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Be ye follewers of me, even as I alſo am of Chriſt. 1. Cor. It. Ie 
Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude to doe evill, Exod. 23: 


Now all theſe things bappened tothem for Enſ:mples : and _ are written _ 
for our admonition. 1. Cor. 10. 11. . 
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BY With in thts ſcribling age the preſies are 01- 
Dx preſſed, there is ſcarcity enough of ſuch as 

= @ arc uſefull and profitable. As therefore 
the Art of Printing was a happy invention | 


OY Cs : 


Sev "I Tee are bebolding to thoſe who write ſuch 
| things as are wortby to be publiſhed; Since (as one ſaith) Hee 
that ſpraketh profiteth for an houre, but be that writerh profireth 
for ever, © This ſubjeft thus bandled by this worthy deceaſed Au- 

|thour is an unbeatentraft, few (if any ) having gone orver the Ex- 
© | ſamples of Scripture in ſuch adoCtrinall and pratticall way both, It 
ſeemed ro me in the preaching both pleaſant and profitable; pleaſant 
inregard of the explaining of dirvers ſtories ; profitable in reſpett of 
che particular application of all, Hee being (according to his man- 

\ner) large and lirvely cherein; Had it pleaſed God to have con- 

\rinned bim in life, untill hee had finiſh:d all the Examples of either 

| 'Teftament, ſuch aworke from ſo able a Divine would haye beene. 
A) 'of ſingular uſe. But he wasFrumentum Dei, as Ignatius ſaid, 
' {by Mortification and Selfe-denyall, Hee was made cleane bread 

for Chriſt who wasthebread oflife for him ; God there fore. 

(bath gathered this wheate into his garner, and he now reſts from 

this and all other labours, We thinke fitting alſo to give others to 
! underiiand, which be M. Wheatelyes owne workes done by bim- 


FRO Midi thomumberlſe munberof Booker wher| 


for the propagating of learning, ſo ſurely| 


(elfe, and ſuch as they may account genuine, viz, thoſe onely 


which \ 


O mxe tul't 


pundtun qui 
mi/cuit utile 
dulcs. 
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[Henry Scupps, or withan Epiſtle at leaſt from one of us, 
You may ob/er-ve inthe beginning of this Treatiſe, what was M, 


Iſo hee confidered three things, His Birth, Life and Death, 


To the Chriſtian Reader. Es 


which come forth other in our names, viz, EDwarp L oy 


Wheatliescon/lant method in handling the Examples, Incach per- 
In his Life he obſerved bis carriage and behaviour in reſþett both 
of the deeds bee did, good, bad, indifferent and doubtful, and 
the things which befell bm, either proſperon ſly or adrperſly, in bene 
fits or affliftions. This ſhall ſuffice in briefe to premiſe concerning 


this Worke, and fo wiſhing thee much benefit by the ſame, 1 | 
ret | 


Thy bearty Well-wiſber, | 
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[LIFEAND DEATH OF 
Me ILLIAM WAATELY, LATE 
| Miniſter of the VVord acBanbury in the 


County of Oxford,written by Henry Scudder Mini- 
Sr of the Word at Collingborne-ducis, 
in the County of Wiltf. 


Thath beene a commendable uſe in the 
Church of God from the Primitivetimes| 
Fl. downetous; thartthe lives of ſome or| 
'F other (eſpecially of the more famous: 
Miniſters and lights therein) have) 
&\ beene written by men who beſt knew, 
ZZ and had learned what their lives and| 
converſation was This they didnot onely to vindicatetheir 
names from the ſlanders ofthe wicked, whowill {peake evill 
ofallthatoppoſerheir evill wayes, and alſo that the dead 
might bee duely honoured; bur chiefly that rhe living by 
their good Examples might glorifie God for them andbe| 
; edified, | 
| This writing andprinringrthelivesof worthy men, is like 
the engravings with the point of a diamond, raiſing up for 
themanevyerlaſting monument; upon which thelight oftheir 
\Faithand good workes is made to ſhine before men, that 
ſeeing their Faith and holineſle they may follow them; 
jand may alſo praiſe God for his graces in them, and for the 
good whichhathbin done by them,and ſo glorific theirFather 


which isin Heaven, 
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6 martizge of and were alſo nearly allyed. 
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gence in her Calling, Frugaliry and Mercifullncſle to the 


| T be Life and Death of MW hately, 
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[7 Lhavebeene earneſtly intreated to write the Life and Death 
of M. William Whately, late Paſtour ofthe Church of Banbury, 
I was madechoice of the rather, becauſe of rhat intimate- 


our longacquaintance, being of the ſame time in the fa- 


Chataber and havingthe ſame Tutor ; and afterward when 
wee wereboth placedin the Miniſtery wee lived ſomctime 
rogetherin one houſe,and agreat while neare one another, 


- I know none that had like meanes to know him more 
thoroughly then I. 1 havetherefore not unwillingly ſet pen 
to paper, and doe herein all plaineneſle and ſobriety of truth 
reckon up and report his life and death ina thort ſumme, that 
thoſewhowill may read and make their uſe of ir, For in 


nefleof Friendſhip which was betweeene us, and becaule of! 


mous Vniyerſity of Cambridge and of the ſame Colledge and | 


[many things hee may bee a lively patterne to us his Brethe- 


in Chriſt leſus. 


Town,very wellknown in Oxfordſhiere._.. 

His Parents were both of them forward profeſſours of the | 
Goſpeli of Chriſt, and ofthe power of Godlineſle and R elj- 
gion, according as-it is now mainetaincd in the Church of 
England, They were both ofchiefe nore and place in the 
Towne, his Father being oft Major, and a long time a ſtan. 
ding Iuſtice of Peace in that Burrough. His Mother was a 
rare woman for naturall parts ; but chiefly for Piery, Dili- 


poore, Shewas a right Lois or Ewnice in breeding up this 
her Son (as ſhee did herother Children) inthe Knowledge of | 
the holy Scriptures froma child, 

His Parentstrained him up in his yonger daies to learning, 
ſetting himto the beſt Schooles that werein thoſe parts, where 
heprofitedin learning (asalſo hee did in the Vnivciſitie) a- 
bovemoſt of his equalls in yeares. This hee did by reaſon of) 


the Excellency of the naturall parts which God had given | 
him 


ren inthe Miniſtery of the Goſpell of Chriſt; and the like | 
in many thingsforthe imitation of all that deſireto live godly | 


This M.Wiliam Whately was borne. at Banbury a burrough | 
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| 


him, namely, a quickeapprehenſion,a cleare judgement we a 
moithappy memory: | 
 Hisripeneſſe in Grammer learning in Latine, Greeke and 


bis age. he wasfent to Chriits Colledge in C ambridge ; : where 
[God provided him and me a * Tutor, one of athoufand for 

| Pictic, Learning, Diligence in reading unto, and in a moſt 

lovingand wiſe care ofgoyerning and oodly inſtructing of his 

(pupils. 

| [nthe Vniverſity he was an hard Studentand quickely be- 
 camea goodLogician and Philoſopher, a ſtrong difpuranr,' 
and an excellent Orator. Hedelighted much in the ſtudy of 

Poetry and the Mathematiks, 

Hee was aconſtanthearerof M, Door Chaderton 3 and of 
Mr.Pertins who at that time were famous Preachers in Can. 
bridges Anditwas our Tutors mannertocauſe all his Pupills 
'to.come to Prayers into his Chamber every evening, and hee 
calledallthe under graduates to give account of what they | 
had heard uponthe Lords day, and when any of us were at 
a ſtand and yoy-plus, hee would ſay Whately, whart ſay you > 
then hee would ſeldome faile, butrepeate as readily, as if he | 
had preached the Sermon himſelf.By this he did win ourTutors | 
lovc,and our wonder at him;but(ſuch was our pride Jhegained | 


| OUr envy of him 


His Father (whether becauſe hewas RE what cabs} | 
ling to breed him to, or for what other cauſe I know not) | * 
after that hee had with credit proceeded Bachelour of Arts;hee | 

| took him home,where he abode lame eoodtime,yctapplying | 
tumſeltcunto his ſtudies, | 

Whije hee remained athome with his Father hee married. 
he Daughter ofone Maſter George Hunt, the ſonne of thar | 

[tryed andprepared Martyr /oby Hum mentionedinthe Book 
| of Martyrs, who was condemned to be burnt for Religion, 
but was ſaved from the execution thereof by the death of 
| Queene Mary, This Maſter George Aunt was bred upin the 
[Famous free Schoole of the MarchantJaylers in London, 
and altcreard by the incouragementot Maſter D Humfry (by | 
a 2 occaſion | 


Hebrew was {o earely that about the fourreenth yeare of | 
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| occaſion of avilit ofthat Schoale) and by the furtherance of | | 
| 'M George and Mr: lohnX/ngſmells, and py the exhibitions of | 
| 4 Biſhop Pilkiaton (all which {2 their hongur ſake | name) he 
\ wascalledunto, and mainetained inthat worthy 9——novue 
_/\ofgood Learning, Magdalen Colledgein Oxford, till hee was | 
| 


| 
| 


Fellow of that Houſe, where hee continued till hee had borne 
the offices of Deane of Arts and Deane of Divinity, Aﬀter- | = 
| wards by the meanes of thoſe worthy Maſter Kingſmels, hee | 
| waspreferredrothe Church of Collingbory-ducts in the Coun- | | 
| [ryofWikſ. wherefor the ſpace of fifty and one yeares andfive. 

moneths he lived a found and conſtant Preacher ofthe Word, 

and was ofan unblamcable and holy life, evenuatill the oyle | _ | 
of his radicall moyſture was ſpent, and the candle of his life | 
| of it ſelfe went our, ina full and good old-age,aftera long and. | 
Joyous expectation, and longing for his bleſſed change, 
which was inthe eighty and third yeare and fit monerh ot his | 

| age. | 
| 
| 


— Ml _ 


| This MaſterGeorge Hunt ( after that by importunity hee | 
had got this his ſonne in law to maketryall of hisability ro 
preach) he overperſwaded him to intend the miniſtery. And 
thereupon he entred himſelfe into Edymnd Hall in the famous | | 
 Vniverſity of Oxford, and rooke his Degree of Maſter of ; 
Arts, 

| Notlongafterheeentred into the Miniſtery, and hee was : 

wh preſently calledro bea LeQurer at Banbury which he commen- = 

1.1 dably performed above the ſpace of foure yeares, andthen was 2 

/ , -calledro be Vicarotthe ſame Church, which office hee fairh: | 4 


fully diſcharged neare thirty years,tillhe died. - 5 
83 FS  Theabilities wherewith God had indued him for his work L 
3, -ofthe Miniſtery were more then ordinary, For hee was ofa | b 
\ | , . quicke underſtanding, of a cleare and deepe Judge: } . ; 


ment, ofa moſt firme memory, and of alively ſpirit, Hee : 
1 was naturally cloquent, a maſterof hiswords, having words 
atwill, Hee hada moſt able body and ſound lunges, andrill : ? 
ſome yeares before his death, he had a moſt firong and aus- | 5 
diblevoice. And according as his matterinhand, and hisau- E 
ditory needed, he was botha terrible Boanerges, a ſonne of | |: 

» Thunder | 
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Thandas and alſo a Barnabas, aſonne of ſweet conſolation; 
And which wasthecrowne of all, God gave him an hearr to 


ſeck bim and toaime atthe ſaying ofthe ſoules of al thatheard 
him. His ſpeech andpreaching was not with entifing words| 
of mans wiſedome, butin demonſtration of the ſpirit and of 
power. He wasan 4/ollosnot onely eloquent, bur withall 


| mighty 1 inthe Scriptures. Helike ſome ofthe AncientFathers 


| ſcenicall,impertinent,raw and indigeſted. , 


wag8as occalionsfell out ſometimes an every dayes Preacher. 
Hepreached ordinarily in his owne Churchtwiſe each Lords- | 
' Day, andcatechized for above halfe an houre before evening 
Prayer, examining and inſtru&ingrhe youth,and once a weeke | 


 hepreachedthe ordinary Lecure.. | 


Hee was much again't all ſuch preachingas was light, vaine, | 

His preaching was plaine, bur as much according to the | 
Scripture and alſoto the rules of Art, and ofrightReaton, as: 
any thatever | heard or have beard of,” In conterence-he hath 
told me what heeaimed ar, and what uſe hemade ofthe Arts, | | 
and what rules hee ſer ro himſclte in the ſtudying of his Ser- 
' mons, which was as followeth, 

Thar he might better undreftand his Text, hee made uſe of | | 
his Grammer "earning | in Greeke and Hebrew, in which 
| rongues the Scripture is wrieten, 4lioheewould uſe the helps 
of Rheroricketo diſcovertohim what formes of ſpeech in his 
Text was to be taken in cheir primary and proper ignification, 
andwhatwaselegantly cloathed and wrapped up in tropes and 
figures that hee might unfold them, and ſee their naked -mea-1 
ning: Then well weighing and confidering the comext, hee! 


would by the helpe of Logickefinde out the icope o: the Holy | 


' Ghoſt in that Scripture, Hee would endeavour when he be-! 
gan to enter upon the preaching of any Chaprer, to 4#ua- 
iſe and takethe Chaprcrintoirsſcycrall branches and parts. 


Then hewouldifirwerea doctrinall Text, note the Doarine| 


ja itlay in the Text and ſo proſecute it, Orifthe Text con-! 
'{iſted of illuſtrations or circumſtances of ſome prineipall truth 
there proſecuted; hee would then gather from ſome notable 
part or bean of his Text, an apt Do&rine, or Divine Truth 
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whict ſhould {o iminediately follow,taactheTruth obſervedir in . 
the Textſhould betticargumentor middleterme,wherby- in a : | 
ſimple Sillogiſme, he could conclude his Dodtrine.N ext,hee 
' would ſecke foraprt proofey out' of Scripture to confirme it, 
' Feweror more as heechought beſt, which done, becauſe o- 
therarguments according to'Scripture and right Reaſon are 
| 'forcibleto convince and confirme reaſonable men in any truth, ; 
hee would find out Reaſons of his Do&rine, bur he aimed chat | 
they ſhould bee ſtrong Arguments, or! middle termes by | « 
which} hee michtlikewiſe illogitially conclude his ſaid Do- : | ; 
Arine. 

Then according to the nature of the DoArine,andrhe need 
and aptneſic of his Auditory ; hee would as from an infalli- | 
|ble conſequent ofhis Doarine by way-of Application, con- | 
firmeſomeprofitable Truth, which yetby ſome might happily 

, |bee queſtioned, or elfe convince men of ſome errour, or 

reproove ſomevice,' or exlioitto ſortie Durie,or reſolve fome 
+ | doubr, 'orcaſe of conſcience; or comfor: ſuch as needed Con- 
folation, Inall which fortsof Applications hee did make uſe | 
of more or fewer ofthem as there might bce cauſe, and hee : 
| would bee carefull that his Do&rine ſh Quld bee the Argument | 
'or middle rerme whereby hee might illogiſtically conclude. 
| bat maine Propoſition ofany of his ſaid uſes: 'And if the re. | 
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proofe or exhortation did need preſſing home upon the con- x 
ſcience, rhen hee would tudy ro. enlarge bis Speech, ſhewing | 
| motives toinduce to ſuch a'duty ; and Aliſo diflwaſives from 
!ſacha vice, taking his arguments from dutiero God, -decen- 
| {cy or ſhamefullneſle, pleaſureor paine, gaine orloſſe. - 

' And here again he would uſethe help of Rherorick, burall for 
the moſtpartina concealed way,withoutiall affeQation. And 
fometimes he would thew the effe&uall meanes of attaining of : 
theGraceand powerto performethe duty to which he exhor- | 

red. And fomeri mes likewiſe he would ſhew the remedyesa- 

gainſtfuch or ſuch a vicefrom which he diſwaded,as may bee | 
feene by his Sermons already-extant. Allowhenhee thought | 
1 ir wasncedeful}rodifcuſſe andhandleany common place or 

7  haad of Divinity, heewould _— it very judiciouf] y, fully wry 

| moſt profirably, Though 
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T | Though hee had but anordinary ſtudy of books for ſuch 
an accompliſhc Divine; yet heewas one who had read yery 
much. -For hee would read moſt ſwiftly, yer'not curſorily, ; 
for he could give anaccount ofthe ſubſtance and moſt remark 
able particulars of what hee had ſo read. | 
Hee had allſo allwayes when hce pleaſed the baieht of a 
Booke-ſcllers ſhop, which cauſed him to forbeare to buy wil 
ny Bookes, | 

Though hee preached fo often, yet whe Wu reached 
| vas before well ſtudied and premeditated, Hee uſually 

did pen his Sermons at large; andifbeforehe preached, hee 
\ |had bur ſo much time as to readover whathe had written,/and 
ito gather it up into ſhort heades, hee was able if les 
rhought it fitco deliver ir in publike well neare in the ſame 
words, 

[tpleaſed Godto put aſcaleto his Miniſtery Iiche colyet. 
[{f10D, confirming and building up ofmany thouſand-ſoules op 
his meanes inthe wholecourſe of his Miniſtery, | 

Hee wvas a moſt diligent viſitor ofthe ſick people that were 
underhis charge withourreſpe& of Perſons, after that if came 
to his knowledge that they were ſicke. | 

He was a ready Peace- maker amongſt his floeke thatſhould 
happen to bear variance, 

_ Heabounded in works of Mercie, hee was atruely liberall 
man, one that ſtudycd liberall things; for hee'would feeke 
out to finde objects of his mercy, rather then to ſtay ill they 
were offered. Heedid ſet apart andexpended for rhe ſpace 
of many yearcsforgood uſesthe tenth part of his yearly com- 
mingsin, bothourof his temporall and eccleſiaſticall meanes 
of maintenance, | 

Hee had an heavenly gift in Prayer, both for aptnefle 
and Fullneſſe. of Confeſlions, Petitions, Supplications, In- 
terceflions and Prayſes, as allſo for readinefle and copiouſ- 
nefleof apt words, rogether with Fervency of Spiric to poure 
them out unto God inthe name of Chriſt in the-behalfe'of 
———_ and of all thoſe who in Prayer joyned with 
him 
DS a 4 Hee | 
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|  Hehadthisſingular abilivethat in his Prayer after Sermon, 

he could colleR intoaſhort Sumall which hee had delivered 
to his Hearers and make it the matter of his Prayer to 
| God,. tothe endthey might be inwardly taught of God, and 


| become Beleevers and doers of what was raught them, 


.  Likeviſe when hee had read a Pſalmeor Chapter in his Fa-. 
mily, hee wasſo wellſcene in the Text, and of ſo good a 
Judgement, and of fo choice a memory that though the. 
| Chapter was part of the Ceremonial! Law, orinthe bookes of 
| Nambers, Chronicles, and hardeſt Prophecies, he in his Pray- 
er would diſcover the ſcope and meaning and chiete notes. 
of Obſervation, and their uſe, in ſuch ſort, that ott-times 
when | have hcard him, Ihave much lonyed that I could: 
callchcm all to minde; For I found the matter of his Pray-, 
er to be abetter Commentary of that Chapter, wich apr ob- | 
ſervations and applications for uſe, then I could finde 
in any Authour that 1 had read, who had vyritten there-: 
upon. | | 

f His manner was daily Morning and Eveningrocall his Fa- 
mily together, andtoreade a Pſaims or Chapter in the Scrip- 


|; 


tures, and to pray withthem and ofcto catechize them;beſides 


. (foconſtantly alone by himſelfe, | 
Hedid ſera part privatedayes of Humiliation for his Fatnie-|_ 


[times hedid exceed himſelfe in powring our his ſoule to GOD 


his conſtant Prayer Morning and Evening withhis wife and al- 


(ly upon ſpeciall occaſions, andoft-times beforetheir prepara- | 
,tion for their due receiving of the Lords-Supper. Ar which | 


in moſtaboundant and moſt free Confeſſions of finne, and 
expreſſions of Sorrow for ſinne, with teares and with catneſt-! 
'neſle of Petition for pardon and grace, and forthe good ofthe 
[Churches of God, but for our whole State and Church of | 


[7 
: 
. 
, 
» 
\ 


He was much in dayes of private Faſting and humbling 
himſelfe before God alone, that bee might make and keepe 
his peace with God, and obtaine more Grace to keep more | 


cloſetohim, and to walke more evenly with him, and that 


hee might the better keepe under his body, and bring it. 
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leaſt having preached to others hee himſelfe ſhould nor live 
 anſwerable co his Dodtrine without reproofe, knowing that 
Miniſters ought to beunreproveable, Hewasſo muchinthis 
'thatitis thought by ſuch as knew him beſt rhar it impai- 
redthe health of his body,though it made much for the good 
of his ſoule. 
; Hewasvery able and very ready to conferre with, and tore- 
folvethe doubts ofthoſe many whoin love and defire of infor- 
| mation came unto him, 
; Hebarea tender love unto, and had a conſcionablecare 
of that great people over which God had made himover-ſeer, 


'For, although his mainetenance from them was but ſmall 


'in compariſon, and unkindneſles and diſcouragements many 
and hisoffers of greater preferment inthe Churchin reipeRt 
of outward mainetenance were oft and importunate; yet he 
' would notbe perſwaded to leavethem. Yea though once for 
reaſons which ſuddenly tooke him, hedid promiſe to accepr 
ofanother charge, yet within a while hee intreated mee ro 
[tell that. Perſon ro whom he had promiſed, that hee had 
' betterthought of ir, and diddeſiretobereleaſed ofhis Pro- 
| miſe, andthatoutof Conſideration of that great people which 


i 
l 


he ſhouldleave, ſaying, that if he ſhould accept of thar leſſer | 


charge, when he ſhould comeintothe Church amongſt them 
his heartwould inyerning towards his other people, aske him 
whathedidrhere. | 

He wasduely inquiſitive after the affaires of Gods Church 
andpeople, and according as heereccived true intelligence of 
their weale orwoe, ſo hee had his ſymparhies and Fellow-fee- 


lings with them in cither of their conditions 
Hee was much grieved and troubled when hee ſaw that|. 
' difference of opinions, and thereupon ſtrangeneſle, diſtraQ-| 
tions and rendsto ariſe and bee made in the Church amongſt 


'Bretheren profeſling for the maine, and in fundamentralls 
the ſame Truthes. Hee ſignified ſo much to mee with be- 
wayling many times. 

| Heewas judiciouſly charitable to any that ſhould differ in 
a 3 
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| what manisherhatliveth and finnethnot, And as itis alſo ſaid, 
| In many things we fin all, | 


The Life and Deathof M.V Vhately. 


ſome opinions from him, ſo long as he ſaw that they agreed 
with him in the maine and Fundamentall Points of Religion, 
and were diligent to enquire after the Truth, and faw allſo 
that they did indeed ſhewthe Power of Godlineſle in their 
lives. Heecouldanddid highly eſteeme them, love them, ' 
and converſe Chriſtianly and familiarly with them, and that | 
becauſe (although hee thought they were inan errour, and. 
hee would inprivateand publike endeayour toreclaime them) 

yet he was perſwadedthattheir.delirewas to ſecke Chriſt, and 

thatthey had anaime to know Godaright,androſerve himin 

ſincerity. | 


! 
> 
bi 


Norwithſtanding all this good which according to the truth 
hath beene ſaid of him; it muſt be remembred that hee was ' 
a man and not without his imperfeQtions and frailtics. For 


It is uſuall with God that men of the greateſt parts and | 
eifts ſhould be exerciſed with ſome or other inordinare affeRi- 
on to bee mortified, and ſome ſtrong temptations, to have 
ſomethorne in the fleſh, orſome or other meſſenger of Satan 
(as the Apoſtle had) to butterthem:; Elſe they would be ex- 
alredabove meaſureto the ſleighting, contemning, and con- 
demning of their Bretheren, and other men would have too 
high an opinion of them, halfe deifying them, deſpiling 
thoſe vvho are noleſſe holy, but nor ſo excellently gifted as 
they. | 

There was nothing which did more evidently diſcover truth 
of Godsgrace inthisman,then that which was occaſioned by 
his lips and ſtrong temptations; For theſe made him more 
watchfull oyer himſelfe, then otherwiſe hee would haye bin; It 
made him more humble and moreto loath his originall cor- | 
ruptionandfinfull nature, and bewailingly to cry out with the 
Apoſtle, O miſerablemanthat Iam whoſhall deliver me from the 
body of this Death. And that becauſe hee was (as other the| 
deire ſeryants of God are) moſt ſenſible of the captivitie 
and bondage which ſin would ſtrivero hold him under,ſith that 
[when he would doe well, ervill was preſent with him, and made; 

| him 
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him ſomerimesro doe ſome -thingswhich i in the bent of his 


ſoule he would nothavedone, This ſerved to make him more 
humblein himſelte,more earneſtin prayerto God and more 
pittifull rowards others in whom this ſinne remaineth and 
dwellerh (even after converſion) which (as the Apolltle ſaith) 
is a weight and doth cally beſetrhem, ro hinderthemjnrtheir 
 Chriftianrace. Andthisl amaſlured oft, that hee would be 
thefiſt eſpicr ofthoſe faults of his when rhe world could not 


 nordidtakenotice ofthem,having no peace in himſelfe untill | 


. hehad withall ſpeed and earneſtneſſe,ſought and regained par- 


' He maybea patterne to all in receiving admonition from 
| any thatſhouldin love mind him of his fault. Hee was glad 
; when any of therighteous ſmote him and would take it well, 


| 
not from his Superiours onely, bur from hiscqualls and farre 


 inferiours. Hee had learned with Davidto bleſle God that 
fenc chem, and tobleſſerhe advicezro follow it, and to blcſle 


ſuch, ashee hath done me in particular, nor to be wanting 


tohimin this Chriſtian office of Love; and hee would really 
ſhew more teſtimonies of his love to luch afrerwardsthen ever 
formerly , which isa ſure arguinent of uprightneſſe, A moſt 
reverend Divine who had knowne him from his infancy, and 
hadoften converſed with him, gave teſtimony of him to this 
efte& unto me and others when larely he ſpake of him by occa- 
{ion ofthe mentioning of hisſicknclle, 

His latter da ies were his beſt daies;forin the judgement of 
thoſe whocoulaudgefpirirually, hee grew exceedingly in hu- 
| mility andin piricualland heavenly mindedneſle, hislaſt works 
were his be{t works,arguing him to be of Gods grafting, and | 
planted inthe houſe ofthe i.ord, 


| 


| his conflitsagainit ſinnes For a good while before his ficke- 
[nefle anddeath hedid with Comfort and Joy make knowne' 
| to his deareſt friend that God had given him victory againſt his 

greateſt corruprions yyhich had tor a long time kept him in 
| continuall cxerciſe, - 
| 


Abour 


|; Laſtly, hee had a moſt happy and comfortable ſucceſle of | 
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About out eight weekes before orchis death a great fir of inward | 
and ſhort coughing and extreame ſhortneſle of breath lid 
| | ceaſe upon himin ſo much that thoſe whocame about him fea- | 
redhat hee would preſently have departed, This fit bec-: 
 ingover, much weakeneſle continued, yer hce preached Al 
 ycrsrimes, unti)l that his encreaſing weakeneſle did diſable 
him. | 
 Inthetimeofhis ſickenefle and weakeneſle hee gave hea- 
venly and wholeſome counſell ro his people, neighbours and 
friends that camero viſit bim : giving particular adviſe to his 
wife, children and ſervants reſpeQively according to their 
place and conditionas they oft came about him, thus hee did 
oft fo long as hee wasable to ſpeake unto them, | 
| His Chriltian ſpeeches that concerned all, tended to this, | 


\thatthey would be carcfull to redeemethe time, and to bee! 


{much inreading,hearing and meditating ofthe Word of God, | 


| T hat they would be much inPrayer, much in brotherly love. 
; and communion of the Saints. And that they would be care- 
full ro hold faſt that which he had taughtthem out of the Word | 
'of Truth, And that while the light and meanes of Salvation 
'was tobehad, they (ſhould not ſpare painesnor coſt to enjoy_ 
them, He wasoftin his fickeaclle upon the paincfull racke_ 


{or torture of inward ſnatchings and convulſions, which ' 


ſometimes left him, bur (hree or foure dayes before his 
dearth) they returned andincreaſed upon him; all which hee 


|bareexceeding patiently. iJee was much 1n cjaculations and 


(hort prayers and liftivg up his heart to God inthe behalfe of 
the Church and State, and for himſelte all/o, which hee was 
Ly moſt frequent and earneſtin, alittle before his death, Inthe 
time whena brother ofhis (noronely inthe common bonds | 
'of Chriſtianity, bur allſo by alliance, and a brother in the 

| Miniſtery ) was praying with him andfcrhito ro this effect, | 
'thatifhis time was not determined or expired that God would 
be pleaſedtoreſtorchinm for the good of his Church, or if o-' 
therwiſerhat hee would putan end to his paineif he ſaw good, | 
atthe hearing thereof hee lift up his eyes ſtedfaſtly rowards \ 


Hep and allſo one of his hands (hee being not able to lift | 
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up the other) and in the cloſe of that prayer gave up the | 
' /ghoſt, ſhutting downe his eyes himlſelfe, as ifhee were fallen | 
into a ſweerſleepe. Hee lived much deſired and died much | 
lamented: : | | 
| Thus a great, a good and mercifull man, a chariot and. | 
BY  horſe-manoflſraellis by Gods owne hand fallen and taken a- | 
| | way fromrheevillro come, andisenired into peace, and reſt | 
in his bedof everlaſting pleaſures andjoyes, enjoying the fruit | 
of his Faithin Chriſt, and of his walking with God iaupright- | 
'neſlſe. Petiousin the ſight of the Lord is the death of the | 
Saints thoughthe wicked regard it not, but are glad of their 
abſence, Butthelivingindeed they muſt, andchey will lay it 
to heart, and will prepare andlong for cheir owne diſſoſution, 
thatthey may be more immediately gathered ro Chriſt the 
; :ludgeof all, and to theſpirits of juſt mea made perfe, ex- 
| pecing and waiting for a bleſſed ReſurreRion of themlelyes | 
{and of all that die in the Faith of our Lord Jeſus, to whom 
i bee aſcribed all Might, Majeſtie, Dominion and. Glorie, 
both now and for ever more, Amen, WO 
This Manof God and faithfull Miniſter of Chriſt, de- 
partedrhis life upon Friday the 10, of May, Anno 
| Domini, 1639. neare the end of the 
ſix and fiftieth yeare of his age, 
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, ATRES Funerall teares powred forth upon 


theDeath of her late pious and painefull Paſtour 


| 32 þ M-. William Whately deciphered in this 
S; | Sympathizing Elogy, 


SAP am that Orbin which of late did ſhine | 
I Sg 47, heats enlightned (tarre with rates divine.., 
I bich didariſe within mee and diſpence 

Lizbr, life, beate, Hearv' n-infuſing influence, | 
And went before me, ſleering right mine Eye. b 
Vntothe -very place where CHRIST did ye, 
| He was a Cynoſura in my motion 

| To Hearven's bright haven on this worlds vaſ} Ocean ; 
| Or as tbe Egyptian Pharos ro de/crie.. 

The rockes of finne and errour t0 mine Eye. 

Hee was my Glorie, Beautic, Conſolation, 

My very ſoule, 1 but the Cor for ation. 


———- Te 


TI would goe on with bleedings to recite_., 
His and mine opne fad fall, but TI can'twrite, 
| Throbs ſhake mine hand,' and griefe my fight deſtroyes, 
And when I ſpeake, 4b {3 teares doe drowine my voices: 
1. Yet will I figh,and give my ſorrowes pent 
| 4, i Within my brea$t, bymo urnefull breathings vent. 
| Come then ſpeake febs, write teares s and ſadly ſtorie , 
The dark Ecclipſerhat hath befell my gloriew. 


Niy Starre is faine,and Heavens did ſo diſpoſe, 
That there he fell, wherehz at firſt aroſe : 
The Starres above ns thus their races runne ! 
Returning thither yhence they firft begunne_, 
But aid I ſay hee's fallen? Stay me there, 
He 75 tranſlated to an higher ſpheare, 
3 þ Where (thoughto ti;* world he ts obſcur'd) he may 
| 
| ' Shineforth unrvailed ina purer ray, 
| Fixt to an endleſſe reſt in hearvens brighs rhrons, 
| Aborus allStarry ConStellation, 
But ab, alas Death bath diſþoſ'dit ſo 
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That his i ; prooves m my fall, his wealemy woe: 
His weale my wos?ſtrange!what achange is this? 
My welfare was but now inwrapt in his: 
Futt cath innovates ; and did be not 
Tell methat he Commiſſuon hath got / 
And warrant for his fat from heavens gu King 
I'would have brought him intoqueſtioning; 
Ab death whats ha$t thou done? Doſt "= not care 
To make abreach which ages cay'trepaire? 
So rare a Frame in peeces for to take 
VV bich Heav'n and nature did combine to make 

A Maſter-peece? For who diderebehold 
So ſound a ſpirit in ſo ſtrong amold > 
Hearven's treaſure which within his breaſt abode 
VP as by his Iberall tongue diſperſ# abroad, 
AllGraces gave ameeting inhbim, ecvcn, 
To make his breaſt a little map of Heav'n. 


| His lips diſtilled Manna; and be ſtood 


Not ſo for Church-goods as the Churches good. 
His yoiceit was a trumpgwhoſe ſound was made 
VVith breath divine which it from Heaven had, 
His life a dayly Sermon, which alas, 

Me thinkes was meaſur'd by too ſhort a glaſſe. 

Ah Death though Painters give thee holes for eyes 
Yet thou canſt ſee to take thericheſt prize, 

To hit the faire$Þ mark ; yet Tſufpett 

It was my finne which did thine band dirett : 

My light had Timproov'd it well for gaine 

V Vould have remaind,els lighs ſha'nt burnin vain. 
Yet ſure he is not dead, forwhy ? I find 

Him ſill ſurviving, in my breaſt enſhrind x 

And whocan ſaythat he's of life bereaven 

That lives in's works,inpious heartsin Heaven? 
He's but a ſleeþe,by death undreſt,not dead, 


| Or hath but changd his dreſſe ; for bein Read | 
Of theſe fin-Rtaindragges of mortality 


VVeares a pure robe whoſe my Seternity.. 
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Adam and Eve. 


S all other knowledges are conye-/ 
niently taught by Precepts' and” 
Examples , ſo is that beſt of | 
knowledges, the art of living holi-: 
ly. Hence it is that as I have inſtru- 
&ed you to my poore ability inthe + 

' Law and the precepts of good life, 
ſo Idoe now intend to fer before | 

your eyes the Examples recorded | 

in Scripture of Men, both good 
and bad, that by obſerving the 


Eun. 
4. 


p 7 ad | walking of others, you may bet- 
ter keepe your owne feete in the ſtreighteſt paths. Onely con- 
cerning Examples, you muſt know this thing in generall ; that : 
no Example at all hath the force of a precepr either to binde- 
the conſciences of men to any thing as a duty, or to reſtraine 
from any thing as a finne : becauſe the knowledge of finne is 
from the 'Law, and where there is no Law there is no tranſgrefſion, 
and our care muſt be to walke in Gods waies, not inthe waies of 
any man whatſoever. But Example prevaileth alone-to perſwade 
the will as a fit argument of Exhortation or Dehortation, not as an: 
| argument' to proove a thing necdfull or finfull. Seeing mo | 
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| duty isto perſwade youto all goodnefſe, and to diſſwade you from | 
all evill; and the Examples of Scripture are undoubted and certaine, | 
and they offer themſelves as it were unto the ſences, and ſo 
more worke on the will to allure or deterre: TI thinke it a conveni- 
| ent meanes of helping you in all righteouſteſle and againſt the con- 
trary, to make acollettion of thoſe Examples, of good or bad things 
which are left us upon record by a divine pen, and I will range 
theſe Examples according to the order of time wherein they lived, 
ſo farreas I can informe my ſclfe thereof by the Word of God. 
And Iwill begin with Adam and Eve, and put them both toge- 
ther, becauſe their good and evill was pur togcher in praiſe | 
_. | rhereof. | = | | 
The Method) The Mcthod I intend to take in cach perſon is this, I will con- 
handling "1 | ſider his Bifth, Life and Death, and in his Life I will looketo his 
che Examples. | carriage and behaviour in reſpec of the deeds he did, good, bad, 
indifferent and doubtfull, and the things thar befell him, cither pro- 
ſperouſly oradycrſely, inbencfits or afflictions. 

Now for Adam and Eve becauſe they were the firſt foun- 
| taines of mankind, and therefore could not be borne in the ſame 
| manner as others be (for he thar is borne: muſt have a Parent, and 
| he that hath a Parent was not the firſt man or woman, becauſe his 
Nothing "a Parent was before him) therefore I cannot tell you any thing oftheir 
—m_—_— Birth, but of their cntring into the world by another way, which 
Eves Birth, | was to them the ſame in cffe&, that our begetting and birth is to | 
bur of cxcir -[us.,, I will informe you according to the Scriptures, for ir much | 
the wild, | CONCernes us to underſtand our originall and to know certainely how 

| mankinde came into the world. Know then in ſumme, That God 
Gen,2.7. made Man of the duit of the earth, and breathed into him the breath | 
of life and man became a living ſoule. Here is in bricfe the Creation | 
4m what is Of Adam (now Adam fignificth red Earth, becauſe his body 
' | Ggnifieth, - | Was made of ſuch kinde of Earth) and concerning Woman ir is no- 

' .. verſes £ed.that God cauſed a deepe ſiceve to fall upon Adam, and then rooke 
of the fame 9726 Of his ribbes, cloſing the fleſhin ſteed of it, and framed it into the | 
| Chapeer. | body of a Woman, in which alſo he placed a reaſonable ſoule. 
| _ | . Concerning this Creation of Man, you muſt firſt informe yonr 
| {ne Creation {elves of the neceſſity of it, It muſt needs be granted by force of 


FM | ; | 
necefiry. |Teaſon, that there muſt be ſome firſt man, ſecing otherwiſe there 


— 


Ty re ._ ruſt be infinite men, becauſe a number without beginning muſt be 
Gr Man, ang alſo without end, in as much as there is the ſame reaſon of both, 
why? 'thar which cauſed. men without beginning, did cauſe them neceffari- 
| ly, and therefore it muſt cauſe them for ever; now all reaſon agrees 
Non datuy in| £O this truth, that there cannot be an infinite. number, ſecing to a 
(faitun afv. | number ſtill one at Teaſt may be added. I meaneit of aQtuall numbers | 
and auuall infiniteneſſe', ſo wee reaſon thus, cither an infinite 
number of men,or ſome firſt manaand woman,not Cm. 
| the latrer. And if there muſt be a firſt man and woman, citherthey / 


| cameby chance and without any maker, which is ſo abſurd, that no| | 
hk man 
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| agent or matter that had a being before them; and if ſo, theneither as 


Gzn. 


and all neceſſary furniture for the place, and all needfull ſeryants and 


eAdam and Eve. 


man can chooſe but-hiſſe it out, or elſe they were made by ſome 


Heathen Theologie tels,they grew out of the mudde as frogges doe 
in ſome Countrics, or elſe were formed by God as our Theelogie 
teacheth, and let every manthar hath his right wits about him, judge 
in himſelfexphether of theſe twaine is more agreeable to reaſon, and 
more likely to betrue.So man was created by God, now about his 
Creation, the time and matter of it is to be noted. For firſt man was 
not created till the ſixth day when a fit place for him to dwell in, 


attendants were before provided for his uſe. God ſaw it nor fit to 


{ confift. 


| 


bring man into rhe world, before it was garniſhed and ſtored with all | 


| 


contents uſefull for him. And then man was made in the firſt place 
and woman after him, to ſhew that manis the ſupcriour in nature,wo- 
man was made for man and not man for woman, therefore was man 
made firſt and woman after, and ſo doth the Apoſtle reaſon in two 
places where he handles the difference of Sexes, 1 Cor.11. 8,9, 
17/#.2.13. So you havethis cleared, how man came into the world, 
and how woman ; but you muſt obſerve more particularly the diffe- 
rent matter of which they. were made, and the parts of which they 


Man had a body andthat was made of the duſt of the earth,toreach 
him Humility, buthe had alſo a ſoule and that was breathed 'into hjs 
woſtrils, that is, infuſed by God, wonderfully. and immediately pur 
into mans body, it is called a breath of life, and after a ſoule of life, 
that is, a ſoule which procured breathing and living, nothing is har- 


Cua P.2.| 


der for aman to conceive of then the nature of his owne ſoulte next 
the nature of God and Angels, for the formeris much more hard to 
comprehend, the latter equally difficulr ar leaſt, and it ſhould be unto 
us a matter of great abaſement that wee cannot tell what to make of 
our ſelves, that is, of our ſoules, that itis we know by the effects it 
workes inthe body andthe abſence of theſe effeRs, and the follow- 
ing of contrary effe&s when it is departed fromthe body, and this is 
all we know in amanner,. onely we bu gather by diſcourſe that it 
is a ſubſtance incorporeall, becauſe it ſelfe doth- informe the body, | 
and one body cannot inreaſon be fit to informe another. 
TheScripture alſotells us certainely tharir is an immortall ſubſtance 
which muſt returne ro God that gave it, and reaſon ſubſcribes to this 
truth, becauie finding the ſoule a thing fimple, it cannot conceive 
how it ſhould becorrupted; O how ignorant are we and:whar cauſe 
have we:to be puffed up with conccit of our knowledge, ſeeing fo 
much blindnefſe doth now poſlefle our mindes, that in amanner all 
we haveto ſay of our owne ſoules and ſpirits, the-beſt partof us, is this, 
that we cannot tell whattoſay. 77g 9:12 2117 200k 
As for Evah ſhee alſo. confifted of a body, and' that was made. 
not of carth, but of a bone of her husband; to inſtra& her and him 
both of their duty, [that ſhee ſhould acknowledge herfubjeRion _ 
| B 2 im 
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Example of 
him as being taken out of him,and helpefull to him as being made of 
a riban helpfull bone inhis fide, and ro inſtru him that he ſhould ac. | 


count her deare unto him and make pretious on of her,uſing her 
as in a manner his equall, as being a peece of himſclfe and extracted 


from. his own fide. Now a woman alſo hath a ſoule,an immorrall ſpi- | 


ritzomake her aliving and a reaſonable creature;for where fin is found 
there is areaſonable ſoule, becauſe none other is capable of know- 
iog and conſequently tranſgrefſing a law made by God, but woman 
was inthe Tranſgrecſſion, that is, ſhee finned, and ſinned firſt before 
Adam;therefore ſhee had a ſoule and a reaſonable ſoule, andthey 
ſceme to have beene wilfully blinde, that whether out of the filence 
of Gad in not mentioning the breathing of a ſoule into Evah, or 
n what other mad conceit would needs make themſelves and 
others beleeve that women had no {oules. 1 conceive it was the de- 
vice of ſome brutiſh and ſenſuall man, that by inſtilling this moſt 
abſurd conceit into that Sexe, would faine- draw them to commir 
all licentiouſnefle with boldnefle, for if they have no ſoules it could 
beno fault inthem morethen in the bruit creatures to give over them- 
ſelyes to all ſenſuality and libidinouſneſſe. You have heard Mans begin- 
ning know now his life, and herein. confider his behaviour and the 
things that befell him; his behaviour bad,geod,indifferent, doubttull. 
Their bad carriage ſtands in two things. Their firſt finne where- 
by chey fell, and their following finnes which they added after 
their fall. The firſt ſinaewas rhe-cating of the forbidden fruit: for 
you ſhall have it recorded that the Lord having placed Adam in 
a garden to dreſſe and keepe it, ſpake to him in this wife. of all 
the trees of the garden thou maiſt eating eate, that is, thou maiſt lawful- 


. | ly and with mine allowance cate, it was at his choice to eate of 
whar kind he pleaſed, and if it ſeemed good unto him to forbeare 
eating of any he might forbeare, then followes a prohibition of one 
kind of fruit, viz. of the tree of knowledge of good and evill which i 


in the midft of the garden thou maiſt not eate, ,that is, you ſhall not 
lawfully do it, in regard of naturall power he had ability to cate and 
not cate of that as of any other, bur God did take away from him the 
morall liberty of caring of it, and by his authority ſaw good to 
abridge hisliberty,  andthisaloneto make it appeare to .Adam, that 
he was an abſolute and a ſoveraigne Lord over him, and had full 
payer and authority to forbid him what he ſaw good to forbid, and 
to command what he ſaw good to command. : So the Lord did here 
call. Adam to a profeſſion of his abſolute ſubjeQion to'God his 
Maker, and of Gods abſolute right rohimſelfe and all other creatures: 
and tothis prohibition he ſubjoynes athreat of death, 7 the day that 
thou eateſt it they ſhalt certanely die,in dying thou ſhalt die. Doubtleffe 
the Lord meant this of both deaths naturall and ſpirit all, and it is 
to be interpreted; thou ſhalt hecamie ſubject to a naturall and to aneter- 
nalldeath, thy body and ſoule both ſhall be made in their.kind mor- 
tall, Thy bady-fubje& to ſuch putrefation and diſtemper as ſhall 


cauſe 


—_ 
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| 
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' of Gods Commandement, or elſe be diſcontent with it, as if hee 


he, Fs 
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@A, dam and Eve, 


cauſe ir ro be an unfit. receptacle for the ſoule, and thy ſoule ſubjeR 
to ſuch ſinfullneſſe and diſtemper in its kind, as ſhall make it unfit to 
hold any fellowſhip with God, and ſo thy ſoule ſhall be ſeparated 
from thy body,and both from God the life of thy life ; inthisſame 
phraſe is the wicked man threatened by the Propher ar Gods ap- 
pointment.0 wicked man thou ſhalt are the death that is,moſt ſarely die and 
be damned, The Lord did not meanethat naturall and cternall dearh 
ſhould inſtantly follow upon theirecating, but obnoxiouſneſle to both, 
and ſome degrees of both ſhould follow inſtantly,and atlaſttheconſum- 
mation of both,with an implicite exception of his grace in Chrift in 
pardoning him. Lo now Adawhad from Gods own mouth an expreſle 
and plaine Commandement, wherein he was directly forbidden one 
and but one tree,with warrant for the*uſe of all the reſt,and a plaine 
and exprefſe threat of death to begin to inſue immediately upon his 
eating. And this Commandement, either God himſelfe, or elſe 
dam had made knowne to Evah, for you heare that ſhee doth 
both alleadge it andoppoſe itto the Serpents tempration at the firſt, 
Now this Commandement fo plaine, ſo eafte, ſo equall, that hee 
could 'not be ignorant of it, nor incurre any inconvenience by 
yeelding to it, norpicke any exception againſt it, This Com- 
mandement which both of them knew full well did they tran 
oreſle, and that very ſpeedily. How long they continued free from the 
finne,I know not, becauſc I find it not revealed and willnot conjecture 
becauſe the nor revealing it by God makes mee thinke it is not 
to much purpoſe to know. If the firſt a&tof cating were that ofthe 
forbidden fruit, it is a great aggravation of their finne, that they 
tranſgreſſed Gods Law in amanner afore they did any other thing, 
if they ſtood any while it is agreat aggravation, that after much ex- 
perience of Gods bounty they would be bold to offend him, and 
taſteof the forbidden fruit after the feeling of che ſweetneſle and 
goodneſle of other fruits : but it was not long afore they did eate, 
and it was likewiſe done upon a poore motive, the temptation of a 
| baſe A oy and it was yeelded unto without much reſiſtance, for 
not many words paſſed them before #ve had condeſcended. You 
have the Storie of this ſinne in Ger. 3. 1,6c. where is firſt the 


MA. 


Tr APJ. 


"'Tempter, a Serpent, the moſt * zaked or ſubtileft of all beaſts;then 
the temptation in the matter of it and the ſucceſſe. The matter, The 
Serpent ſaid to the Woman, hath God indeed ſaid, you ſhall not eate of 
every tree of the garden, in which hee would make Eve cither doubt 


had dealt niggardly with them in nor permitting them to cate of cve-| 
ry tree, or asif the forbidding of this were as much as if heehad 
prohibited them all the trees,intimaring that this was as good as all 
the reſt, and the not givingthem this as nach as the deniall of all the 
reſt. Then the Womans anſwer, telling him that he had allowed ' 
them all the reſt and forbidden this alone, and that on paine of, 
death ; then the Serpents reply, in which he contradiceth Gods, 
. ſ 


How long 
Adam conti- : 
nued before ' 
he ſinned is 
not reycaled, 


* The Hebrew 
word is ambi- 
guous. 

The fall of 
our firſt Pa- } 
rents deſcribed 
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threat, that the Woman might not give credit unto it, for he reils |. 
Evah, that they ſhould not certainely die, yea nor onely ſo, bur | 
that God knew well cnotigh how eating of thar tree would procure ! 
tothem ar increaſe of knowledge, then the ſuccefſe of th: Temy- | 
cation is, that ſhee beleeving the Serpent and conceiving that ſhee | 
ſhould gairie knowledge by the caring and conſidering the beaury | 
and pleaſantneſſe of the fruir, did nor alone eare of it her ſelfe, bu- | 
alſo gave her husband, perſwading him allo to feed of it, which bs | 
at her perſwaſion did. | | 1 


vein nog PIRIE Eg oat: 
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Thus was the firſt Commandement utterly tranſgreſſcd, which | 
ſo ſoone as it was done they began to have ſenceof their nakednefl:, | a. 
and ſewed figleaves together to make them aprons for the covering or : d; 
their nakedneſſe, which now began to appeare ſhamefull unro then. 
| Divers finnes This was their firſt finne, upon this followed divers other finnes,. 
followed the! 7F, their running away from God, and hidingthemſelves among the 
firſt bone. | exees, as if it had beene poſſible for them {o to have eſcayed his 
| fight, and then excuſing their fault, he by laying the fault partly on 
Eve which gave him, and partly upon God which gave her ro him, 
| and fhee upon the Serpent which had ſeduced and beguiled her. ' 
| So they had done evill and ſought to hide their finne intiead of con- 
feffing it and humbling themſelves, for ſo ſinne blindes the minde, | 
hardens the heart, drives a man from God and ſcrs all the minde 
out of frame, eſtranging the ſoule from God and c:ufing a man to be 
filled with {laviſh feare that makes him flie from his preſence This 
finne brought terrour of conſcience, from whence of neceſſity fol- 
| lowed ſinfullnefſe and morrality. This is their bad catriase, 
| Their doubt] Doubtfull and indifferent may ſeeme to have becne their making 
j fall and indi GF them aprons of leaves, for that ſhewed ſome ſhameand deſire to hide 


ferent behayi-} * * DP" 
our. their ſhime. | | ? 
1 The: Now follow the things that were good in them, v/5. their 5:51- | 
Their good ib  . . be : 
carriage. bracing of Gods goodneſle, and rurning to him by Faith and Reopen- | 
| pe why fo; ranceafter the promiſe, intimated in'the giving Eve the name of | 
| : Evah ox Mother of all living, as much as if he had ſaid, though we ' 
| jbe all dead by this finne, yet wee fhall live by the promiſed ſcec | 
qo - which Evah ſhall bring forth, and then Zak giveth the name of | 
; | 


 [Cainetocher firſt ſonne, ſaying, I haveobtained aſonnerhe Lotd,or ! 
|  _ [of the Lard, perhaps expreſſing her hope that Caize was thar !orne 
4 he Lord whhch ſhould bruiſe the Serpents head, and after calling 
] the ſecond ſonne by the name of £92, to fignific their ſubmutrine 
themſelves to the crofſes and miſeries which they felt, and ater | 
l bringing up their ſonnes in a calling, the one a Shepheard, the orher 
aHiusbandmin, and in teaching them to worſhip God and to bring | 
| gifts and ſacrifices to him, the one of his ſheepe, the other of the | 
| Their benefis/ Fits which the land did affoord. | | 

= mein "Now conſider we the betiefits God had beſtowed upon them be-| 
| fore their fall;the making of them after his owne Imas--, in know. | 
. }ledpe, righteouſnefle and trac holincefle, with a moit beautitull, ' 


» 


_ UM 


| 


Gen. þ 


| den, beſides the hope and aſſurance of Eternall life upon condition 
of their obedience, of which Paradiſe it ſelfe and the tree of life 


ſtrong, ſwift, healthic and comely body, free from all danger of 
ſickneſſe, dearh, or other miſery ; giving them dominion over all 
creatures, planting ſo excellent a place for them as Paradife, and 
granting them the uſe of all the trees, and that of life, and purring 
on them ſo pleaſant a ſervice as that of dreſſing and keeping the Gar- 


were fignes unto them. For if wee ſhould live the life of glory by 
obeying the Law, ſo ſhould they bave done ſeeing they alſo were. 
under the ſame Covenant of workes that we be under. | 


chiefe wasthe promiſe of a Saviour, viz. The ſecde of the Woman 
rotread on the Serpents head, that is, to deſtroy the Divell, andthe 
workes of the Divell, and to deliver them fromthe miſchiefe which 


he manifeſted irto them that they might reach it rotheirchjldren, and 
ſo one to another till all knew it, and then making them Breeches and 
continuing their life, and granting them children. Theſe be the be- 
nefits. 2 bo" | 


judging them to an inavoidable neceſſity: of naturall death, ro much: 


forth ill things to him) and that with ſwear and labour, and ſhee 
by bearing children in ſorrow, andby being compelled by ſubjeﬀion 
to her husband ; then by cafing them our ef Paradiſe, debarring 
them the tree of life, and giving Ca:ze over to kill his Brother bet- 
ter then himſelfe, which muſt needs be an heavie crofle to them, 
which God did ſomewhat mitigate by giving them another godly 
ſonne, even Seth. This is their life,cheir death followes. 

Ada lived 9.0. yeares, and for Eves death, itis not mentioned 
how long ſhcelived, for God hath not thought it fic to tell us the 
length of thelife of any woman cxcept Sarah in Scripture : upon 
what conſideration it is hard to gueſſe, bur ſureit is to humble wo- 
mankinde, chat becauſe they were firſt in bringing in death, deſer- 
ved not to have rhe continuance of their lives recorded by Gods pen. 
So have briefely runne over the firſt man and the firſtwoman, And 
now I will make nſe of all. 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


Firſt from their Creation, and the benefirs beſtowed upon them in 
and after their Creation; let uslearne ro acknowledge Godto beour 
| Creator,"the Fountaine of our being, and to ſubmit our ſelves who- 
ly to him in all things, ſeeing we have received our being from him; 
| forin making them he made us inthem, and whatſoever benefits he 
gavehimin Creation, hegave them to us in him, ſeeing if he had 
not caft them away we ſhould not have wamed them. Wee muſt 


\ 


|not lefle praiſe God and be lefſe thankefull forthat happy eſtate, be- | 
AR B 4 : cauſe 


mY 


Adam and Eve. Cuap,.' = | 


Now after their finne God beſtowed divers benefits on them. The | 2- Afeer their 


fall, 


Saran ſought to bring upon them. By which wordshe did makethe | 
Covenantiof grace with them and their Poſterity, providing a re-- 
'] medy <quall to the diſcaſe, and the meanes of revealing it toall,inthat | 


The miſeries they felt were pronouncing a curſe upon» them, ad-! 


ſorrow in their life, he by tilling the - ground (which ſhould bring/] 
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Their Crofles, 


| 
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Their Death, | ' 
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| cauſe Ada forfeited it; for his naughrineſle in ſinning cannor dimi- 


| Parents, fitting all things, ſo that he might have ſtood and delivered 


{ 


niſh the goodneſſe of God in granting to him and his fo great a; 
heape of pleaſures here with certainty of Eternall life after. Doe 
you not ſee that God made us all to happineſle and life in our firſt 


over all thoſe benefirs unto us. Let us not murmure againſt God for 
chepuniſhment juſtly inflicted upon us in them and on them for the 
ſinne commitred by them 5 eſpecially wee muſtpraiſe God for the 
promiſe of the ſeed of the Woman which now God hath perfor- 
med to us, by whom ſalvation and life was offered and tendered 
toall, ſo that by the ſecond Adam all might have received happi- : 
neſle as they loſt it by the firſt, if the fault had not becne and were. 
not mecrely in . themſelves, that have beene and arc careleſſe of 
Gods goodneſſe neglefting to conſider of his mercy, to beleeve in 


him'and to turne to him. 


| promiſed ſeed to deliver us from finne and death, and to repaire the 


( hearken to his ſuggeſtions, but to beleeve Gods threats and ſubmit 


Secondly, in £Adams finne let us all ſee our owne finfullneſle,and 
our mortality and miſery in his miſery, For by one man ſinue came in- 
to the world, and by ſinne death, and ſo death paſſed over all. This 
ſinne is our finne after a ſort, we muſt lament ir and bewaile it, and 
be humbled for it,and in the ſence of our wretchednefle runne to the 


Image of God in us by the: mighty worke of his Spirit, which is 
as eafic for him to doe as to create us juſt at the firſt, and which he 
will as cerainely performe for us if we ſecke it asheedid then in our 
firſt making. 

Againe, let us learne to hate and loarth finne and Satan, not to 


to his Commandements, let the husband refolve not to obey the 
voice of his wife againſt God, let the wife rake heed of drawing 
her husbandtoſinne, let the husband rather reforme her then be cor- 
rupted by her. O beware of thinking to getany thing by doing 


We ſhould nor hh 4 | 
bee proud of apparell which-is no better then a badge 'of our wicked rebellion and 


| 
| 


| know concerning Adam and Eveour firſt Parents. 


| 


wickedneſſe, diſobedience will bring-nothing in concluſion but mi- 


ſery and unhappineſle. 
Let us take heed of flying from God and of excufing our faults 


and caſting the blame upon others, chiefely upon God himſelfe, as 
Adam did, but let us rather confeſle, lament, and truſt in his mercy, 
and imploreit, then dawbe and difſemble,and thinke to eſcape by fri- 
volous ſhifts and extenuations;and eſpecially learne not to be proud of 


of ourſhamefull nakedneiſe. Let us be the better for the things we 


. Againe, lerus be carecfull to follow them in all good deeds which 
they did; Oletus repent and belecye in Chriſt hoping for life by him 
according to the Covenant of grace, asthey did when they had bro- 
ken the Covenant of Workes. Forby truſting in Chriſt we ſhall goe 


to Heaven.inthe way of Evangelicall obedience, ſtanding in arclolu- 


tionand indeayour not to finne, and acarcfull humbling our ſelves aad 
ſeeking | 
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ſceking pardon when wefaile, as ſure asthey. or we ſhould have done | 
inthe way of Legall obedience,if they and we had remained innocent; 
and God will as ſurcly inable us to this Evangelicall obedicnce,if we 
ſceke to him forgrace and the renewing of his Image- in us, as hee 
had inabled him to Legall and cxa&t obedience, In truth Chrift 
harh made the way to life eternall as caſte to us in the'path of the 
Goſpell, as it was to him inthe path of the Law, for wee have grace 
to keepe us from loving and ſervnig finneas ſure as hee had power to 


G E N, cAdam and: Eve. Cn A'P43i) ''9 


abſtaine from committing finne. Say toyour ſelves, Adams linne ſhall 
not damne mee, if in ſence of the miſery which it brought upon me ! 
I can fully ſeeketo Chrift the promiſed ſeed. 

& Further, let us follow him and her in that was good in both. 


How did Adam accept his wife, ſaying, This fieſh of my fleſh, 
and ſhee ſhall be called Evah, and 4 man ſhall forſake Father and Mo- 
ther and cleave to his wife; O you husbands love your wives as 
your owne fleſh, cleave to them above all, and forſaking all other, | 
keepe you onely to them. You wives be content to be ſubjedt to | 
your husbands, as itis ſure Evah was betore her fall at leaſt,and pro- | 


bable aftertoo, for we reade of no braules betwixtthetn, ' O joyne | 


| would have affoorded, and had he foundall rhe creatures as good and 


then in the knowledge of the true God and care of worſhipping bin: 
I-ay teach your ſonnes and danghters things neceſfaty' for their profi-. 
table and holy living in the world; bring them not up ih-idlenefic and 
ignorancc,but ſo carry your ſclves to them, that it may-nat be 1mpu-! 
tedto you if they prove wicked, and be thankfull to:God: for: yout 
children, and learne to rejoyce, eſpecially in their goodnelle, as Adwn: 
and Evah did in Seths. Learne of your firſt Parents to be god Pa-: 
_ and follow all the things that were good and /commendable in 
them. 

\ Againe, from their afflitions, learne to prepare for afflitions, and' 
to make /a good uſeof them when they come, if you thinke to live in 
this worid withour briers and thornes, without ſwear and labour you! 
are much deceived. Crofles are affigned to us as juſt chaſtiſemencs 
forour finne 3 we muſtto duſt, let us expe miſery arid death, and la- 
Hour to make our ſelves fit for crofſes. It was Gods great goodnefle 
that he would not ſuffer Ada to remaine in Paradiſe and to enjoy 
thetree of life.. For had hee lived in ſo. much pleaſure as that place: 


comfortable to himnow after his fall when his nature was made fin- 

full; as when it was finlefſe, © how greatly would his fin have growne: 
through rhe fatnefſe of thar over delightfull eftate, even as weedes- 
doe inarich and unmanured foyle. , Sure had not God ſent aciwſc; 
onthe catth, and inflited priefe and miſery upon tnan, hee would, 
never have repented, never have conceived of his. fpirituall — 
| neverhaveturnedto God andfoughr Godſa that as it i$a inercy inthe! 


| to ſendtheſe afflitions onus: Let usnot therefore flatter our ſelves! 


rogether to bring up your children well, firſt in ſome honeſt calling, | 


Phyſitian ro make the paticntſicke with amedicine, ſairwas in God:| 


in | 
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xde bibe, lude eate and.dripke and take thine eaſe ; we ſhould ſay to our ſelyes ra- 
&c, 


(GN; 1 Example of Cnar.. 
in-vaine conceits of living merrily, but let us prepare for afflict- | 
ons, which all -muft in ſome degree meete withall in their ſeverall 
callings. It was the voice of an Epicure in the rich man, thar ſaid, 


ther, ſinne hath: made mee ſubje& ro divers croſſes, andyT will la- 
bour to receive them patiently from Gods Almighty hand, if he 
chinke it fir to exerciſe me with them. 


your children; thinke this boy may proove not an Abel, nota Scth, 
but- a Care, awicked and a finfull Caire,a hater of goodnefſe, and 
fugitive from God. Let meetake heed therefore thar I docnot over- 
love him, that: I: doe not cocker him, and as it were marre and kill 
his foule by over-cheriſhing his body. If wee finde our ſelves apr. 
to\ over-prize andover-love our children, wee muſt moderate thoſe 
paſſions by ſuch meditations, and if we finde our ſelves apt to over- 
grieve for their death, wee muſt tell our ſelves, Ah might nottheir 
| lives have prooved much more bitterto mee then their death can; 
who would: not rather bury a ſonne young then live to ſee him proove 
aCain, 'and who can'tell bur his ſonne for whoſe death hetakes on 
with ſo much exceffiveſorrow, may not fall our to be as wicked as 
Caine, If any ſay I hopenot ſo, I anſwer him, where be the grounds 
of his hope £-did not our firſt Parents hope as much thinke you e 
Sure' Evah giving Caine a name ſhewed that ſhee had good hopes of 
him when h$ was borne, yea thoſe that have good and godly chil- 
. dren” muſt prepare to be croſſed in their affliftions. Haſt thou an 
'Abel,'a godly child, O make thine heart ready to heare that ſome. 
wicked hand Go knockt him on the head, perhaps his owne Bro- 
— {ther, that ſome violent death hath ſeized upon him and taken him 
away before his time, and labour to be willing to yeeld to Gods 
hand if hewill fo crofle thee, for why ſhouldſt not thou ſtoope to 
'as heavie aburden as that which 14am and Eve did beare inthe 
' beginning of the world. For the death of good children, yea 
[their miſerable and untimely death, and for the wickednefle, yea 
'the notorious and unnaturall wickedneſlc of other children,let every | 
; man prepare himſelfe, by looking upon the example of Adam and 
Eve, that ſuffered theſe croſſes, yea let every godly man learne to. 
prepare'for perſecution from all Caines, bur that wee. ſhall treat on 
when we come to «Abels example. 
| -.But- Brethren we muſt not onely prepare for croſlcs of this kinde, 
'but7we muſt 'alfo make a good uſe of them when they come, tharis, 
| weemuſt turnethem into medicines as Phyſitions doe ſome poylſons, 
cauſing the ſorrow which they: will worke in usto become a medi- 
cingapainſt ourfinnes of whichthey be the proper and naturall effects, 
When you meete with crofſes and-calamitics, ſay, now I ſee Gods 
Juſtice 'and Gods Truth,nowT ſee the hatefullneſſe and hurtfullneſſe 
ofcfiane, -and therefore:now 1 will mourne, not becauſeI am croſſed, 
 bur/becauſe T have deſervedthis croſſe, anda worſeroo,and fo frame. | 
7 to 


5 


« *Eſpecially you thar are Parents of children, looke for croſſes in | 
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to confeſſe and bemoane the fſinne, and to ſupplicate for pardon 
and helpe at the hand of God in the name of Chriſt, eſpecially 
looke to thoſe ſinnes to which your croſſes have ſome reference and 
reſpet. Are you croſled in your goods, thinke if you did not over- 
love them and get them unjuſtly, or if in your children, ſee it you 
did not over-love them and cocker them, and fo inall things of like 


againſt him, and ſo frame to lament your ſinnes and to ſecke helpe 
againſt them. This will helpe to make your crofle eafie and quick- 
ly to remove it, this will cauſe that you ſhall be gainers evenby 
croſſes. When wee ſee the ill deſervings of finne and the perfect 
[righteouſneſſe, yea the goodneſſe of God in calling thus to repen- 
| trancez happy arc they rhat be ſo affiited and ſo taught in Gods 
wales. | | 

And Brethren let mee yet make one uſe of Adam and Eves 
great finne, ro warne you, that you take heed of preſuming of your 
owrne ſtrength, and of boaſting that you will never commit ſuch 
and ſuch afinne, for it theſe two in their innocency could not 
cf cape when they negleRed to ſue to God for ſtrength, O how much 
morc fhall not we ſtand if we adventure to bragg and boaſt, and pro- 
miſe much of qur ſelves, but when finne begins to gather upon you, 
and Satantotempr, then flic to prayers and to requeſts, and to the 
threats and Commandements, and apply thoſe threats, and pray 
God to inable you to keep the Commandements, then ſhall you doe 
ſo well as you can wiſh, clfe large promiſes will bring forth no- 
thing bur ſorry performances. Thus ſhould Zve have done, and 


then ſhee ſhould have had her prayers granted, and -her faith ſta- | 
bliſhed, andeſcaped the fault. And as Ithinke the firſt of all the 


the Serpent (by which he ſought by ſtep and ſtep ro deſcend to 
this ſolicication,) that then ſhee did nor revive inher mind the con- 
 fideration of Gods preſence, and of her dependance upon him, and 
of his readinefle to give her helpe on her ſecking it, and of her | 
owne imbecillity as being a creature, to ſtand withour continuall | 
ſupport from him. Forſure the Morrall Law lay upon Adam and. 
Evah as well as upon us, and they. ought thus to have behaved 
themſelves in temptation ; here therefore T ſay was her firſt failing. 
For we muſt not thinke that there was no finne precedent to the 


ER 


drawne away to diſtruſt Gods Truth, todeny his threats, to affeR | 
knowledge againſt Gods allowance, and to be bold to finnce, when; 
ſhee conceived that no danger would grow from it but much bene- 
fir : all theſe were faults and preparations to the grcat atuall fault. | 
Indced it is probable, thar if ſhee had taken her ſelfe in theſe ſlips, 


they had come to ſuch an head, that then ſhee ſhould nor have 
beene corrupted by them, ſoas to fall into finfullnefſe and mortality, | 


i ſet her ſclfe and graces on worke to have reſiſted them before 
becauſe 


acuall cating of the forbidden fruir, yea her being enticed and |- 


faults of Zv4h was, that ſhee was led away by the wary ſpeeches of | £ves firſt faulr, 


| 12 (Gr nn, Example of "1 P42, 
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[becauſe the Lord had limited the threat of death to aQtuall eating : 
| but howſoever theſe things were faults in ve, and now wee muſt 
 learne; therefore not to preſume any thing of our ſclves, but to 
| confeſſe that if wee doe not ſeeke ro God for his ſuſtentation and 
ſo obraine the ſame from him, we ſhall ſurely be overcome to com- 
mit any ſinnethough never {o grievous. PN | 
Bur againe, wee muſt be incouraged to repent of finne and to 
crave pardon of it, any oreatneſle of it notwithſtanding, for even 
this finne of our firſt Parents is to rhem pardoned. This firſt and 
The greatneſle| oxand finne, the finne of finnes,rhat did inwrap in it all the blaſphe- 
of our ri Pa) mics and Idolatries, &c. of all after-times, and was as I may fo 
ſpeake in powet all finne, even this ſtnne is forgiven; «Adam which 
| caſt all into ſinne, out of Paradiſe, and out of Heaven whar in him 
lay, even this 44a 15 in Heaven himſclfe, yea Eve that drew 
Adam to it, and perſwaded her husband to the committing of ſo 
monſtrous a Treſpaſle, to the poyſoning of him and all his; ſhee is 
| pardoned, ſhee is in Heaven. As God ſet forth the riches of his 
| Mercy in pardoning ſo vile and capitall a ſinner as Pau! was, thar 
| in him he might ſhew an example of all long-ſuffering; fo hathhe |. 
| ſet forth the abundance of his Grace in Chriſt by remitting the 
| fault, and ſaving the ſoules of theſe and theſe ſinners, which did 
| not whart they did in falfe zeale as Paul, but in wilfull unbeleefe 
| and rebellion. Wherefore let no man doubt of obtaining pardon 
| by the grace of God in Chriſt, becaule of the greatneſle of his fin. 
For if by the. offence of one many be dead, much more fhall the 
grace of gift, and the ziff by grace abound unto mercy ; and if in 
; Adam al{zhe, thatis, be made ſubje& to death, ſo iz Chriſt much 
more ſhall, all be made alive, it they truſt in him and turne, if death | 
raigned by the firſf CAdam, much more ſhall 2race raigne by the- 
\ ſecond Adam; It, by oe mans diſobedience many were made ſinners, 


_— 


| much morc by one mans obedience ſhall many be made righteous. lt is 
'an extreame diſ-valuing of Cariſts righteouſneſſe, and under-pri- 
'zing of Gods mercics in,Chriſt, if any greatnefſe of finne hinder 
| 'us from ſeeking to God' for pardon and truſting to finde it. If we 
- ſhould be appointed to deſerve remiſſion of our owne fianes every | 
man for himſelfe, then a man.might hope to get out of little finnes 
but not out of great, and fo grearnefle of ſinne might diſhearten him: 
bur ſeeing-ir is Chriſt the Sonne of God as well as Man, that hath 
ſatisfied ar once fbr the ſinnes of all, by being a Propitiation for the 
| finnes of the whole world, now it is too too great a weakeneſle, | F 
| and too too palpable an ignorance of Chriſt and diſparagement to | ; 
' him, to doubt of pardon, becauſe of the greatnefſe of finne, and | | 
| that wee may aſſure our ſelves, loc Adam and Eve ſaved, acou- | $ 
| ple thar ler in the floud-gates to all finne, andrhat in committing ſo | © | 
great a diſobedience, did commit at once all the finnes of all the ' 
{world. There canriot be! thought any offence greater, for the rime, | 
| place, perſons finning, occaſions of finning, helpes againſt ſinne, | 
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Commandement tranſgreſled, no nor the matter of 'the finne nei- 
ther. 'For though the thing materially conſidered were but eatin 
an apple, a plum, or whatſoever fruit it might be, yetrhar apple was 
as it were a Sacrament, a viſible profeſſion of their care to torbeare 
all finne by forbearing it, and ſo the taking of that was a worſe 
ſinne then if it had beene very actuall adultery or murder, as if a 
man ſhould take the Sacramentall bread and give it to a dogg, or | 
caſt it into the fire, or trample it under feer knowing it to be the 
Sacrament, ſure he wereas vile and farre more vile an offender, then 
if he ſhould lie in waite at his neighbours doore to defloure his wife,or 
comurder himfelfe or any of his honfchold. Now therefore take 
heart to runne to God penitently for pardon in Chriſt, and be ſure 
'of ſucceſſe. And if greatnefle and multitude of fin offer it ſelfe to 
diſcourage you and to dampe your hopes, referre your ſelves to | 
Adam and Eve, and ſay, their one finne was more in badneſſe then 
all my finnes, and yet they were pardoned upon their repentance, 
and ſo ſhall I, and then even violently breaking thorough all ob- 
jeions, give over thy ſelfe toſorowfull confeſſions and ſupplicati- 
ons and thou ſhalt be pardoned. 

If any ſay my finne was worſe then _74ams, for I have finned 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt; I anſwer, if thou haſt ſinned againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, repent and thou ſhalt be pardoned, for the cauſe why 
| that ſinne' cannot be forgiven, is not want of mercy in God or 
merits in Chriſt, but ſuch abundance of hardnefſe in them, that 
I they will not ſceke to God for pardon or for grace to repent. 
! . | Wherefore I ſay againe looke on thy firſt Parents, that how bad | 
| ſoever thou beeſt were cauſes of thy being ſo bad, and promiſe 
thy ſelfe pardon upon repentance, becauſe they are pardoned, and 
p | hope to be penitent if rhou indeavour and ſeeke it, becauſe they 
| were helped which were as vile finners as thy ſelfe. | 
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PO Ext after Adam and Evah, the Scriptures 

A TD propound unto us the Examples of Cajze and. 

v Abd, rwo fonnes of thoſe Parents. Firſt, 
g wee muſt ſpeake of Caize, who being the 

cld-r Brother was yet the worſer man, for 

the Lord hath never accuſtomed to give his | 

Sy graces according to the priviledges of age, 

7 | ASS S/ a thatthe gift may appeare to be free and ora-! 

8 EEE tuitois, not at all deſerved by any thing | 

7 ' that the man may / finde i in himſclfe, 

: Now ſpeaking of Caize, we muſt handle his Birth and Life, for| 

g it hath not ſeemed govd ro God to tell us any thing of his death. 

| His Birth wee have, Gen.4.1. Adam knew Evah he wife and ſhee Caines Birth, | 

Hunag”s and bare a ſonne, and called his name Caine, or a poſleſſi-| | 

ſaying, T have obtained a man of the Lord, or, as it may be 

| "aan 4 man the Lord, perhaps expreffing her conceit to be, 

l that this ſonne of hers muſt be that man who was alſo to be God, | 

; ' that ſhould redeeme her ſelfe and all men from the miſchicfe which 

: rhe Serpent had brought uponthem, bur ifſhee had any ſuch hopes. | 

[ iſhee had much deceived her ſelfe, for God doth ſcldome __— 

| C12 uc 
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ſuch haſt in granting ſo great things immediately after the pro- 
miſe, he chooſeth rather ro exerciſe the faith and patience of his 
[pcople in waiting ſome good and large ſpace of time forthe perfor- 
mance of the promiſe. |, Ge . 
| caines carriaze] Now concerning this man we will note firſt his carrfage and be- 
1.Gzod. * | haviour, then the things thar befell him. - In his carriage ſome things 
ing. | Are for mattter good, ſome things altogether evill. Thar which 
The commen| is good is, that at his Fathers appointment and education he betook 
7 oo va _ himſelfe to a needfull trade of life, for ſo it is. ſaid, Caine was a 
cs tiller, of the ground,hat is, he gave himſelfe to Husbandry, This cal. 
ling as it is very uſefull, for even the King is ſerved by the land thar 
is tilled, ſo. it is you fee a very anctent calling, jt is full of poines 
and full of profir, »uch increaſe (faith Salomon)doth come by the labour 
of the Oxe, but where m0 Oxe i the crib i empty. You ſee ir hath 
the precedencic of the Shepheard, for the elder fonne wa: afligned 
to this trade as the moft neceſſary, Wherefore mee thinkes they doe 
| not ſhew themſelves to be of the ſame minde with Adam, that 


; are ſti]l ready to pull downe tillage and ſet up paſtorage, as I may 


men, and therefore they that are led more by ielfe-love then by 
charity or the love of mankind, are more affeted to itz bur ſurely 
Gods pleaſure was in making the World to make provifion for a 
multitude to live in convenient abundance, rather then for a few ro 
live in exceſſive riches. Howloever you ſee this is good in Caine,he 
imbraced acalling and lived painefully therein, for hee was tilling 
the ground, he did not alone take upon him the name of a Husband- 
| man, but did exerciſe himſclfe in the workes of that calling. 
2. Was out- | Secondly, Caine was religious too, atlcaſt in reſpe& of theputward 
wardly religi-| a@ts, for inn proceſſe of time-Hee brought a gift to the Lord of the fruit of 
—__ the ground, hee worſhipped God by offering ſomething to him of 
that which by his goodnefle and blefling the earth did bring forth 
unto him. The Lord will be ſerved even with our coſts, with 
ifts, with rendring him backe againe ſomething of rhat which him- 
ſelfe hath given-us. He commanded 7/rael not to-appeare before 
him emptie, but to bring free-will-ofterings and heave offerings of 
their hands. God loves not an empty worthippe?, heis liberall to 
us, he would have us alſo liberall ro him, weereceive much from 
him, he lookes to receive ſomething of us, that ſo we may actually 
acknowledge him to be the giver of all. He is not contented that 
the mouth worſhip him in prayers and praiſes, nor the eare in hea- 
ring and attending to him, nor the body in bowing it ſelfe tohim, 
nor the hands in lifting up themſelves, but he will be honoured with 
our goods, as Salomon ſaith, Prov.z.9. even with our ſubſtance, For 
though he hath not now commanded any thing ro be burnt upon 
the Altar, having aboliſhed all Sacrifices by ſending his Sonne, to 
offcr up himſelfe in Sacrifice for our finnes, that he might take away 
our ſinnes by that one offering once for all; yet now he hath appoin- 
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| call it. Indeed paſtorage gives moſt private gaine to one or two | 
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red ſuch aworſhip as cannot be maintained without coſt, in regard 
| of the perſons attending it and the . inſtruments of it, and hee-hath 
{now appointed them to reape our carhly things'in his ſteed, which 
in his ſteed doe ſowe.unto us ſpirituall things. Marke this then as 
a thing in ic ſelfe' good, to worſhip God and to worſhip him with 
oiving a gift unto him, as alſo in the Pſalme hee ſaith, 6ring' pre. 
ſents to him that ought to be feared. _ | 1 Wtic:h 
| Further, it was a lawfull and good thing in Carne even afterhis 
great finne committed, that he built a City, for ſurely to take order 
for the repleniſhing of men with people, and the commodious habi- 
ration of 'men borne. into the world, is a good and commendable 
thing in it ſcife, though: men may eafily and often doe tranſgreſſe 
much \in-the manner of doing ir. Therefore the Lotd faith,Eſay 58. 
12. in commendation of his people and in way of promiſing agreat ; 
benefit and honour. There ſhall be of thee that ſhall build the old waſte 
; places. Thow- ſhalt raiſe np the foundations of many generations, and 
' thou ſhalt be called the Repairer of the breach, the referer of paths. 80 
dwell in. Surely, if to build old wafts and repaire decaied places 
that they may ſtand to many generations be a praiſe, as you: heare 
/from the Prophet, then to build new: that were:i not: built be: 
| fore, that alſo is a good rhing and-laudable; This therefore muſt 
' be noted as agood thing in Caine, that hee gave himſelfe. ro-build 
'A City. f 2; OO? gies! | e190” it) TIE 221] 
Laſtly, thatis good in him, that he -wasthe husband of one wiſe 
and did content himſelfe with the firſt inſtitution of marriage; nor 
corrupting it with taking variety of women to one and the::iſame 
man at the ſame time, as God had+made but one Eve for Adam; 
and ſaid,a #247 ſhall cleave 10 his wife, not to his wives,and they ſhatt;be 
one fleſh; meaning, they two, not threeor foure. Someare of opi- 
'nionthatin the beginning E94h at every burden bare twinnes, and 
'ſo there came into the world together a man and a woman, whether 
' this was fo or not I cannot affirme, but ir may ſeeme' probable, 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt makes not much mention of- the bringi 
forth of any woman before the flood, therefore it. may bethought 
that their-birth is comprehended in the narration 'of the birth of the 
more worthy Sexe, and that together with man they were, concci- 
ved and and borne; but whatſoever became of this conceit; it-is 
evident Cave had bur one wife, and. that is commendable .in him: 
And this is all that I can /picke our of the Story that is good in this 
bad man, for even in a bad manalſo may be found many things that 
forthe matter of them are very good. | 
| T procced now to fer forth the evill of Caime,who was an unſan 
; ified man, as witneſſeth S.70hn,. 1 Fpiſt.1.3. He was of that evill 
one, thar is the Divell; a child of Satan hee was notwithſtandt 


\ 


3. Built a City. 


/ 


377 $f | 


4 


4 Had but one} | 
wife, 


Some thinke 
Eve ſtill bare 
tvwinnes, 


- } 


— A. A. 


carriage, , 
1.In generall, | 
He was 2 

wicked man, 


all rhat good that:he did. A man unſandtified therefore may-be| 
painefull in his calling ;\a man unſanRified may' worſhip Ged' and 
bring him gifts;. a;man. unſantified may build Cities ; aan 
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ſanRified may live honeſtly with his wife. Neither muſt any man | 
| . ]-conceit hinf{clfe -a childe. of God becauſe hee can. truly affirme of: 
hindfelfe rhar he doth theſe and many other good and commendable | 
things. 'This'is no more then may be found in a Caine who was of! 
| Caines faulesin| 3648 evill one. | 
particular. | . Bye Jet us looke into his vices and faults, The firſt and worſt ! 
ts He W352 faule is, hewas an Hypocrite, one in whom hypocrifie ruled, for | 
had henor beene ſuch a one, the Lord would not have forborne to | 
ſhew the ſame refpet to him and to his gift that hee ſhewed | 
co his Brother Abe! and his gift. God is not an accepter of per- | 
ſons, he doth not regard oric fincere man and negleq another thar ' 
hath che ſame fincerity, but hee heares all that call upon himin truth, 
as ſaith the Pfalmift: and in every nation thoſe that feare him and + 
worke righteouſneſſe are aceeptable to him,ſecing then God did nor teſtifie | : 
| of his gifts, they were bur the gifts of an hypocrite. For an hypo- | 
ons vgs * | crite. is hee which-contenteth himſelfc with a forme of religion, in [ 
| perferming the cxternall afts of it and is nor ſanRified by it, hath not 
the dominion of finne broken, hath not the image of God renewed % 
in.him, hath nor the divine nature beſtowed upon him, nor cares 
net ſeckes to: have it, but contents and fatisficth himſcife in theſe 
| excernall devotions. Whoſocver is carefull ro come to Gods Or- 
| dinatces, to pray;'heare, reade, receive rhe Sacraments, and the 
like ats of religion, - and doth ſo carcleſly, overly, and negligently | 
- -* * ,{ performe them, 'as not in them to ſceke and attaine true ſanity 
and recovering out of the ſnare of the Divell and power of finne, 
(for theſe effects of. true religion are not 'denicd to any in and by 
thoſe ordinances. butto thoſe which negle@ to ſerve for themin and 
by theſe Ordinances) heis avery Caize,thart-is, gn Hypocrite. Hypo- 
. | crifieis a fearefull ſin, and this was Caires firſt and worſt fin,that he was 
an Hypocrite, he performed indeed the outward work of religion; bur 
. |petformed it not our of faith and with a defire therby to dotrue honour | , 
" I to God, and to give himſclfe unto God, and to get grace from Godto ; 
make him his, bur barely out of cuſtome or reſpe to his Fathers au- | 
| -|thority who had ſo trained him up, or out of a kinde of imperfe&t 
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naturall devotion, that he might ſeeme to himſelfe good,and nouriſh 
in himſelfe good hopes of eſcaping Hell and getting Heaven : 
Notwithſtanding his taking leave to himſclfe ro commit other ſins 
| __ { which liked him, or ſuch other like corrupt and meere ſelfe re- 
ſpecting cnds,as credit with his Father and Mother and the reſt of 
| his Brethren and Siſters ; the Lord that ſaw deepcly into Caines | 
| heart and found it fild with guile, thatir did not draw neerc to him p 
: -- | whenhis body did, would ar firſt make it appeare, that it was not 
1 © poſſible to deceive him by diſguifes, and thexcfore by not ſhewing 
| - - |any note df rciped, did plainely diſcover his utter diſlike of ſuch 
'  *+/ + - | meere. outfide ſervice as hee bath alſo done at other times; ſaying, 
that thoſe which draw neere to him with their lips and have their hearts 
| farre: from him, doe worſhip him in vaine, and that if any man ſeeme 
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to be religiozs alone, his relizion is in waine, and that "bee is n0t.4. 
which is one outwaydly; } | 

The ſecond finne of Caine followes, that when he perceived that | 2. Was rexed 
Ged had not reſpect to him and his ſacrifice, hee was wrath and bis conn. \ 3b eunite 
fenance fell, he had a furious inſide and a dogged outfide, whereas 
hee ſhould have looked into the cauſe, he onely chafed at the — 
This is a fearcfull fine, when amanis puniſhed, to be vexcd at « 
puniſhment, and nor take care to ſee and reforme the finne which | 
cauſeth the puniſhment... This is to accuſe God as the Author of 
the evill, and not himſelfe, and ſo to juſtifie himſelfe above God; 
this is to ſhew apredominancy of pride and blindnefle, thatout of an | 
high opinion of himſelfe hath his minde mufled as it were from 
_ 1. ſeeing his owne faults, ir is to ſhew that he ſerveth that finne which 
" : | pupi ments cannot make him humbly to confeſſe; and this wrath 

3 | and falne countenance was procured throughenvie againſt his Bro- | 
i ther ; for he did not onely vexc himſelfe becauſe his one Sacrifice 
? found no approbation, bur alſo hated his Brother, becauſe his was 


'P accepted, as appeares, becauſe God in reprooving his ſulleg and 
S. dogged lookes, doth tell him inſtantly, that ano rhee ſhall be bu de- 
k fire, that is, I know Caine what aileth thee, thou art wrath agaitiſtcthy 
Brother, and hateſt him, becauſe he is more regarded by nee thei 
thy felfe, but know that I intend not to rake away the ſupetiotity 
which thine ape gives thee, he ſhall be thine infertour i reſþcR of | 
governement, though he be better then thy ſelfe in vertues,” Thou 
ſhale-be the ruler of the Family after dw and not liee, Por it |... | 
that time the governement of theworld was onely domeſticalland ——_—— 
the elder Brother was the chiefe Magiſtrate under and after the Pa- | World dome- 
ther. So envie ruled in Caine, diſcontent feſtred to att hatred of his | * 
| Brother, becauſe hethovght his Brother had more reſpeR then him- 
{clfe, and ſo that his Brother hindred him from being accepted. EH. 
This envie is much cotidemned. It is ſaid, Znvie not finutrs, ninch | <yill. " 
|leſſe the righteous, and S.Paul ſaith, Let us not be covertns of waine-gls-| _ _ - 
ry, provoking one anothcr, enwying one another, noting vaine-glory to| * 
| be the roote on the which cenvie growesz and Salon ſaith, Who 
can ſtand againſt envie, noting it to be one of the moſt unreaſona- 
| ble faults thar is, as hating a man becauſe hee is not as miſerable as 
 himſelfe, or at leaſt becauſe he is more happie than himſelfe. This | 
is aſecond fault of Caine. 
A thirdis, that when God himſelfe did gemly and dnely admo- | |. nia no 
niſh him of his fault, and ſought to aſſwage his hatred and his wrath, | mend his faul 
yet he did nothing at all reforme it, butrarhergrew worſe, ſhewing | Trouphte ms 
chat cnvie carried \ 


i 


| im away ſtill, and hee did nouriſhand foſter, not | Riſhed by 
| oppoſcand reſiſt it, For God came and ſhewed him good reaſoii; | bimſclte. 
{ boththat hee ſhould not beangry at his not being accepted, and alf6 
| that he ſhould not have a grudpe againſt his Brether becauſe he wi 
accepted, for if thow doe well, ſaith the Lord, ſhalt thou not be accepted; 
oy is, notthy Brother is an TY any reſpeing ofthy = 
| 4 | 
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and thy Sacrifice, but thine ill doing, Thou ſerveſt mee with out- | 
ward ſervice, but thou art a bad man and liveſt not well, therefore | 


( then himſelfe. Note this fault,. he would not be amended by words, | 
; he hardned hifnſclfe againſt an admonition.; . - | 

Hens '- A-fourth and a worſe fault: was, he ſpake to his Brother and gat | | 
i | him into the: field our of company (for no doubt there were more 


But with what; F 2x6 0 Epi | ; 
weapon is un-! more) and there he knocks him on the head (with what Wcapon 1t 
certaine, 


| |his finger in blood and inthe blood of his own Brother; notwith- 
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murder | \The fifth was he did not repent of the finne when hee had done | 
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it, nor of himſelfe rannero God with humble confefſiun, nay when' . 
God cameto bring him to repentance, then hee ſtood in deniall of | 
his fault, and was angry with God for going abovt to charge him |: 
with his Brother ; for when the Lord came and asked him where his: 
| Brother was,he made anſiver that he could not tell, lyingto God him- | 
| |ſelfe you ſee, and ſhewing himſelfe to be altogether ignorant, or ar 
| leaſt heedlefſe of his All-ſeeing eye, and 1n a kind of diſcontent as- 
| king the Lord, why he ſhould aske of him, where Abel was,ſceing 
' no man had ever appointed him to be Abels keeper, | 
Here is a fearefutl finne not to confefle a finne committed, but ro 
| lic and feckeif he could to hide it from God by deniall. So thar 
Caine was growne worſe then Adam, he onely excuſed the faulr, he 
| ! denics, ſaying, he could not tell what was become of him whom ' 
| lhimſelfc ha# murdered, fo denying in his heart that God was pre- 
ſentin all places and ſaw all things. So his heart was hardned in 
wickedneile, and he was growne a deſpifer of God, a denier of his : 
Omniſcience, and he had made himſclfe quite impenitent, | 
Impenitencic in his finnes, that was another of Cazxes faults. Inſtead 
| of falling downe and ſaying, I have finned, he faith, I have not done 
ir, thou doſt unjuſtly in asking me ſuch a queſtion, like the Phariſees, | 
| that afterthey had killed Chriſt, were ſo farre from repenting, that | 
; they ſeemed to take it in high diſdaine, that the Apoſtles would ſeeme | 
| to bring thar mans bloud upon them. Marke this finne, I ſay marke | 
it, he hides his ſinne, denies it, will not goe to God with humble | 
| confeſſions and ſupplications. This is to be a Caize, tocommit great | 
finnes, and continue remorſelefſe and unrepentant, not regarding to | 
confeſſe no not to God himfelte, though God uſe meanes co make him | 
ſee and contefle. | 
Now another faulc-is, that after God had cenſured him for his | 5c matecree| 
offence, he grumbled and deſpaired, for his ſpeeches carry an im- | TO 
preſſion of both theſe vices, and are uttered, ſo thatthey will beare 
| both renderings, My ſinne i greater then can be pardonad, or, My pn- [ 
niſhment is ereatcy then T can beare, So Caine was polſlefled with a | 
mixture of deſperateneiſe 3nd murmuring, he denies God the honour 
of his mercy in not conceiving himable to forgive that {in,therfore he 
thought.it in vaineto confelle and aske pardon and ſo forbare to doe 
| it, and hethought the puniſhment unjuſt and too ſevere, as being more 
then hee could beare, as if God in puniſhing an unpenitent (inner 
ſhould looke not what the finne did deferve, but what the finner | 
could undergoe. Whereas puniſhment muſt be proportioned to the 
greatneſſ: of the fault,nor the ſtrength of the offendor. He ſhould have 
cryed out of the greatneſle of the finne,nor of the puniſhment, hee 
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| ſhould have confeſſed the greatnefſe of Gods mercy, but he mutrers 

7 {againſt him as both unjuſt and unmerciful], and ſo repents not but re- 

| pines, complaining that God had laide him open to all mens injuries 

now, ſothat every one might kill him. Thisis a Ce, a man ſo hard- 

jned with ſ{inne that hecan neither ſubmitto Gods juſtice nor _yaot | 
DO 


UMI 


A Ky I 
| 6 = EMATY - a. we 2 
EY is SET 2£ £ s 27.905 
. "2 z » x - - - 
do . Fe , : 
+ Y 
» »..4 4 
”. . - — 
_ 
T,. 


P *; j 
- | » i 


——_—_ 


22 Gen, The Example of Cna beg / 


v | 


— 


{o | | 


' 

| his mercy, bur denics the one, and calumniates the other, and 
| perſiſts impenitently. 
| 


7. Perits im{ For that isthe laſt of all his finnes, he goes away quite from God | 


ekege? | and his Father, ceaſeth ro continue a member of that family, and 


of that Church,gives over all outward ſhewes of religion; turnes | 
meere worldly and earthly, and ſeckes to caſc the ſmart of his con- | 
| ſcience by building and buſling in che world, declaring a piece of | 
; vaine glory 'too, by calling his City after the name of his firſt- | | 
borne, as it were boaſting of it, that hee ſhould have his fonne the 
Lord of a City of hjs owne name, Henoch of Henoch. A tearcfull 
offence to perſiſt Nill in impenirencic, to caſt of all ſhew of religion, | v4 
to excommunicate himſelfc out of the Church, and burte himſclfe 1 
| inyanity and worldlinefle, foto ſtifle his owne conſcience and dea- | 
 denhis owne heat more and more. 
| 3, His proſpe- | Now [I have done with Caizes carriage good and bad. I come 
ty and adver-| tgthe things that befell him,good and bad. 
| 4 benefits] Firſt good, you ſee God gave him a ſonne and ſonnes fonne, and 
had poſterity | Continued his life along time.to give him ſpace of tepentance, and ſet ! 
_ lived {a mark upon him to ſave him from the violence of allmen,threatening | 
ong life,and , . COL 2 h | 

was preſeryed | fo puniſh him ſeven-fold, that is, ſeven times as much as he had hurt 
from the yioe | Carne if any ſhould kill him. Secing it pleaſed not God to tell us | 


lence of all | what this marke was with which hee noted this prime murtherer ; 
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w”_l it is fondneſle in us to weary our ſelves with conjectures; ſome think 
\it was viſible to all men, but what I know not, nor Iam ſure can any 

'man elſe tell, bur ir was the goodnefle of God to ſecure him of life 

/ [who had deſerved death, for the Law of putting the murderer to 


\ death was notyet, and God wovld not pur Adams to ſo hard ataske 
'as killing his owne ſonne, but would ſhew himſelfe ro be above 
Law, in forbearing to doe that which he will not ſuffer a M:giſtrate 
|to forbeare, even putting to death of a wilfull murderer ; yea, it was 
the great goodneſſe of God to give him health and many children,and 
' childrens children, and to grant him riches and proſperity in the 
world abundantly if it had beene poſſible ro have drawne him ro 
| 2. God youch-' repentance, yea it was ggreat benefit thar God came gently to ad-| 
# 5 ep ' moniſh him of his inward malice, if ir might have beene to have hin- | 
| | keepe him i dred the breaking of it out into murder,and after it was done ro come 
from finand  ggainewith this gentle ſecond admonition, if it had beene poſſible 
ont offinne. to have melted him and have drawne him to ſubmiſſive humiliation. 
| ' So God vouchſated him meanes to keepe him from finne and to draw 5 
5 ; him out of finne, and time long enough to make uſe of thoſe meanes, 
E ' and many benefits to allure him to make uſe of them, thus good is 
Godeven to finners,arid impenitent finners,to offer them meanes of re. 
| pentance and acceptation upon their repentance, and vouchſafe them | 
| ſtore of good things for along time, notwithſtanding their obſtinare- | 
neſſe in refuſing to repent. - | 
2 His crofſes,, Now laſtly, let us conſider Gods puniſhments, v2. the evill things 
| he met withall. 
| | | { The * 
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The firſt is ſencencing him for his fault, and laying open che 
greatneſſe of it in ſaying, What hat thou done, thy Brothers blood 
cryeth to mee om the earth which hath drunk it in at thine hand. 


23 
1, God PITT | 
yatcs, his fault] 


| and ſentenceth 
him for ir, 


the carth which ſhall not be halfe ſo fruitfull ro him as before, nor 
yecld its increaſe as it had done, for he doth not meane ſimply it ſhall 
yeeld no fruit, bur nothing ſo much nor ſo cafily. : 

Laſtly, thou ſhalt be a fugitive, a runnagate, that is, a man full of 
unquietnefle and terrours, that canſt have no reſt nor peace in thine 
heart, nor any content any where ; yea, it{ignifictha giving him over 
to caſt off all goodneſle, and leave himrto himſelfe to forſake his Fa- 
thers houſe, and fo aſclling him over to profaneneſle and utter impe- 
nitency. 

Thus we have done with Caires life, and for his death the Scrip- 
ture vouchſafes not to mention it, nor how long he lived, but he li- 
ved-along timeevento ſee the ſonnes of Lamech, who was the fixt 
pans from him, and vaunted that if God would fo avenge Caine, 


| he would be avenged more, by which ſpecch it is very probable”, 


that Care was then alive. 


— 


| 


make ſome uſe of all. ET | 
Firſt, from that that was good in Caize, I pray you karne atleaſt 


to be as good as ſo bad aman was, and therefore may ſure be artai. 


ned by naturall indeayours. You ſee Caine did not give himfelfe 
to runne idling about the world, bur ſubmitred to - bis Fathers go-- 
vernment, ſo farre as to give himſelfe to Husbandry. © O let no man 


world to no purpoſe, yea tobad purpoſe ; for hee ſhall not but doe 
naughtily that will doe nothing, ſet your ſelves therefore to have and 
to follow ſome calling and employment. Live not like thoſe play- 
full crearures, imperfe& piRtures of men, bur of ſuch men the fitreſt 
emblemes, like apes and monkeys onely to skip up and downe and 
to make ſport, but live to beſtow your ſelves in ſome profitable vo- 
cation for your owne andthe common good. , 

If any ſay Caine was neceſſitated toir, becauſe there were no other 


| to till rhe ground for them he being Adams firſt-borne. 


I anſwer, firſt, I defire you ſhould live ſomewhat better then Carze ' 
and doe good out of choice, which perhaps he might doe out of 
neceſſity. | ls J 
Secondly, I anſwer, thatthough you be not neceſſitated toany cal 
ling by want, yet wiſdome and a good conſcience binde you, for muſt 
you not ſubmit to that of God, 1» the ſweate of thy browes ſhalt thou 
eate,and to that of the Pſalmiſt, he ſhall eate the laboar of his hands, andtd* 
that of Panl,which condemancs the inordinate walkers which wrought 


| not atall, and is it not wiſdome to forbeare walking -on a thorne 
| 
\many occaſions, as the having no calling, and being carelefle of it | 


hedge, which Salome ſaith the idle man doth 2 and to prevent 


_ will 
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Secondly, hee curſeth him from the earth, that is, in reſpeR of 


| 
So we have ſpoken all we have to ſpeake of Caiye, Now Iwill 


turne himſelfe into a cipher, nay into an excrement that lives in the} 


2. Curſeth the 
earth to him. 


3.He was full-] 
of terrour, 


| 


| 
| 


| Caines death | 


| not metitioned 


The uſe of all. | 
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Gun. The Example of 


; 


| Alfo ſatisfie your ſelves with one wiſe, for Caize did ſo, he knew 


| of by God for his fins. 
The ſignes of | 
Hypocite.| 1, Envic atthoſe that be betterthen himſelfe, andeven hating them 


follow ſome calling. | 

Againe, looke that there be ſome at leaſt outfide of religion in 
you,- worſhip God and be not ſo much lovers of money as not to 
give him ſomething, even to: beat coſt for his worſhip, in ſuch kind 
2s coſt is now necdfull, as they were to performe a worſhip then re- 
quired the coſt notwithſtanding. Be not profane ro neglect _ 


Cna Pe. 


will ſurely bring. I ſay againe then, -be as good as Caine, have and | 


Worſhip out of {leighting it, be nor niggards to putof God with as 
little as you can,bur give him of the fruits of your ground; and now 
know that thar is given to God which is given to the maiatenance | 
of his Miniſters which performe his Worfhip, and other inſtruments | 
neceflary to the performance of it, as a fir place and thelike: O beas ' 
_um as a Caine, nay willing to be at coſt in Gods Worſhip BY 
or it. 


his wife, wives he had not. + 

+ Yea, bebuilders up of your families by thrift and husbandry,for ſo 
could Care, not pullers of them downe by riot and Unthriftineſl e:layto 
| thy ſelfe, How ſhall chis firſt of all bad men riſe up in judgemenr 
againſt mee, if I cannot frame my ſelfe at leaſt to be as good as. 
hewas? A man ſhould even bluſh to thinke what's the eldeſt ſonne 
of the Divell more vertuous then I am, O how bad a man am I 
then. | 

| Pw pr we muſt make ſome good uſe of rhat was bad in Caize, 
which is double. - Firſt, to take great heed to, our ſelves to morti- 
fie thoſe vices, and ſhun thoſe finnes whichwe finde related of hi-1. 
| Caine was avery Hypocrite, a man that contented himſelfe' with tr; e 
outward as of Gods Worſhip, but was not Sanctificd, did nut 
frame his heart to pleaſe God and ſet himſelfe ro doe well. O take 
heed to your ſelyes that you be not ſuch, but labour to preſent your 
hearts to God, and in all his ſervices to offer your ſoules and bo- 
[dies to him, and not alone the externall ſervice, ſecke in and by the 
duties of religion to, be made new creatures. Joyne care of a good 
(life in your whole converſation with your outward devotion, then 
; you ſhall not be Hypocrites, but uprright. Beware of Hypocriſte, find 
out it;ſelfe and its ill effeats, lament them, confeſſe them, pray a- 


— 


| gainſt them. Be afraid leaſt you ſhould prove Hypocrites, cry to | 


| God to keepe you from being ſuch, and to make you fincere. An 
| Hypocrite is apt to runne into all finne, nothing is accepted from 
'him,he is apt to fall away into open profaneneſle, andto be quite caſt 


. And. you may ſee in Ca/ye-what be the fignes of an Hypocrite. 


_ 


becauſe they have better cſteeme then himſelfe. 2. Not ſtriving to 
reforme his finnes when hee is admoniſhed, nor confefſe them to 


God, and craving helpe againſt them, bur rather perſiſting in them 


| and denyingthem, 3. Chafing ar admonitions, 4. Caſting of at _ 
f- 4 


—— 
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| murder, from hypocrifie, from muttering, from deſpaire, from open | 
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all care of religion. 5. Murmuring againſt God for the greatneſſe of 
his puniſhment and ſo deſpairing of his mercy as to run away from 
him. O beware of all theſe ſignes of prevailing Hypocriſic, and do 


as Caine ſhould have don. Strive againſt guile, ſet againſt envie, la- 
bourto profic by Gods admonitions in his Word, though hee come 


God, ſtoope to his Juſtice, confeſſe him righteous if he deſtroy you: | 
Hold faſt a perſwaſion ofthe poſſibility of having your fins pardoned 
how great ſoever, and a hope of finding pardon at lealt in ſuch a 
degree as may make you runne penitently tro God and boldly to 
crave pardon. And moſt of all, take heed of growing utterly impe- 
nitent out of deſpaire, and goe not about ro burie your ſelves inche 
world and ſo tocaſe the torments of your conſciences, bur by hum- 
ble falling downe before God, ſeeke for mercy which will indeed 
refreſh you. Profir your ſelves by the lamentable and rragicall ſtory 
of Caine, And above all, take heed of letting envie procced to thar 
height astocarrie you into actuall murder, but refiſt and oppoſe ir, 
and caſt jr out of your hearts, that it may not bring youto be ſpillers 
of innocent blood, that is a crying ſ{inne, and you ſce what torment 
and hardnefſle it isapt to bring upon the committer, chiefely if the 
cauſe of hatred andenvie be goodnefle. 

Againe, blcfſe God heartily for preſerving you from envie, from 


profanenefle, from meereand prevailing worldlinefle. For wee have 
the ſame nature that Caire,the ſame corruptions,full of pride, fullof 
hypocrifie, full of ignorance. :of God, and apt to be bold to any 
evill if wee may conceale it from-men. Wee who have the ſclfe. 
ſame bad nature, if God have preſcrved us from ſo mighty prevai- 
ling and breaking forth of corruption, let us not lift up our ſelves 
above others, but give the glory to God, and be ſatisfied withthe 
| comfort, not daring to take the praiſe unto our ſelves, each one of 
'us in his kinde would be as bad as Caine, if God hadin like man- 
;ner left us unto our corruptions and the temptations. O that wee 
; could be hambly thankefull for our preſervation from ſuch foule 
finnes and crimes. ib 

Now let us remember Caizes milſcries F croſſes, and let us 


affright our ſelves from finnes by them. \Thinke, would I have 
God make mee afugitive and a runnagate, fill mine eares with the| 
voice of terrour, and make a dreadfull ſonnd poſſefle mine heart 
alwaics, curſe the things I take in hand for my ſake, as hee did 
the earth for Caizes fake, deliver mee up to grofle ſinncs, to 
hardneſſe and utter prophaneneſſe, ro impenitencie- and deſpaire, 
and a meere forſaking of God and Apoſtacie; then let mee not be 
an Hypocrite, let mee not mocke God with ſhewes, let mee not 


not now-in perſon to admoniſhyou. If you have ſinned confeſle it ro | 


ſleight reproofes not caring to amend. Let me net hide my finnes 
and allow my ſelfe to doe evill in ſecret, fearing, mans eyes.more | 


then Gods. _ Let mee not mutter againſt his Juſtice, let mee not 
D denie” 
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denie his Mercy. Let mee not runne into the ſinnes of Cazze, | 
which by degrees procured. to him. this miſclete, Hypocriſie 
brought forth rejeRing his ſervice, - not profiting by that chaſtiſe- 
ment brought forth diſcontent and envie- againſt his Brother, not 
hearkening to reproofe to reſiſt envie, brought forth murder, not 
confefling and lamenting that, but hiding it, brought forth Gods 
judgement to make him a fugitive, not ſtooping to that, but mur. 
muring, brought forth deſpaire, and that utter Apoſtacie and pro- 
faneneſſe. Beware of theſe finnes which you ſee ſo fearefully pu- 
niſhed, and affright your ſelves from theſe faults by the miſerable 
effefts of them in Caine. Take great care that finne make nor ſuch 
a progrefle in your ſoules, till it utterly ſeparate you from God, as 
ir did 'Caine, Wee have more and clearer meanes then Carre , 
beſides his cvill to be our warning ; if wee proove as bad as he, 
wee ſhall fare much worſe, becauſe of that aggravation of finne 
which it will receive from this conſideration. Tremble to thinke 
of yeelding to Hypocrifie, envie, murder, muttering, deſpaire, 
&c. flie from thoſe waics which brought Caine to ruine. Yealcarne 
thankefullnefſe ro God, that hee hath not laid ſuch miſerics upon 
you as [rupor Caine, viz. a terrified conſcience and a curſe upon 
your eſtates that can affoord you no comfort, and an heart poſſciled 
with deſperate 'fancies and impatient rifings againſt God. Theſe 
| beffearefull evills, wee alfo have deſerved them, but God hath nat 
inflicted them upon many of us. O let our hearts rejoyce in his 
goodneffe that hath delivered us, and let us make uſe of his patience 
to draw us to repentance, that wee doe not pull the fame upon our 
| ſelves hereafter. | 
Laſtly, from Caires benefits, I pray you learne to ſee the bounty 
of God which gives Feat ourward benefits rothe worſt men, there- 
| by aſſuring your ſelves that hee will provide well enough for you 
that are his owne people. Will he preſerve Caine from being flaine 
and not mee that defire to feare him 2 Did he offer mercy to Caine 
if hee would doe well, will hee not accept mee that defire ro doe 
well and to-turne to him « Did hee give Caize a City and chil- 
dren, will hee not give to mee things needfull for mec and mine 2 
Gods mercy to the worſt muſt make his people certaine, that no 
good thing ſhall be wanting to them. | | 
Againe, yon muft learne not highly to efteeme theſe earthly 
things. Did not Caize even after his curſing and caſting off yer 
flourſh in worldly things, beget children, build a City, fee his chil- 
drens children gallantly maintained 'in the world, growing in arts 
and riches? Surely there is no cauſe of being good in our owne 
eyes, becaufe wee have gotten that which a Cazze may get. Wee 
mult not be ſo fooliſh as to flatter our ſelves in a conceit that God 
is ' our God, ' becauſe wee meere with ſuch droftie benefirs and 
meane. favours" as_ a very reprobate, and a fugitive may have in 
abundance. Indeed. if God give theſe things with an heart to 
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make uſe of them, to doe good to others, to be thankefull ro God 
to be mooved to repentance, and to grow better, and be drawne |. 
neerer to God, and more carefull of obeying and worſhipping him, 
this is a figne of his ſpeciall favour, otherwiſe to have ſuch thi 

as theſe and ſti] continue in impenitencie and to grow worſShy 


them rathey then betrer, is a proofe that a man is fatted to 
deſtriition , rather then God the giver of theſe 
things doth favour him. | 
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THE THIRD. 


EXAMPLE. 


a. 


Have done with Ca/ze the elder Brother, I 
come to Abel the younger Brother, and as 
ir is likely the next after him. His name fig- 
nifieth vanity, which isall one with unprofi- 
tableneſſe, or inability to make happy. It is 
ey the ſame that Salomers long experience made 
P>@ bm toimpole on all carthly things, which he 
744 calls vanity of vanities, as well he might, be- 
wo cauſe inſecking to finde felicity inthem,hee 
was utterly diſappointed and after a long inquifition met with nothing 
but vexatios of ſpirit, Bythis time like enough Eve had learned the 
vanity of-all earthly things , and by name of a ſonne which before 
ſhee called a poſſeſſion, but now calls vanity, for that children alſo 
be bur a poſſeſſion of vanity as well as other thinps. . 

Of ©A%bel ler us conſider his birth,life and death. 

His Birth is plainely ſer downe by the authors of it, Zwe and. 
Adan, for ſhee conceived againe and bare a ſonne and called bis name, | 
&c. butthe time of it as alſo of the elder Brothers is uncertaine. We 
know not how long they lived without children, whether ſhee be- 
gn to be fruitfull inſtantly upon the fall, or that God held them a 


little under barrenneſſe, to makethem beget achild by their prayers 
to God for that bleſſing, as well as by the faculty of generation: 
planted in nature, I cannor affirme: burſuch a ſont ſhee had. Con- | 
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| good and your own,that you may be ſurcas S.Pazl{aith,to labour ifnar 


The Example of 


cerning whoſe life obſerve wee, 1. His virtues and good dceds. 
2. Hisfaults. 3. His benefits and affiitions. - | 

His good deeds are here ſet downe, he was painefull in the cal- 
ling of a Shepheard, for fo it is ſaid, Hee was feeding 4 flicke_, 
meaning hot alone that hee had undertaken this vocation, but that 
he did alſo painefully diſcharge ir. The Shepheards calling is now 
a neceſſary calling as well as the Husbandmans, though not equally 
neceſſary : bur wee finde in experience, that it is a calling ſubord!- 


nate to Husbandrie, for that the profitable ſheepe is not alone be- | 
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neficiall for her fleſh and skinne, bur alſo for her ſoyle, and that in 
ſuch degree profitable, a&in many places they could ſcarce have 
any corne growing by their art and paines 1n Husbandry , if the; 
ſheepes dung did not fat the ground. And this is Iconceive one of 
the beſt uſes of the ſheep when ſhe becomes attendant tothe place.© 
that this ſimple and harmelefle creature mightnot be changed into a 
moſt ravenous and devouring creature, thorovgh the rapine and aya- 
rice of thoſe men which -thinke all too little for themſelves, and 
had rather dwell alone or amongſt beaſts then amongſt a number of 
Tenants, and as the members of a Towne-ſhip or a Church;:Now 
the world is turned quite” upſide downe, in this time Caine killed 
Abel, ſpake tohim, and having him in the field roſe up againſt 
him and flew him;but now Avel killeth Caize,ſpeaksto him roughly or 
fairely, I cannot tel], but drives him quite out of the places where 
he did once inhabit. I meane the Shepheard doth cate out the Hus- 
bandman. Bur you ſee that as well bel as Caine was painetull 
in his calling, and was brought up in ſome externall and worldly 
bufineſſe, wherein he might ſerve God, advantage the world, and 
excrciſe and profit himſelfe. 

Surely true piety and godlineſſe will very well accord with dili- 
gence in acalling, and ir is but mens miſtake ifthey thinke that their 
vocations hinder them from the true Worſhipping of God ; 44e! 
as well as Caine had his trade of life. The miſerable corruption of 
our nature will turne all things into occaſions of hurt and miſchiefe, 
and make them meanes of interrupting us in good waics, but eifſe a 
calling duely followed by cxcrcifing the graces of Gods Spirit, 
and humbling and taming the fleſh, and well imploying the thoughts, | 
and preyenting many temptations and opportunities of ſinning, doth 
greatly further our growth in piety, and is farre from being any juſt | 
hinderance unto it: we muſt therefore marke this in Abel as well | 
as Caine, and becarcfulico imitate it. | 

All you that have children to educate, bring rhem up to ſome | 
calling. Let them be as, members not excrements in the body of | 
humane ſfoecictics. All you that arc already come to ſuch a ſtate as | 

ou can diſcerne betweene un and cvill, apply your ſelves to 
ome calling, ſome worke of body or minde, ſome conſtant and ſet- 
led imployment in ſome lawfull aQions, tending to the common 
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' his flock, 'it may be well thought in forbearing to ſay any thing in 
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with your hands, yerwith your heads thething chatis good, that you 
| may have to give, and that you may not be counted inordinate and un- 
ruly walkers, not working at all but being buſie-bodics, workers round 
about as the wordfignifieth, do nothing bat fetch friskes and vagaries 
through theworld. O expoſe not your ſelves and yours to ſo much 
 miſcry 2s to have nothing to do. An empty veſlell is fitto receive any 
| liquor thar is powred intoit; the Divell will put youon evill imploy- 
ments;if you do not beitow your ſelves on good: A bird hat fitteth ftill 
on a tree is eaſiiy hit with a piece or crofſe-bow, bur it is hard to 
take the flying bird.lt is eafie for Satanto intangle with his remp- 
rations the Idlesbee, but hard to faſten on the man of imployments. 


—_— 


know the ſtate of thy flocke, and bids men goe and learne of the! 
Piſmire, and diſcommends idlenefle and fluggiſhneſle, and threatens 
him that followes the idle. Let good Abel teach you faithfull- 
neſſe in your calling. Caſt away fluggiſhneſſe and unthriftinefle, 
wearing out your bodies in vanities and worſe then vanities, and ſer 
| your ſclves ro ſome ſuch worke as may make you able to anſwer 
the queſtion of God and your Maſter when hee ſhall call you to 


— 


/ 


account for the laying out of ſo pretious a thing as time; . - 

Bur ſecondly, hee was religious and devout, hee brought of the- 
fruic of his flocks, yea of the firſtlings and of the far thereof, He 
did bring to God one of the beſt and fatteſt of his Rammes, 'or 
Ewes; for Weathers were not for Sacrifice, and no' maimed 'thing: 


hee brought of the firſt fruites and beſt of his corne orother graine:! 
It is likely that the Holy Ghoſt would: have done-this office of a 
faithfull Hiſtorian, and have given Caine his due by telling che qua-" 
liry as well as the matter of his offering, if it had beene as well 
qualified inthis reſpect as his Brothers. Wherefore when he com- 
mends <Awels offering, becauſe it was of the choice and farteſt of 


like commendation of Caizes, that hee teoke no great care, whether 
ir were of the beſt or not, and therefore wee may well conceive' 
that one cauſe of Gods rejeQing Caizes Sacrifice was," becauſe hee 
did nor bring of the beſt of his fruites, as 'one cauſe of his accep- 
ting CMbels was becauſe hee did bring of the choiceſt of his flock;/ 
not that God looketh to theſe outward things, but to the minde of- 
the doer, which for the moſt part (if neceſſity hinder not) doth. 


ſhew it ſclfe in the valew'and worth of the gift. ' He that loves 
( God will bring him as full a Sacrifice as hee can;/ hee that: loves: 
him not will give him as leane a Sacrifice as it mayftand with' his 
credit to give. A man whoſe heart' is/not upright with God will 
be at as little coſt with him as is poſſible. © A man*that is upright 
with him will inlarge his bounty towards himz/-you! ſhall ſeetiw 
al.r.t3, that God refuſerh the Sacnifices, becauſe they werehalr 
wa blinde; the worſt and refuge of all, and he carfeth the decorver that 


A— 


The Lord commends and rewards diligence in a calling, and bids | - 


was fo be offered on Gods Altar. It is not obſerved of Caize,thar:| 
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.3.He offered in 


faith. 


p G EL No 
| hath-in bis flock a male, and voweth and ſacrificeth to the Lord a cor-| 


| rupt thing, and verſe 8. he ſaith, Offer it now to thy governour will hee 
| be pleaſed with thee and accept thy perſon ſaith the Lord? The Lord | 


The Example of Cna P.4, 


knowes that niggardlineſſe towards him ſhewes want of love and 
faith, but - freeneſſe and bounty ſhewes truth of love and of faith, | 
and. becauſe he looketh-to the heart, therefore hee liketh thae gift | 
which comes from a loving and faithfull heart, and hates that which | 


comes from a contrary hearr. | 
. Learne thercinto imitate £4 6e!, bring to God the beſt things you. 


"| have, he myſt have the fat, the fart I ſay of your heards or flocks. The 


chiefeſt of your affeftions muſt be his, and your affe@ions muſt 
ſhew themſclves in ation. You muſt be willing to ſerve him with a 
coſtly ſervice, and be ever of Davids. mind that ſaid, Iwillnot ſerve 
God without charge. | 
Now theſe two things you have in the Text of «Avel, two other 
things you have in another place, Heb.11. He offered a better Sacrifice ' 
then' Caine by faith, Hee offered in faith, and thatcauſed himto bring | 
a better, that is, I ſuppoſe he meanes there, a more coſtly Sacrifice | 
of better worth and valew, of more price and coſt, not the coſt but | 
the faith that made him willing to be atthe coſt, and the coſt alone 
as: it was a fruir and figne ofthe faith did content God, and madethe | 
Sacrifice acceptable. on 
. Letys learne therefore to doc all wee doe in faith. The faith that 
od Abel had was the ſame that after is commended in Herech, 
was per{waded that God was and was a rewarder of them that di- 


(deſeribeth, ir was the evidence of thiwgs not ſeene and the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for. It was ſuch an apprehenfion of Gods being 
and goodneſle to. true Converts, and ſuch a perſwaſion of his will | 
| to give him the future inviſible things hoped for, as made Ave! 
| 


[for atime to-come to the Altar and offer Sacrifice. 
\themſclvesto the Juſtice of God, as men worthy todiec and be burnt, 


as that beaſt or other thing to be burnt,bur withall of their hoperhac 


 outthis faith of Gods accepting him for his mercy ſake, and with- | 


, 
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'God,' and all our Sacrifices muſt be done in faith, now more di- 


ligently ſeeke him, it was ſuch as that which the Apoſtle there 


ſerve God in the courſe of his life in righteouſneſſe, and not alone | 


- Sacrificing was a profeſſion of their owne guiltineſſe, ſubmitting 


'God would pardon them for his goodneſſe ſake through that true | 
Sacrifice which was to come: And hee thar offered Sacrifice wich- | 


out acknowledgement of his worthineſfle to. periſh, did not pleaſe 


Nin; becauſe we have a fuller revelation, wee muſt doe all wee 
d6e in-faith, notalone a perſwafion of the lawfullncſſe of what we 
doe, but alfo: an indeayour to truſt particularly for our accepration 
bath of perſons, and Sacrjfices: in Chriſt, not in the worthinefle of 
| our ſelves 'or of-our workes, He that hath this faith, he and his ſer- | 
vices-ſhall pleaſe, God, hee that hath it nor cannot pleafe God what- 


1 


ſoever he doth. '. Let mcethercfore commend unto you the care of j 
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'G E N. | cA hs] s 
ſcatching into your heatts, whether you have this faith or no, 91s. | 
that you belceve your ſclves in your {elves tobe miſerable ſinners, bur | 


confeſſe that Chriſt Jeſus is a perfe& Saviour, and therefore even 
truſt upon Gods mercie in him for grace and ſalvation. 


| 
) 
} 


|he obrained witneſſe that hce was righteous. Where hath hee that | oy” 


witneſſe 2 Partly in that God teſtified of his gifts by accepting | 
them (for he accepts nothing butthat which comes from a righteous | 
mah, he heareth no ſinners,) or more fully from the mouth of our 
bleſſed Saviour, who calleth him righteous TA#%el. Note therefore 
that Abel was a righteous man. The Scriptures give infinite com- 
fort and commendationto the righteous man. | | 


O—_ 


Crarq, 3 


But the Scripture ſaith, that Lb was righteous, and faith, that | #;* "obet 


Now thereis arighteouſneſſe of the Law and of the Goſpell. A 
righteous man by the Law we ſhall finde none in all the world, for 
S. Payl tellethus, that by the workes of the Law no fleſh ſhall be juſti- | 


A twofold 
righteouſneſſe 


of the Law 
and Gofpell, 


| beleewve ; and before he had ſaid, If there had beene a Law given which 


there was not a Law given that could give life, and therefore the 


—_ 


| 
| 
| 


fied before God, and that there is none righteous, wo not one, and I0þ Gal.z.16. 
faith of himſclfe in this ſence, that if hee went to juſtifie bimſelfe, hi __—_ 
owne cloathes wonld defile him, This righteouſneſle ſtandeth inancxadt = 
conformity to the Law of God in that a man hath not committed, | 
neither is prone and inclined to commit any of the things whic : 
the Law doth forbid, nor hath not omitted nor is not prone to omit ' 
any of the things which the Law doth command, but is utterly fre | 
from all finne of omiſſion and commiſſion, and hath perfeaty. ful. ' 
filled the Law inall points and degrees. Such a righteouſneſle finci? 
Adars fall was never found, but in our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Therfore the Apoſtle ſaith, 1f righteouſneſſe were by the Law Chrift were | Gul3-21, 
dead in waine, he meaneth,that if God: appointed us now to cometo | 
Heaven for Chriſts ſake, upon condition of our perfe& fulfilling the | 
Law, it would beto no purpoſe, for we ſhould not be ſaved by his 
death; and after he ſaith, that the Law concludeth all under ſinne, that , Gal.3a22. 
the promiſe through the faith of Teſus Chriſt may be given to them that 


| | Gal.3,21, 
could have given life, rizhteouſneſſe had beene by the Law, fo that 


Pſalmiſt confeſſeth, that i» Gods fight there & no fleſh righreow, and 
S. Paul durſt not ſtand to this righteouſneſſe which was his owne 
by the Law. This Legall righteouſneſſe ic would juſtifie if we 
had it, but -wee have it niot, for wee loſt it in our firſt Parents, in 
whom all ſinned and all died, all were made finfull and moral! 
creatures, and afinfull mortall creature cannot poſſibly performeſuch 
a Law, as was given to a ſinnelefle and immortall creature. There- | 
fore wee mult finde out another rightcouſneſſe by which ſome men 
may be called righteous, and by which Abel was righteous, ſee- | 
ing that by this righreouſneſſe the Scripture teſtificth, that neither | 
hee nor any other can be made righteous.. This is the righteouſ. | 
neſſe of faith, the rightcouſneſſe of rhe Goſpell, the rightcouſneſſe 


| 


| of God, the righteouſneſſe which is by the faith of 


cven 


Plal. 143.2, 


ſus Cheift; | tekk, 
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he 


3+ 


A double righ 
teouſneſle in 
the Goſpell. 
1,Impured. 


Rom: 4.3. 


| 2-Inherent, | 


Rom,6, [i I. 


Verſe 13, 
Verie ng. 


Via ad regrum, 
non cauſa reg- 
nandt. 

Berrard, | 


[that this is given, andit is a quality inherent in us and wrought in us 


| co God, is eſtranged from the Lord and fromthe life of God and is 
, an enemy in his minde, and is dead in finnes, and loves finne and 
| will nor leave it, and out of a ſtiffe and ſtrong bent of will to ſinne 
; Cannot but ſerve ſinne, and will and reſolve to continue ſerving itin 
| one kindeor other. | 


even the righteouſneſſe of God without the Law, and the righ- 


one is made ours by impntation and is not ours by inherenciez wee 
never performed it our ſelves, but another performed ir for us and 
we have it imputed to us: It is by S. Pal deſcribed thus, A righ- 
teouſnefle without workes imputed to the happy man, not ſimply 
without workes, for that is impoſſible, becauſe the Law cannot be 
fulfilled but by working according to its direQion, and unlefle the | 
law be fulfilled there is no perfe& righteouſneſſe, bur a righteouſ-. 
neſſe without any workes of ours, and therefore without the Law too, | 
for the Law accepteth of no righteouſneſſe but that which is wrought 
by our ſelves, as it is ſaid of Abraham, that hee wrought not but did 
truſt in him that juſtifies the ungodly, Abraham wrought diligently | 
and plentifully, how then can'it be ſaid that he wrovght not ? hee 
meaneth that he did not worke that by his owre workes hee might 
attaine this righteouſneſſe. By this righteouſneſle alone we are juſti- | 
fied. Itis the perfe& and exactrighteouſneſle of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt 
| accepted for us and put to our reckoning. For he was our ſarcty, he 
tooke our nature, hee bare our ſinnes, hee fulfilled our duty and 
| bare our puniſhment, and ſo ſatisfied Gods juſtice in our roome, 


w_—_ 


Gz Ns The Example of Crna IT 
OY; | 

teouſnefle which is by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Now there is adouble rightcouſneſſe taught in the Goſpell. The | 


and is become The Lord ouy rizhteouſneſſe. This is the one righte- 
ouſneſle commended to us by the Goſpell. To this and this alone 
we muſt cleave for the obtaining of remiſſion of ſinnes and life eter- 
'nall at the hands of God. By merit of this are we pronounced juft 
'by God ar his heavenly Tribunall, and in the judgement of our 
| owne confſciences, and hereafter ſhall be ſo pronounced openlyat the 
laſt day, to this S. Paul cleaved. This the Goſpell taught, for therein 
is declared the righteouſneſſe of God from faith to faith. 

But the Goſpell tellethiof another righteouſneſſe that is a compa- 
[/nion of this, alwaicsat the ſame time and by the ſame meanesgiven 


—— 


— 


by the Spirit of God, and floweth immediately from our faith. The 
| Apoſtle S. Paul doth deſcribe it plainely, ſaying, that Wee muſt 
| count onr ſelves dead unto ſinne but alive unto God, and then ſaith, Wee | 
| muſt not yeeld onr members as weapons of unrighteouſneſſe unto ſenne, but 

' as weapons of righteouſueſſe to God, and ſaith, Wee are become ſervants 
to righteouſneſſe, and that wee muſt yeeld our members ſervants untorigh. 
teouſne ſe, and againe, mmft raigne by righteonſneſſe unto life eternall, 
It is not the cauſe of our lite but the way to it. It isa vertue wrought 
in us, by which weare madeable to firive and indeavour, and defire 
to keepe the Law, Amanrtillhe be juſtified by faith and reconciled 


—— 
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: Now *© 
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G E N cA bel. Cn A Pho! 35. | 
Now thisis alſo a righteouſnefle of the Goſpell,and it differs from | 
| that of the Law in two things, 1. In regard of the degree, ir is' | 
imperfect and defcRive, failing inmany things, but it is upright and | 
fincere, allowes not irs tailings, but with an upright defire tiriverh ; 
to perfettion, and is ſtill Iabouring againſt irs impertections. | 

2. Ir differs from the righteouſnefſe of the Law in uſe; for the 
Law doth require this righteouſneſſe as an accompliſhment of the | 
Covenant of workes, to juftific us before God by the merit and 
worth of ir; but the Goſpel!l 1equireth this as an at of obedience 
alone to ſhew our thankfullnefle, and to proove us truly juſtified be. 
fore God, becauſe as it is ſaid, There is not a Law given which could Gal.z.21, 
zivelife, feeing that all have ſinned and com? ſhort of the glory of Ged, gun,..4, 
and whoſoever goes about to pur this righteouſnefle into rhe ute 
of juſtifying him before God, Imeane of attaining cternall life aid | 
remiſſion of finnes from God by vertue and worth of it, that man | 
cannot but be damned, becauſe he cannot have the imputed righte- | 
ouſhefſe and the inherent both for that purpoſe. If he truſt to Chriſts | 
righteouſneſſe he cannot rruſt to his owne, if tohis owne he cannor | 
truſt to Chriſts, ſceing S. Paul orpoſeth them as things contrary, | 
ſaying, #ot having mine owne but Chriſis, which were weakely ſpo- | phil.gg, {| 
ken, if a man could haye both to the uſe of juſtifying: yea he faith, | I 


| 


| 
\ us Chriſt, I befeech you lookethat you be ſo righteons men as Abel 


him quite contrary to his purpoſe and defire. Againſt thee have I | , Et 


| ceptation of his indeavours : So faith Tohn, Tf any man finne, wee have 


| the righteous ſhould be ſaved, and therefore: he wiſheth, Let wee dfe | Numb.23.10. 


He that will be juſt. fied by the Law is fallen from grace, and Chrift @ | G.,., 
become of none eff,e# unto him; and by the Law he ſeckes to be juſtified 
that ſeekerh to be juſtified before God by doing this and by his owne 
working. | 
Now of a man that is thus righteous, there are three ſure, plaine | T1... cones 
and evident fiznes. 1. Hee defireth ro know and doe all thar | of a righteous 
God revealeth to him out of his Word. 7 have lifted up mine hands Fay , 
unto thy teſtimonies which 1 have loved, and 0 that my heart wer2> . plL.ito 5.6. 
dire ted to keepe thy righteous judgements, then ſhall I not be confounded 
when I have veſpect to all thy Commandments, 2. Hee confefſerh and 


bewaileth betore God his failings and errours, that breake forth in 


» 


Pſal.g n. 4. 


ſiancd, and He that confeſſeth his frwnes,&c. And if you turne to mee T | Zacha.z. 

w1l rurne to you, for If wee ſay we bave no finne wee deceive our ſelves, | jj vg 
Bnt if wee confeſſe our ſinnes hee i faithfull, &c. 3. He reſteth wholy ; 
upon the mercy of God in Chriſt for pardon of his failings and ac- 


1 Tohn 2.x. | 


an Advocate with God Ieſus Chrift the righteous, and hee i the Propi- 
tiation for ſinne, and Abraham beleeved in God that juftifieth the ungod- 
ly. S. Paul would havethe righteouſneſſe which is by the faith of Je- 


| was, elſe you ſhall never be ſaved. For even Balaaw ſaw, thatonly 
the death of the righteous and let my laſt end belike hi. Li am af 


Now we have the good of Abel, we fhould ſpeake of his evill, | bet mencio- 
\bur wee. have none to ſpeake of. For the Holy Ghoſthathnottold | - (hpwbeyox © 
|  —= 


ture, and why? 
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— 


mo__—} 
yo 
Q. 


The Example of C nar 


Ges N. 


of his gifts, 


{ 
[Pro.15-8, 
Plal.11-7+ 


Plal, 19.14. 


2 Cor.1.12, 


3.His prgſperi- 
3. prgſpe 


and teſtimony 


| | loves their workes. The prayer of the upright i his delight, ſaith Salo. 


_ | ficient recompence to'all our labours and for all our ſufferings that 
/ | God -accepteth us. If hee accept us, what need wee care though 


us of any evill that hee committed, not becauſe he had none, but 
becauſe his'life was -ſo ſhort, and withall ſo good, that the Lord | 
ſaw it nat fir to make mention-of any, and ſurely though the Scrip- 
ture doe report the faulrs of other godly men, yet it ſeemes here to 
ſet forth Caine and Abel as the two ſeeds,the one of the Woman, 
hed other of the Serpent, and therefore of the good ſeed mentions 
no faults, becauſe in him God ſaw none, that is, would not impure | 
any. | 

Now letus conſider thethings that befecll him, x. Good, 2. Bad. 

The good aretwo, firſt God had reſpeC& unto his gifts. Secondly, 
God gave witnefle and teſtimony of his gifts. | 


I» had re- 
[4 wi his | "He hadreſpedt unto them for the preſent, he gave teſtimony to them | 
gifts, both ar thar time and alfo after by the pen of Moſes and by the tongue | 


of our Lord Jeſus,calling him righteous LAvel. 


the Lord did expreſſe the liking of £A%el and his Sacrifice, but | 
that it was by ſome ſenſible and evident figne diſcoverable by Carne 
as well as by himſelfe,. Caimes doggedneſſe ſtirred up by it doth 
clearely evince. The Lord hath reſpect unto his true hearted ſer- 
vants, that worſhip him in truth and in faith, and aretruely righteous, 
he hath reſpe& unto themand to their Services ; he likes their perſons, 


| | 
3.Gaye = We cannot affirme any thing concerning the meanes by which 


mon, The righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſſe. God doth to his fairh- 
full children ſooner or later evidently diſcover his approbation and | 
liking of them and their workes, as David prayerh, Accept the 
| words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart, yea he doth make 
|knojrde this his favourable acceptation, by which as it is in rhe | 
| Plalme, he accepts their burnt Sacrifices, that is, all their holy ſer- 
'vices, he makes it knowne by the comfortable teſtimony of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, as Pawl ſaith, This is my glorying, the teſtimony of my con- 
| ſcience that in ſimplicity, 5c. When Gods people walke in Gods 
/ waies, he cauſcth his Spirit to witneſſe with their ſpirits, and their 
ſpirits to witnefle to them, that themſelves and their waies pleaſe 
| God, by which their ſpirits are refreſhed and comforted againſt all 
; the taunts and opprobries of ſinners and ſcoffers. And this is a ſuf- 


'the world deride and ſcorne and hate us. O let thoſe that have 
| ſeene God thus vouchſafing to reſpet them, comfort themſelves 
in that, yea I ſhall nor need to give them ſuch advice, this appre- 
| henfion of Gods gratious accepting us is athing ſo ſweeteand delight- 
full, that the people of God which have enjoycd it, will . preferre 
it before the approbation of all men. For whom he thus reſpeceth, 


them will hee likewiſe approve in the face of all the world, and 
therefore beare teſtimonie to their workes, even at the laſt day ; yea | 
the light to which he that doth well delighterh to come, that will 


| make it. knownethat his workes be wrought of God, 104» 3.1 -4 od 
| ods 
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{the ſame away. The Lord would havethe firſt bloud thar was ſpilt, 


** , Souldier, if-you will raigne with him you muſt be crucified with 
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Gods Spirit within, if Gods Word without doe rteſtifie of your 
;deeds , thar they bee wrought in God 3 how caſte 4 thing is 
it to 'fleight and deſpiſe the falſe and fooliſh cenſutes of whe 
world e | | - On | 
| But now come we to the evills that he ſuffered;for Gods people | 4.His adrerhi- 
[muſt {uffer cvill for well-doing, his Brother hated him, laiedatraine| 7!\\:1c4 vy 
for him. ſlew him. <Abet was the firſt Martyr, the firſt man that | kis Brother. 
died for goodnefle; hee was Gods firſt Witneſſe, as Steves was 
; Chriſts. Thoſe that will live godly in Chrift muſt (uffer Per fenn, 2 Tims. 12, 
'and of whom,even of the deareſt friends they have in the fleſh, 

{and how farre evenrto the lying in waite for their lives ahd raking 


 ſpilc in his quarcell, in his holy quarrell; ii ſtanding for righteouf- 
'nefſe {ake, that we which follow after might learne to ſtick cloſe 
'ro this cauſe, and nor to feate to lay downe our lives for it. S. John 
'rcl1ls vs, no worder if the world hate us. The world is the number 
of unſanified menin the world, theſe will hate ſuch as L4bel the 
; righreous; yea if Father be unrighteous and Sonne righteous, Bro- 
rhet righteous and Brother unrighteous, Husband righteous and Wite 
| unrighicous, the Father, Brother, Wife, wilt hate and malignerhe 
, childe, the Brother - arid the Husband. God hath pur enmiity be- 
' rwixt the ſeed of the Woman and of the Serpent; good and bad | 
are of two contrary natures, what the orie loveth the other hateth, 
'and contrarily, this contrariety in diſpofitiot will breed centrariety 
in affetion. Hee that is a Cazze, a forniall Hypoctite and farisfieth 
— a bare ogy Soma a = = Ty that worſhip- 
: peth in ſpirit and intruth, They that are after the fleſh will perſecuite>| 6. :9. 
þ- hon after the ſpirit, ar. all chat will la Lex ſuffer] 
for it. Prepare your ſelves to mecte with the ſame meaſure that 
Abel mer withall; you had need of patience faith our Saviour. Be 
'not diſcouraged at the hatred and ill uſage of wicked men, but have 
; reſpe& ro the recompence. of reward, looke to the end of your 
faith, ſet the joy before your eyes and feare not any of theſe things 
that you may ſuffer. An over-tender ſpirit is not fit to be Chriſts 


, him. Arme, arme my Brethren, arme, you arc in the barrell, you 
, muſt expe& kriocks, but be not diſmaicd, the viory ſhall be yours. ! 
' God will fo ftabliſh you that you ſhall nor be driven out of the. 
way of righteouſnefle, by any thing that Satan can do by the world: 
| and hee conquers that keepes cloſe to the waies of righteouſneſſe 
what ever he ſuffer. | ; 


- 


{. Wee have done with Avels life, wee bring him to his death, ar His death, -| 


whar age we cannot ſhew you, but in what manner and by 'whoſe| 


hand we can tell you. Here is a tragicall narration, the murderer 
, 4 bad man and a Brother, the murdered a good mananda Brother, 
| and the quarrell goodneſſe, and the manner ſodaine and unexpes, 


k 


Carey 
| ed and violent. Fleſh and bloud perhaps would finde fault with 


| E God, ___ | 


| 


, was hated | 
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was violent 


and (ogaine, 
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the miſeries which befall-the godly in this life, but cauſe our mindes 
to look beyond the world unto the future recompence. God were not 


! 


ou. | why did not God prote& Abel when the world had fo few 
Inhabitants? was it not pittic that one ſhould be taken out of ir 
ſo untimely and in ſuch a manner 2 and much more was it not 
pittic thar the more godly and the more uſefull ſhould be ſo ſoone 
bereft of life 2 Itis athing thar a ſhallow wit is rcady to impleade 
God for. . But God is ſuch aruler that will order things according ! 
to his owne perfe& wiſedome. It ſhall be worſe in onward reſpets | 


withthe good then with the bad, the finner ſhall out-live the Saint, : 
and flouriſh in the world when the other is rotting in the grave, and 
why ſo? that God may teach them hereby to looke for happineſſe 
in another world that is to come; that they may expect a betrer and 
induring ſubſtance in Heaven. If in this life onely wee had hope, wee | 
were of all men the moſt miſerable:but,We are dead with Chriſt and our 
life ts hid with God in Chriſt. When Chriſt ſhall appeare then ſhall wee 
alſo appeare with himin glory. We muſt not theretore be offended at 


juſt rowards his people, if there-were not another world where they 
fhall uy their portion,as the worldly minded have their portion in 
this life. 

Now concerning <Abels death, conſider we that it was violentand 
fuddaine, whereby we muſt be taught to walke alwaies ready for 
death, and to looke for it in every place by ſuch violent meanes asour 
ſelves cannot forcſee in particular. Who knowes whenor where he 
ſhall die, how ſoone, and by what meancs he muſt leavethis world 
afore he be aware. Labourgherfore to prepare for death every day,get 
faith, get repentance,get new gbedience, get your finnes pardoned, 
and your {clves ſanQified, that if death come ſodainely, yet it may 
not be ſodaine to you, becauſe you have made your ſelves ready for 


it, if we be thus fitted for death happie are wethough it come with- 
our giving warning, but if we have not ſo fitted our ſelves, we ſhall 


;be moſt miſerable though our death be long and lingring, and come 


not with any violence. 


protedting us againſt the rage of evill men, that they be not able to 
cut usoff inthe midſt of our daies, as they would do if God did permit 
us to fall into their hands, No good manthar liveth bur ſome Care 
er other would ſooene diſpatch them out of the world, and doe the 
ſame thing for them that Caze here did for Abel, for the ſinner hateth 
the righteous and gnaſheth againſt him with his teeth, but the Lord will 
not give him into his hands. Iris a divine providence that maketh the 
godly dwell in ſafety in the midſt of their enemies, and 'walke in a 


| 
j 
} 
! 


fiery. furnace and yet not be burned, and lie in the den of Lions 
gnd. yet not /betouched by them. Now therefore let A4bels example 
pat you in minde to beready alwaies for death, and to obſerve the 
goodneſſe of God in ſaving you from the hands of finfull men and 
ſpirits, that they cannot deſtroy and devoure as their malice and 


Yea we muſt learne to be thankefull ro God for his goodneſle in | 


might 
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| might would cauſe them to doe, it God did not incompaſſe you; \ 
| with his favour as with a ſhield. | ; | | 
We havedone with Lbel,the nextro be ſpoken of are Caines poſte-| , 
rity, of whom little is ſpoken, becauſe the Lord intended a very ſhort mg CE 
ſtory, Caine begat a Sonne and called his name Henoch, at the ſame time 
he was building a City and called it Henoch, The word ſignificth to 
initiare , dedicate or teach, perhaps becauſe hee lefr the City 
to his Sonne to finiſh and to dedicate, himſelfe not being able to 
| doe it, becauſe of his diſtempered conſcience which made him wai1- 
g der as. a fugitive. 
opp. This Sonne begat a Sonne alſo and called him ad; the word | ,,wa ir 
fienificth (! thinke) a City of one that rulerh, of the Hebrew words | Ggnificth. 
Gzir thar ſignifieth a City, and Rad thar ſignifieth to beare rule, be- 
cauſe belike hg had finiſhed that Ciry, and hoped to leave it to his 
Sonne to rule 1n it, 

And this 1rad begat a Sonne and called him <Aehwiael which fig- 
nificth one that is deſtroyed or blotted out by the Lord God,perhaps 
becauſe God had Jaid ſore puniſhments upon them art that time,th:ir 
fin increafing againt him, | 


y Ms ” 
TER Se 3” 


| This Mehwiadl begat Methaſacl,which fignificth, one that askerh 
4 after,=Or requeſted his death : it may be,becauſe then men | 


were ſo afflied that they grew 
weary of life. 
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a. HE roote of Woman-kinde were Adam and 
d Eve. The branches weite, 1. Bad, Cameand 
> Caircy poſterity. 2. Good. The firſt ſtocke,, 
Abel, the ſecor.d Caine and his poſtcrity. | 
Now the linage of Caize is ſet downe ir the 
ſixth generation, mentioning onely the cldeſt 
WY in adiret line. Adam had Caine, Caine Irad, 
| | od - he MetEniael, he Methuſael, he Lamech, Lumech 
had rwo wives, one Adah, the other Zillah,| 
| Adah had Tabal and Inbal, Zillah had Tabal Cain, and a daughter 
| called Naamah, ſhee is the firſt woman named after Evah, perhaps, | Neamah why 


| . 6 i l lled he 
| becauſe ſhee was a woman of great power and name in her time,for | "Hogpens. Gy 


; her name fignifieth faire, or {wecte, or pleaſant, or beautifull, and / named after 

| it ſeemes that in thoſe times beauty began to be much ſet by. Now | £ve,and why? 

L for Lamech we muſt obſerve his faults, I meane of - his behaviour,and 

the benefits he enjoyed and the miſery rhat befell him. | 
His faults are, 1. He corruptedthe ordinance of marriage by taking ,,....z.c.1. 
rwo wives; God at firſt made but one man and one woman and joy-! His Polyga- 
ned them together, and Adam ſaid, they ſhall be one fleſh, fionify ns wag 
| [ing thar hee conceived it to be the will of God, that one woman "Ta 

f ſhould ſerve for one man, and addes, 4 man ſhall forſake Father and 
E 3 Mother | 


—— —— 


_ UMI 


wee 


fullneſle, 


| revenge. 


Luke 16,18. 


2 His revenge- 


What it is to 


| 


{ting adultery. The reaſon is cleare and cannot be denied. For it it 
{ were not adultery' to have more women then one at onetime, then 


Gus No The Example of "Cn Pad. 


eMother aud cleave to his wife, not wives. But this m2 would nor : 
fatisfic himſelfe with Gods appointment, his luſt (in2!l likei:hood | 
it was his luſt,for what other cauſe ſhould move him 1 cannot cor. | 
jeture) would not be contained within the bounds of lawfuli marri- ; 
monic. He dares adde a ſecond wife and ſo bring into the. world 2 
painted whoredome, a guilded adultery, a pretended marri2ge, but | 


_ 


indeed a very breach of wedlock. For our Saviour Chriſt tellerh us, | 
that he which putteth away his wife and marricth another Commis adul- | 
tery, and if that be true as we muſt confeſſe, for his authority ſake 
that ſpake it, then withour all queſtion hee thar keepeth his former 
wife ſtill and will needs take another to her, is guilty roo of commit- 


the taking of another wife upon acauſclcfle divorce ſhould not de- 
ſerve that odious title, and ifit beſo, poligamy muſt nceds take the : 
ſame titleto it ſelfe. This was therefore a grievous audaciouſnefſcin | 
this wicked man, that hee would leape over the] poles as ic were | 
which God had' fixed. Thething was naught, and his doing it firit 
before others made it werſe in him, and made him guil:y of their 


faults that after followed it upon his example. For indecd it was 
quickly takenup and practiſed in the world, infomuch that ir conti- 
nued to the timeof Abraham, and was prattiſed alſo by him as a 
thing not reputed fſinfull. For when finne hath gotten yeeres and <x- 


ſelfe even ſomewhat evidently unlawfull ; becauſe partly the minde 


amples upon its backe it doth many times ceaſe ro becounted what | 
itis, and goes under the repute of alawfull thing, though ir be in ir 


of man corrupted by the pleafing or profitable efteds of it, is wil- 


fo draw unto evill, as an heavie thing is eafily caſt downeward. 

Now to polygamie he addeth a notorious revengefullneſſe. Ha- 
ving married a couple of women, it ſeemes he found ſome diſtem- 
pers inthem and therefore to calme and over-awethem a little, hee 


ling not to thinke itſinne, and the judgement is cafily ſweyed by the | 
will, and partly becauſe the example of men doth worke too much | 


falls to breath out revenge with violent threats, ſaying, that he would 
kill a man in his wound, or for his wound, hee meanes becauſe of a ! 
wound received, anda young mans for his hurt or bruiſe, he meanes becaule 
of a bruiſe or ſtripe given him, yea he goes farther and adds,thar if | 


Caine ſhould be avenged ſeven-fold then hee ſeventy times- ſeven 
fold. If any man whoſoever he were ſhould hurt him, hee ſhould 
dic for it, yea were he never ſo young and luſty a fellow that ſhould 
offer to ſmite him, it ſhould coſt him his life, and he would proceede 
fo an higher degree of revenge, then that which God himſelfe had 


——_— 


appointed to Carmes murderer, viz. heewould be revenged ſeventy | 


times ſeven times more, that maketh in all almoſt five hundred "imes | 
as miich more, here is paſton and pride in all extremity. To re- | 
venge is to render evill for evill, to revenge a thing ſeven times is to 


inflict athing ſeyen times more grievous upon a wrong doer then that 
| 5 which 
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L which he did to another, to revenge ſeventietimes and ſeven isto lay | 
74 - jan evill 490 times more heavie then that received. The Lord of| 
Heaven hath cauſe, becauſe hee hath authority, to inlarge his pu. | 
niſhing juſtice, and to execute a threat of ſeven times revenge, be-| 
cauſe after ſuch a threat ro commit the faule makes it ſeven degree; 
; more faulty, as being an audacious deſpifing of his anger, and ave- 
| ry ſetting histhreats at naughe, but for any man to exceede meaſuri: 
ſo farrein puniſhing though he were a lawfull Magiſtrate, puniſhing | 
the malefactor at the complaint and inſtance of the wronged perſon, 
it were a great offence. How much more then for a private man ſ<6 
farreto exceece all degrees ir reſpect of a wrong done to himſelfe, 
Sure he that threatens to be revenged 400 times more then Caize,con- 
ceived himiclic to be more excellent than Caize 400 times, for ac- 
cording tothe meaſure of the parties worth that was wronged, mul | 
the revenge be increaſed. O how proud a man was hee ! that 
durſt fo farre preferre himfelfe above his great grand-fathers Father, 
for io was Care, who being then alive and departed from under the 
governement of Adam, was now the King of all the ſonnes that | | 
deſcended from him, during his life, and the Prieſt too, for King- | 
domes and Prieſt-hoods in thoſe firſt times went to the eldeſtof the 
family by ſucceſhon. Theſe were chiefe Rulers .in matters civill 
{ and religious. He was therefore a very haughty minded man, and 
| a very paſſionate angry man, and ſo avery revengefull man which 
| {pringerh from pride and and paſſion. 35 >ye5l 
Theſe be his faults,yet ſechow good and patientthe Lord ſhewes | 
himſelfe unto ſuch a wretch, for hee had' two ſonnes by one wife, | fis benefits, 
and aſonne and daughter by the other, God gave him the fruit off | he hadchildren 
bi: | marriage, though he were the firſt that ſo ſhamefully abuſed mar- 
= riage, for God doth not inſtantly ſtretch forth a puniſhing arme a- 
oainſt an offender, and theſe ſonnes of his too were very active and 
' profitable men, of good parts and account, as appeares by their in- | — _ 
| | ventions mentioned in the Text, Bur yet he is not left quite unpu- | 7.33 <0, 
| niſhed, for his lite was unquict, as appeareth by his threatning and | quiet life by 
| bragging what he would doe, for ſuch kinde of threats be but boa- | *<2/0n of his 
: | ſtings of the furure time. Ir is notto be doubted of but that his two : 
| wives, what by the briwles which would fall ofit berwixr themand 
their children, and what by the ſtirres that they would make with 
| him, cachto have himrtake her parr againſt the other, made his life 
uncomfortable, ſo that hee was faine to ſee if hee could make the 
{ matter alittle better by big and violent words,to keepe themin awe 
* by feare whom duty could not order. Now this is Lamech. 
| Let us make {ome uſe of his Example, even to blame our ſelves | The uſes of 
for having commirred, if wee have committed rhe like finnes to his, | ll. 
that we may be drawne to repentance which he was never ſo happy as 
to performe. 
Secondly, toarme our {elves againſt thoſe ſinnes, and to abound 
j"n the contrary vertues, for {6 it is onr duty, as Bees doe honey w 
| E 4 O 
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great n, 


[ing your owne wrath ſo immoderately. And laſtly confider, have you 


Revenge is a | 


|an angry Dog or Beare or other Beaſt, others be more fiill in their 


Gun. The Example of Cua wk 


of weeds, to gather good our of bad Examples. Come hither then | 
and ler mee examine you in Gods name. Is there not any amongſt | 

ou that hath violared marriage worſe then ZLamech. He did finne 

y taking two wives. The Lawes would puniſh you for following 
him in that, and would not ſuffer you to keepe two women underthe 
name of wives, have noteyou therefore falne to flat and downe-right 
adultery. If ſo, repent of this enormity ; The Lord will nor ſuffer 
the tranſgreſlors of his Covenant to beare ir free if repentance doe 
not ſtay his hand. . 

Yea have not ſome of you beene Lamechs in making the firſt breach 
into a finne; Inventers of evill things, S. Paxl cals them which are 
the firſt which doe them, that runne into them not induced by any for- | 
mer examples, bur carried by their owne corruptions, and fo by go- | 
ing over the hedgc,induce others to follow them: ſuch ſinners be the 
more grievous before God by how much they fhew a more impudent 
diſpoſition, that dareleade the way to wickednefle, and make them- | 
ſelves captaines and ring-leaders to ſo vile and miichieyous a thing, 
and ſuch finnes doe call for alarger meaſure of ſorrow and hnmilia- 
tion. 

Againe, have none of you beene paſſionate, angry, and full of 
threats, working iz proud wrath as Salomon calls it, and as here, you 
may ſce wicked Lamech doing with an angry voice, and a counte- 
nance ſutable thereto. You'may be ſure he calls upon his wives to 
leave their brawling and let him ſpeake, and then bluſters out theſe 
words, that he would kill the man whoſoever ſhould wrong him. Are 
not there ſome men among you ſo mad and furious, thatthey threaten 
| bloud and death to any thar ſhall wrong them. O this wrathfull and 


angry roaring as I may call it, is aſtgne of much folly and pride, and 
therefore doe not plcaſe your ſclves in ir, asthey doe moſt rimes that 
are givento it, bur abhorre it, and judge your ſelves for it, and hums | 
'bly acknowledge to God,that you have deſerved his wrath for ſhew- 


[not beenerevengefull men 2 that would rake no wrong but returne 
' death and ſlaughter for a ſtroke, a wound, and ſeven yea twenty, and 
If you were able an hundred blowes for one/ yea death for a word 
ſpeaking, and agreatcvill for alitsle. 

Brethren, revenge is a fearcfull finne z there are two fvaics of re- 
| venge, ſome doe compaſle it by maine ſtrength, preſently and openly 
if one wrong them, they raile or ſtrike and lay about them, as it were | 


; 


revenge, they lay itup in ſtore and ſetit on the ſcore till a fir oppor- 
tunity come, and then they pay him home with the like and more thar 


hath wrongedthem, both theſe revenges be naught, and it is hard to 

| fay whether is the worſe of the twaine : the one hath more craft,the 

| other more furie, both ſhew an heart deſtitute of all meekeneſle and | 
charity and faith. If you have found your ſelves ſo diſpoſed, untill 


[ you repent you ſhall be ſure to finde God as bitter againſt you. = | 
| wi 


— — 
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| 


| for all his ſinnes, 


- 


| with evill. He is a man that lives allowedly in a finne as bad in 


Rr 


| ding cattell and making tents to ſhelter both the Shepheards and the 
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will be revenged ofthe revengefull. He will be an enemy to him that 
will ightand keepe a titre if he be touched or wounded. Doe not 
count it valour to give ſtroke for ſtroke or wound for wound,or blow 
for blow, itis an helliſh valour, ir isnot man-hood, it is dog-hood, 
or Imay terme it beare-hood, it is brutiſh, ſo will a Lion or a bruit 


furie. And yet alas where ſhall you finde breaſts that doe nor beare 
che ſtampe of Lamechs words withinthem, that perhaps be not come 
to ſuch an high degree as he was to revenge 490 times, but are come ? 
tothar, that they reſolve and purpoſe, if a man wound them,they will 
wound him againe if they can, if any man ſtrike, they will doe the 
beſt they canto ſtrike him againe. Beloved, hee in whom this finne | 
rajgneth, is a wicked man thovgh it be not of ſo high agrowth in | 
him as it was in this wretch. He that holdeth this purpoſe, I will 
requite blow with bluw, wrong with wrong, he is not atrue Chri- | 
ſtian, for he doth not overcome evill with good, bur is overcome 


Gods account as theft or whoredome. Revenge in Gods account is 
a ſinneas foule and fouler then Juſt or injuſtice. I beſeech you ex- 
amine your ſclyes, and if you have found your ſelves carried away 
with revenge, and reſolve to beſo ſtill, take notice rhat you be roo 
like to Zamech to be the children of God. Our Saviour commands us 
if our neighbour offend to forgive himrtill ſeventy rimes ſeventimes, | 
I thinke alluding to this very ſpeech of this here in the Text,and in- 
tending to teach you to labourto abound in patience, meckeneſſe, and 
forbearance, as much as he abounded in proud revengefullneſle. 

If any ſay, why then 1 ſhall expoſe my ſclfe to all manner of | 
wrongs. 

I anſwer, firſt, if one ſhould doe ſo, better ſuffer all manner of ini- 
juries from man, then to have God enter into judgement with him 


Secondly,I anſwer, that God hath the rule of things, and as the 
ſheepe muſt dwell in ſafety not by their owne ſturdimeſſe, but by the 
care and diligence of the Shepheard, ſo muſt Gods people enjoy free-' 
dome from wrongs not by their owne violence but by his protection 
and wiſcdome, | 

And laſtly, I ſay if the wrongs be notorions and ſuch as it 
is not fitto ſuffer, God hath put the ſword of revenge into the Ma- 
pgiſtrates hands, and ſo farre as the heart is not imbittered with ma- 
lice, but ſceketh alone his owne defence and ſafety withour trium- 
phing inthe ſmart of an enemy, it is very lawfull to ſeeke him for 
reſcue. - 

So have wedone with Zamech, we goc on to his three ſonnes thar 
m_ profitable perſons and inventers of good arts, atthe leaſt per- 
ecaers. | | 

The one perfe&ed thar part of husbandry which conſiſts in fee- 


| 


ſheepe 


Cura Peta] | 45 


creature, It is not courage but outrage, it is not fortitude but meere | 


| Mat,13.23, 


Lame:bs! three 
ſonnes inven 
ters of Arts, 


x; 
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f 


| weariſomeand laborious, for it is you know a ſtrong labour in ſome 
; things andacurjous in other things, and much of it is much annoyed 
| with heate abour the fire. And thus hath God ſtored the world with | 


The uſes of all, 


ſheepe, that with thoſe moveable habitations they might be able 
ro drive their cattell from place to place for the beſt paſture. Ir is 
likely that before his time they were faine to be contett with the ; 
| ſhade of the trees, or with ſome cave under ground, or a few turfes 
put upon ſome ſticks of wood which they had made a ſhift ro ger in- 
to the ground or ſome ſuch like. But he conſidering better of the | 
matter, invented the way of making linnen cloath and ſo with fitting 
that upon poles with peggs and ſtakes to keep of great ſtormes and hear, 
yea by this meanes they could carrie their houſes with them whither 
ſoever they had occaſion to travell for paſture ſake, and this kinde of 
flecting life, dwelling in tents and following cattel] continued to | 
Abrahams time and long after, yea ir was the commandement of 
Tonadab to the Rechabites that they ſhould alwaies live ſo.” Thisthere- 

| fore was a commodious and beneficiall invention,and it.is for hispraiſe ; 
that firſt deviſed it, much is owing him by thoſe that comming after | 
have enjoyed the benefit of his devices. | 
Tubal the next Sonne of Lamech, he was a man not given ſo much to 
toileſome profit as to merriment and ſport, he was a lover of muſicke, 
and he perfected the art of making Organes,and you muft underſtand, 
playing upon them too, for to what purpoſe would hee finde them | 
out but to play on ? This is aJawfull invention and good and com: } 
fortable. Cheerefullnefle and Mirth ſothat ir be moderate and well | 
guided for the circumſtanees, is a lawfull-thing, whether Muſicke by 
voice or inſtrument, whether winde inftruments or other hand inſtru- 
[ments. It is avery good and lawfull thing to ſolace ones ſelfe with 
|mulicke, and a warrantable recreation, ſo that it be not abuſed, and 
=; that firſt found it out is to be counted a benefator to man- 

inde. 

But the laſt named, he was the moſt profitable inventer, he that 
found ontthe art of iron worke, he was anexcellent Smith. This was 
'Tubal Caine, thought to be the ſame thatthe Heathens called Yulcane. 
. Smiths are a neceſſary calling. Their art is helpefull ro all other Sci- 
; ences both for peace and warre, tothem belongeth the making of all 
'the neceſſarieſt inſtruments of husbandry, of all fort of tooles for | 
other trades and of armes alſo for the Souldier. No pert of mans | 
| life can be without iron worke. A knife, a key, an harchet;a forke, ' 
| aſaw, a mattock, aſyrthe, a raking hooke, a chezill, a ſword, a ſpeare, 
'2 ſhield, an helmet, who can reckon up the things that Smitks do 
' make for mans uſe. This was therefore an exceeding fruitfull inven- 
' tion, ſo much the more ro be commended by how* much it is more 


| needfull arts, by meanes of Zamechs ſonnes that were it ſeemeth un- 
ſanified men. | 
We mult make ſome uſe of all this, firſt, to be thankefull unto 


| God that hath imparted to ſome men ſuch good wits and — 
ings < 
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' }and thirty yeares after and yet ſhee hath not forgotten the murder of 


Gezw. Lamech,&<c. 


dings that they were able to finde out and perfe&t thoſe ſeverall Sci-! 
ences and Callings, for how toyleſome and uncornfortable would our 
lives be if we did not enjoy theſe helpes and comforts. Even this; 
naturall ability is from God and deſerycth thankes from us. . : | 
Againe, men muſt ſet themſelves to be profitable to the world;by 
either inventing or adding to the inventions of othersin any kinde. Ir 
is.good to doe ſomething for which the world may be the berter, | 
and not tocome into the world meerely as rats and mice onely tode. | 
youre victuals and to runne ſqueakirig up and downe. Be you fol | 
lowers of ſuch, if you cannor invent and perfeR an art, yet learne 
and follow ſome that is already invented. Theſe men were nor 
idlesbees, doe naughts; O be you as good ar leaſt as theſe ſonnes 
of Lamech, onely labour ro be ſo moderate in following and uſing 
| all theſe earthly things, that you be nor earthly minded thereby, bur 
| may become carefull of things that pertaine tothe ſoule and to ano- 
ther life, as well as of thoſe that belong to this preſent life and ro 
this body of clay. It is good to uſe the world bur not to love it, to | 
ſer our hands on worke about the things of it, but not to ſet our 
hearts upon ir. This is a baiting place and not a place of habitation, 
we make a journey through this world, we donot dwell in the warkd. 
'O let our mindes and defircs and wiſhes be in Heaven, and let us 
doc thoſe outward things with reference unto Heaven, that by pro- 
fiting men and ſerving God in a calling, we may make our: wiy.:to- 
Heaven the caficr, and our wages there the greater. And fo' much 
for the linage of Caine. | <q « 
Now we come to another off-ſpring of Adam. Ir is not 1@ be 
thought that he remained childleſle till the birth of Serh,or that God 
would ſmite him in that newneſſe of the world with ſo long abar- 
renneſſe, or that he ſo long forbare ſociety with Ewab. It is 
ſaid, that he lived a» hundred and thirty yeeres and begat Seth, fo it 


fore it is likely alſo, that in that hundred and thirty yecres before 
he begar ſonnes and daughters,burt becauſe the Lord intended to draw 
out the linage of Chriſt, therefore helets all the reſt goe and faſtens: 
alone upon Seth, of whom the promiſed ſeed was to come ina direct 
line : Of Seth then we muſt ſpeake. His Birth gladded Ewah arid 
Adam toonodoubt, becauſe they underſtood by revelation From 
God, that he ſhould be a godly man. Therefore hee is called Set, 
that is, he hath appointed, becauſe faith Evah, God hath appointed mee 
another ſeed inſtead of Abel whom Caine ſlew. Loe it is an hundred 


| Caine. The infamy of a finne will cleave long to a mans name, and 
the griefe of a croſſe if itbe a ſtinging croſle indeed as this was, will 
| lielong upon the ſoule. Burwhy faith ſhee a ſeede inſtead of <A{6et, 
| it may be it was, becauſe ſhee faw little piety and goodnefle inthe 
other ſonnes and daughters: none of them was like Abe! in' religion 


is ſaid, hee lived long aftcr and bezat ſonnes and dangbters; there- | 


wa godlineſſe. But for Serh ſhee underſtood that i 
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. | beginning of the fixt Chapter (which continues the ſtory, and the 
+ | fift,Chapter is but a digreſſion pur in to ſhew the age of the world ar 


— 


him” as good a man as <4%el, and therefore ſhee rejoyceth in him, 
\ © Lfcod Parent is little gladded in children, if they proove nor 
| pious and godly children, Gods children as well as his or hers; | 
| wherefore thoſe children that would glad the hearts of their Parents, 
| muſt ſet themſelves to follow the waics of vertue, thattheir aged Pa- | 
rents may have joy inthem. x 
Now of Seth nothing is ſaid, but that he begat a Sonne at an hun- 
dred and five yeares old; as the next Chapter ſhewes, calling him 
Emnoſb, that is, ſorrow or griefe, becauſe of the many gricfes and 
ſorrowes to which men are ſubject in this lite. Well may man have 
the name of ſorry given to him, ſo full of miſeries is he as 796 ſpake 
long after. Onely itis added; that in Seths daies men began to callon 
the name of the Lord. It may be rendred {ſome thinke) the name of 
God was prophaned in calling on, that is, men grew then very pro- : 
phane in a carelefſe abuſing Gods publike Service and Worſhip. 


, 


Others thus, :henes was begun to call on the name of the Lord, that is, 

men began more publikely and religiouſly and openly to call onthe 
name of God, to profeſle true piety more carefully in publike afſem- | 
blies; . Tt notes inthe former ſence a growing worle of the times; in 
thetarter a growing better. 1am in doubt whether ſence to faſten 


[ 


upon, Ithinke rather of the twaine it is a taxing of the publike pro- 


 fanation of God in abuſing his. worſhip, becauſe it followes imme- | 
| diately upon the'igiving of the name Ezoſh, ſorrowfull, miſerable, 
mortallman, as arcaſon of that name, why did his Father call hint 
ſo, becauſe Gods name then began to be prophaned in calling upon, 
men grew moreand more Ccarelefſe and remiſſe in Gods ſervice, and | 
| did.it in ſo bad and negligent and indevout a faſhion, as it was rather / 
'@profaning then a worſhipping or honouring of his name. ' And this | 
feemeth the-rather to be the meaning, becauſe there is little reaſon | 
'to thinke that _Zdam and Seth did not long before this apply thems«.! 
ſelves to the caretull worſhipping of God in their aſſemblies, and to 
[take allgood meancs to ſave rhemſclves from the corruption of the / 
i Kaynites." Or it may be rendered, then it was begun to call by the 
(name of Lord, thatis, men began then to have that name giventhem 
of the ſons of God;and this I like beſt of all the three, becauſe in the 


'the floud) it is ſaid; the ſonnes of God ſaw the daughters of the ſonnes 


__ | of men\ Whereby itis apparent, that to the men thar profeſſed*true | 
| religion with {dam and Seth the name. of the ſonnes of God was | 
given, and rothe reſt the name of the ſonnes of men. The profeſſors | 


— 


of thetrue religion were called ſonnes of God, that did worſhip the 
true God: after the manner thar God taught by L Ada», The other | 
were.called ſonnes of men, that gave themſelves over to worldlinefle, 
and vanity, and prophaneneſſe ; for my part I ſuppoſe thar before 
the floud: there was no Idolatry,; becauſe the Holy Ghoſt would | 
| a0t-have; omitted the taxing of that finne as well as rhoſe it doth 
_—_ raXxe : 


Ge v. Laniech,c, Cunnvs, 


| 


to meane, then it was begun to call on the name of the Lord, and then 
ir ſhall be addedas a commendation of Seth, rhat in his daics teligion 
began to flouriſh more then ever before, by his diligence joynin 
with his Father LAdam, much more reſpe&t was had to picty,' ari 
grcater numbers of men imbraced the profeſſion of piety. And this 
ought to bethe care of every good man to further the progreſle of 
true religion,and to cauſe the name of God to be faithfully called up- 
on of many. or 0 I 

Now of the reſt of Adams ſeed there is a Catalogue made-inthe 


| 


| thirry nine yeares, for no queſtion they would give their mitides to 


fifth Chapter of all the ancient Fathers, from the firſt man Adaw 


to Noah, in whoſe dzies the floud fell out, by which it appeares of | 


what ſtanding the world was, when it was growne ſo corrupt, that 
the Lordcould no longer endure the manners of it. And inthis Ca- 
talogue the Holy Ghoſt takes this order ; 1. He ſhewes of wharage 
every one was when he begart his eldeſt fonne. How many yeares he 
lived after the birth of that ſonne. 3. Howold he was when hedied; 
The number of the perſons are inall-ten, Adam, Seth, Endch,Cainan, 
cAlahalaleel, Tared, Enoch, Methnſelah, Lam:ch, and Noah. Adaniata 
hundred and thirty yearcs begar Seth, and after lived eight hundred 
yearcs and had more children in that time, and died-aged-riinehiun- 
dredandrthirty yeares. Adam was intruththe cldeſt. man all things 
conſidered, for though Methwſelah-ont-lived' him rhitty©hine" yodres 


(for he was nine hundred fixty nine yeates,'and Adinii buenine his | 
dred andthirty) yet Methuſclah was borne an infant, ' Adew was made | 


aperfe@ man the firſt day, andinthoſe times a man wasbut' a child at 


marriage in that newneſle of rhe world, paucity of men, and plenty of 
ground ſo ſoone as they were fit for ir: ' So Laams perfet eſtate at 
the firſt cqyntervailed the living of forty yearesand more.” Seth he li-i 
ved a hundred and five yeares and begat En9s, and living eight hun- 
dred and ſeven yeares begat divers more children, and ended his 
daies at nine hundred and two. Enecs lived niniety yeares atid begar| 
Cainan, &c. as you may reade inthe ſtory, Nothing is mentioned 
of any one but the length of his life, the tiaze when hee had his firſt | 
ſonne, and that hee had more ſonnes. Onely of Henoch it is noted 
that he walked with God, that is, lived amet holy life and thathe 


died notat all, but was tranſlated after hee had lived: three hundred 1 


fixty five yeares. The Lotd ſhontned the daies of his pilgrimage; and 
rewarded his ſingular picty with taking him up to Heaven, ſoule and 
body immediately without dying: He was'changed without any ſe- 
parating of his ſpirit from his body, and in'him we have anexample 
what ſhould have beene the courſe that God would hayetaken withall 
men if man had continued in the ſtate of innocency, viz. heſhould 


taxeif it had beene then uſed in the world. Bur let ustake the words | 


not have died, ſoule and body ſhould never have' departed one from 
the other, bur afrer aman had proceeded in podlinefſe, till hee had 
gotten ſo large a meaſure of it, as inthis life hee coald (for chough 
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Adam were perfet habitually yet not atually, I meane though hee 
had anability.ro attaine perfet knowledge of God andthe creatures, 
yet hee had nor yer actually gotten all ſuch knowledge as hee was 
ro get both of God and of the creatures) then ſhould he have beene 
tranſlated into Heaven to ſee God immediately andto know him bet- 
ter then in this life he could be knowne. Sinne entring cauſed death, 
had not that come in we ſhould have-gone to Heaven without death 
as this Henoch did, | 
' Now out of all theſe things written concerning theſe Ancients the 
direct parents of our Lord, wee gather this, that death is common 
toall, and how long ſocver a man lives at laſt hee muſt leave the 
world, and therefore we learne twothings principally. | 
Eirſt, to prepare for death, that whenſoeyer it befalleth wee may 


change for the better not forthe worſe, and this preparation for death 


muſt be not alone alittle before it comes, or at the houre of its ap- 


| proach, burin the whole courſe of our life by beginning carly to re- 


pent and continuing daily to turne and renew our repentance, that ſo 
we maygctan aſſurance of our being taken from earthto Heaven : for 
hethat begins unfaignedly to turne to God and ſo continues,hee ſhall 
ſurely be faved, and for the moſt partſhall obtaine before his departure 
hence at aſſured apprehenſion of his ſalvation. Therefore hee muſt 
(as Heng did) walke with Godin a continuall care of obeying 
him; and labouring to hold faſt, a conſtant perſwaſion of his favour 
and: loyeto him in his Soane, for it is teſtified of Exch, that he plea- 
ſed God, ſo that whar in Geneſis is called a walking with God, that 
S. Paul calls pleaſing of God,and alſothat by faith he was tranſlated that 
he ſhould not ſee dearh;even by his-beleeving and reſting upon Gods 
mercy>for ſo it is ſaid, he beleeved that God was and was a rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeeke him,which finding himſelfe to do, he reſolved 
thar God would reward him : So-muſt cach of us walke with God,con- 
ſtantly reſolve and indeavour to pleaſe God in all things, and retaine 
in ourſelves an aſſured peaſwaſion,that God will graciouſly accepr and 
reward us in Chriſt, withgiving us life cternall and cauſing us never to 
ſee the ſecond death : though we muſt not be freed from the firſt, for 
that was the ſpeciall priviledge of Zxochand Eliah,and was never gran- 
ted to any other that we read. Labourtherfore to hold faſt in your foules 
afirme perſwafion of Gods loveto youin Chriſt, and withall a firme 
purpoſe of pleaſing him inall things. Ler ſincere truth of obedience be 
joyned with a firme perſwafion of Gods love, and the firme periwaſion 
of Gods love be joyned with a fincere indeavour of obedience, then 
death ſhall never come amiſſe,then youare alwaies ready for it.So Da- 
vid ſaith, 1 have hoped in thy ſalvation and done thy Commandements. So 
thenit we would be ready for God we muſt doc two things, Turne to 
him and walke with him. Toturne is to begin to walke with God, to 
walke with God is to continuetoturneto him.O yethat have not begun 
to turne doe it to day, turne'now, call to mind your former evill 


waics to judge your ſclyes for them, to lament them, to ſecke of 
WJ Fans | | God 


—————— 
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God in Chriſt forgiveneſſe of them and power againſt them, and | 
labour to reſt yourſelves upon his goodneſle in Chriſt for pardon and 
| helpe, and ſo have you made your peace, then keepe your peace ; 
| {by aconſtant indeayour to pleaſe God in holineſle of life, and a con- | 
{ſtant renewing of your aſſured perſwaſton of his love. O happy man | 
|hethar can ſo fic himſclfe for his latter end. Brethren let the mention 
| ' {of the deaths of ſo many aged perſons, make you carefull to prepare 
' for death; you that be young docit, becauſe death takes away young | 
; | menas well asold, and youthar be old docit, becauſe yon may meete 
By with it very ſuddenly,and muſt needs mecte with it aforeit be long. | 
TH: Againe, you ſeetheſe long-liv'd men here, wreſtling with the cor- 
' { ruptions of the world and their owne, ſome a longertime and ſome a 
ſhorter,butall in compariſon of our ſelves a great while. The longeſt 
lived man for number of daycs was cMethuſelah who lived nine 
| hundred ſixty nine ycares, but for perfeRion of life Adam, who li- 
ved aperfedt man nine hundred and thirty yeares. The ſhorteſt lived 
of all the Parriarkes was Noahs Father, eMethuſelahs Sonne, Lamech, 
| for he lived ſeven hundred ſeventy and ſeven yeares, and died the | 
yeere before the floud, alittle before his Father Methuſelah, who li- | 
ved till thar-very yearethat the loud came and drowned all, and was i 


þ taken away thathe might not ſeethe floud. 
id Now why did God lengthen out the daics of the Patriarkes 2 nh = 
I anſwer, chiefely ro maintaine the knowledge of God and true re- Þ long) - 
[ ligion inthe world, that by the long life of one godly man, the truth 
which then was not putin writing, but by word of mouth delivered 
j from man to-man might be kept morepure and undefiled. Ademlived 
| till Merhuſelah was two hundred forty and three yeares old. Methuſe- 
lah livedtill Sem the Sonne of Noah was one hundred yeares lacking 
two; ſo that Sem talked with him that had talked with Adam, who 
could acquaint him with all things concerning thecreatures,the fall and 
the promiſed ſeed out of his certaine knowledge and experience, he 
| had beene made of nothing, he had feene all perfeions, and Methuſe- 
lah could tell it to Sem, and Sems lived to ſee T/aac borne and a 
Farher. Sothat 7/aac might ſpeake mouthto mouth with 
him that had ſpoken with him that had ſpoken 
with .Ademthe firſt man that ever was. 
Was not this a notable con- 
firmation of his 
Faith. 
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THE FIFTH _ 
EX AMPEE. 


OF 


- The Old W orld. . : 


j & 


— ihe 


A ] 


Ss" 97 Ec have propounded particular Examples unto 
a) a9 /o you hitherto,as alſo the Scriptures have how. 
> Now following them, wee muſt ſet before; 


your eyes the Examples of an whole mulrti- 
tude, even of an whole World, full of men 
& and women, that gave themſelves to worke 
& wickedneſſe before the Lord. Iris called in 
z- Scripture, the old World, and the world of un- 
| | godly, In the ſpace of a 1656. yeares-the 
generation of mankind was growne to that height and exorbitancie 


of wickedneſſe, that the patience of God could no longer <ndure 
them. | 

Now concerning this Old World we will ſhew you threethings. 
I, Their ſinnes. 2. The goodnefle of God to them notwithſtan- 
ding their finnes. '3. The ſevere puniſhment thar fell upon themat the 
laſt, andſo will make uſe of all. | 

Firſt, for their finnes, the Holy Ghoſt ſets them out in generall,' 
and more particularly. In generall, the finne of may is ſaidto be great, 


| and that every imagination of the thought of his heart was evill and one- 


ly evill and that continually, Secondly, it is ſaid, that all fieſh had: cor- 
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The finnes of 
the old world. 
1.12 generall, 

Geti.6.5, 
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rupted his way upon the earth. So their naughtinefle was remarkeable 
in theſe two reſpeds, it was exceeding hainous and grieyous inthar 
they committed great and fowle finnes, in great abundance with great 
wilfullneſſe, and gave themſelves to add finne to finne, doing no- 
thing but plodding and contriving wickedneſſe, and then all men 
gayethemſclvesover tothe ſame bad courſez you could not finde a 
| man that made ſcarce aſhew- of goodnefle out of Noahs houſe. When 


ſome in Noah 
houſe, 


Why finne was 
(@ great then, 


them ſome fearefull and heavie-punuhments. 


all conſent rogether to ſell over themſelves to worke iniquity, and 
grow paſt ſhame os feare, running into moſt grievous and notorious 
 finnes with greedineſſe and wilfullneſſe, this is very offenſive to Al- 
mighty God, and will certainely provoke his wrath to bring upon 

Divers reaſons may be thought of that cauſed this exceeding great 
growth of ſinne;jjn thoſe times. 1. The long life of men, for let an 
unſanRified marycontinue long,and he will grow more and more fin- 
full the longer he-continues. Sinne by frequent exerciſe growes. more 
and more violent and head-ſtrong. So living a grear ſpace of timethey 
grew above meaſure naught. ... 

2. They had ſtrong and able bodies together with health and ability 


2.ITn particular, 


Mat.24-37,38. 


Mat«e24.3 8. 


tro enjoy the things of this life. 

3- They had great peace in regard they all lived under apaternal) 
governement, yp geo locks family. ſt1]l being acknowledged the 
governour of the family, and they had-all one language and fo no 
great cauſe of controverfic, and one religion too, it is like,ſceing the 
Patriarkes lived ſo long, that they were immediately taught of God, 
ſavethatthey degenerated to prophaneneſle and the moſt became of 
no religion, and ſodid not warre with the contrary little partie, un- 
lefſeit were with jeſts,ſcoffes and contumelies. Long life,great ſtrength, 
great peace begat great wickedneſle. 

But more particularly the Lord takes notice here of their 1. Un- 
lawfull and carnall marriages, 2. Of their violence: and oppreſſion. 
And our Saviour telleth 'of their great worldlineſſe, that did ell 
overthemſclves to remporall dealings, and cared nothing for better 
things; and S.Pcter tells of their obſtinacy in finning, and their not 
belceving nor regarding, they were diſobedient whileſt the long ſuffe- 
ring of God waited in the daies of Noah. Yea our Saviour telleth of 
their notable unbelecfe, that did nor give any credit to Gods threats, 
nor knew of the floud till the waters came and drowned them. All 


alarge warning, a hundred and twenty yeares to repent, in which his 


Noahs preaching prevailed not to make them take notice of the 
judgementthat hanged over their heads. 
The mercy of God towards them appeareth, inthat he gave them 


Spirit continued to ſtrive with their wickednefſe. God taketh to him- 
ſelfe the fimilitude of a man, who being greatly diſpleaſed with the 
ill carriage of his Inferiours, is faine to ſtrive with himſelfe to keepe | 
downe his anger,that it raiſe notnp it ſelfe againſt them in exceſfle and 


| 
| 


over-fuddenly. The ſtriving of Gods Spirit is a patient continuing 
18 (8 | | ” 


4 — I 


UMI 


| EO Foo, REES ortho, 
IP gx 7 Ee RA 


PO Es Fe WAS" 26 ” : 4 = 9 0" Ru - 
CORINNE: = ood ie wu Ting, : 
y wich TNA WY Os 4 GIST, $27 2h 5 's (4 » . 


Gun. 


ro uſe the meanes of reclaiming ſinners, to ſee if it be poſſible to! 


winne them, Gods bounty taketh paines as it were to breake mans 


the Old W orld, Crar.s,| 


ſinfull heart. So God reſolved to continue ſtriving but fora hundred 
and twenty yeares, and all that whiſe he determined to continue this 
courſe of gentleneſſe,” and withall hee uſed in that time the miniſtery 
of Noah, who was therefore called a Miniſter and Preacher of righ- 
teoulneſſe by S, Peter, that he might reducethem to ſome repentance 
and amendment ; therefore is it ſaid, The long- ſuffering of God waited 
in Noahs dates, and in all this ſpace they had great outward mer- 
cies. Yea there were men of great ſtature borne which prooved alſo 
men of great renowne for wealth, riches, honeurs and outwardemi- 
nencies, ſo that they felt no manner of puniſhment almoſt in earth- 


ly things, bur were reſerved to that great and heavie puniſhment | 
which waited for them at laſt, even to the deluge or floud of! 
Waters. 

God made all the great deepes ro breake up, and the ſprings to 
over-flow, fo that the waters guſhed up from the ground, and then 
opened the windowes of Heaven, and cauſed all the waters from 
above to fall downe, till at length the raine continuing for the | 


_— 


| 


iſſue upwards, the whole earth and all the higheſt mountaines 
were covered with water fifteene cubits, thar is, acubit being coun- 
ted for halfe a yard, ſeven yards and an halfe bigh, to the cutting 
off of all the ſonnes and daughters of Adam, and of all the birds 
and beaſts that could not live inthe water, ſave thoſe few that were 
in the Arke with Noah, who beſides his preaching by the ſigne 
of _—_— the Arke did warne them but all in vaine of the follow- 
ing floud. | 
So you have the ſumme of the ſtory of the old World in their 
finfullneſſe, and Gods forbearance for a long time, and Gods ſeveri- 
ty andtheir miſery at the laſt. Let us make due uſes now of all. For 
the chiefe thing in ſuch ſtories as theſe is to make a good uſe,becauſe 
theſe are ſer forth for an Example to them that ſhall hereafter liveun- 
godlily. For their ſoules alſo periſhed eternally as well as their bo- 
dies, for anything that can be learn'd out of Scripture to the con- 
trary, except that we may conceive, the Lord might be mercifull to | 
the ſoules of infants, that were not of age to make uſe of the meanes 
that ſhould have brought the reſt to repentance, nor did not runne 
tothe ſame extremity of wickedneſle,-unleſſe I ſay wee may hope 
in charity that God would ſhew compaſſion on the ſoules of thele, 
the men of yeeres periſh ſoule and body both. - Now what uſes 
muſt wee make, 1. Of their ſinnes, 2. Of Gods paience, 3. Of 
Gods ſeverity. Of their finnes we muſt make divers uſes. 

Firſt, to take notice of our owne corrupt nature thar is ready to 
grow ſo extreamely naught. For weealfo are the poſterity of Aden, 


* ” 


and havethe ſame corruption of nature that theſe had, and our _ 


wo and rhe forme and frame of our hearts and all our thoug s | 
WIL 


, | =. 
ſpace of forty daies, and the waters finding ſo violent an | The Þcluge. 
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2 Pat. 2.5. 
1 Pq:-3.29, 
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all, 


. __ Eh . , : 4 " ”_ 4 2 . POTS 0 PRO IN "oy q 5 
* Ro o wa + x hs. "XY _ ado. f: 8 * » x ads" _ WY on "_ x 1 - "$01 A v {uo ad FL FOE "BE 6+ > 1 'y oy, wt 1h, , WT 9 no] © od Y 
Ms ae RR ' ft ST ike Ms 2 was ER ET OR OE TS 3 RES: TS FIG vi MEA Ek oo rd SS WODUHEGOTEY Et OE Wf. PUT v1g9 oY. NY Y mt vey "+ 70 " TO PUES > 
F a rs V* Cools . of R051 Rs *Þ. P oy, EIT OT ” ad Ny "wit Og F CE WR YL y 1/F-0% WEIS 1-4 $5.4) #43 7 Y , , . OY Ebert Os; 5) bi 53 a 
warts, 0s te Thad, Ai RA Et ISM Ev 2 n II 0 A Men Ati RG, We £44 ; " 
= 94D Ty "NU OO PET PRO MEE ER 6 (PANS. Arte. bees BA a Þy 
. , . 


full and wicked for beauties ſake, or any ſuch carnall reſpe&. For 


GzN. The Example of Crna Rey Y 


will be onely evill continually, if God give us to our ſelves, and 
' there is not one of us that would not grow unjuſt, voluptuous, 
worldly, violent, and moſt extreamely wicked in every kinde of 


| ſwelling, lifting up our ſelves and defpiſing others, is no better then 


wickedneſle, as occafion would offer it ſelfe, if the Lord did not 
| hold us backe, either by reſtraining or ſanCtifying, or both. To 
him lerus give the praiſe of our being reſtrained or ſanRified, and | 
let us confefſe his goodneſſe that doth not give us over to all licen- 
riouſneſſe, to! commit all wickednefſe with greedinefſe. An hearty 
praiſing of God for deliyering us from notorious finfullneſſe, is a 
teſtimony of ſome grace.' 'Mans heart is apt toturne ſuch freedome 
into matter of ſwelling and ſelfe: conceirednefle, if our lefle badneſle 
makes us more thankefull and humble not haughty and arrogant, it is 
a ſigne of fome truth of goodnefle. Burt innocency joyned with 


that of the Phariſee. This is the firſt uſe of their fin. | 
Thenext isto teach us to take heed of ſuch wickedneſfle, that great 
finnes may nor grow common, but that there may be ſome to oppoſe 
the reſt, ſome to mourne for the reſt, and to take care of keeping 
chemſclves unſpotted in the world, that ſo great and publike puniſh- 
ments may be kept back. Letus every way ftrive to cauſe that finnes 
grow not huge and univerſal], that they come not to an high degree 
and to commonneſle, ſothat all joynein them; for then likely ſome 
great and heavy calamity muſt irſue. With us finnes do grow very | 
(great, great faults are committed by many, but yet we arc to praiſe 
God that all fleſh hath not corrupted their wates, there be ſome 
though bur few in compariſon of the multitude, yet I ſay ſome,thar 
\ſet themſelves againſt the great and common iniquitics, which may 
[&/Sa ſome hope, thatthe Lords chaſtiſements ſhall follow us one- 
ly for reformation, not for utter extirpation of the Nation. Let us 
all uſe our beſt diligence to hinder the greatnefle and commonneſle 
'of finne , that wee may prevent deſtroying and all- devouring 
 blowes. ON | 
/ A third uſe from their/ſinnes is that we be carcfull ro avoid theſe 


| 


' particular finnes, or to repent of them and to reforme them, if wee 


' have committed them. 
| T. Takegreat heedof making carnall marriages with perſons fin- 


—————<— 
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1f it offend God that men be lewd to take wives voide of true reli- 
. gion and picty becauſe of their faireneſſe, then ſurely to be fo farre 
; over-ruled with gaine or any other earthly conſideration, as for theſe 
| things ſake to make matches with carnall and naughty men muſt 
| needs offend God. Let no man doe ſo therefore, let piety I ſay t 
| piety be the match-maker, let beauty, riches, and all ſuch things | 
come after in the ſecond or third place, and letno man for any re- | 
ſped of face, faire ſtate,e&4c. marrie themſelves to foule conditions, 
foulemanners, falſe religion, wicked converſation. Surely that which 


| [wayes aman moſt in matrimony, ſwaycs him moſt in his _; 
| e 1 © 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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under it, It isthe property of beaſts to be lead by will and pafhon, 


| hand carr reach and pull unto it ſelfe, 'buc alone that which he findes 
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thing ircannot be conceived that we bave any; ſound knowledge of ir, 
and if outwardthings fway us moſt here, they havethe ſoveraigney 
and dominion of our hearts. Shew your ſelves ſpiritugll.:in choice 
| of yoke-fellowes, if you will enjoy the comfort of being ſo/ingood. 
carneſi and in;fincerity. And if any have dane- etherwiſe,-O letthem 
be much humbled, iris a great fault an hazarding of ones ſelfe to dev 
firuction or of his children, a ſigne thatone doth not righely. know: 
neither finne or goodneſle, if in this matter wickednefſe cannot dif- 
grace all other things, and vertue over-ballance all othee,andthere-- 
fore if God have made ſuch a match very diſmall and.-unhappie to 
any one, and that they have found theſe things unabletogive con-| 
tent, and; with theſe they have .beene turned aſide from the right | 
way ; let them acknowledge the jultice of God and turne-rhe'pu- 
niſhments into a meanes. of unfained repentance for rhe finne. It's; 
juſt with God to croſſe mens falſe opinions of things,and maketheas 
meete with wretchedneſſe, where they did falſely and unwarramably 
omiſe to themſelves contentment, as they doe moſt times in ſuch 
inde of ill made marriages. If any good man have fo tranſgreiietd,, | 


he is now called to repentance for it, by Gods hand trofling, ;and: 
Gods Word mms TE oo1 cy 3 a8 vr, 2A Land 

. Againe, beware 1pray; you of the next ſienes 44. auhjuſtice and 
violence, that is, taking away the g6ods-iof athers by ſitang bagd,: 
whether by manifeſt violence,orby violent wrefting-and abuſing off | 
law through firength of wir, a_—_ orbath, To takeaway that” 
from another by any manner of {trength whichis his-inright «bats: 
violence. God hath often in this Word ſpoken againſt :this, far the; 
watersof the floud havenot yet waſhedit out, butithathplace inthe! 
world ſtill. Thoſe that are ſtronger then others will wrehch and- pull, 
and make a ſhifr to tug all they can unto themſelves, though they: 
have no rightunco ſuch things, covetoulnefle and greedy defires be-: 
get oppreiſion to ſarisfic ſuch an unſatisfiabledeſire ; Dewd Cori; 
plaines, Pſe.55.9. that hee hath ſeene violence in the citie, and Pſal.. 
11.5. Himthat loves violence bis ſoule hateth. By violence:men'tread; 
under foot the light ofnature, and bury their reaſon in paſſion -and 


! 
} 


what they defire to have if they can poſlibly ger ie by avy 'device 
or power they will have it, rules of right they acknowledge nond | 
nor can acknowledge, becauſe they want reaſon, which is the ſole 
 diſtinguiſher betwixr right and wrong. Burt man that hath-rcaſan 
which can ſet downe. limits and bounds to- every mans -pofſeifions 
and benefits, ſhould follow hisireaſon and not rake ſa .much as his 


the rules of cquity to give him. He that doth otherwiſe dothiofitiedy 
treſpaſſe upon Gods Royalty over the whole world, for he doth tot 
_ himſeltc inthis great family according tothe will of him that | 


is 


57 
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life. IF godlinefle and religion benot of force-to. romwpapionhls: | 


| 58 (Gunz The vexabble of Cuars; 
| \ | is'the' ſole! njaker-and maſter of it, *and fo lives as if /himſelfe were | 


Maſtet and'thicte: Lordzand nov boundtoany rules burthoſe of his' 
ownewill,” Violence! rherefore 'is/ a gtievous-finhe. Tt wilt bring 
G6dscurſe, andanger; and hatied upon the commirer... A violent 
mar is odidtsifithe world and in” Heaven too, this love-of himſelfe 
makes hin" ijuribasts'all, anditherefore 'alſo.loathſome. © Flie | 
violence Gereforteitheriof hand or head, and-take nothing but whar 
i-true ben you cartptove to be your owne; and if you havegotten | 
any"thing3by violence, repent of it;.and' rid-your hands: of it,' elſe : 
che hand6Þ God ſhall 'be heavie-upon you ferir, he will-bring your | 
| vioteticeupefi your owneipates,” oO 0 Torhrg [og nlag: 
©: And know:I beſeech you; that as: there' be two forts of violent | 
beaſts ſoofitnen;” ' You know there be Lions, 'and Beares;and Tigers, 
|afi{grear creatures thar'prey upon the weaker as upan. the Sheepe,” 
the Cowe;&c.”and then: there belittle beaſts-roo- thartiprey uponthe | 
leſſer, -a5the Weezleonthe Mouſe'and on Chickens,and fuch like that 
beleſſerthentheamſclves: * Sothere be rwo ſorts of violent: men too, | 
oftcat and:wealthie-man, and rhe poote and meaner:man. The one. 
&m-bearc ou his violence.openly, and dotty it in-grearcrthings, The; 
other doth'is more cloſely and in'kfſer -chings; but both! will have!) 
what equity :dothinot givothem by one orotherfhift:or-wile,or :aRi of | 
his hand. And truly as great wickedneſle is:found'in poore menthis 
way as in rhe wealthiee; ' He rhat is as badas his place willſuffer, 
| $8 wicked-a man as'anorher har in higher place igmortappardnt+ 
I wicked, 'Give the: Weezle rthe-fangs and Tt of a Lion, hee- 
/ |wilbdoe as machimiſchicte as/'a- Lion. -: Therefore rhe prere robbing! 
Proyeal.z. ., | He" poore is comparcd- to a ſweeping reine. that leaverhi no: food, and | 
__ . - : \nohie-more- violent then theſe little violent 'ones when they- can tell. 
+: | howto make way and-bearc out their violence, will not you ſee it 
| evidemtly: in-the boldneſſe of the poorer ſort to ſteale- corre at this 
'timeof the eare. Herhatwill pull apiece of ones ſheafe-from him, 
'if:hee were a-great Prince of name. and power, would-:pull his' 
| whole living from him. Beware thereforc'of thoſe unjuſt waics of 
.getting. which are under your hands,” and: in' your - powets inciderit 
 te-your "places, - repent of them, ſhun them, and forbeate them 
foriconſcience ſake, chat you may not provoke» Gods wrath againſt} 


| >>Purtherz the men of this time were extreamely ' worldly as: our 
| Lord Jeſus'noterh, they:ſold over themſclves-to the world.) and :ca+ 
| red:nov:for'Noxhs preaching, nor for anything that might: concerne! 
' theirſoules; but: ſold:overthemſclves to carthly dealing asyourcade | 
Ki.Dakelt7.2 827. 'O bemot many of you ſuch;-areinor'your hearts | 
fullye Fre Serhin altearthlinefle. Doe'not youſer your ſelves al-/) 


thereo-therhings of this life with the' meere: negle®t of that! 
vhichiconcetnes: 2 better,” Surchy- thoſe: thar doe ſo;arc in heart 


— 


Arheiſts, mm not/ thoroughly: beleeve'thit:immorrality of the-| 
| forte; nor:hÞibcing of: another world. For were: every 'mans _ | 
j ENG WERLS, | | | | ully 
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fully perſwaded that his ſoule ſhould continue for ever in another} © "I . 


world: either in cternall weale or woe, it were not poſſible for him 
not to conſider of the eſtate to come as well as of the ſiate preſent, | 
if we did as well know and beleeve that there is an Hell and Heaven, | 
tasthatthere is an earth and in it miſery and welfarc,we could not bur | 
be as ſtudious to get the future happineſſe and eſcape the future miſery \ 
as the preſent. 1 pray you therefore ſtrive aggink that finne of 

the old- World, v:z. giving up your ſelves exceſſively tothe world, 


and put your ſelves in minde of a world that is to come, and minde 
the things that are above and ſet your affetions on them. If you 


| 


{ ſo performe workes of Gods Worſhip, as that they weane you not | 


— 


"Im 


_ 


| 
| 


} did the preaching of Nach with them. We may well comfort our 


ment chat it i5.no better, Indeed you have not had ſo many yeeres 


from the world, you doe them but hypocritically, you have alone | 
the forme and not the power of godlineſſe. Though a man uſe not | 
violence, yer if hee be exceſſively worldly the Word of God is | 
choaked in him, and will not bring forththe fruit of eternall lifeun- | 
to him. 

Another ſin of the old World is, they abuſed Gods long-ſuffering 
 andNoahspreaching,and gat no mannerof knowledge ofthe long threats 
ned floud,nor no care of amending their lives. This is a fearefull thing | 
to get nothing by Gods patience or by the labours of the Mini- 
ſters whom he ſends to teach and warne us. This ſhewes that the 
Divell hath blinded their eyes, that finne hath hardened the heart, 
and that a man hath given over himſelfe to. the ſervirude of ſome 
luſt: this is a great wrong to Gods goodneſle and authority both, 
and it brings ſevere puniſhments, for in aggravating the finnes of men 
ir muſt needs aggravate the poniſhment alſo, O brethren conſider of 
your ſclyes if you be not guilty of this ſinne. How long hath God 
beene ſtriving to pull you out of your finnes. How much patience 
hath he ſhewed; how much teaching have you heard, and yer alas 
the old World got as much: by Gods kindnefle to them as you doe 
and you no more then they. Many of you know nothing of your 


| miſerable eſtate. As little be you acquainted withthe truths youare | 
taught cvery day, asthey were with thefloud that came upon them, | 


as little doth our preaching prevaile to worke you toamendment, as 
ſelves in this, that our ſucceſle is no worſe then Noahs, and alſo la- 


preaching. as: the * old World had, but conſider it with the 
proportion - to your lives and you have more, Then men 
uſed to live ſome ſeven, cight, or nine hundred yeeres. Loe 
| God gave them a Preacher a long time, and ar length determined 
| the very yeereof the floud, itſhall be a hundred and twenty yeercs 
| hence, and fo from yeare to yeare lefle as the yeercs went up.. Yee 
have lived and died (many of you that be dead) under the Miniſte- 
| ry. Indeed we cannot tell you the yeere of your death,or bring you 
eidings ofa floud of water to overflow you altogether, but of a river 


| 4Diſobedien, 


of fire and brimſtone to overflow and oyerwhelme you one after one [ 


r Pet, 3.20. 
The floud 
came upon . 


them and they 
knew FI 


[WIPES ES Ace 


1 60 


Gu," The Example of  Crar6. 


wee can tell you from God, and you feare this floud of brim- | 
ſtone no more then they. did that loud of water. O repent of 
your long impenitency and miſerable unbelcefe and wilfull igno. 
rance of Gods threats, and other things that are continually taught 
you out of the Word. i And now ceaſe to imitate this world of 
ungodly men, but apply your ſelves to flie from the wrath to 


I beſeech you lay to hearr the things you heare; take notice of 
them, beleeve them, and fer your ſelves ro amend your lives and | 
caſt away all your finnes, which this old World did not but ſhould ' 
have done: be better I ſay be betrer then they were, and ler their | 
wickedneſſe teach you ſome goodnelſe. When will it once be that 
you will know and belceve the threars of God and his promiſes? 
when will ic once be that you will ſubmit your ſelves to thoſe 
that are as Noah was, Preachers of righteouſneſle, and ſecke to get 


the righteouſneſſe of faith, which Noah would not have gotten him- | 
 ſelfe, if ir had mot beene the ſame that hee preached to. otherse | 
Now I pray you at laſt to exceede this generation of wicked men. | 


| And theſe uſes youmuſt make of their wickednefſlc. 


Now of Gods patience towards them in giving them all outward | 
proſperity and long: deferring the execution of his wrath, and ſen. | 
ding Noah by preaching and building the Arke to draw them to 
repentance ; learne firſt to praiſe God for the like long-ſuffering to 
| us, and uſing the like meanes to bring us to repentance andto :life 
eternall. It is the ſame God that ruled the world at thoſe times 
who ruleth us alſo at this time, and he diſcovers the ſame vertues | 
[in his governing. O how patient is God now alſo « how great | 
care doth he take to leade us to repentance alſo? How many out- 
ward benefits have wee 2 This goodnefſe of God towards them 
that periſh, whereby he tooke ſuch order and care for them, that 


'rhey might have eſcaped perdition if they would have made uſe of 
' bis meanes is not ſufficiently heeded nor obſerved. Might not the 
;world then have eſcaped both drewning and hellroo, if they would 
' have hearkened to Noah and beleeyed him, and followed his in- 
; ſtrutions. -Did any thing but their owne wilfullnefle and heedleſ- ; 
| nefſe ſhut them out of the Arke and out of Heaven,and thruſt them | 
downe into the Deluge and into Hell 2 Brethren, God magnifies | 
his mercics to the veſſells of wrath, he doth labour to bring them 
| out"of their il1 eſtate, he hath not ceaſed for many yeares to in- 
'tice them to repentance by his long-ſuffering. Certainely this 
; ſhould magnifie Gods goodneſle to us 'and make us to applaud 
| him exceedingly, and acknowledge the brightneſſe of his Jultice | 
| In their future deſtrution, O how juſt was God in the drow-' | 
| ning' of theſe 'men 2 is hee not as juſt in the damning of the fin- 
ner now 2 Lord be thou praiſed forithy mercy and forthy juſtice, 
_ let the one ſerve to cleare the other, and both ro commend 
thee. | | 

}-- > 


Againe, 


come and from the vengeance thar muſt overtake all wilfull ſinners. | 
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Againe, 1 pray you now the the ſecond time to make a good | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


1 
! 


| 
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uſe of Gods clemencie to you. He ſent but one Noah to all the 
world, who yet is ſaid to condemne the world. He ſends amongſt 
you to every towne almoſt one to tell you of the judgement to 
come, and to ſtirre you up to repentance. Now be intreated to 
hearken and obey, and to get you to the-Arke. Brethren wee doe 


| here in Gods name offer you aſſurance of pardon of finne, and free- 


dome from hell and death, if you will accept it, O let not our prea- 
ching bein vaine. Come, come into the Arke, come into Chriſt 
by true faith, into whom you are come by Baptiſme in reſpe&t of 
outward| profciſion, The Arke was afigure of Chriſt, and Bap? 
tiſme is as it were the Arke: O labour for the true Baptiſme with 
the Spirit that you may ſhunne and eſcape the Deluge of Gods 
eternall wrath and vengeance. Let us not preach to you in vaine as 
Noah did tothe old world. And prefent to your ſelves the hideouſ- 
nefle of that plague, O how did mens hearts ake within them 2 
how did horrour take hold upon them, when they ſaw the wa- 
ters rage ſo furiouſly? O now did they find that in experience 
which they would not belceve by Noahs preaching ! Whar cry- 
ing, what roaring, what lamentation did fill the Cities and Villa- 
ges? they didnot die of a ſudden as in the overflowing of the Sea, 
but they died by degrees, they had time to get up upon hills and 
trees, and to foreſee and fore-feare their choaking by waters afore 
ic came, and to ſee the Beaſts many periſhing before them, many 
looking for the ſame ruine with them. Doth not this floud per- 
taine to you £ Dothnot it pertaine to-you alſo? Doe you not here 
ſee, 1. The Omnipotent power of God, and his abſolute and foye- 
raigne command over all creatures. The Seaand Springs are his and 
will breake out upon us. The Cloudes and Waters aboye are his and 
will fall downe upon usto revenge his quarrell. Heis Lord of Hoſts, 
O plant in your ſelves an holy feare of him, and ſay to your ſclves, 
ſhall he threaten and nor performe, who hath the whole world at 
hand to-be ſerviceable unto him. If we would repreſent the Lord 
before our eyes accordingto his fearefull greatneſfle, ſo as to make 
us tremble and depart from finne, happie were wee. Doth not 


C ua P.6./ 


Chriſt ſend us tothe old World, and doth not Peter alſo minde us 
of this deſtruction by water. Surely the Lord fs aterrible God ſtill, 
he is now as terrible, as he ſhewed himſclfe then in the overthrow 
by waters. 


Againe, you muſt in this plague ſee the juſtice of God, his will] 


to puniſh ſinners by inflicting great evill upon them, that ſo you may 
yet make the feare of him the more ſtedfaſt and more effecuall, for 
as hee is of power to cruſh the higheſt and ſtouteſt and thoſe of grea- 
teſt power inthe world, ſo he is reſolved upon-this courſe, and will 
ſurely declare his excellency by making them ſmoake with moſt 
heavie calamitics, that dare advance themſclves againſt his authori- 


ty. Sechere how ſevere God is, he will not ſpare the wicked, he 
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will not hold them innocent, though he deferre many daics, yet will 


the heavineſſe of the ſtroake anſwer the delay. The floud was long a | 
comming, but being come ir's furious and irreſiſtible, and wipes our | 
all the ſonnes of men ſparing none. The Lord can finde in his heart 
to execute hideous evills upon ſinners. Let ther if they pleaſe fan- 
cie a God wholy conſiſting of mercy, they ſhall find him ſuch as his 
Word deſcribeth, not as they themſelves have counterfcited , 
hee will recompence vengeance on his Adverſaries, hee will not 
pitie their cries nor groanes. Hee will not be melted with their 
complaints, but utterly deſtroy them according as his Word hath 
{poken. | 

F Behold alſo the equity of Gods proceeding, hee anſwers their 
finnes with the kindeand meaſure of puniſhment. Great finnes and 
great waters. All fleſh corrupted with ſinne, and all fleſh cut off for 
finne, the earth filled with violence and now filled with waters. 


None tooke care to forbeare almoſt any finne but Noah, and none 
eſcapes but Noah. No multitude of finners can ſave them out of his 
hand, as all ſinned fo all periſh. This great and heavie judgement 
ſhould be often in ourthoughts, we ſhould thinkethus, 7f God ſpared 
pot the old World neither will bee ſpare ws. It is S.Peters inference, and 
it is a great ſinne in us, that we doe not often put our ſelves in minde 
of theſe things to frame our ſelves to humble obedience. 


If any ſay,but God hath promiſed never againe to deſtroy the world 
by water. wo 
I anſwer, true, buthe hath never promiſed not to drowne finners, 
neither hath he promiſed not to puniſh them with puniſhments as 
fearcfull as this of perifhing by waters. God hath great variety of 
weapons to wound his enemies; if he hath renounced the uſe of one,he 
hath others enough to take up torthat purpoſe. And Brethren, I pray 
youtake notice of what S. Petey tells us of, That as the world that 
then was did periſh being drowned in the waters, ſo the world that now 
i ſhall periſh by fire, tor hetelleth us, that zt z by the ſame word re- 
ſerved for fire kept in ſtore againſt the time to come. The Prophet Enoch 
foretold of that great day before Noah foretold of this deluge. That 
day is longer before it come, but it ſhall be more terrible when it 
comes, for the heavens ſhall paſſe away with a noiſe, as the holy Apo- 
ſtletells you. Now asthe righteous Noah ſhewed a way how to eſcape 
that water,even repent and get into the Arke,fo we ſhewa way howto 
eſcape that fire, repent and turne unto the Lord, otherwiſe when he 
ſhall come in flames of fire, you ſhall receivethe judgement of eternal 
deſtruction from before the preſence of his glory. | 
Brethren,I beſeech you ſo to ponder upon that great miſery which fell 
uponthe old World, that youmay be the better for knowing all the 
paſſages of ſo ſtrange a ſtory. It wasthefirſt remarkeable judgement. 


No generall calamity that we reade of did come upon the world till 


then. The firſt and laſt as of juſtice will be moſt ſevere, and the laſt 
likely ſeyerer then the firft, 
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The Lord gave tothe men of this old World a very long life, and 
very great outward bencfits,and ſhewed torhem exceeding great long- 


wt 


ſuffering, why ſo 2 bur becauſe he would firſt, as he delight*thto do 
proove men with benefits. As if he ſhould have ſaid, 1 will proove 
Adams ſonnes with the fruites of my favour. They ſhall have rime | 
enough to repent, ſome eight or nine hundred yeares,and they ſhall be A | 
allured by all proſperity, nothing but comforts ſhall come uponthem | 
for a long time, but if they will not profit by this gentleneſſe, I will | 
ſhorten their lives by halfe, Iving taken away all thoſe fearefull ſin- | 

| ners by a floud of waters. You ſee Gods diſpleaſure againſt 
; ſinne, O atlaſt profitby it and learneto be righteous,chere 
*- is no way to eſcape Gods judgements, bur by fol- 
lowing after righteouſneſle, this courle 

take, and you ſhall be ſafe, 
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& P2SÞ Nc godly man is worth a whole million of 

DR ſinners, as appearcth in that-the Lord made 
more reckoning, of one Noah then of all the 
oC world of the. ungodly. Having laid before 
Y youthe bad Example of that moſt wicked 
generation which lived before :the floud, I 
J0 So. will now ſpeake of one. godly man which 
i --- A SS=Se)i@s lvedinthe ſame times with them, and faw 
| _=*. them all ſwept away with the beſome-of 


| deſtruction. His name was Neah, the word fgnificth reſt, and we 


| 


| have a reaſon given us of impoſing that name by his Father, Ger. Nodb whatic | 
| $.29. This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our worke. and ihe toyle of (1g,nifieth, 


| our hands, becauſe of the .ground which the Lord hath curſed, Iris ſome- 
; what doubtfall how Noah was a comforter to the godly Patriarckes 
in reſpec of their troubles of all kinds, both thoſe they. tooke in ſtri- 
ving againſt the bad men of their times, and the common labours 
of life in regard of the curſe that was gon out againſt mans, ſinne. 
| The moſt probable opinion is as I thinke, that becauſe he was a Prea- 
cher of righteouſnefle,: ang did more; largely and plainely denounge 
Gods wrarh againſt ſinners, and his blefſing ro the godly (for a Prea-, 
cher of righteouſneſſe muſt needs doe: both theſe. things) therefore 
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His Birth, 


His life. 


he gave much refreſhing to the ſoules of the godly, and madeall their 
labours cafie. Even as now if Gods people have a painefull Mini- | 
ſter amongſt them, thar ceaſeth not to acquaint them with Gods 
mercy and juſtice, and to revive the remembrance of Heaven and all 
the Promiſes intheir hearts, they live much more comfortably, then 
any outward thing without this helpe could make them to live. So it 
was in thoſe times alſo with thoſe godly Patriarkes. Againe, as it 
would be a great comfort to good men now, if any man were ſent 
| by God to aflure them of - the laſt day of judgement, for they 
would eyen lift up their heads and rejoyce: ſo Noe in telling of 
the floud which to that world was a kinde of judgement-day did 
oreatly ſolace the ſpirits of the good againſt all their ſorrowes, 

Now this Noah was the fonne of Lamech the ſonne of Merhuſe- 
lah in the 1056, yeare of the world. He was the tenth after Adam 
incluſively, borne after CAdams and Seths death, and Herochs tran- 
{lation, and lived to ſee the death of Enos, K arnan, eMahalaleel, Iy- 
red, eMethuſelah and Lamech. This is all we have to ſay of his Birth 
or entrance into the world. | 

Now concerning his life I pray you conſider foure things, 1. His 


In which 
1.His vertues, 
1.In generall, 
Was a perfect 
man and wal- 
ked with God. 
Geni,5.22. 
Heb, 114+ 


| as wegoe along and fo come to his death laſt of all. 


goodneſle. 2. His bad deeds. 3. The ſorrowes and miſeries hemet 
with. 4. The benefits God gave him. And letus make uſe of all 


Firſt for his goodnefle, it is ſet forth in the Scripture generally 
and particularly. In generall theſe three things are affirmed of him, 
Gen.6.9.Hewas a juſt man and uprizht,or perfect, avd walked with God, 
Before it is afhirmed of Herech that hee walked with God, and the 
Scripture told us alſo of 7%, that hee obtained a divine teftimo- 
ny that hee alſo was juſt, and 7b is ſaid to have beene a perfe& 
man, yea itis added by way of amplification to his goodnefle thar 
hee was 4 jufe man and perfett in his generations, that is, in his owne 
time, in thoſe moſt finfull daies when all were naught. Noah was 
good when all had corrupted their waies, he was fincere and up- 
right in his wates. For this is the trueſt commendation of vertue, 
when it keepes a man unſpotted of thoſe evils which are every where 
practiſed inthe world. | | 
Let us now requeſt you to conſider of your ſelves every man whe- 
ther he be a Noah, Surely none but Neahs ſhall be admitred 'inro rhe 
Arke, and eſcape the waves of deſtrution : none bur. Noahs ſhall 
finde favour with God, and be delivered trom eternall de:ch. Who- 
ſoever cannot approve himſelfe to be ſuch a one as this good man, let 
him neverdreame of comming to Heaven. | 
Gs q who is a juſt man * who a perfect + who walketh with 
od 9 | | 


Who is a juft 
or righte ous 
man, 


| 
| ener Mut man is firſt he that renounceth his owne'Juſtice 
which is of the and imbraceth the righteouſneſſe of faith, 


even the righteouſneſſe which is of God by faith, relying wholy 


/upon the merits of Chriſt and Gods mercy in Chriſt, for pardon 
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of his offences and acceptation of himſelfe and his indeavours to ſal- ET: 
vation. The Scripture witneſſeth that Noah was an heire of this| 
rightcouſheſſe, Heb.11.7, And this is thar that muſt be firſt found in Fi 
every man. He muſt ſce and confefle his owne unrighteouſneſle, and \ 
utterly diſclaime his owne righteouſneſſe as knowing thar it is no ber- 
rer then a menſtruous rag, in _— of his juſtification. Doe you 
this my Brethren « Are you made to {ce your ſelves grievous fin- | 
ners, ſuch as in _ {clves muſt _ be damned, and _— 
offibly bee ſaved by the worth and merit of your owne good-| | 
Lefſe. , | w_ LN 
FT Secondly, a righteous man muſt ſtay, reſt, depend on, belecve in 
the rightcouſneſle of Jeſus Chriſt, labouring to build up in his uwn 
heart a-particular perſwafion and aſſurance, that the Lord ot Hea- 
Joun will accepr him as perfealy righteous in the name and mcdia- { | 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt his Sonne, and that alone, for ſo was CAtbra-| rom s. 
ham made partaker of that blefſednefle, which ſtood in the impuring 
unto him of righteouſneſſe without workes, and Abraham is the 
Father of the ftairhtull, as he was juſtified fo muſt all we be juſti- 
ficd, and no otherwiſe. See into your ſclves, doe you rely upon our 
bleſſed Saviour the Lord Jeſus for pardon of your finnes* or doe 
| you waver from him or tay upon any other beſides him 2 
j Laſtly, a righteous man muſt himſelfe alſo worke righteouſneſſe, 
andgive himſelfe tobe a ſervant of righteouſneſle, thar is to ſay, he 
"_- muſt reſolve and indeayour to leave every finne by Gods Word con- 
| demned, and to doe every dury by Gods Word commanded, and 
| that alſo for Gods ſake with reference to him, and out of a deſire to 
pleaſe him, that is, to keepe his favour. This 1s arighteous man. He 
ſtrivesin all things to pleaſe God according to his Word, but fin- 
ding his defe&ts bewailes them, and reſterth alone on Gods good- 
| acfle in Chriſt for pardon and ſalvation. If you be ſuch, then 
{are you Noahs indeed and ſhall ſurely bee ſaved, if not you 
bee bur diſſemblers, and no ſhew of religion ſhall ſave you from | 
deſtruction. | 
Therefore all of you that are not ſuch, I pray you feele your un- 
happineſle, you are not good enough to goe.to Heaven yet, ' what- 
ſoever you have imagined of your ſelves. . Therefore alſo now ſeeke 
; to be ſuch, begin with lamenting your unrighteouſneſſe before God 
| and craving pardon and helpe, and fo proceed to pray for and indea- 
| vour afterall the things before preſcribed. Be the better for Noahs 
| example. Let not this ſtory be preached unto'you in vaine: you 
know Neah was one whom God loved, whom God hath ſaved,ſftudy | 
to be ſuch as Noah. What riches he had, the Scripture takes no 
notice of, but righteous he was, ſtudie you to be ſuch and be hap- 
pier then all riches can make you. 7 
| And eſpecially Ipray you labour to follow Noah inthis onething, 
| to be good in your generations, in thoſe things I meane wherein 
your preſent times take gencrall liberty to be nought, that ſo you as | 
G 4 | Noah 
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| Noah may at once glorific God and condemne the world, What 
| | evill things all doe commit thoſe doe you forbeare, -what good, 
' things all doe negleRt, thoſe be you more carefull to performe. 
| Many things are growne into common faſhion, ſwearing,. pride in 
apparell, formality in religion, covetouſnefle, monſtrous faſhions, 
| | mithapen long haire, O be yee in theſe things carctull to avoid the 
| corruption which is in the world. Many good things are growne quite 
out of all faſhion almoſt; conſtant reading Gods Word, holy confe- 
| rence, keeping a treaſure or purſe for God in your houſes, meditati- 
on of Gods Word, and carefull ſancifying of the Lords day. O | 
ſtrive to performe rheſe duties, He that is good alone according to 
the common ſtreyne is hollowly good, wee muſt be pure of thoſe | 
taulrs which are allowed almoſt of all. 
«His vertues | But let us conſider the particular good things noted of Noah, Firſt, 
[in particular, |S, Petey teſtifies of him, that hee was a Preacher of righteouſneſle, | 
| 5. We Prev | meaning of that righteouſnefle whercof hee was alſo an_heire and 
| ouſneſſe, © | PraQtiſer. All youcannot be Preachers of righteovſneſle by ſpeciall | 
'2 Pet.v5. | office as Noah was, this belongs alone to us Miniſters, and O that | 
| we could learneto be like Neah in our places, continuing faithfully 
to teach men the will of God and call them to repentance, and to 
'trau&righteouſneſſe in Chriſt and good life in themſelves. Surely | 
| Noah had ſlender encouragement, for we doe not reade of any one \ 
' man that heeded his Preaching, he if any other - might complaine 
that his labour was in vaitic, and that his time and ſtrength were | 
ſpent tono purpoſe. Wethatate Preachers muſt imitate him in a pa- 
'tient diſcharge of our duties, whatif God doe not vouchſate to work | 
\ with our labours? to bring men to righteouſneſſe, ſhall we be diſ- | 
heartned 2 No no, but following this good man, continuing to doe 
; Gods worke and looke for our reward from him. 
| And againe, I callupon you for great thankfullnefſe ro God, for 
that he hath ſer many Preachers of righteouſneſle amongſt you in 
'this Kingdome, and hath vouchſafed -to hold mee in this office | 
amongſt you for theſe thirty yeares or thereabouts, I have Preached 
' righteouſneſle among you according to that meaſure of knowledge 
and utterance that God hath vouchſated mee. O ler mee have ſome 
| better encouragement from you then Noah had from the old world, | 
and indeed I haye had, and I bleile God, and I blefle thoſe among 
'you from whom I have had it. Some of you have beene carcfall 
 hearers to the preaching of righteouſnefle, and have turned your | 
| feete into the paths of righteouſneiſe. The Lord ſtabliſh you in 
; thoſe happy waies for ever. And one thing-now I beſecch of you, 
: that you be ſuitors unto God to raife up to all the places that have 
| not Preachers, and to continue to them thar have ſuch as Noah was, | 
: Preachers of righteouſneſſe, : which themſelyes alſo will pradtiſe ; 
eſpecially, I require you not to forget your ſelves in this towne, 
; but make it-one part of your daily ſupplications to God, to grant 

; you aſucceſſionof Preachers of righteouſneſle when my felfe ny 
IVE | cave : 
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leave you, God knowes when, O Lord let there never want ſo 
long as this Towne and Church ſtandeth,. a faithfull Preacher of 
righteouſnefle ro ſupply this roome in which I now ſtand amongſt} 
you this day. | | 
| Bur ſecondly, Noah is commended for his faith. By faith Noah | >-Hadfaith. 
(faith the Author ro the Hebrewes) did,g&Fc. you muſt all labour to | 7, 
getthis ſame faith. This is the grace of graces commended in Abel, | 
in Henoch before named, and now in Noah, without which we can- | 
not poſſibly pleaſe God. | 

But what1is this faith you will aske mee ? | 

1 anſwer, I will ſhew the nature of faith unto you : Tr is that grace What faith is. 
by which a man affents to all that God ipeaketh for the authority | 
ſake of the ſpeaker. This is the nature of faith in generall. Under | 
it is comprehended that which is called juſtifying faith, being an' 
aſſent to rhe Promiſes of the Goſpell,or of the new Covenant upon | 
the ſame ground. This aflent is double, firſt generall ro the word | 
generally ſpoken, and particular to a particular concluſion duely de- 
ducted thence concerning ones ſelfe. And whoſoever doth truly 


| 


| 


| 
| God ſaid ſo to Noah and he beleevedit for himſclfe and his family. 


| mu promiſes, threats of Gods Word, even becauſe God the 


keepe men ſafe, but that with the furie of the waters they would 


aſſent to the generall, mult needs afſent to every particular concluded 
under the generall, becauſe the contradiction of an univerſall propo- 
ſcion is made by aparticular comrary to it, and the generall isac- | 4 
counted falſe ifit may be denied or be denied of any particular, for 
Example, if I ſay all the twelve Apoſtles were godly men, and 
another ſay one of them as 1#4zs, was not a godly man, though a 
eleven were good, yet becauſe this one was not ſo, he hath ſhewed 
thar propoſition to be falſe. Now then, marke that faith yeelds a 
double aflent: Firſt, to the thing generally ſpoken :: Secondly, to 
rhe particular conclufion contained therein and thence deduced, and 
this aſſent muſt be grounded upon the bare authority of God the 
ſpeaker in reſpe&t of his perfe& and infallible truth, becauſe ir 
judgeth him fairhfull, therefore it eſteemes his words true, not be- 
cauſe it can ſee reaſon for things in his ownediſcourſe and underſtan- 
ding. This is faith, for example, God ſaid to Noah there ſhall be 
a floud to drowne all the world, there was no reaſon to thinke it | 
ſhould be ſo, but God ſaid fo (warning Noah of things not ſeene as | Heb.r1.7/” * 
yet, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes) and theretore Noah was verily perſwa- | 

ded, rhar there ſhould come ſuch a floud to deſtroy all mankinde. 
Againe, Godpromiſed Noah that if hee would build an Arke, God 
would fave him and all his family, and all rhat would come with 
him into the Arke, There was no naturall likelihood for this neither, | 
for inſuch afloud an Arke or the beſt ſhip inthe world could nor 


have beene daſhed againſt ſome rocke or other, and wracked, yet | 


This you ſee was Noah his faith. And I call uponyou to confider, 
wherher you have this faith or not. Doe you aflent to all the narrati- 
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3. He wasmo-\ A thirdthing in Noah is noted by the Author to the Hebrewes,thar 
ved with feare, He was moved with feare, you ſee he feared Gods threats, he was 


| Author of it is true and doc you allent to the particular concluſion | 
| concerning your ſelves in: that | generall contained. The Lord | 
| threateneth in his Word, Curſed is every one that continueth not in all | 


things, doe you. beleeve this generall, and the particular that will | 


| follow fron it, but I have not continued,ec. therefore Iam curſed. 
Againe, the Goſpell faith, all that doe not repent and beleeve ſhall 
be damned. Doe you beleeve this ? and doe you beleeve the par- 
ticular contained under this ? I doc not repent and beleeve the Go- 
ſpell, therefore I ſhall be damned, or contrarily I doe repent and be- 
leeve, therefore I ſhall be ſaved. Search what authority. Gods | 
'Word hath withyou, if you deduct the particular from the generall | 
in every point, then you doe beleeve the generall,cls you do not. {| 
And alas how manifeſt is it that moſt men have no faith bur 
alone ſay they have as S. Iames ſpeaketh, and beguile their owne 
ſelves. The threats of Gods Word and his promites are of no va- | 
lue with moſt men, they doe not perſwade themſelves, that any of! 
thoſe evills ſhall be performed againſt them which the Scripture de- 
nounceth againſt ſuch ſinners as they be, nor that any of the pro- 
miſes ſhall be performed to thoſe that performe the things contained 
in the promiſes, It they ſee naturall likelihood of any good or evill | 
they can be perſwaded it will come, bur if there be no proofe but | 
'a bare promiſe or threat out of the Bible,they make no reckoning that | 
' that good or evill will come ever a whit the ſooner. | 
| Now Ipray you ſee and lament your unbelcete, it is the roote of 
{all finne, neither can any finne be found to rule farther then this ru- 
leth, and I pray you cry to Godto worke taith in youby the Word 
| you reade and heare, for no! good at all can it doe you if ir be not | 
| mixed with faith. And if any man have ſuch faith in Gods Word 
'indeed and not alone in profeſſion and ſhew, happy is that 
|man, for hee ſhall be ſure to find the like acceptance of God that 
| Noah, hee that hath this faith muſt needs be in Chriſt and Chriſt 
in him; for where Gods Word dwells,there hiniſelfe dwels, and the | 
' Word of God dwells in men by faith. 


afraid leaſt he ſhould be drowned with his family among the reſt, 
11t hedid not obey God and live vertuouſly and build the Arke ar 
' Gods Commandement, and indeed if he had not done ſo he.ſhould 
| have periſhed with the woxld:'as whoſoever lives wickedly ſhall be 
; damned, this is a threat, hgfhar hath true faith will nor deceive him- 
| ſelfe with vaine words; and ſay, I am eled&ed, I am abelcever, I 
| ſhall be ſaved though take liberty to finne,. but he will feare and 
| depart from evill, and uſe thoſe meanes of eſcaping deſtruftion | 
; which God hath appointed. So true faich will undoubtedly worke 
' ſuch a feare of Gods threat, as will make a man depart from evill, 
| becauſe it brings a lively apprehenſion of danger and much evill 
; before his eyes if he fine,” and therefore cannot but worke feare, I 
; meane j 


ms, 


| evill-doing, and tobe thereby kept downe, ſo that it hath nocourage 
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meane a feare of caution as they call it, whereby a man is made 
waric to ſhunne and eſcape the evill. There is a paſſionate feare 
whereby the heart is perplexed, the joynts ſhake, and ſuchnaturall} 


bodily accidents doe follow it. This feare- arifeth from the bodily \ 
preſence or imminent danger of ſome ſenfible evill, and Neah did | 


name it, by which a man apprehends an evill thing to come, fo as 
he is made carefull to ſhunne, prevent, and dares not bring it upon | 
himſelfe. And this feare lookes on things a great way off, long be- | 
fore they offer themſelves to the ſences, and ſuch was Noabs teare. | 
And ſuch a feare faith will evermore bring with ir.Tc will cauſe that | 
a man ſhall not dare to doe the things forbidden out of an appre- | 
| henſton of rhe greatneſſe and extremity of the danger that will | 
| ariſe, | EY 
| Now looke to your ſelves my Brethren, doe you feare Gods 
| threats, doe you feare the curle of the Law, the wrath of God,hell 
fire, damnation, with ſuch a feare as makes you uſe the meanes to 
| eſcape theſe evills, and makes that you cannot be bold to doe the 


faith in Gods promiſes and have not faith in his rhreats, your faith | 
is aVaine fancic, and a meere painted or dead faith, for no mancan | 
| credit any thing which God ſpeaketh if he doe not credit all fofarre | 
as he knowes and confiders it, becauſe God cannot be deceived in 
any thing. And if you ſay you beleeve Gods threats and doe nor 
| feare, I tay againe, be not movedthrough feare to doethe things by 
| which you mighteſcape thoſe evills threatned, even to forſake the 
finne and repent, certainely you deceive your ſelves and doe nor 
beleeve. Now it is moſt evident, that moſt men entertaine Gods 
threats withour any feare. They' are not affe@ed art all with the 
heare-ſay of theſe evills, therefore it is ſure they have no faith. Sec 
your want of faith by the abſence of this never failing cffe@tthereof, 
and couſen your {elves with a ſhadow of faich no longer. And now 
pray Godto plant in your hearts ſuch a feare of his threats as hath 
becne ſaid. Ir is a moſt wholeſome thing to have the ſoule over- 
awed with apprehenfion of the evills which God denounceth againſt 


to lift it ſelfe up to naughty deeds. Bleſſed is he that thus feareth 
| alwaies, .O that you would worke out your ſalvation in this feare and 
trembling, O thatthe ſame minde might be in you that was in godly | 
 Tob!who ſaid that terrour from God did keepe him from doing any 
wrong to his ſeryant,and that of the holy Apoſtle S. Paul,who ſaid that 
knowing this terrour,he did perſwade men and was made manifeſt 
to God. Let thoſe threats,rf you live after the fleſh you ſhall die, and 
theſe that doe ſuch things ſhall not inherit the kingdome of God, and for 
theſe things ſake the wrath of God comes on the childuen of diſobedience, 
and many the like be often in your mindes, let them awe you and 
hold under the ſtrength of your corruptions, cauſing you to denie | 

your 
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[not ſo feare the floud. There is another rationall feare as I may well | Adoubleſeare 


| 


things againſt which the Lord ſpeaketh theſe things. If you brag of | | 
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| your ſelves all unlawfull profits, pleaſures andeffeRts of finne, and to | 
' crofle your owne wills, and to fet your ſelves to do the things that | 

arc moſt contrary to-fleſhandbloud, The feare of the Lord is to depart © 
from evill, this teare of the Lordis the beginning of true ſaving wiſ- 
dome, to them thar thus feare are all the promiles of the Goſpell 
{ Plal.34.9- | made, yea it is in one word ſaid, thoſe that feare the Lord ſhall want 
yothing, Never thinke thar your faith is right and good if ir do not 
roduce this feare, for faith muſt acknowledge God to be faithtull ' 
in all his words, threats as well as promiſes, and this grace is that 
which being planted inthe heart of man, doth keepe him from fal- | 
ling away from faith, doth preſerve the ſouleto ſalvation, by wor- 
king in it this good and vertuous: feare of damnation : as faith kept 
Noahfrom drowning by making him holily to feare drowning. : 
4. Hebuilt an] Now the laſt vertue of Noah is, that he builran Arke as God.bad | 


ned Ha him, and furniſhed it with all foode, and went into it atthe time ap- 


' 
/ 


pointed, and received in with himſeclfe and family all manner of | - 
Beaſts and Birds that could not live bur on drie ground : two and two, | 
male and female of the uncleane that were not fir for foode and Sa- 
crifice, and 7. and 7. of thoſe that were cleane, that is fit for foode | 
and Sacrifice,at leaſt forthe laſt. | 
Here is his faith which brought forth obedience to the word of 

| God, in ſuch things which ſeemed ridiculous to the world, and 
; made him a lavghing ſtocke unto all the world almoſt: Noah for- 
 ſooth the youngeſt of the 'Patriarkes, hee will needes be thought 

'to have better acquaintance with God, then either Heroch or Methn- 

| ſelah or Lamech or any of his Grandfathers that have lived or do live. | 

None of them could ſee a floud comming, none of them had a fancy 

| ofthe worlds being drowned, none of them bethought himſelfe of 

' making an Arke, but this fellow hath gotten ſome new revelation, 

'and hee is a building a huge thing like a Cheſt almoſt ſo long,e+c. 

| SOiyou think the man is not in his right wittes ! Bretheren you cafily 

.perſwade your ſelves, that this good man was laden with theſe 

[{coffes, and the like behind his backe, and like alſo before his face, 
'andto his very teeth. For wicked wittes will never ceaſe gybing at 

thoſe goodthingsthart crofſetheir ſence and reaſon, Yer Noahobeyed, 

; went on, built the Arke, that is, was obedientto God in athing thar 
| {made him ridiculous to the world. So will true Faith do, it will 
( 'make a man obey the Lord in thoſe'actions by which hee ſhall make 

. | himfelfe a derifion to all men almoſt, and more then a deriſfion, a | 

; prey and ſpoile too. The Obedience of Faith is ſuch an Obedience 
| ' as will makeall men to beat Gods becke in acts of that nature as will | 
| cauſe him tobe blamed and deſpiſed of all the world, as we ſeein 
' Abraham, in Moſes, and in all thoſe almoſt that are reckoned upin 
' the 11. of the Heb. Becauſe it makes a man firmely and ſtedfaſtly to 
| apprehend greatey good things and greater evill then thoſe thar arc 
| ſeene, and ſo thoſe viſible ones do nor ſway him and rule on him ; | 


| for heethat ſees a greater danger orevill, will cafily caſt himſclfe upon 
a 


md 


} 
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| might ſee how all was changed intoa Sea, yet there he kept himlſelfe 


| bieſome, till you have good warrant from God going before and 


4 farrelefſe to ſhun the greater, :ſo contrarily a good thing, And ſo 


much for Noahs goodnefle beforethe floud; '' ;  _ 2 

Now ſee in-andafter thefloud how he catricd himfſelfe. | Hee en: 
tred into the Arke' as God'bad: him, and: commirted himſelfe'ts 
Gods protcRion-truſting on him-for ſafety. | Here was'no maſt, 'oare, 
rudder, canvaſſeor-marriners to ſteere and guide this veſſell, a won- 
der it was that the: billowes'did' not caſt ic overand:over, that-they 
did not breake the barres by their continued rage, atrid that it had not 
periſhed with all-its burden.” -But in went Noh taking all the'Beafts 
with him, aſſuring himſelfe: to be ſafe, for ſo God had told. Here 
is an excellent a of faith, even to uſe Gods meanes of attaining the 
good things promiſed, and there reſt himſclfe without any further 
carking and perplexity of mind, This wasthe a of Noahs fairhall 


rogether, he perecived the-cl udesto be in a fury with the ſonnes of 
men, the waters raged and roared, and through the windowes hee 


quiet, and made account, that himſclfe- and his hovſheld ſhould do 
well enough in all this confuſion of nature; Hee had Bearcs, Lions, 
Tigers, Wolves and all manner of devouring beaſts within the Arke, 
hee was never awhir afraid of ſuch neighbours, . but reſted himſelte 
peaceably upon Gods promiſes. O Beloycd that we could do fo 
for our ſoules, for our eſtates, for every thing, uſe Gads meanes, 
and then promiſe our ſelves the wiſhed effe&, and trouble ourſelves 
with no further feare and diſmayedneſle as S.Peterſaith, doing well 
and not being diſmayed with any feare. . O how happy would-our 
lives be in the midſt of a deluge of dangers, if we could thusenter 
into our cloſets as it were, and ſhut the doore: I meane uſe Gods 
meanesand reſt on him. [1:5 -1 _—_— 

Againe, Noah continued inthe Arke till God bad-him comeour, 
hee perceivedthe watersto ceaſe raging, hee diſcovered the tops of 
the mountaines : hee ſends out the diſcoverers, the Raven and: the 
Dove, and learnes by them great abatement, and he ſees with: his 
eyes all day when he had removed the top of the Arke, yethee 
ſirres not out till God bad him goe out, who had bidden himgoein. 
So muſt you do my Bretheren, you muſt tarry in the Arke as it were 
ſo long as God ſees fit and not make haſt out of it of your owne heads. 
Be ſo long in afflition as God will have yau, goe not out till hee 
leade you out, you may wiſh the time of deliverance, and ſend 6ur 
the Raven and the Dove, uſe the beſt meanes you canto helpe your 
ſelves, eſpecially by prayers to God, and you may remove the co- 
vering of rhe Arke, you may looke round about by faith, and with 
joy ſee your deliverance comming forward, bur keepethis as acecr- 
raine concluſion, not to ſtirre out of anyeſtare though never{otrou- 


guiding you. 


the flondtime, hee heard it raine as if Heaven and Earth would come | - 
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. Now ar laſt ſee what good Noah did after the floud, hee built an | 
| H Altar 
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in a deſire to frame his hobfſhold tote: piety; /andytoi eſltabliſh-the 
|---:- + | worthip of God amongſtrhem,. . O! let dach obus;learnecaratully to 
| '  * | acknowledge Gods geoidneſle in great! deliverantes, and:toioffer 
himthe ſacrifice of praiſc;; if hee. have! fafe;gutirded usfrom-che ra- 
ging flouds of adverſity;, and calamity - ; And :let:asi. be: carcfull to | 
eBabliſh-and ſctup the worſhip of God #n- our familltes, and amongſt | 
ouripeople publikcly and- privately {every way«.ci Build! Gods-altar, 
offer iGods ſacrifices, -I :meane exerciſe Gods :idligious; wodſhip, 
pray, heare,.read, meditate, come” to: the Sagraments ::; ſet. nor 
Gods ordinances at variance. Doe not-pickei quarrels with, any.one 
ofthem, exalr not one to:deprefſe another, let rhemalbgoetogether 
ittheir times, and eſpecially performe the truc meaning of theſe (a- 
crifices. - Offer up the ſacrifice. of Chriſt in a: perpetuall. renewing 
of the memorial thereof in your fontesto: God andrenewing of your 
faith.in it, offer upthe ſacrifice of a contrice ſpirit and, broketthearr, | 
fighing daily for daily finnes and infirmities,. offer the ſacrifice of | 
earneſt prayers for all good things, : and of hearty. praiſcs for whae | | 
wee haye received already,': and offer: up yourſelves ro. God by | 
him to be ſandtified ro doc him faithfallfervice inallholy obedience | 
[roall his holy lawes. Betruely, heartily, uprightlyreligions and de- 
voutc inyourwhole lives. ER 2a) fro | 
.» Bur next, Noah planted avineyard, hee fell to-husbandry, for. my 
part .J doubt not but that God had -miade vines from the firſt,” and 
that-though wee heare of no vineyard, yet there might have beene 
ſtore of them. - But howſocver Noah ſet himlelfe to. his calling, to 
husbandry. O.let us every man follow him and give himſelfeto his 
 husbandry and his vineyard, the tradeſmans trade is his vineyard; 
every mans calling is his vineyard, be like Noah fall to planting and 
drefling this vine. Abhorre idleneſſe, have ſome vineyard, :O- how 4 
ferable is hee that hath nothing to do. 2. O how unhappy athiog is ir | 
tobcinthe world as a cipher in Arithmeticke.. | 
Bur: laſtly, Noah is a faithfull Prophet, and pronounceth Gods 
curſe-eyen againſt his owne ſonnes, herein he becomes to us a par- 
terne: of fidelity. in the calling of a Miniſter, even to denounce all 
things that God puts into our mouthes againſt all perſons, how neere 
and: deare ſoever they be, and ſo of all Governours, to puniſh-their 
inferiours without partia lity, whatſoever theiroffences be. 
Neehs finnes. | Andrhus you have Noahs goodnefſle, of his badneſſe we have ſome- 
rhing related roo. ;Þh | 
7. Hee was | Firſt, that hee dranke of the wine which he had planted ſo over- 
iruake. | liberally, as that hee was drunken, in his drunkenneffe diſcovered his 
nakedneſle, being beſides himſclfe with: exceſſe of wine, he had not 
care to; keepe thoſe parts covered which nature would haveto be con- 
ceated;: So his Sonne Chan: finding him lying -in:this immodeſt fa- 
'| ſhion, was ſcandolizedand drawne into a great offence. :; - +: + ( 
Hcrewe lcarneto take heed of drunkenneſie,” and of all immodeſt | 
ate = - carriage, 
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a fearcfull deluge, and for a whole yecre and more (for the floud 
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carriage, which being bad in caſe of drunkennefle, muſt needs be 
worſe when a man is ſober and hath ability ro confider better whar 
he doth, and to refraine from ſuch unſeemely deeds. Brethren, if 
any 'of you have beene drunken, if any have in his drinke or 
otherwiſe perpetrated immodeſt and leud acts, I beſcech you lecarne 
of Noah to repent of it,and be aſſured that upon your repentance 
you ſhall finde pardon. And I pray make not your ſoules bolder to 


{ but oncethis way, and through weakeneſſe it may ſeeme, inthat be- 
ing deſirous to refreſh himſelte after ſo long penſiveneſle in the Aloud, 
he was freer then was fir. Let not his once offending out of weak- 
neſſe make you bold ro doe the ſame finne x00 and 190 times, yea 
be you more carcfull ro avoid that treſpaſſe which ſped fo ill with 
Noah. Drunkennefſe will make every man diſcover his nakednefle, if 
not of body yet of minde. There is no crime fo notorious, but the 
drunken man will caſt himſclfe into ir, if occaſion offer it ſclife, as 


(be overtaken through infirmity with fone ſuch grofle ſinne, bur he 
will not wallow in this mire, he will not allow himſelfe in the pra- 
Qiſe ocir, and give over himſelic to be drunk day by day, weeke by 
weeke. And as for theſe groſle externall as of evill, you are to be 
ſo much more carefull to avoid them, by how much God hath given 
you more power to forbearethem, for amanhath powerif he willto 
forbeare drinking, and therefore if he doe not leavethis fault, itis be- 
cauſe hee will not, and the cuſtome of finning doth make the will 
{o inthralled to evill that aman will needs doe it, not needs muft 


perſiſt in drunkenneſſe, by abuling Noahs example, for he offended 


| 


we may ſce alfo in Lot. Wherefore know yee that a good man may | 


doe it, whither he will orno, which is ſo farre from excuſing the fault, 
that it aggravates ir exceedingly, 

Yea beloved take heed of all immodeſtand undecent carriages,by 
diſcovering the ſhametfull parts : for if this were a ſinne in a drunken 
man, that had not underſtanding to know he did amifle, how much 
more in a man that is ſober which knowes he doth cvill and will 
doc it, 

. Now you have Noahs faults and his vertues. Looke upon his crof- 
ſes and his benefits. 


) 


His croſſes were beſides the common miſeries of mans life which 
| he ſuffered together with others, Firſt, he ſpent his time invaine Prex- 
ching and no man regarding ir. | | | 

Secondly, he lived to ſee all mankinde deſtroyed and to bchold 


began on the ſecond moneth and ſeventh day of his 600 yeerc, and 
he came not out of the Arke till the twenty ſeven day of the ſecond 
moneth of his 601, yeare) hewas as it were impriſoned in the Arke, 
ſhot up amongſt the beaſts and other creatures, 

Thirdly, he had a gracelcfſe wicked ſonne and was put himſelfc 
to pronounce a curſe againſt him with his owne mouth in the name 
of God, for he did it not our of anger or diſtemper, but as a Prophet 

H 2 in 
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| | inthe Name of God and by his inſtigationand authority, «. 

he ro i Laſtly hee lived to ſee his offpringafterthe floud grow very naught 
n:oghr, > | and ſuffer fearefull puniſhments. Hee' faw the building of the rower 
: of Babel, rhe diſperſion of men from Babel, the halving and quartering 
| of mens ages, the univerſall overſpreading of idolatry, in ſo much 
J-t.324:, | thar Abrahams father Nahoy and Terah did nor elcape ir. Theſe crofles 
| did Noah ſuftcr. 

Buckle your ſclves to crofles, and be thankfull if you have not felt 
ſo grievous evills and uniyerſall as thoſe of Noah. Wee ſhould make ; 
our owne miſcries more tollerable by comparing them with the grea- 
ter miſeries of better men then our ſelyes, that have gone before us T 
in the like and worſe. Have you leud children 2 ſo had Noah. Doe _ 
|you labour in yaine in your places 2 ſo did Noah, Doththe world run 
{all ro wickedneſſc 2 ſodid it in Noahbs dayes. 

Againe ler us feare to fall into thoſe finnes of his which did bring 
,upon himgreat miſcrie. Be nor drunke leaſt you become a fcandall þ\ 
to many through your evill carriage, and leaſt God f<t you to ſome 
worke as contrary to your good like as it was to Noah, when hee was 
faine to pronounce a curſc againſt his owne child. Now goc and 
thinke of thecrofles of Noah to tright thy {clte from fin. 

His benefits, And laſt of all conſider his benefits, 1. Hee found favour with 
os I? God, thatis, God made knowaehis love and kindenellc to him, made 
_ *| him knowthat heloved, liked and accepted himro lite, fo itis refti- 
fied of divers others. Now l«bourto begood, incourage yourſelyes 
inpicty, with God you ſhall find favour, hee will make manifeſt his'; 
love and kindenefſe to you rhough men ſeeme to disfavour you, and | 
{the love of God is athing ſo pretiaus and comfortable, that itmay | | 
well overweighall the anger wrath and diſpleaſure of men. Jt God 
favour you no matter who hateth you, and this all Goes people may F. 
be ſaid to find, by walking in the wayes of righteoulneſſe with Noah, 
for God isnot an acceprter of perſons. 

Againe Noah was dirc&cd by God to a courſe of ſaving himſelfe 
iected by G20 fromthe floud with his family and many other crearurcs, and accor- 
viug himſelic| dingly did eſcape the common deſtrution. This is a ſpeciall favour 
ws ire of God to deliver his people from common calamirics, eſpecially 

7\thaterernall deſtruction of hell fire char muſt overwhelme the world. 

This benefit God will giveto all his Szints, and ſafery alſo from com- 

mon calamities when the time ſerves, and ſo farre as is fir, ifthey 

ſtrive againſt the common finnes by monrning and oppole the ſame. 

God will beanarke unto them inthe midſt of a deluge, and they may 

triumph as David, I will not feare though the waters rage, and though s 

| the mountaines be caſt into the mid(} of the ſea, asthen they were. Let | 
all Gods people ſcr themſelves reſolutely againſt common finnes, and | 

God will preſerverhem from common judgements. 
3-ThcLordac-] Thirdly, The Lord accepted his ſacrifice, and reſolved hee 
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cepred bis 12; would not drowne the world any more, and made a covenant with | 
hs and all creatures, confirming it by the raine-bow, as a figne | 


thereof, 


We 
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-jthereof, So God did ſhew his ooodneſſe ro Noah, and gave him fo. | 


did not uſually unlefſein ſacrifice ifthen. And herein the Lord was 
{gratious to Noah, tharfor his ſake he made acovenant. And he wasa | 
{figure of Chrilt in whom the Lord did make acovenant with all man- | 
ikind, then the ſecond time, notto deſtroy them with eternall deſtru- | 


minionover all creatures, and power to eate fleſh, which before God 
had given them no warrant to doe, and therefore I ſuppoſe thegodly | 


ion, ifthey would truſt in his mercy, and repent oftheir finnes. For 
:his temporall covenant was a ſhadow of thateternall, into which all 
mankind was againe admitted through Chriſt thatwasto come. But ' 
they did {oone caſt of this covenant in running to other gods,* which | 
may ſceme to be the onely ſinnethatthen did caſt the committers quite | 
out of the covenant, other finnes did keepE them from injoying the | 
good things of the covenant; but this did caſt them out of it altogether, ' 
ſo that having runne into that they were no longer in the coyenant. | 
Now ſee Gods grace more fully to us, thathath renewed this covenant | 
which is in Chriſt more evidently, and take we heede of caſting our 
ſelves out of it againe, by following ſtrange Mediators and Jeſufſes, as | 
Irhinke the Papiſts doe. Whoſoeyer doth ſeeke to any other merits 
but only thoſe of Chriſt, thraſts himſelfe our of the covenant of grace, 
and Chriſt is become of none effed unto him. 

Laſtly, Noah had two Godly ſonnes, and this is afingular favour to 


| 


givea mana Semand 7aphet, if he have a Cam, andthat all his ſonnes be | 
not diſcoverers of their Fathers ſhame. 
* Laſtly after 950.yeares Noah died, and ſo muſt we all after not ſo 1 
long alife, O therefore prepare wee for the comming of 
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death, that it may not take us away in the midſt 
of our impenitency. 
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Have offered to your confideration the Ex- 
amples of the Old World, I proceede to 
ſpeake of the World that now is, as S.Peter 
\. callesit, 1. fromthe floud to {braham, and 
} then from Abraham to the death of 7eſeph, | 
[| forthere the Booke of <2oſes called Genefts is || 

concluded. Now here firſt I will ſerbefore | 


Firſt J will begin with Ham and note his parentage and life, for of | |Ham. | 

his death in particular «Moſes hath made no mention. For his pa- |' 

'rentage, he was the ſon of Noah borne to him before the floud afrer | _ | 

his 5 00.yeare. for to that age lived he before he became a Father, and [Ulis birth, 

[ that inthe whole time of his = hee had no more children, __ | | 
EIN 4 'O 


BE © 
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of purpoſe ir may ſeeme giving him bur few children, becauſe his 
minde was to begin the preſent world with a few, as he did the 
firſt with one-man, that ſo his bleſſing in the large increaſe of man- 
kinde afterwards might be more evidently diſcovered. Butthe youn- : 
| geſt ſonne was this Hays. LE 
{ Higlifee. | "Now for his life 1 markethree things in ir. Firſt,the great benefirs ; 
| God beſtowed upon him. Secondly, the great finnes he committed. 
| Thirdly, the great puniſhments which God inflicted upon him for his 
| ſinnes, 
In which Firſt, God vouchſafed to ſave him inthe Arke from the Deluge 
1-His bencits,) of waters, ſo that he periſhed not with the world, but eſcaped: with 
[jy he acke | his Father and Brethren, Ir was a ſpeciall and fingular favour,tomake 
| fom che-De> | him one of the few, that is, ws perſons that were delivered from 
age, the raging waves, andenjoyed the benefit of a miraculons preſerva- 
tion of thar little handfull of men, whereof the Church viſible did 
then confiſt. *Wee ſee that one was an Hypocrite, a difſembler, a 
wicked unſanRified man, who though he continued a profeſſour of 
thetrue religion, and worſhipper of the true God with his Father and 
| Brethren, yet was deſtitute of true picty and continued graceleſſe, a 
| ſervant of ſinne, voide of due reverence and charity towards his | 
| aged Father, Gods Miniſter and the moſt holy man of all thoſe times, | ... 
| and. ſerved. God with them alohe jn outward forme and faſhion. For | + 
T4 had he beene truly good he would not have run into ſo foule a fin, at 
leaſt he would not have perſiſted init without repentance as he did. 
Seethen that the Lord ſhewes a gtcat deale of patience, long-ſuffe- 
ring and goodnefſe to hypocrites in the Church, and makeththem 
partakers of all outward benefits and priviledges which are beſtowed. 
upon the Church : ſo did Iſhmael live in Abrahams family along 
time, and Eſaulonger in Ifaacs.So Core, Dathaw, Abiram, and the reſt 
of thofe rebels and murmurers were brought out of Egypt, paſſed J 
thorough the ſea, ſaw the miracles,and did care Manna,and drunk wa- | 
| ter otit of the rock,and were ſhadowed wirh the cloud, and conducted bt - 
by the pillar of fire among the reſt of the ſons of 7acob, And I pray you 
: to take heed by this warning, of priding and pleaſing your ſelves in 
| this.that you be members of the Church,eſcape divers puniſhments,en- 
joy many mercies,live in goodeſteeme among the godly, and carrie 
away as great credit as any other men in the Church. All this befel! 
Cham a wicked Hypocrite,and at laſt a damned Reprobate.lIt is a dan- 
gerous thing to flatter our {elves in a bad eſtate and to couzen our ſelves =. 
with falſe arguments,making our ſelvesto truſt upona falſe concluſion, 
and to judge our ſelves Gods children and in the ſtarevt ſalvation, 
upon ſuch reaſons as have noverity nor ſlability in them, You live 
in the true; Church, ſo did Cham, you live among(t godly men, | 
have beene borne of godly parents, have beene inſtructed in the 
doQrineof godlinefſe, ſo was Cham: you have eſcaped great puniſh- 
; ments, enjoyed great benefits, and beene well reputed of by godly | 
/men: allthis befell Cham, and all this notwithſtanding Cham was 


i 
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curſed and damned and ſo may you. In after times, the Jewes brag- 
ged of the Temple of the Lord, and the Temple of the Lord are 


Ge vw. Ham, Nimrod, Babylonians. Cu av.6.| 


In Chriſts daics the Jewes bragged that ©A#raham was their Farher, 
for Joby Baptiſfs warning would not ſerve the turne to make them for- 
beare ſuch idle boaſting of their Pedigree, bur our Saviour telle:h 
them that the Divell was their Father ; yea 1#4as himſelfe was one 
of Chriſts Familie and Diſciples and Apoſtles, and truſted with the 
bag, and yet a Divell. O therefore beguile not your ſelves with ill 
grounded hopes and build not upon arotren foundation. | 


and aftoord us no ſure pillar upon which to ground our hopes. 

I 2nſwer, not fo, but 1 will turne you to jome "Texts of Scrip- 
ture that ſhall give you ſure arguments of comfort, from which if 
you can conclude your ſelves Gods people, thar you are fo indeed 
and not alone in ſhew, your comforts will hold water as it were 1n 
the day of death and judgement. Jerem 7.3. the Prophet bids them 
thoroughly amend their waies and their doings and not truft in lyinz 
words. Loe thorough and univerſall reformation of heart and life, 
that, that isthe onely ſufficient proofe of being Gods children, and 
ſuch as ſhall inheric his Kingdome: allchatcan be alledged withour 
[rhis is no better then lying words which will deceive. So Tohn did 
after teach the Jewes, MH at.3.9. Say mot wee have Abraham for ojr 
Father, that Allegation will prove fruitleſſe if it goe alone, bur whar 
muſt rhey doe more 2 Bring forth fruits meete for repentance, that is, 


and ſo S. hn teacheth, Hee that doth good is of God, hee that doth 
evill hath nos ſeene God, whoſoever he be that makes ſo good uſe of 
thoſe helpes which God hath for that end provided in his Church, 
as to attaine true repentance, true amendment of life, that is, a con- 
ſtant and upright care and endeavour to caſt away all tranſgreſſions 
and make him a new heart and anew ſpirir, reſolving in nothing to 
ſinne, burinall thingsto walke according to the direction of Gods 
Word, and where he faileth ſtill continuing to lament and confefle 
ir before God, judging himfelfe, and craving pardon and helpe in 
the name of Chyift, that man ſhall be faved, that man is a ſolid 
Chriſtian, thar manis not a Cham, ler him rejoyce in God as a rrue 
memberof the Church: but whatſoever elſe may be either had or 
done without this bringing forth fruits worthy of repentance, is no 
morethen may be alledged by ſome Cham or other. Thereforeagaine, 
I beſeech you ſatishe not your ſelves with ather-things, but apply 
your ſelves to this amendment of heart and life with all ſpeed and 
with all diligence, Let Cham be your warning,truſt not in lying words, 
And further, now that you ſee in the Arke among the eight 
perſons one Hypocrite, who did afterwards evidently diſcover 
his hypocrifie, lJearneto know that there will be ſuch in the Church 
to the worlds end, as were alſo in the family of Abraham, Iſaac, 
D Tacob, 


we, and yet the Lord rejected them and caſt them our of his a 


If you ſay unto mee, why then you leave us in uncertainty | 


frame your ſelves to athorough reformation of your hearts and lives, | 


il, 


| 


3-Epilt of 7obn 
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| | | 1aceb, David,Hezekiah and other good men, even tarcs among the / 
| wheate, and goates among the ſheepe, and-unfruirfull branghes inthe 

vine, that you may learne as to feare your ſclves, fo eſpecially ro 
ſatisfie your owne hearts,andnot to be offended by the like accidents 
in your owne times, If a man that hath Jong lived in an orderly 
| courſe of life and gotten himſelfe the name of a good man, and en. 
\| joycd many benefits in the Church, ſhall afterwards fall quite away 
from goodnefſe, and manifeſt himſelfe to have beene no better then | 

a Cham, let notthis trouble you nor diſmay you, neither take you ' 
occaſion from their wickednefle to condemne either goodnelle it 
ſclfe or good men, asto ſay that they be all diſſemblers, there is ne- : 
ver a better in the pack, but improve their fall to the making of 
your ſelves more watchfull over your ſclves, and prayer-full for 
your ſclves: and ſtill love and honour Gods Church, though ſome 
that profcſle themſelves to be lively members of it,doe maniteſt their | 
guile by their utter falling away atthe laſt. I E 
We have done with the goodneſſe of God to Cham in ſuffering him | 
tolivein the Arke. Now follow his fins, | 
4 bite Gs. The firſt ſinne which'we gather from that which ſucceeded is this, | 
| 

| 


:. He was a |that he wasan Hypocrite, one that contented himſclte with a bare 
Hypoatte. | gutward ſhew of goodneſle, and did not labour for the power of ir to 
' humble him, to diſcover his ſecret faults to him, and to heale his 
ſoule by bringing the Image of God,even the divine nature to him, 
; which wasalſo the ſinne of Caine before, and atter too of Eſar and 
of Indas, and CAchitophel, and many others. Take you heed of this 
/ Brethren,take you heed of this.. Beware that you benot ON] 
 fatisfied with ſome externall ſhew of religiouſneſſe joyned with ci- 

vill converſation of life, freedome from groſle fianes, and orderly 
[living to the world-ward, but ſecke after the ſoule-ſpirit of godlineſle, 
which confiſts in finding out and reforming the corruption of your 
| Natures, and the ſecret diſorders of your inward man. He that ſo 
'prayeth and hearcth,that theſe ordinances make him ſee and be hum- 

' bled in the ſight of the filthie quagmireof ſinne that is within him, by 
' which he iscarried from God to himſelfe, and to finne, and the world 
| for his owne ſake, and labours to have. his infide more and more 
 cleanſedand reformed, and drawne up to Godand the things of God, 
| this man is atrue Chriſtian, But he that ſatisfies himſelfe in an out- 
( ward forme of holy duties and of civill honeſt converſation, not di- 

| ving tothe depth of his heart, this man may proove, and if he mend 
; not will proove a guilefull Chamarlaſt, 
2.He ſw the But now his next ſinne is, and Ham the Father of Canaan ſaw the n4- 
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- =oongey þ vi , kedneſſe of his Father. If he had ſuddenly and occaſionally come into F 
Gen,g 22, | the place where Noah lay uncovered, and his cyes before he was a- E | # 
| ware, had lighted on that object, and he had preſently turned away | L 
his countenance from. it with gricfe for his old Parents fault, and 


' out of render compaſſhon, that ſeeing had beene no finne. But the 


| meaning is, he gave himſelfe ro ſtand and gaze upon his Fathers 
| | un- 
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unbeſceming carriage'and unſeemely-parts, ſo as to delight in ir, and 
thereby to ſtirre up and nouriſh in himſelfe a contempr and ſlight 
cſtceme. of his Father., Hee. did not ſee it with pitic and remorſe, 
and make the beſt of it as of- a matter of infirmity, into which the 


ter, derifion, jeſting, ſporting at his Fathers nakedneſſe. and mil- 
| demeapour. This is apreat fault to behold: the ſinnes and offences 
chicfely of Parents and other ſuperiours,and:moſt of all of godly and 
holy men, Fathers, of the Church and of Religion as well as of our 
perſons, I ſay,to behold their faults with an over-open and agreedy 
eye, with ſcorne and ſcoffes and contempt of them and of piety, and 
of goodnefle in and thoroughthem. For this cettainely comes from 
nothing clſe, but a ſecret diſlike and averſneſſe from goodnefle ir 
ſclte, againſt which we are glad to pick aquarrell, and are willing 
to have ſomewhat, to obje againſt it, that wee may hinder our 
ſelves from imbracing it, and froma gladnefle alſo to have ſomewhar 
toalleadge in excuſe of our owne naughtineſſe, and for the imbol- 
dening of our ſelves to perſiſt in ir ſtill without feare. Ir is nothing 
but hypocriſfic, I meane a being contented with a falſe counterfeit 
goodneſſe, yea willingnefſe ro favour and allow our ſelves in our 
owne finnes, that maketh us with joy and delight in our ſelves and 
ſcorne and contempt againſt-them, to gaze upon the faults and ill 
carriages of the godly men with whom wee live, which is alſo ſo 
much the'more aggravated, if the reverence which we owe them in 
regard of their places, and love in regard of their neerenefle to our 
_ have not beene able to withdraw us from ſuch injuriouſ- 
neſſe. 

This is one finne of Ham, curſed Hamrthe Farther of Canaan, come 
and examine yourſelves, if none of you have acted Hams part againſt 
your Parents, againſt the Magiftrate, againſt the Miniſter, againſt 
any Chriſtian or neighbour : Have you. not beheld the faults of 
any ſuch with content and gladneſſe in it - have you not beene 
-| willing to ſtand thinking of that fault * and to make your hearts 

thereby bold to deſpiſe and fleight them, to laugh at them and to 
cenſure them. If this have beene to a perſon necre and eminent, 
the fault receives great aggravation by that circumſtance, bur if 
it have' beene done to any Chriſtian man though not of ſuch 
| worth or neereneſle, or to any man at all, it was awickednefle to 
be abhorred, ſhewing a moſt uncharitable diſpoſition; for charity 
rejoyceth not in iniquity, that is, 1s riot glad to ſee another commir 
ſinne, and withall an heart that is willing to-hide its owne finnes 


[ and make them ſeeme little or nothing, and make it ſelfe bold ro 
if commit them ſtill by beholding other like finnes in other men 
i chiefely ſuchas are bound in duty to be, and in reaſon fhould be 
| expected to be better then ones ſelfe : hee alwaies ſees the faults 
of others ro ſome miſchievous intention and with ſome evill af- 


, oo that lookes upon them with an open and carneft cyc, as ta- | 
| 0 


——————— 


good old man fell unawares: bur he beheld'ir with gladneſle, laugh- | 


\ 


\ 


|- 


| 


_ 
l 
| 


He acquainted' ſee but muſt alſo blab abroad what he had feene, and tells it not alone 


his Brethren 
with his Fa» 
thers naked- 


nefſe. . 


| 


king ſome content in this,” that ſuch and ſuch alſo be. bad-as well | 
as himſelfe. | bh T2. 


| have done. Aske thy ſelfe if thou beeſt a reaſonable man of any 


The Exanpleof © Cuir-6. 


Now if you have runne into ſuch a fault, call it to minde andre- 
pent of ir, and know that. how great ſoever the:erime' was, your 
crime was as great or greater in ſo bcholding, Hams thus beholding 
his Fathers nakedneſſe was worſe then his Fathers diſcovering him- 
ſelfe. And now I require you to make Ham your warning, doe 
not as he did, but as your owne conſciences tell you that he ſhould 


judgement, . what ſhould this ſonne have done in-ſuch a caſe,ſhould 
he not have 'turned away his eyes from looking on ſuch a ſpecta- 
cle, ſhould he not have ſighed and mourned, and ſaid, alas, alas, 
how hath this befalne my poore aged and godly Father, O how ; 
was he ovenaken with wine that was never wont to exceed him- 
ſelfe in foode or the like. Should he not have prayed God tofor- 
give him and havetold himſelfe in this wiſe, ah doe thou learne O. 
Cham, how weake athing a man is, and how apt to fall into ſinne, 
that thy ſelfe maiſt learne to be more watchfull, and ſo have caſt ſome 
garment overthe.old man to have ſaved him from further diſgrace, if 
any*other perſon might have had occaſion ro approach him : Sure 
you cannot bur yeeld that Chams duty had beene to have carried him- 
ſelfe thus reſpeQively and pitifully towards his Father, doe you as 
duty bound him to doe, not as leudneſſe and naughtineſle promp- 
red him to doe, Mend his faults and imitate them nor, be refor- 
mers and not followers of what was amifle in him : Commiſerare 
the finnes and falls of other men, chicfely Parents, Magiſtrates, Mi- 
niſters, Aged men, and men of former godly converſation and of 
vertuous and religious carriage in other things : I ſay commilerate 
them, pray for them, lament their weakeneſſe and their ſlips, take 
notice of your owne dangers and ſo wake your ſelves by their offen- 


—— eoom_ 


ces. But whoſoever will contemplate ſuch dolefull fights with glad- 
neſſe and inſultations, ſaying, Aha, 4ha, as David ſpeaketh of his | 
Adverſarics, that man will colle& boldnefle to finne and impeniten- 
cic in finne, and aſlcighting of righteouſnefle andrighteous men from | 
ſuch offences, and ſo will tumble and fall and deſtroy himſelfe againſt 


thoſe blockes as they may be termed. _ | 
But4 come to another fault of Chams. He contented not himſelfe to | 


to one, but to his two Brethren that were without and did not ſee it. | 
Heleft his Father till uncovered, and gets him out of doores to finde 

Sem and Taphet, and ſo ſoone-as he met with them, reports, nodoubt 
laughingly and fleeringly what he had ſeene, like enough adding alſo 
words to this purpoſe, todraw them tothe like, and bid them goein | 
and they thonld ſee ſuch a thingas they would little have thoughtever 
to have ſcene, Butletus ſatisfic our ſelves to take the fault as iris ſet 
downe. He told the fault and told it to his two Brethren that were 


without and needed not to have beene acquainted with their Fathers | 


na- | 
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nakedneſle, if hee wretched whiſperer could have commanded him- F4 
| ſelfe filence. h x --- 
So you have in him that foule finne of whiſpering of another mans} whiſperitg is 
faults behind his backe, aggravated with the conſideration of the | * gr cut 63. 
perſons againſt whom he ſinned, his Father, and towards whom, his | | 
Bretheren both ofthem, and where, even without, Iris a finne and | 
wickedneſſe to ſcatter abroad the faults of others, and to divulge 
thoſe matters of diſgrace againſt them, which a man mighr eafily 
keepecloſe, if he were maſter of his mouth, and is not bound by any 
duty to reveale ; and eſpecially to blab them to ſuch as elſe would | 
not know them, and ſuch as might be moſt grieved and hurt by hea- | 
ring them. This ) ſay is aſinne, it proceedeth either from atwat- | 
ling laxative humour cauſing thata man muſt ventall he knowes, and | : 
| be ralking of many things, orelſe from an uncharitable diſpoſition Ig 
to the party whoſe name -one tenders not, his perſon one loveth ; | 
not, It is hurtfull ro the ſpeaker, feeding his hypocriſie, making 
him ready to commit the ſame or the like {innes, and hurtfull to the | 
hearer, to infe& him or to grieve him, and to him of whom report | 
is madeto reproach and diſcredithim, and withdraw the heart of the | 
hearers from him. Ir is much aggravated when the thing reported | 
is falſe nd cunts raken up upon meecre heareſay, and the | 
| perſon of whom J ſpeake, either my Parent, Brother, Friend | 
or Superior, my Magiſtrate, Maſter, or of note in the Church, 
asa Miniſter, or eminent in goodneſle,as this juſt Noah, This was the 
 faultof Cham. | + 1 
Icall upon your conſciences to find out your finnes in the like kind, 
if not degree, have you not ſpoken of the faults of your governours 
"Y | or of others, to others mcerely to diſgrace, or elſe meerely to hold 
| up talke when other matter failed. Bretheren do nor count this a 
{mall offence, a ralebearer, a whiſperer, a revcaler of ſecrets, is no 
ſmall offender. Hee doth not walke according to the plaine rule of | 
! our Chriſtian Religion, doe as you would be done to, he doth not bridle 3 
| his tongue, he doth not walke according to charity. He is 1njurious 
tothe name of another, and a wrong doer to the whole world, by 
ſcattering abroad examples of evill, hee ſhewes himſelfe no haterof | 
_ | finne, thar lovesas it were the ſmell and ſavour ofirt. He isa manifeſt | 
| tranſgreſſor of Gods Commandement, and at laſt makes himſelfe 
| odious to thoſe thar heare him, and to thoſe thar are ill ſpoken of by 
him. For the hearer cannot chooſe bur diſcourſe thus, if hee ſpare 
not anothers name, whether will he ſpare mine in another place, and 
| therefore I have no reaſon to truſt him or be familiar with him, and 
he whom he hath miſreported will heare of it art laſt, and then hee 
will hate him, as a perſon treacherous and falſe-hearted, and cannot 
bur reaſon thus with himſelfe, fo long I have lived by him and ſo 
neare, ſo often have I beene in his company, hee never opened his 
| mouth to admoniſh me, but in mine abſence to do me diſgrace hee | 


hath not beene ſparing. It cannot be that he witheth my goodin his & 
. I pe 
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| heart, thatuſcth not his tongue to do me the greatc(t good, tharis, to 
reforme, bur doth imploy it codoe me the greateſt hurt he can, that 
is,to diſgrace me. | | | 
Therefore if you have becne whiſperers,'{ce the faultand be ſorry. 
It is a Cham liketreſpaſlſe. And now charme your tongues I pray you, 
as from all cvill language, ſo ſpecially fromtelling other mens ſecrer 
ſinnes abroad, and:making that open which might have beene well 
keptcloſe: Whoſoever hath made his Brothers faults, eſpecially a 
Parents or the like, open to any man, ifhe himſelfe might have kepr : 
them from that one withour finne, hath committed a finne in ſodoing. 1 
Further then wee are moved by the neceſſity of our duty to reveale & £4 
other mens offences, we are bound in duty to conceale them, farther 
'rhen it would haye beene a finne not to have ſpoken of them, ir can- 
not but be a ſinne to talke ofrhem. You mult not thinke, thatir is at 
your liberty to declare your neighbours ſecret faults, when you will 
your ſclyes, you would not have others deale ſo with you. As wee | 
may not lawfully hurt our neighbours body till ſome neceflity of dury 
bind us, ſo neither his name, for the ninth Commandementr, ar leaſt 
the fift requireth to be as chary of rhat,as the ſ1xt doth ro be chary of 
his body. Ceaſe, ceaſe to be whiſperers, above all take heed you 
bee not worſe then Chams, for hee ſpake nothing but whar he ſaw 
with his owne eyes, O do not you dare to ſpeake what you never 
ſaw, but either conjecture alone of your owne head,or haveonely heard 
of others. : | | 
Thus wee have done with Chams fault, now let us confider his pu- 
niſhments. | | 
z. His punich-| God curſed him in his ſonne Caraar, not that himſelfe in perſon j 
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ments. rf.) Was Cxcmpted, but that the curſc ſhould ſhew ir ſclte moſt apparently 
him in his foo] UPON Ca#4ar, and that Tſrac! might be more encouraged to goe up 
Canaan. againſt the Canarires, a nation antiently curſed of God, and his curſe 
ſtandeth in this, that he ſhould be « ſervant of ſervants, nor ſo much | 
to men, although that alſoin that was underſtood and fulfilled,burto 
Idols, to finne, to Satan. So Cham by diſcovering his Fathers fault 
gets 2 grievous curſe upon himſelfe and his poſterity. | y 
O learne to terrific your ſelves from this finne, by threatning your ; 
ſelves with this curſe. Shall ] provoke God to curſe me and my chil- 
dren after me 2 ſhall Iſow the feed of miſery for my ſelfe and thoſe 
that are tocome of my body hereafter Let Gods ſeverity uponthoſe 
whereof himſelfe hathgiven us knowledgein the word, make us carc- 
\full to preſerve our ſelves from their_gffences, and to that let us both 
acknowledge our owne aptnefle to the ſame crimes, and inability to 
deliver our {clves fromthem, as alſo crave at the hands of God the 
gracious helpe of his Spirt to preſerve us. | 
" any demand, But why ſhould the curſe fall on Canaan for Chams 
| Fault 2 | 
| I Anſwer, The Lord hath all the children of all wicked men'ſo þ 
| re obnoxious to his juſtice, that ic cannot be a wrong in him 4 
| | puni 
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pu"iſh the Father in the ſonnes,orthe ſonnes in the Parents. So have we 
done with Cham. / | | 

The next bad man of whoſe badneſſe the Holy Ghoſt takes notice 
is Nimrod, Hee was the fourth from Noah, and thus his geneologie 
riſech, "Noah, Cham, Cuſh, Nimrod. His name fignificth wee will re- 
bell, or a r:bell, whirtherby chance or otherwiſe givento him ; of him 
this onething alone is noted, that hee began to be mighty in the earth, 
Gen.1oJgs. hee was a mighty hunter before the Lord, inforuch thar his 


name gave occaſion to a proverbiall ſpeech, if any man would de-} 


ſcribe a violenttyrannicall fellow, he would ſay, as N:mrod the mighty 
hunter. By hunter here is not meant an hunrer ot beaits, but an hun- 
ter of men, the word tranſlated huntizz may well be engliſhed foode 
or prey, and hee may be called a man of prey, that is, of fpoileand 
booty. Hee was the firſt that affeed to erect a Monarchie, and to 


ſo that his finne, was ambition, uſurparion, tyrannifing, thar is,a vi- 
olent inforcing mento yeeld to his dominion, whether they would or 
noc, though he had no right ortitle to command overthem, for hee 
was the fonne of Cham, who was the youngeſt of Noahs ſonnes, and 
withall accurſed of God to be a ſervant of ſervants, and yet he would 
make himſelfe a commander over others, and we have it note4 what 
City he began firſt to ere his ryrannie in, v:F, Babel, whence it may 
ſcemethe plague ſpoken of afterwards did drive him, and yer he left 
not but went to other Cities, and made his dominion ftill larger and 
larger. Hl: 

Tan of him to take heed of ambi:tori:and tyranny, ) need not 
to pray you to forbeare a tyrannicall uſurpation over. Cities and na- 
tions, butrake you heed of thar degree of tyranny which is incicent 
to men of your ranke, even of carrying 'out your owne will againſt 
cquity and right. A tyrant is an odious name, this mighty hunting 
made Nimrod infamous, he did openly profefle and practiſe it, which 
ſcemcrh to be meant by calling him mighty hunter in thefight of God. 
He cared not for God nor man, bur openly and in the ſight of God 
and man attempred ro ſubdue the nations and people round abour 
him, and to make himfeKe agreat commander, Put away from vou 
ambition, vaine glory, covetouſneſſe, violence, and all thoſe finnes 
which are tog<ther wrapped up in this one word tyranny ; fo Thave 


' done with cheſe two particular finners. 


I gae on to fer before you a troupe of ſinners all at once, whereof 
I conceive that Nimrod was the ringleader, for it was done at Babyloy 
his City which he builr, and which he had conſtitured the head and 
Mctrapolitan City of his dominion. The-fault you have fer downe, 
Gen.11-2,3,4. v7z., that paſſing through the countrey E:{tward from 
the place where Noah lived, and meeting with a very fruitfull plaine 
in the land of Shinar, that is, of Chaldea, they conſulred ro make 
brickes ( for thatthe countrey afforded not hewne ſtone, ) androuſe 
a kind of naturall morcar or ſlime thar abounded in that place in ſteed 


make himſelfe a commander over men by force and ſtrength of armes,* 
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| an exceeding high tower, joyned with a con 


1 worke is, thatthey were all of onelanguage, and ſo wouldeafily agree | 


of artificiall mortar, and foto build a City and a Towne that ſhould 
reach upto Heaven, mooved thereto partly out of an ambitious de- 
fire of a great name and credit to continue long afterwards, and o| 
ſpread farre and ncere for the preſent, to prevent diſperſion, which 
their guilty conſciences cauſed them to feare, though no ſuch thing 
was yet begunto be executed upon them. Here we muſt informe you 
of their finne, which was not ſimply the building of a\City, nor buil- 
ding of it of ſuch matter, but ambition and vaine glory, and carnall 


their tongues, and ſcattering themabroad. 
Firſt then their ſin is a vaine-glorious _ of a ſtrong City and | 
dent perſwaſijon that | 

they ſhould ſave themſelves from any miſchiefe and calamity, by | 
meanes of their City. The occaſion thar did further them ro this 
upona bad thing, and thatthey mer with afit place, and had fic matter 
bricke and ſlime, and tharthey were ſo fully bent upon ir to finiſh this 
their tower, that no meanes was left to ſtoprhem, bur Gods comming 
downe upon them with ſome heavy chaſtiſement, I conceive that they | 


| had finiſhed, or neerc finiſhed their Ciry, and were now ſetting apace 


and eagerly about the tower, afore the Lord did crofſe them by that | 
puniſhment, For ſecing Babel was the beginning of N:#wr0ds King- 
dome, and that he could not have finiſhed-it after the diviſion of 


Vaine-glory, 
Carnall con- 


fidence, 
Obſtinacie, 


| 


| 
| | 


Vaine-glory 
A fnne, 


rongues, if he had not done it wholly, or for the moſt part before, it 
will follow in likelihood, that they were permitted to ſettle therea 
long while, and to finiſhtheir Ciry. But whenthey grew ſo mad chat 
with a City they would have a Tower, as it were to owface God and 
ſave them from diſperſion in deſpight of him, then it was hightime 
for the Lord himſelfe ro oppoſe them. Here there are 3, finnes, 
I. Vaine-glory, 2. Carnall confidence, 3. Wilfulnefſe and obſtinacy. 
Vaine-glory, torthey ſought aname by an exceeding ſtrong City and 
high Tower. 2. Carnall confidence, for they imagined to make 
themſelves ſafe from diſperſion and miſery, by meancs of that City 
and Tower. 3. Obſtinacy, becauſe that God himſelfe witneſſeth 
they were ſo fully bent upon their projets, that except by violence, 
there was no way to ſtop them in their attempts. Here be 3.ſinnes in 
the Babel builders Tower. 

They gave themſelves to earthly mindednefle in hunting after a 
name, and this they would get forſooth, by ſuch a building as the 
world had never ſeene the like for greatnefle and height, and never 
ſhould ſee. Be not you vaine-glorious, ſtudying to doc fome carthly 
vaine thing, for which you may be talked of farre and neere, and for 
along time. This is vaine-glory, the vice by which men affe&rto be 
famous and much talked of, and magnified in the world for ſome 
great carthly matter that they havegorten, for getting agreat dealc of 
riches together, for raiſing their family, for a fine houſe, for being 


the firſt thar did ſuch or ſuch a thing of the like. Be nor I ſay vaine- 


glorious, 


confidence, and then the puniſhmear of their finne in the dividing of | 
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glorious, let not your hearts affe@ this foaming froth of mens rongues. 
Care notfor ſuch kinde of praiſes and commendarions : but ſet your 
hearrs upon beter rhings,roget you a name in Heaven, and inearth to 
be good, holy, juſt. Praiſe is athing which the Apoſtle commandeth 
usto follow, but by praiſe he meaneth praiſe. worthy things,not praiſe 
ir ſelfe further then it 15 a neceſfary ctfet and companion of things 
praiſe-worthy. Be good for conſcience ſaketo God, that ſo you may 
| have,though you ſecke not after ir,good eſteeme of men and their good 
reports. This vaine-glory will ſo choake all true defire of goodneſle 


| andall'true goodnefſle, thatar laſt it will make youto fall intochat high | 


degree of Hypocrifte, as withthe Phariſees you ſhall doe all your deeds 
to be ſcene of men,and if you doc any g004 thing ſhall even looſe your 
reward in Heayen. 

But againe, take heede alſo of carnall confidence, that is, promi- 
ſing your ſclves ſafety trom any afflition in reſpeR of any outward 
rhing. Thar is carnall confidence, ro make ones ſclfe beleeve that he 
ſhall continue ſecure from all carthly —_ 11 reſpeR of a Citie, a 
Tower, a friend, agrear eſtate, or the like. Alas, all cheſe things 
be vanity and lies, they are the arme of fleſh. Truſt not in Princes, 
cruft not in Horſes or in Chariors, truſt not in wiſedome, truſt nor 
in man. The Holy Ghoft doth every where diſſwade men from this 
vaine confidence, and pronounceth acurſe againſt them that cruſt in 
ficſh and rells them that they withdraw their hearts frofy God. He 
that conceiverh ſo well of any carchly thing as to promiſe himſclfe 
ſafety from thar, is made carelcſfe by rhat of ſeeking Gods favour, 
andis ſo carneit after that, as hee will not have leaſure to thinke of 
pleaſing andobeying God, and ſecking ro h:m and truſting on him. 
It is a fearefull finnc, and yet aco.nmon o1e, hardly can men keepe 
their hearts from commirring this idolatry, you mu hunbly pray 
to God to diſcover to you the vanity of all earthly and rerrene 
things, and to ſhew his Oninipotency and All-ſufficiency, that ſo he 
may be your confidence and your dread. | 

Laſtly, beware of that finne of wilfullnefſe and obſtinacie, that 
| areſo bent upon anevill courſe, as no words nor other like meanes 
will turne you from your ill courſes, this was the finne of Flies 
ſonnes, of Pharaoh, of Iſracl, of _Amaziah. This is a fore-runner 
of miſchicfe, Hee that hardens his heart againſt a reproofe ſhall ſurely 
come to mi{chiefe, ct no man ſtay him, When the Lord ſees that 
words will not ſerve the turne, he comes wich rods, and if the rod 
will not divert. men from their evil} paths, then ſwords muſt. 
Wherefore put you on a flexible and traQable diſpoſirion, and an 
heart that will cafily be difſwaded from an evill way. Pray to God, 
pray to him to give you a minde fulLof light that may quickly diſ- 
cerne evill, andan heart full of ſoftneſſe char may quickly be with- 


| 


drawne from ir. | 
Now confider the puniſhments, God comes downe to ſee, that is, 
takes notice __ ſinne and wilfullneſſe in it, and therefore = 
© 3- FED ults 
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| - | ſults with himſelfe, the Father with the Sonne and Holy Ghoſt to | 
' { goe downe (by the powerfull worke of his hand) and to confound | 
their languages, and by that meanes to ſtop their worke and ſcatter 
them thence, from which effe& the world did call that Citie Babel fy 
Þ confuſion, ſo inſtead of great honour and a great name, they 2 
gate ſhame and confuſion, and were thence diſperſed, from whence 2 
they expected ſafety from diſperfion. Thus God catcheth the wic- 
ked in- their owne devices, brings miſchiefe on them from that 
wherein they truſted for ſafety, and ſhame fromrthat from which they 
expected glory. Yea ſec here, that God hath ſtrange and unwonted \. 
puniſhments tolay upon ſinners,for who would have eyer had a dreame | | 
of ſuch a thing as this,viz.to haverhem made unable to ſpeake their 
mother languages, and all” of a ſodaine to ſpeake gibriſh one to ano. | 
ther. So powerfull is God over man that he cantake from him, his 
tongue, his wit, his ſoule, all things in a moment. | 
The puniſh- It was an heavie chaſtiſement making way to much ignorance / 
ms pm and barbariſme, and to much warre and bloudſhed, and to a 
heayie punith-| great cſtrangement among mankinde, and to great toile and la- 
_— bour for the getting of all learning , and canfing much errour 
and miſtaking in all Arrs and Sciences chiefely in Religion, ſo 
that next to our caſting our of Paradiſe and to the floud it deſer- 
yeth the name of the heavieſt puniſhment that the world hath felt, 
yea in reſped of the ſucceflion of men ir was worſe then the floud, 
[that onely drowned the men who lived in the preſent time, this 
hath drowned in ignorance and errour all ſucceeding times. Let us 
| | . 
| feare the Lord our God who onely doth wonderfull things, and can 
\tell how to plague his enemics with heavie ſcourges. We have now | 
finiſhed the Examples of theſe bad men. 
— _ Looke to the good, Sem and 1apher,ard Semms poſterity to Abram. 
rues,they cove-. Of Serw note his good deed, his reward and his death ; for his good a 
red their Ex- deed, it was Common with him and 7apher, they went backward, 
Gen.g.23, | andſo covered their Fathers nakednefle, that they might nor ſec it, 
partly out of modeſty, and partly out of filiall reverence and reſpe&t\, 
' whichthey bare unto him. Thus, thus ſhould all good children doe, 
, even refuſe to ſee their Parents nakedneſſe or any thing that might 
| withdraw a due regard and feare of them, any ſinnes or weakenefles 
| of theirs notwithſtanding, = all men :ſhould be ſo truly loving 
| one towards another, as to uſe the mantle and veile of love to cover 
a multitude of finnes, ſo as to goe backward as it were and not ſee 
'them, Wee ſhould whar in us lies and fo farre as duty will ſuffer, 
' conceale rhe faults of all men, further then the neceſſity of healing 
them. and of preventing the miſchicfe that may elſe follow of 
them will permit us. Every man would be ſo dealt withall him- 
ſcIfe. Who doth not praiſe the vertuous carriage of theſe two Bre- 
thren. Tmirate it, I beſeech you chiefely towards Parents, Magi- 
ſtrares, Miniſters, keepe ſecret if you can their ſecrer faults, and 
hide thcir ſhame from breaking forth. Nothing is more fit to be 
| COVE- | 
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covered then ſinne. It is ike a carkafſe which doth leaſt hurt when 
ic is buried under ground, ſo farre therefore as duty will ſuffer you, 
bury, bury it,under ground with it, and letit lie hid under the garment 
of ſilence. See it not if you can choole, ſay nathing of it more then 
you muſt needs. | 

Now conſider the bleſſing with which their goodneſſe was rewar- 
ded, Sem had God for his God and the dominion of Canaan given 
him, thats, the true Religion was to cbnrinue in his poſterity, rhe 
Meffiah tocome of him, and his ſeede to have the poſſeſſion of the 
land of Canaan, and. Iaphet at laſt was to be brought to the parti- 
cipation of the ſame Religion with him, by rhe perſwafion of the 
Goſpell. Soit is agreat mercy to have the rrue Religion continued 
in a mans poſterity, and to be brought from errour unto the truth. 
Whether 1aphers ſelfe were a godly man, it is not certaine, bur in 
| doubtfull things it is good to incline to the beſt fide, and to take 
| things in the beſt part, therefore we will hope that he was ſo, and 
with Se did inherit the bleſſing in his perſon as well as after his 
ſeed was admitted unto ir. And let us now blefſe God that hath per- 
formed this Prophefic, forir is likely that we of theſe Countries are 
| of Laphets poſterity, and now we ſeethe Lord of Heaven be bleſſed, 
that God hath perſwaded usto acceptand imbrace Chrift and fo to 
dwell indeed in the tents of Sem. | 
| Butnow forthe ſeede of Sem they were theſe, eArphaxad who li- 
ved 438 yeares, almoſt 2co fewer then his Father Sem, as Sem did 
250 fewer then Noah. Selah.wholived 433 yeares, the halfe alone 
of the lives of men before the floud, for at the loud God did ſhor- 
[ten mens lives by halfe, to keepe them from ſo great a height of 


the toile of the godly upon earth. Heber lived 464, the longeſt of 
all bur Serz after the floud, it is likely he was a very worthy man, 
[from him the name Hebrewes came to his poſterity, and endured for 
: many yeares after. Peleg lived 239 yeares, abour the building of 


. 'the Tower of Babel, ſo you ſee then God ſhortened mans life one 


| halfe, ſeeing them againe to grow ſo exorbitantly wicked. Rem lived 
alſo 239 yeares, juſt as long as his Father, which is not found inany 
other that Iremember. Serug lived 230 yeares. Nahor lived 148 
yeares, it may ſeeme that he was the firſt of the Patriarkes that fell 
to Idolatry, for Laban {ware by the gods of Nahor, therefore his life 
; ISalmoſt by halfe as ſhort as any of his predeceſſors. Then Terah 
lived 205 yeares, he fell to Idolatry but repented afterwards and 
went with his ſonne Abraham towards the land of Canaan, 
dying in the way, and buried his eldeſt ſonne before 
himſelfe, which had not befalne any Patriarke 
before that we readeof. 


I) 


| wickednefle, as inthat long lived age they came unto, andto ſhorten | 
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| ABRAHAM 


T is agreed upon by all, that from Adam 
tothe floud there paſſed 1656 yeares inclu- 
fively, I mcane from the beginning of Adams 
Creation, Noah was the tenth from CAdem 
incluſively, Abraham the tenth from Noah 
| excluſively. I meane not reckoning Noah as 

IH one, How many yeares paſſed berwixt the 
| 27 floud and Abrahams birth, it is uncertaine, | 
| thin becauſe the relation of Abrahams birth Gep. 
| 11.26. is ſet downe in ſuch words as have miniſtred occaſion of 
| differenceto the Reader. Terah begat Abraham, Nahar and Haran, 
| bur at what age he begat cach of them, it is not manifeſted : Some 
; thinke, that CA#rsham was the firſt-borne, begottenat his fathers 70 
| yeare, ſome thinke thar hee was the youngeſt begotten ar his 130 
| yeere, ſo there is differenceof yeeres in the account by this meanes, 
; 6o yeares;but I rather incline to them that thinke Abrahams was the 
| eldeſt ſonne ar his Fathers 70 yeare, for ſurely if Abrahams Farher 
| had bcene able ro become a Father ar 130 yeares, it would not 
have beene ſaid of Abrahams ſcltc, that he was as good as dead ar 
a 100 ycares old, Ir is improbable, that there ſhould have becne ſo 
great difference of bodily ſtrength berwixt the Father and the Sonne. 


Now from Abrahams forward, the Holy Ghoſt makcth his ſtory 
| _morc* _ 
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Abrahans 
Birth, 


His Life. 


His yertues to- 
waid God. 

1 His taith, 
Hcb.11.8, 


James 2,23, 


What faith is, 


Heb,11,r, 


Three a&s of 
faith 


I.Faith of God, 


which hath 
foure ats- 


more large thenthat of former times. We ſhall follow Gods pen and 


propound unto you this Father of the faithfull, chat by doing his 


| For his Birth, he was the ſonne of Terah, borne as ſome rhinke 
| about the 200th yeere of the world,fome 352 yeeres aftcrthe floud, 
but as ſome thinke 60 yeeres ſooner, abour 1948 of the world,and 
after the floud 298. For his life we will conſider his carriage good 
and bad, andthe things that bcfell him good and bad, 

Let us begin with his vertucs and good deeds, and obſerve him as 
an excellent parterne of all ycrcues and goodnefſe,that we may profit 


the berecr by conſidering his life more particularly. Ler us ſce what 
vertues and good deeds he practiſed rowards God firit,and then to- 


wards man. . 


faith offered up, ſo that faith he had, and was cailed the friend of 


[you before, fo had Noah, ſohad Henech, fo had ail the godly ar 


God, as the Apoſtle S. James witneffeth, now without faith no man 
can poſſibly pleafe God or be his friend. So had-4bel as we ſhewed 


all rimes. This grace is the cardinall grace, the radicall grace, that 
upon which all other graces grow as on their roote,and cn which rhey 
move asthe doore upon its hinges. Therefore you thar would be 
called the children of ©1bram,heires of the bleſſing of Abrim, come 
and compare your ſelves with him, and fee whether you be ftaithfull 


as he was, to that end know, that faith is the grace by which we be- 
leevethings inviſible and ſupernarurall concerning another life here- | 
after. So the Apoſtle diftinguiſheth walking by faich from walking 
by ſence or fight, and Faith s ſaid to be the Evidence of things not 
ſeene and 7round of things heped for. Reaſon and naturall diſcourſe 
will informe of things ſenſible and naturall. comterning the pre- 
ſent life, bur the things that are above ſence and reaſon concer- 
ning a future life hoped for hercafter nothing-doth informe us bur 
faith, and faith is that grace by which the fonle beleeverh ſuch 
things. | 

Tr bath three ſorts of aQs-in regard of which it is ſtiled by three 
titles: Faith of God, Faith to God, Faith in God. Faith of God is 
that by which we beleeve that there is ſuch a Ged as indeed he is. 
All conceits of God arenot of faith, but thoſe apprehenſions of him 
which agree to his being and conceive himto be {uch as himſclte doth 
ſet forth himſelfe to be, and you ſhall ſee what Abraham belceved 


. | more gods, burto one God )Jz wovan, 2. He belceved that this 


concerning him. 1. He belcevedthat this God was one and bur one 


on the name of God, he builded an Alrar ro God; not to gods or 


workes you may ſhew your ſclves his children. In him looke to his | 
{ t. Birth. 2. Life. 3. Death. 


Firſt for God, hee is commended for faith, Abraham ſaith the | 
Author of the Hebrewes, by faith catled of God,&c. and Abraham by | 


as the Scripture witneſteth of him. He worſhipped God, he called | 


-one God was True, Omnipotent, able and willing to doe any thing 
that he ſhould ſpeake, viz. that he was All-ſufficienr and faithfull, as 
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|S. Paul witneſſeth, being fully _—_— that what he had ſpoken | 


he was able alſoto performe, and Heb.11. that he was ablcto raiſc| 
him from the dead. 3. He beleeved thatthis one God was poſleſſor 
and judge, and therefore alſo Maker of Heaven and Earth. And 
4. That he was righteous and would doe righteouſneſle in puniſhing 
the wicked that lived in finne, and in ſparing and being favourable 
to the righteous man that did ſtudy to walke before him in a good 
converſation. Now theſe be the principall things to be: afſented un- 
to concerning God. 

Secondly, Abraham had faith to God, that is, he gave conſent 
to all thoſe things thar God ſaid, becauſe he faid them, which ne- 
ceſlarily followeth from his acknowledgement of the truth, power, 


2.Faic1 to God 


and All-ſufficiency of God: So doth the Author to the Hebrewes 
note, that it was aland which after he ſhould receive for an inheri- 
rance. He beleeved that God would give him that land according to 
his promiſe, and he beleeved above hope in hope, that he ſhould be 
Father of many Nations, andiit is ſaid, that God preached the Go- 
ſpcll unto him, ſaying, 1» thy ſced (which is Chriſt) /ha!l all Nations 
be bleſſed. He belceved that of his ſeed ſhonld come the Meſſiah 
which fhould free mankinde from the curſe, and make them parcakers 


Gal.z. $, 


of the bleſſing. So he beleeved Gods threats againſt Sodome, that 
God would deſtroy it with fire. 

Thirdly, he believed in God. 1. He truſted upon his mercy inthe 
promiſed ſcede;that for his lake,not forthe worth of his owne righte- 
ouſneſſe, God would be mercifull to him and fave him. He beleeved 
in God, and this faith was counted unto him for rizhteonſneſſe. He was 
juſtified by this faith'as the inſirument, he did not worke, meaning in 
reſpedt of juſtification, he did not thinketo-be pardoned and accepted 
for rhe workes ſake, but beleeved in him that juſtified thoſe which in 
themſelves be ungodly, by juſtifying he meanes, pardoneth their 
ſinnes, asir is ſaid, Bleſſed is the man to whows. the Lord will not im. 
pute ſinue, for the promiſe was not madeto him bythe workes of the 
Law, but the righteouſneſfle of faith, that is, the righteouſneſle with- 
out workes as he deſcribed it before. Now if you have this faith and 
alltheſe as of faith, then you are Abrahams ſonnes, if not, in 
vaine doe you lay title to his-inherirance. Therefore trie your ſclves, 
and if you havethis faith then know your ſelves happy, if nor, you 
arc farre from bleſſedneſſe, you are ſtill under the curſe. 

Bur ſecondly, Abraham feared God. True faith will bring forth 


the feare of God, not the paſſion of feare, nor laviſh feare, nor | 


feare of flight, butthe feare of caution and warineſſe, a not daring 
ro offend God, as the Lord himſelfe wimneſſed of him, iaying, Now 
T know that thou feareft mee when thou haſt not ſpared thine onely ſonne. 


Rom. q 3 


— - 


Plal.32, 2. 


2, He fared 
God. 


Gen,22,12, 


Loc, the feare of God is ſuch a diſpoſition of heart to God-ward, out 
of the apprehenfion of his excellency and preatneſſe and juſtice, 
that will cauſe a man not to be bold to dare to omit any worke that 
Gods Commandcment injoyneth him unto, and ſonot to commit any 


EE thing 


3-Faith, in God | 
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thing that God condemneth, I pray you confider, have have you— 
| this vertuous feare of God? Doe your hearts ſtand in awe of him ? 
ſo that you flie from the offending and diſpicafing of him, as from 
thegreateſt of all evils; thoſe that have Gods feare before their cycs, 
they arc godly like Abraham, thoſe that have it not, they are wicked, 
as Abram thought the men of Gerar and Egypt to bez O labour for 
it if you have 1t not yet, get it, if you have it, labour to increaſe 
and nouriſh it by confidering his great excellencie and great terrible- 
nefſe, os 


A third vertue, cAbraham had obedience, that is, his will was ; 
tho: oughly ſubje& to Gods will in all things, {o thar he held this re- F 
ſolurion within himſelfe, that whatſoever God bad him doe thar he ; 
would doe, for which God praiſed him, ſaying, becanſe thou haſt obeyed | 
my voice, and the Apoſtle, ſaying, he obeyed and went out, Obedi- 
ence is a reſolution and indeavour to doe all that God bids, becauſe 
#4 i 1, he bids, Ler us take ſome ſpecial] afts of obedience,wherein Abraham 
| konc obedience did crofle his reaſon, and his affeftion, and his credir, and his profit, 
| andallto performe the will of God, even therefore onely,becauſc God 
bad him, whom he durſt not out of feare and would nor bur out of loye 

| followin allthings. 

al ng Firſt, God gave him Commandement ro leave his Countrey and 
Gods Come | Fathers houſe, to goe out into a land which he ſhould ſhew him: A 
mandemenc. | ſtrong Commandement, leave all thy kindred and goe into a Coun- 
trey thou knoweſt not whither, but gee from place to place as I 
| {hall ſhew thee. Here ſeemed no reaſon in this Commandement, bur 
Abraham obeyed it,Gen.12.1., | 

6. find in Secondly,whenhe came into the land of Canaan, he did not build 
tents ar Gods | q Citie, nor an houſe there, but dweltin tents as the Apoſtle noteth, as p 
Commande- | ; pilgrim and a ſtranger,not having poſſeſſion in itat all, ſo muchas a | 

Heb.11.9, | foot, God gavehim no place of abode, but cauſed him towander as 
himſelfe telleth,Gen.20.13. This ſeemed an unhappy and unſctled 
life, and fleſhand bloud could not take content in ſuch akinde of li- 
ving, but becauſe God injoyned Abraham ſo to live. He ſubmitted 
| himſelfe and did live ſo, ſave that onely he boughta placeto buric in, | 
____ |asbeing ftill mindfull of his death. | 
a A third heavie Commandement he received from God, Ger.t7. 

all the males |[10. and 26, God made him to circumciſe himſelfe and all the males 
of his family. | of his family,andall that ſhould after be borne when they were.cighr 
daics old, and he made no queſtion of it: To circumciſe wasto cut off 
the rop of the uppermoſt skinne of the ſecret part; This ſeemed the 1 
fooliſheſt thing inthe world, a mattcr of great reproach which would » 
make him, as it madehis poſterity after, toſceme ridiculous to all the FT 
world, It carried an appearance of much undecencie and ſhamefull- þ 
neſle, to cauſe all his ſervants to diſcover themſelves unto him. Much | 
| more might have beene alledged againſt this ordinance, what good q 
| could itdoes what was any man the better becauſe he had wounded 
| himſclfe and put his body to hard ? yct for all this, Abraham 
| | | diſpu- 


3. Was obedi- 
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diſputed not, objected not, madeno contrary allegations, but preſently 
the ſclfe ſame day tooke himſelfe and his ſonne 1/hmael and all his ſer- | 
yants in his houſe, and circumciſed them according to the comman- 
dement of Almighty God. 

Yet a fourth commandement more tedious and contrary toreaſon |, x, .,.qjec 
and affetionthen all theſe, which was of it ſelfe exceeding grievous | his wife Haza! 
in his fght, as the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth, that is, the expulſion or _ _ th 
excommunicating of his ſonne 1ſhmael, and of his mother Hagar, yet | | 
| when God commanded him to doe it, Gez.21. 12. hee roſe up the 
5 next morning betimes, v.14. and ſent away both the motherand the | 
F ſonne. | | ; 
| | But laſt of all he obeyed a commandement; that ſeemed tocontra- | _ 4... Qu, 
di narure and religion, and Gods promiſe, and kis owne ſalvation, Rave (ſacrificed 
and the ſalvation of all men, and rhe rruch and honour of God him- | bis fore /aac 

. . , ar Gods com 

ſclfe, fo thar God was ſaid to try him to the utmoſt in that comman- |\,anqment. 
| dement. It was in ſacrificing 7/aac, as the Spiric of God note h. Heb. 
| 11. and Gen.23. God bad himtake T1ſaac, and no: inſtantly kill him 
| in the place, but goe three dayes journey, and not knocke him on 
| the head and there an end, bur offer him for ſacrifice. Bur what was 
this ſonne, the ſonne of his old-age, the ſonne of his love which was 
ſo deare unro him, yea the promiſed ſeede in whom it was ſaid, 7» 
o Iſaac ſhall thy ſeede be called, and this ſonne he offcredatter a moſt mel- 
id ting conference betwixt himſclfe and 7/aac his ſonneall alone. Here 
| was an obedience incomparable and unparalable, no man ever 
didthe like except our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who offered up himlelfe, 
which muſt needes be dearer to himſclfe then T1ſaac was to «4- 
| braham. 
| So now marke the excellency of _4brahams obedience, hee was | The excellen. 
; obedient for the matter in hard and difficulr things, 'for the manner | & a Abrahas 
| promptly and readily without gaine-ſaying, ſpeedily and preſently | 
| withour deferring, and univerſally without excepting, without pic- 
; king and chooſing, If you be able to produce ſuch obedience to 
| juſtifie your faith, thar ic may appeare your faith is a working faith, 
; then have you faith indeed and not in word alone: bur if your faith be 
| not accompanied with an obedience of the ſame kind, though not in 
; the ſame degree, whereby you are able to yeeld your ſelves to God, 
reſolving in all things readily and without delay or murmuring to yeeld 
; unto him, how are you obedient? how have you faith, ſuch afaith 
' as was CAbrahams, ' All therefore that ſay they beleeve as 4 brahans 
? ' | did, but yet obey not as Abraham did, yea are wilfull againſt Gods 
® | Commandements, refuſing to doe knowne duties, and to leave 
£ | knowne ſinnes, that will not circumciſe the foreskin of their hearts, 
y nor leave their countrey and Fathers houſe, nor caſt our their Þhmaels, 
1 nor offer up their 7ſacs, all ſuch are beleevers alone in ſhew and not | 
1 in deed. Compare your ſelves with Abraham, and if your obedi- 
ence be not like his, I ſay as before, having the ſame ground, extent, 
and properties, it is but a counterfeit faith whereof you boaſt, and no 
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[true faith. Therefore now be carneſt with the living Sod to worke 
in you true ſubje&ion to him, and to make you like Abraham his ſer- 
van®. for God that wrought his heart to ſuch flexibleneſſe, will and 
Can performe the ſame for you. Pray him to incline your heartsto 
his ſtatutes, beſeech him to write his law in yourhearts, and ro cauſe 
| | you to keepe his Commandements and judgements and doc them. 
| And if you find ſuch an obedience, though notſogreat, yer that which 
hath the ſame ground, and ſtrives to atraine the ſame extent and pro- 
perties, then take comfort, and be not afraid to call your ſelves {onnes 
and daughters of Abraham, fer Zachens was the ſonne of Abraham, 
{when leaving his greedineſſe, hce could make reſtitution and give to 
.the poore. 
Now a fourth yertue in Abraham, was religiouſneſle, for itis ſaid of 
(him, that hee builr an Altar to God, and thar hee worthiped God, 
[and that he called on the name of God, and that hepayed tithe of all 
.he had to Welchiſedech, and this is for our learning, We muſt call 
.upon God, we muſt profeſſe and practife truereligion, we mult offer 
xeall ſacrifices on Chriſt the Altar, we muſt alſo pay tithes of our 
goods, Gen.12.7, You havean Altarbuiltro God, a profeſſion of his 
true religion among the Canamizes, there he called on Gods name, 
that is, performed publike worſhip of ſacrificing and praying, one 
;namicd for all, And v.13.14. againe it is ſaid, that he came tothe 
place of the Altar which he had made atrhe firſt, and there called on 
the name of the Lord. And v.18. there at Hebron he built an Altar to 
the Lord, and when God appcared to him, C. 17.0.3. he fell on his 
face before God, ſhewing all ducoutward reſpet unto him, when he 
ſpake unto him. And C.14. Melchiſedech was Prie(t of the moſt high 
od, and he met Abraham and bleſſed him, and Abraham gave him 
tichesofall. Ido notthinke he meant onely of all the ſpoiles, though 
that hee did too, bur a conſtant tithing of all he had is meant, This 
tiching was an acknowledgement of his ſubjeftion ro Melchiſedech, and 
ſo neceflary to be performed to Chriſt who is a Prieſt for cer after 
that order, who muſt bleſſe and take the tithes of us. 

Surcly tithing is no Leviticall ceremony, for it is not originally | 
and primarily dueto the Leviticall Prieſthood, buritis dueto ancrer. 
nall Prieſthood, even that after the order of Melchiſedech, and there- 
fore ſo farreas I ſee, it muſt be cternallydue, neirher canany man law- 
fully forbeare to pay them to Chriſt, neither can any man receive 
[them in Chriſts ſteede,but he thar'is Chriſts officerto preach in Chriſts 

ſeed and ſow his ſpirituall things. | 

| Now [ pray you Jooke that you be religious 2s Abraham, profeſle 
| religion, cometo Gods houſe, call on Gods name. Learne that pub- 

lique prayer is an holy ordinance of God, frequent that, and doepor 
{light and deſpiſe it as many of you do, offer up ſpirituall ſacrificesto 
| God. Pay your tirhes duely of all, which I know none of you all 
; thardoth make conſcience of, youthinkerhar roo deare aFrice to buy ( 
|the worſhip of God with, but why ſhould you not ſhew your ſelves 
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ſubje& ro Chriſts Prieſthood as well as 4trahams ? If you could! 
make it manifeſt to be a Leviticall ceremony, you might thinke your | 
ſelves diſpenſed with ir by Chriſts comming ; But you cannor ſhew ! 
any good reaſon why it ſhould beſo, and hereis a good reaſon it was 
not {o, for it was due to a Prieſt of another order then that of Aaron, | 
whereforeſhew your ſelves truely religious, by a conſcionable ſcrting | 
a partto God the tithe of all you have, as Abraham did. For when 
hereit is ſaid he rithed all, and inthe Hebrew the ſpoiles, it is no reaſon | 
to ſhorten the wider place by rhe narrower, butto recqncile bothto- / 
gether thus, he paid tithe of all, and alfo of the ſpoiles, as well as 
other things. I am in hope to prevaile with you tor allotherthings, 
bur in this I have no hope to prevaile, becauſe profic pleades againſt. 
| me, and becauſethe thing is controverted and denied by divers. Now | 
; whena Coſtly ſervice is queſtioned, O how hard isit to perſwade men 
;to ſce that truth and follow it. Well I ſhew you mine opinion, and | 
ave it to God toperſwade you, bur in other things which ate not 
controverted, I pray youto obey as Abraham did, and to ſhew your. 
religion as he did. And fo we have ſhewed you Abrahars fairh, obe- 
 dience, feare and deyotion. O that we could ſheiy the fame vertues in 
our lives. | 
' Icometoſhewyounextthe good carriage of Avra%a ro men-ward, * His 1ertnou 
; Firſt himſclfe, then others. For himſelfe, I requeſt youronote, Firit .icien, 
' chat he was a very humble man, rruely hamble, one that did efteeme ».He was ue 
| himſclfe nothing in compariſon with God, and rhat is rruc humilicy, ; 7 h9mble. 
| to have a meane <ſteeme of himſelfc out of a true apprehenſion of 
; Gods greatneſſe, and the infinite diſtance betweene God and him- | 
{ ſclfe, you ſhall ſee this in Abraham, becauſe when God cams® to 
ſhew him what ſhould become ot rhe Sodowites, and he our of mercy ' 
| was mooved ta pray earneſtly for them, he faith unto God,7 am dut | 
' and aſhes, O good man, that when he came-neere to God, he hada | 
| ſence of his owne meanencſle, and intitled himſclfe no better then duſt 
| and aſhes. 
; This humility muſt wee allo be cloathed withall, it is a neceſſary 
 fruite of the knowledge of God and ourſelves, without which we can- 
not be true Ceriſtians. Ir is the cabinet and ſtorehouſe of all graces. 
[callures God togive us grace, it cauſeth all croſſes to ſeeme eaſy if | 
; God will lay them on, it makes all duties appearereaſonable, Iris a | Puil.z.7. 
{ grace by which a man becommeth like unto Chriſt, who humbled | 7 =% py 
jand made himſelfe of no reputation. Pawl was nothing in his owne | Luk,1..:1. 
| eſteeme. David counted himſfelfe a flea and a dead dog, and Chriſt 
| hath ſaid, rhar if we humble our ſ{clves we ſhall be exalted. For alas, 
| be we not finnefull, and ſhall we nor then be humble ? Be wee not | 
mortall men, be we not damnable creatures, and ſhall we not be hum- | 
ble! Beloved, ſearchif you havethis grace, that is, a meanceſteeme 
of your ſelves in reſpe& of your nothingneſle compared to God, and 
your {infulneſſe in your ſelves, and if you find your ſelves aid low and 
madevile inyour owne cſtimation;thisis to be like Abraham, 
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|  Youhave the vertues of Abraham inreſpetof himſelfe. Now in re- 
| ſpe& of other men, Firſt his family, then others without his ta- 

Br | My . | 

2. Trained up) For his family, conſidered gencrally and ſpecially. Generally, he 

15 Family 0! brought them up godlily and religiouſly, and taught them vertueand 

and feare of | goodneſle, as is witnefſed of him, Gen.18.19. 7 know hee will com- 

Gog mand his houſhold to keepe judgement and juſtice, and to keepe the way 

| of the Lord, It he had not taught them the good way how thould he ! 

| require them to keepe it, and the word fignificth ro command and; 

The Hebrew | reach both, and it is that of which uſually the word tranflared precepts | 

word is ambi-/ doth come, Abraham then was carefull to teach his people the 

#4 þ waics of God and ro teach them all goodnefle. Hee did that to his 

Eph,6.4 |houſhold, which God hath commanded us, 67ing them np in the nur- 

ture and information of the Lord. For indeed God did bid him cir- 

{ cumciſe his children and f{ervants, and if he muit adminiſter the Seale 

of the Covenantto them, then he muſt teach them the Covenant fl 

it ſclfe,even the whole doctrine of godlinefle. 

Brethren, benot anvmber of you farre from following Abrahams 
in this matter « you have not gottenſo much knowledge as to be able 
ro teach your people the doctrine of rrue piety, the way of God, ju- 
ſtice and judgement, nor doe not ftrive to get knowledge, And 
many that have knowledge make no care of communicating. Ah if 
he that providesnot for the family things needfull ro the body denies 
the faith, how is he guilty of that faulr, which doth not provide for | 
their ſoules. I beſeech youtherefore be humbled for your omifſion | 
of this duty, and ſer 'about it now you have helpes enough, and may 
have time enough, if you will redeeme time from vanity. Doe what | 
God praiſeth Abraham for, and what he makerh an argument, why he | 
will reveale to him al{rhathe doth. 

Againe, ſee how CAbrahamcarried himſcltero the particular mem- | 
bers of the family. Firſt rowards his wife : ſecondly towards his |} 
_ | children: thirdly towards his ſervants. ] 
5. Wis oving) For his wife, you have a notable example of love and gentleneſle | 
and gentle to p . a : ; 

- |hiswife |to Sarah in bearing with her paſſion and diſtemper, and imperiouſ- 

1nefle,as you have it noted, Gen.15.5,6. when ſhee flew upon Abraham 
with a falſe and vehement reproote, ſaying, »2y wrong be upon thee, 
that is, thou art in blame, the fault is thine, it is long of thee thar I } 
am fleighted by my maid, ſhee beares her ſelfe bold of thee, thou 
holdeſt her up in it, and ſo concludes with calling God to be judge 
betwixt them. He doth not anſwer her againe with words as hotand 
teſtic as hers, but in gentle manner yeeldethto her, ſaying, thy maid- 
ſervant is in thine hand, doe with her what thou wilt, This is an ho- 
nourto him, if he had beene put intoa rage by her rage then had he 
beene overcome of evill, but now heis a right conquerour and over- 
| comesevill with good, when he continued mecke and paſſed by her | 
diſtemper and yeeclded to her paiſſhon. | 

| Beloved, you that be husbands;, I pray you follow this example, I 
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pray you be not bitter againſt your wives... Be not wrathfull ro them) * © & |} 
if you ſeethem in paſſion, if they take you up falſely and cauſcleſly, 
and blame you for thatfor which you arc not blame-worthy, beare| | 
withthem, give them good words, doe what you can to fatisfie and! 
content them, ſhew love and wiſedome both at once. Carry your | 
| ſelves to them as men of knowledge, not as men of ignorance, and 
give honour to the woman as the weaker veſlcl], this is the counſell 
that S. Peter gives you, Be ruled by CAbrabams deeds and Peters | , p.,,,.7, 
words. Itis the greateſt honour that a man can ſhew to himſclte | 
to be able to bcare and forbeare. A wiſe man beareth things, an 
P. unwiſe man cannot beare. Thewife is ones owne fleſh, apiece of: 
a mans ſelfe yea more then a peece. We are commanded to love. 
them as much as our owne ſclyes, and to cheriſh them as Chriit | f 
doth the Chnrch; O be humbled for any paſſions or diſtempers_ 
you have ſhewed before your wives, or towards them, eventhovgh 
fi they have provoked youfirſt: and now beſcech the Lord ro make 
you like Abraham that ſo you may keepe your tamilics in peace, ' 
even though you have paſſionate wives. | 

Perhaps you will ſay, that Sar4bs paſſion brake out bur once, bur. 
your wives very often. | | 

I anſwer, firſt, it is not certaine that Sarah was paſſionate onely this | 
; onetime. Shee that did fall into other diſtempers mighr againe fall 
intothis, bur if ſhee did not, Abraham that bare this, out of the | 
ſame reaſon would have borne them too,if it were a duty to deale | 
thus mildely at one time;it was a duty to doc ſo alwaies. 

What then, ſhall a man ler his wife beare out her paſſions ſtill and | 
fleight him thatis her head 2 

I anſwer, firſt, better ſoe, then fill ones felfe with paſſion too. And 
ſecondly, Ianſwer, a loving, milde, gentle, admonition afterwards, 
| will prevaile more to make a woman remember her ſelfe, then pre- | 
ſent rage and bitterneſſe, A drunken man is beſt curedby rebuke when 
| heis ſober,and paſſion is but drunkenneſſe. 

You ſee CAvrahams carriage to his wife, now I come toſhew you En; 
his carriageto his two ſonnes. 1. Heloved them both very well, as | #H{Joved: 
is cvident by his praying for 1ſh»ael, and his taking the matter hea- | ry ll, 
vily, when Sarah would have him caſt out of doores, but yet helo- 
| ved neither of them ſo well, but that he could be content to havethe 

one caſt out of his houſe, and the other burnt for a Sacrifice, and to cut 
| of boththcir foreskinnes. 
| So Parents mult learne to love their children, bur with a moderate 
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» { love, ſuch as that they can be be content to put themto ſmarr, ſo 
; farre as God w1ll have them put to ſmart, even by juſt correQionto 
8 cut off the foreskinne of their hearts, yea to part with them, if | 
; God will have them baniſhed, or goe into another Countrey, yea 't | 


to have them die if God will have them die. Such a moderate love | 
which is ſubordinate tothe love of God, we muſt have and exerciſe > :7 
tothe fruit of our bodics, and we muſt ſhew the ſincerity of our 2 
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| | love tothem by praying for them,and rhe moderateneſſe of ourloveby 
being able ro puniſh them duely, andto part with themeven by death 

when God ſhall ſend ir. O bewaile your carnallnefle and unloving- 

neſſe, and immoderateloveto them. Inordinate love of a childeis a t 

great fault, it will undoe the childe, it will make him deſpiſe and $ 

abuſe the Parents, it will nouriſh all vices in him , it is the next 

way to make God crofle aman in him, it makes a childe an Idol,pray 

| to God thereforeto moderate your love. 

A braham provided for all hisother children by gifts, and gave all 
he had to 1ſaac,as wee have it, Ger.25.5,6. So muſt a good Father 
provide for hischildren convenient portions, that they may be able 
'to live comfortably, and providethem fit callings, as _Abraham did, 
'but make moſt account of the moſt godly, and ler him be heire whom 
| | God hath made heire, even the eldeſt, unlefſe his wickednefſe diſ-in- 
| { herit him, and I ſuppoſe that it muſt be ſome great wickedneſſe for 
which a man ſhould diſpoſleſſe the eldeſt of the greater part of his 
eſtate, yet ſtill the eldeſt. muſt have ſuch a larger portion as that the 
younger may havea convenient part for them too. 

Learne to be aſhamed, you that are ſpendalls, and keepe nothing 
for your children, have nothing to give them: and learne you allro 
be moderately carcfull for them, and diſcreetely and indifferently 
liberall rothem. Let not one have all, the other nothing, letnor any 
of them be thruſt off with nothing for the others ſake, bur be a Pa- 
rent to all,O be husbandly and thrifty to get and ſave, and be ſeaſona- 
bly liberallro them, yet ſo, that ſtill your ſelves be in ſuch caſe as 
| nottomake your ſelves underlings tothem. 
5.He provided] Againe, for 1ſaac, Abraham was Carefull to provide a wife, even 
2 gop _— one of the beſt he could though hee ſent farre for her, and it may : 7 

[43% | ſeeme he had not much with her, as you have it inthe whole Chapter | 
of Gen.24. Here eAbraham is tobe imitated, if inany thing concer- 
ning a child, he looked to have agood wife more then a rich. O if 
you thar be Parents would doe ſo, how well would it goe with mi- 
ny a family 2 what is he or ſhee, not whathath he or ſhee ſhould be 
the queſtion 2 

Abraham knew that God would provide a wife for his ſonne, it is 
probable he had prayed for that mercy and received an anſwer, he 
' could not elſe have affirmed it fo certainely, You that be Parents, 

muſt prayto God to give a wife or husband toyour ſonne and daugh- 
ter , and make piety and vertue the chiefe match-makers : If 
you will ever ſhew your loveto be a fpirituall love, let it appeare to 
be ſuch ro your children, if by any meanes you will ſhew your ſclv 
- affected ro them with a ſpirituall love, let it be in ſeeking their ol 
really, not imaginarily. That woman ſhall live happieſt, not which 
| hath rhe richeſt husband with largeſt revenues, bur that hath the god- 
_ | lieft husband, moſt abundant in vertues; fure a Father ſhould make } 
F | his.daughrers happinefle the maine end of his choofing an husband 
for her, or elſe heis not prudent, for prudence is avertue by which 
| a 
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a man doth worke rightly to happineſle. I ſay the ſame concerning 
the wife; be you therefore imitators of Abraham here, and be aſh1- 
med as our Saviour faith in another meaning, to ſeeke thoſe things 
after which unſantified men and heathen doe onely or principally 
ſecke. 

F ſhould have named one grace more in Abraham towards God, 
that is, paticnce, I doe not meane ſo much or onely in bearing affli- 


ions, as in a contented tarrying for the promiſed ſeed. A quiet. 
waiting till benefits come, and a quict bearing of crofles that did | 


come, this is patience, a being filent to God and waiting on him : 
Abraham had waited divers ycarcs, no ſonne came, his wife was 
barren, yet he waited and till continued to hope, thar God would 
give him a ſonne ar length according to' his promiſe. See, how 
you can waite upon God if he deterre the performance of his pro- 
miſe, and that without muttering and without fainting. This is an ex- 
cellent thing to beleeve, pray and hope ftill though God deferre the 
accompliſhment of his word. Learne this grace, Bleſſed is hee that 
by faith and patience can inherit the promiſes, as it is ſaid of our godly 
fore-fathers. | 

So Abrahams vertues to God are faith, feare, obedience, wai- 
ting or hope and deyotion. And to Sarah I ſhould have named ano- 
ther. He mourned moderately for her and buried her honourably, 
for he bought aburying place of the childrenof Het, that he mighr 
interre her with all due reſpe&. So ſhould an husband. moderate his 
afteRtion with diſcretion, and joyne diſcretion with his affeQion, that 
he may both ſhew ſome convenient meaſure of ſorrow for his wives 
deceaſe, and alſopower to keepe ſorrow within compaſſe both for 
degree and continuance, and fo ſhould wives ſtand affedted to hus- 
bands, and all friends each to other, and a decent funerall according 
ro each mans place muſt be affoorded, to teſtifie their good will to 
che whole perſon when it lived, by due carriage to that earthic part 
of it which is left behinde. Thoſe yoke-fellowes therefore chart are 
glad orwould be glad of cach others deceaſe, and care not what be- 
comes of the body of cach other, they muſt be blamed as naughty 
and unloving husbands, and thoſe that make no end nor keepe no 
meaſure in mourning muſt be blamed as over-loving and carnally lo- 
ving. Letus ſomourne as'to ſhew the thing was deare we paited with, 
and withall, that we know we have better things remaining with us 
then an earthly friend, 

[I muſt now ſpeake of Abrahams good carriageto his ſervants; There 


| was one principall ſervant, Ruler, Steward, Over-ſcere of his houſe, 


hisname is Elezer of Damaſcns,Gen.t5.2, Him 1. He lovedmuch. 
2. Truſted much, becauſe by good inſtrutions and examples he had 
chrough Gods blefling made him fit and worthy to be both loved 
and truſted. His loveto him he ſhewes in ſaying ro God (whereby it 
is manifeſt that he did not counterfeit, for Abraham was too godly to 
tell a counterfeit taleto God) one borne in mine houſe ſhall be mine heire. 
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Loe a good ſervant ſhould be very deare unto his maſter, fo that he 4 
ſhould plenrifully and liberally recompence him {for to ſay that a H 
ſervant ſhould be made ones heire if he have no children, rhar I dare 
not, bur Idare ſay he ſhould be-plentifully and liberally rewarded 
Deut.15.12,13) Out of great love.) The Lord commanded that an Hebrew ſervant 

| '| ſhould nor be put out empty, bur that his Maſter ſhould commmni- 
Prov.27,18. | cate to him of his goods, and Salomon ſaich, that 2s hee that Iooketh 4 
| to the fig-tree ſhall eate of the fruit thereof, ſo ſhall a good ſervant that [ 
attendeth. bis maſter come to honour, his meaning is to ſhew, that Ma- 
ſters ſhould not be indebred to their ſervants, but ſhould reſpe& and 
preferre them. Thoſe therefore that having good and vertnous ſer- 
vants, ſhall not ſhew themſelves liberall, and courteous, and loving, 
but quite contrarily, froward, and unloving,and niggardly,aremuch 
to be condemned, as men that have not wiſedome ro conſider, how 
much benefit a man hath by his ſervants, ſo that neither could men 
get riches nor <njoy them it they wanted ſervants neirher could 
they be without them in many other refpeRs, and if the fervants be 
good, next to God, above all men hee ſtands moſt beholding to 
them. His life is intheir hands, his goods are in their hand, and to 
ſpeake as the truth is, hee is more indebted ro them then they to 
him. A ſervant might moreecafily ſhift for himſelfe without a Maſter, 
then a Maſter live as he doth without ſervants : wherefore I com- 
mend unto you all humanity, love, courteſie towards your ſervants 
that be good and faithfull, ſuch as feare God and doe their duty in 
ſuch ſort as humane frailty will permit unto your ſelves. Labour to 
bring your ſervants to be religious, and truſtic, and diligent, and if 
they be ſo, ſhew all good will to them and incourage them in their 
duty by loving entertainement, eſpecially ſeeing now they be free. | | \_ 
men and not bondflaves that are your ſervants. £ 

Againe, Abraham truſted his ſervant with the weightieſt buſineſſe 

of his life, getting a wife for 1ſaac, and bound him with an oath, 
but ducly limited and freed from all doubt and difficultie as much as 
| might be, as you may reade, Gez.24. inthe beginning, cauſing him to 


#good ſervant 
thoul!d be re 
ſpced, 


] 


— 


lay his hafid unger his thigh and {weare about that bufineſſe, alone 
| limiting him ſo thar he ſhould be freed from it if his friends were | 
: wanting to him. So agood Maſter ſhould truſt a good ſcrvant, onely 
giving him neceſſary inſtrutions,and cautions, and if matter be of ſuch 

| weight, laying the bond of an oath upon him, for no bond ſtronger 
| then that, none fitter to binde a godly man: what might be the mea- 
ning of laying the hand under the thigh in ſwearing, I cannot learne 
nor conjecture my ſclfe,onely it had ſome due fignificationin all like- 
lihood, as our laying the hand onthe Bible and kiffing it. Jacob alſo 
| required it of his ſonne 7oſeph, ſo that it may ſeeme to have beene 

| done in ſome religious reſpet, whether intimating the expeRarion } 

_ | of the promiſed ſeed to come outof the loynesof Tacob and Abraham 
I cannor ſay. But whatſoever this geſture might meane,we note that 

' Abraham truſted his ſervant, and ſo muſt all men needs doe a ſome 
egree, 
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degree,and therefore had need to chooſe good {crvants,or do their beſt 
to make them ſuch as may, be truſted. 

Now for all the reſt of his ſervants young men fit for warre, they 
were 318. with whom he fought againſt the Kings that vanquiſhed 
the Sodomites. He did traine them up to warre as was fit, and there- 
fore they are called his irained or in(irudted ſervants, and when hee 
had gotten the victory, they had leave by him to eate of the ſpoile; 
ſo that a good. man ſhould bring up his ſervants according tohis place 
fitly tro.do him ſervice, and atleaſt ſhould ſee that they have foode for 
them,chiefly whenthey labour and take paines, | 


Haran, him he loved very well, and ſtudied to keepe all good peace 
and correſpondency with him, and to remove all contentioa, and for 
that end, when their ſtates were growne ſo great, that they could not 
conveniently dwell together, becauſe being {ojournours they were to 


poſiciled, or elſe to take land for money of rhe inhabitants it they 
could ſpare the ſame, he cameto Lot and made the morion of peace, 
and after gave him his offer to chooſe what part of the countrey hee 
would, as you may read,Gen.13.7. 

Here is an excellent vertue of ſo mild and peaceable a diſpoſition, 
that to prevent {trife, can yeeld ro-his inferiom, in ſecking to pacifie 
bim by going to him with peaceableand quiet words and offers, and 


deale, rather then proceed to jarres and difcontents. O that we could 
all imitate Abraham, eſpecially bretheren, kin{men, and neere friends, 
and be ſo defirous of unity and accord as he was, not ſtouting it out as 
many do, with ſhall I yeeld fo farre to him as to goe to him, to er 
him have his way, let him cometo meifhepleaſe, andlet him yeeld 
to mee. Moſt of our ſpirits be ſo big, that they will not bow to any 
that is a little inferiour, no not for peace ſake, imparting with a little 
of their right forir. But know, it 15 an honour tobe able to beare and 
forbeare, he hath the moſt witedomeand grace, that can part with his 
owne right, rather then continue a quarrel], it it benot jna mancr of 
very great weight, wherein great dammage ſhould came to himor 
his family, by parting with it. And know, thatto ſtand over highly 
upon tearmes, and not to bare ajot or tittle, as ſome menuſle in boa- 
ſting wiſe to affirme that they will nor, is a proofe of a man led 
much by paffion, and filled much with pride and ſelfe concei- 
tedneſſe. Hee knowes not the valew of peace, that will not redeeme 
it with bending ſomwhat even to his inferiour, chiefly a neere 
kinſman. The thing therefore J am tro commend unto you, is pea- 
| ccablenefſe, and forthat end moderation and lowlineſle of carriage, 
in yeelding a little more then needes to thoſe that ought rather to 
yeeld to, you, and certainely the comfort that peace and concor 


take up but the waſte of the land, which no naturall inhabirant had 
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ſofarre part with his owne right, as to give the other the better a grear| 
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I proceede to Abrahams carriage toward forreiners that were not| Abrahams cars 
of his houſe, whether kinſmen or frinmen as we call them, he had | 
| one kinſman his Coufin german Zor, that was fonne ro his bro:her 
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will repay you withall, ſhall prove it a good bargaine ſo to purchaſe 
CACC. 

2 He reſcucd "Iabaine, Lot Abrthams kinſman was taken by the Kings that con- 
lng birt ng quered Sodom and Gomorrah, and when Abraham heard of it, he ar- 
his enemies | | med his owne ſervants, andgort his confederates ro joyne with him, 
bays. and by force of ſword redeemed Lot out of their hands, as you have 
the ſtorie, Gen.14.14,15,1E. together with all the goods and people | 
of Sodowe, prudently ordering the bartaile by night, and comming 
| upon them ſecretly and unawares. Here are three excellent vertues 

of Abraham, Firſt, Love ro his kinſman Lot. Second, Courage and » 
reſolution, that durſt fight for him. Third, Prudence in ordering the | "m 
whole buſinetſe. For you mult rake notice that Abraham was alittle ? 
Prince, a kind of petty King in thoſe dayes, asappeareth by the car- 
riage of Avimelech and otheis ro him, and therefore he had warrant 
and ground cnough ro make warre againſt any King, Stare or perſon 


upon a juſt quarrell. | 
fe waslovins But firſt marke his love ro Zo, although Zor was lately departed 
roLor. | from him, yet his loveto Lot had nor Icfthim, bur he was arcoſt and 


labour and hazard to redeeme him from captivity: Muſt not wee 
learne of him to ſhew grcar loveto our kinſmen and ſpeciall friends, 
ifthey be in danger peril] and miſcry, even to doe all that according 
ro our places we may to {uccour, relieve and reſcue them, againſt 
wrong, violence, oppreſſion and like calamities. Be charitable and 
kind kinſmen and bretheren, cleave to yourkinſmen and bretheten, 
and ſo farre as you may lawfully, and as your places will beare,defend, 
maintaine and helpe them againſt unjuſtice and injury, "No man muſt 
joyne with his kindred in afinnefull and unjuſt cauſe, bur in a good and 
honeſt and juſt cauſe, he is nor of Abrahams minde, that will not ſticke 
tothem, and helpe them what in him lieth. All therefore that deſert 
their friends in honeſt matters, ſor feare of alittle coſt or paines or the 
like, are to ſee, thatthey be norgood imitators ofthis good man, nay 
nor any that doth not according to his place, ſuccour che oppreſled, 
| which Sa/omen commendeth under a queſtion ſaying, wilt thos not de- | 
liver him ? For muſt we ſuccour an Aſle preſſed with a burden,and nor 
| a brother prefled with a bundle of injurics, 
He was coura-! Apaine, Abraham ſhewed courage in this worke, for had not hee 
has i beene of good reſolution, he would not have dared to oppoſed him- 
[ {elfeto a conquering army and a Prince, that had held divers other 
| Princesin ſubjeion, and now cameforthar purpoſe into thoſe parts, 
to ſubdue thoſe that had caſt of the yoake. Loe how a ed 1 man 
muſt be couragious ro0,/and not ſuffer himſclfe ro be deterred from 
his duty, or any good and commendable worke, by feare of danger. [ 
Whar cour:ge Courage is ſuch a diſpoſition and frame of mindthar will nor be daun- i 
py ted by petills and dangers, and by evill accidents, that he may cn- 
Counter in the workes that his place requireth, bur will reſolve what 
- 1n him lies, with due refiſtance to repel] therfi; or if they cannot be 
| 


repelled, to beare them. Such- coutage Abraham here diſcovered, 
2th on | ſuch 
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ſuch courage do youalſo ſhew andexercile, let not every ſhew of dan- 
gerskare you: but gocthorow with good workes, whatſocvercomes 
of it. It is a good thing to be valiant in battaile, where lite is zeal 
poſed to perill, and is itnotagood thing to be valiant againft all other 
dangers * 

Knd that you may be couragious in all things. Firſt, be ſure the 
cauſes in which you pur yourſelves in hazard, begood and juſt. Se- 
condly, be ſure that yoy take God along with you, by keeping his 
fayour in a holy converſation, as Abraham did, orclſe courage may 
quickly faile and deceive you. : 

Andnexr, learne to deale prudently in all affaires,,as Abraham did, 
in ſecking the helpe of his confederares, and taking th? opportunity of 
night, and dividing his men againſt his enemies into ſeverall bands, 
The excellency of a bufineſle is in the wile carriage of it, labouring 
to get convenient aid and helpe, and then chooſing fir times and ſea- 
ſons and other circumſtances: We muſt blame our ſelves therefore. 
if by any indifcretioa or failing, we have hindered our owne good 
ſucceſle inour affaires, as often times mendoe, and muſt pray to God 
to dire us with diſcretion ( for it is his gift, ) that we be not cauſes of 
ourowne diſappointment and miſery. 

Now ſee how Abraham behaved himſclfe to frin-men as we call 
them. 1. To the Sodowites, 2. To the Caranites, 3. To Angels whom 
he tooke to betravellers. 

Firſt to the Sodopwites, firſt he did moſt heartily intercede to God 
for their ſparing, if there had beene found, 50. 4.95, 30,20. Yea but 
Io. juſt men therein :. So great a lover of good men was Abraham, 
'that he would heartily pray to God to ſavethem, and for their ſakes 
ro ſave alſo the people whom they dwelt amongſt, and how well 
| pleaſivg this ſervice was to God, it is evident inthe ſtorie, Gez.18.23. 
ad finem, For God did with wonderfull patience accept his ſuites, 
| eventill hee cameto ſo low a rate, as if he did finde bur 10. inthe 5. 
Cities, that is, a poore couplein every City. 

Wee muſt learne hence, to ſhew our loves to man-kind in generall, 
and eſpecially to juſt and good men, in praying God for all righteous 
men, that they may be ſaved and delivered, and for the Societics 
and Cities and countries wherein we live, that they alſo might prol- 
; perand eſcape for the good ſake of the good that livethere, Fervenr 
| prayer for humane ſocieties and for juſt men inthem, ſhould be made 
| by Gods people. Why ſhould you not improve the right you have 
' unto Gods cares? Forthe good of many, 7 will that prayers and ſup- 
plications be made for all men, ſaith S.Paw!, eſpecially to pray that God 
would deliver Cities and Countries from publike and fearefull de- 
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ſtrutions. Bretheren, why are we ſo defeRive in this duty 2 Why 
dowe not pray forthe nations abroad 2 in hope that there may be 
ſome righteous amongſt them, why arc our mouthes ſtopped 
from ſuch ſuires £ Let us now follow our Father here, and ler our 
heartes and mouthes be inlarged with all humble confidence r a 
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| ſeech God, for the good of thoſe Cities and quarters of Chriſten- | 
| dome that are ready tocate up one another, that God would ſhew | 
| favour to them and nor give them overto periſh by the ſword cach of 
| other, Account Prayer an exerciſe of ſome efficacie, have ſo much 
faith as to know that our prayers ſhall not be vaine labours, and 
thar you beleeve, that God is a God that heareth prayers ; onely 
Icr all your prayers be as CAbrahams were, fervent, humble,and rc- | 
verend, | | 
z. He ſhwed | Another good worke of Abraham to the Sodomites was, that he 
vamanya"d | did not make them flaves to himſelfe and keepe them for his owne | 
the Sodomites | Uſe, nor ſell them as ſlaves ro others, as by the Law of Nations he ; 
he had taken. | might well have done, but granted them liberty, and ſer them a- 
gainc in ſtate of freedome afrer he had by the ſword taken them our 
of the hands of thoſe that had lcd them captive. He ſhewed hu- | 
maniry and kindneſſe to them, thovgh they were wicked men and 
| not rigourand extremity. | | 
Wce muſt all learne to be kinde and loving to mankinde, and not | 
| to preſſe men with heavie ard grievous burdens, cven though wee | 
might docit in cxtremity of right. This ſhall bring more love and. 
good will, honour and good ceeme, then rougher and more ſe- | 
| vere carriage. Ir is better to be lovgd then hated, honoured then diſ- | 
graced, be counted a friend and faviour of men, then aproud per- 
{on thar cares not what becomes of others, ſo that himſclie may 
| make an-advantage ofthem. The comfort .that gentlenefle and cle- 
| mencie bringeth, is alſo very much more then that which will fol- 4 
low from the contrary, The dying heart can receive no content in 
\thinking he hath cruſhed, inthralled or otherwiſe aflited men, bur 
[that he hath delivered, comforted, ſaved them, that affoordeth great 
. conſolation, in that ir becommerh an argumengof goodneſle, and a 
' : meanes of hope, that a man ſhall finde mercy as he hath ſhewed and 
[exerciſed it, Lernot either covetouſneſfle, or arrogancic, or a cruell 
, diſpoſition make you carrie your ſelves auſterely ro men for your | 
, owne advantage ſake, bur uſe all courtefte, as cAbraham did even 
'to theſe Sodomites, Let them enjoy good things, even though you 
| have power and ſome ſhew of right to deprive them thereof, one- 
ly doenot interrupt juſtice in her ads of ſeverity. This was his dea- 
| ling with the Sodowites in generall. 
His carriage to, See how his dealing is with the King, as you have it, Ger.14. | 
ns ;21, He would not take any thing that was his, no not toa ſhooe-lat- 
would receive Chet, and he ſaith, .that he had lift up his hands to God to that end, 
norhing from = ghat1t might not. be ſaid by the King of Sodome, 1 have made Abra- 
jo _ | ham »:<h, Here Abraham ſhewes himſelfe, firſt, a man that did nor 
| regard riches, nor eſteemethe wealth of this world, in that of his 
| Owne accord he bound himſelfe by a vow, not to touch ſo great a 
 bootieas this, thar fell into his hands by juſt conqueſt, and which in 
{all equity he might have taken and that with good thankes too for 
| the preſenttime from the King of Sodome, who wiſhed alone __gor- 
| ons, 
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ſons, and did willingly yeeld the goods to Abraham, but Abraham 
ſtood upon termes here of credit tor his Religion ſake, and would 
not have the King of Sodeme to triumph and ſay, that his wealth had 
inriched Abraham. 

You ſee, that we ſhould ſo dil-valew riches, as freely to caſtthem 
away and deny our ſelves ofzhem, rather then incurre any reproach or 
diſgrace for them,even though thetmpuration would be unjuſt. Should 
not all men labourto have as generous a minde as Abraham ? Sure, 
we ſhould {trive for the perfection of vertue which hath beene found 
in the Saints. It cannot be ſaid yet, Abraham ſhould have ſinned if 
he had takenthis ſpoyle, neither was hee bound fo much to the 
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red before hand, that ſome aſperſion of covetouſnefſle would have 
| beene caſt upon him, if he ſhould have poſſeſled himſclte of this 
, wealth, and therefore he bindes himſelte from it by a vow. Noble 
: Abraham, that regardeſt due cftceme rather then great riches, and 
wouldſt let goe fo faire a morſell, rather then incurre any the leaſt 
| ſhew of diſgrace for worldlineſſe, Why ſhould nor we be followers 


| of Abraham in his vertues ? Why ſhould weuſe meanes to get wealth | 


| joyned with apparent reproach ? ſuch as would ſer the mouthes of all 
' men on talking againſt us, more chen this fa& would have filled 
[the mouth of Chedarlaomer with talke againſt Abraham : O what a bu- 
' fineſſe of minde is this newes 2 and how doth it ſhew our in- 
ordinate affeionto riches more then to a good name? whichyet is 


|to be preferred aboveall treaſures, if we would hearken to Salomon, 


| on 
{I conclude, that we muſt ſhew our true magnanimity, by ſleighting 
' great abundance of outward things, ſo as that no man might ever 
have cauſe to grudge againit us, that theſe riches which ſhould 
have beene his if all*hings had beene fairely carried, have made us 
rich, clpecially let no man grow rich by taking torteitures of poore 
[won it is worſe to uſe extremity to a meane perſon then to a 
| SICar. | 
| Now conſider this worthy mans carriage to the Cananites, inha- 
| bitants of the land in which he was a ſtranger., Firſt for the Couns 
rrie it ſelfe, then for the perſons rhat dwelt in it. For the Countrey, 
Abraham made it much the better for him by two things, wood and 
| water, very neceſſary things for the life of man. For hee planted 
| groves and hee digged wells againe, which had beene digged in 
| the daics of his Father. As concerning thoſe groves, it is conje. 
| tured that they might be for religious uſe, becauſe it is ſaid, there 
| he called on the name of God: bat the word here uſed is not the ſame 
| under which ſuch groves for religious uſe are after forbidden, there- 
fore more like it is that here alone was intended civill uſe, and ſure 
it is a good thing to plant wood for the benefitof mankind after our 
ſclves be dead. -A man would have thought,” what ſhould a ſtranger 
| trouble himſelfe ro make a grove? He is likely to depart from the 
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Sodomite, as to affoord him cither perſons or goods : but he confide-/ 
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place ſoone, and then he cannot carry his trees with him ; bur this| thing. 
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did not diſcourage Abraham, he knew that ſome man might enjoy ir 
if himſelfe did not., Indeed for wells and water, the profit re- 
dounded ro himſelfe preiently as well as to others for the fu- 
ture. | 
Now leazne of him to be common Benefators, by helping to 
ſtore the world\with wood and water-ſprings, and other like things, 
the uſe of which ſhall redourd to many as well as to your ſelves: 
Eſpecially the care of planting woods ſhould be commended unto 
you, our age deſtroies that neceſſary provifion. All cut downe, 
none plant for another age, wood is uſcfull for ſhade, for timber, 
for fewel', ir is one of the things wee cannot want, it is one of 
the things, thatif it bediſcteerely done, will quit the coſt that ir re- 
quireth. The tree after alinle time will grow without any Jabour of 
expence beſtowed abour ir, it will pay for its ſtanding, if you ſet 
your hedge-rowes with trees, they would grow as well as thornes. 
If here and there at convenient ciſtance, trees were planted, eſpeci- 
ally timber trees, the grafſe would not be much the l:fſe. But Iam 
not a husband-man good enough to commend theſe particulars to 
you; Let mee commend the thing in generall, Order things for the 
common benefit, and ſhew your ſclves lovers of mankinde, be no 
all for your ſelves and for the preſent. | | 
Now tothe perſons generally, he ſhewes curtefic, that is, a car- 
riage ſayouring of lowlinefſe and good eſfteeme, together with love 
and good will unto the Hittites when he came.unto them about the 
matter of a field of buriall for Sarah, Gen.23.7. Hee flood up and 
bowed himſelfe, the word is the ſame thar is in other places tranſla:ed 
worſhipped, meaning he bowed his body with his face downeward 
in teſtimony of honour and refpe, and afterwards, verſe 32, Hee 
bowed downe himfelfe before the people of the Larwl, You ſee lowly and 
reſpeRive carriage inthis worthy ſervant of God, 

We ought to carrie our ſelves courteouſly to all men, Honour all men, 
faith S.Perer,he meanes it, of this kinde of reſpedive behaviour of bo- 
dy. This is a meanes to ſhew love,and to beger love,and to increaſe 
love,and to keep out jarres and diſcontents, as a ſower and hantie and 
ſullen dogged carriage doth proclaime contempt or hatred or both,and 
{o cauſeth jarres and fallings out,anddiflikes,and increaſcth them if they 
have bcene begun. Thoſe therefore that be of a haughty carriage, 
or rude and boyſtcrous behaviour, not - knowing how to give duc 
ſalurations or complements of courtcfic areto be blamed,as men that 
doe not alone want education but charity and humility, forif thoſe 
graces did rule in the heart, chough they could not prompt a man 
tO a kinde of artificiall demonſtration of them, yet they would ſome 
way infuſe themſelves into the carriage, and makeir gentle and ami- 
able. Therefore let your carriage be faire,and kinde,and ſweere, bow, 
bend, falute, uſecap, knees, all ſuch things as either nature orcuſtome 
maketh ro beas ir were badges and profeſſions of humble love and 


) ſerviceableneſſe, of a not too much preferring your ſelves above 


others, 
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others, and under-valewing them in compariſon of your ſelves, ac- 
_ 'cuſtome your ſelves unto and uſe them for conſcience ſake, that they 
[2 may ſavour of piety inthe cſtimation of God, who can ſee piety in 
| ſuch things, and ſo they may be more then morrall vertues, even} 
ſpicituall actions and fruits of SanQification; Onely, Tbeſcech you, 
to take heed of cauſing your courteſic ro be mecre complement; and 
of bcing the more crafry by how much you ſeerne more courtcons, 
and of uſhering in ſome naughtinefſe by a goodly and lowly car- 
riage of your ſelves. If ſuch vertucs be corrupted, and that there 
be nothing in them but the meere our-fide,the more loathſome ro 
” God, and at length alſo to man; h WM 
Particularly, ſee how he carricth himſelfe ro Hephron the Hittite, | _ =p ogy 
with whom he bargained for a field of buriall. He deales plainely |ptrin. 
and ſquarely with him, Ephron offercd to give it him freely, he| 
would none. A wealthy man ſhould not be apt ro reccive athing. 
of gift, it would be a figne of covetouſneſſe and of an having dif- 
poſttion. Then he asketh the price and faith, that hee will 'give as 
much as it is worth. 7 will give thee ſaith hee the money of the field, 
that is, whar it is worth, and Ephron anſwers; tis worth 400 ſhe- 
kels. A common ſhekell is thought to be werth 1s. 34. of our | 
money, ſo 400 ſhekels is 25 1b. and then-_Abraham weighes him 
the money of filver currant withthe Merchants. Abraham in a bargaine 
of '251b. doth not ſtand halfe-perthing,and: firſt bids 15, then 17, | 
then 20, then 22, then 24, then 25, as anumber of baſe niggardly| 
minded men would haye done, but when he faw it tobe worth the| 
money at a word he payes it, and when Ephron ſaw Abraham de-| 
firous of this land, he doth not aske 40, or 35, or 3o, or 32, bur 
at one word tells him fo much it is worth, and fo they agrce, the 
one alſo payes currant money in full weight, and the other giveth 
preſent and good affuratice, and ſo here is juſtice, and plaine upright 
dealing betwixt them. | | | 
O that you would learne of him to bargaine and pay withoutany | 
over-reaching or tricks either in bidding or asking, or other dey1- 
ces, that you might ſhew your ſclyes not to be poſſeſſed with the 
love of money, which is the vice of all vices, eventhe roote of alt 
evill, Bur I am ſure; the contrary driving of bargaines is uſuall 
amongſt us, that it may appeare we doc not buy and ſell out of re- | 
ſpect of our duty unto God, and the common goed, but alone 
out of deſire to waxe as rich as we can, yea thought it be by other | 
| mens loſſes, | | 
v; ' Next conſider, Abrahams carriage to £Aner, Eſhcoly and eMManore. His cartinge to 
| Firſt, #1 making a Covenant with them it ſcemeth to have beene | 4ner, E/bcol, 
a league of peace offenfive and defenſive. Secondly, in making | 2% Mew 


: bold withthem to crave their aid in his battcll againſt the King of 
: Shiron, by whom Lot was captivated. Thirdly, in 'allowing them 
ro take their part of the booty though himſelfe would nor doe' it. 
" 2 good man may and in ſome _ muſt joyne himfelfe in 
| 2 co-! 
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| covenants and leagues ſo: farre as his owne benefit, and the bene- 
fit of other men requireth it, and muſt uſe prudence and diſcretion 
to keepe himſcife ſafe, not relying on the care of God without 
care of uſing mecanes. 
formance of covenants, and muſt be content to make himſelfe be- 
holding to his friends as occaſion ſerveth, and not ſtand too much | 
upon termes of being troubleſome to them. And hee muſt alſo 
leave his friends to themſelves, in point of their right, and not 
preſſe them to. thoſe things, whereto yet it may ſceme convenient to 


{much. Ir is amoſt baſe and abje& diſpoſition, and- carries a reliſh 


charity, when a man will rather put. himſelfe to lofle, and yer give. 
| others leave to have an eye unto their profit. 


| 


;deale uprightly and fincerely,both intaking and in keeping ouroathes. 


binde himſeife : for you heare Abraham ſaying, Let Aner, Eſhcol, 
and Mamre take their part of the booty, though himſelfe bound him- 
ſelfe by oath to take no parc of it. O that we could carrie our ſelves 
ſo to our friends ! and not be ſtill pinching to them, ſo as we will 
par with nothing, unleſſe they. will be perſwaded to part wich-as 


of exceſſive ſelte-love, when aman is ſogreedy of his owne gaine, 
that unlefſe others will beare as great apart as himſelfe in ſuch and 
ſuch things, he will hold and keepe and let nothing goe from him- 
ſelfe. But it is a noble and magnanimous part, and a figne of true 


Now ſee, how Mbraban carrieth himſclfe to. _Abimelech as you 
finde it recorded, Gey. 21.22. & 33. CAbimelech with his chicfe 
Captaine and inward friend came to Abraham, deliring to make 
a Covenant of peace and amity with him, perceiving that hee 
was a man bleſſed of God and. proſperous, 'and ©Abraham condiſ- 


love and amity, even if need be, to binde our ſelves therein with | 
a folemne oath, for the Lord of Heaven is ſo great a lover of unity 

betwixt men, that hee is well content, his holy and grear name | 
ſhould be uſed as a bond or obligatien to tie them faſter and ſurer | 
together. When thercfore a lawfull oath is required of us, for the 
aſſuring of others that we will deale faichfully in any part of our duty, 
we ſhallnotdoe well to refuſe ſuch an oath, bur muſt informe our 
ſelves by the practiſe of ſogood a man as Abraham of the lawfull. 


;neſſe and uſefullneſſe of ſuch an oath; only that we be carefull to 


.Yea whenanoath is miniſtred to bindeas toforbeare all wrongfull car- 
riage and doegood in our places,we ſhould be glad to have our conſci- 
ences firmely tied in ſuch caſes. | 
; Further note, that Abraham dealeth plainely wich Abimelech, and 
reprooveth him concerning a well of water which the ſcrvants of 
Abimelech had violently taken away from Abraham. So muſt wee 
deale freely and plainely with our neighbours and triends, in expoſtu- | 
lating ſuch and ſuch wrongs as may fall out to be done unto us | 


by them and theirs, and 'muſt nor lay the matter up in our mindes, ſo | 


Hee may alſo challenge of others, theper- | 


}cended to the motion and makes the oath unto him. ' So fhould we | | 
willingly imbrace offers of -peace: and concord, and covenants of | 
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that we may finde that it was without thelr privitie and againſt their 
will, that ſuch bad meaſure hath beene offered untous, as it fell out 
in the matter whereof Abraham doth complaine to Abimelech, Bur 
we mult be ſure Beloved, in all occaftons of ſuch complaints, to tem- | 
pcr our anger, and keepe our ſelves 11 ſo good tune, that we breake | 
| notforth into words of choler and diſcontent, tending to provoke and | 
| | exaſperate them with whom we deale in ſuch caſes, bur do it with 

| gentlencſſe and mildneſle of ſpeech, that quiet words may pacific | 
wrath if any be ſtirred, not grieyous words ſtirre up that which was | 
ready to goe forth of it ſelfe, Yea when ajuſt and reaſonable apology | 
] or excuſe is uſed by any upon our complaints, we muſt be ready to 
accept of it, andto beſatisfied, that we may not prove our ſelyestobe 
of an implacable diſpoſition. 

Yeawe ſee, that Abraham dealeth alſo bountifully with Abimelech, 
for it is ſaid, v.27. he gave him Sheepe and Ox:n when they made 
' a covenant, ſo men that have wealth muſt be free handed and free 
{ hearted, and ready to beſtow convenient gifts and preſents upon thoſe 
| whoſe favour they would keepe, and to whom they would have ir 
| manifeſt thar they reſolveto be faſtand ſure friends, Nothing leffe 
beſeemeth a wealthy man then niggardlinfle and cloſe-fiſtednefſle, 
whereby he is ſo held in captivity, that he cannot willingly let any 
thing goe from him, but what he cannot keepe though he would, 
Indeed bounty is chiefely to be exerciſed to the poore and needy, 
but yerſo that in duetime we muſt learne to practiſe it, by a freegiving 
to our equals alſo, and thoſethat ſtand not in abſoluteneede, for gitts 
are fit meanes to expreſlethe lovers good will, as well as to ſupply the 
wants of the receivers. 
| Laſtly, Abraham ſets apart 7, Ewe Lambes, and when Abimelech 
demanded the reaſon, he tells him that he ſhould receive thoſe Lambes 
; ar his hand in teſtimony of his acknowledgement, that Abraham had 
; digged thar well, and that the right thereof appertained tohim. So 
| we ſhould in wiſedome learne ro make all matrers cleare betwixt our 
ſelves and others, in cafes that have beene in controverſie, that fo 
wee may cut of all occafions of heart-burning or contention for the 
timeto come, and that though wee put our ſclves to alittle coſt, for 
theſerting of things in ſtable peace betwixt them and us. 
| Thelaſt partof Abrahams good carriage is to ſtrangers, which he 

; conceived atfirſt tobe men, though indeed they provedto be Angels: 

' for ſo you have his hoſpitality recorded by the Holy Ghoſt, Ger.18. 
F | 1.4417. When he ſaw certaine men which he tooke to be travellers, 
| he ranne to them,and with importunity brought them on their way, 
A courteous, free and honourable intertaining of ſtrangers, is a vertue 
commended to our imitation, by the example of Abraham : for fo 
ſairhthe Author to the Hebrewes. Be not forgetfull to intertaine ſtran- 
gers, for by that meanes ſome have received Angels unawares, and 


| we arc biddento be given to hoſpitality. Let us therefore befarre 
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[ro keepe our ſelyeseſtranged fromthem. For ir may ſo cometo paſſe, | 
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His firſt fault 
.calling by God our of Yr of the Chalgces, for it is manifeſt in the 


. | idolatry, 
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from niggardlineſle in this caſe, and yer farre from profuſcneſſetoo. 
And if ro ſtrangers, much moreto our friends and acquaintance, muſt 
we ſhew our ſelves humane and liberall in this kinde, and moſt of all 
{ fo our poore and needy neighbours, that cannot reward us, for our 
Saviour prefers mercy before curtefie, and tells us, that ſuch coſt 
ſhall be reckoned for. So have we done with <Abrahams vertues, 
which if we can take out in our practiſe happy ſhall we be, forto this 
end are good mens good deeds regiſtred in the Booke of God, that 
we which readethem, by following them 1n the waies of goodneſle, 
might beſure to over-take them in the end of our journey, and to 


fore us. 


ſtate of mortall men in this life, that it ſhall be found rrue of every 
man, which S.Tames tells us, ir many things we offend all. Doubt- 
Icfſe he arrogatcth greater perfection to himſelfe, then ever the word 
of God hath attributed to any meere man ſince Adam, that conceiveth 
himſelfe to be quite free from all evill corruptions,and from the brea- 
king out of corruptions. ET 

The firſt fault of Abraham was that in which he lived before his 


24. of Toſh. v.2, that the Fathers in old time, even Terah the Father 
of Abraham and of Nahor, and conſequently the ſonnes themſelves, 
being ſo brought up of their Fathers, ſerved othergods. Here thenis 
a ſinne in Abraham, that he tooke up the religion of his Fathers with- 
out making any diligent inquiry into the matter, whether the religion 
| and gods were true ornot, And this is a fault commonto all man- 
kind, they take their religion ontruſt, ſerving thoſe gods which they 
find in the places where they dwell to be worthipped and ſerved, 
| and labour not to find out and ſerve thetrue Godalone, who is onely 
worthy to be ſerved, yea if it fall out that the true God be ſerved 
amongſt them, they cleave not to him out of judgement and well 
grounded knowledge, that he is the onely true God, but alone our 
of common cuſtome, becauſe all men do ſo, andthistheir religon be- 
commetrh but a vaine religion, and is of no force to their ſalvation. 
Indeed it was not ſo ſtrange athing that A&raham ſhould be thus car- 
ried away after falſe gods, according as he was led by the common 
example, ſeeing at that time they had not the word of God written 
by Prophets and Apoſtles, to dire& and guide them inthis matter, 
Bur for us whom God hath ſo farre tayoured as to give us thecleare 
light of his holy word, it is amoſt grievous finne to be led wholy by 
cnſtome and example, and not to build and ground our ſelvesupon 
| that light which God hath miniftred unto us. And the true cauſe, 
| why men do follow ſuch falſe guides in matter of Gods worſhip, is 
the blindnefſe of their mindes, and carnallnefle of their hearts, and 
the ſecreratheiſme which is inthem, by which they are not thorough- 
| ly ard certainely perſwaded, that there 1s a God arall, and therefore 
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dwell in the place of happincfle, whether they have ſately gone be-. 


Now I proceede tote!l of his finnes and offences, for ſuch is the | 
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care not to finde out and ſerve the living God, as if it made no; 
great matter, ſo they ſerved one which they ſerved. q 
Let us therefore beware of falſe gods and falſe religions, and let 
{us beware of walking after a falſe rule even in following the true! 
God, that is, of ſerving him, not becauſe wee have any true and 
certaine knowledge of him in our owne mindes, but onely becaule 
we have beene ſo taught of our Fathers, and ſce the whole world | 
where we live to take the ſame courſe, for he that is thus blindly | 
led, worſhips God but by chance as it were, and is as ready for a 
falſe god asfor atrue, and this was CAtrahams fault before his cal-| | 
ling. | 
Now aſter his calling, he fell into ſome finnes, though nor wil- | roger 
{ fally nor preſumptuouſly, but of weakencfle and of infirmity. The corel NET] 
| Grfi fault was weakenefle of faith, Though he was the Father of the ». Weakeneffc 
faithfull, and is commended in Scriprure for the ſtrength of his * 5. 
faith, and that he wavered not nor ſtaggered at the promite of God | 
through unbcleefe, yet at the firſt, his faith was mixed with unbe- | 
leefe, and ſhewed it ſelfe to have ſome feeblenefle in ir. For firſt, ' 
when he went downe into Ezype b=caute of the famine, and ſaw thar 
the men were wicked and feared nut God, he was in doubr, leaſt | 
the men of rhe place would kiil him for his wives ſake. God had. 
promiſed him before thattime togive the land of Ca2aaz to him and 
to his ſeede after him, and yet he had no ſeed, therctore as yet hee | 
covld not be put todeath, unleſſe the promiſe of God ſhould faile | 
him and come to nothing. Notwithſtanding the promiſe which | 
ſhould have beene fruſtrated, if himſelfe had died without ifſue, he ! 
doubted leaſt he might be flaine by them, as being diltempered and | | 
| diverted by feare from conſidering and taking diligent notice of the : | 
promiſe. This was a manifeſt imperfeCtion of faith you ſee. Where- 
| fore let us takenotice that in the fairhfulleſt of Gods people there 
| will be defects of faith, .as alſo there was want of it in David, when 
| he {aid, 1 jball 07C aay fall by the hand of Saul, and in eAloſes, when | 1 Sam, 27.2, 
; he ſaid, How will Pharaoh heare mee ? ſeeing the Iſraelites did not, | Ex04.6.12. 
| and againe,Why haſt thou ſent mee to deliver the people? ſecing Pharaol 
| opprefſerth themthe more ſince I ſpake to him. | 
| And therefore, let usnot be diſcouraged though we finde weake- mach by, 


neſſe in our faith, though faith I ſay doe ſhew ir ſelfe feeble and be 
' much troubled, and ſometimes foiled by doubring,eſpecially in great 


; and fore temprations; yet we muſt not be heartlefſe, nor conclude, 
| that we are utterly deſtitute of faith, or that our faith is not true and 
ſincere, and unfained. True faith you ſee in Abraham may be weake, 
yea cannot but be weake, ſo long as we be cloathed with tabernacles 
of flcſh. Hethat truly beleeves, may yetbecarricd away with doubt- 
ing ſometimes, when occafions of perill and danger incounter his 
faith; and therefote alſo let us be carefull to confirme and ſtrengthen 
our faith more and more, and to grow in it by renewing our medita- 
tions of Gods promiſes, and putting our ſclves often in minde of the 
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| power and truth of God the promiſe-maker, which are the pillars | 
and foundations of our faith. Forif Abraham, when theſe doubts be- 
| gan to ſtirre in his minde, had called to minde Gods promiſe of gi- | 
| ving him ſecede, and had reaſoned with himfelfe thus, hath not the li- 
| ving God poſſcſſour of Heaven and Earth undertaken ro give mee a 
ſeede to inherit this land after me £ How then can [be killed by the 
Philiſtins * How can they take away my life whilft this promiſeis not | 
yer fulfilled 2 Surely God both can and alſo will give mee life and | 
preſerve me from the hands of theſe godlefle Philiſtins, for how elfe 
thould he fulfill his promiſcto me ot giving me ſeed after me 2 If. 


, Abraham, 1 ſay, had thys ſtirred up his faith by ſcrious conſideration of 


Gods power andtruth, he had not beene foyled ſo as he was. Let his 
| weakneſſe and failings be our warning, that we may eſcape the evills 
which he fell into. 4 
| Againe,as Abrahams faich was weake and yeelded alittle to doubt- 
2. Acarnall |ings, fo was he poſlcfled ſomewhat ſtrongly for the time with a kinde | 
feare of deaths | Of Carnall feare of death, Ger.12.12. and afterwards, Gen.30.11. He | 
ſaid, they will ſlay mee for my wives ſake, So you muſt note another : 
ves 7 pam in Gods people, flowing from the. former imperfection | 
| of faith. They arc aptto be over-fearefull of dangers, and by name of | 
| death, even to be ſo much terrified with the apprehention of dan-. 
ger, cſpecially of looſing their Jives,that they cannot truſt upon God ! 
and reſt upon him for ſafety, as they ſhould doe. This teare was | 
' found in Davzd, it was found alſo in Peter, and in divers others of | 
| Gods people. The ground of it is, as Iſaid, partly the weakenefle | 
| of their faith, and partly the terribleneſſe of death, which is the ter- 
ribleſt of all terrible things, as being a ſeparation of the ſoule from 
the body, and a ſtripping a man at once of all thoſe things thar ate 
molt deare unto him, and conveighing him outof this world into ano- 
ther; concerning his happineſle herein he is notalwaies fo full of aſſu- 
;rance as he ſhould be. For when theſe feares doc ſuddainely ſeize up- 
'on aman, upon occaſion of ſome ſenſible objeR thar threatens him, 
[they pull out of the minde for the-time the thought of Gods promiſes, 
'and hold the ſoule alone intheapprehenfion of the greatnefle and ineyi- 
| tableneſle of the danger which looketh him inthe face. | 
| Ler us therefore learne, not to be hcartlefle our ſelves, becauſe 
| we have haye beene fo tranſported with feare, as was Abraham, 
| nor yet be cenſorious to others, whom wee ſhall ſce thus for a fir 
| even ſhaken and almoſt overcome of feare, Ir is a fault indeed,and 
| we muſt blame our ſelves for it and be humbled, but it is ſuch a 
' fault, as may ſtand wirh truth of grace, and which doth not give 
juſt reaſon to conclude our ſelves unſanRified, ornot to be Gods true 
children. | 
| Andlctus learne to beware of feare, to reſiſt and oppole it atthe 
; beginning by the oppoſition of Gods love and protefionz yea, letus 
| Labour to worke in ourmindesſuch atrue apprehenſionofthe harmelel- 
nefſe of death and other crofles, that we may learne notto be m of | 
| them .* 
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- {them, though we muſt needs ſuffer ther, For why ſhould we feare 
that which cannot hurt, yea thar which ſhall be an advantage to us, 
Feare none of thoſe thinrs that you ſhall ſuffer,ſaith the Lord,and David 
ſaith, 1 will not feare what man can dee unto mee, and againc, 1 will 
not feare theuzh I walke in the valley of the ſhadow of death, It isanex- 
ccllent thing and very comfortable, when our heart is ſo ſetled that 
feare may not diſmay us. And the way is to get aſſurance of Gods fa- 
your and of etcrnall lite, and thatall things ſhall worke for our good, 
and ſpcedily to ſet this faith'on worke,when dangers ſhall offet them- 
ſclyes unto our ſight, | | | 
* But further, Abraham to avoid this danger,confſulted with fleſh and | 2. He difſem« 
bloud, and uſed deccit, and ſhifting, and falſchood, for though his | "<4 | 
words were in ſome ſencetrue, as he telleth _Abimelech, becauſe Sa- þ | 
rah was his {iſter by one fide, yet in the meaning which he would 
have thoſe to interpret his words ro whom he ſpakethem, they were 
not true. For his intent was to. make them conceive, that ſhe was ſo 
his ſiſter asnot his wife. He reſolved touſe falſe ſpecches, and draw 
his wife likewiſe to joyne with him in theſe faiſe ſpeeches, yea. 
they agreed upon it before hand as he tels ©Abimelech,' Gen.20.13. 
Abraham ſaid to her, this s the_kindneſſe thou ſhalt ſhew mee at every 
lace whether wee ſhall come, ſay he my brother, Youlee they agreed 
a oh hand to diſſemble and to continue difſembling; yet ſure difſem- 
|bling is a finne and ought not to be done, as CAbroham heares even 
from CA#melech himſelfe,uerſe 9g. Thou haſt done deeds rinto mee that 
oucht not to be done. So it may befall agood Abraham out of incon- 
fiderarencſſe' and heedleſnefle in not pondering their patbes, nor | 
thinking of their waies, or ina ſuddaine to diflemble and dealefalſe- 
ly for the preventing of danger,as may be ſeene alſo in Dawvid,and in 
Peter, whca he denied Chriſt, and when he withdrew himſclfe from 
communion with the Gentiles, for feare of them which came from 
Iames to Antioch. For athing not conſidered of, is for preſent as uſc- 
1lefſe as if it were not knowne ar all. a 
Thereforc here alſo we muſt lIearnenotto be utterly diſcouraged, if 
| we have run into ſach a faulr, when we bethinke our ſelves after of 
ſuch offences, we muſt be humbled, bewaile them, confefle them, 
condemne and judge our ſelves for them, but we muſt not befeare- 
full of asking pardon, and of intreating mercy to forgivethem, muſt 
| not-conclude, that there was no truth of grace in us, becauſe of 
ſuch palpable failings, yea we muſt take boldneſle to goc to the 
_ of grace, renewing our repentance, and carncſtly ſuing for| 
: ' pardon. | | 
: : And we muſtalſo take heed of cenſuring others, and birterly and | 
harſhly for ſuch offences, thoughthey be grofſe: even Abimelech did | 
noteſteeme Abraham a diſhoneſt and naughry man, becauſe he had 
found him tripping inthis matter ; onely rake heed leaſt we miſuſethis | 
'| Example and the like, ro build upon them a boldnefle to ſuch finnes, 
that were agreat wickednefle, They muſt imboldenus to repentant] 
| | Crave | 
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| courſes he takes, to free himſelfe frotm the preſent cvill. Sure if he 


| 


| may runne intorthe ſame groſſe finne againe and againe, yea and be 


| of feare, doe not conſider of their particular ations and ſo run often 


| 


|-we behold their ſtumblings, it ſhould make us to be earneſt in or 


not imbolden us before hand to reſolve on a finfull deed. Yea when 


| crave mercy, after we havethrough weakeneſſe offended, they muſt 
| 


prayers to God for agreat meaſure of ſtrength, that we may eſcape 
ſuch offences, and to be more frequent and firme in renewing our j 
purpoſes of not finning in the like kinde. Reſolve therefore, that 
nothing ſhall rake you lic or diflemble, and if you doe reſolve, 
you will ſceke pardon and ftrive to tranſgreſſe no more. 

-' Allo note that Abraham drawes Sarah hereto finne in ſucha kinde, 
as did even hazard and indanger her chaſtity once or twice. O let good 
men take heed of drawing one another tofin, for our fin will ſo indan- 
ger another, that we know not when we ſhall be rid of the evill fruits 
of our feares and diſſemblings. When a mans in perill he doth nor 
likely look about him,to ſee thoſe miſchiefes that will follow the bad 


| 
| 


would fore-ſec them, he would rather ſuffer the danger of feare,then 
=_— himſelfe to rhe bad conſequents of ,his eſcape. Would not 
Abrabam rather bave hazarded himſelfe by ſaying ſhe is my wife, 
then of making her commit adultery, by ſaying ſhe is my fiſter, if he | 
had well confidered of it before hand. | 

But yetnote we, that Abraham fell into this finne once, and againe, | 
and if occaſion had ſerved, was ready to fall into it often, as we have 
alledged his agreement with Sara} before. He did it firſt in Pharaohs 
Countrie, then in CAb:melechs Countrie, and intreated Sarahto doe 
ſo where ever hecame; ſo for want of due conſidering, a good man 


ready torrunne into it very often, if he were pur to it, as we ſce alſo in 
Iſaac in the fame kinde. Et 

There is a double finne of ignorance, One concerning the fad in j 
generall, when one knowes not that ſuch athing is unlawfull,theother | 
concerning this particular fa&t, when I doenot take noticeand obſerve |} 
thatthis a of mine is ſuch afinne. Often it falls out,that Gods chil- 
drenthrough the ſtrength of ſome paſſion or corruption, as here out 


into foule offences out of this particular ignorance, as I may call ir, 
they know the propoſition, deccit is a finne, but the aſſumption, this 
is at aft of deccit, is not added for want of conſidering, and there- | 
fore the.conſcience doth not preſle, this is adeccitfull act, you muſt 
not doc it. Now when we finde our ſelves upon better confideration, | 
tO have been carried thus to doe evill, we muſt noe be diſmayed bur 
renew our repentance, and reſt on Gods mercy in Chriſt for par- 
don, and ſo forthefurure, 'reſolve to forbeare the finne. Alſo we muſt 
tearne, often-to conſider of our owne waies leaſt any ſuch faults be 
found in us. Mans heart is full of blindneſſcand ſelfe-deceit,and un- 
lefſe he ſhake himſclfe as it were, and examine his waies often in his 
owne heart, he may live in ſome great offence and nor finde it, and | 
thoughtheſe kinds of finnes will not hazard his ſalvation, yet they 
| may 
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| may bring divers croſfes and miſeries, and much reproach, and give 
much offence, and procure ſore temptations, and much diſquierment 
of conſcience to him afterwards: Let us not animate our ſelves to 
finne by the falls of the Saints, bur rather worke in our ſelves anholy 
feare of our ſelves and careof avoiding ſuch fins. 
: Now I come to Abrahams laſt finne, which was his taking of Hagar, 
a fault in it ſelfe, for God made one Man and one Woeman, to ſhew, 
that he would have marriage an individuall ſocicty of life berwixr one 
Man and one Woeman. Bur that point was_not knowne it ſcemes | 
in thoſe times, and therefore both Sarah perſwaded her husband, and | 
he condeſcended to take Hager. A good man may live ina few finnes 
of ignorance, and never particularly repent ofthem. Takewe heed 
therefore of condemning thoſe, who conceiving ſuch and ſuchthings | 
not to be ſinnefull, rake boldnefle to live inthem. If want of will 
ro ſec the light, make a manto refiſt the light, offering it ſelfe ro his 
conſcience, becauſe that he will not know, fearefull is ſuch a mans 
eſtate, and I cannot ſee that rhis may ſtand with ſancification. Bur if 
want of light or (irength of impediments hinder from knowing, wee | 
ſhould not condemne a man that in other things 1s upright tor ſuch | 
faults, onely we muſt labour with God to revealeto us our ſecret faults, 
that ſo much as may be, we may free our ſclves from thoſe finnes of 
ignorance, and take heed of taking things on truſt upon the opinion and 
example even of moſt worthy men. 

Wee goe forward in conſidering 4brahams example, and muſt ob- 
ſerye the benefits which God beſtowed upon him. Theſe are of two 
ſorts. Firſt, Temporall, then Spirituall, The Temporall bleſſings 
are of two ſorts. Firſt, Thoſe that were givento himſclfe, Secondly, 
Thoſe that were granted to others for his ſake. E 

Firſt for himſelfe, beſides the common benefics of health and 
ſtrength, and wit, and limbes and the like, which moſt men receive 
at the hands of God. He gave him firſta good Wite, Sarah, whowas 
| obedient unto him as the Scripture noterh, and did ſhewall reſpet | 
and reverence to him, calling him Sir, or my Lord, and though ſhee 
was a woeman and had her frailetics, yet ſhe was agood and dutifull 
wite unto him, and in the maine a comfort unto him. Abrahams had 
his Sarah with whom he lived very comfortably in the fiate of matri- 
| mony, and there never fell out that we readof, but one alone diſcon- 
tent and brawle betwixtthem, which yer by the wiſedome and mo- 
deration of A&rahams, was quickly made up and healed. 


Now this benefit muſt be marked as a fingular and excellent bleſ- 
fing, to have a loving, chaſt, durifull and reſpeRive wife, is a great 


| bleſſing. All thoſe to whom God hath vouchſafed the ſame mercy, | 


muſt ſee and acknowledge it with all thankfulnefſe. And if we con- 
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A good wife 
a gre;.t blefling 


| ſider that a bad wife is like continuall droppings, and as rottenneſſe 
| in ones bones, and like oyle in his right hand, which will quickly 
diſcover it ſelfe, we ſhall learne the better to prize and eſteeme this 
favour. Hee that obtaineth a wife ſaith Salomon, obtaineth mercy of the 
; Lord. 
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| Lerd, For houſe and goods be the inheritance of the Fathers, but a good 
' wife is of the Lord. And Salomon ſaith, Who ſhall find a vertuos woes | 
| man? her price « above the pearles, The heart of her husband ſhall truſt | 
in her, (hee will doe him good and not evill all the dayes of his life, This | 
' ercat beneficthe Lord gave unto his ſervant Abraham. All therefore | 
' that have obrained rhe like mercy in ſome meaſure, muſt obſerve and 
valew aright fo principall a blefſing. Though a man have an yoake- | 
tcllow in ſome things imperfect and weake, yer if the be generally 
2309, will joyne with him in picty as Sarah did with Abraham, and 
beare him company inall goos things, and will leave houſe and all. 
tO Journey with him, if God call them forthto any ſervice, iris a ſpc- 
ciull goodneiie, and achicte inſtrument of his comfort and welfare, ' 
Sarah honored Abraham, Sarih obeyed Abraham, ſhe was ready to. 
provide a feaſt for the Angels at his appointment, ſhce was a good , 
huſwife and helpefull unto him in the overſeeing of his great family, 
ſhee was «very way con:entfull and pleaſing unto him, and a little 
roo obſcquious,: in beirg content for his ſake, to ſay ſhe was his ſiſter, | 
Wherefore let this firſt bene fit benoted, and lerthofs that have it con- | 
fcle it with praiſe and thankes to God, and let thoſe that have ir not | 
as yet, learne to ſeeke it at Gods. hands, knowing his readineſle to - 
| exerciſe his goodnefſe uponall men in all ages, if they feare and obcy 
; him, as well as upon Avraham inhistime. LS] 
2.He had chil-| Secondly, God gave Abraham children alſo. Firſt he had 1ſhmae! 
drens | by Hagar, then in due time he had 7ſaac by Sarah, the ſonne of the 
' promiſe, the ſonne of his old-age, beſides a godly and durtifull ſonne;, | 
that inherited the promiſes and the bleſſings with him, and y 
' whom the covenant of God was eſtabliſhed,.- Hee gave him alſo 
many other childcen by Ketura), which had alſo children in his lite | 
time. 
, Children are a bleſſing of God, chicfly if they be good and ver- 
'tuous, willing to be ruled by their parents. Theſe are theinheritance 
' of God, when they grow up as Olive plants round abour ones table, | 
Plal.127.5- and the Plalmiſt faich, bleſſed are they which have their quiver full 
; ofthem, they ſhall not be aſhamed when they ſpeake with their ene- 
mics in the gate, Theſe comfort him ip their childhood, and are a 
delight to him when they. be young, theſe are a ſtaffe to his old-age, 
In them hisname liveth when his perſon is dead, and they be as it were 
' branches ſpringing from himſelfe as a roote, and mzFing his houſe 
to flouriſh and begrecne. So'God blefled Abrahamin the fruite of his | 
| body, ; 
| _Leall thoſe therefore whom God hath blefled with this bleſſing, 
' ſee Gods good hand to them, and praiſe him for ir. Indeed to be a | 
| parent of many and towzrdly children, ifir lift up the heart to God, | 
| and occaſion our hearty thankefulneſſe unto the Lord, is a ſpeciall | 
| favour. Thoſe that have it muſt ſee Gods good hand in i, and | 
thoſe that have irnor, muſt ſeeke it of God, and walke before him obe- 
diently, that they may be capeable of it. | 
iS | Next, . 
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Next, God gave Abraham good ſervants, for they all hazarded 
themſelves for and with him in the batraile fought with foure 
victorious Kings, and helped him to redeeme his brother Lot out of 
captivity, and ſubmitted to be circumciſed, and to be taught and in. 
ſtructed, Had they not beene loving and couragious, Abrahamcould | 
not have accompliſhed his deſire for his kin{mans deliverance. Bur / 


[ 


eſpecially he had one excceding faithfull ſervant, religious, diligent, | 
diſcrete, carcfull of his buſineſſe, and one in whom he mighr pur | 
his truſt for the well ordering of his goods, and for the diſpatch of | 
any affaires committed to him. You ſee his carriage in the 24. of | 
Geneſis, He was cautelous and watie intaking of his oath, and would 
[nor {weareraſhly, He was carefull in obſerving his oath after he had 
raken ir. He mace uſe of his maſters goods, and the power which his 
maſter had given him over his family and goods, to finiſh well rhar j 
oreat worke of taking a wife for 1ſaac. He commended the matter | 
to God with earneſt prayer. He followed itthorovgly, and brought | 
it to paſſe cffecually. He made a good choice for Iſaac, and made 
haſt to returne to his maſter, and bring him backe the fruit of his jour- 
ney with good ſucceſle. No doubt it was a great joy of heart to Abra- 
bam, when he ſaw FlieFer returning with ſo good ſpeed from Padan- 
Aram, and bringing backe with him ſo ſweerand choice a Virgin for 
Iſaac, according to the earneſt defire of Abraham, 
Let all maſters marke Gods dealing with them in theirſervants, 
and if he pleaſeto ſtore them with many good ſervants, or with one 
or two alone, of excellent parts and graces, letthem even praiſe God 
for it, conſidering how great a vexation it is, to be croſſed with ſer- 
vants of a contrary diſpoſition, which will be unto him evenas ſmoake 
in his eyes, and as vinegerto his teeth. And let all rhardefire ſuch a 
| bleſſing, rake the ſame courſe that Abraham did, that is, labour them- 
?ſelves tobe good maſters, and ro command andteach their ſervants to 
[feare God as ©4hraham did, and to ſhew themſelves loving, kind and 
liberall to them, | 
| Bur further, A#&r4ham had a good kinſman Lot, that conſented to 
| beare him company in a holy pilgrimage, and was eafily wonne by 
his wife dealing, to keepe peace and amity with him, though ſome 
(little breach began, yer it was ſoone made up betwixtthem, and Lo: 
and helived in good peace and concord together. . No doubt this alſo 
| gladded Abrahams heart, and proved a ſpeciall conſolationunto him. 
| If God havegiven any man ſuch areligious and godly Coufinor Kin(- 
' man, ler him make much of him, and be a kind Kinſman as Abraham 
; was. Yea the Brother of Abraham, Naher though he continued in 
' the land of 1ram, and went not out with- Abraham, yet was inhis 
kind a good Kinſmantoo, for he rejoyced to heare of 1 brahams wel- 
fare, and intertained his ſervant Courtcouſly, and moſt readily ſent 
his daughrer to him, ſo long a journey into a farre countrey, to be a 
yoake-fellow to Iſaac his ſonne, to the no ſmall comfort of Abraham 


and 7ſaac both. Herein he ſhewed mercy and truth to Abraham, asthe 
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ſervant ſpake, and did the office of a good and loving Brother,- If 
God afford {uch bleſſings to any, that he hath aloving wife and cour- 
tcous Brother, ready to grarific and comfort him, hemuſt obſerve it |. 
with thankes, and thoſe that would have the good hand of Godto 
ſtirre up their Bretheren to ſhew them due reſpect, muſt even walke 
upright and before God, that he may reward them as he rewarded 
Abraham. 

But another bleſſing Abraham had too, he met with very faithfull 


friends who were confederate with him, and did moſt carefully ob- 
ſerve the conditions of friendſhip and amity, for you ſec they did 
readily joyne with him, and helped him in his warreagainft the forc- 
named conquering kings, and were inſtruments by their valour to re- 
deeme Lot, and to vanquiſh thoſe conquerours. This is a moſt de- 
firable benefit, to have true and truſty friends and allies, that will 
ſticke to him in his need, and hazard themſelves for him, and joyne 
with him in his goodcaule, and not prove like unto a leg our of jaynt, 
Þ:s a broken tooth when occaſion ſerves to imploy them andule their 
| labour, or hazard for his benefir. Doe you not think that Abraham 
rejoyced in the fidelity and amity of his aſſociates. Doe you not 
thinke that he bleſſed God for it, and did account himlſelfe very hap- 
py in enjoying three ſuch noble and worthy confederares. Let us 
encourage our ſelves to obey God, and to forſake our country and 
kindred at his command, for cannot he repay and repaire that loſſe 
eaſily 2 by raiſing us up even in a ſtrange countrey, thoſe that ſhall 
as heartily love us, and as faithfully cleave rous, as any kinſmen in 
the world. Feare not to forſake friends for Gods ſake, for hee can 
eafily cauſe you to find as good in a ſtrange countrey, if need fo re- 
quire, asany you may leave behind you in your owne countrey. And 
it any have in his owne countrey or abroad met with ſuch friends, 
| hemuſt anriburte it to the wiſe and good providence of God over him, 
and with ſolid and fincere praiſes acknowledge it), carrying himſelfe 
friendly alſo tothem, and ſhewing himlſelfe as willing to grant a be- 
nefit to them in fit ſcafon, as ever he was to receive a benefit from 
them,for hee that hath friends,{aith Salomon,mn#t behave himſelfe friendly, 
Let us yet conſider another mercy. 

Abraham had good eſteeme andireputation, an honeſt and honou- 
rable name amongſt the men of Herb where he lived, ſo that they all 
loved and reſpeRed him, as appearcth. Melchiſedech loved him and 
came out to meet him and blefled him, and gave him bread and wine 
for himſelfe and for his troupes. A46;melech uſed him curteouſly, 
| and though _L#raham and Sarah both had ſomewhar too groflely 
| overſhor themſclyes, in diſſembling that Sarah was his wife, and 


_ , that way indangered him to a great finne, and brought ſome heavy 


| hand of God upon him and his houſe; yet he ſhew'd himſclfe affable 
and bouncifull, reſtoring him his wife, and not ſo alone, bur giving 
| him. gifts, and commanding his people to forbeare all injuriouscar- | 
| 1igge co him and his wife, and granting him leave to Evol winre-bg 

| wou 
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would in his countrey, and aftcr repairing to him, defiring his triend- 
ſhip, he acknowledged that God had bleſſed him and was with him, 
and requeſted that a Covenant might be made betwixt them two, and 
\tharin the ſolemneſt manner. Was not this aſigne of great reſpe&t 
jand love in him to Abraham? and was it not a fingular comfort and 
credit to Abraham , and a figne of Gods great favour to him, to 
incline the heart of ſuch a perſon ro him? Yea in what repute and 
credit helived, appeareth in that the Hrrrrees honoured him, called 
him a Prince of God, and were ready to give him leave to make 
'uſe of any of their choiſeſt Sepulchers to burie his wife in, and 
Ephron the Hittite a man of good eftceme. amongſt them, ar firſt 
| word did frankely offcr to give him his field, which hedefired, and 
ar firſt condiſcended to {ell it him tor a reaſonable price. So God 
gave Abraham good will and credit where he came and amongſt all 
even highand low. 
| Lerthisalſoencourage all men to ſerve and obey God. He can 
| givethem agood name and good favour every where, vertuc, picty, 
| and goodneſſe ſhall winne good eſtceme and kindnefle from men tha: 
| be not utterly ſlaves ro ſinne, fo farre as it is good for Gods people 
[ro enjoy. They muſt indeed, (if God ſee fit to try them by that crofſe) 
| endure diſgrace and hatred, and c2uſeleſle malice and reproach; but 
| ſo farre as Gods Wiſdome judgeth it beneficiall for them, he both 
' can and will inclinetke hear's of all to reſpe& and regard them.to love 
and honourthem.. He will make them to be honoured and favoured of | 
| all with whom they live, Feare not therefore to ſerve God, bur 
cleave to him and obey him, you ſce his bounty how he can and will 


requite his faithfull ſervants. | 


And thoſe thar finde the good hand of God going with them in 
'rhis kinde, thatthey be reſpeettully and kindly entercained,that they 
| have a good name and loving kindneſſe with all men, except per- 
| haps ſome vile and baſe perſons, that they be cordially and heartily 
' loved, that men -ſpeake well of them, wiſh and doe well to them, 
| and are glad and ready to gratifie them, they muſt acknowledge Gods 
| g00dneſſe in this mercy and rcjoycein his love, that doth turne the 
; hearts of men unto them, and praiſe, honour and love him the more, 
' forthepraiſe, honour and love they receive in the world, We muſt 
prepare ourſelves ro meete with ill uſage, ill will, ill language, bur 
' when wee meete with good, then we muſt confefle, that the Lord 
| our God is the ruler of all hearts, and bleſſe his name that cauſeth 
| us to finde favour with men, as David did with Sanl at firſt, with all 
| Iſrael and with Achiſh one of the Philiſtine Lords, King of Gath, that 
| gave him honourable entertainement in his Court. 
| Now another temporall bleſſing we obſerve to be granted to this 
| good man, and it is rhree or foure times noted in Scripture,Gen.x3.2. 
| Abraham was wery rich in ſilver, cattell, and gold. So Gen.24.35. 
| The Lord hath bleſſed my Maſter greatly, and be 1s become great, and 


bee hath given him flockes and heards,and ſilver and gold, and 1Apſer- 
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wants and maide ſervants and Camells and Aſſes,and 25.6, Abraham | 
B gave gifts to the ſounes of his Concubines. He could not have inriched 
| them, if he hadnot beene rich himſclfe; So God tulfilled his pro- 
| miſe ro CA braham, and he was a very rich man as well as very.good, 
| Riches are in Gods hand, hee hath them in abundance; He is 
able and ready to grantthem to his ſervants : Indeed they be bur 
doubrfull bleflings, if a man have not power to uſe them well, they 
will be more hurtſull ro him -ther profitable. Bur fo farre as the 
perfect wiſedome of God ſcrs thar they will be —_— ro them, 
| wiſedome ſhall bring them alſo in hee hand and fiifthe houſes of her 
| admirers with them alſo. 

| ; Let Gods people karne therefore to truſt upon hun for their out- 
i ward eftare ; for rhough he make norall his children rich, tor it is 
| not good for all, yet he wiil not fee the meaneſt of them to ſtarve, 
| for then he ſhould not anſwer that bounttull and mercifull title of 
a Fa her, by which he loveth thar his ſervants ſhould call him and 
call upon him. Incourage your fclves therefore 1n all hojincfſe,righ- 
teouſneſlſe and yertues, for {wie the Lord that filled che hovſc of 
Abraham and made him fo wealthie and great a man,will norneg- 
le&rogive you foode: convenient for you, and to ſupply you with 


necellaries, 
And lee thoſethat have houſcs, goods, and wealth in abundance, 
; | learne to uſe them well, to fee it is Gods gifr, and to uſe.them as 


ſtewards, to pratſe God forthem, to make them a meanes of knit- 

ting their hearts more ſure and faſt to him inlove and obedience; and 

ro imploy them bountifully, liberally, and mercifylly as Abraham 
no doubt did, that they may lay up treaſure for themſelves in Hea- | 
ven, and thar by well-doing they make them friends of the riches of 
iniquity. Wealth honeſtly gotten, mercitully and bounrifully uſed and 

| moderately enjoyed, is a great mercy of God, If God make you 
rich, doe you ſhew your ſcives to be good as well as rich, orelſe 

riches doe not make a man the better rhat hath them, neither can 

they make his life much more comfortable ; yea it doth appcare of- 

| Ecdeſ.5.33, |tenthat riches are laid up for the owners thereof for hurt. 

| And theſe be the benefits temporall which Abraham had 

for himſclfe, a good wife, good children in their kinde, and 

one religious, good ſervants, good friends, good name, good 

| favour and great wealth, tro which add one particular benefit, a 

A great and fa», great and famous victory over foure great and conquering Kings, as: 
mous victory. | the Holy Ghoſt telleth us, Gen.14.15. he purſued them, he divided 

| himſelfe againſt them he and his ſervants by night, and ſmote them ki 
| and purſued them to Heobah, and brought backe all the goods, and 
' Tot his brotherand his goods and the women and his people. An 
| abſolute viRtory was obtained by Abrahams wiſedome and valour, | 
| God gave him the wiſdome, God gave him the valour, God [ 
| gave him the ſuccefle. The Prophet Zſay ſets forth Gods good- 
|\nefſe ro Abraham in-gencrall, as a ſure argument, that God will 
& | ' ſhew 
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ſhew the like mercics to his people in after times,bidding them looke 
unto Abraham and Sarah,and ſaying,1ſ4.5 1.2.1 called him,T bleſſed bim and | 
increaſed him,and 41.2,3.He ſerteth forth this very benefic in magnificall 
phraſes,ſaying,who raiſed up the righteous man from the Eaſt?called him to | 141.223, 
( 1s foot? gave the nations before bimand made him rule over Kings ? gave 
\tbem as duſt to his ſword ? as driven ſtubble to his bow ; hee purſued then: 
and paſſed ſafely by the way that he had not gone with his feete. God 
would have his people take notice of this mercy in ſaving Abraham, 
and making him viQorious, to aſſure them of his like love in defen- 
ding rhem, and giving them victory over all their enemies, evenrhe 
| wholeChurch,and each particular member thereof. He that ſheltered | 
Abraham, was with him, gave Kings before him, ſhall nor he Ye- | 
clare his love as much in future ages to his people 2 Surely he is the | 
ſame for ever. Let this comfort us againſt all rhoſe thar riſe up a- 
cainſt us. | | | 
But whar did God for others for Abrahams ſake? Firſt, he bleſſed | 2.Gud did doe 
Lot the more for Abrahams ſake, and as it is noted, Zot that went with my ns 
Abxaham had heards, and after when God deſtroyed Sodome he | (:re when 
thought of ©Abraham and delivered Lotalſo. So God for a good | x. Blefled Lot 


mans ſake will bleſſe and helpe even his friends and well-willers, | 324 *tv«red 


and thoſe that belong to him ſhall bemuch the better for him,accor- 
' ding tothe promiſe that he had made, ſaying, 7 wil! bleſſe them that ; 
| bleſſe thee. 

And for Abrahams children, he bleſſed 1faac and gave him great | *-Bllſed 1/aa: 
outward things, yeagave him alfo grace and made him heireof rhe Kok ny 
Covenant, and continued the Church in his houſe, giving him a | goodnefſe. + 
ſonne in the life time of Abraham. For Abraham had Iſaac at a | 
hundred, and lived 175 yeares, and 7ſaac married at forty, and had 
Eſau and-Tacob at ſixty, ſo Abraham lived to ſee thoſe two ſonnes 


about five yeares old, and gave outward things to 1ſhmael and abun- | He give alſo 
abuniJance of 
outward 


| hams life time, and he ſent away his ſonnes by Keturah with great | things to 1/h- 
riches, and you know that even after Abrahams death, God honou- | mel 

red him till, by calling him his friend in many places, and for his| Skew: favour 
{ſake did great things for his ſonnes after him in many genera- | vv ugg 
t10NS. : 
Thus you fee, how worth the while it is to ſerve, feare, and obey 
| God, what abundant bleſſings he grants, what honour and fame 
| even after death ; though all Gods people have nor all theſe out- 
ward things in like manner beſtowed upon them, yet they havethar 
which is ſufficient forthem, and thoſe that finde their friends and 
children happy in outward reſpe&ts, muſt obſerve Gods hand to be 


Yea we muſt all take notice of Gods like dealing with many of 
his people, whoſe poſterity flouriſh when they be dead, ſome in 
goodnefſle as well as goods, and ſome arleaſt in earthly reſpefts, and 
leave agood name behinde them, ſo ho many yeares after their 
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deceaſe, their names are honourably mentioned, and all men count 
them good and faithfull ſervants of God. The name of the righteous 


0 


is had in everlaſting remembrance, whilſt they live, and when they 
die God ſhewes himſelfe gratious and bountifull ro them, even in 
temporall bleſſings oftentimes as well as ſpirituall. But if any want 
theſe outward benefits, they muſt conſider of themſclves whether 
their ſinnes doe not deprivethem thereof. For ſometimes ſuch mer-- 
cies are denied to Gods people to chaſtize, and keepe downe, and 
roote up ſome vices inthem. David was crolled in his children, ro 
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Abrabawms (pi: 
rituall bleſs 
tings. . 
1.He was cal- 


led from a falſe 
religion to the 


rruUCe 


lomons poſterity was brought low, to chaſtize his Idolatry ; If in out- 
ward things the Lord iceme carelcfle. of his people,they-might 
eaſily finde by ſearching, that ſome evill carriage of theirs hath cau- 
ſed him to chaſtize them inthis life, that by being brought to re- 
om they might not bedeſtroyed and periſh in another world, 


corre& his fondnefle, and te- chaſtize his adultery and murder: $4- 


and ſo much for theſe temporall benefits. 

Now for ſpirituall blefſings, the firit was, that God called him out 
of his Countrey and Fathers houſe, from rhe Idols of his Fathers 
houſe, forthey ſerved falſe gods there, Toſh.24.2. and acquainted 
him with himſelfe the onely true God. No greater bleffing can be- | 
fall a man here, then to be called from a talfe religion tothe true re- 
ligior, ſo that his heart be inclined alſotothe prattiſe of rhe true reli- | 
gion, and that he be effeQually ſanctified as was Abraham. Wee 
muſt looke that wee have this mercy of cftcCtuall calling ; Indeed 
from Idols and ſuch kinde of falſe gods, wee are called, or rather 
we have beene kept from following them at all, bur ah, are we cal- 
-led rowalke before God in holinefle and righteouſnefle * not alone 
turning fromdarkenefle to light, from a falſe religion ro therrue, bur | . 
| from the power of Satan unto God, that is, from ferving the Divcll 


\ in a wicked life ro ſerve God in an holy life. If we be not ſo called, 


we are not ſonnes of Abraham, and omward bleflings will doe us 
little good. If webe, then wee have cauſe to rejoyce before the 
Lord our God with exceeding great joy, for he that is ſo called, hap- 
pics he. This is a mercy of mercics, to be a Saint by calling, one 
whom God hath ſo wrought upon by his Spirit, that his outward 
call harh wonne him from the ſtate of corruption to the ſtare of 

race. 
1 And if any finde not himſclfe ſo called, or finde it doubtfull to 
himſelfe, whether he have beene ſo called yea or nor, let himear- 
ncſitly ſecke to God for it, and if wee would know wherher we be 
called yea or not, compare our felyes with Abrahams Call, Gen. 2. 
| I. God had ſaid, meaning,before his Fathers.death, before he dwelt | 
in Charras ſaith Steven, for though becauſe Terah was the Father, |. 
the departure is aſcribed. to him, yer God gave the call firſt to | 
| Abraham 2nd heacquainted bs: Farher withir, and fo his. Father wenr | 
out. and he with:his Father, as aſonne in the: tamily and houſe-hold 
of his. Father, and bids him leave kindred and Fathers houſe, and 
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goc into a Countrey which God ſhould ſhew him, promiſing him 
large off-ſpring, great bleſſings, and that the promiſed and blefled' 
ſced ſhould come of him : for S.Paw! ſaith, that God preached the! 
Goſpell before ro Abraham, when he ſaid, r# thee ſhall all Nations be: 
bleſſed, ſo that he was more largely inſtruted by. God of remiſſion | 
of finnes and ſalvation cycrlaſting by one that was to be borne of 
him. Now God cauſed him alſo to belceverheſepromiſes, ſo that 
he left his Fathers worſhip andobeyed God. If any of us have had 
the Word of God preached in our cares, and by namethe promiſes of 
the Goſpel], and hath found his heart ſo affefted with choſe promiles, | 
and thetrue beliefe of them,that ic hath made him follow Godin a 
holy converſation of life, and leave his former ſinnes, trayell rowards | 
the land of life, that land which God had ſhewed him inthe paths of | 
rightcouſnefle and true holineſſe, this is effecuall calling,happy and | 
bleſſed is this man. Rejoyce in this calling, and bleſſe God for it | 
morethen for all earthly things wha:ſoever. And if any of you be! 
not as yet fo called,let him fee his miſery, and now call upon God 
ſo tocall him, till he finde his prayers granted: for if we turne to | 
God he will rurne to us, and if we ſccketo him for the performance | 
of his gratious Covenant in putting his Spirit of SanGtification in our | 
hearts, he will not faile to doe it. | | 

But aſccond ſpirituall blefling was 1. He gave him moſt gratious | 
promiſes. 2. He appeared to him many times to renew thoſe pro-. 
| miſes. 3. He entered into a Covenant with him and his ſcede after 
| him. 4. Hegratiouſly accepted his prayers and after this life he {a- 
ved his foule, | 

Firſt, he made him gracious promiſes, Gen.12.2:; I will bleſſe thee, 
and make thee a great Nation, and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing, and I will 
bleſſe them that bleſſe thee, and will curſe them that carſe thee. Againe, | 
he appeares tohim to renew this blefing, and theſepromiſes, Ger. 
13.4. promiſing him a large off-ipring againe, and the paſſefſion of 
the land of Canaan, underſtood by 1{braham to be a figure of an | 
heavenly inheritance, for he ſouzht « Citie to come, faith the Author to 
the Hebrowes, + | 


the promiſe againe by another viſion, 7 am thy ſhield and thine excee- 
| ding great reward; ſo to comfort him againſt the doubts which hee 
' might have, thatthe vanquiſhed Kings might prepare an army and 
returne upon him, and there alſo againc he renues the promiſe of gi- 
* |ving him a ſonne, yea giving him a multitude of children after him, | 
and by a figne confirmes it to him: Looke up to Heaven (faith hee) 
and connt the Starres, &c. yea gave him faith to beleeve ir, and | 
aſſures him that hee was' juſtified, and that hee accepted: thar fairh 
| of him for rightcouſnefſe, accounting him by meanes of that 
faith for the ſake of him in whom hee belceved, as perfealy juſt, 
as if hce had perfeRly fulfilled the Law. 


And yet more fully aſſuring him of his goodneſle by entring If 
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him egratious 
promiſes, 


Againe, Chap.15.7. and in the whole Chapter hee confirmerh'\\. Appearcdo 


him many 
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|. Heentredin-.into a covenant with him in a viſion, and by ſacrifice. - And in Chap. 
N to acoy:nant; 3-7, hee renewcs the ſame covenant with him againe, and confirmeth | 
with him 9%" it by the ſcale of circumciſion, and by changing his name, aſſuring \ 
hum, him alſo, that he ſhould have the ſfonne of the promiſe, by his moſt | 
| beloved wife Sarah, and telling him alſo what name hee ſhould be cal- : 
| led by, Iſaac, from his laughing ar the promiſe, not by -way of di- | 4 
| ſtruſt and unbeleefe, bur of faithfull joy and gladnefle in ir. And | = 
in Chap.18. hee appeareth unto him againe in forme of aman, and. ; 
rclls him the particular time of the childs birth, and acquaints him | 
with his purpoſe concerning the overthrow of Sodom. And laſt of | | 
all, after he had offcred Iſaac hee appeares unto him againe, and by | 6. 
an-oath confirmes to him the former bleflings, Gen.22.16. which ' 
hee had never done beforc. This is a finguiar mercy to Abraharn, 
to give him ſo many promiſes, ro renew them ſo often. 10 him, ; 
and confirme them ſo ſtrongly ro him. And you muſt looke whe- | 
| ther God vouchſafe ro ſhew himſclfe thus to you , evea to bring. 
| home to your ſoules in the reading and hearinggot his word, and 
| exerciſes of religion, the gracious promiſes ot his word, giving 
| you by his Spirit aflurance that hee admirttcth you into the co- | 
venant, is your God, pardons you, blcfſeth you, and will give you! 
all negdfull things for ſoule and body, and make you partakers of 
|eternall felicity. All Gods ſervants that are the feed of Abraharn, | 
have this holy communion with God in his word, in prayer, in his | 
ordinances, which Abraham had in theſe dreames and viſions: for to 
the Fathers God ſhewed himſclfe by thoſe meanes, to us by thele, 
and Chriſt ſaith, that his Father and hee will come and fhew themſelves | 
we theſe that love hins and keepe his commandements, and ſuppe mth them. | 
| O if you find this ſpirituall tamiliarity with God, how happy are you. of 
{If nor, truly earthly bleſſings are of no great valew, they be common. | 
rogood and bad. Andnow ſceke you, ſeeke youtheſe ſpirituall bleſ- 
ſings, Gods afſuring you of pardon of finne, and appearing unto you 
moreand moreto confirme your faith in rhe promiſes of the Goſpell, 
and to make you afſured of your eternal] happineſle, and that he is your 
| God, untill at length hedo cven as it were {weare itunto you, and make 
| / You certaine of it 2 
| And Bretheren, be you incouraged to anſwer Gods call, to repent, 
to live holily, to caſt of yourſinnes and become obedient as was A- 
braham, for though perhaps you may not be ſo rich as he, nor have 
ſo many childeren, nor have ſo great outward favours, yet will God 
be your God, he will be your ſhield, he will be your reward, hee 
will blefle you in all things. he will give you the inheritance of life 
eternall, as fure as he did to Abraham; he will heare and accept your | b 
| prayers, and he will bring you ſafeto the land of reſt, to Heaven that 4 
true reſt, where you ſhall have no more unquictneſle inward nor out- 4 
ward. Into Abrahams boſome will he receive all thoſe, that be the 
true ſonnes of Abraham. 


Learneto eſteeme of theſe ſpirituall bleflings, though perhapsthey 
may * 
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!efflited Saints enjoy as well as rich; This ſeeke, thislabour for, by | 


f 


may be ſeparated from the temporall, God therefore alone divideth | 
them becauſe he ſees you be nor fit for both, but would behindered 1 
from injoying the one and growing in the one, by the over full enjoy-! - 
ment of the other. Bur the better I ſay you fhall ſurely have as well | 
as Abraham, God will more and more aſſure you of his favour, and | 
of his kingdome, and ſhew himſclfe more and more graciouſly uno 
you, in confirming to you his comfortable promiſes more and more, | 
| This is better then all the riches of the whole world ; If Abraham 
had enjoyed this whole world and not this ſiweere entercourſe with | 
God, his life would not have beene halfe ſo comfortable and happy, | 
bur it hiseſtare had bin never fo poore and meane in outward things, | 
yet would this {weete fellowſhip with his Maker have made him | 
happy and bleſſed enough. Spirittuall good things are the chicfe | 
and principall, bleſſed is rhe man whom God pleaſcrhto take for his ; 
owne; to call to himſelfe, to ſtrengthen in faith, to make more and ; 
more certaine of his ſalvation, This is the bleſſing of Abra%bam that | 
comes unto the Gentiles by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. This poore and” 


'indeavouring to walke with God, and by being upright. 
If any fay, Buralas I want this, I find not God ſhewing himſelfeto | 
me in his ordinances, I fiad him not ſetling my heirr. | 


q 


/ TI Anſwer, If hee have called thee out of finneto a goad life, and | 
| that thou indeavoureſt to follow him, he will in due time ſhew him- | 
| ſelfe unto thee, feare ir not, and the longer he ſcemes to deferrethe | 
| revealing of himſelfe, the more abundanr and: exceeding great ſhall 

| the comfort be at laſt. God will not faile ro blefſe his people with 

' ſpiri-uall bleffings, and comfortthem with ſpirituall comforts, ifthey | 
| 


walke before himin fincerity, 
I proceed to tell you of good Avrahams crofles, which if yon com- , Abratams 

; pare them with Iſaacs, were much greater then his, if with 7acobs 90s: 

| rhey ſeeme in ſome reſpets much lefle. Bur if you conſider them | 

| ſimply, they were ſome ofrhem excceding heavy to beare. Wee will 

| ranke them intoa certaine order. 

| Firſt, God put himto ſuffer an heavy crofle at his firſt call, as ma- | x. He changes 

| ny times alſo he doth many of his ſervants. His kindred-and his Fa- | 5 <<29tre) 


and icft b1s fa- 


thers houſe were all Idolaters, and God ſaw that he ſhou'd have had | 1r{nouſe, 
| much adoero have maintained himſelfe and the truth of his religion, | 

it he ſhould have continued amongſt them. Wherefore hee cauſed | 
; him to leaye that place, and thoſe perſons, and to goe into another 

 Iand which he ſhould ſhewhim, according as in the Pſalme, the Pro- 

phet ſpeakes to Pharaohs davghter, ferſake thy kindred and thy fathers 
houſe, and this afflition often aſlaileth the Saints of God, at their 
looking towards true picty, when they beginto forſake ſinnefull cour- 
ſes and to looke towards Heaven ; though they change not their coun- 
trie for anew habitation, nor leave their fathers houſe ro goe into a 
region farre diſtant, yet their fathers houſe falleth ont with them, 
(they ceaſe to be friends tothem, and they feele that which ſometimes 
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our Lord hath forctold, 4 mans enemies ſhall be thoſe of his owne houſe, 
yea father hates the ſonne, and the ſonne the Father. For a mans | 
inward and neereſt friends are more weary of himthen, then any other, 
becauſe having occaſion of converſing with him, they more ſee his 
piety, clſe as Owles are more offended with the lighr, and becauſe 

{ wanting that commerce in evill and vanity which once they had, they 

: Br are morediſpleaſed at the change. | 

We muſt learne therefore whoſoever mindeth to follow Chriſt and 
| - , | behis Diſciple, learnce ro love him aboveall perſons, yeaas himſelfe | 
| teacherh us, to hate Farher and Mother, even to hate them 1 ſay, 
thatis, to be willing to part with them, as if we hated them for Chritts ' 
ſake. And as here the Lord fo provided for Abraham, that he wan- | 
red no friend in any place where ever hecame, a forreine countrey 
| afforded him as much welfare as his native foile could havedone, fo 
whoſoever ſhall looſe any ſuch thing for Chriſts fake, ſhall be ſure to | 
receive in this life an 100. fold, thatis, an hundred times more good ; 
and comfort, then thoſe rhings or perſons could have afforded, yea | 
many times alſoa larger mcalure,and greater number of outward things 
and outward friends. | | | 
/ © | This wasthefirſt croſſebf Alrabam, leaving his conntrey, ſee next | 
' whathe met with in Canaan another countrey, in reſpect of his eſtate 
| and the perſons that were deareſt to him. | = 
2. Was uncer-) Firſt for his eſtate, God gave him no poſſciiton, no not the bredrh 
16> range 4 of a foote, but made him travaile up and downe in tents, without either | 
um i” |certaine houſe or any inheritance. This is a crofſe too, and a thing | 
ſligic pleaſing to fleth and bloud, to be of a flecting condition, not 
(knowing where he ſhall dwell next month or next yeare, to be with- | 
| 'out houſe or home, that he can call hisowne ; by which Godtaught 
\'_Abraham, to uſe the world asthough he uſed it not, and to ſet his | 
| heaxr more upon the things above, becauſe he had fo little ſetledneſſe | 
\inthe things below. The people of God muſt be content to berow- 
[ledas it were up anddowne from place to place, to be inthe Earth as 
'ina Sea, in which they ſhall be rofſed now hither now thither,and have 
| ;No fixed dwelling almoſt, and our Lord Chriſt after he was a Prea- 
'cher, was accuſtomed to ſuch a kind of Pilgrims lite, now in Indea, 
| {now in Galilee, now in Ceſarea, now in Cara, now in Decapolis, hee. 
| - |Ihadnotan houſe to lay his head in. S. Part was likewiſe accuſtomed 
| ' amongſt other miſcrics, to beare this, of having no certaine dwelling | 
'place. If God call any of us to ſuch a condition, it muſt got ſeeme ; 
| | much to us, to cate the bread of ſuch worthy men, nor. topledge | 
5 {| themin theſamecup. Hee whoſe ſoule is not glewed tothe world, ' 
| ' can well endure this kind of tumbling, none other will, unleſſe hee | 
Fl ' beamanrhatloves to wander, | | | 
|.! Safes | , Now for the perſons neere to him, firſt, his Kinſman, thenthoſe of 
- oy | his family. One and onely one Kinſman he had with him, that wee | 
x, In Zot his | reade of, Lot. In himhe ſuffered rwo troubleſome crofles. Firit, | 


2 way upon occaſion of atroublethar fell our betwixtthe ſervants of Lot bod | 
| of 
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of Abraham, they were faine to part habitations. Their riches 
were ſo great, that the land atfoorded not roome for both their herds | 
and flockes, - hence the herdſmen and ſhepheards on both fides had | 
occaſion of jarring about places of paſture. One would have his | 
cattle here, another would have his, and ſo variance grew. _Abra- 
ham ſaw that this variance would proceed farther and farther, andio 


Ez prevent miſchiefe, gives Lot his choice where hee would dwell, ſo 
8 ſaith the Scripture, they were ſeparated a man from his brother, This 


no doubt was tedious to Abraham,that Lotand he might not beneere | 
. neighbours at once, for the event after made ir appeare how deare | 
C Lot wasunto him, and therefore after Lors departure, rhe Lord ap- | 

peared unto Abraham to comfort him, as taking notice what atrouble | 
{1t was unto him. And this kinde ofcrofle doth tall outro men, cither | 
increaſe of riches or want of it, or ſome thing fallerh out, that cau-| | 
ſeth they muſt be ſeparated from their {peciall friends, or ſome un- 
kindneſlc and jarres grow betwixt them, thar their agreement 1s not 
ſo cordiall and hearty as 1: oughtto be. 

Butthenext Croſſe in Zct was worle, for inthe ſpoile of Sodom, he 
was ſpoiled and raken captive by thoſe that rooke the Sodomites cap- 
tive. This comming to Abrahams eares pierced him indeed, that ' 
his loving Couſin who had beene brought up in his houſe with him, | 
and had borne him company in all his peregrination from 7/7 rill al. !' 
moſt thattime, ſhould fall intothe hands of fo cruell enemies, ſhould ; 
have his cattell and goods ſeized upon, and himſelfe, and wite, and 
children, made ſlaves and bondmen. This affliction is uſuall enough 
in the world. Much miſery and diſtrefſe befalls them ro whom wee 
wiſh well,and we ſuffer in their ſufferings whom naturall affetiondoth 
{o indeere us unto, asthat wee cannot but have a fellow-feeling with 
| them in their diſtreſſes,asthe members of the body ſuffer by conſent. 

But a ſecond evill that ! had almoſt forgotten pinched Abrahamin 
Lox, for Lot loſtall in Sodozze and went and dwelt in the Mount, and 
| there lay with his rwo daughrers, and begat of each ef them aſonne. 


|. This was no doubt noifed abroad, it came to Abrahams eares, and 
L filled his heart with a great deale of griefe, that ſuch a man as he had 
| taken Lotto be and found him to be, after God had afflited and 


chaſtenced him, and alſo ſhewed him mercy and delivered him,ſhould 
 runne into ſo monſirons and unnarturall ſfinnes, as to commit inceſt,not 
withone of his daughters which had beene farre too much, but even 
with both of them, one afrerthe other. This I ſay pierced Abrahams 
ſoule to thinke of, he could nor but be ſenſible of all the bitter re- 
F.  proachfull raunrs thatthe true religion of God would ſuffer for this 
n=: crime of Lot, The finnes and crimes of thoſe thatare deare tous, and 
A the reproach thart followes thence, both upon themſelves and ſome- 
| { times uponthe trurh of God which they profeſſe, muſt needs breede 
much GE unto good men, and ſometimes the providence of 
| God fo Uifpoſeth of things, that the people of God ſhall be hum- 
= ſo, as Paw ſaith God would humble him he feared, oy = i 

oul | 
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taxen away 
from him, 


barren. 
Fg 


6. There fell 
out a great 
jarre derwwike 
him and Sg» 
rab. 


4 His wife $4- 
rab was twice 


5. Sarah was ' 
lefle is acrofle wherewith ſome are exerciſed, but ro Abraham it 
- {gainſt his being ſaved, then his being childlefſe. Barrennefle with 


{this aggravation comes not to any of us, andif God had not eaſed this 


_. much tartnefſeand paſſion with him, eagerly and wrongfully charging 


ſhould finde many impenitent ſinners 'in- Corizth , "and it had 
brought anguiſh to ' his heart, that the inceſtuous' man had | 
not alene ſo ſhamefully offended, but alſo becne ' tolerated by 
the Church, as no doubt alſo the heare-ſay of Rubens incelt was 
agreat vexation of heartto /acob, when the report of it was brought 
unto him, 

Now ſee what Abrahams ſuffered in his owne houſe inreſpe of his 
wives and children. | | 

Firſt, his wife Sarah a good woman and deare to' him, was | 
twice taken away from him, once by the King of Zzypr, and after 
by the King of Gerar, andhe could not but be grieved atit fo much | 
the more, becauſe it came to paſle by his owne default and finne,and | 
becauſe ſhee was ſotaken away, as that it was likely every day, that | 
thee ſhould have beene married to another man, or at leaſt have beene | 
made aminiſter to ſerve his luſt. Whar an anguiſh was this thinke 
you? How did this gaule his heart « when he abode alone in his 
Tent, and Sarah, was not in hers, when he lay alone at home and 
Sarah bare him not company, yea when ſhee was perhaps inthe.bo- 
ſomeof another man, to whom he had betrayed her by his cowardly 
| feares and diſſembling, it ſcarce befalleth any of us to mecte with ſuch | 
a crofle in his wife, | 

- Bur ſecondly, Sarah his wife was barren, ſhee had-no children, 

fruirfullnefle and ſhee were parted, asthe Holy Ghott noteth. This | 
{ afflition hath befallen many good women, and it was ſo much the 
more bitter to C4brabam, becauſe he did not intend totake any other 
woman, butthat at laſt - Sarah when her ſelf was now by meanes of 
age paſt all hope, did carneſtly perſwade him unto it. To bechild- | 


(was a worſe crofle then ordinary, becauſe the want of a childe was 
'tohim the want of fſalvationtoo, for himſelfe and all Nations wereto 


| be bleſſed in his ſeede : Sothar if hee had had no ſonne, hee could 
| have had no Heayen, and nothing ſtood ag a ſtronger objection a- 


| burden to Abraham, by often renewing the promiſe of a child unto him, | 
doubtleſſe it would have affiited him ſore. | 
| But another crofle in. Sarah upon occaſion of Hagar, there fell out 
,agreat jarre betwixt him and Sarah, and ſhee that ever before had 
ſhewed herſelfe a dntifull and reſpeQive wife, now brake forth into 


; him to maintaine Hagar againſt her, and tobe the cauſeof her ſtub- 
| borne and contemptuous carriage. This ſounded harſhly in _1bra- | 
' hams eares, and this language was tedious, teybeſo rated by Sarah, it ) 
| made him thinke the caſe ſtrangely altered.” Indeed he by his wiſ- | 
| dome calmed the tempeſt very ſoone,- it continued not long, bur it 
| was a ſoure thing for the time; many -aman hath the ſame trouble for 
| matter, bur more frequent and more laſting. A wives paſſions a an 
1US- 
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husbands ſufferings, her anger and diſcontentand brawles with maides 
and men and children ſometimes fall upon him, and ſhee is ready 
cauſeleſly to quarrell with him, when ſhe is difpleaſed with them, 
this croſle is ſo much the more tedious, by how much a man doth 
more affe& and love his wife, and ſometimes too it is aggravated 
by this, that hee hath ſome way beene an occaſion of it though unwit- | 
ringly, 

Bur laſtly, Abraham buried Sarah, ſhe died before him, and he was | 5. $4r4b dicg 
| faineto part with her unto the duſt, Thiscalamuty falleth upon many | bctore him, 
men to bury their wives, but to many it is not a calamity, they know | 
how very quickly to make this affliction nothing, by a ſpeedy brin- | 
ging in of another : but-to Abraham who loved Sarah and had Jong | 
lived with her, it muſt needes be matter of ſorrow, and fo the Scrip- | 
ture witneſſeth ſaying, Hee roſe up from befere his dead, whether hee ha | Gen,23.3. 
gone before to mourne and weepe for her. Theſethings he ſuffered in his | 


! 


wife Sarah. | | 
N ow in his Concubine Zazar, firſt her ill carriage to Sarah was s. He ſuftered 


| ſurely a griete to Abraham, when two {uch perſons fall at oddes, hee | in Hagars ill 


|thar is a common friend ro both ſuffers in both. The cuſtome of | Free ©. 


Poligamie is weeded out of the Chriſtian world, ſo that mennow are | her running a- 


happicr then to be vexed with the mutuall brawling ofrwo Antago- | wy being 
niſts, as | may call them: but now the contentions of neere friends do | Med: 
fill out ſomewhat bitter ſometimes, to them that Jove both ſo wellthar 
they know not where to take part. 

Secondly, When ſhee was now great by him, ſhe ran away from 
him and Sarah, and carried the fruite of his body away with her. This 
nodoubtgrieved Abraham, he tooke her alone for defire of of-ſpring, 
not to farisfie luſtfull deſires, and now when ſhe promiſed ſeede, and 
his heart was raiſed up with expectation of a ſonne, to have all his 
hopes daſhed by the quarrels that Sarah had with her, ſhe beinggone 
away, and hee knowing not where to have her, nor how to procure 
| her rerurne, nor what was become of her, nor of his child where- 
' with ſhe went, and which was deare unto him, even now before he _ 

ſaw itin the world. This ſurely put him to much griefe and ſorrow. 
This crofle is not very uſuall, to have a great bellied wife runne from 
a man, bur if ſuch a kind of deſertion ſhall befall any, either hee muſt | 
| be very reſpeRleſle of his wite, orelſe it would bea corraſtve unto 
' him. 
But a worſe crofle or as bad befell him after, for ar laſt the Lord | 9: Fie< was 
6 k F made to di- 
| made him to divorce Hagar, and to ſend her quite away, never| vorce Hagar 
' againe to live with him. This wasas bad and worſe thento burie her. | and ſend ker 
| If God do even ſeparate a mans wife from him, either his affeQion | TY 
to her is little, orelſe his griefe for her will be much, bur hee had 
Sarah his firſt wife, and that ſerved to mitigate the putting away of 
his ſuperadded woeman. | 
| So you ſee his domeſticall afflitions in his wife, now conſider 
what hee ſuffered in his childeren, 1. In 1/hmael whom hee had firſt, 
| N : hel 


| 
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| hee was faine to baniſh him, or excommunicate him whether you 
10. Hee was | . - . X | 

forced cochraft Will, or both, this was an hard thing to him, hee had but two ſonnes | 
{yur ef and now hee muſt thruſt one out of his family for ought that hee | 
's fant | knew, never to ſee him againe, Hee muſt adyenture him to the } 
wide world, and ſcnd him abroad with his mother, in all proba- | 
bility of reaſon to ſtarve or begge hee knew not whether. Would it; 
not grieve and trouble any of you? to ſend a pretty youth about | 


|2douzen or ten ycarcs 01d out of his houſe, without any thing buta 
| 


bag and a bottle, not knowing what hee would doe, or whether | 


[hee muſt goc : yet God tried Abraham thus, hee muſt learne 
[to trult Gods word without meanes and above hope. Thw pro- 
'miſe was, that God would make him a grcar man, and now 
God began to performe promiſe, by ſeeming ro make him a 
|begger; If God ſeeme to threaten us with beggerie in our po- 
'ſterity, wee muſt conſider, thar ſuch- a crofle ſeemed to bee 
ruſhing upon Abraham ,, but God found meanes to make that 
ſonne great, tro whom hce was nor ſuffered to give any thing, 
that it might be made cvident, thar it is caſte with God to inrich a 
[man caſt ourand deſtitute of all friends. 4 
ir. Hee was | But Abraham had another ſonne, fee the Troſles thar befell him 
crolſed in Iſa in Iſaac, Firſt hee waitcd Jong for him $cfore hee had him. 
many iy 'T 0 be long deferred from enjoying a thing promiſed and hoped 

for, is a burden ſomewhat tedious, if a man have not faith and pa- 

'tience in ſome good meaſure and quantity. Thus God tried Abra- 

| ham, hee lived twenty five ycarcs after the promiſe of a large of- 
ſpring, before he imbraced the ſame which the promiſe pointed to. 
How could wee brooke the deferring of. a promiſe rwenty five 
ycares 2 : 

But when hee had him, was the laſt triall and worſt of all; 
hee muſt take him and ride with him a long journey of three 
dayes to a certaine mountaine, and there hee muſt offer him up 
to God for a burnt offering, here God tried Abraham to the 
quicke. Hee muſt denie naturall affeftion, in killing a fonne ſo 
deare unto him, and that atrhisage : If God ſee fit to have him, 
why did hee not call for him when hee was a young childe, 
before hee had filled his heart with ſo intenſe love and carneſt 
[expeQation ;z If hee will have him now, why cannot hee ſend 

\ ſome diſeaſe to fetch him, bur the Father muſt murder the ſonne : 

[ſo nature muſt give place to Gods commandement. Hee muſt 

alſo denie his credir in the world, and expoſe himſelfe tro moſt 
- jharſh, and in ſhew juſt cenſure of all men, yea of his familie and 

| of his wife Sar4h too, whole gricte for her flaughtered ſonne muſt 
|needes cauſe her to lade her husband with grievous complaints, 
[and +13 appearance alſo righrcous. Yea hee muſt in ſome ſence 
'contradi& and crofle even faith it ſelfe, by ſlaying him in whom the 
| Lord had faid unto him, 1» ifadc ſhall thy ſerde be called. Thus | 
faith muſt conquer nature, conquer credit, and conquer it _ 
h | whic 
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which alſo it did in Abraham : For hee conſidered that God was able to raiſe 
| him up againe from the dead, from whence in a figure hee had received him, 
| So it ſecmcth good to God, to put his ſervants hard to it, and to re- 
 ]quireſuch things at their hands, as cannot bur bee very difficult won 
by | them. 

Thus you have heard of Abrahams life, now at laſt hee died in | 4brabams 

peace and ina goodold age, aftcr he had lived 175.yeares, not ſo long _ 
as his Fathers and fore-fachers, God ſtill ſhortening the age of 
man uſually, thar he might putthem and us in mind: of | 
our latrer end, and make us carcfull to prepare | 
for it continually. 
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ſoir isalſo ſaid ro Godly woemen concerning | 
\ ' Sarah, whoſe daughters yee are as long as yee doe | 
y" well, &c. So that ſhee is honoured with this | 
—= Y= I title of being the mother of beleevers, as hee 
| ED [ef \ V- was the Father. Having therefore ſet before 
7 CN © you the example of Abraham, wee proceede |. 
ro conſider theexample of Sarah his wife. Let 
us ſee 1, Her birth, 2.Herlife, 2.Her death. 
Concerning her birth, her Father is knowne, her Mother is not 
| KNOWNC. Shee had the ſame Father with Abraham, not the ſame 
| Mother, for fo he telleth 4bimelech ſaying, Gen.20.12. Shee s indeed 
| my ſiſter, the daughter of my Father, nos the daughter of my mother, and 
' ſhee became my wife. For as yet God had not forbidden ro marry with 
{any of the kindered of ones fleſh as after hee did, ſo that as yet hee 
might lawfully take his ſiſter by the one fide tobe his wife, the con- 
ſort of his bed, and ſhee was borne 10. yeares after Abraham, for it is 
Jorma 1 that when 1ſaac was borne, ſhee was 90. yeares of age and 
hea 100. So was ſhe 10. yeares younger then himſclfe, and he ex- 
ceeded her in age 10. yeares, as it is meete though not neceſſary, that . 
the husband be ſomewhar elder then his wife, Gen.21.5. Abraham 
N 3 WAs 


© SBADB S Abraham is called the Father of the Faithfull, 
. 
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was a hundred yeares old when his ſonne Iſaac was borne to him. Gen. 
| 17.17. Shall Sarah that s ninety yeares old beare? 1o it is manifeſt, 
*| thatthere was the difference of ten yeares berwixt Abraham and Sarah. | 
| And this is all we have to ſay of her Birth. : 


Her life, Now concerning her life, wee will looke into her car- 
riage good and bad, and then to the things that befell her good and 
bad. | 


——_ Y —_— 


1. Her verrues | Firſt then for that which was good in her, in reſpe& of God, man, 

: Hertuth. | nd her ſelfe. For God, ſhee is commended for her fairh, for the 

Author to the Hebrewes telleth us, That by faith ſhee received ſtrength 

to conceive ſeede, and was delivered of a ſonne when ſhes was paſt age, 

becauſe ſhee waz perſwaded that hee was faithfull which had promiſed, 

What Faith is, | where you ſce rhe nature of faith, it is an acknowledging of Gods 

| fairhfullneſſe, a giving him the honour of his faich, and ſetting vo 

| ones ſeale thus God is true, Faith cauſcth the minde of a-man to ſub- 

'mit it ſelfe ro the Word of God, and to be aſſured thar hee can and ; 

| will keepe promile, for to the promite of God it Jookerh principally, 

and this faith will cauſe a man to receive power from God to doe ; 

thoſe things, which otherwiſe of himſeite he wanted all power to 

doe. This faith will make a weake man ſtrong, it will put fruitfull- 

neſſe into a barren wombe, and lite and ſtrength into a dead body, 

ir will make a barren ſoule fruitfull in good workes, and make the 

 heartto conceive the Word fo as to bring forth the fruit of good li- 

virg, whereto of it ſelfe it is as unable, as a body paſt age is unapt 

to bring forth a childe. Conſider therefore, whether you have got- 

ren ſuch a faith into your hearts, as makes you fruirfull of good 

workes; If we beleeve Gods promiſes faithfully, it will ſub-miniſter 

ſtrength to produce all ſorts of good workes, which otherwiſe the q 

heart of it ſe]lfe would never prodfice. For he that beleeveth Gods | 

promiſes ſhall obtaine ſtrength from God to obey his holy Com- | 

mandement, and according tothe ſtrength of it, to abound in good c 

workes of all ſorts. Faith is a ſtrong grace and puts a new power in- K 

tothe ſoule by \which it ſhall be fir to doe good workes. We have ; 

more largely diſcourſed of the nature of faith in the Example of 
LAbraham,whois alſo commended for faith, 

| Then Sarah in reſpe& of Avraham her husband had two worthy 

: Shee obevea VENUES»" Firſt, ſhee obeyed Abrahams her husband, Secondly, thee 

her busband, | reverenced him, and that in her heart and tongue too, for ſhee called 

him Sir when ſhee thought of him in heart. Her obedicnce ſhewed 

it ſelfe in acheetefull forwardnefſle to prepare things neceſſary to en- 

|rertaine Angels that came unto her in the likeneſſe of men, for it is S-: 

Gcn.18.6, | ſaid, CAbraham haſted into the Tent to Sarah, and bad her quickly | 

| make ready three meaſures of finc flower and make cakes upon the hearth, | 

| which ſhee did accordingly without grumbling or deterring. Shee 

| did pot oppoſe her husband and demand, husband, you know not 

| what theſe men be? nor whence they come? why ſhould you make 

ſuch care to prepare for them ? but without any more adoe, at her 

| -.  hus- 
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- | husband. | 


[ro him, orin ſpeaking of him before others, by whom it might be 
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husbands commandement, ſhee gate all things ready according to 
his defire. This is a commendable thing in a wife, and is to be 
followed by all you godly women, who would be counted daugh- 
ters of Sarah; if your husbands with you to doe things honeſt and 
lawfull, you muſt addreſle your ſelves not to make your objeRions, 
but to yecld your cheerefull obedience according to S. Pavls 
commandement, that ſaith, Wives bee ſubjett to your husbands in all 


things. 
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If any ſay, that this was but a ſmall matter, 

I anſwer, trne, butitis reported as it were a taſte of her good diſ- 
poſition in this matter, and a figne of her durifull obedience, the 
glory whereof the Holy Ghoſt giveth her more generally, ſaying, 
that ſhee obeyed her b15band, meaning, conſtantly and generally ſhee 
ſubmitted her ſelte and was obedient. 

Secondly, itis notedof her, that ſhee reverenced her husband, 
which is alſo commanded to wives by S. Bazl, ſaying, Let the wife 
ſee that ſhee feare ber husband. Loe it is earneſtly charged upon wo- 
men, they muſt looke to it rhat they yeeld ir : Letthe wife, that 
is, every Wife, ſce, that is, carefully looke to it, and not make 
ſhifts or pretend excuſes, bur ſes, that ſhze doe it, even feare her | 


Thete is a double feare,one which maketh onetremble and flie from 
the thing feared as hur-full and miſchievous , ſo as men doe 
feare a Lyon or Beare, torunne from him as faſt as rhey can, that 
hee may not teare us in pieces, ſuch a feare as this is not required, 
Another feare is, feare of offending, wronging, or grieving the per- 
ſon feared, flying and ſhunning all ſuch things as would difpleaſe 
him and make him conceive with diſlike an irreſpecivenefle of him. 
This is the feare of the wife, not to dareto diſpleaſe her husband or 
anger him, not ſo much leaſt he ſhould flie upon her with reproofes 
and blowes, asleaſt ſhee ſhould be an inſtrument of griefe to one, 
whom ſhee loveth and honourcth by her undutifullnefſe and rude- 
neſle. And it muſt be nored that thee did ſo reverence hirg as to 
call him Lord. And how did ſhee call him Lord? nor in ſpeaking 
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rold him againe what ſhee had ſaid, but whenſhee thought of him 
or ſpake of him with the inward ſpeech of her heart, which none 
could relate againe,butGod who hath related this to her praiſe. Forthar 
title ſhee gave him evenin her inward cogitations, whenſhe ſaid inher 
ſelfe at the hearing of the Angels promiſe,that ſhe ſhould have a ſon, 
Shall Thawve pleaſure after 1 have waxed old, my Lord being old alſo. 
So the reverence of a good wife ſhould be hearty, and cauſe her 
when ſhee doth but thinke of her husband, even then to give atitle 
of due reſpe&t. Wherefore to give rude and undecent termes to an 
husband, ſuch as would but become a Miſtrefle ſpeaking to her 
bondman, Ned, Tacke, Dick, Tom, Robbin, is even a little too 
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much familiarity in a wife, ſavouring of ſome degree of contempt. | 
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The ground of theſe two duties, reverence and obedience, is the 
image of God in the husband : For he doth ſtand in Gods roome 


over her becanſe «s Chrift is the Head of his Charch, ſo i the hus- 
band the Av: head, and the woman u the glory of the man, meaning, 
one that is made to bring ſome glory and honour to him. 

Now by this fruit. pf Sarahs obedience which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath noted, it is prooved that Sarah was huſwifely in her houſe, 
even as a woman that could itirre about in her family, and looke 
rothe diſpatching of neceſſary affaires by her ſervants and them in 
her family. For had ſhee becne a coy and nice or idle and floath- 
full dame, ſhee would ncither have 'drefled meale, nor kneaded it, 
nor made cakes of it, nor{cene to the baking of them, nor yet have 
followed her maid-ſervants, and looked thar they ſhould have beene 
diligent in this bufincſle. | 

Further in reſpe& of her ſfonne Tſar, ſhee was a very loving Mo- 
ther and nurſed him with her owne breaſis, and thought it a duty 
for her ſo ro doe, for ſo it is noted of her that ſhee ſaid by way of 
thankefull wondering at the benefit, who would have ſaid to Abra- 
ham that Sarah ſhould have given children ſuck ? for 7 have borne 
him a ſonnc in hi old age, as if thee confeſſed, that giving a childe 
ſacke ſhould not be ſeparated from bearing him. And indeed na- 
ture doth manifeſily call upon women for this duty, for ro what 
purpoſe hath God given them breſts* as it were bottles, at thattime 
repleniſhed with ſuch a fir and well pleaſing toode for the babe, 
ſurely nor to milke out onthe ground, not to draw it backe by me- 
dicines and devices, but to give it to the new inhabitant of the 
world, with whom it came into the world. So ſoone as a woman 
bath a childe in her wombe ready to bring forth, ſhee hath alſj 
milke in her breſts fir for its feeding, and is not this as much, as(if 
| the Lord ſhould ſpeake unto her and ſay, I would have you take 
| care ro bring up this childe which thou haſt brought forth , 
'with this nouriſhment, which I have laid up in ſtore for it, for 
ſurely God and nature make nothing in vaine. This loving part 
of Sarah is more conſiderable in reſpe&t of her age and 
her greatneſle of eſtate and houſehold, for ſhee was ninety years 
old, and might in that reſpe&t have ſeemed warranted to have 
giver her ſelfe a diſpenſation from this ſervice, and to have'ſaid, 
ſhould a woman of mine age endure the labour of watching' and 
waking and looking to achilde, and'induring all its froward fits and 
a number of attendance « why may I not ſet it to a younger woman 
ſtronger and better ableto doe it then my ſelfe 2 Shee was wife to 
Abraham, a man of great place and ſtate, fellow to a King, with 
whom Kings ſought to be in covenant, and ſhould ſuch awoman as 
I? might ſhee have objected, ſubmit my ſelfe to this meane and la- 
borious office, may not [hire anotherto doc ir for mee « mine hus- 
band, might ſhee have ſaid, is agreat man and withalf hoſpitall. If 
he bring in men of place and faſhion, muſt Tbe hindred from intertai- 
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ning them by dandling a childe and being made unhandſome and 
unfit for company with rending a babe? might not another doe this as 
wellasI 2 of whom ſuch intertaining would not be expedted. A- 
gaine, have I nor avery great houſchold © mult TI leave the care of | 
looking tothem for ſuckling of achilde es which another ordinary bo- 
dy may ins as well as my ſclfe, that will not performe the dury of 


over-ſeding mine houſe. Sarah made noſuch excuſes, but when ſhe 
had botne Abraham a ſonne ſhee would alſo give the childe ſucke. 
And truly, this duty is a very good duty, and grounded upon very | 
good reaſon ; For who doth not ſee 2 that it is a very great 
meanes of cauſing Mothers ro grow in tendernefle of love to 
their children, and fo of making children afterwards more dutifull 
ro them. 
| Laſt of all, Sarah in regard of her ſclfe did apparell her ſclfe 
with modcſt and not over-coſtly attire, for 5. Peters words pto- 
pound her to bee imitated by the good women in that par- 
ticular, ſaying, ſo did the godly women that feared God in former t1me 
attire themſelves as Sarah, and ſhee is manifelily brought in for a pat- 
rerne of this vertue, even decent, not flaring nor over-chargeable 
garments. The Holy Ghoſt hath given women warning in two 
places of this duty both by the pen of S. Paul and S. Peter, whoſe 
adorsing (faith he) let it zot be that outward adorning of plating the 
haire, wearing of gold, and putting on of apparell, but let it bethe hidden 
man of the heart, in the ornament of 4 meeke and quiet ſpirit, and $. 
Parl faith, Not with bra'ded haire, or gold, or f pear or coſtly attire, 
but as beſeemeth women profeſiing godlineſſe with goo4 workes, mecke- 
nefle, quietneſſe, good workes, theſe muſt be the jewels and orna- 
ments of agood woman, gaudie and wanton tricks of frizling, plat- 
ting, curling the haire,and ſumpruoſity in gallant things and chargeable 
muſt not be looked after by good women. This tricking and trim- 


ming doth nothing bur allure the eyes of beholders, and call wanton 
| eyes to play with them. Ir doth nothing but ſpeake forth their haughti- 
 neſſe and ſelfe-conceit, 

{ 1 knowirt is lawfull for women of rich eſtate and high place to 


be ſure not to be givenroſuch things, nor to be more coſtly then their 
husbands purſes and places will beare, norto be ſumptuous this way, 
rhat if their coſtes about workes of mercy were laid in ballance againſt 
their colt in attire,the former would proove in a manner nothingto the 
latter. 

For moſt times it prooves true, no women more niggardly and pin- 
ching to any good worke of bounty or mercy, then thoſe that are 
moſt coſtly and finiſhin their coates. Thoſe that are ſo curions and 
coſtly inattire, are hard and neere in good workes, and ſo doe gaine 
© themſclves reproach and contempt in ſteed of that credit 
and good eſteeme, which they thinke their garments doe bring 
them. | 
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weare jewels, filke, purple, ſcarlet, gold, filver, but women muſt | 


4 


| 


You 


| 


4.4 VIII «nn tn AA 9 IG. 4 an, 14% © rage nu EAR AM 2:6 
, Py] b " mm Tus "- 


T0 th SPB AIEE LIMB Gs: EA RAE Ada hay og Oo > AAA 48 1 og oe ie Re ag 94 hr tens » ar Breetc Spe 4. n 5 tA ES ARSE AIAN 4 ct 2 tat 
* 


LEES ORs A \ on Po ths 6 te + 
$64 68 . v 


nth ASE 12/95 ISS 

* het 6 EDEN a. et a INS SP et og 

pw ——— my » ” oy <4 —_——— " * 
VU 


Sarabs faults, 


I- Shee was 


weake in faith 


Gen.I $.1 2, 


Ver.11. 


Ver.14. 


You ſee Sarahs vertues, compare your ſelves with her now. And 
thoſe thar finde themſelves like her in ſome degree, viz. faithfull 
in beleeving Gods Word, eſpecially his promiſes, obedient. and 
reyerent to their husbands, that have nurſedtheir owne children, and 
doe not curiouſly and ſumpruouſly ſer up themſelves in their attire ; 
Letthem be commended, ler their conſciences approove them and 
give them comfort in being found like to this godly Matrone. Ir is 
ancxcellent thing to tread in the paths of thoſe women Gods owne 
pen hath renowned for gratious and vertuous, and hath borne wit. 
nefle of their uprightneſſe and ſalvation, We may with ſome good war- 
rant promiſe our ſelves to obtaine fayour of God and eternall life 
with them, whoſe godly converſation we have followed. Shee that 
looking her ſelfein this glaſſe of Sarah findes her ſelfe to reſemble 
her in faith, in obedience, and reverence toward her husband, in 
doing ſuch good offices to her children, and in comely and nor over- 
coſtly arraying her ſelfe muſt bleſſe the name of God, thar harh fa- 
ſhioned hercarriage according to the mould of ſo excellent perſons. 
Bur thoſe that inſteed of theſe vertues, ſhall finde themſelves de- 
formed and diſguiſed with rhe contrary vices, are to be greatly aſha- 
med and humbled, and admoniſhed to repent. And all the women 
that would have the comfort of being daughters to Sarah, muſt !a- 
bour togettheſe graces and to abound in them. Sce that you be du- 
_ and good wives, and pray to God to make you ſuch as was 
Sarah. 

And now lctus conſider the weakeneſſes of Sarah. Firt;ſhee was 


| weake in faith, for this cauſed her to give Hagar to Abraham hor | - 


husband, and fo to bring the finne-of Poligany into the Church of 
God wherewith ir may ſeeme it. was not polluted before. Sh-e 
doubted leaſt her ſelfe ſhould not be fruitfull, and therefore brought 
Hagar to him, to trie whether the promiſed feed might come of 
her, and yet once more ſhe* bewrayed more unbelecfe, when the 
Angcll of God told eAbraham in her hearing, that he ſhould have a 
ſonne by her at the time of life, ſhee laughed ar the promiſe of God 
as at athing ridiculous and impoſſible, ſaying, <Afrer 7 am old ſhall 
I have pleaſure ? and mv Lord being 0d alſo, for the Scripture ſaith, 
Shee w is oldanditceaſed to be with her after the manner of women. Sec 
how when God promiſed a thing in nature and reaſon utterly impoſ- 
ſible, ſhee ſo farre forgat the Omnipotent power of God, as ro think 
ſure ircould never come to paſſe, though Go1 had promiſed ir, and 
= Angell reprooved her, ſaying, Shall any thing be tmpoſable with 
Goa ? 

Thus the people of: God doe ſometimes ſtagger at the promiſe of 
God through unbeleefe, when God faith one thing and reaſon ſaith 
the contrary, they conſult with l:th and bloud, and credit their owne 
reaſon above the authority of God which ſpeakerh ro them. This is 
agrear faulr, and rendech much ro the diſhonour of God, as if his 
power werc limited by the rules of reaſon, or by the courſe of m— 
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and did not cxceede our reaſon and ſtand quite above the power of 
nature. . Wee muſt ſee this ſinne in our ſelves, labouring to be hum- 
bled at it but not diſcouraged, for this weakenefſe of faith may 
{well ſtand with the truth of faith, not he hath no faith atall who is 
many times troubled with doubting, but he which yeelds to it andis 
j; OVETCOMEC by it. : 
| Wee mukt alſo ftrive towaxe ſtrong in faith, by putting our {elyes 
;1n minde of Gods Omnipotency and faithfullnefle, as Sarah did at 
length, forthe Apoſtle witnefſeth, that fhee judged him farthfull which 
. {had promiſed, and thoſe promiſes which we muſt labour ſtedfaſtly to 
; beleeve, are the promiſes of God to pardon our finnes, and write 
' his Law in our hearts, and to make us able to walke in his waies, and 
crowne us at laſt with lite and glory, norwirhſtanding our finnes and 
-{imperfetions. Though the performance of theſe promiſes feeme to | 
; us as impoſſible as that a dry woman ſhould be a mother, yer we muſt | 
labourto reſt upen them, becauſe of the fidelity of himthat hath pro- 
miſedto perfe& his-power in our weakenefle. 

Another fault of Sarahs, wasthis, that once ſhee forgat her felfe to 
her husband, and was full of anger and difcontent, wrongfully char- | 1g: y, falſely 
ging him to take her maides part againſt her, ſaying, My wrong be| ns wap > 
on thee for I have given my maide into thy boſome, and row 1 am deſpiſed \ Gen.1s.z, 
in her ſight. Tt was true, that Hazardid fleight her too much,burthart | 
_Abrabam was guilty of this fault by bearing out Hager in it, that 
was altogether falſe, as ,his' anſwer prooveth plainely, for hee} 
ſaith , thy made s in thine hand, doe with her what thou wilt, | Vaſc, 
So Sarahs anger made her uſe falſe accuſations againſt her hus- 
band. 

g | Be humbled yee wives, if you have chafed with your husbands 
and carried your ſelves injuriouſly towards them in words, Sarah did 
this,but ſhe did itnot oft,it was this one time alone,ſfo farre as weread, 
in other things fhee behaved her ſelfe meckely and reverently. O 
looke to your felves, that you offend not continually in that thing = 
wherein this good woman offended once alone, and no more, for 
d this once was cventoo much, keepe downe anger therefore and Jet 
it not breake out againſt your husbands, | | 

And you husbands, learne though your wives doe tranſgrefſe ſome- 
times, nbt to be harſh with them againe, bur heale their errours 
with the ſpirit of meckenefſe as Abraham alſo did. Shee 
muſt blame her ſclfe, bur ſhee may bee indued with grace for all 
this. 

But another weakenefſe of Sarah 1s, that ſhee was. ſomewhat too | z. Sheewas | . 
rough with Hegr, inſfomuch that Heger could not indure ir, for if| Emewhat rc0 
ſhee was ſo violent in words with Abraham, what doe youthinke her yrs 
carriage was tothe maide, yea ſhee was ſomething too earneſt againſt | 
Iſhmael and her too, when nothing would ſerve her, butthat ſhe muſt 
have them both together caſt out of doores. For though God bad 
Abraham doe according to her words, it followeth nor thence, ba 

ce 


Gun. Sarah, Hapar. 


Heb.z1.z2. 


2.Shee being 


—__— 


—_— 


| | ſhe was nor overpaſſionate in ir. God for a miſterie would have it 
| | done, and yet Sarah might oftend in doingit. So good peopleare apt | 


terneſſe againſt them. 
4. Shedidem Another fault of Sarahs was, that ſhee diſſembled at her husbands 


ved ar ker | requeſt, and that two ſeveral! rimes, ſaying ſhee was his fiſter, and 
queſt ſo ſaying it, that thoſe ro whom thee ſpake, might thinke ſhee was 

none of his wife, for that was the intention both of Abraham and. 
Sarah, Itis a weakenelle in wives ſometimes to be led by rheir huſ- 
bands, to doe that thar is cvili, and to joyne with them in ſinne. Here 
Srah hazarded her chaſtitie to content her husband, to ſatisfie his 


feares, ſhe was like to have brought herſelie and others into a fearefull ' 
{inne, | 


This fault muſt be reformed by good wives amoneft others,. and. 
they muſt reſolve not to ſinne againſt God for their husbands ſakes, | 
fearing his diſpleaſure more then the danger of their husbands or their | 
anger, Indeede in ſaying yay to ſuch motions of their husbands, they | 


muſt uſe reverence, and do it in acalme and quict manner, but refule | 


Fi they muſt, being warned by the example of Sarah. 
| 5. She lyed. Sarahs laſt fault was, that thee denied her laughter tothe Angell, 
when ſhee had finned in laughing. To lye in a paſſion for feare of 


| 


blame, denying that one hath done athing which indeed one hath 
| done, that ſo one may eſcape reprehenſion or correction, is a finne 
|to which mans nature is very ſubject, ſpringing trom the want ofthe 
feare of God, and from an exceſſive carnall love to ones ſelfe, and 
; deſire of his owne temporall ſafety. This fault you may reade, Ger. 
(18.15. Readeitnot to doethelike, but to amend itand to be moved | 
to repentof it, if you have committed it. 
| Now then let us refle upon our ſelves, and conſider of our owne 
carriage, both to condemnethe like faults in our ſelves, andre beare 
with them inothers without bitter cenſuring, and ſo we ſhall profitby 
[the knowledge of their evill deedes. 
Sarabs bene. | Now let us confider the benefits that Sarah enjoyed. Shee had all 
firs, thoſe common benefits of health and ſtrength and the like, which 
; God doth uſually beſtow upon all men, but beſides ſhe enjoyed excel- 
| lent benefits, | 
| Shee was a  Thefirſt, that God gave her faith and ſaving grace, pardoned and 
holy wocman. paſſed by her offences, and ſanRified her and hath ſaved her ſoule, 
; notwithſtanding her faulrs. This is the mercy of mercics, that God 
| pleaſeth ro ſanRifie and pardon, and ſave a man, for if he be ſanctified 
| he is pardoned and ſhall be ſaved, what profit hath any one of other 
things if he want this, and ſo be damned for ever, after alittle content | 
| enjoyed here, | | "| 
| Let ustherefore labour to' finde this goodnefle of God to us, let us | 
| humbly pray him that made Sxrahgodly, to make us ſo roo. If when 
© þ | we reade of this worke 6f his grace to others, we praiſe him for it, 
| he will graunt.it to us as well as tothem. The Lord is able tomake 


. | any / 


LIMI 


'G E Ne Hapar, Sarah. | Crare.n,&c. | 145 


any other man or woeman godly as well as Sarah. Shee hadas bad a 
nature, and as unable to make her ſelfe good as wee have, for ſhe alſo 
was a daughter of Adam. Therefore if you find your ſelves yer not 
to be indued with faith and holinefle, take notice of theſe wants, and 
goe to the throne of grace for grace, beſecching the Lord to fulfill 
his covenant to you, in giving you his Spirit ro make you his chil- 
dren, and it ſhall be unto you according to your conſtant and humble 
| ſ{upplicarions. 

| And thoſe whom God hath beene pleaſed to deale fo graciouſly 
|with, lerthem heartily and conſtantly praiſe him, labouring to make 
+ all croſſes ſeeme nothing to them in compariſon of this bencfir. Say, 
though I bee poore, deſpiſed, afflicted, yet God hath given mee 
fome faith and ſome holineſle, and begunto ſanRtifie and will preſerve 
me in this cſtateto life eternall. What cauſe have Ito be diſcouraged 
at croſſes; ro make one truely godly, though they be not without 
their faults,is the worthieſt ofall mercies.In Heaven the Saints rejoyce 
in God, and are not interrupted in his ſervice, by remembrance of 
| former afflitions, we one carth ſhould labour ſo to be glad in hope 
of that cternall weight of glory, thar neither feeling of preſent miſeries 
nor feare of future, ſhould much hinder us therein. 

Secondly, Sarah had agogly husband, and did partake with him | 2. Shee had > 
of his riches, honours, credit and all the good things which hee en- _ 
joyed. This is agreat favour to a wife, if ſhe be married to a good | waswell eftec- 
and holy man, and a man alſo of convenient eſtate and good eſteeme, | =. 
that ſhe may be comforted by his goodneſle, ſhewing it ſelfe ingood 
| carriage towards him, and may taſte the ſweetneſle of his good and 
| of his credit,* To have an yoake-fellow that can patiently beare with 
| ones wants, that is diligent and truſty, and ſo provideth for his fa- 
E | {mily that nothing is wanting to her ſelfe and family, that lives in ſo 
good repute as ſhe for his ſake is better reſpected ; in a word, ſuch a 
one as is a comfort and credit to her, a ſaviour of his body as indeed 
— {the husband ſhould. be, is a ſingular benefit. She hath a great bleſſing 
that hath ſuch a husband, and muſt not forget to be much and often 
thankfull, yeathough in ſome things he may be faulty, to the hur- 
ting, and hazarding, and bringing crofles both upon himſelfe and 
her, as twice Abraham did though an excellent man. Take notice of 
this favour, and learne to be carefull in doing your duties, ſo much 
the rather, becauſe your hnsbands be yertuous. | 

But nexr, ſhe had 7ſaac at length, if God give a woman children | 3- Shee had « 
and good children, godly and holy, partakers of the bleſſing of God | $97 <Þilde. 
intheir ſoules, that 1s a benefi; to the wife as well as tothe husband. 
She ſhall have joy of ſuch achild as well as hee, both the parents of 
righteous children ſhall have joy of them. Let woemen as well as' 
men acknowledge this mercy, wee ſee that thoſe which are croſſed 
in children are much troubled atir, ſhould not thoſe whom God doth 
I free from thar little croſle, giving them the contrary mercy, learne to 
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4. God deli | Bur further, God did vouchſate to deliver her twice out of that 
vered hirewice: miferie inro which twice ſhe had caſt her ſelfe by her owne fault, IF 
oa: ot et? any one by their owne unbelecfe, carnall tcares, or other evill bcha- 
Fad caft her”! Viour, have thruſt themſelves into the brambles, and God by his 
beth, | ſpeciall providence and care hath granted them an happy iflue and 
eſcape, they muſt even admircQ.and applaud Gods goodnefle, that 
f ' hath ſo undeſervedly pittied them, and paſſing by their taults hath car- 
, ried himſclfe fatherly ro them. Sarah by ſaying I am Abrahams 
ſiſter, procured, that ſhe was taken by Pharaoh to be his wite, God 
hindered Pharavh from comming neere her, and after by a dreame 
| [warned him of the matter, and ſo hee diſmifled Sarah untouched. 
| After ſhe offended in like manner againe, and againe the Lord in 
like manner delivered her: what a graciouſnefle of God was this ? 
| She knew not in the world what to doe, ſhe had intangled her ſelfe 
in a ſaare and could not get out, now God hee ſets in, hee brea- | 
keth the ſnare and fers her at liberty. Without doubt Sarah and 
' Abraham both were exceeding glad of this eſcape, and praijed God 
for ir, | 

{If by the meere providence of God without any fault of our hand, 
| miſcries breake in upon us, and then we crie to Godand bereſcued, | 
we have cauſe to acknowledge it asagreqt favour. How much more 
\then when he drawes us out of the cvills into the which we have finne- 
' fully thruſt our owne ſelves, ſending ſome ſuch meancs of helpe as 
we could never conceive of, or procure to our felves. Call to mind 
ſuch deliverances, to praiſe God with great tervency and humilicy 
forthem, and learne both to truſt upon his goodnefle after the more 
ſtedfaſtly, eſpecially, if more then once wee have thus inſnared our 
ſelves, and more then once the Lord hath pittied us and helped us, 
we muſt never ceaſe wondering art his goodnefle, reſolving alſo to 
take heed of ever provoking him by like folly, for he that can open 
the doore of danger, when we our ſelves by ſceking ftnnetully to eſcape 
ſome other evill, have locked it upon our ſelves, can ſurely, yea and 
will keepe us if we doe caſt our {clves upon him, and refuſe ro take 
vp finnetull. and unlawtull ſhifts. Could not the Lord have found 
a good and holy way of ſaving Abrahams life and Sarahs chaſtitic 2 
of reſtraining the cruelty of theſe men as well as their wantonneſle : 
IF God can helpe- out of reall and preſcnt danger beyond. ourhopes, 
' he can ſurely keepe us out of feared and imaginary dangers abouc our 

thoughts. | | 
{ Andifany.of Gods people have wound themſelves into: croſles, 
|rhey muſt not be diſmayed from ſeckingto God for helpe, by aggra- 
 vating their crofles with this thought, O. fooliſh and ſinnefull man, I 
' have pulled: it:upon my ſelfe by my folly, how'can I expe helpe 
' from him'?:but moſt humbly. acknowledge their owne folly and yet 
| take-boldnestoſue to him for mercy,both to pardon and to helpe them. 
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be conſidered. nog! 
| Firſt, 
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of Abraham, the hope of her ſalvation did hang upon the fruit of her 
' wombe. Barrenneſſe is ſuch acroſle you ſee as hath befallen a godly 
woeman. Let them therefore that are exerciſed with it, learne to 
beare it with patience, and labour to get hearts ſo much more fruitful 
of good workes, tharſuch ſpirituall truirfulneſſe may make amendsfor 
the want of the fruit of their bodies. If God make not a woemanto 
| beare children, but make her pious and godly, able to bring forth the 
| fraits of the ſpirit inthat ſpirituall-marriage betwixe Chriſt and her, 
| ſhe hath cauſe ro be fo thankefull for this fruitfulnefle, as caftly to 
| brooke the trouble of the other untruicfuinefſ-, And thoſe whom 
God doth not afflict with this afflition, muſt learne to praiſe him for 
cheir fertile wombe. Ir is a finne not to prize cven theſe temporall 
{bencfi:s, but to grumble at abundance of truit ofthe body, is fo foul- 
a faule of ingratitude and unbelcete, thar a man or -woeman ſhould 
greatly blame themſelves for turning athing beneficiall init ſelfe into 
a diſtreſſe and miſery unto themſclves. | 
Another crofle was, that ſhe was flcighted by her maide, yea that 
{ſhe bare the croſſe ſomewhat impatienily, muſt be reckoned in the 
number of her finnes. Doubtlefle iris a rrying affliction to be afſiul- 
Ls with rude ſaucy and contemptuous words and gcſtures of a difo- 
| bedient and undurifull ſervant. Hardly ſhall the ſpirit of a gover- 
|nour be able to hold it ſelfe in patience, when it ſhall ſee a ſervant or 
| inferiourto looke too diſdaincfully or arrogantly, or hearethem utter 
ſurly and ſcoffing words. Pridein an inferiour ſhewes it ſelfe by un- 
 dutifulneſſe, and it will prove an hard thing to the ſuperiour not to 
|thinke it equall that pride ſhould encounter pride againe with paſ- 
| flonare reſiſtance of it. You muſt learne that-have ſervants moſt times 
|( as moſt times Hagar was) dutitull, ro be thankefull for it, and muſt 
[take heede of doing any thing, by which you may give your ſervants 
| occaſion to fleight and contemne you, for their cerruption will 
quickly lay hold upon any occaſion of fuch miſdemeanour. 


, 


A third croffe was this, to be taken from her husband intorhe houſe 
. | of Pharaoh, andafter of Abimelech, *Tistrue hecould blamenone bur 
| her ſelfe and her husband for that croſſe, but that did not make it leſſe 
a Crofle, as hee is no lefſe wounded that woundes himſelfe by miſ- 
| Chance, then he whom an enemy ſhould purpoſely wound, and this 
| crofſe was made alittle the more bitter by this, that ſhe was though 
| gently and with milde wordes, yet duely chidden for it by Abimelech 


| too, who tels her plaincly of it ſaying, Gep, 20.16. 1 bave given 


thy brother, (this name hee gives Abraham ironically, with fome- 
| what atart rebuke, as much as if he had faid, whom thou wouldeſt 
| have had us thinke to be onely thy brother ) 4 100. fhekels, that is, 
| of our money, ſome 72.1b. od money, neerc upon a 100. markes, 
| and addes, 4:hold hee is to thee 4 covering of thine eyes, and to all that ave 

with thee, and with a'l other : thus ſhee was reprogved, She was ſen- 


_ 
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Firſt, She was barren a longtime, this was a croflc to her no doubr; | Sarats crofles. 


becauſe of her earneſt defire to have childeren, and becawle as I ſaid | on yr weg 
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| chide her for not ſufficiently covering hereyes. Sure it was a griefe 
ro herto come under juſt reproofe, we muſt take heed that ourevill 
| carriage make us not ſubjectto juſt reprehenfion. We ſhall be aſha. 
| med to heare of what we were not caretullto ſhunne. And ſo much of 
| Sarahs life. — 
Her death, -| Ofher death we reade, Ger.23. She lived a 127.yeares, and died 
at H#z0n, and was buried in the cave of Makphela, which Abrahars 
bought tor money of Zphron the Hittite, for that uſeuponthat occaſion, ! 
in \.Sheis the onely woeman, ( ſo farre as my memory ſerves me, ) whoſe 
Her age 0ly time of living 1s regiſtred in Scripture, whither it have any miſtery 
"y 2 hain] init I cannot tell, no woemans age is recorded but Sarahs alone, the 
inScpwe. mother of 7ſacc, doubtleſſe God intended tograce her in itabove other 
'woemen. And fo we have done with Sarahtoo. 
Hagar,nothing' Ir will not be amifſe ro add Hazar to her, of whoſe birth we have 
aſt 1-5 bs nothing recorded in Scripture, and as little of her death, bur by that 
dead which the Scripture ſpeaketh of her, there is ſome good probability 
Iz 1s probable that ſhe was a woeman fearing God, Fiſt becaule of all woemea in 
Cy  * Sarahs houſe ( who having above 300. men-ſervants, muſt needes 
| have many maide-ſervants alſo) ſhe made choice of hcrto give unto 
her husband Abraham, to the end that ſome ſecede, yea the promiſed 
ſeede mightbe taken from her, Sure Abraham and Sarah would not 
have preterred her above all the maidens in the honic, it thcy had 
[not thought heralſo a good and godly maiden. T ſ{tppoſe therefore 
[that ſecing her maſter and miſtrefle thought her good, we ſhould goe 
L againſt the rules of charity, though we reade of ſome faults ſhe had, if 
Herlife, | we thinke not ſo too. Let us conſider of her life and ſce her vertues and 
| faults, benefits and crofles. 
Firſt, it was a great vertue in her, that a!l the time of her dwelling 
6 oF” vie 0) with C4braham before, ſhee carried her {clte very dutifully and re- 
eoycraours. | [peCtively to Sarah, elſe ſhe would never have given her into Abrahams 
boſome. Let all ſervants learne of her to ſhew all reverence and du- 
\tifull behaviour to their governours, and not onely to the rich and 
wealthy, but to the poore alſo, nay as S. Peter {atth, not onely tothe 
200d and curteous, but alſo to the froward, for fo is Gods'comman- 
'dement to them expreflely, Epheſ.6. Cil.4. 1 Pet.2, and if any ſcr- 
vant doe otherwiſe, they do not garniſh and-adorne, but diſgrace and 
; diſcredit true religion. The ſervant is no further godly then hee or 
| ſhe ſhewes revercnice and honour tothe maſter and governeſſe, Looke 
\therefore that you fer your ſelves to pleaſe and content your gover- 
[nours with all obedience ard duty, if you will have God and your | 
| oWne conſciences to approve of you, 
2. Sheerold  Secondly,whenthe Angell mether and asked her whence ſhe came, 
thera, | and whitherſhe went, ſhe anſwered plainely,and ſaid, 7 flie from: the face 
Gen.16.8, | of 7y Miſtreſſe Sarah,ſhetold truth withoutlying,and that isagood thing | 
| and commendable to ſpeake truth though it be to ones owne ſhame, but | 


to hayetold alle roan Angell might have procured her greatreproofe, 
and 


ſible of the rebuke, this was ſomewhat bitter, that a ſtranger ſhould | 
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- fall ro God for his goodnefle in looking mercitully upon her and brin- 


and herein you may ſee that Hagar exceeded her Miſtrefle,for when the 
Angell charged Sarah with laughing, ſheedenied it, but Hagar being 
examined confeſſeth the truth withour lying. We ſhall doc better in 
this caſeto follow the maide then the Miſtreſſe. | 

Another good thing in her was that when ſhee was commanded | 
by the Angell of Godto goe and humble her ſelfe to her Miſtrefle, | 

| ſhee did ſo. Hereall you inferiours muſt learne of her, nay rather of | 
[the Angell which taught her what you ſhould doe, if you have by | 
| frowardneſle or ill carriage. provoked your Governours,ſo that they | 
[doe uſe perhaps a little roo much rigour towards you,. yet you muſt | 
| ſubmir and humble your ſelves, acknowledge your owne faulrinefle, | 
and patiently ſtoope to their words of reproofe, yea or blowes of | 
correction. + This ſubmiſſioa is the beſt way to pacifie wrath, and | 
to ſettle peace. Afterwards, we reade of no falling our betwixt Hagar | 
and Sarah, Learne therefore all yee ſervants to ſtoope and bee | 
(ſubmiſſive, that will ſhew humility and winne favour with God and 
man. 

Further, it was well done. of Hagar and is ſome good proofe of her 
picty, that ſhee conſidered of this viſion, Gez.15.13. and called the 
name of God, thou God ſeeſt mee, confeſling that now ſhee took no- 

[ice of Gods ſecing and obſerving her wates, and that ſhee ſaid 
| moreover, have y alſo here looked after him that ſeeth me2 ? as if ſhee 
| ſhould ſay, Doel live after the Lord hath come thus to taketotice of 
mee, and to reproove mee and fend mee home againe, and fo the 
name was called it may be by Abraham, to whom when ſheerettr- 
ned ſhe related this viſion, the well of bim that lived, and him that ſaw, 
| becauſe the Angell looked upon her and ſhee lived, or becauſe the 
| living God pleaſed to ſee her and looke upon her. Shee was thank. 


ging herhome againeto Avrhams tamily, We muſt be thankfull if 
[the Lord daigne ustharfayour to meete us in our wandrings, and turne 
us backe againefrom them. 
| Further, itwas agood thing in Hazar that ſhee yeelded her ſelfeto 
| Abraham, to goe away without murmuring and diſtemper, when hee 
ſent heraway and her ſonne in ſuch poore taſhion, patient bearing of 
{ſuch hard and ſevere uſage was no little proofe of goodnefle. And 
when her ſonne was like to die torthirſt, ſhe ſhewed her ſelfe patient, 
' for ſhee went agood way off, becauſe ſhe would not ſee him die, and 
| there ſhee ſate and wept, ſhee might have done better to have prayed 
| with her weeping, bur to fit and mourne, not to hang her noſe over 
' him weeping and roaring was ſome figne of patient diſcretion,ſhewing 
| her loveto him. | 
And laſtly, ſhee tooke care of him afterwards, to provide him a 
convenient wife,for ſo it is ſaid,Gex.21.21.this is a duty of Parents to 
make fit proviſion for the timely beſtowing of their children in mar- 
riage, whereof to be negligent is apart of one that regarderh nor 
to keepe his childe in good order, _ to make too much haſte is 
| 3 rol 
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= make them haſten to miſery. So Hagar was a good ſervant and 
a good wiſe Mother, and agood woman, her carriageexceptin a few 
| things was good. 
Hagars faults | See her faults now. Firſt, ſhee grew proud, becauſe ſhee waswith 
Mt ge | childe by CAbraham and deſpiſed her Miſtrefle. The Maidens of 
TY Leah and Rachel may ſhame Hazar in this, for neither of them is 
accuſed for any ſuch miſdemeanour. Take heede yee ſeryants, 
that you grow not infolent and contemptuous againſt your gover- 
nours, you ſee how much it diſtempered Sarah, and it is a grievous 
ſinne to put your rulers into paſſion by your ill carriage. Whenthe | 
Angell met Hagar he commands hertogoe and humble her ſelfero » 
her Miſtreſſe. lt is apparant therefore her carriage to her was amiſle. ! 
| There be ſome ſervants that having beene over-familiar with the 
| Maſter, rake occaſion ſoone to ſleight their Miſtreſſe. So they add 
finne to ſinne and arc found doublewoftenders; If any of you have 
offended in contempt,much more inſoill grounded a contempt,dothat 
which the Angell bad Hagar, humble your ſclves before God,it not to. 
your Miſtreſſes. Follow what was gaodin Hagar not what was bad, 
a,Sheeranne } Another fault of hers was, that ſhe ran away from her Miftreſſe, 
wed og ner! which the Angell alſo ſhewes to have. beene finfull by ſending her 
backe againe. Let nor the Divell make any of you play the fugi- 
tive by running away from your governours if they be ſomewhat 
ſharpe to you, rather ſirive to pacific them by ſubmiſſion, then to 
caſt off the yoke by betaking your ſelves to your heeles. Thele be 
her onely faults, for Iam loath to charge her with having an hand in 
Iſhmaels mocking of Iſaac, for Tſhmae! was then upon the poinr of 
fixteene yeares old, for Abraham was eighty ſixe when 1/hvael was | 
borne, and 100 when 1ſaac was borne, and Tſaac ſucked ſome while, & 
like enough above a ycare, and fo 1ſhmae! mult be neere about fix- { 
teene, that ſhee may thinke he was ſo ſenſible of being _A1brahams 
heire as to laugh ar the ſtirre made about the young childe, as if by 
= This comming intothe world he ſhould be diſ-inherited. | 
Her benefits. | \ Now ſeeher croſſes and comforts ; Firſt, ſhee was ſo happy as to 
7, PESO) be a ſervant in Abrahams houſe and ſoa member of therrue Church 
ſeryants, within the Covenant of grace, by vertue of herbeing a member of 
thar domeſticall Church. Ir is a very good bencfit, when the Lord 
{ vouchſafethtoplace aſervant in agood family under good and Chri- 
;ſtian Governours, which will affoord them all good uſage for their 
| bodies, and all ncedfull helpes allo for the ſalvation of their ſoules, 
| They may cnjoy as much comfort inthis as in any one thing that can | 
befall them in reſpe& of their habitation and dwelling, to have good q 


Goyernours in agood houſe, For in being under the roofe and cuſto- ; 
dy ofagodly man, they be under the cuſtody of God himſelfe, and ; 
guard of holy Angels. 
{ Wherefore, ler all thoſe that have children and muſt diſpoſe of 
them to be ſervants, be principally carcfull of this matter. Let your | 


Care be to provide for yours Maſters, not alone of good eftare with 
whom 
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whom they may live comfortably for their bodies, having good art- 
tire, good fare, good dict and the like, but by whoſe meanes they 
may be helped to knowledge, faith, obedience, graces of all forts, 
and to life eternall hereafter. Seeing your children be made after 
Gods image, have a ſoule aswell as a body, and have neede as much | 
of things profitable for the ſoule, fince thar isthe farre better parr,and J 
if that be well, the good eſtate thereof will eafily countervaile and 
make amends for the evills which the body ſuffered, bur if ir be in 
bad eſtate;all the bodily benefits will nothing ar all advantage ir : 
therefore I require you inthe firſt place to reſpect this moſt neceſſary 
+ thing in placing out your children. 
| Andall you ſeryantsthat have bcene directed either by Gods pro- 
| vidence, orby the carefull indeavours of your good friends unto fuch 
houſcholds wherein you have all good uſage for your outward man, 
and over and above the comfortable helpes of domeſticall dutics to 
bring you unto goodneſle, take norice of this mercy and thanke God 
for it, and take heede that you grow not weary of thoſe holy duties, 
and ſh-w not your ſclves ſo prophane, as to be troubled ar that 
which ſhould be your greateſt content, Yea I pray you fo many as 
live ingood families, ſtrive ſo to conforme your ſelves to the good- 
ncſe of the honſchold,as that you may have gooancfle by the meanes 
of goodneſſe there uſed, for otherwiſe that which ſhould have pro- 
cured life to you ſhall ſerve to make your deſtruction more terrible. 
Leaineto pray, learne to heare Gods Word, learne to be good by the 
precepts and examples of your Governours, elſe as our Saviour tel- 
leth, that 7# ſhall be eaſier with the Sodonntes, then the Capernaites at 
the day of judgement, ſo ſhall it be for the ſervants of profaneſt 
& —_— then for you that ſerve good and holy Mafters and Mi- 
reſles. 

Secondly,Hagar had the favour ofher Miſtreſſe very much,elſeyou| j;>h*ch2d the 
may aſſure your ſelves that ſhee would never have made her a Concu- | yiter and , 
bine to her husband,neirher would ©A#rahan have taken her to be | Miſtrefſe. 
Concubine wife if hee had nor thought ſome good of her. This 
therefore was a beneficto her, that ſhe was well reputed of both by 
Abrahams and $ arah, both the Governours of the family were well 
affeted unto Hagar, and this is agreat comfort unto a ſervant, that 
their Rulers entertaine them with good liking, approoving well of 
them and of their ſervices, for by thar meanes they be made capable 
of enjoying much comfort intheir lives, and of receiving ſuch curte- 
fies and rewards from their Governours as they be capable of, 


q and of eſcaping much hard uſage which elfe they ſhould likely 
Y feele. 

; This ſhould teach all ſervants ro doe their uttermoſt inet 
| that they may, to winnethe love of their Governours by ſubmiſſve- 


neſſe and obedience, performing the commandement of the Apo- 
ſtle who commandeth to doe ſervice with good will, and to pleaſe | 77" 
themwell in all things andto ſerve with feare,, and todoe the willoff *” | 

| , O4 _— | 
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| | God from the heart, remembring that they ſerve the Lord Chriſt, | 
and if God will as he hath promitcd give them reward of inheritance, | 
| he will much more cauſe the hearts of their Governours to favour and | 
accept them. Thus 7oſeph gat his Maſters good will and was great | 
in his houſe, this is the right way to procure favour, take this courſe | 
and God ſhall be with you, but put away farre from you all croiling | 
and thwarting, and idleneſſe, and eye-ſervice, and anſwering againe, | 
and the like evill carriages, which will alienate your Rulers hearts ' 
from you and make you ſceme hatefull to them, and if any of you. 
doe.not finde your Governours good liking, take heed that your own | 
naughty behaviour have nor beene the cauſe ofit, And it you have ir, | 
| rake heedof abuſing it to wrong both them and your ſelves ; and all; 
| you Governours, learneto ſhew tavour to your ſervants,unl:ferhcir ſin- + 
fullneſſe hinder it. For the favour of 4 King ſhall be to ago:d ſervant, 
27.18, ſaith Salomon, and hee that waiteth on his eAlaſter ſhall be promoted to 
| | horonr, as hethat ienduh afigiree ſhall eate of the fruit of it. | 
' 3.$he receives! Furthermore, Hagar reccived great mercics from God, for he gave | 
| great merctes | her to Conceive by CA4braham, and when ſhe ranaway, wct with her | 
from God. © 2nd direQed her to goe backe againe, which ſhee acknowledged with | 
| | great thankes, for he gaveher alſo a heart ro goe backe and ſubmit | 
|to her Miſtreſſe. This isa great favour of God, if he finde us in our 
' out-ſtrayings,and give us both direfion and willto come into theright 
' way againe, Pray ro God, that he would thus guide you and not ſuticr 
| youto con inue and periſh in your out-ſtrayings. | 
4-Shee hal | Another mercy of God to Hagar was, that ſhee had 7ſhmael, and a 
14 1" | promiſe, thar God would be. with himand blefle him, and make him | 
ws bun, \ a great man, and that he made 7/hmael after dutifull to her, for he was 
| guided by herin taking a wife which ſhe had choſen for him. If children 
| have not grace, yet ifthey proſper inthe world and yeeldthemlſclves 
| dutifully ro their Parentsto be guided by them,they muſt acknowledge 
irasagreat favour from Heaven. | 
' Againe, it was a ſpeciall goodnefſe of God to her, that when ſhee 
'wandred inthe wilderneſle, and the water was ſpent,and her ſonne was | 
' ready to die for thirſt, God pitied both him and her, and ſhewed her a 
{ Well whereby ſhee gat water to give him,and promiſcd to bleſſe him, 
' and ſo he revived,and lived,and proſpered. All theſetavours Hagar had. 
| Her croſſes, | Conſider what crofles ſhe felr,for ſome ditter things ſhe mer withall | 
Sarah uſed , AS Well as theſe comfortable and pleaiing things. Firſt, rhe hard uſage | 
Hai wo of Sarah was tedious te her, and fo much the more tedious by how | 
' much ſh} was more guilty of pulling it on her ſeife by her diſobedi- 
 ence,ſtubbornencfle, rude and contemptuous carriage. All you thatbe 
ſervants,if you finde your Governours ſharp and rigorous,confider with 
' your ſelves, whether your irreverent and diſobedient behaviour have | 
| . not provoked them againſt you, and expoſed you to this affliction, 
and if ſo, humble your ſclves before God firſt, and after to them. 
| But if any have eſcaped this crofle, let them bleſſe the name of God 
\that hath kept them from ſtubborne and undutifull courſes, and = 
| - their 
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; things neceſſary, yea if he have not furniſhed us with great ſtore,yer we 


? 


their governours wiſedome and meckeneſle not to be ſharpe as ſome 
governours be without juſt cauſe. . 

Now another croſſe to Hagar was this, that ſhe and her ſonne were 
both ſent out of 1{brahars family, in ſucha poore and ill provided 
manner as the ſtory tellcth us. This is a miſery very heavy tobeare,to 
be caſt out of ones countrey and place of habitation,where they lived 
comfortably, and forced to want all thoſe benefits being deprived of 
them all at once. Wherefore take heed leaſt by abuſing thele kindeof 
benefits, you provoke not the Lord to caſt you out of the Church, or 
out of your houſes and dwellings, but make you a good uſe of ſuch 
mercies that they may be continued to you, and learne, ifſuch a crofle 
ſhould betall you, yet not to be diſheartned and diſcouraged, bur to 
humble your ſelves before God knowing that in ſuch extremity the 
Lord is ready to helpe and ſuccour you, 

The laſt crofleof 1agars was, that ſheſaw her ſonne 1/hmael ſpent 
with thirſt and ready to die, and ſhe was utterly deſtitute of all meancs 
tro helpe him,not being able farther ro caſe him or her ſelfe but by get- 
ting out of fight and hearing, and fitting downe to weepe and mourne. 
This isa lame<ntable heart-breaking to a Parent, if they be deſtitute of 
things needfull for this life, whether by occaſfionof travell & wandring 
out of the way, or of penury and necefſity at home. How moſt heavie a 
hearthath a Father or Mother,if they ſee their children ready to be fa- | 
miſhed throvgh hunger, and have no bread to breake unto them, or are | 
almoſt choaked through thirſt,and have no drink to beſtow upon them, | 
neither know what to doe for them, bur to conveigh themſelves our of | 
ſight,and fitting downe toempty their griefes inteares. This 1s a milc- 
ry that God ſent upon the Parents of /eruſalem, by reaſon of famine and 
ſcarcity their children ſowned inthe ſtreetes, and no man could ſupply 
chem with bread, Lament.g.4. 

Wee muſt learne to blefle thename of God moſt heartily, thar hath 
freed us from this miſery, and hath not cauſed usro behold ſuch a la- 
 mentable ſight by one occafionor other, but hath givenus abundance of 
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have ſufficient to keepour ſelves and ours from pining away with want, 
O that we could be as full of thanks, when we are freed from wants, as 


moderately your abundance, that. God may not ſtrip you of all 
and bring you to ſuch extremiry, and why ſhould we forfeit our ſelves 
and ours ro famiſhing? when wee ſee that God is tender to us,and.wil- 
ling to ſatisfie us with good things. | 

And laſtly,let every man prepare for this croſle, think of it,tell him- 
ſelfe, it may befall him,and reſolve ifthe wiſedome of God ſhall bring 
it upon him, that he will labour patiently to undergoe it,not ſo as to be 
ſorrowlefle,that were no way commendable, but ſo as to be moderate 
in grieving, and to turne his griefe into ſpirituall griefe, and powre it 
forth beforethe Lord in humble and penitent confeſſions and lamenta- 


we have beene of complaints even for ſmall croſſes. And now uſe |, 


152 


2,Shee and her 
fon were caſt 
out of Abrge- 
bams family, 


3-Shee fawy her 
lonic ready te 
die with chult, 


tions for finne. | 
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| them were Allegorics, as S.Parl callsthem, that is, figures of ſome 
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Before I depart from handling of Hazars Example,I muſt ſay ſome-| 
thing of Sarah and her,which Iknew not how fo fitly to ſpeake of in | 
the life of cither, viz. that theſe two Mothers and the children borne of 


otherthing myſtically ſignified by them. For this we have the authori- 
ty of S.Parl, Gal.4.21, Jn theſe words, Heare you not what the Law | 
(that is;the writings of Hoſes commonly called the Law, becauſe the 
Law was the principall part thereof ) oth ſay, for it is written that | 
Abraham had two ſonnes,one of the bond-woman another of the ſree-woman, ' 
and the fon of the bond- man was borne after the fleſh that is,by a bars natu- | 
rall power of generation, agany men naturally may bege: a child of a 
woman without any power above nature concurring tothe work, but ſhe | 


that was borne of thefree-woman was borne by promiſe, that is,not ſo much | 


by any naturall firengrh of the Parents, as þy vertue of Gods promite, | 
which bound histruth to ſet his Omnipotency a worke above nature, | 
otherwiſe Abraham that had fo long lived with Sarah in her youth,and | 
could never become a Father by ber ſhould much leſſe have beene fo | 
by her, now when her body was quite dried with age, which things 

(ſaith S. Part) are an Allegory,according as I told youbefore. For the ſe | 
are Teftaments or Covenants, the one' from Mount $.2a!, which came | 


' thence being there publiſhed and promulgated, ir is the Law, the | 


; Covenant of workes, whereof itis {aid, The Law came by Moſes, and 
this is ſaid to gender unto boadaze, thatis, to beget ani make not ſonnes 
| and daughters of a free and ingenuous ſpirit, loving God, and our of 


[love doing him ſervice, and meercly of his grace, love, free favour and 


; promiſe expecting their reward, but bond-ſlaves which our ot a feare 
of puniſhment or hope of reward, doe ſervice and cxpect rhe reward 
for the worthineſſe ſake of their workes, and this Covenart 7s Hagar, 
' meaning, is ſignified by Hazar, for ſaith he, this Hagar is Mount Sinai 
in Arabia, meaning is ſoby ſignification and repreſentation, and az- 
ſweathin ſignification and Type to Teruſalem, which now i& and is in 
bondage, meaning to the Law and to the curſe and 1igour of ir, being 
' debtors to the whele Law ro doe it, or itthey doe it not to the curſe 
to ſuffer it. Brit this Teruſalem which ts from above, that is, the Heavenly 


 Teruſalem, the Church, the number of true belcevers, rhar doe indeed | 
ſeriouſly imbrace the dodtine of the Goſpel], whichbegan by Chriſt / 


| and his Apoſtlesro be preached at Ternſalem, not hoping to be juſtified 
and {aved by the metric or worth of their owne workes, bur by the free 
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[promiſe of God in Chriſt, thoſe re free from the curſe and rigour of | 
the Law, and ſheeis the mother of al} true Chriſtians of us all, that | 
is, of my ſelte and all thoſe which with mee looke for righteouſneſle | 


| 
| 


j 
' 
| 
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and ſalvation alonethrough the merits of Chriſt, and mercy'of God in | 
- Chrif: throvgh faith in his name, andafter he faith, As then he that was | 
after the fleſh perſecuted him that w.zs after th? Spirit, even ſo (faithhe) it 


Here you havethe full Allegory, two Mothers, a bond-woman and | 


a free-ryoman, two manners of beectting, after the flcſh and after the | 


Spirit, - 
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' Spirit, twokindes of children, bond-men and free-men, and the bond 
ſtill perſecyting the free. The Mothers are the rwo Covenants, that of 
the Low and thatof Grace. The two manners of begetting one of 
the promiſe, the other by the fleſh, two kindes of children, bond-men 
to good and free-men. The matter is this, Thoſe that bring nothing 
bur their owne naturall powertothe Law and ſo ſccke by irro bejuſti- 
fied, they are but ofa ſlaviſh diſpoſition, and have norhing bur the re- 
: ward of flaves, but thoſe that looke to the goodnetle of God inthe þ 
| Covenant of Grace, having the power of Gods Spirir, are made to 

love God as children, and admitred to the inheritance of ſonnes. 
Letustake heed of being ſonnes of the bond-woman, for many be 
ſuch ſtill. The Papiſts will needs CFallengefſalvation as due by the me- 
rits of their owne workes, and foinvery deed doe exclude themſelves 
from it by challenging itona wrong ground. Andthe multitude are in 
this reſpeRtno whit beiterthenthe Paptits ; for their owne good deeds 
areftill in their mouthes,as ifrhey would be ſaved by workes, which yer 
caanot ſave them, yea iomereliquesof this ignorant and fooliſh pride 
was found in the Saints, who if they finde not (which they will never 
finde) perf<Rion in themſelves,are ſill apt to queſtion their etare,as if 
it were their owne goodnefſle that ſhould bring them to Heaven, not | 
the goodneſle of God in Chriſt, rewarding them freely with thar unde- 
ſerved crowne, becauſethey are become the children of God by faith 
in Chriſt. Now let us take heed of beingihe ſonnes of Hagar, but let 
usacknowledge ſtill our owneinfullneſſe and unworthineſle, 
yet ſtill reſt on his mercy in Chriſt,and ſtriveto obey 
himin love, as children doetheir Father, 
and ſo much for Hazar. 
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; =Sv Ow «1 Abraham had athird wife, her name 
by y was Ketwrah, The Scripture bringeth herin | xerurab. | 


SS [AS as it were a dumbe perſon, tells nothing of 
Xi Je her parents, life, nor death, but mentioning 
SA|CANG &FY her bare name alone, ſhewes thar ſhee was 4} 
ED ed Q Abrahams wife as I conceive, and what chil- 
DJ (SS dren ſhee had by Abraham we are told, Gen. | | 
RY WP PSA. 25.1. her ſonnes were fixe, as you may reade 
| oO = * In that place. Now the Lord ſeemerh to tell | 
{ us this little of this woman and her ſonnes, becauſe we ſhould the more | 
| acknowledgethe bleſſing of Godupon Abraham in reſtoring him to 
"i a ſecond youth as itwere, and making him ſo fruitfull as to beget fix 
þ ſonnes in his o]d-age after Sarahs death, whereas before atan 100 he 
7 was 4s good as dead,according to S. Pauls phraſe, Rom.q. So Gods Ee 
bleſſing is ableto make our ſoules fruitfull inall good workes, though 
of our ſelves wee be utterly barren and unfruitfull. And thus we have 
done with Abrahams wivcs. | 
| Now ler us ſpeake ſomething of " contemporaries, Wt | 
W 


I 


- 6 mhel | with his ſonne Iſhmacl. Iſhmael was ſonne of 1 braham and Hagar 
| his maide ſervant,” borne unto him at his 86..yceres, as ſaith the Holy 
'/GhoR, Gen.16.u1t, He was the fonne of a godly Father, but whether 
|  himſelfe were godly or not it is uncertaine. But in his Iife we muſt 
note, Firſt; his Vertues. Secondly, hisFaults. Thirdly,nis Benefits, 
| Fourthly, his Croſſes, and then ſhall we come to his dearh. 
| His Yeries. | , His vertues. Firſthe lived in his fathers houſe in outward confor- 
: H- ws out-| qty and obedience, for he ſubmitted to his farher ar 7 3.yeares to 
 elyconir Le circumciſed, Gen.17.25. and fo had the outward ſeale of the co- 
be0:enr ro 117] YEnant, but yethe was not the promiſed ſecede, nor had the covenant 
m—_ mad with him, nor had the Churchand true religion continuing in 
| his family. So we muſt Icarne not to fatisfic our {elves with being in 
the Church ontwardly, bur muſt labour to become true members 
of ir, and to enter into the covenant indeed. Ir will not profit us to 
have the Sacraments outwardly adminiſtered to us, ( for he ts not a 
Jew which is one without, neither is that circumcifion which is out- 
ward inthe ficſh) but wee muſt indeavour after the inward circum- 
ciſion, even to pet the righteouſneſſe which is by faith, that char 
faith may purifie our hearts, and purge away from us all tilthineſſe of 
flcſh and ſpirit. And if we make uſe of the outward ſeale, thereby to 
be made to ſee and feele our uncircumeifedneſle of heart, and heartily 
acknowledge Gods will and power to make us partakers of the in- 
ward circumciſion, ſo putting forth our ſelves to, beg for, and labour 
after that inward circumciſion., the Lord will ſurely beſtow it up- 
ON Us. L -©.5. mn | | 
Againe, all children muſt learne to ſubmit themſelves to their pa- 
rents, at leaſt to an outward performance of ſuch holy duties, as by 
their parents they ſhall be inſtructed in, elſe they are worſe then 7/h- 
mael, and will become matter of anguiſh and vexation to their godly 
| parents, Would Tſhmael accept circumciſon, and wilt not thouac- 
| cept inſtruction, learne the principles of Chriſtian religion, and ſettle 
thy ſelfe ro ſome ſhew of goodneſle, then ſhall Tſhmaecls example riſe 
up in judgement againſt thee and condemne rhee. And parents muſt 
obſerve Gods goodneſle in their childexen, if they find them even 
inſ{uch a degree tractable and ruly, for this is farre better then to be 
wilde and furjous, and to caſt of all ſemblance of goodneſle, and yet 
ſuch would the beſt mans childeren prove, if the hand of God did 
not reſtraine them. | 
2. He ſubmir- But another good thing in 1/h-»ael was, that he ſubmitted himſclfe 
ed bia{cltero tg his Father to be baniſhed our of his houſe, no queſtion but Abra- 


bis father to be 


: baniſhed our | har? that loved him, would informe him of the neceffity which lay 
ot kishouſe. | upon himſelfe ſoto expell his fonne, and would furniſh him withall 


: g00d counſell, who then being ſome 16. yeares old was capable of 
| good advice, and fo did he without murmuring or wiltull refuſing to 


\go yecld himſelfe to that puniſhment. Ir is a good thing in childeren 
|ro rake quietly their parents chaſtiſement, eyen though they ſhould 
| be ſornewhart ſevere. But to oppoſe them, orto rebell againſt them, 
| qi-focs Re or 
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or fall roclamorouſneſſe and impatiency is agreat finne, even though 
the correion ſhould be cauſelefle and-unjuſt, how much more if they 


be righteous and deſerved. Learne of 1jhmael this ſubmiſſion, how 
will you hope that you be Gods childeren , if you do not equall ſuch 
a oneas 1/hmaelingoodnefle? - 

Againe, Iſhmael did another good office in the concluſion of his 
Fathers life, for it is noted of him, that he came to 7ſaar avd joyned 
with him in his Fathers funerall, Gey. 25. 9. by whichit is manifeſt, 


chat he bare no grudge againlt his Farhcr for caſting him our of his 


houſe, bur bore that reſpe& rowards him which was due to a Father, 
and therefore did him the beſt honour he could at his latter end, yea 


thought againſt 7ſaac, and therefore would comeunto him and unite 
his paines to burie his Facher. Learie ſo much good of him I pray 
; you, as to forgct that ſeverity which perhaps Parents may have 
 ſhewed to any of you, and not put off the durifulnefſe of childeren, 
becauſe you have met with ſomerhing that fl-th 3nd bloud would call 
hard meaſure, The lefle inducement any man hath from a parents 
kindnefleto love and honour him, the more commendable iris if hee 
performe all honourto him : but he that will be fo tranſportedwith 
diſcontcntment againſt a parent for ſome ſhirpenetle, as evento hare 
and contemne him, moſt. of all if his owne tolly have inforced his 
parent to ſuch proce2dings, is withour all doubra graccleſſeand a wret- 
ched childe. | 

I pray you learne allo by 1ſhmae!, not to ſuffer envy to riſe againſt 
your Bretheren ifin any thing they be preferred betore you ro your 
detriment, Love notthen: Icfſe then the name of a Brorher or Siſter 
doth require, becauſe you may thinke thar they have ſtood betwixr 
your parents love and bounty and your ſelves, and fo 2s it were 
| overſhadowed you, and kept the ſun-ſhine from you, bur behold 
' the hand of God in 1o diſpoſing of things and reſolve to love ſtill as 
'Bretheren. | 
| Further T/hmael did one good adt of honour and duty toward his 
| mother Hazar. For it is ſaid, Gen. 21.21. that his morher rooke him 
| a wife our of the lind of Egypt, ſo he wasruled by his mother in mar- 
riage, having her liking and conſent, yea giving himſelfe ro begui- 
ded by her, as did alſo 1ſaxc to Abraham, and Taceb to Tſaac. Ir is 
a needefull thing tor childeren to rake the conſent and afſent of their 
parents, ( yea if it be but of the mother, ſuppoting the tather to be 
dead or abſent, ) ard not ro ruſh into this cſtate againſt their willes 
and privity. No comfort can cometo the conſcience in ſuch a march, 
for whoſoever is joyned together otherwiſe then Gods Word 
alloweth, can have ao ground of comfort, as thoſe are that are joy- 
ned withour rhe good will of thoſe whom God hoth made his depu- 
ties in this buſineſfe. The Lord faith to Parents, take wives for your 
ſonnes, and give your daughters, plainely putting them into his roeme 
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that hee did not harbour” in his minde any envious and malicious | 


in that bchaltc, wherctore having not conſent from them, they _ 
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in an unlawfull matrimony, untill ſuch time as by humble repentance | 
before God and ſubmiſſive intreaties to their parents, they have at- [ 
rained that good leave of their parents, which they ought to have 
gotten before. If therefore any amongſt you have ſooffended, they 
muſt ſee the fau!t, and be humbled and ſeeke pardon, Moſt times 
the Lord doth ſenſibly crofle ſuch matches, make uſe of thoſe croſles 
| | to increaſe your godly ſorrow forfinne. And let thoſe children that 
| are yet unmarried, take heed of intangling their affetions without 
the privity of Parents, or of ſecking to draw the affe@ions of one a- 
\ nother, untill ſuch conſent have gone before, for feare they make this. 
| duty very difficult unto them, or thruſt themſelves out of the way of | 
duty and obedience, by their headiirong paſſions. So much of 1/hmaels 
g00d deeds, now of his bad. | 
Ais faults. | Firſt, at ſome 15. or 16. yeares he mocked Tfaac, this mocking | 
rok wag; was a degree of perſecution and a fault in him. I cannot conceive | 
that he did it out of any diſlike of 7ſaacs piety, who being but anew | 
weaned childe could not diſcover any picty unto him, ar leaſt any 
ſuch a& of piety as ſhould ſtirre up diſdaine and derifion, bur ſecing 
ſucha greatgladneſſe and a merry feaſt atthe weaning of 1ſaac,hemade 
a ſport of him, as it were diſdaining that Tſaac ſhould ſeemetothruſt | 
| him out of the inheritance. Now it is agreat finne to mocke any one | 
' out of envy and ſcorne' that they ſhould be preferred before them. | | 
| Mocking ſhewes a great deale of pride in him thar uſeth ir, nothing ' ' 
{ but overvaluing of our {elves makes us undervalew others.  Mocking | 
is atedious thing to ſuffer, the good eſteeme wee have of our ſelves 
'and rhoſe that are neere unto us, makes the contrary carriage of others 
| unſufferable, therefore is mocking a great offence. Take heed I 
/pray you of ufing it toward your bretheren or neighbours ; It is an at 
'thar tendeth ſtrongly to provoke, and we muſt not provoke one ano- 
ther : Ttis then moſt loathſome when it comes from envy and malice, 
| make not a maygame at your bretheren, floute them not, breake not | 
Epheſ.5.4. jeſts upon them ; this jeſting is that which S. Paul forbids, eſpecially | | 
laugh not at their miſeries and at their finnes, but moſt of all mocke 
[not atthem for well doing. Mocking 1s any carriage by which a man 
| exprefſeth his contempr of another, and ſeckesto make him alſo con- 
temptible and deſpicable unto others. Hethat can ſctlight by a man 
| | forgoodnefle ſake which ſhould procure honour, how blind a minde, 
| | how perverſe a judgement hath he. Be penitent if your folly have | 
| | carried you to ſuch a finne, and now bridle your ſelves from ſuch ill | 
| ' carriage, hath nor God ſhewed his diſlike of ir ſiffictenely, by puni- 
K =  ſhing it in 1/h»»ael with baniſhment out of Abrahams houſe ? 
| - Wa ami: Another fault of Iſhmael, is thar which was foretold ofhim, thar 
man, ; he was awilde man, a kind of Afſſe-colt, that would not be ſubje& | 
to any almoſt, nor ruled by any. This is a grievous faulr indeed, | 
| when he thathath'the face, ſhape and faculties of a man, and ſhould 
| have wiſedometo ſubmit himfelfe to ſuchas have authority over him, 
| ; W1ll yer know no governour, ſubmit to no authority, be kepr "__ 
/ no 
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wilde Afﬀſes. The wilde Aſſe runnes up and downe inthe wilderneſle, 
and will not be led nor driven, but will be where her fancy carryes 
her. Benot you ſuch, bur let the diredtions and admonitions of your 
parents and governours, like bounds keepe you within compaſle. | * 
He that will live wildly ſhall ſurely procure a world of miſcrics to 

 himſelfe at laſt TRI ſhall rame him whom nothing elſe will 
rame, or clſe at the end of his wilde race, he ſhall ſtake himſelfe as it 
were, upon the vengeance of Godandeternall death. 

Yet another fault, Ewcry mans hand Was againſt him, and his azainſt | 3» of os's 
every man, The meaning is, he was a quarrel{ome fellow, till braw-| fit. 
ling and falling our, one that would eafily rake and give matter of | Gews.12, 
= ſtrife and debate ; apt to ſpeake and doe that which would give di- 
ſtaſteto others, and apt to diſtaſte the things that others ſaid and did 
} to him, ſo as to make it the matter ofa fray orgrudge, or both. This 
; is the fault that is deſcribed in theſe words; Now 3 ſorefinne it is that 
makes a man troubleſome to himſclfe and all his neighbours, and 

cauſcth his life to be like the life of a Cocke of the game, thar is ſtill 
| bloudy with rhe bloud of others and himſclfe. I pray you examine 
your ſelves whether you be not ſuch froward contentious men, ſti! 
| in ſuite, in conteſtation, in oppoſition with ſome orother, that will 
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take no ſhew- of wrong, but will doe enough, that cannot long keepe 
out of ſome brabling matter, If it be a legall kind of quarrelling, it is 
a ſigne ef much folly, much pride, or both, much more if it be a 
kind of martiall quarrelling that tends to ſtroakes and bloudſhed. Re- 
; pent, repent of this cvill humour, and fecke to God to give you 2 
\ mecke and quiet ſpirit, able to beare and forbeare, able to ſhew kind. 
| nefſe and to paſſe by unkindneſle, for ſurely it is a kind of diabolical! 
; life to live ſo unquictly, and it will cauſe Gods hand to be ſtretched 
| out againſt him, whoſe hand is againſtevery body, And theſe are 1ſh- 
| maels faults. . 

Now his benefits are, Firſt, deliverance from two great dangers, | jic nents, 
one beforc hee vias borne, when his mother was taking a courſeto | 1- Deliverance 
undoe both her ſelfe and him, God was ſo favourable to both, asto . + woglaige 
meete her in the way and turne her backe from her wandering, that | * 
returning home againe, 7ſhmael might be borne in Abrahams houſe, 


and by him brought up in all good order till his 17. yeere or there- | | 
| FP abouts. | 


TR 
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| Gen,21-17s 


Joh.9.31. 


much in the 
world, 


His death, 


abouts. A great benefit it was and the foundation of his future 


prevented danger from us whileſt we were in our mothers wombes 
and it were fit :that Parents ſhould acquaint their children with ſach 
mercies, that they might learne to inlarge their thankeſgiving by 
mentioning of themalſo. We cannot ſhew our ſelves too exact and 
diligentinreckoning with God for his benefits. 

.Secondly, God himſelfe vouchſafed ro meete him againe when 
he was baniſhed, and to provide water for him and refreſh him 
when he was now ready to die for thirſt. How great was Gods care 


of him ? - that ſent an Angell to open his Mothers eyes and cauſe her 
toſee a Well neere hand, which cither griefe of minde or weakeneſſc 
of fight thorough faintneſle had diſabled her from ſeeing, or elſe 
made a Well for the purpoſe and then ſhewedit her. Hathnot God 
ſuccoured ſome of us in dangers almoſt as greats by ſending us or 
ſhewing us ſome preſent meanes of helpe, which it was not poſſible 
_ any wit of ours toprovide, Letnot ſuch abencfit be forgotten, 
| 


and let us learneto truſt upon him ever after, and not to be carkingly 
troubled with caſting dangers before hand and diſquicting our ſelves 
with fearcs, becauſe weſce no way out, God will have a Well in 
ſtore and ſhew it usatthe exigent. 


3.God himſelf] Againe, it was a great mercy of God, that himſelfe youchſafed to 


give him a name and fo ſweet anamezas that of 7ſh-aael, which ſignifi- 
e&th, God will heare, and may ſeeme to point outthe deliverance where- 
of I ſpake laſt, for then ir is ſaid, 7 have heard the cry of thelad, O 
that we could labour to be 7ſhmaels in this ſence, ſuch as have intereſt 
unto this mercy of being heard of God. Such we ſhall be if we de- 
part from iniquity and ſtudy to pleaſe God, for if any man doe the 
will of God him will God heare, 


4He proſpered Laſtly, God blefſed 7ſhmael in outward things, and made him to 


proſper ſo much inthe world that he became agreat man, and had 
rwelve Princes iſſuing from his loynes and after a greatnation, Why 
ſhould the Saints doubt of things needfull £ ſeeing even thoſe of 
whom we are not ſurc that they were Saints, enjoyed ſo great abun- 
dance, or why ſhould any man boaſt himſelfe of theſe things 2 which 
an Iſhmael may haveas well as an 7/aac. And why ſhould not we be 
incouraged to ſerve Godin uprightnefſe £ who vouchſafeth fo libe- 
rally to reward his ſervants, as to bleſle their children ſo much for 
' their ſakes. And ſo much forthe life of 7ſhwnael. 

Now for his death, whichis ſet downe, Ger.25.17. Theſe are the_ 
yeeres of the life of Iſhmael 137 yeeres, and then hee gave up the ghoſt, 
| and died, and was gatheredto his people. Helived ten yeeres more then 
| Sarah, for ſhe lived 127-and he an 137 andrhis isto be noted of him, 
| that the yeeres of his life are reckoned, which is nor done to any 


| See Ainworth wicked man in Scripture againe, whereby ſome probability is given 


on Gerz23.17 That he was agood man, ſceing it is alſo ſaid, that He was gathered 


to hx people, a phraſe notiiſed of any but good men, fignifying that 


— 
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worldly greatneſſe. This mercy muſt be confeſſed, if God have |- 


C 


| have him put his hand under his thigh (a geſture uſed to the godly 


he went among the Congregation of the good men which went before 
him. But howlſoever, we muſt learne by his death to prepare for 
ours, that we'/may be gathered unto our people. If welive as Gods 
people, we ſhall die as Gods people, and be gathered amongſt them, | 
and ſhall be raiſed up alſo with themarche reſurrection of the juſt. Bur it 
we live with the wicked, we ſhall die with the wicked, and'be gathe- 
red together with them to ſhame and torment atthe laft. And ſo much 
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of Iſhmael Abrahams ſonne by Hagar. = 

Now of othersthar lived at the ſame time. Eliezer of Damaſcus 
the Steward of his houſe, into whoſe hands hee committed all thar 
he had, ſo ir is told us, Ger.15.2. and 25.2. Hee was his eldeſt 
ſervant, and ruled over all that he had, of his Birth and Death we 


{readenothing in Scripture, but of his Lite ſome paſlages are related, i 


1. His vertues and good deeds, for of his bad deeds no mention is 
made, not that he was altogether free from ſinne, for if Abraham | 
and Sarah were in ſome things found faulry,- it cannot be thought 
that this man a ſervant of theirs was faultlefſc, but becauſe the Lord 
did not write an entire ſtory of his life, but would ſer him before 
the eyes of ſervants as an example for them to imitate. Now of | 
him therefore wee muſt note his good carriage, his benefits and | 
his crofles. 
Firſt for his good deeds, when Abraham called him and would 


Patriarkes by ſuch as bound themſelves to them by an oath, perhaps 
to lignific their ſubjection to them, and faith in the promiſed ſeed 
which wastocome out of their loynes) he would not haſtily and hand- 
over-head take that oath which was miniſtred unto him, but 
wich due caution and warinefle, that he might notthruſt himſclfe into 
the danger of forſwearing himſelfe by raſhneſſe, but might have a 
quiet conſcience by ſeeing clearely how farre his oath bound him 
and to what, that fo he might know himſelfe able to performe his 
oath and might accordingly fulfill ir. 

Inhim therefore welearne to be warie in ſwearing and to ſweare 
in judgement, that is, adviſcdly and with good confideration,infor- 


Eliezer. 


The Scripture 
ſaith nothing 
of his Birth and 
Death,nor of 
his faults. 


ming our ſelves fully of the thing ſworne too,thar it might not be 
either impoſſible or unlawfull to the intangling of our ſoules in the. 
perill of falling into that hainous offence of perjury. No man muſt 
proceede toan oath haſtily and inconſiderately, but muſt ponder upon 
the thing ſworne too,that he may have afull reſolution ee 
the ſame. Looke to your ſelves that you ſhew the like religious re- 
ſpe to the great name of God, An oath isaſtrong bond in which 
a man laics his ſoule as it were in pawne to God, ſo thar the breach 
| of his oath is a forfeiture of his pretious ſovule to the hands of Gods 
judgement, ſo great abond muſt not be taken upon ug without great 
| cautclouſneſle. They therefore that have ſworneon a ſuddaine,nor de- 
liberating ſcrioufly of ir, muſt know that they have even offered con- 


His vertues, 
1.He procec- 
ded warily to 
an oath, 


tempt to God, becauſe though perhaps the thing was juſt and Fon 
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| ble, yeritwasſo by chance alone and as it fell out, and if it had beene 

| otherwiſe, yetthey would havetaken it ſo that no rthankes was due to 
any religious care of thcirs if it were otherwiſe. Repent therefore 
of your baſtincfſe and heedeleſneſſe in iwearing, this is to ſhew 
your ſclves ſuch as doe not feare an oath, and ſo doe not ducly re- 
i yerence and honour the great Majeſty of God, whoſe name in 
{wearing you invocate againſt your ſelves. 

Therefore alſo thoſe that miniſter an oath muſt not be diſpleaſed at 
ſuch cautclouſneſſe, but muſt readily ſatisfie the doubts and ſcruples | 
of thoſe that ſweare, that with good conſcience and a quiet minde 
| they may take it upon them, for ſceing they be careful! before they To 
' ſweare to underſtand what they ſweare unto, it giveth good hope thar 
after they have ſworne they will be as carefull that they keepe ir, and 
fo their oath ſhall be ro ſome purpoſe, which ſhould very much con- 
tent and ſarisfie him that gives them the oath. But hethat will ſpeedily 

\and without conſidering take an oath, will alſo be as ready to breake i 
it, alledging his former ignorance or miſtaking, as an excuſe of his 
not fulfilling ir. Hitherto of his devotion to God in reſpe& of his wa- 
ry entring into an oath. | [ 
2. Carried | | Now comes to be handled his good carriage towards Abraham in 
mages ya the buſineſſe by oath committed untohim.. Firſt, he uſed due ſpeede 
*$ Py in fulfilling his oath, for without more then neceſſary deferring hee 
Ipeedinper- |addrefied himſelfe tothe performance of his oath having thoroughly 
forming his | underſtoodir, for knowing his Maſters will to bethat he ſhould ferch | 
the woman and net bring Iſaac backeagaine thither, and that ifthey | 
would not give him awife for Iſaac without his owne comming, then L 
he ſhould be free from the oath, and withall being incouraged by | 
The iourney, | Abrahams words, that God would fend his Angell before him and | 
was about 399] proſper his journey, he made all good ſpeede to take his journey 

i; abourthat weighty ſervice, and went unto Meſopotamia to diſpatch 
it, taking to that end ren Camells with all other things neceſſary, 
ſeeing all his Maſters eſtate was at his command. | ) 

Here learne, that when you have ſworne you muſt not delay the | { 
performance of it, but fo ſoone as ſhall be convenient, and as you \ 
have power, muſt ſettle to doe the thing ſworne to. All you thar 
'have ſworne aity Jawfull and poſſible thing, looke on Abrahams 
| godly ſervant and be mindfull of your oathes, confider the great- 
(nelfe-of God to whom you are tied, and put not off the worke from 
\rime to time, ſecke notneedleſſe delayes, make nor fearefull or ſloath- 
full excuſes, bur freeyour faith and pull your ſelves out of the danger | 
'of Gods diſpleaſure by a conſcionable fulfilling of vour oathes. The k 
' Phariſces could ſay, thou ſhalt not forſweare thy ſclfe but fulfill thine 3 
oathes to God, Let us ſhew our ſelves at leaſt as wiſe and conſcionable 
as a Phariſee conld reach us to be. 

But whar if we perceive the oath to haye beene of an unlawfull 
thing © 
| I .  y then we muſt repent of our naughtineſfe in taking it, oo 
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ſo forbeare to add a ſecond finne in doing that which is unlawfull, | S 
For it is impoſſible that an oath ſhould be of more force to binde a 
man to athing, then Gods Commandement is to reſtraine him from it. 
Nothing can have more force to binde conſcience then Gods Com- 


mandement. . 
But what if it proove impoſſible 2 
I anſwer, if that impoſſibility might have beene foreſcene, ovr 


raſhneſſe in not foreſecing it muſt be repented of, but if it could nor 
have beene foreſeene, we muſt reft our ſelves ſatisfied in this, that 
i our minde was faithfnlly to have fulfilled: it, if God had not caſt in 
our way ſuch an impediment, but no hazard, no coft, no labour 
muſt ſtand betwixt us and the accompliſhing of our oathes, for Da- 
vid ſaith, that a good man ſweares to bis hindrrance, and yet fulfills, 
*T were better for a man to be undone in the world or to looſe this 
4 {naturall life, then to breake his oath for feare of lofle or death. So 
[ | much ofthis mans conſcionablenefle in regard of taking and keeping 
| 


Pal.y 5.4: 


| an oath. | 
! Now ſee his vertuous carriage inthe thing. xz. His great diligence 


i n_ maine worke, 2. His diſcretion. 3, His piety and religiouſ- 
neſle, 

To begin with the laſt, he ſerved his Maſter religiouſly. Firſt, he Ard 
thanked God for his good ſucceſſe. 2. He prayed ro God for good "59"uY 2 
ſucceſſe. His prayer is, Ger.24.12,13,14. Wherein he beſought God 
to cauſe him to meecte with a fic wife for 1/a«c. We muſt all learne 
| | ſpecially ſervants, for of ſuch a one we ſpeake now,to commend our | 
\ | Maſters buſincſſes to God, praying him to proſperus. A good and | 

| godly ſervant when he imployeth himſelfe in his Maſters worke, muſt 224 
| ſhew himſcife ro be Gods ſervantand to have faith in his providence, 
truſting in his goodnefſe and blefling more then in his owneability, In- ; 
__ deed ſuch a particular begging of ſuch and ſuch occurrents to ſhew | 
' us Gods minde was peculiar tohim, and is not required of us, for hedid 
l | it by the peculiar inſpiration of Gods Spirit, bur in generall to beg 
| . Gods affiſtacce that belongs to all good Servants. You that would 


Oo . . 
; be counted godly ſervants, have you thus ſanRifted your indeayours 


|by prayer? have you thus called on his name to guide and ſpeed 
,you 2 if you have, you have done well, take comfort in it, it is 
a teſtimony that you ſerve for conſcience ſake,nor as men-pleaſers,and 
that you ſerve the Lord in ſerving your Maſters, if you have nor, be 
. humbled and lament ir, as a matrer of prophaneſſe and a cauſe of 
' many crofles and a meanes to make you proud of your ſelves, if good 
ſucceſle attend you. And now tread hereafter in the ſteps of this god- 
; ly Servant, Pray,pray to him for his affiftance and bleſſing upon your 
ſelves, and the workes you take- in hand for your Maſters, that ſo ir | 
; may appeare you doe all in faithand obedience to God. | 
, Againe,this manfinding that God did anſwer his requeſts, bleſſeth | 3-He praiſed 
God, verſe 26,27. Where is his reverent behaviour outwardly, hee | 22 for his 


| bowed, and then the matter of his thankes, he ſaid, bleſſed be the Lord, —_— 
| | you" 
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| you muſt learne with all humble behaviour of body and conſequent. 
ly of mind and with all fincerity and hcartineſle to praiſe God for 
your good ſucceſle, and ſoit will appeare that you aſcribe all to God 
and not to your ſclves. If you have beene thus thanktull, it is an ex- | 
cellentthing in which you muſt take comfort ; nothing is atruer proofe 
of true goodneſſe, then a conſtant care to bleſſe and praiſe God for 
his perpetuall goodnefle in proſpering us, it not, lament the want of ir | 
asa manifeſt proofe of pride and want of faith. 

And now let usall learne to be par:icularly thankfull ro God for 
particular benefits, yea cven ſuch outward benefits, mueh more for in- 
ward. This is the way to continue, to ſanctific, and increaſe benefits, 
God loveth thankfullneſle as men alſo doe. It we improove his be- 
nefits to ſogood apurpoſe, we ſhall not wantthem in due time, onely 
{ce that your thankes be not alone verball. 

«He was dif- | You have ſecne his piety, now his diſcretion ſhcwes it ſelfe firſt 
5; ai jin ſctring downe what a woman he would have for Iſaac, viz.a cour- 
teous and laborious woman, one that came out to draw water, and 
onethat would reſpect a ſtranger, and give him to drinke and his Ca- 
mels alſo; truly a woman cour:eous of difpofition,and of body ſtrong, 
and healthy, and paincfull,is a fir woman to make a wite. 
Ag1ine,he proceeds diſcreetly in his carriage to winne her and her 
Parents, he gives her gifts and rhem alſo, and truly relates the proſpe- 
rous eſtate of his Miſter, all which tend to perſwadethem toyeeld her, 
and her ſclfe ro give her ſelfeto Tſaac for a wite, So muſt every ſer- | 
vant uſe diſcretion and prudence in his Maſters affaires, raking the beſt | 
courſe he canto make them ſort well inthe end. | 
5.He had 2 Another part of his good behaviour, is care of his Camels, to | 
care oiis which he lookes togive water and provender in due time, So ſhould | | 
a good ſervant,and every good man in his travclls, have aduecare of | 
his beaſts, and looke that they havethings fir for them. Yea firſt ſhould 
| hee looke to them unleſſe neceſſity compell otherwiſe, and then 
to himſelfe, not like to them thar rie their horſes to the rack-ſtaves,and 
6 Wis dliven;) fill themſelves with drink or victuals, 
andmade haſt] Then his laſt good deedis, he makes haſt about his bufineſle, to 
me his bu- [rel] it and {etit a foot,for he would not eatetill he had done his errand, 
: wap [andrhen he effects his bufineſle fully, for he roſe up betimes inthe mor- 
| ning and would not ſtay one day, but with all ſpeed rcturnes to lerhis 
Maſter ſee his good ſucceſle. O that you ſervants would all be ſuch 
ſervants, faithiull, diligent in your Maſters affaires, religious, devour, 
praycrfull, thankful on all occaſions, and carefull of rhe beafts and 
other goods commitred to your charge,and returne home when your 
| buſineſle is diſpatched. 
| 


Col.3.22., 
Ephe\.6. Go 


Now faults in him the Lord ſhewes none as I ſaid before for the } 
| cavſe then memioned, 
His benefies, Benefirs he had foure very great. 1. That God gave him a godly 
| 1-Godg37e | Maſter. 2. That God gave him favour in his eyes, ſo that hetruſted 
praying ped hoon with all he had. 3. That God made him atruc a" 
an 


UMI 


UMI 
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favour. 
3 He was a 


brought him ſafe and with good ſuccefle to his Maſters houſe. Youthar 


4 God profpes 


men, and it God grant you favourand 'good ſuccefle in your journeys, | [cy ham, 


learneto be very thankfull for it, | 
| And for his croſle ir was this, he was aſervant, to be a bond-man is Hiscrofſe, 
aleſſe defircablecondition as Pal intreateth, ſaying, if rhow mazit be _ : 
{ free uſeit rather, butit is an eaſfie crofle if a man can meete with ſo | : 
godly a Maſter and be accepted with him, hence S. Paul ſaith,care net ' 
for it, you that muſt live by {ervice,vrumble not at this croſſe. For your 
ſervice isnot a bondage for life; bur alone as apprentices for a certaine 
time,or as hired ſervants from yeereto yeere, murmure not at the 
'  meaneneſle of your cſtate, but frame as this man to be faith- 
| full and godly, and you may live as happily here, 
and getas muchglory in Heaven here- 
| after as your Maſters, 


(*,*) 


| 


and free are all oneto God. And laftly, that he proſpered him and 2.He hag uis | 


s, 


be ſervants pray for theſe bleſſings. Beſcech God to make you his free 5 © hritbay | 
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LOT, his VVite and 


Dz ughters. 


> Fter the Example of Abraham ad his Fami- 

ly, wee come to thoſe that lived in the ſame 

Y = Agewith him, particular perſons and whole 

JE KA ZO Cities and peoples. Among parricular per- 

== ſons Iwill begin with Zoz, and then ſpeake 
L) a word of his wite and daughters. 

SS Forhimſclte, when andof what Mother he 
=> Was borne, it is not recorded, but wee have 
potice of his Father, who was Hara the bro- 
ther of car who dicd before his Father inthe Countrey of Me- 
ſopotamia. 

The dearh of Zot is alſo concealed in Scripture,ſo that we cannor ac- 
quaint you when he cnced his daies,nor where. 
But in his life we muſt obſerve what good is found in him and whar 


— 


E 


| evill, and ſecondly, what things he met withall in his life both good 


and bad. 

Firſt for his goodneſle in general, he hath the reſtimony of the 
Holy Ghoſt by the penof S. Peter, that he was arighteous man. Ir is 
ſaidthere, that God delivered juſt Lot, as alſo, that righteous man dwel- 
ling among ft them vexed his righteous ſoule, This is proofe enough of 


his goodnefle, and it was neceſlary for the cleering of his name, that 
| rhe 
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Abrahams 
Contem po- 
raries., 


Lot. 


His dcath is 
not menuoned 
in Scripture, 


His vertueg, 
He was a 
righteous man, 
2 Pet.2.8. 
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the New Teſtament ſhould teſtific of his righteouſheſle, becauſe the 


narration of his life in the old leaves him in ſuch a caſe as would 
make the Reader afraid, leaſt hee had quite falne away from all 


goodnefie, but Peters teſtimony is proofe enough, thatthe commait- 
ting of that great finne did not take him of from the number of rhe 
| righteous. 
| No finneis ſo great but repentance wipeth it fo cleane away,that 
the offender is righteous and muſt be ſo eſteemed, notwithſtanding 
;the grievouſneſle of his crime. Now let each of us labour to ger true 
[righreouſneſſe, that though this title be not beſtowed upon him by the 
 undeceivable pen of ſome Author of holy Wrir, yer hce may heare | 
| irpronounced by our bleſfied Saviour art the laſt day, when ſtanding 
!ontheright hand he may be bleſſed with the blefling of the righte- 
ous. And let me be bold to turne my ſpeech unto youthar have beene | 
'andarethe grievouſeſt finners ; If you lament your urrighteouſnefſle, 
reſt on Chiiſts righteouſnefle, 2nd hereafter ftndic rignteouſneſſe 
| - your lives, you ſhall cnjoy the happincſſe of righteous men ar 
| (Laſt. 
mn] There is a ſeeming righteonſnefle, a meere Pharifaicall paint, when | 
7 /a man carries himſelfe blameleſly to men.ward,ar leaſt in reſpe& of 
[rhegroſſer as of evill. This will ſaveno man at the laſt, nor com- 
fort him in time of temptation ; theres atrue and rzall righteouſneſle, 
which will undoubredly ſ{avethem which can þe ſo happic as to ger ! 
it, and of this true righteouſnefſe there are two forts, one of the | 
Law, it ſtandeth in a perfet conformiry of heart and life unto the | 
| exact ruleof Gods Law, And if there had beene a Law given which 
could have given life, doubtleſſe righteouſueſſe ſhould have beene by the 
Law, but now the Scripture hath concluded all under finne, that the_ 
promiſe by the faith of Teſus Chriſt may be given to them that beleeve : 
So now we muſt have arighteouſnefle by promiſe, that is; by the Gol- 
pell,forthat of the Law is too high for us. 
Theri-htcour.| Andthe righteouſneſle of the Goſpell is twofoid, one without us, 
nefſe ct the | performed by our bleſſed Saviour for us, as a ſurety paies the debr 
-1-» 2 5-| forthe debrers uſc and benefit, by which we ſtand juſt before Gad, 
z and have our finnes pardoned and are accepted to ſalvation, When 


_— —_— 


Gal.z-21,22, 


[reſt alone upon Chriſt for all good things according tothe promiſe. 


| Theothegis within us, it is a gift beſtowed upon and wrought in us 


'by the Spirit of God, alwaics and inſeparably joyned with the for- 
mer, by which we are maniteſted to our {elves and to others to be 
[juſt, and ic ſtandeti ina true defire and indeavour to know ard leave 
| every ſinne forbidden by God, and to know and doe all good 
| workes required, ſo that we ſtill continue to humble our ſelves for 
| our failings, and to ſecke unto God- for pardon and helpe in and by 
; Chriſt and his Spirit. Thisrighteouſnefle of faith which denomi- 
nates him in whom it is righteous, you multall ger, elſe you ſhall ne- 


we have ſo ſcene our own miſery as to goe quite our of qur ſelves and | 


|ver artaine cternall life. It is a thing appointed of God in ſuch | 
| = 4-6 = __per- 
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perfection of goodneſſe and wiſdome, thatit cannor be found inany| 
Hypocrite ſeeme he never ſo good, and will ſurcly be found in any 
upright hearted man be he never ſo weake; never leave ſtriving till 
{you have gotten it, and gotten certaine knowledge that you! 
have it, 

| Dot thou in thy heart ſee and acknowledge thy felfe ro be a 
curſed finner, by reaſon of thy corrupt nature that is derived tothee 
[from Adams loynes and thy wicked life, whereby thou thy ſelfe 
haſt a&tually rranſgrefſed the Law of God? Yes.Doſt thou conteſle 
thy ſelfe alrogether unable of thy ſelte to ſaiisfic for or deſerve par- 
don of any of theſe finnes, or to conquer andovercome them in thy 
ſelfe2 Yes. Doſt thou acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt ro be a ar many 
and perfe& Saviour, ready and able to pardon thee and heale thee, | 
and doſtthou even labour and defire to reſt upon his merits and his 
-+4Spirit for pardon of finne and true holinefle 2 And doſt thou herevp- | 
on pur on arcſolution, and proceede in an indeavour to caſt away all ; 
finne and to worke all righteouſneſſe, fill confeiſing and lamenting 
thy faults and failings, and renewing thy requeſts for pardon and- 
grace andthy purpoſes of amendment? Yes. | ſay thenro that ſoalt | 
| amongſt you that cantruly make this anſwer. to theſe queſtions, that 
he is a righteous man according tothe. language of the Goſpell, nor 
| righteous with Legall righteouſneſle (for inthat ſenceneyer was any 


' 


[ 


found ſince our firſt Parents: falling from the ſtate of innocency, 
| ONE alone, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt excepted, nor ever ſhall be to 
the laſt day, but righteous with the righteouſneſſe of the Goſpell, 
perfeRly juſtified in the fight of God and ſincerely ſandified in him- 
{elfe, yea though any ſuch amongſt you have many and ſtrong cor- 
ruptions divers times ſtirring in yoly, and producing evill and wicked 
as, yer if he perſiſt in lamenting them and renewing his repens 
trance, as often as he finderh himſclfe an offender,yetis he ajuſt man, 
yeait any have runne into moſt foule and grofſe finnes more then 
| once, yetif he have now caſt away thoſe {innes, and be returned 
againe to his purpoſe and indeavour of godly living, he is arigh- 
reous man and ſhall be ſaved as was Lor. So much for Lots good- 
neſſe in generall. 

Now I will ſpeake of thoſe particular good deeds which hee is 
| commended for in Scripture. Firſt, he left his owne Countrey and 
Fathers houſe with his Grand-father Terah and his Unkle _16ra- 

ham, this was agood deed and commendible. Indeed if hee were 
then a meere young man, nor yet living asthe Maſter of a family of 
himſelte, but under.the roofe of his Father, then che commendati- 
| on is not: great, for he might be then driven to ir by the authority of 
| his Grand-father, rather then be lead by any faith in himſelfe. Bur 
[ ſuppoſe, he was then of age to make his owne choice of habitati- 


on, and might if it ſeemed pood unto him, haye ſtayed in Aram | 


erin the as well as his Unkle Nahor did the Father of Rebekah, 


Q 2 and 


for in the ycere of the World 2079, cAbrabam left his Countrey, | 


Re 


[ 
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Lots particular 
yerrues. 

1,He left his 
owne Coun- | 
trey and Fa- 
thers houſe. 


%s 
\ 


| 


| 


2, Hec was 
:roubled ac 
the evill con. 
verſation of 
the Sodomites. 
2 Per.2,8, 

Lt 


| 


: pal. Ig9.136, 


[the true, if ever you deſire to inherit ſalvation. Now the falſe gods 
that we arc indanger to ſerve, arc the World, and the things of the 
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prooverth, that hee had faith 
life. | | 
Youmuſt all learne to be ready to foriake falſe gods and cleaveto 


in that God and was accepted to 


World, and our ſelves, Plcaſure, profir, credit, caſe, and the like, 
theſe be your Idols theſe be the things that men in our times and 
Countries dee ere as it were ſtumbling blocks unto rhemlelves, 
the belly, the backe, the purſe, the profits and contents of this world, 
theſe we ſeeke for more then for Gods favour, theſe wee long for 
more then grace, to getor keepe theſe we leave the waies of God, 
we give our affeions and thoughts more to rheſe then unto God, 
and will not obey his bleſſed Commandements farther then theſe 
wicked Idols will give us leave. Now you can no more ſerve God 
and eAlammon and the belly, then youcan ſerve God and Dazex or 


[F/ ſhtaroth, or God by Tupizer and Tue, The Lord hath imployed | 


mee now thirty yeares or thereabouts, to call you from following 
theſe unhappy Idols, at lengrh rid your hands of them and doc 
the ſame thing in cffe&t, that Zot did when hee left his Countrey | 


MP 
and came intothe land of promiſe with Abraham. | 
But another good deed of Lots we reade of, and that is, he vexed | 
his righteous ſoule from day to day with the uncleance converſation | 
of the Sodowites, and itisfaid, he was labouring againſt, for ſo much | 
the word in proper ſignification of it doth exprefſe. He was burdened | 
withir, and even Jaboured under it as under a burden, hee was alſo 
upon the rack with it. - He grieved ſo for it, that hee would faine 
have amended ir,andnor finding that poſſible it was atorture unto him 
to fee itgrowing more'and more. This is a good thing to grieve at 

the common faults ahd ſinnes, 7 beheld the tranſereſſour and was grie- 
ved, Pſal.719.158. and inanother place, Rivers of teares euſh out of | 
mine eyes, becauſe men keepe .not thy Law, It wee hatefinne, it wee 
love the.glory. of God; or the ſoules of men, we muſt needs be 
teved to fee that donewhich our ſelves hate, and which tendeth 
ro Gods diſhonour and the damnation of men. If we grieve for fin 
we ſhall be prefervedfromthe'contagion of it, and keepe our ſelves 
utſporred inthe: common polſirion:. but if wee have -nor-{o much 
graceasto bewaile it, .WweFhall. quickly ſhew our ſelves ſo weake as 
& 1 to 
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to fall ro the imitating it ar leaſt in ſome degrees. Yea the Prophet 
| Ezekiel noteth, that the mourners were marked out for deliverance, 
| Jas Noah was in the deſtrution of Sodowe and Gomorrha. | | 
Now come let mee enquire of you my Brethren. Doe you take 
the finnes of others heavily s doe they pierce your hearts with ſor- 
lrow ? Are they burdens to you? Ah, how many doe rather rejoyce, | 
in ſeeing other mens evills in ſecrer, and joyne with them intheſame 
| exceſſe of riot, are glad to ſee and heare lewdnefſe from others; and $,;, 1... 
to joyne with them it. Whar are theſe £ how farre from deſcrving kennefte. 
to be called righteous 2 Put even of thoſe that be righteous (as wee 
hope there are ſome) fo farreinferiour are they to Lot in goodnefſle, | 
though having farre better meanes then any Sodome affoorded, they | 
ought alſo to be better perſons,that few tearcs ſerve them, andlirtle 
ſorrow is found in them for the common finnes. The common 
oathes, curſing, Sabbath-breaking which are every where rife, doe 
not grievethem ar all. One little trifling lofle or crofſe hath made 
them more take on with ſorrow, then all the diſorders of the Land. 
It is but weake goodnefle that is not ſenſible of the contrary bothin | 
it kc1fe and others too, and it is but little ſenſible of it that is bur little | 
orieved forit. - | 
It you ſay,our land is not like Sodowe that wee ſhould live in it fo 
as Lot did there. 
I anſwer, God bethanked in ſome things it is not, and in publike 
rhe faults breake not out thatthere were done openly, bur many ofthe | 
| ſonnes of Sodome are bare-fac'd amongſt us, and wee looke upon 
chem without remorſe, You muſt be ſorry that you have not beene 
| more ſorry for the publike iniquity. Surcly if aſcourgecome it ſhall | 
take you away with the reſt, becauie you havenot ſhewed your zeale | 
| of Gods glory and deteſtation of finne in the rebcllions of the 
reſt. 2% 
And now ſet you to it, ſet youto it, itis ſaid, that Zor did put his 
 ſoule nponthe racke, he was an actor in this ſorrow, he put himleltfe | 
upon it, 1 ſay he was even willing to exerciſe himſelfe ingrieving 
for their naughtineſle, and he ſtrove ro make his ſorrow piercing. O 
| you muſt labour to doe thisas well as any other good worke, tochafe 
 andgrudge and be furious againſt ſuch a finner and ſuch afinner, to 
| jeſt, ſcoffe, and gird, or raile, and bitterly inveigh againſt ſuch and 
ſuch finnes, be {ich ſtraines and flaſhes of wit and anger, as may be / 
| foundin men of no true holinefſe, bur to get alone andeven {ell over 
himſelfe ro fighing, mourning, and lamentation for the common ſinnes 
| thatare every where runne into, this can hardly be aſcribed ro any 
[ching but true piety, if the finnes be ſuch as doe not in any particular 
reſpe& touch a mans ſelfe in way of wrong and injury. Indeed to 
| gricvefor ſuch ſinnes of others, may ſeeme Mm ſome reſpe& as a more 
difficule thing, ſoa more ſure figne of eruth- then to grieve for ones 
owne finnes, you ſhall ſee men driven to teares for their owne of- 
| fences in reſpe& of ſhame or loſle, and ſometimes terrour of heart, | 
| | Q but 
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3. Hee was 
hoſpicall, 


Heb. 3. 2. 
1 Pet. 4:9» 


Chriſtmas, 


_ grieving for the common finnes can hardly proceed from any 
thing but charity to them as they be men, and hatred againſt finne 


arc ſo tender of his reproach, becauſe it is ſomewhat linked with 
our owne, that many men can blubber for it exceedingly. O let 
us love the Common-wealth ſo well and the ſtate of mankinde, as 
ro yeeld ſome of our ſorrow to quicken us in prayer againſt their 
ſinnes. 


_ 116.23. and a Miniſter is expreſſely commanded to be hoſpirall. This 
{ wealth, he that hath but one bed or roome muſt lie abroad him- 


-[to ſpare, the Lord requireth a free communicating of what they 


unhoſpitall Citie, you know hee entertained the Angels. Herein 
he; did follow the ſteps of his Unkle Abraham, it is agood thing 
when aman carries the vertues which hee harh ſcene amongſt his 
| friends asit were home with him, or about him whetherſocver hee 
(goes, and becomes a practitioner of them in all places. Of Lots 
 hoſpitaliry you may reade,Ger.19.2,3. he intreared the Angels whom 
he tooke for men to lodge in his houſe, and gave them the beſt en- 
rertainement he could, yea and hazarded himſclfe ro defend them 
from the inſolent atrempt of the brutiſh Sodomrres. This is a worke 
worthie to be imitated to be, given to hoſpitality, forget z0t to enter- 
taine firangers, uſe hoſpitality one to another without grudging. Gajus 
hath this commendation, that he was the Hoſt of the Church, Rom, 


isarich mans duty,Imeane his that hath ſome indiflcrent proportion of 


ſelfe, or fit up all night if he lodge ſtrangers. Bur of thoſe that have 


{have toothers. May fiot wee be ſtrangers? may not our children 


of another nature, a ſtranger of any faſhion by meanes of Innes, 


and neere friends be ſtrangers 2 will not our hearts tell us  thar 
ir would bee a very ill part in them thar ſhould in ſuch caſe neg- 


le us. 


which it ſcemes-that age did not know, is able to be hoſpitall to 
himſelfe with his money, even to buy all things needfull : but alas 
you have poore neighbours and kinſmen in the ſame Towne, or 
neere hand inhabiting, O invite them to your houſes, make them 
checrefull with agood meale now and then, that have little provi- 
ded at home. This Hoſpitality hath becne formerly much praQi- 
ſed at this ſeaſon of the yeare, and certainely it is a fit ſeaſon to 
praQifſe ir. If wee would ſhew our ſelves glad for our Lords com- 


ming intothe world, let us refreſh his poore members: thar they | 


may rejoyce with us. Some men be nor rich enough to' invite 
many of their wealthie neighbours, but many be of ſo much ability 
that they may well ie choſe of lower ranke, ro whom their 
owne ordinary provifton- will be better then a banquet to ſome 


Andnow athird good deed of Lots is, hee was hoſpitall in thar 


But I am to commend unto Fay kinde of hoſpitality ſomewhat | 


wealthier perſons. Let Lots example commend unto youthis hoſpi- 


| 


42S it is ſinne. If a mcere friend of our owne have offended, wee 
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[yet lovingly and gently intreated the Sodomites to defilt from their 


\ 


—— —— 


| Another good deed we have of Let, He went out, and carneſtly, 


— My Brethren I pray doe not ſo wickedly, and againe, to theſe 
men doe nothing, for therefore came they under my rooſe, Gen.1g.7,8, 
He would tainc have ſtopped thele miſcreants from their abominable 
attempt ; If we fee men ruſhing into finfull courſcs wee ſhall doe a 
good office of charity if with all good rermes and gentle language 
we diſſwade them from wickedncfle. If wee muſt reproove af- 
ter a finne, ſure wee muſt diſlwade aforchand : El; diflwaded his 
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| 


ſonnes from perſiſting in evill , ©_Avizail diflwaded David 
from- murder ; what finne wee hinder not to our beſt power, 
that we cauſe to be written in our owne ſcore, and inwrap our ſelves 
within the guilt of ir. Who would not intreate his neighbour hard 
not to drinke acup of poyſon? It therefore any man have done the 
| contrary, inſtigated others to finne, and cgged them forward 
rather then held them back, ſurely his offence is great, he ach beene/ 
not alone ahelper but a father of the fault, and unlefſe- hee repent 
muſt anſwer for it as munch as the principall. But though you 
have not forgotten your duty info high a degree as to moove others 
to evill, yet if you have ſo much neglected your duty as to forbeare 
to diflwade and hinder them, either out of carcleſneſſe or fearc, you 
are to be humbled for ir,as an effe& of want of loveand zeale. And 
now I pray you doethis good office often, it you ſee a man going 
about an cvill thing, take up Lors words and fay, I pray you Bre- 
thren doe nor ſo wickedly, intreate him to forbeare the doing ofthe 
like for the future. A loving intreary will ſometimes proove of 


beeneſo churlithly rejected. 

It you fay,l ihall bur looſe iny labour. 

I anſwer, Firſt, whitit you doc? you have loſt many worſe labours, 
Secondly,lI ſay who can tell « why will you thinke ſo hardly of your 
Brother ? 

Why I have tried already ? | 

Ianſwer, God may give better ſucceſſe now. Againe Tanſwer, 
chough he hearken not, you ſhall not looſe your labour, for you 
ſhall ſhew love- and obey Gods commandement and receive a re- 
ward from him. 

Yet another good deed of Lots was that he ſought to deliver his 
ſonnes in Law, and perſwaded them to get them out of Sodometoo. 
We ſhould labour not alone to get out of Sodowwe our ſelves, but to 
helpe others out alſo, whether it be out of the.finnes or out of the 


prevaileth with many, if themſelves eſcape danger, they care nor 
what becomes of others. O ſelfe-love 1s Auie of brutiſhneſle, cha- 
rity of aright underſtanding, Live not like beaſts, if they fee perill 
approaching, they runne away for their owne ſate-guard and never 
conſider of thereſt : lerus ſtriveto drawas many 'as we can outof fin 


175 | 


great efficacy. Had they beene any bit Sozomires, Lor ſhyuld not have 


puniſhment of Sedowe, We ſhould deteſt that ſelviſh humour which| 


4.Hc 1atreaced 
the Sodomites | 
to detift from | 
cheir villany. | 


5. He ſoughtt» 
deliver his ſons 
in lavy, 


and miſery. Q4 . The 


| -| | hours, and ler them take hecde rhat a little thing doe not ſcyarate 
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[ow | came with him out of Egypt and dweltneere him, I meane in Canaan. 


{ His faults, Now his badneſſe. And I will begin there where he begnn, firſt 


—— ——— 


6 twrazood | Thedaſt good thing I will note, though it ſhould have beene | 


{ Win ns brought in before as being done before, was this, for a good while 
! CiOI. tO -ALS 


'Nokie Ara | £Ogether hee kept cloſe ro his Unkle, went with him into Zgypr, 


| It is agood thing to lovethe company of good men, and delight to 
| dwell with or neere:them, and happier had it beene for Zo# if hee 
h:d not ſuffered himſclfe to. be divided from his Uakle. Let men 
learne to count it a great happineſle to dwell neere to good neigh- 


them from ſuch. And ſo much for Lots goodnefle, 
port age to ſhew it. He choſe rather to dwell in a rich fertile place amongſt 
ve place a- | vile finfull men then with ſome earthly inconveniencies with 
mon tnfull | aq godly and faithfull min, ſo ſheviing roo great aloe to 
TY riches, and too. ſmall a love to goodneſle, I beſeech you if any of 


you beſo minded that you will rake notice of it as a fault, To be 
fo much ingaged to earthly things, that for the more eaſte obtaining 
of a large quantity thereof, a man can be content to pitch his Tents 
in Sodorze and to dwell there, is too great aproofe of a worldly min- 
ded man. It was the beginning of Lots wine. In choice of your 
babitation looke chicfcly tothe good of the ſoule. If you doenor, 


| We ſhall leffe beare our thoſe faults with impunity for which the 
godly in Seripture have ſmarted before us, becauſe men did not re-' 
ceive warning by the dealing of God with them. The brother is 
whipt more ſeverely that ſeeing another brother corrected before 
him was bo!d yet to ruſh into the ſame fault. Doe not commit the 
| fault that coſt Zo# ſo deare aprice. Leave not a good place for the 
ſoule to get a great benefit forthe body ; let not the world ſway you, 
' neither wholy nor chiefely in chooſing the place of your habitation. 
Lot ſhould have ſaid, Unkle, ſo much content and good doe I re- 
ceive from your good ſelf unto my foule, that 1 will make an hard 
ſhift afore I will leave you, yea I will rather abridge my cattellthen 
looſe your company, or at leaſt, I will be content to take a place 
neere you though it be not ſo fat and fruitfull as ſome other places: 
Doe you, as your owne underſtanding (now thar you ſee the whole 
carriageof things) will teach you, that Zo? ought to: have done. 
And ſo much for this faulr. | 
i.He continu Now againe, worldlineſſe continued to grow ſtronger in Lot, for 


Sodome arnon2 1 - | | : R 
rear finners, | 08 ret ſinners. It was well done that he grieved for their ſinnes, 


it would have beene better done if he had forſaken the Ciry. Hee 
mighr have departed of his owne accord with farre lefſe lofſe, rhen 
| God forc't himour at length, Sure it is a fault, ifa man can poſſibly 
| remove, to make his. conttant aboad in an exrreame wicked place, 
| where heinous and foule finnes are uſually and impudently commit- 
| 


ted, for 1t amans ſelfe eſcape the infeRion, yet it is too too probable 


be aſſured thatſome way ot other God will croſle you as he did Lox. | 


ed ro dw:!lin hee continued to dwell in Sodome, even though rthcy were excee- |. 
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| that his children ſhall be defiled, and carch the finnes of the places 
asthe daughters of Lot and moſt of his ſervants did, for had they 
| beene righteous they ſhould have cſcaped with him. And moſt 
times if any man that hath any the leaft goodneſle, doe ſuffer him- 
ſelfe ro be fo neighboured, it is a fruit of ſome carnall paſſion or 
' other, in favour of which he hardens himſelfe to endure ſuch ami- 
ſcrable thing, as the continuall hearing and beholding of great 
wickedneſſe. Let us take heed no ſuch thing in inveigle. us to pitch 
our Tents inany Sodome. | | 
But againe, Lot I think, offcaded in going about to match his daugh- 
m ters with any of the wicked generation of the Sogomites, Whar could 
he finde none other in all the world to give his children for wives but 
to two wicked men in. that wicked City 2 Would he be content to 
have his children, his childrens childrens children, and all his po- 
ſterity to live inthar little hell, and to be indangered unto the like 
abhominations Surely the love of the world prevailed here with 
him more then irought to have. Ir is a fault roo common withus, 
{many a Father is regardlefle how bad the place and family be into 
which he matchcth his daughter, ſorhe ſtate be, good. Bethe Towne 
as bad as Sodome, and the perſon as prophane as theſe men, yeta 
o00d living will make them to plant their children in fuck agarden, 
as it were, or wildernefle rather, I cannot conceive but that this is a 
proofe of mans too high eſteeming of outward things, and Ibeſeech 
you Farhers learne ot Lot, provide better for the placing of your 
children, ;. He offered 
Another fault of Lots is, that he did offer his two daughters to| tuswodaugh-| 
the Sodemites, ſaying, Dec to them what ſeemeth good in your eyes. _—_ the S0- 
' Out of a defire to ſave his gueſts from villany he proſtitutes thoſe | 
| that ſhould have beene dearcr to him then any gueſts: and ſo would 
redeeme the ſtrangers from wrong with the hazard of his childrens 
| chaſtity. He is to be ſomewhat excuſed by the preſent occation, in 
{that hurric and diſtemper he had nor leaſure to confider well of the 
\thing he did, but through haſt was puſhed forward to doe fo great 
jan hurt unto the two maides. Hee doth evill here that good may 
come of it, a thing that S. Paul! would never allow, for he faith con- 
cerning it, God forbid. The doing of evill is fimply finfull, the ſuffe- | R9m0.2- 
ring of evill not ſo, wherefore a man ſhould reſolve rather to be a 
patient in the greateſt evill then anagent in the farre leſſer. In doing 
any evill a man doth diſobey God and tranſgrefleth his Law, in ſufte- 
ring it he doth alone receive miſery to himſcke : now the greateſt mi- 
{ery is not ſo great an evill as the leaſt finne, It behooverh us totake 
heed that our carnall reaſon doe never ſo over-{way us, no not on the 
ſuddaine, that wee ſhould conſent to ad any cvill for the procuring 
of any good. And if wee have done otherwiſe, wee are to im- 
pute it to our ſelves as a great weakeneſle, and ſo to confefle it and | , yclingred 
humble our ſelves forit before God. [in Sodom cill 
Againe, Lot lingred in Sodome till the Angels tooke him by the Aga 
p hand! the hand, 
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Job 2.4. 


6. Hee was 
twice drunken, 


| will, Willing hee was to cſcape the deſtrution which was now 


The Example of Crna P.I9,Gc. 


hand and ina kind of gratious. violence ſct him in ſafety againſt his' 


falling upon Sodome,but loath he was to ſave his life at ſo deare a rate 
as the looſing of all his ſubſtance. It is afinne to cleave ſo faſt in 
affeRijon to goods, as not to be'willing with the lofle of all to fave 
our lives. Heloves riches too well that will caſt his life upon great 
danger for the ſaving of them, and not gladly leave them all tofrce 
his life from perdition. Satan could fay,Skinne for skinne and all that 
a man bath will hee zive for the redemption of his life, If wee have 
at any eime found our heart ſo glewed ro wealth, that we have beene 
lingring about -1t, to the manifeſt indangering of our lives, much 
more our ſoules, we ſhould even heartily condemne our ſelves for too 
oreat lovers of riches. | 

Another finne in Zot, was, that he was too timerous and durſt 
not commit himſelfe tothe Mounraines * (whither yer he was faine 
at lengthto flie) for feare leaſt fome or other miſchicfe might be- 
fall him there, and therefore was he ſo over-importunate for the 
ſparing of that City, becauſe ir was little, might he not as well 
have truſted the Angels 'diretion as his owne conceits, and 
ſought and expected ſafety in the Mountaines, when they com- 
manded him to eſcape thither. Doubtleſſe, it is a faulr nor to truſt 
God with our welfare, but to caſt in our heads, what evill may be- 
fall us there where he doth ſend us for ſafety. Let us not yeeld to 
our owne fancies, nor- frame perill to make us diſcontent with that 
eſtate to which God doth call us, for we ſhall finde at length, that 
our owne hopes will deceive us, and we ſhall be never the farther 
of from danger, -becauſe we followed our owne heads. Let wee goe 
t0 Zear (ſaith he) and my ſoule' ſhall live, bur after, he found that 
his ſoule could not live with comfort there, Live where God would 
have us live, and looke for hisprotection there where it ſhall pleaſe 
him toappoint usto live. | , 

Now I come to his two laſt offences, he ſuffered himſclfe to be 
made drunken by his daughters two ſeveralltimes, one ſhortly after 
another. You ſee how agood:man may be overtaken with grievous 
finnes, and drawne by thoſe whom he Joveth and truſteth to gric- 
vous abhominations. O let us feare our ſelvesand pittie others, and 
take heed wee ſuffer not -our neereſt friends to be a ſnare unto us. 
Eſpecially beware of drunkennefle, it is nor alone a great offence it 
ſelfe, bur laies us open to all other crimes. Make a man drunken, 
and he will eaſily be drawne to defloure his owne daughter. Keepe 
your ſelves from exceſſive drinking of wine or ſtrong drink. It is 
raging,it is mocking, it will change you into very beaſts, and make 
you runne into ſuch crimes, as your ſoules at other times would 
even loath to rhinke of, Labour to'be temperate, or elſe you can 


hardly be chaſte and modeſt. Deprive not your ſelves of reaſon by 
pleaſing your palate, expoſe not your ſefves to the danger of the 


| fouleſt of all-finnes, by ſo baſe a pleaſure as ſatisfying the taſt with 
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| make your ſmaller crofles ſeeme lighter to you then elſe they 
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the reliſh of this liquor. And all you Govcernours and Magiſtrates, 
ſet your ſelves with all diligent ſeverity to prevent and beatre 
downe drunkenneſle ; if this offence abound, all other evills wil 


abound with it. | 


Now wee come to LZozrs benefits. Firſt, God drew him out of 
his finnes and gave him repentance, elſe S. Peters words had not 
| beene rrue, that called him a juſt man. O how great a mercy 
' of God is this 2 not to. call us from the ſtate of corruption at firſt, 
: but when wee have almoſt -departed backe againe $0 folly, to re- 
call us from our grievous ſfinnes, and heale our wounded foules, 
by cauſing us to repent unfainedly. Preſume not on this mercy, 
| but if you have found ir, praiſe God moſt earneſtly for it, and 
let not the greatneſſe of finne diſcourage you from returning unto | 
| God againe, for ſuch is his grace, that he will readily receive you 
 afrer ſuch wandrings. 


| 


His benefits, | 
I, God gave 
him repens» 
tance, 


Againe, you ſce that God gave him riches great ſtore, the 
Lord can give the {ame to other of his people with as plentifull 
a hand, bur if hee doe nor, you fee in Lot what cauſe there 1s nor 
ro- murmure ; for riches did undoe Lot almoſt, and therefore was 
God faine to take them all againe, becauſe hee could nor fo uſe 
them as not to ſer his heart too much upon them. If God hath| 
| beene pleaſed ro grant you theſe things, let Lots example make 
you carefull to keepe your hearts from being too much inamomed 


of them. | 

Further, Lot obtained a gracious deliverance for himſelfe ind] 
his wife and his daughrers out of the burning of Sedeme, hee la- 
mented their ſinnes and eſcapeth the puniſhment. - Learne the beſt 
way to ſave your ſclves'from common ftroakes, even by be. 
wailing the common finnes, and prooving your ſelves to be righre- 
ous perſons, Yea, God yeclded much to Lots weakeneſle in 
granting him leave to goe to Zoar, and ſaving that Cty alfo for 
his ſake. Surely God 'is as ready alſo now to palle by weakeneſles, 
\and will much more willingly grant the berter digeſted petitions of 
| his ſervants. | 

Now Lots miſery, firſt hee was taken Captive and loſt all his 
goods. Secondly, hee loit his goods againe 1n Sodowme. Thirdly, 
his Wife. Laſtly, hee was plagued with wicked childref, that 
drew him to grievous offences. Prepare to looſe 'all you have, 
cipecially it you finde your ſoules over-carneſtly addied to them 
and cauſe not God to pull them out of your hands'by ſetting your 
hearts upon them. Prepare your hearts to looſe your yoake-fel- 
lowes by ſome ſtrange and- unexpeRted accidents. Prepate to have 
your children naught and wicked, and take heed rhat your owne 
folly in chooſing for wealths ſake an evill place of habitation be 
not an inſtrument of making them ſuch, yea learne to: be thank- 
full that God hath yet ſaved you from fuch muferies , and 
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2.He and his 
were delivered 
out of the bur. 
ning of $9: 
dome. 


His afli&ions 


were fauce, 


| : __ would, | 
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would, by comparing them with theſe ſoheavic and burdenſome 
croſles, 

Now what became of Lot after all this , the Scripture doth 
not ſpeake, and therefore here wee leave and will ſpeake two 
words of his Wife alſo : firſt, the benefits ſhee received. Se- 
condly, the finne ſhee committed. Thirdly,the puniſhment thar 
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fell upon her. 
Lots wite, | The benefits ſhee received were two, firſt ſhee was redeemed 
Her benefits from the Captivity of the Kings that had taken her ſelfte, Hus- 
1. Deliyere 


band, Daughter and whole Family priſoners in the Conqueſt of ; 
Sedome, where they dwelt at that time, and upon their delive- > 
rance neither ſhee nor her husband had the grace to conſider of ir, ; 
and to remoove from Sodome and dwell againe in ſome better 
2.Delivercd | pJace neerer CAbraham. Secondly, ſhee was delivercd out of the 
——— burning of Sodome together with her Husband and Daughters , 
; ſaving that. ſhee made the benefit unprofitable to her ſelfc by her 
ſinning. 
Her fin, thee And her finne though it ſeemed little in reſpet, yet indeed 
looked backro| was very great. The matter was ſmall, the tranſgrefſion was great, 
25A | as ingreat poyſon, fullneſſe may be found in a ſmall quantity of 
liquor, even in a drop or leffe then a drop. Shee was forbidden 
by the Angell that ſent her forth to looke backe ro Sodome, and 
yet expreſſely againſt that charge ſhee did looke backe, the cauſe 
* | of that prohibition may ſeeme to -have beene this, the Lord 
knowing her too cager affeion. to the goods ſhee left behinde her, 
would have her now caſt off that inordinate paſſion, and accep- 
ting the goodneſſe of God in giving her her life for a prey, not 
| {o much as to turne and looke towards Sogome , but truſt God for 
| goods who had now vouchſafed them life, but ſhee belike thin- 
king (as many of us would have thought) as good die as be ſent 
away a beggar and deſtiture of all things, could not keepe her 
heart conſtant in taking notice of the great benefir of eſcaping the 
fire, but out of griefe to leave houſe and all after her, turned 
backe to ſalute them once againe with her eye. This fſinne 
78 was compounded of diſobedience to God ſpeaking in the An- 
| gell, and diſ-eſtceme of the preſent mercy and over-gricving the 
lofſe of her wealth. 
h . Take heed you give not your ſelves leave to commit a thing 
| expreflely forbidden, for uſually much naughrinefle concurrcth ro 
produce fuch an a&t,ſo the Lord rhat ſearcheth the heart accounteth 
| that grear,which your blindnefſe maketh you to cfteeme nothing, and | 4 
| foro puniſh it many times with ſome heaviepuniſhmenr. As ir befell 
' Her puniſh= | this woman, her-puniſhment wasto be turned into a Pillar of ſalt. The 
+ Lord inſtantly ſmote her with death, and raking her ſoule from her 
| body changed the body into a pillar, which whether ic be called a 
| pillar of ſalt, becauſe it was of that matter, or becauſe of the 
; everlaſting continuanceof ir, as an everlaſting Covenant is called a 
covenant 
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covenant of ſalt, I cannot determine, The latter ſeemeth to mee; 
the more probable, howſocvcr ſhee is ſet forth to us for an exam- 
ple, by which wee may informe our ſelves thus much, that| 
{when God hath chaſtened us and by our chaſtiſemcnts taken pittie 
{upon us and granted us dcliverances, and yet wee profit fo little 
by both as to continue faulty in the ſame faults, wee ſhall rhen 
finde his hand more heavie upon us by ſome exemplary blow, as 
it is noted by David, that though: the Lord brought the people out 
of Egypt, yet hee did after deſtroy them in the wilderneflſe 
that did not belceve. Let us feare leaſt the Lord ſet 
us up alſo as Monuments of his juſt ſeverity 
when hee findes us not reformed 'by 
| former goodnefle and 
gentleneſle. 
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EE have finiſhed the things that are recor- 
\ ded of Lots ſelfe and his Wife. Next let 
us tell you what is recorded of his two 
Daughters. Their names, their birth, their 
death the Lord vouchſafeth not to mention, 
and of their life not much is written, and 
that which is tends all to their reproach. 
Firſt, good deeds we have none for which 


| ; to commend them, 6r in which to follow 


. them, but bad deeds too many, conſidering how great they 
| WCIc. 
Their firſt finne was, that they conſulted together and agreed 
' about a moſt abhominable finne, nay a pairc of grievous crimes at 
| Once. In which, the firſt-borne did make the motion, and the youn- 
ger gave her conſent. In the conſultation about it, ſee what reaſon 
| | induced, and what it is to which they were inducedby that reaſon. 
| The reaſon is, I, Their Fathers age, who, being now ſhortly to 
leave the world, they would not have his off-ſpring periſh in them- 
R 2 ſelves. 
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ſelves. 2. The want of other men to company with them, S525 
| is not a man in all the earth to come in unto us after the earth, They 
wanted other husbands to beget children of them in lawtull matri- 
| monie z Surely their late abode in Zoar might cauſe them ro know, 4 
that the whole world was not deſtroyed, if they meant that there } 
was never another man left withwhom they might joyne themſelves, | 
they did beguile themſelves too too palpably,for onely Sodome and Ge- 
merrha, «5; Admah and Zeboim, foure Cities of the plaine were 
conſumed with fire from Heaven, the reſt ſtood in their former 
eſtate. Zoar they had ſcene ſtanding and left ir with their Father, 
and ſeeing they dwelt upon a Mountaine, they could nor but dif- 
cerne other Cities round about, for that Countrey was full of 
Townes and people. Ir is like theretore,tharthey meant none neere 
unto us, none of our blood and kindred. But why ſhould they make 
doubt of marrying any other befides their owne kindred. They 
had beene betrothed to husbands in Sodewe, might they nor as well 
marrie any other Cananite as a Cirizen of Sodome, Ir is apparant 
that their reaſons were frivolous and vaine, yet upon them they 
build a full reſolution of committing two fearcfull offences, for 
they agree together ſaying, Come let us make our Father drinke_ 
Wine, and then let us lie with im to preſerve ſeed of him, They 
would ſeeme each to other to be carried with libidinous fancies as 
if luſt led them, but thar a defire of preſerving ſeed was the motive 
to the villanous deſigne. | 

Wee ſee how mans nature is eafily drawne by weake and poore q 
grounds to runne into very loathſome and foule crimes. Better the 
world ſhould have wanted continuance and ended in their perſons, 
then have it ſtored with an inceſtuous off-iſpring. No other mee- . 
ting together of man and woman, if it had beene inthe way of Ma- 
| trumony, is ſimply and of it ſelfe unlawfull, but onely thar of Pa- 
rents and children, for there was atime when the Brother married 
the ſiſter without faule, as in the beginning when the world had 
no other perſons in it but brethren and fiſters, bur never at any 
time was it lawfull for the daughters to have the Father or the Ma- 
ther the ſonne. This therefore was the moſt unlawtull mixture in 
the ſame kinde and of different Sexe that poſſibly could be. Yet up- 
on a ſlender pretext that they knew not how to come by any other 
man, and ſo their Fathers poſterity ſhould periſh, they conſent to 
| accompliſh it. Had they notbeene made more then ordinarily immo- 
deft with the converſation of impure Sodomites, they would have 
beene reſtrained with ſhame and bluſhing, from opening any ſuch Þ 
| thoughr each toother, had it beene to have ſolicited another man, | 
much more their Farher. But cuſtome of hearing and ſeeing ſhame- 
full deeds will baniſh ſhame quite away, and make men bold to ma- 
 nifeſt their wicked conceits one ro another, which elſe modeſty 
| would never ſuffer them to ſpeake of. 
Here indeed the more aged maiden is moſt blame-worthy, forthe | 
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Spiric of God witneſſeth that ſhee: was the firſt moover to this 
lewdneſſe,but the younger was greatly. to be blamed alſo, for ſhee 
conſented to ſuch a motion. Let thoſe that be of more age rake 
heede of giving wicked counſell co the younger, and let the youn- 
ger take hcede of opening their cares to lewde advice. Let us be- 
ware wee ſuffer not our ſelves to be drawne-/ upon pretence of I 
know not what neceſſity or urgent occaſion, to , reſolve on things 
plainely ſinfull, eſpecially ſuch as are extreamely profle and unnatu- 
rall, No neceſſity can excuſe an evill deed, much leffe when ir is 
none other but a counterfeit and falſe appearance of neceſſity. Would 
theſe ſiſters have deferred their defircs a while, they might have 
found their Father at length willing to have left that hole ina Moun- 
taine, and to have converſed againe amongſt men. Why had they 


| on another worſe wickednefle. To make one drunke for any cauſe | 


; not rather perſwaded him to leave that ſolitary kinde of living, 
and betaken himſelfe ro his Unkle Abraham, who was not growne 
cither fo niggardly or unkinde, but that he would have welcomed 
them with good entertainement. Why had they not taken up any 
reſolution, rather then venture on this monſtrous abomination 2 Let 
not the Divell and carnall reaſon beſet us ſo farre, as to faine | 
ro - ſelves aneceſlity of evill-doing, and thentogrow bold to _ 
evill. | 

Bue what did they doc now, to make their Father inceſtu- 
ous? Surely make him drinke wine not moderately and in due quan- 
tity, for then his wits would have beene his owne ſtill, and his 
ſanRified conſcience would have armed him ſufficicently againſt all 
their moſt wanton carriages; yea the gravity of his countenance and 
parcntall authority would hive affrighted them from laſcivious words 
and geſtures, that tended to produce ſuch an effect. They there- 
Frary make him ſtarke drunke with wine, making him by little and 
{Iittlerake into him ſuch a quantiry as would bury his underſtanding, 
| conſcience and all, and turne him into a bruit creature, and then 
they doubt not but that they may caſily allure him to commit folly 
with them. A fearefull (inne it is to reſolve before hand upon 
ſuch awickedneſſe. as this, and that alſo as a loade-ſtone ro draw 


is bad enough, but ro make him drunke of purpoſe ro make him 
filthy after, that is much worſe. Here is amoſt wicked end pro- 
pounded, which would make athing it ſelfe- otherwiſe lawfull ut- 
terly finnefull, if done for ſuch a purpoſe. Here is alſo a meanes 
utterly wicked, though it had beeneuſed for a moſt Jawfull end,bur 
when end and meanes are both ſoremarkeably and exorbicantly ſinfull, 
how great was that finne. Had they began alone to drinke for! 
cheerefull refreſhing of themſelves and their old Father, 'and then 
one cup drawing on another had at unawares made both them- 
ſelves and their Father drunke, and then unpurpoſedly fallen to 
wanton imbraccs and ſoto inceſt, that had beene finne enough. Bur 
to take advice upon it, to determine before hand, that is, ta con- 
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clade fully that they would doe ſuch a thing, this ſhewes that they 
| had ſmothered their conſciences, and were indeed void of all good- 
| nefle. 


| 
O take heed of giving your ſclves leaye deliberately to ſinne, take 
heed of ſerting downe a wicked concluſion in your mindes, and ſay- 
ing, come and let us doe this or this that you know is naughe. This 
| is not to ſlip into the mire bur to wallow in it, this 1s a preſumptuous 
| and a wilfull finne, This is to yeeld your ſcives captives to ſinne, 
and to ſhew your ſelves ſervants of ir. And if any one hath in ſuch 
EE: ſort finned, great repentance 1s needfull to waſh away ſo great a 
- | crime. 
Bur if they had agreed in haſt to perpetrate this lewdnefle and yet 
before the time came of acting it, had called to mind the loathſome- 
nefle of the ſinne, and repenting of their naughty intention, forborne 
toproceed, the matter would nor have beene ſo fowle, then ir might 
have beene attributed to weakenefle and haſt. Bur they goe on in it, 
{the elder ſhee firſt begins, and then ſhe renewes the matter to her 
l Siſter, who is caſily perſ{waded to tojlow her, and ſorhey both con- 
ſent to doe evill and performe italſo. This is a great aggravation of | 
ſinne, that if one have ſome leiſure betwixt the reſolving and exe- 
cuting, yet he hath perſiſted in his wicked refolution, and wanted 
the grace to change his mind. Pe fiſting in an evill purpoſe, ſhewes 
much blindnefle of mind and hardnefle of heart, and proves that God 
hath for puniſhment of wiltulneſie even given one overto his owne 
hearts luſts. 

But now the elder begins to offend, as it were to imbolden her 
Siſter, as if ſhee ſhould ſay, I will begin if thou wilt come afrer, I 
will doeitto night ifthouwilr ſecond meeanother night, ſo the ſinnes 
| of purpoſe to give her Siſter a bad example, to animate her to the 
| like. Thoſe finnes are very grievous, in which a man ſeckes not alone 
| to ſatisfie his owne evill defires, but alſo to corrupt another, and 
| draw him to the like evill. The {inne is greater by how much more 
| love of finne is diſcovered, and he Joves finne exceeding much, thar 
; labours to increaſethe number of its ſervants. | | 
| Further, having layne with her Father, ſhee ſpeakes of it to her 
Siſter, rather in way of boaſting then our of ſhame, and perſwades 
heralſoto doe thelike. It is awickednefſle of an high nature to com- 
mir great ſinnes, and after be rouched with noremorſe forthem, yea 
rather to talke of them with abold face, as ifthey were deedes at leaſt 
not deſerving blame, and when wee have done evill, to preſſe our 
' examples upon othersto imitate. It ſeemes the younger Siſter would 
| not have followed, but that the' elder provoked her the ſecond time. 
| Tauſe a kind of importunity towazds another, and preſſe themagaine 
| and againc to naughtineſle, is aproote of one {cr uponſinne with a full 
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ſame wilfulneſſe, for the elder is as guilty of her Siſters inceſt as of 
her owne. Mca having tranſgrefſed the bounds of modeſty, grow * /*"* ws 
: extreamely carelefſe, and eafily commit the ſecond time what they WE erie, ” 
haye ventured upon the firſt, Ir is more difficulry to forbeare repea- | grevirer hupu- 
ting of afinne then committing it, as iris to drive our an enemy then 7,7,” a 
to keepe him our. Give finne a ſtrong deniall ar firſt, fo ſhall webe 
ſooneſt rid of it. ' | 

Now let us conſider the oflences themſelves, 'for hitherto we have | 4,;. ..... 
looked alone into certaine aggravations of them. Firſt to make aman kinnc, they 
drunke, this 15 a grievous ſane, a purpoſcd lying in waite to over- | Take their Fa. 
come another with wine or ſtrorg drinke, is a toute fault; it hath its | Eanken. 
originall-cver in ſome {ucther evill intention, cither to laugh at the | 
offenders, or otherwile to wrong them, as here, and draw them to' 
| ſome wickednefſe or inconvenience, which elſe they would not be. 
drawne unto. He ſeckes miſchicfe to his neighbour, that ſcekes to | 
ſpoile him of his underſtanding, and mak*=s him a bea't, that he may | 
| draw kim to bcaſtly deeds. Come now and conſider your fclves, 
| if cone of you have thus finned againſt your bretheren. H2 is worſe | 
(then a drunkard, that 1s a maker of drunkards ; aman may be drunke | 
| of meere weakeneſle, but it is wilfulnefſe that cauſeth another to be | 
' drunken. He loves this finne more, that cauſcth it in another, then | 
| hee that commits the ſame himſclfe; If any of you have fo ſinned | 
againſt his brother, he is a very lewd man, and muſt anſwer for thar 
| finne before God with more ſeverity then the perſon thar hath beene | 
| | drawne into it by his meanes. Much repentance therefore is required ! 

| of ſuch an offender, | 

| In keeping himſelfe ſober for an evill end, hee is worſe then if 
| | himſclfe had beene drunken tor company. Theſe two fiſters did | 
| | keepe rhemſclves free from exceſle, that they might better abuſe 
| ' their owne reaſon to worke upon their Fathers unreaſonableneſle, 
; Had they beene all overcome of wine, inceſt had not fo cafily fol- 
| lowed from drunkennefie; but now that the man is ſwallowed up of 
| wine, and the wocman not fo, they prevailed more cafily to make 
| their Father lewd. Ir is a drunken ſobriety that is dire&ed ro un- 
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cleaneſſe, rhey would not be drunken becauſerhey defired to be fil. 
thy. Some men boaſt that rhemſelyes have borne their cups where- 
| with another hath beene overcome, but that ſoberneſle makesthem 
{ greater offenders, then if they exceeded meaſure in drinking. Wher- 
| fore you mult blame your {elves with exceeding deteſtation of your 
ſelves, if you have abuſed a thing otherwile vertuous to make another 
| man more vitious. Thou mad'ſt another to take cup after cup, thar 
when he had loſt his wits, and thou kepſt thine, thou mighteſt better 
prevaile to draw him unto further wickedneſfle, thy ſoberneſſe was 
as bad and much worſe then his drunkenneſle. O that you would ſee 
and lament your extreame ungraciouſneſlc in this abuſing both wit in 
your ſelves, and want of wit in others. 
' Bur now L2: is drunken and fitted for any\wickedneſſe, the two | 
R 4 Siſters 
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Abrabams cone 
federates, 


Their yertues, 


friends to A- 
braham. 


{common to both, making their Father drunke, and then going to 


[Siſters in their turnes goe to bed to him and ſolicite-him to abuſe 
their bodies, and prevaile with him,becauſc he had not reaſon to know 
whar hee did. Inceſt is a moſt unnaturall crime, yet the wicked 
nature of man is apr to runne into it, and that wilfully. O what 
a filthy heart hath a man and woman, that can tranſgreſle all the 
diRates of reaſon to ſatisfie impure deſires. No perſon comes. 
amiſle ro luſt, the Father will ſerve as well as another man, when 
the lewdedefire hath prevailed, they carenot with whom the fanlt 
be commirted fo that it be committed. Have none of you given 
| way fo farre to libidinous defires, as ro mixe your ſclves unlaw- 
; fully and without marriage with thoſe, ro whom you might not 
have drawne necrc, no not in the warrantable imbraces of Matri- 
mony? ls there not ſome inceſtuous man or woman amongſt you, 
'yca ſome that hath nor out of weakeneſſe but purpoſely run into 
inceſt? The crime is nor ſo often committed in ſo high a degree, 
' but yer ſometimes it falleth out in the world, that men may learne 
there is more evill in their nature then they would have beleeved, 
burthar experience teacheth itz; we have not another example of it 
lin Scripture, but here are two at once, that wee might learne to 
know how bad a nature we have. And ſo much for their finnes 


bed to him, for matter, and for manner purpoſely and without re- 
morſe and without any ſorrow after, for when they had borne chil. 
'dren, they give them ſuch names as prooved that they rather boaſted 
of the crime then bewailed it, Ammon the ſonne of my people, * 


eAloab of my Father, as if they had rejoyced ar their happineſle in 
being with childe by their owne Father. Ir is a curſed thing to | 
ſinne, more tobe ſo hardned as not to lament it afterwards, moſt 
ro make a mans ſclteglad of it. e 
Their ſpeciall ſinnes are, the elder perſwades to the finne, then 
gives a bad example, and after _againe incourageth her Siſter, and 
the younger yeelds and followes. O ſee this naughtineſſe and take 
heede. Hitherto of Abrahams ſonnes, ſervants, and wives, and 
oneof his children and of his Kinſman Let, his Wife and daughters. 
Now of ſome others thar lived with him, firſt his confederates 
CAner, Ejhcol, and Hamre, iecondly, Ephron the Hittite, thirdly, 


| 
| 


| 


x. Theywere |recorded deſerving our obſervation and imitation. Firſt, they were 
friends and confederates with Abraham appeares, Gen.14.13. Se- | 


King Pharaoh of Ezypt, fourthly, King _Abimelech. Then of the 
Kings that did take Lot and ſo of the Sodomites., Now for Aner, 
Eſhcol, and eAtamre, they were three Brethren, H:ttites, of whoſe 
birth and death nothing is revealed, bur inthcir lives two things are 


condly, they did faithfully performe the office of friends, and con- 
federates. For the firſt, theſe three Brethren were in league with 
Abraham, joyned in a Covenant with him for mutuall helpe of 
each other againſt any that ſhould wrong any of them. Their 


league it may ſceme was offenſive and defenſive. 
Tt 
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It is a wiſe and good part to live in friendſhip with godly men 
and to be knit to fuch in covenants of amity, peace and murtuall| 
helpe, as Hiram King of Tyre was in covenant with David and with 
Salemesn his ſonne after him, and it is recorded to his praiſe that hee 
was alwaics a lover of David. For by this meanes great bencfits are 
brought unto a man. 

| Firſt, he ſhall ſee their good converſation and heare their wiſe 
words, and enjoy their good counſell and their godly prayers and 
ſo bein poſſibility to be wonne ro goodnefle by them, at leaſt ro | 
a vertuous and civill converſation through their mcanes, for hee that | 
walketh with the wiſe ſha!l be made wiſe, as he that walketh with fin- 
ners ſhall be made worſe by them. He that commeth where ſweete 
ſpices and ointments are ſtirring, doth carry away ſome of their | 
| {weet ſavour even though hee thinke not of ir, ſo ſhall a man re-| 
ccive ſome ſavour and taſte of goodnefie from good men, it hee | 
| live friendly and familiarly with them. | 

Againe, the Lord had undertaken with Abraham, to be a friend | 

|tro his friends and an enemie to his enemies, and to blefſe them : 
| that blefled him as well as to curſe them thar-curſed him, Where» | 
| fore in entertaining friendſhip with them, a man doth intereſt him- | 

; ſclfe into ſome degree of Gods favour and blcfling according to ! 

| that promiſe, for God hath tied himſelfe as wcll to all CAbra- , 
hams {onnes, even all the faithfull, as well as to himſelfe 5 you ſee ' 
the profit of ſuch aſſociation with good men. 

Wherefore they muſt be reprooved that are. imbittered agaiaſt 
godly men and are enemies to thoſe that love God, hating men 
even for goodnefle ſake, and perſecuting them for righteoulneſſe 

| ſake, without doubr theſe provoke God to fight againit them and 
| to hecome anenemy untothem,joyning in the quarrell of the Saints, 


} 


' which indeed for his ſ:ke they have taken up againſt them. Ir isan | 


; evill thing to be a foe to thoſe that feare God, and it ſhewes not 


; alone an abſence of goodnefle bur alſo a great ſtrength of wicked- | 


;nefſe, Heis ſurely carried by Satan at his pleaſure, and a flavein 


; agreat degree to the Divell, rhat cannot endure the image of God 
| ina man. And yetour Lord tells his ſervants, that they ſhall be hated of 
; all men for his names ſake. | 
| Butnow {ctevery man learne of theſe three wiſe men to make | 
| Choice of godly men for friends, familiars and allies. If a man be 
| not himſclfe a worthipper and ſervant of God, yet let him at leaſt- 
wiſe like and love thoſe in whom goodnefſe ſhincth. The Centu- 
( rtan Tnlins, by being courteous and friendly to Paul who was then his 
| prilonce gate his life and the life of his ſouldiers for a reward, for 
| God gave unto Paul all the priſoners that were in the ſhip with him. 
So many bleſſings as anaturall man is capable of, he ſhall afſuredly 
obtaine from God by the prayers of his ſervants, who cannot chooſe 
according to the precept of our Saviour, butpray for their perſecutors, 


much more for their friends and favourers. 


Gzn. Lots Daughters,&C., Crar. 9,CC., 7-7 
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> They helped!) Now another good thing in theſe three brethren is this,thar ac- | 
Abratam ard | cording to their covenant and confederation they did, affoord 


kept ractr©©* | helpe co Abraham and joyned their ſtrength with him , ro 
| fight againſt the foure Kings for the recoveting of Lot Abrahams 


| Couſin, and performedrheir part with ſo much courage, that Abr4- 
i ham got the victory and wonne his brother and all the ſpoile of | 
Sodome, for which alſo Abravam was carefull that they ſhould have E 
a full reward, in taking their part of the boory which himſclfe for- 
bare to rake. 

This Example muſt be followed of all good men, when they 
have made a covenant, they muſt ſo ſtand unto ir, and be ready ro 
affoord ſuch helpe and pertorme all ſuch offices as by covenant | 


they have obliged themſclves unto; Covenants and agreements muſt”: 
be duly kept, though the things be ſuch which come to be done! 
as require labour, coſt, and hazard : for this is a praGile of that | 
excellent verrue of truth or fideliry,_ then which nothing is more! 


needfull forthe common proſperity of humane ſocieties, for unleſle 
men may truſt one anothers words, what living can there be toge- 
ther in the world, and without truſtineſſe in thoſe that make promi- | 
es, there is no beleeving their promiſes and ſo the finewes of the 
world areas it were cut aſunder or cracked. Therefore in the 15, | 
' Pſalme it is indeed a figne of a godly man, that when hee hath 
\ſ\wornein covenant or otherwiſe, he will not change though it ſhould 
fall outto be for his hurt. Faith requires thattherhing be done which 
|hath beene ſpoken, ard how can hee challenge the name of a 
good man, in whom faithfullneſſe is not found 2 or how 
ſhould it be expected that hee will be fairhfull with God, whom | 
(hee never ſaw that is not faithfull co. his neighbour whom hee ſees 
! daily. | | 

| Wherefore let every man compare himſclfe with theſe civill 


,righreous men, and fee wherher himſelfe hath carried himſelte as | j 
' honeſtly and juſtly as the very light of narure inſtructed chem to 1 
'doe, I meane whether he hath faithfully kept his covenants, for 
how ſhall hce be able to juſtifie his right and intereſt unto che 
, honourable name of a true Chriſtian man, that falleth ſhort of 
_ vertues which many of the Gentiles have carcfully practi- j 
ſed. | | 
' - And if any mans heart accuſe him of unfaithfullneſſe and lip- ; 
;perineffs in this kinde, let him humble himſclfe and be much aſha- | 
med of it. Should we not bluſh to ſee Heathens exceed us in good 
' converſation and thatour righteouſnefle is not greater then thr of the 
| Phariſces who did at leaſt equall the Hearhen in righteous dealing. 
| Surely they ſhall never be admitted into the Kingdome of Heaven, | 
| before whom the Gentiles have gone in good behaviour of life; yer 
' many there be profciſing to be Chriſtians, whoſe untruſtineſſe this way 
| filleth the mouthes of all rhat deale with them with juſt and grie- 
; Yous complaints. They be ſopolleſſed with felfe-love, that —_ 
they 


UM 


; 
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| | vantage will make them uſe the craftinefle of- wit to winde them- 
ſelves out and negle& their covenants. They know how to| 


—_— TC 


| |rhis particular, and pur your ſelves in minde of your promiſes and 


. | mcn, 


{ nourable: and courteous language, ſaying, my Lord heare mee, and 
| againe, 2y Lord heare mee. Secondly, he was liberall and kinde to 
| Abrabam, and offered freely rogive him the Cave in which he deſi- 


they have made a covenant promiſe or compaR, the leaſt diſad-| 


tic others -hard and leave themſclves looſe, through the looſencſle of 
an evill. conſcience. Theſe are menrthat be guilty of negleRing ju- 
ſtice, judgement, and faithfullnefſe, and if they ſreine never ſo much 
at gnats. and ſwallow theſe camells, our Saviour will be bold ro 


oainit them, ſaying, Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſees Hypocrites, 
Learne now to be very ſorrowfull, if you have carried your ſelves 


Gan. Lots Danghters,&c, Cuar.ig,&c., 


intitle them, as he doth the Phariſees, and pronounce a woe +] 


more unrighteauſly in this kinde, then the honeſter ſort of thoſe| 
have done who lived out of the confines of the ,Church, and be\ 
carcfull to repent by their example, that their goodneſle may not 
riſe up in judgement againſt you and condemne'yo!1. And refolve 
with your ſclves I pray you, now to preferre your credit 
before any other thing in this earth, and to put your ſelves up- 
on lofle*. and hazard, rather then incurre the deferved reproach 
of men faithleſſe and diſhoneſt. Ir is not- wittie tricks and devi- 
ces that will ſave you from reprehenfion before the Lord and 
your owne conſciences and -other men, your name ſhall rot and 
ſtinke and become loarhſome, if you deale untruftily, rhough you 
paint your evill deeds over with never ſo faire and trim excuſes, 
Wir is ncver more abuſed, then when ir is madea patron and apro- 
teRour for falſchood and evill dealing. Be righteous therefore in 


covenants tokeepe them, you cannot but know, that this is a duty 
your confciences require you to doe to others, even as you defire 
tharthey ſhould deale with you, and therefore mult needes con- 
demne you for iuchr falfirie which your ſelves with open mouth 
are ready to cry out againſt in others. And ſo much fortheſethree 


Now for Ephron the. Hittite he is named alone once, Gen.23.10. 
and in his carriage we obſerve three things deſerving commendarti. 
on and fitto be imitared by us. Firſt, he ſalutes Abraham with ho- 


red to bury Sarah, Thirdly, he was juſt and true in his word, he 
told Abrebam a duc and right price, and made him goodand full afſu- 
ranceof_it,, when hee received the - money. The Holy Ghoſt hath 
not fornothing inſerted theſe ſtories of Scripture, -the vertuons de- 
portment:cven.of Hearhens-courteſie; bounty, and juſtice be ſweet 
vertues,. they commend. the practiſer of them to the conſciences'of 
men, they adorne him with reall honour, and make him to finde 
both loveand praiſe from all hearts and mouthes. They be winning 


vertves, and give a man-a'kinde of command- inithe hearts of wiſe 


men, cally they. become men.of good place and ability, | for 
| | ſuch 


PEST | 


Ephren. 


His vertnues. 


1.He courte- 
ouſly ſaluteth 
Abrabam. 

2. He was libe« 
rall and kinde 
to Abraham © 
3-He was juft 
and true in his 
vword, 
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Pharaoh. 


I Cor. 1 1.14, 
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I beſeech you fall in love with them, and put them in continuall 


ly and deale juſtly in asking price and making afſurances. Why 
ſhould a man yeeld himſelfc ro aſterne and eurriſh kinde of ſpecch * 
Why ſhould he be ſowre in his carriage, niggardly and pinching in 
his converſation, and unjuſt and over-reaching in his bargaines? Na- 
rureteacherh-us that which S. Paul teacheth of wearing long haire, 
that it u a ſhame 10 him that doth it, and that the contrary is as it is 
affirmed, that long haire is to a woman a glory unto her. Doenot that 
which muſt needs be reproachfull, negle& not that which muſt 


—_ = 


Ir 


{ojourne, fox the-faminehar qppeſſed Canaan, as you have itrelared, 


needs be gracefull, Be kinde one to another, be bountifull, be 
righreous, ſhew that neither ſelfe-love nor the love of money doth 
poſſefle you, the former of which cauſeth auſtereneſſe of carriage, 
the latter niggardlinefſe and unjuſt dealing. Preſſe your ſelves to 
theſe vertues and ſay, ſhall not religion make mee more vertuous, 
then Heatheniſme made this Hr7rizre ? ſhall I belefle affable, bounte- 
ous, righteous to my brethren and neighbours, then aſtranger of 
another nation and another religion was to Abraham who did but 


| ſojourneneerc him? We are ill Schollers inthe Schoole of our blefled 


Saviour, if we receive nor þctter inflrutions from him, then can be 
found inan Heathen teacher ; yea we Chriſtians muſt praQtiſe the ſame 


muſt be courteous, and for conſcience ſake, not barely for credit, 


[to pleaſe God, not alone to winne men, and to-thoſe that wrong us 


and deale frowardly with us; not alone to them that are conrteous 
unto us. Theſe vertues ſimply in themſelves cannot intitle us tothe 
name of members of Chriſt, unleſſe wee doe them with reference 
to Gods Commandement and authority, bur being ſo as it were 


|dipt intrue religion, they will become Seales of our faith and cauſe 


unto u5 an ample recompence. 4 

Sol ſhould have ſaid of the former yertues commended in the three 
forc-named Brethren, of being friends to the righteous, not ſo much 
for rightcouſneſſe ſake as for other commendable parts, wee ſee in 
them, or for the hope wee may have to be advantaged by them. 
This will not approove aman'to be atrue Chriſtian, but to love a 
righteous man in the name of a righteous, an Abraham becauſe he 


one ſanRified, Burt TI have digreſſed and now returne againe to my 


| Exhortation; I pray you our-ſtrip the Heathen in all vertues and ler 


v 


your. converſing amongſt your neighbours be as faire and winning as 


|-chat of theirs conld be. So for thele men. 
'|:.:; Now. two Kings had occaſion of intermedling with Abraham, 


the; King of Fgyps,' Pharagh,into; whoſe 'countrey Abrehans went to 


” . 
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ſach'an. one was .Ephren,and make: him more- gratious then withour | 
[them the greateſt eſtare could.:. They arc: generous ornaments and | 
ſet forth a man more then any gallantnefle of attire or; houſe-roome. 


praQtiſe, dcalc in courteous faſhion with all, be rcady to give free-| 


vertues in abetrer manner, on better grounds and to better ends. We | 


is an « Abraham, ſervant to the moſt high God, this is a duefigne of 


[ 
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'Gzn. A bimelech. C na e.20,&c.| 193 | 
in Gen.12.12,14+ in him we have to obſerve ſome bad things and ſome | 
good. s | 
Firſt, he ſhewed himſclfe luſtfull and wanton, and overflaviſh to | His faults. - 
a beautifull face, for he quickly hearkned to his ſErvants that commen- | ! Fe ws un 
ded Sarabs faireneſſe ro him, and tooke her into his houſe: whar a | 
| vanity and folly and exccifive ingagement to Iuftfull pleaſures is this | 
ina man? thathe can no ſooner heare ofa faire woman, bur he muſt | 
covet and take herto him. Itis an impotency very inciaent to mans { 
nature, to be too much led with a faire face, with the mixture of the | 
| two colours white and red, and the comely proportion of the face. 
The ſence of ſeeing over-beares them, and they ſcarce looke to any 
| thing ſo much ina woman, as that which Sa!smens experience made 
{ him call vanity and deccitfulnefle, favour and beaury. We that 
have greater helpes to mortification, ſhould not ſuffer our paſſions 
to be {o farre maſters over us. Surely Pharashs Courtiers were well ac- 
' quainted with his inclination inthat kind, they would not elſe have 
' brought him ſo quicke tidings of Sarahs good face, Te is a blame- 
worthy weakeneſfe in a Heathen, much more in a Chriſtian, to 
make uſe of the meanes which God hath given him to mortify fuch 
paſſions, and let reaſon have dominion over you, rather then eye- 
fight and fancy, It Pharaoh had knowne her to be Abrahams wife, it 
| may ſceme, he would not haye taken her from him for all her beauty, 
' and be none of you worſe then Pharaoh pretended hee would have 
beene, to let beauty winne you to be adulterers, corrupters of thoſe 
you know to be other mens wives. Letnor your dotage upon acome- 
[ { ly viſage, make you ruſh into ſo foule a crime as adultery. Remem- 
, ber what Salomon faith, deſire not her beauty to thy hart, be wot taken with | Pro.6.24, 
| hex eye-lids. | : 
| Further it was a fault inhim, that he carried himſelfe over churliſh- _—— 
ly to Abraham, and in a kind of revengefall paſſion and chiding of | caulifily to 
| him, for calling her fiſter and not wife, and ſo hazarding him to | 4drabam. 
; adulcery, and inthat paſſion ſending him packing out of his countrey, 
'In anger and diſpleaſure to take a man up tor a fault, and drive him 
' away, make him be gone, is ſurcly too great an yeelding to that di- 
ſemper, which receiving of injuries doth worke, even akind of heate 
and unlovingnefle againſt the doer of them. Take you heed of giving 
| your ſelves fo farre over to wrath. Thar he did reprove Atraham was 
| well, that hee did it over angerly and ſo diſpatched him out ef his| 
' countrey, this was not well. Shunne what was evill in him, and if 
youfollowany thing, follow that was good. 
'* Andnow take you notice of what was good inhim. Firſt ſo ſoone| 14; perrucs.. 
. as he perceiveth that God had puniſhed him for taking Sarah, in re- | 1.He diſmiſſed 
gatd ſhe was a married wite, hee preſently diſmiſſeth her, ſo ſub- cs P_ 
. | mitting himſelfe to Gods hand, and not hardening his heart againſt | tnew her co 
' ſtripes. O how happy ſhould we be? if wee could ſpeedily obſerve | be marie, 
| Gods correCtions, and finding out the cauſe by diligent inquiry, rid 
our handes and houſes inſtantly of thoſe offences which are matterof | | 
F; S T pro- | 
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provocation to him. How mgny miſcries might wee eſcape by fo 
ſpeedy an obſervation of Gods hand and purpole, and a ready yeel- ' 
dance to him. Pray we to Godto give us ſuch a quickefighe, ſuch 
aſtooping diſpoſition. He thar gave it to an Heathen man, will much 
more give ir to a Chriſtian. And it any of you have beene ſtoure 


' againſt God Pharaoh-like, Jer him abhorre himſelfe that hath ſhew- 


2. He uſed 4- 


j braham kindly 


for Sarats 
\:ke, 


3. He lets 4 
braham depari 
without ofte 
rin; atly Tora 
iury co bum, 


ed lefſe piety then this Pharao did. It is a proofe of ſome ſoftneſſe 
of heart, to be driven from fin even by great plagues, 

Another vertue in him was, that he ufed _4%raham kindly for his 
fiſters ſake, ſo was ſhe repured then, and by thar meanes he grew in 
riches abundantly. Favoutable dealing with a man for his friends 
ſake, eſpecially for a faire ſiſter, a kinſwomanrs ſake, is a kinde of 
baſtard curtcfie, and may betall a man given to luſt, yea many times | 
the kindneſle of ſuch is more wonne by ſuch a motive, then by any | 
better deſcrvings. Let us doe the ſame thing, bur on better grounds, 


| let the beauty of vertue make us eſteeme and countenance thoſe that 


ſhew it, more then a beautifull Siſter or Kinſwoman : bur berter be 
lovingtoa good man even upon ſuch afiniſter reſpec, then not at all to 
be courteous to him. 

Another thing wherein this man dealed well, was that he dealt 
not over harſhly with Abraham, bur lers him goe without offering in- 
jury unto him in anything hee had. He doth nor take his life | | 
him as Abrahams feared he would have done, nay nor his ſervants, nor 
his goods, nor any part of them; burtakes order for his ſafe paſſage 
and conduct our of his Countrey. Let us at leaſt ſo moderate our 
anger, tharif it draw us to a little unkindneſſe and ſourenefle of car- 
riage, which is one degree of revenge, yet it may not cauſe us to 
leape over the pale of juſtice, and to uſe unrighteouſneſſe and cruelty 
againſt thoſe from whom we have received injury So Phayavb was 
not ſo farre tranſported with anger, though perhaps he might have 
beene abic to have done it, and ir may feeme at firſt ſight that he had 
cauſe of doing ſo. But ir ſeemeth tharthe ſence of Gods great plagues 
had made him begin to ſee, that God was adeare friend of Abrahams, 
and thar he ſhould have incurred further wrath for wronging him in 
other things wittily, whoſe injuries God did proſecute {o ſeverely, 
even when it was done ignorantly and unwittingly. Weoughtro have 


more feare of God betore us, then any King of Egypt. Deale juſtly 
therefore, let men goe from us with all they have, make nor bold to 
wreake your teeme on any man,.by ſending him away without his 
OWNC. 

But it isto be noted, that God plagued Pharaoh for his doing hurt 
to LAbrahamthough beyond his knowledge, evenwith great plagues, 


| you ſee thar ſometimes unwitting finnes make God very angry with 


men, when done againſt his deare and faithtull ſervants,in things neere 
and deareunto them, for he 1s a Father torhem and full of compaſſion, 


| and pitrieth their caſe when they figh and mourne before him, O with 
how much heavier evills vill he plague them who wittingly and of 
ſer 
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rhoſe which he did live in before and not 0bferve. Ir was a benefit to 
Pharaoh that he was fo ſcourged, I conceive that this Pharaoh was not a 
man ſanctified, for then God would have warned hin by dreame or 


plagues; bur itis a kind of favourto any man to be kept from f1n, even 
by heavy plagues. ; 

Surely the Lord will doe as much for his owne people, as forthe 
Egyptians, rather drive them out of their {ins by tharpencfleof blowes, 
then that they thall live and die in them and periſh. Happy is that 
{martor paine that prevents a greater hurt. The Lord had rather his 
people ſhould ſuffer any thing, then continue in finne totheir deſtructi- 
on, their outward fame troubles him not ſo much as their inward 
wickednefſe, Therefore if you fiad by experience that Gods hand 
hath reſtrained you from much evill, and your owne ſoules can ſay, 
ſuch and ſuch a fin I ſhould never have ſecne, never have left, if God 
had not by his ſcourges and blowes even torced me to open mineeyes, 
and ſee them, and to caſt them away even as it were againſt my will ; 
be you thankfull to God for ſuch cha*iſemens, learne to ſay as Da- 
vid, It was good for me that I was affh ited, that Tmight learne thy righteous 
judgements. Wull not men pay well for a plaiſtec that hath avertuero 
cure the ſore? though it put the memberto ſmarting paine. Surely 
he doth not hatefin according to its hatcfulneſſe, that hath not learned 
'to be glad of any affliction which keeperh him from fin, or drawes him 
| out of it, And now if any of you oe lie under heavy plagues, lethim 
| become an humbie ſuiter ro God, to vouchſafe him as much 
| goodnefle as he pleaſcd to grant unto this Pharaoh, even. 
to ſhew him rhe cauſe for which he ſmiceth, and 

to give him notice of his faults and powerto 
reforme them, we might haſten our 
dcliverance out of calamitics,if 
we would turne themto 
: | this purpoſe, 
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ſome other way, as hee did A%melech, rather thea by feveriry of | 
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& Nother man is mentioned living i in Abrahams 
time, . with whom alſo 46raham had occaſion 
4? to converſe. Hee, was a King ruling over a| 1;metesh, 
S city called Gerar, in the countrey of the Ph1- | noching is ſaid 
? liſtins, In his countrey Abraham fojourned, - =_—_ 
you have-the ſtory of him, Gen.20.& 21. v 
LO 22. 4d finem, Of his birth and death nothing 
Da is recorded. Bur in his life we muſt obſerve, | 
** Firſt, His fault. Secondly, His good deedes. | 
Thirdly, His crofles, Fourthly, his Benefits. 
One fault alone of his wee reade of, :z. that he tooke Sarahto ! is tzult, he 
' him, minding to make her his wife: we ſee him offending in thefame | was too lut- 
| kinde that Pharach King of Egypt was noted before to haveoffended | fu 
in. Hee was too to0 libidinous, and over-taken with an inordinate 
affe&tion to beauty, Hee had wives enough before, yet when one 
ſtranger ſingularly faire did come into his countrey, he would needes 
take her to himſclfe, and that not ſo much by perſwafion and intreaty, 
as by violence and ſtrong hand, for ſo much ſeemerh to be ſignified 
by the word hee tooke her, hee ſent and tocke her, hearing of a beau- 
tifull perſon, and having ſpoken with Abrahams, and finding her to 
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; be his ſiſter alone and not his wife, forthe former both of them affir- 
' med, the latter he did not inquire of {ſo diligently as to learne the 
truth fromthem, he reſolved to have her to himſelfe, God himſelfe 
| after doth ſeeme to acquit «4bimelech of any adulterous intention, 
' for when hee alledged that he had done this in the integrity of his} 
| Heart, God himſelte bearcth witnefle to his uprightneſſe tn thar re- 
| G:n22 6. | ſpect ſaying, 1 know thon didſt this in the integrity of thy heart, mea- | 
ning, that he thought verily that ſhe was onely ſiſter, not yoake-fellow | 
to Abraham, and that if hee had knowne her to have beene a wife | 
|} | - he would nor have raken her; fo that he was free from intending to 
| | commit adultery, but from an exccfhve defire of beauty hee is not. 
Z7 | free, for why ſhould a man be fo carried after women, that if heſce | 
any beautifull Virgin, hee muſt needes enjoy her, and not ſatisfie 
| bimſelfe with ſuch wives as hc had taken before £ This verily muſt , 
| | needes be a-ſinne, for God did not appoint the ſociety of man and. 
it! - | | man for pleaſures ſake, that a man might ſecke to ſatisfie himſelfe in | 
| | | the delight of imbracing ſo many faire women as he could get, but 
| for the increaſe of, and ſtoring of the world with people. Let us 
lt | learne vertue out of other mens vices. This is the ſole fault which 
{ [ | the Holy Ghoſt noteth inthis man, not becauſe he had not more, bur / 
f | | becauſe this alone was that wherein hee wronged Abraham and 
| 544 of whom the Holy Ghoſt intended principally to make his : 
hiſtory. | 
| Now for his Vertues, divers good things are told of him. Firſt, 
in reſpeR of God, Secondly,of his own ſervants, Thirdly,of Abrahams | 
and Sarah, | 
His Verru:s, | Firſt, in reſpe&t of God. When the Lord appeared unto him ina | 
 viſton, verſ. 3. and told him that he was bur a' dead man, meaning, 
was worthy of death, and fo ſhould certaincly die unlefle he refor- 
med himſelfe, becauſe the woman he had taken was another mans 
wife, hedid defend his innocency before God, truely alledging, that 
'hedid no way ſuſpe& her to be a married woman, becauſe both her | 
'ſelfe and Abraham ſaid ſhe was his ſiſter, and would: not be knowne 
# of their being joyned together in matrimony, which alſo rhe Lord 
. confeſleth to berrue: Yer ſo ſoone as God had commanded him to 
, reſtore the waman, backing his commandements with promiſes and 
| threats,preſently he obeyes the Lord, and returneth the matron toher 
 husband. | 
f He ſpeedily. It is a worthy vertue and a proofe of integrity, ſpeedily and rea- 
beyedGod, ily to obey the word of God, and amend thoſe finnes which before- 
; wedid notknow, when once the Lord doth vouchſafe tro make them 
| knowne unto us. This proverh that the ſoule is uprightly defirous to. 
avoid all finnes, when it will inftantly reforme the fault once mani- | 
feſted, To linger and put of trom timetorime, and ſtrive to make 
ones {clfe blinde, and to winke and nor ſee the finne, or not addrefle 
| to a ſpeedy reformation, that is afruit of guilefulneſſe, but ro yeeld 
[to God and ones conſcience, and without further delayes to leaveof 
; | the : 
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che finneand put iraway and theoccaſions of it, thatis a proofe of | 
fincerity ar leaſt inthat particular. When God declareth a fault to 
| us; bids us mend, promiſerh life if we doe mend, threatens death 
; if we will not reforme ; if we beleeve his promiſes and threats, and 
| ſubmit to his Commandements, we ſhew integrity, A bimelechs Ex- 
ample muſt teach us this effect of uprightneſle. | 
If any of us be guilty of the contrary fruit of hollowneſfſe, that 
we have neglected to acknowledge a fault beginning to berevealed 
to us, and out of love to the ſinne in reſpect of any profit, credit, 
pleaſure it flattered us withall, haverather indeavoured to ſhutout the 
light by falſe reaſonings, then to receive. the knowledge of the truth 
| when ir, began ro ſhine out of the cloud of ignorance, wee muſt 
greatly blame our ſelves for ſuch hypocriticall behaviour. This is 
that S.Panl accuſeth the Gentiles of, ſaying, that Gods wrath i ma- 
nifeſt from Heaven againſt all ungodlineſſe aud unrighteouſneſſe of men 
who detaine the truth in unrighteouſneſſe, who doe as it were impriſon 
and ſupprefle truth and hold it downe, thatir may nor ſhew ir ſelfe 
untothem, out of a love they beare to ſinne and wickedneſſe. And 
ſar Gods wrath ſhall appeare evidently againit all that in ſuch man- 
ner ſhall play the diſſemblers with him; how much more then, if 
when aman cannot ſo darken himſelfe with fained pretences, bur 
| that he muſt nceds ſee and confeſle the truth in his conſcience, ſhall 
he be guilty of agreat ſinne, if ſtill he uphold in himſelfe a will 
| and reſolution ro commir the finne, that he could not but ſee to be 
| afinne, or it he doe not come toa preſent reſolution of amendment, 
' but pur it off till afrerwards and purpoſe to continue offending once 
' or twice or 4a little time longer. Shall not . Abimelechs example 
' condemne our diſobedience before God, it we ſhew our ſelves ſo 
much inthralled to fin 2 | 
Two things ſhew dominion of finne in a man, one where he re- 
/fuſeth ro know though he have due meanes jof knowledge, and a 
' certaine working of knowledge offering to convince his conſcience, 
another, when though he doe know, yet he re{olvesto perſiſt in all 
 evill, or at leaſt remaines irreſolute and doth not determine to leave, 
| but ſtands as it were unſerled in his will at leaſt for ſometime. If 
any of you finde himſelfe ſo diſpoſed, ir is certaine, that finne ruleth 
,in him and he is not under grace, Wherefore you muſt diligently 
' proove your hearts in this reſpeR, if you defire ever ro enjoy the 
| comfort of knowing your ſelves tobe upright. Now then learne to 
| lend a durifull care to the Word of God, and ſee the finnes that it 


| | beginnesro ſhew you, and put on afull and ſetled reſolution of not 


 adyenturing to commit them any more. And if any finde himſelfe 
| ſo ſubdued to the authority of God in all things, that he ſceme rea- 
| dy to entertaine the light of truth and to obey ir, and will not ſtruggle 


and ftriveagainſt thelight in any thing, then may he aſſure -himſelfe, | 


that his heart istrue within him, and that the Lord will ſurely accept 
mh and forgive his unpurpoſed offences and finnes of mecre weake- 
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| neſſe andfrailty. Indeed in ſome one or two things thar are too too 
groſſe as adultery here, a man may be prepared to yceld to truth, 
' and yernot have anhoneſt heart to God, but he thatinall things doth 
thus ſubmit himſclfe, is ſurely good before the Lord. And fo 
much for Abimelechs obedience to God, in that he receiveth his com- 
mandements here with faith and preſent obedience, which wee ſhall 


and threatenings of death to the diſobedient, till we worke our hearts 
to a firme and ſ{tedfaſt beleefe of them. | 
z.Heacquiins) Now another good deed of Abimelech is in regard of his ſer- 
his ſervants | vants, As ſoone as itis day he calls them togerher, and acquaints 
+ ry {them with the things that God had revealed unto him by a dreame in 
YT” - ode night. He doth well td let his ſervants know the matter, rhar 
ſo he might make them ſce the true cauſe of his reſtoring Sarah to 
'cAbraham, and might approove of his praiſe rherein, and learne | 
[themſelves to feare God which atleaſt in ſome degree they did, tor 
it is ſaid, the men feared exceedingly, werſe 8. and ſo did not perſwade 
himto keepe Sarah ſtill, but rather furthered his intentions of her re- 
{ſtitution. All governours mult be ready to acquaint their inferiours 
with the way that God ſhewes them, eſpecially {uch as concerne 
the reformation of the lives both of themſelves and of their inferi- 
| ours, for it was needfull that A bimelechs ſervants ſhould know, that 
' Sarah was eAbrahams wife, leaſt they or ſome one of them ſhould 
thinke of taking her, when the King had left her, if they had re- | 
[pied ignorant of her condition. Rulers therefore muſt ſhew unto : 
[their inferiours the danger of finne and whar is finnetull when the | 
Lord hath made them know it, that they may be an inſtrument of | 
keeping them alſo from evill deeds and from the puniſhment of ! 
them. Learne we all of this man to tender the ſoules of our ſer- | 
vants and inferiours, and to reveale to them ſuch things as God hath | 
taught us,thatthey may be preſerved from finne as well as our ſelves. 
And take heed of being carcleſſe to ſhaw them the good and the | 
evill way, that they finne not through our default, becauſe we have 
not duly inſtructed them. And let inferiours alſo learne to receive 
(ſach inſtructions with holy feare as the ſervants of A bimelech did, 
'tharthe words they heare may prevaile ro keepe them alſo from wic- 
| kednefle, : 

He adn; And now letus fee his carriage ro Abraham and Surah. And firſt - 
3. He adinoni-| : . | 
ſherh ,2bra+ | hee dot admoniſh them both of their fault, and rhac not with a 
_— 'kinde of diſcontent'and frowardnefle (as betore Pharach had done) | 
fult. — |ſhewing rather that he was ſorrowfull he might not have Sarah then 

that he had attempted fo farre as he did, bur ingentle and yerplaine | 

- manner, ſaying, What hat thou done unto us? and againe, Wat ſaweſt 

' thou that thou haft done this ? His reproofe is ſharpe enough, and yer 

as appearecth afterwards, it was mixed with gentleneſſe, So, itis a ) 

. good thing if our Brethren have finned againſt us, to call forthem \ 

| or goe tothem, and to demand what ground they had or what in- | 
| ducement 


alſo doe, if we ſeriouſly confider his promiſes of life to the obedient | 
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ducement to ſinne ſo, and to let them underſtand, that the things; 
{they have done were ſuch as ought notto have beene done, cſpecial- | 
ly if they have gone about to draw usto finne, or to occafion us to! 
ruſh unwittingly into finne, that ſo wee may bring them to repen-| 
; tance, or at lcaſt free our ſelves from being partakers with them in 
| thei finnes. So did he deale with Sarah too, but not with the like 
| ' Jearneſtneſſe, for he conſidered the fault was chiefely Abrahams, who 

had contefled thar fhe did it at his entreaty, and therefore hee doth 
| alone intimate a chiding tro her, ſaying, thy brother, and adding | 
L good counſell, He is to thee acovering of the eyes to all that are with | 
| thee, and to all others, verſe 16. and it is added, for fhee was re-! 
prooved, meaning, that hee intended to” reproove her , and ' 
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hat ſhee did take ir and was touched with it as with a re- 
W proofe. | 
; Let us reſolve ro behave our ſelves ſo to our brethren, even to | 
| te!lrhem plainely, but yet gently of their faults, and that with more | \. 
or lefle earncſinefle, as rhey ſhall appeare to have beene more or | 
{ Iefle taulry. Some warmth muſt be, in a reproofe as here, bur it. 
mult nor be ſ{calding hot, words of reviling and diſgrace they ſcald 
as it werc, but words that tend to ſtirre up the conſcience to a due ; 
| conſideration of the faule, they be duely warme and tend to make ' 
[the phyſick worke che more kindly. If any have done otherwitc , | 
| either hiding the. matter in his heart and fo nouriſhing bitrer diflike | 
' and alicnation of attc&ion from one that hath wronged him, or | 
elſc opened his mouth in a kind of rage, and uſed taunting and ray- | 
ling ſpeeches. he muſt be forry that he was not as diſcreet and lo- 
ving as cAbrmetech, To forbeare reproofe of another, or to doe | 
| ir with bir:crncfſe of wrath betoo common faults and withall very | | 
blame-worthy. The one ſhewes want of love, the other of wil- 
dome, and in both we wrong our brother, in not taking the right way 


to helpe him out of finne, and wrong our ſelves in making our ſelves 
at lealt in part guilty of his finne. Be not you faulty in either of 
theſe kindes hereafrer, but learne in plaine and milde manner to 
deale with them that have done yow injury, and Jet thoſe thar 
have done wrong learne of CAbraham duly to accept of ſuch re- 
proofes, 
| Another vertue in eAbimelech is, that hee doth not alone reſtore | 4.He not one- 
Sarah, but alſo makes amends ro Abraham, and yeelds a kind of fi- - gyng _ 
| lent confeffion of his fault, and ſhewes adefire of making fſatisfaci- | Caortfied Abro- 
| | on, by giving him gifts; for ver. r4.1t is ſaid, he tooke ſheepe and oxen , ham in ſome 
| | and men-ſervants and women-ſervants and gave them 16 Abraham, | '** 
| and reſtored Sarah his wife. See a good duty here, wee muſt nor | 
alone ſurceaſe to wrong our brethren for future rime, if cither 1gno- | 
rantly or otherwiſe wee have begun to doe them wrong, burif the 
| wrong be manifeit unto them, we muſt even. make them ſome due 
fatisfationby words, or deeds, or both, chictcly, if the injury have 
becne done wittingly and willingly. Thinke not that you have done 
| | enough 
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 enouvh in forbcaring to doe evill ro any man,but if the evill have 
| beene evident unto him, O make allo ſome good amends to re- 
| Paire the wrorg, and to doe him as much good in ſome other 
kinde as you have done him hurt before. Thar ſo you may de. 
clare your ſclves as well ſorry for the former offence, as carctull to 
offend ſono more, and may make it appeare you ceaſe to be 
injuzious in part out of love to your brether, as well as for any 
other conſideration, and may by that meanes make the pardo- 
ning of the wrong more caſte to him, and helpe ro pur charity 
and kindnefle into him, which the recelvirg of wrongs will goe 
neare to baniſh away, if ſome ſuch care b< nor uſed to reſtore ir a- 
24ine. Burt he thar either continues in a courſe of injuriouſnefle, or 
| elſe barely breaketh ir off withour ſome demonſtration of his ſor 
[row for the faultand good affeCtionto the perſon offended, hathnot 
| yer fully reformed himſclfe though he have cealcd ro doe cyill any 

further. | 
«He granted | Another commendable thing in A#;melech is, that he doth not 
Awatentiver | thruſt Abraham away in a chafe as Pharacb had done, but hee 
4 1m ante orante h him liberty to dwell in his Countrey in any place thar 
any place. | hal ſceme good unto him. Learne of him not to be ſo diſplea- 
ſed with any man for a fault committed by him, eſpecially if 
it be done out of weakenefſe, feare, orthe like dii:cmper as to 
| caſt him off, have no more to doe with him, or the like; but fil! 
to hope and thinke well of him, eſpecially, it hee doe confeſſe 
his weakneſle as Abraham,andtoaffoord any due courtclte and kindnefle | 
to him ; over-harſhneſle towards others for tavuirs which we finde in | 
them, is a ſigne of uncharitableneſle and pride. It ſhewes tha: we doe 
not duely perceive our owne faultinefſe and aptncſi-: to ſome other as 
bad finnes, yea perhaps to the very ſame finnes, and that weedoe 
not beare a tender compatſion to them, becauſe wee have not a 
right knowledge of our ſclves. Compare the dealing of Pharavh 
before obſerved and eAbimelechs carriage here noted, and whar 
your conſciences tell you was the more commendable and a pprove- 

able, that imitare, 
6 He rikesnos| 1 come to the. Jaſt good deed of «Abimelech. He rakes notice 
tice of Gois | of Gods goodncfſe to Abraham, ſaying, Chap.2'., 117.22, God 
hottn romny | ts with thie in all that thou dot, and therefore accompanied with 
| | his pr i.cipall Officer, one Phico!, goes and intreates Abraham 
[ro make a leagiie of amity w1h him, as yon may reade in the 
| Storv, and when CAbra/am told him of a well of water which 
wzs taken from him by h1s icrvants, hee excuſeth himſelfe, rhathe ne- 
ver knew of it before, and ſo willingly reſtoreth the well andconfefſerh 
Abrahams right ro it,by taking the Ewe-lambs, and conſenting toname 
the well Beer. ſheba, that is, thewell of an oatly, becauſe they ſwore 

| thereeach ro other. 

I:is agood thing toobſerve the goodneſſe of God to his people, ( 
| thereupon tothink well of them and to deſire tolive inamity and m 
with * 
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with them. Why ſhould not wee have our eyes open to ſee Gods 
{bleſſing going along with mens and when wee ſee ir, why ſhould { 
wee not rather love them and wiſh their friendſhip, then beare an} 
vill eye rowards them and maligne them. Ir is afſigne of ſome | 
goodnefle ro acknowledge, that God is the Author of all os! 
| fuccefle to mens affaires, herein wee give him the honour of | 
E--- being the ruler of the world. And itis a figne of fome good will | 
ito men, when their proſperous eſtare makes us rather like them 
and joyre friendſhip with them,! then Rirreth up grudging and re- 
| pining at them. Surely _4%&/melechs carrigge giveth us ſome | 
| probable grounds. to conceive , that himſclfe was a holy man, in| 
that hee ſhewes ſome knowledge of God, and goed affeion | 
to ſo good a ſervant of God. Let us goe a little further, and | 
ſtrive to intereſt our ſ{clves into Gods bleſſing on the godly, by 
following them in godlincſlſe, But ler his willing reſtitution of 
the Well which his ſervants had raken away by violence, teach 
| us alſo not to beare our. the {ſervants or peopl= that are under our go. ' 
| verament in any unjuſt carriage of theirs; yea rather, ſo ſoone as wee 
; come to the knowledge of their naughty carriage, let us cauſe 
; them to amendand to repaire the wrongs that they have done. A | 
| mans ſervancs faults muſt nor bee imputed to him, till it bee. 


[ 


| knowne whether hee be privie ro them or not, but if when hee is 
- informed of them, he be carcleſle ro ſee them amended, - now is | 
' himſelfe as guilty of the finne as his ſervants were before. Thus | 
' you have the faultsand vertnes of Abimelech ſo farre as I could note | 
; them out of holy Wrir. | 
Conſider now whoer benefits God beſtowed upon him. Firſt, Hisbenches. 


. . . . þ. A | » G d ad 
' hee made lum a King In thoſe daics it is evident that Kings | jm a King. 


| were Not rulers over {o large dominions as now they be; of old | 
' the chicteſt rujer over one or two Cities and the territories about 
' it was a King, as in the land of Canaar thete were 31 Kings, and 
| the fige Citics of the plaine of Sodome and the reft had each of 
| them ſeverall Kings, and yet there were ſome Kings that rajgned 
| over Whole Countries as the King of Egypr, bur in it ſelfe confi- 
dered, it is afavour of God to preferre a man unto the honour of 
a King, as the Scripture prooveth in ſaying, a dtl;gent ſervant ſhall | pro,x2.29. 
ſtand before Kings and not before thoſe of the meaner ſort ; It to be in 
tavour andaccount with a King, be athing firto be promiſed as a re- 
ward of diligence, much more the enjoying of 'a Kingdome, therefore 

| | God upbraides both San! and David, when he would ſharpely re- 
k proove their ſins,that he had made them Kings over his people 1/rael; 
| | for Kings havelikely,riches, honour, and authority, by the two former 
| of which they may partake of much comfort themſelves,and commu- 

 nicate much alſo to their friends and kindred, by the latter they may 
bring much honour to God, and much good alſo to men in eſtabliſhing 

truc religion and juſtice: Now God hath not pleaſedto make any of 
you Kings, but he hath made ſome of you richer and greater _ 
OtNers, | 


De Ee 
Wah Dire boo ER 


nu —_—— 


= ———— TF 


UMI 


—— CT _ 


———— 0 


James 5,3. 


2, God kepr | 


te Oa 


' 
: 
| 


| 


| you with inſtruments to ſerve your owne luſts, for the ſuch abuſe 
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others, as 1 may ſay little petty Kings in your places. Beware | 


| you pervert not this goodnefle of God, by making your wealth 
and power a meanes of ſwelling your hearts with pride, and 


imboldening you ro wrong and oppreſle - others, and furniſhing 


of theſe benefits will turne them into poyſon, as it were to your. 


; your ſelves, in eſtabliſhing the Kingdome of grace in your hearrs, | 


ſoulcs, and cauſe that they ſhall ſerve ar length for the ſame 
purpoſe which S. 7ames ſaith, the ruſt of the vich mans trea-| 
ſure ſhall doe, even to conſume your fleſh like fire, and to bring upon you 

greater damnation in another world, to be preferred before this more 
then an inheritance is before the leaſe of one alone yeere, none ſhall 

ſuffer ſo much tormentand unhappineſle as thoſe that have played the 

untruſty ſubjects ro God, and made their high places a weapon to 
beare out their ſinnes, Burtake notice of God in your Eminency in . 
this preſent world, and labour to be ſo much more thankefull and 
obedient to God, and ſerviceable and profitable ro men ; and then 
ſhall preferrement here bee a meanes of inlarging your joyes here- 
after too. O happie is hee, that ſhall be great in Heaven as well | 
as on Earth, by his well employing of his carthly greatneſle, and | 
you that cannot be great here, yet ſtrive to attaine a Kingdome, 
and here too in a ſpirituall ſence. Labour to -bee Kings over 


{ 
{ 
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;that you may bee Kings hereafter, and that in farre greater glory- 


(and happineſſe, then the greateſt of all earthly Kings cither did 


| ever or ever could enjoy : the meaneſt Chriſtian may get the King- 
| dome of grace and of glory, as well as a David or a Sals- 
' 103, 

Another benefit wee muſt obſerve, the Lord by his pro- 


him from com-',j Jence kept him from committing that ſinne which eiſe hee would 


mirting a finne' 

which elſe he 

would haye 
committed, 


| have committed, but indeed of meere ignorance, for his heart 
was upright with God ſo farre that if hee had knowne it hee 


| Sage - 
' would not have committed it. - So the Lord tels him, therefore— 
'T kept thee that thou ſhouldſt not come meere her, meaning Sarah. 


'Ir is a great favour of God to preſerve a man from {inning by his 
| providence, I meane, to order things fo, that hee hath nor oppor- 


"| tunity or freedome to doe ſuch things, as elſe hee would com- 


| mit, becauſe hee doth not know them to bee finnes. And this is 
'one of the graces that God doth ſhew to thoſe whoſe hearts hee 
[ findes upright with him. O ftrive to get {ſincerity of ſoule, that 
; hee which ſearcheth the heart, may vouchſate you the ſame good- 
| neſſe, but if you bee hollow and guilefull , the Lord may and 
| will juſtly puniſh you by giving you over to great offences. And 
'if any man finde, that God hath reſtrained him from doing ſome 
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; wickedneſle which hee did not know and therefore ſhould have | 


; done much more which hee did know and would have done, he 


; muſt blefle the name of God for it with heartieſt prayers. Hee | 


that was in likelichood afore hee knew of it to have falne into 
EE ſome 


—— 
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ſome great pit, or other like danger, travelling in the night, and fin- | 
deth in the morning how neere he came to miſchiefe, and yer eſcaped | 
the ſame, is either very blockiſh and prophane, or <clſe hee muſt 
needes lift up his heart and eyes, and hands to Heaven, and magnifie 
the name of God thar cauſed him to'ſcape, ſo much more muii wee | 
doe, if when wee were in a forwardneſſe to runne into grievous 
offences, the Lord hath uſed ſome or other meanes which our ſelves 
did not provide ro reſtraine us from that evill. Spirituall preſerva- | 
tion deſerveth ſerious and thankefull acknowledgement as well as | 
naturall. | 
Another mercy of God is, that hee revealed himſelfe unto | 3. God revea. 
| him in adreame by night, and declared his will by a com- | 4 binflfe 
mandement, promiſe and threat. I doe not reade of ſuch a kind- Bm by | 
neſſe afforded to any wicked man, excepr it were to Balaars the | night. 
falſe Prophet, which was done nor in favour to him, bur unto 1/- 
[acl, that hee might not dare ro curſe his pcople, therefore am 
I conceited , that CAbimelech was a godly man, eſpecially be- 
cauſe the Lord doth pleaſe to talke as it were. in fo friendly and 
familiar a manner with him, as if hee had nor beene a ſtranger 
to God, but rather of inward knowledge. You ſhall finde if 
4 you reade the dreame, a kind of lovingneſfe expreſſed on Gods 
þ part, and a kinde of durifull boldneſfe on Abimelechs : fo that for my 
; part, I havea very good opinion of the man, and thinke that the feare 
of God was in the King of that people, which were themſelves fo 
wicked, that good Abraham ſaid, there was no feare of God in 
them. Bur the favour affoorded him is this, he was taught of 
God his duty by a dreame ; Dreames were one of the ordi- 
nances whereby God did reyeale his will uato men in thoſe 
times : Pharash was ſhewed a thing in a dreame, and ſo was 
Nebuchadnezar, bur God did not appcare unto them and ſpeake 
to them in dreames, this was an ordinance of his I ſay, in which 
|moſt times hee uſed to teach good men. Now this was a note 
of Gods kindneſſe to A 5imelech, that hee ſo taught him and 
not by heavy plagues, as hee did Pharaoh King of Egypt fore- 
mentioned. How much more mercy ſh-w2s the Lord to us, to 
whom hee ſhewes himſelfe in the word, and in the prea- 
ching of it, whereby wee are taught our damnable eſtate, and 
ſhewed the meanes of eſcaping it, and called upon with con- 
tinuall threats and promiſes ro uſe thoſe meanes, let us pray 
k to God to worke upon us by theſe his ordinances , that they 
Fe may winne us to obedience in a thorough reformation of life, 
as cAbimelech was wonne to reforme this one fault, and then 
happy ſhall wee bee. Bur if wee imitate the naughtinefſe of 
Iſrael, and harden our hearts that wee may not hearken, then ſhall 
this mercy aggravate our finnes, and wee ſhall onely have this 
fruite of ir, wee ſhall know there was # Prophet amongſt us, when 
thoſe igreater fearcfull puniſhments befall us which were former- 
T 


ly* 


UMI 


ly threatned againſt us in the word., | Bretheren,, God doth nat | 

| pleaſe to ſpeake to men now 1n perſon by. dreames,. but hee;- revea- | 

| Ieth his will by Paſtors and Teachers, ſpeaking.in his Name... Hee | 

' hach imployed mee to you this thurty yeares well neere, to in- 

| forme you that you are but dead men, becauſe of the ſinnes you ! 
| have gone a whoring ater, and to threaten you with -death ' if 
you refuſe to leave them, and encourage you with promiſe of 
life. upon your converting and amending, O when will you hear- | 
ken as this man did. I beſcech you before you come to Church | 
to heare, take ſometime to beg of God the aſſiſtance of his Spirit, | 
| to make you obedient hearers, and then bleſſed be your carcs that 
heare. | | 
4.God ſp:edily, Another benefit afforded to this King CA bimelich was this, that 
removed bis | hee found God as favourable to him - as could be, in a ſpeedy 
FTE.” removing of the chaſtiſement which was ſent upon him becauſe | 
of Sarah, viz. the barrenneſſe of all his family, for it is ſaid, 
verſe. ult. that God healed Abimelech, his wife, und his majdes, and 
his hand-maides, and they conceived, for hee had faſt jhut up every 
wombe in the houſe of CAbimelech, by which it may bee thoughc, 
that God ſent ſome gentle ficknefle upon him, by which hee yas | 
| diſabled from comming neere to Sarah : Now fo ſoone as hee! 
| did reforme the fault, the Lord heard the prayer of Abraham, 
' and cured him and his houſe. This is a great favour of God, 
'to make haſt to our deliverance, and very quickly to heare our 
| owne prayers, and the prayers of others made for us, and in- 
' ſtantly to remove the miſcries which did lie upon us ; for if the. 
long lying @n of a croſle bee tedious and heavy, becauſe of the 
'much forrow it bringeth, and many complaints it wringeth from 
'the mouth eyen of good men, ſaying, Lord hew lope ? then ſure- 
'ly freedome from all that anguiſh muſt bee received as a point 
| of great grace. O my Bretheren, doc you imitate ©Abimelech 
'in the ſpeedy mending of your faults, that the Lord may alſo 
| favour you ſo much as to remove your croſſes. quickly. If ini- 
' quity bee in your heart, put it from you, and remoove it out of 
'Job.11414,15, Your tabernacle, and then your /ight ſhall ring as the morning, as 
| one of Jobs friendes ſpeaketh rohim. Bur when we linger and holde 
 finne under our tongues, and are loath to caſt it away, no wonder if 
| God Goctake us in our owne nets as it were, and make forrowesand | 
 crofles lingeras much upon us. Make haſt to obey Godand amend 
|yourlives, that he may alſo make haſt toheale, Theſe be Abimelechs 
' merCcies, 
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[His croſſes, | The croſſes that the Scripture telleth us of, are ro more but 
mis 1, one onely, viz, God: did ſtrike him with fickneſfle and worke- | 
it. £11 CH» 


nes and weak. DEfle, and his women with barrennefle, and this croſie was rather | 
[nefſe and his ſenr upon him, as a mercy to keepe him from touching Sarah, 
omen >, then in anger or diſpleaſure againſt him. Sicknefſe of a mans per- 


barrenneſle, 


| ſon,. wife and family. are crofles, but ſomerimes the Lord doth 
Nr ſend 
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"!runne into, if this bodily feeblcnefle had not kept mee within dores. 
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ſend them- upon men in favour, to prevent divers finnes, which! | 
elſe. hee knowes they would have committed in that time, if | 
health had continued. Let us not murmure againſt GOD be-.; 
cauſe of ſuch croſſes, but rather take notice. of his goodnefſſe | 
in the ſame, eſpecially in point of ſickneſſe, if it linger upon 
| us, and thinke thus with our ſelves, how many finnes' might I have 
| And when wee bee ſicke or orherwiſe affefted, ler us turne our 
{thoughts round abovt us, ro finde out if any ſuch thing be, ſome: 
| finne that wee ſhould have runne into but for ſuch prevention. See 
| if thine heart have not harboured ſome unconſidered fault, and fur- 
ther the health of your bodies, by turning ficknefſe into pur- 
oing phyſicke for your ſoules. So have we finiſhed the example of 
this King, | WE 
| Somewhat . about rhat time, there lived foure Kings, whoſe | 
{names are recorded in holy Writ, but nothing at all for their | 
| praiſe, Their names were, T, CAmraphel King of Shinar, that  Foure Kings, 
is, as it is thought, of Cha/aea, or Babiloy, where it may ſeeme 

| that Nimrod erected a Monarchie, and it may bee that this man 
i was ſome ſucceſſor of his or one of his Poſteriry, and would 
needes inlarge his Monarchie fo farre as the land of Canazn, with ' 
' whom was joyncd CAmech King of Elkaſar, Chedarlomer ,King of | 
| Elam, and one Tydall King of Nations, What theſe Kings were? | 
or whether mentioned in Heathen Stories or not, it ma'ters not to | 


enquire. But here they are patternes of unjuſt violehce in | {5 "ee 


| Ware. They had the keener ſwords and therefore would make _ 
themlelyes Lords over other Kings, and compell them by« brunt : 
of Woarre to receive their yoke and acknowledge ſome Ho- 
| mage, Nothing more ufuill then for potent Kings to make at : 
leaſt unneceſſary . Warres for their growth in greatnefle, ma- 
ny times they doe not ſo mach as alleadge a ſhew of title , 
but their owne ambition is the ground of their plea, and ſome- 
times they pretend moſt frivolous titles. So doe they diſquiet 
themſelves and orhers, and cauſe much innocent bloud to bee 
ſhed, almoſt inforcing rheir Subje&ts to become wilfull murde- 
rers. 
| Wee muſt blefſe God that hath cauſed us-to live now a good 
time under peaccable. Princes, and muſt inforce our prayers to 
God begging the like mercy (till, The Conquering fide is often 
more. miſerable by ſinning, then the conquered by ſlaughter or 
| captivity. But God doth uſe theſe great Cockes of the game as 
inſtruments of his Juſtice, ro puniſh the naughrineſſe of thoſe 
that abuſe peace, and become more wicked by ſo great a be- 
| nefit. Let us learne to take heede of wickedneſle, that the God 
of Heaven may not alſo make us a prey to violence and ambi- 
tion. And though you bee not Kings, to whom [I ſpeake, yet 
\ pray you take heed that you =_—y not into the ſame _ =... | 
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Their maine 


finance was t2- 
king Lot 2- 
mong the $9- 
domites. 


The Example of Cn a v.19,&c| 
that theſe Kings chough not in. ſo high a degree, uſe not| 


OO DD DOA I SO IGee we 


injuſtice and injuriouſneſſe and violence ſo much as your low- 
er places will ſuffer, a Weelſell is a ravenous beaſt as well as a 
Lion. 

Bur the maine finne-that theſe commitred,. and which brovghr 
upon them their ruine was this, that they would necds take Los 
among the Sodomites, Suppoſe: the Sodomites did owe them Ho- 
mage, and gave juſt caufe of quarrell, yer was Loz no Sodomites 
nor Patron of their rebellion. They ſhould have ſpared him, 
that never had beene their ſubjet, nor done them any wrong art 


all : Indeed if Lot had gone to Warre againſt them, and invol- 
ved himſclfe in the Sodomizes cvill cauſe ( if their cauſe were ; 
evill) hee was juſtly taken captive with them, but the briefe nar- 
ration ſeemeth rather to intimate otherwiſe, Chap. 14. verſe 11, 


\2cd from. battell, becauſe his companies are but few. The God 


12. They tooke the ſubſtance of Sodome, and their viftuals and went. 
their way, and they tooke Tot alſo and his ſubſtance, for hee dwelt 
in Sedoxwe, intimating as I ſaid, that hee was taken not'in the bat- 
tell, but in the ſpoiling of the City afterward : but you ſee what 
is the manner of inſulting conquerours , they ſweepe away all 
| they meete, and every thing and perſon ſhall bee go90d bootie 
that lics within their reach , but they ſmart for this ſpoile ; for 
hence was' <Abrabam juſtly occaſioned ro put forth his courage. 
for the reskue of his Kinſman , and ſo were they deprived 
of the whole victory, becauſe they ſpared not a man whom they 
ſhould have ſpared. It often falleth out, that one a& of inju- 
ſtice looſeth much that otherwiſe was juſily gotten. Beware of 
ſwallowing ill gotten wealth, it hath a poyſonfull operation, and | 
like ſome ſuch evill fimple in the ſtomacke, will bring up the | 
good foode together with ill humours : Ir is ſaid the King of | 


the Warre with him , but it is not ſaid that To: had rebel- 
led, and therefore they ſhould nor have ſeized on him for 
the Sodommites ſake. Ule juſtice and take nothing from any man 
that is due unto him , neither | puniſh any wickout right , 
| chicfely touch not a good man that fearcth G O D, unlefle his 


beare the carrying away Captive of many Sodomites rather then of 


[ 


\ 


Now conſider how God humbleth theſe great and inſolent Con- 
| querours, that carried all before them, hee armes Abraham a- 
| gainſt them with ſo much wiſedome and valour, that hee ſets 
- upon them by night and diſcomfits them, afore they could well 
tell who it was that fought with them. © So it falleth out often, 
that God doth beate farre-greater armies by the farre fewer: Hee 
that feareth God and hath a juſt cauſe, neede never bee diſcoura- 


of Warre whom the Scripture ca!s 4 #43 of Warre, carries vidto- 


| Sodom? had rebelled, ſo intimating a kinde of juſtification of | - 


faults require that hee bee made to ſinart for them: GOD can| 
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when their enemies power was ſuch as farre ſurpaſſed theirs. 
Some #ru# in bow and ſpeare, but hee that maketh 
mention of the name of God, hz is in beſt po!- 
ſibility ro become a victor. Take 
heed of making God your cne- 
my, that maketh one manto 
chaſe ten, and ten to 


flie before one. 
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ry to that fide where hee pleaſeth to joyns, and tell mee if hee 
have not moſt times given the greateſt vidtaries to his ſervants, 


PGF Den VV CERA eur ere tr ESI A Eee ee eee een I EI Ion An OE 


\ 


Cup n= REDCAR. po Sou RL EPR ns re nn ce $44 oe 4. we © —Q = _ 9 ors een 


EE. RC EE ade aatectoprantans 


_ Cs OBS 0 7 


” —- ” an __— UE TOI ew 


PX.,,,"|_| ORE TITS BEES. 


- mp - _— 2 


SE SENG 


of ol 
bd "SY ; 

4 - Py 1; 
o © 


od 1 


Ge N. Cura P.20,0C,| 


THEFOVRTEENTH 


EXAMPLE. 


OF 
The Sodomutes. 


SO PO 'B 


a> 7 E E arc come along in CAbrahaws time to 
SID Fe the Sedomites, Concernirg whoin the Holy 
Ghoſt found nothing ſo-much as like tro any 
vertue, which might be commended or imi- 
tated in them, untcfſe perhaps, it may have 


| 
| 


alittle reliſh of vertue that the King of $Ss- 
A dome after Abrahams vietory over the foure 
Kings, Gen.14.17,21. Went outto mecte A- 
braham, and willed him to giveunto him the 
perſons, and take the goods for a booty to his owne uſe. There 
may ſeeme to be aſmall ſhadow of gratitude in that hee was wil- 
ling that Abraham ſhould enjoy the ſpoile, bur if wee conſider the 
matter detter, this will ſhew it ſelfe ro be rather a vice, for firſt, hee 
doth not ſo much as thanke Abraham for his hazard and paines in figh- 
ting withthoſe Kings, thar had vanquiſhed himſelfe and his confe- 
derate Kings, and made Captives anumber of his ſubje&s, and alſo 
that whereas both perſons and booty were all Abrahams by the 
Law of Armes, becauſe he had wonne them in battell, yer he is 
bold ro demand the perſons as if they were due unto himſelfe. 
Wherefore Icannot perceive any good at all in this King,or any of his 


\ubjes. | 
T 4 Bur 


Three Sodomites 
had uo yertu:s 


| 


DP — 


212 


G E No The Example of Cua Pal9,&c. 


——_— 
—e 


generall. 


Their faults in 


Bur for their faults and vices they be many and grear. The Holy 
Ghoft ſpeaketh of them in generall and more particularly, Firſt in 
generall,Gen.13.13. that they were wicked and ſinners before the Lord 
exceedingly, and Gen.18.20. The cry of Sodome and Gomorrah ts great | 
and their ſiune very grieveus, Loe you may ſce in them, that the 
wicked nature of man is apt to become out of meaſure finfull, and ro ; 
bring forth exceeding grievous finnes, and ſuch as make a mighty 
cry: in the earcs of God, even as it were wearying his paticnce and | 
challenging his juſtice for revenge. As a thing beginning to rot | 
becomes exceeding rotten, even till it come to be very filth anddirt, 
and a man beginning to tumble downethe hill, makes no ſtop till he 


py prone to finne, and ſo proceedeth further and further, till the 


-| naught; for did not a divine power reſtraine and bridle corruption, and | 


come to the very bottome of the hill. For both Gods righteouſ- 
|neſſe is offended and provoked to puniſh them for a preſumpruous 
and wilfull finne, by giving them over to. their owne blindnefle | 
and hardneſle, and to Satans power and temptations, and alſo Satan 
is carneſtro thruſt ſinners forward in the pathes of iniquity, that if ir 
were poſhble, hee might ſatisfie his hatred againſt mankinde, by 
making them all as bad as himſelfe, and alſo corrupt nature it ſclfe 
finding pleaſure, delight, and content in finne, is made more and 


Lord ſhall trip them by oppoſing of his juſt vengeance, and cutting 
them off in the midit of their wilderace. | 
| Learne we therefore to take heed of the beginnings of evill, and 
to licenſe our ſelves tocommit any finne out of a conceit that it is 
ſmall and little, or yet becauſe wee meane to doc it but once, and 
then anend, for finne once committed will quickly returne to tempt 
us againe, and will more cafily prevaile to breake forth rhe ſecond | 
tire then the firſt, and the third then the ſecond and ſo forward.'Tis 
notin a falling mans choice and powerto ſtophimſelfe when himſelfe 
pleaſerh, norinone that is ſinking in deepe waters to ftay himſclfe 
from ſinking to the very botrome. And a little ſfinne doth but make 
way for a greater till at length there be ſpace cnough for the greateſt 
of all ro enter, yea harder it will be to abſtaine from the fowleſt and 
moſt grievousat the Jaſt,then from the very leaſt of all at the firſt, pre- 
{ume not therefore to finne out of any ſuch conceit, 

Againe, if wee have ſinned in ſmaller degrees of evill, or once or 
twice done amiſle, let us make haſt to repent and turne, humbling our 
ſelves and craving power and helpe againſt our owne naughtineſſe, 
otherwiſe it is certaine, that extremity of the moſt horrible wicked- 
\neſſes will grow upon us, and wee ſhall become like them of Sodome, 
gricyous ſinners, and exceeding wicked before the Lord, and our fins 
alſowill grow ſo rooring, as to waken the Lord out of his ſlumber of 
patience and forbcarance, yea and if God have ſtopped usin thepaths 
oſſinne, and not left us to the higheſt degree of wickedneſſe, we muſt | 
acknowledge his goodnefle in keeping us from ſuchexceſle of naugh- | 
tineſle, and beware of boaſting our ſelves becauſe wee are not ſtarke | 


hold 
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hold it downeas it were by ſtrong hand, there is no man inthe world | | 
{ſo civill and ſo moderate, buthewould breake forth into the oreateſt \ 
exorbitancy of wickednefle, as the leaſt coale of fire it ir be nouriſhed | 
with fewell and incited with blowing, will undoubtedly breake forth | 
into a conſuming flame within a little ſpace of time. If we be leſſe. 
evill rhen others, God is more good to us, nor our ſelves more good 
in our ſelves. Every catkafſe would breed wormes if it were nor im- | 
| balmed or ſome way preſerved from putrifying. | | 
But now wee proceed to confiderthe finnes of Sodome more particu- | Thcir finnes 
larly. Firſt, as wee finde them recorded by <Moſes in Geneſes, next | *Prticuiar. 
asthe Prophet Ezekiel! doth afterwards taxe them by way of upbrai- | 1cq, Y 
| ding Iſrael with the ſame abhominations. The firſt finne noted in the. 
Sodemites is, Gen.14+4.. that having ſerved the King of Shinar twelve 
| yeares, inthe 14 they rebelled. Thoſethat have beene ſubdued by | 
another Prince, and received the yoke of ſubjeRion ar length, cove- 
nanting Homage and obedience (as in ſuch caſe they alwaics doe to 
redeemetheir lives by their ſervice) upon ſuch and ſuch condirions, | 
made betwixtthe conquerour and conquered, are very weary of the 
yoke for the moſt part, and watch all advantages of making themſelves 
free againe by rebellion, whenſoever they thinke themſclves ſtrong. 
| enoughto juſtific and beare out their rebellions : bur without doubr, | 
/ this courſe is ſinfull and unlawfull, becauſe it is a manifeſt breach of an | 
rom and covenant, which oughtto be firmely kepr amongſt men even | 
| though a mans covenams be made to his owne diſadvantage. There. 
i fore was the Lord greatly diſpleaſed with Zedekiah the laſt of Salo- | 
m0ns race Ithinke, that ſare on the throne of David, becauſe here. | 
| belled againſt the King of Babel! Nebuchadnez2ar, who had conque- | 
| redthe land and made himſelfe King over it, for ſo ſaith Zzekrd the 
Prophet,Chap.17.ver.15. He rebelled againſt the King of Babel in ſen- 
ding his Ambaſſadonrs to Ezypt, ſhall heeſcape that doth ſuch things ? or 
{ball he breake the covenant and bee delivered ? as I live ſaith the Lord 
God, ſurely in the place whoſe oath hee deſpiſed and whoſe covenant hee_ 
| brake, be ſhalld dic, and wer.18. Seeing he deſpiſed the oath by brea- 
king the Covenant when he had given his hand and hath done all theſe_ 
things, hee ſhall nt eſcape. The Lord you ſceisoffended with ſuch 
a kinde of rebellion and puniſherh it, becauſe ir is as you ſee a deſpi- 
ſing of an oath and breachofa covenant. For indeed this is the way 
to trouble the,world and make warres everlaſting : though it be a 
| fault in aneighbour Prince without juſt cauſe and ground, to make 
Warre and conquer his bordering neighbours and bring them under 
( his yoke; yet when God by his providence hath made him conque- 
rour, and the weakenefle of the conquered hath drawne themtoſub. | 
jetion, and now covenants and agreements of peace have beene 
| concluded upon, the breaking of the covenants doth violate the rules 
| of truth and fairhfullneſſe amongſt men, and breeds new troubles and 
broyles there, where might have beene much peace and proſperity 
by they would have beenecontented to have borne the yoke ; as Teremy | 
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| 2 They men-| The next is, that when the Lord did {courgethem by the hand of 


{ 


p 


is withed to command the Kings whom Nebuchaduez2ar had con- 
| quered that they ſhould doe, Chap.21. 2.----9. The Lord then, 
| that is alover of truth and peace, doth not likely leave ſuch rebelli- 
ons unpunifhed. 


'  Thistherefore muſt cauſe us to deteſt much more, as a much more 
\ plaine and fearefull crime; rhe finne of rebellion, againſt thoſe more | 
| rightfu)l Kings and Princes, to whom we owe more ſubj<ion, as | 
| being both naturall borne ſubjeds, and alſo having tyed our ſclyes | 
by an oath of allegiance and loyalty, for the more confirming of us 
in our duty, and ſtronger tying our conſcicncesto it. And the Pope 
that raketh upon him: ( for his owne advantage you may be ſure ) 
trodiffolve and unlooſe ſuch oathes, diſpencing with them, and pre- | 
tending to free mens conſciences from the obligation ofthem, and 
from all darger of finne by breaking them, carricth himſelfe ex- 
' ceeding wickedly, and is moſt extreamely injurious to the conſci- 
ences of men, and to the peace of the world, and moſt impudently | 
bolde zgainſt the name of God, and the ſacred and inviolable power | 
of an oath. Bee you advertiſed, yhar this is to ſer himſelfe above 
God, in undertaking to diſpence with an oath taken by the holy 
name of God, which the Lord himſelfe did never yet diſpence 
withall, for hee that diſpenceth with the conſcience, muſt be Lord 
of the conſcience, and hee that cifſolverh an oath, muſt be greater 
then he that bindeth to the oath, and by the oath, and that is the 
living God alone, whoſe Name is invocated in an oath. Where- 
fore abhorre you this man of ſinnes impious boldnefle, and learne 
alſo to abhorre all manner of rebellion, Jearning of Salomon, not to 
meddle with the feditious, but to feare God and honour the King, 
| and ſhew all good fidelicy and allegiance unto him for conſcience. 
| Rebellion againſt our Kings cannot be ſeperated from rebellion againſt 


God, and this alſo is like the finne of witchcrait or Idols. If 1ſrael 
ruſt beare rhe yoake of the King of Babell, how much more every 
people of their naturall Liege, Lord and Soveraigne? Ard this isthe | 
firſt ſin ofthe Sodomrtes. 


Amraphel and his confederates, fo that they loſt the day, and many 
of them their lives, and the ret their liberties and their goods, and 
aker delivered them againe by tHe valour of {braham, they were 
| not any whit amended by this chaftiſement, but their wickedneſſe 

continued {till ro make the ſame outcry and ſhrill clamour in the cares 
of God, as he told Abraham befores Tt is a great wickednefſe, not 
| to profit:by corre&tions; Hee that hardeneth his heart being often re- 
; proved, much more correQed, jhall ſurely fall into miſchiefe. God 
| complaines of Iſrael, why ſhould yee bee ſmitten any more? and againe; | 
' thy children would receive ns corre tion, It is agreat provocation to a | 
' man..againſt his inferiours, if he have puniſhed them for any offence, | 
| and cannot finde them one whit amended. Incorrigibleneſſe increa- 
| ſeth wrath in all ſuperiours. For, ficſt it is a fruſtration of their hopes 
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= labours, and thart is tedious. . Secondly, it is a proofe that the 
offender is utterly heardened in an evill courſe, and that doth ſtop 
the way againſt all further proceeding of clemency, and makes juſtice 
arme it ſelfe with vengeance, when mercy would be but abuſed if | 
it ſhould ſhew it ſelfe. Bee warned therefore to compare- your 
owne ſelves with theſe Sodomrzes, and judge betwixe the Lord and. 
your ſelves, if you alſo have not profited naught by his corrcRi- 
ONS. 
I will preſſe the point upon you 1n reſpe of every mans.owne 
particular, hath not God afflicted thee £ made thee groane andcom- 
| plaine with lofles and crofles, and more then one or two calamities, 
and yetafter deliverance granted, you have returned to your vomit, 
and againe are become wallowers in the mire, even giving over | 
| your {clves to the ſelfe ſame crime, for which your owne ſoules did 
| [mire you in your miſcries, and told you plainely tharfor thoſe very 
[things the Lord ſent thoſe teſtimonies of his diſpleaſure againſt 
|\you, ſo grear is that aggravation of thy fault, and will cauſe 
'the Lord ro make his rods more ſmarting, and if future amend- | 
| ment upon furure and worſe croſſes doe not come betwixrt, to | 
'cut thee of and deſtroy thee at once, as here you ſee in Sodom. 
Indeed the moſt horrible abomination that they did publikely 
live in, required ſo extraordinary and publike a puniſhmenr, 
but the particular fault of on2 particular man in, a marter vile. 
'|enough though not ſo loathſome, ſhall ſurely procure another 
{and 2 ſorer chaſtiſement, or elſe even utter deſtruction at length. 
[L.-c this admonition enter into your ſoules, and move you to re- 
| pent now of that hardneſle of yonr- hearts, which cauſerh you 
not to repent upon a former adverſity, or elſe be ſure, that you 
ſhall treaſure up wrath to your ſelves againſt the day of wrath, you 
that doe preſently lie under any hand of God, ſer to the matter of 
finding out and reforming your offences, and be much moreecarneſt 
with God to make the crofle profitable to you in that behalfe, then 
to remove ir from your ſhoulders. And you that have come lately 
out of 2 crofſe, and now are gotten againe into a large place, beware 
of forgetting the hand of God, let the preſent exhorration ſtirre you 
up to doe better then the Sodomites, Say in your conſciences, was {- 
it not a great folly in them, and a juſt forerunner of their finall ruine 2 
k that captivity tooke away nothing from rheir ſinnes : why will you 
, commit the ſame ſinne which you cannot but condemne in them 2 
They Þad no publike admoniſhioner amongſt them, that did cen- 
tinually perſwade them to profit by that calamity, and putting them 
in remembrance of the lamentable condition in which chey were 
falne, wiſhed them carneſtly ro ſtudy reformation of life. God hath 
made you his people, hath ſetled his ordinances amongſt you, and 
ceaſeth not daily ro remember your of your dury : without doubt 
your finne in not being bettered by croſſes, ſhall offend him 10.times 
morethen that of Sodowe, and you ſhall finde by experience, = = | 
| wiltul-t 
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wilfulneſſe is the greater, by how much the meanes of reclaiming have | 
beene greater. - | : 
3. They were]. I procced now to a third finne, and that is their unnaturall filthi- 
unnacurallyfil| Gefſe, in offering to commit that foule crime of buggery with the 
oe ſtrangers that came to lodge amongſt them for anight, and were but | 
men as they conceived by their outward behaviour, though indeed | 
they were Angels. Take notice ofthe lewdnefſle of theſe, worſe then 
beaſts, and learne to have it in utter deteſtation. Firſt, the crime | 
ifſelfe. Secondly, the circumſtances aggravating the crime. | 
t. The crime] The crime it ſelfe 1s that baſe and vile, and worſethen brutiſh wic- 


diſtinguiſhed. For he made the Male and Female, but theſe beaſts | 
would needes ſo much as was in them, take away thar ſo neceſſary | 
and uſefull deſtintion, and would have abuſed Males as if they had 
beene Eemales, and turned men into women for the ſatisfaction of 
their prodigious luſt, and that not out of a-kind of forced neceſſity, | 
becauſe in the boyling of their unruly apperitethere was not a woman 
to be had, but meerely our of the finnefulnefle of their defires, which 
made them take more delight in thar which was againſt nature, and 
leaving the naturall ſociety of the woman, they flamed in their luſts | 
towards man-kind, and as they had no queſtion wrought villanie 
| one with another, ſo 'now they would have violently committed | 
|the ſame outrage upon others. This is an horrible finne, forbidden 
by God in the Law under paine of death, Lev.20.13. the Apoſtle 
. | ſaith, 1 Cor.g. that abuſers of themſelves with man-kinde, ſhall not inhe- 

rit the kingdome of God. If there be any light of nature leftin a mans | 
{ minde, he cannot but ſee the wickedneſle of this fact ; for ſeeing 
'the Lord ordeined the conjudtion of man and woman, for the im- | 

peopling of the world and multiplication of man-kind, it cannot but 

be agiinſ nature altogether ro power out luſt in ſuch a foule faſhion, 

as that it becommeth utterly impoſſible to attaine the proper end of 
{ſuch meeting, wherefore they are carried brutiſhly after ſenſuall plea- | 

'ſure with averſeneſſe from the fruit that God and nature intend, which 

;doe give themſelves overto this filthineſſe, This is the crime of So- 

' domitry, ſo entitled from theſe Monſters of men that were the firſt 

| publike committers of ir. But how ordinary it was in Athens and 

| Rome among both Latine and Grecian even Philoſophers. and men 
| accounted worthy and excellent 2 the Stories will not ſuffer us to be | 
' ignorant. And S. Paul affirmes, that the Lord of purpoſe to avenge 

| himſelfe upon tficir impiety, in not finding out his true worſhip, bat 

Rom, 123,24, Panging the Image of the incorruptible God ito an image made /tke 
| wnto 4 corrnptible man, and worſhipping the creature beſides the Creator, 
| did give them up unto uncleaneneſſe in their owne hearts luſts, to diſhonoar | 
| their bodies among ft themſelves, and thoſe that chanzed the truth of God, 
| | that truth which concerned God and the knowledge of him, i770 4 
: ie, and ſetup images of him, did after pur out the light of nature into 


 darkneſſe, and the naturall uſe into that which was againſt nature. 
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Now how ſhould it come to paſle, that any one indued with reaſon |! 
ſhould grow ſo utrerly unreaſonable, as to preferre this filthineſle 
before that which is agreeable to the courſe of nature © Surely 
becauſe when luſt hath once taken poſleflion of a man,, and that he 
doth not finde his expected farisfation therein, then the Divell 
inflameth his fancies to try new and ftrange wayes of contenting | 
himſelfe, untill he have multiplied his finnefull inventions to the 
utmoſt, and ſpent himſclte in a fruitleſſe purſuing of what he cannor | 
overtake. 

Now conſider the ſeverall aggravations of their finne, Firſt, in re- 
gard of the perſons to whom they intended to offer this villanie, even 
men that came within their, gates -ro lodge and ſecke ſhelter from 
wrongs. Had they not filthy perſons enough among themſelves ro 
pleaſc their libidinous fancies withall 2 but they muſt force honeſt 
and vertuous men to ſuffer ſuch anindignity, Luft is ever the more 


the Sodomites. 


lence to effec its delite. . It prevaileth by. force worſe then by per- 
ſwaſion, although wickedly enough cirher way, for here is a double 
wrong done to the ſame perſon, one of polluting, another forcing 
to ſufter. Abhorre you all manner of impurities, bur eſpecially loath 
to give luſt ſuch an headſtrong command over you, that it ſhould com- 
pell you by force and ſtrength to compell others to ſuffer yourunchaſt 
offers. And if any man hath by wreſtling, and ſtriving, and might 
even overcome a refiſting perſon, let him bewaile the finne the more, 
becauſe it is the greater, elſe the Lord will violently puniſh him, thar 
violently abuſed another. 

Againe beware of offering hard meaſure to a ſtranger, the more 
helplcfſe any man is, the mare chariry commandethto pity him, the 
lefle to wrong him : *eſpecially to be ſo madded with luſt, as that a 
man ſhould impure one with filthy afſayes whom he never ſaw before, 
this is to ſhew a moſt licentious and unſatisfiable humour, that is not 
contented, unlefle beaſt-like, ir may have any it ſees at any time. 
Thar luſt will know no bounds which is carried after every ſtranger, 
and it is the property of luſt, when ir hath. ovetlaſhed more then it 
ought, to disdaine all boupds and Jimits. Perhaps theſe Angels ap- 
peared in the forme of very beautifull young men, and that might 
cauſe the filthy Sodomites to catt libidinous lookes upon them, bur 
howſoever it was, luſt doth not confine it ſelfe alwayes to beauty, 
it is of a raunging humour and loveth variety, and might it have all 
in the world bur one, it would not be pleaſed without that one alſo, 
as other deſires in their kindes ate infinite and inſatiable. 

Another aggravation of their wickedneſle, is from the perſons that 
committed it, not one vile fellow, or three or foure companions in 
villany, conſented together to a& ſuch a hideous part, but all the 
men of the city, ould and young, all from every quarter aſſembled 
together, by which it is manifeſt, that rhe City was univerſally cor- 
rupted, and that there was not a civill _ man left amongſt _ 
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but all were turned abhominable buggerets, and did take pleaſure | 
either ro a& that filthinefſe rheinſelves or to ſee it acted by others. | 
Ic is a fearefull thing, when {uch grievous crimes grow common, | 
when all commit them or like of them, none reproveth, none op- | 
poſeth them, but every one makes another worſe then he would be, ' 
' and no man Will thinke that wicked, which is done by each man in the | 
| towne Or coutitrey, as well as by himſelfe. Men follow finne amaine, 
vihen they ſwimme downe the ſtreame of example unto it ; they 
| make themſclves bold ro doe what all doe, and can hardly make; 
\themſclves beleeve they offend ingoing with the heard as it it were, | 
'O ler us reſiſt the overgrowing of ſinne, the overſpreading of all, | 
thar it be not as a ſpreading fretting leprofic : Seldome is ir, that hi- 
|deous {innes grow common, but that ſome common vengeancetol. 
lowerh, and yet you ſcethe natureeven of the worſt ſinnes to be ſuch, 
{that they will ſpread themſclves by little and become univerſfall di- 
{ſeaſes, and when every man hathrhem, none knowes how to be aſha- 
'med of chem,or careth to curethem. bio, 

But ſee here the old decrepit goates, that were now ſcarce able 
to ſee or heare or wag abroad, yet theſe had as luſtfull mindes as the 
[youngelt there, and whar they could nor act becauſe of weakenefle, 
yet the ſtreygth of their unmortified luſts did make them delight ro 
behold, and attempt to performe ſo farreas they could. Ir is not age 
that will quench luſt, this fault Rriketh in the tancy and will notbe 
curcd by bodily inabilities, they can love to ſpeake wantonly, and to 
attempt this worſt of evill, that yet are imporent throughage. But 
ah, itis amoſt undecent thing to ſee the ſinnes of youth prevailing in 
times of age, it were monſtrous to behold greene apples on a tree 
in winter. Ifthe froſt of age cannot nip the bloſſomes of libidinous 
deſires, how great was that heate ! who can thinke rhat he is ar all 
mortified in other things, where nature affordetrh lefle helpe, that 
hath not prevailed againſt the things that ſhould even die of them- 
ſelves. Burit isfure, that length ot time will not conquer his hatefuil 
paſſion, unleffe grace be granted from above, the elder adulterer is 
the moſt neighing, he defireth ſo much the more, by how much he 
can cffe& leffe, as you ſee it in ſome kind of ereatures whom the 
knife-hath caufed to ceaſe to be perfect males. O if any old mana- 
| mongſt you havea wanton heart, head, hand, rongue, and gives him- 
ſclfero pleaſe himſelfe with dalliances, and laſcivious geſtures, words | 
and carriages, let him be exceedingly abaſed in himſelfe, the con- 
ſideration of ones ancientnefſe makes the leaſt attempt in him more | 
loathſome, rhenany a& ina young ſtripling, ſo long as one is carricd | 
with the fervour of youth to ſuch offences, there is hope thatage will ; 
| temper, but in whom theſe fires continue ſparkling, when his body | 
by little warmer then a dead carkaſſe, what hope can be conceived of | 
his amendment 4 what charity can thinke that hee will ever bee 
chaſte « for hee is fiot chaſte that cantiot, but hee that will not be laſci- 
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But fee here young men as well as old, the Holy Ghoſt nameth 
not alone men come to the vigour of their youth, but eventhe youn- | 
ger youths that were ſcarce paſt child-hood, theſe alſo learnt of! 
the elder, and it plcaſed them to be preſent where filthy deedes were 
done, Verily, child-hood will ſoone receive the infection of luſt, | 


ting thoſe evill ſpeeches or actes it heares or ſees; young ones will | 


|drinke inthis poiſon greedily, and will ſhew that themſclyes arcof | 


kinneto the elder, by bendingthe ſame way. How carctull rherctore { 
ſhould elder perſons be, to forbeare all ſuch wordes and carriages 
before theſe buds, as ay begin to ſeaſon with evill roo tootimely 2? 
and why ſhould any be ſo naught as yer ſome parents have beene, to 
delight to teach their childeren libidinous fongsand carriages 2 ſome 
lovefinne ſo well, thatthey delight to inſtru young ones in this foule | 
and obſcene trade. Hath any amongſt you ſpare out this venome in | 
the preſence of young ones, to make them ſooner wicked then elſe 
they would 2 O how very great is his finne, whoſe filthineſſe will | 
live in another when himſclfe is dead. A man hath more cauſe ro | 
bewaile the contagion of his luſt in this kinde, then the luſt ir {clfe in | 
himſcife, he may kill it by repentance,but what will he doe toſtopthe | 
| Contagion inanother. | \ | 
| Again, the fault is exceedingly aggravated from the manner of | 


doing. Firſt, they carried themſelves moſt impudently in this mar- | 
ter, New fincks not to tell their minde plainly, ring them ont to us, 

ſay they, and they doe not pretend any honeſt errand, nor will fo 
much as goe about the buſh alittle to ſhelter their naughtineſfle, cill 
{ opportunity ſerved to put it in praQtiſe, but as if it were the moſt 
honeſt occaſion that might be, they proclaime, that wee may know 

| thew. The Holy Ghoſtabhorreth turpitude of ſpeech, and therefore 
| delivers their meaning in a modeſt phraſe, but whither they affeed 
! any ſuch modeſt vaile of ſpeaking, its greatly queſtionable, at leaſt it 
| is more probable, that thoſe which would declare their mindes ſo 
openly and ſo loudly, would utter it alſo as broadly, for ſhame is the 


and there is ſcarce a finne that will ſhew ir ſelfe more carly in imita- | 


onely pull-backe to theſe kinde of looſe ſpeeches. Menfeareto ſpeake 
| groſſely, becauſe they would not be thought ſo vile as to delight in 
 Alchineſſe, and he rhat would be knowne to intend ſuch aleudneſle, 
/no queſtion but he would alſo pleaſe himſelfe in the worſt phraſes he 


| Impudency in finne, eſpecially in this ſfinne againſt which God 


{ hath pleaſed to arme corrupt nature with ſome degree of ſhame; for 
 Wereit not a matter of reproach to offend in this kinde, how few would 
live chaſtely in their younger and wilder dayes? nay ſcarce intheir 
elder. Mens credit is dearer to them then their ſoule, pleaſure would 
conquer conſcience in thoſe in whom ir cannot conquer vaine-glory: 
bur 1 ſay impudency in all finncs, chiefely in this finne, doth make 
ie out of meaſure wicked : they canner bluſb,faith the Prophet, they de- 
clexe their finne like Sodome, they know not how to be aſhamed when they 
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| | had done evill. Tt is afigne that a man hath ſtript himſelfe of the | 
' nature of a man when he begins not to be aſhamed of ſinne eſpeci- 
ally nor of this ſinne. A beaſt hath not the underſtanding to diſcerne 
| theturpirude of evill, therefore he cannot be aſhamed, ſo the ſhame- 
Icfſe isturned into a very beaſt, having loft the ſence of good and 
evill : ſuch aone;if any, hath gotten to himſelte that which is called 
a reprobate minde, a minde that cannot trie or proove things, that 
can put no difference, | | 
Therefore learne to preſerve ſhamefaſtneſſe in your ſelves, and to 
know how to bluſh,it is the colour of vertue in the younger ſort, which 
ſhould onely therefore be ſeparated from elder perſons, becauſe they 
{ſhould then be more perfect thento ſay or doethings that might oc- | 
calionit,elſe impudencie in vice is the more loathſome by how much | 
the head is grayer; Indeed want of ſtore of bloud will not give ſo | 
reda hue to the cheekes, but if arrold man be not more confounded | 
within himſclte for his wickednefle then a younger, it is a figne thar | 
his age hath profited little in ability of judging, and diſcerning evill 
from good and good from evill. It any amongit you finde himſclte 
to havea brazen fore-head, that is never a whir-abaſhed at the doing 
ofevill, chictely of wanton deeds, that he cares not much who ſees. 
or knowes, what dirt is harbourcd in his minde, he isnecre neighbour | 
to 2 Sodomite. 
But as they did it impudently, ſo moſt wilfully, for when Tot by | 
{ loving dehortations, and (as any but a brutiſh perſon would have con- 
ceived) offers of that which might have beiter contented them, then 
that whichthey propounded (even his owne rwo daughters virgins) 
yet they grew diſdainetull cowards him, ſtand farre of or beyond, the | 
word is, approach beyond, as muchas in our phraſe, get thee farther of, 
and accuſing him of great inſolencie, taat being a ſtranger would 
needs make himfelfe a Judge, (He rakes upon him as a chicfe ruler in 
[the conceit of a wicked manthat ſeekes to drive him from his finne) 
'they fall co threaten, that they will deale worſe with him then with 
'them. So gentle words did rather exaſperate them, then any thing 
| mitigate their eagerneſle, therefore the Angels puliing in Lot unto 
'rhem into the houſe, ſtrike the men with blindneſſe, a kinde of gid- 
 dincſſe of braine and dazeling of eyes, likero thoſethat have ted of 
| ſome kinde of roote that makes them little Iefſe then wilde and mad | 
for thetime, they could not finde the doore by groping, and yet con- 
| 'rinued fill ro wearie themſelves by groping after ir. | 
Here is the greateft obſtinacy and wilfullneſſe in {inning that could 
| be imagined, whennot alone no loving diſlwaſion could withdraw 
| their mindes from ſuch a ſhamefull attempt, but even the heavic and 
immediate hand of God was unable to pull them backe from conti- | 
| nuing in their horrible and outragious onſets. God might by force” 
hold them from doing theevill, but from indeayouring to doe it no- 
[thing would hinder; to be ſo hard-hearted in a finfull courſe, thar 
| neither words nor blowes will ſo much as interrupt a man-in his 
| naughtineſle, ; 
meeyyo——— WA 


| 


| 


UMI 


221 


Ge nw. T he Sodomites. 'Cn AP.19,&C.| 


naughtineſſe, or cauſe himto turnea little aſide, or makea little ſtop 
{in it, but thathe ruſheth like a horſe intorhe battell, plunging him- 
ſelfe in it likea madmanrunaing ro drowne himſelfe,and with violence 
ſtriving torid himſclfe of thens that ſecke to hinder him from wor- 
king his miſchicfe, this may ſeeme as high: a degree of ſinning, as thar | 
of the Sodomites. | | 

| O take heed that finne lay not ſo faſt hold upon you, let it notbe 
ſo abſolute and mighty a commander. I pray you examine your 
{elves, whether you havenot finned groficly, boldly, wilfully, and 
obſtinately in ſome other kinde, as the Sodowizes in maſculine luſts, 
at leaſt whether you have not diſcovered the ſame faults in lefler de- 
grees, and know that more deepe remorſe and wounding of heart is 
neceſſary to be ſought after by all men for ſfianes that have ſo many 
weights attheir heeles ro make them heavier. They muſt rend our 
ſoules more, which are laden with ſuch conſiderations, Was not the 
ſinne grofſe £ Yes. Did Inot commit it preſumptuouſlys Yes. Did 
I not commit it ſhameleſly « Yes. Did I not commit it wiltully ? 
Yes. Did Inotpeliſtin it againſt dehortaions 7 Yes. Was I ſofu- 
rious that ſome ſtrong hand of God befaliing in the inſtante could 
not hinder mee 2 Yes. O then how S9domiticall was this ſinne, and 
how ſhovld I wonder that TI ſhould fo farre ſurpafſe all bounds 
and breake all bands as to commit ſuch a crime in fuch a man- 


ner. | 
Bur hereis one fault particularly to be noted in Lots ſonnes in Law, | The fiane of | 


their Father ſought ro gerthem our of that place, and ſo out of thar | {259nncsin 
a | z they 
plague, and therefore by commiiſign from the Angels, went forth | would nor be 
rothem, acquainted them with the perill and: beſought them to ſave | 72d by their 
themſelves, they count his words no better then the doating dreames | "Oe | 
of anold man, and will not be mooved arall, unlefle it be to laugh 
athim, and fo they burne with the other Sodomites, becauſe they 
would not beleeve their danger. Thus doemen yet ſtill pull perdi- \ 
tion on themſelves, the Miniſters of the Goſpell preachto us to the 
ſame purpoſe, that Lot did ſpeake unto his ſonnes.in Law. Come 
out of ſuch and ſuch a ſinne, for God will ſurely deſtroy the com- 
| mitters of it, and whar ſucceſſe doe we mecte withall? Afeer many 
| att houre beſtowed in ſeeking ro make men ſee, thar ifthey doe ſuch 
things, they ſhall not inheritthe Kingdome of Heayen, but ſhall fall 
into the Lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone, wee have no 
| other fruit, our words appeareto themas if they were the words of 
; one that mocked or were in jeſt, they will not be made tothinke 
that any ſuch danger is neere them. Tell mee, I beleech you what you 
thinke 2 might not Lots two ſonnes have eſcaped this fire of SodomeL 
if they would-2 Whar was the cauſe of their periſhing, bur becauſe 
they would not belecyetheir Father ia Law © alſo they might have 
leftthe City with him and eſcaped the brimſtone. Surely beloved 
you ſhall be able to alledge nothing art the laſk day to make your 


defiruſtion more tollerable, for why doe you perith bur be- | 
V 3 cauſe 
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cauſe you' will- not give credit to the threats of God , and 1a- 
[boot to leave all finne which you may as well indeavour to leave, 
if your wilfifllneſſe did not hinder, as Zors ſorines might have left | 
| Sodom2 _, | 8 | | 
If you ſay,we could not beleeverthoſe words. 
| * {1anſwer, = bur even as. theſe wretches could not beleeve their 
| Father, becauſe by hardening themſelves in evill they had made 
themſelves obſtinate againſt every thing that croſſed their carnall de- 
fires. It is a fearefull finne Brethren, to be no otherwiſe affeted to 
E0 | the. threats denounced againſt your finnes by Gods Miniſters, then 
as theſe gracelefſe young men, even to thinke them but words of 
| ſport, counterfeit words which have no truth nor ſubſtance inthem, 
! bur were very mockery and ſcoffage : ſo thought theſe fooliſh fel- 
lowes, burin the morning they were made to feele what they would 
: | hot belceve at midnight; whenthey ſcorched inthe flames, they in 
vaine repented theirill entertainement of their Father in Dawes ſpee- 
ches and perſwafions, and to no purpoſe wiſhed that they had beene 
over-intreated by him. A number of you live in the ſelfe-ſame 
ſinne, hee:that threatens * hell-fire and deſtruction againit you, for 
| your drunkenneſſe, filthinefſe, revenge, worldlineſſe, is counted. a 
| mocker, an idle fellow, that knowes not what hee ſaith, but muſt 
ſay ſomething when he is gotten into his Pulpit, and no more recko- 
ning doe you make of it: . but when ceath hath carried your ſoules 
to hell, then you ſhall roo late accuſe your owne folly, and wiſh 
you had hearkened with more belicfe. O accept rheſe threats with 
fairh, thar they may draw you court of finne and ſave you out of 
hell. 
Other Gones | The finnes of Soudome related by e<Arofes you have heard of. 
of the Sodo- | The Prophet Ezekiel by way of upbraiding Indah, relates ſome 
papery | | other ſinnes together with this, as you may reade, Ezek, 16. 49. 
|. Pride, fullneſſe of bread, and abundance of idlencſſe were in her, 
and in her daughters, and they ſtrengthened not the hand of the poore 
and needy, ana they were haughty and committed abbomination before 
mee. ; 

Firſt, the Holy Ghoſt telleth us of their pride, this is a grievous 
vice, pride of heartis afearefull finne. *Tis like agreat ſwelling in 
the body, which unfitteth it for any good ſervice, and is apt to pus 
| Its nature ful-| trifle, and to breake and ruane with loathſome and foule matter. S6 
ly «covered. | doth this pride diſable the ſoule from any good duty, and ar leſt 
breakes forth into moſt odious and filthy deeds that caule itto be tedi- 
ous to God and: man, The Scripture often condemnerh it, and pro- 
nounceth heavie threats againft ir, Pſal.73.6. a wicked man is bla- 
| med, becauſe pride compaſſeth him as a garment, he weareth it upon 
himſelfe as foe faire and gorgeous robe of which hee is ſo farre 
| from being aſhamed, that he rejoyceth in it, and thinketh himſelfe 
to be made mote comely and honourable by it, and Prov.$.13. hee 
| faith, ze feare of God i to hate pride, amongſt other things there _ 

med, 
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med. Ir muſt needs be concluded to be a fearefull offence, the ha-) 
tred of which muſt necds ariſe from the feare of God. Ir is bla-| 
'med in an Heathen Nation, Ter.48.29. Wee have heard of the pride} 
{of Moab, he i exceeding prond, his loftineſſe, arrogancie and pride, and 
the haughtineſſe of his heart, The Propher ſaith of the Tewes roo,Chap. | 
13.13. thar hee will weepe in ſecret places fer their pride, And our 
Saviour reckoning up that abhominable litter and broode of finnes 
| which have their originall in mans heart, that is, his corrupt in- | 
ward diſpoſition, amongf the reft nameth pride, cAlarke7.22. And! 
how much God hateth this vice, is evident by the threats which in 
his Wotd he hath thundred againſt it. S. Peter ſairh, 1 Epift. Chap, | 
5.5. God reſiſteth the proud, hee ſets himſelfe againſt him as in an ' 
armie ordered for the batrell, he is alwaies in the field as ir yers | 
with his troopes ranked and ready to give the onſet and take every | 
advantage of doing him miſchiefe, Sa/omern ſaith, Prov.ir.2. When | 


{ 


ſhamefull faults, and fo robring upon himſelfe the grearcit of all re-| 
proaches when once hee giveth pride the poffeſſion of his heart, and 
after, Prov.16.28. Pride goes before d:ftruttion, This finne is a ne- | 


ceſlary forerunner of ruine, it is an Harbenger to note our a lodging | 
pldce for miſery and calamity, and Chap.29.23. A mans pride ſhall 
bring him low, traly low enough, even as low as hell ir felfe, for | 
mult ir not needes caſt him lowand low that maketh God his utter | 
enemy. 5 | 
it comes, and the fruits which it produceth. The roote of it is no- 

thing but ignorance or follie or both; Ignorance is the notknowing 
of what one ſhould know, Folly the not uſefull conſidering of what 
one doth know, and were not rhe heart made ſtarke blinde with one 
or both of theſe vices, ir could never ruſh into pride. For ſo meane is 
2 manin his very Creation that he comes of duſt and nothing, and in 
his finfull corruption, now much more meane when he is of his Fa- 
ther the Divell as the Scripture ſaith, noching but che ſpawne of 
Hell, and avery baſtard mi{-begotren by the Prince of darkenefſe, 


" ]ever ſtrong and working in him, when his heart is ſo filled up with 


and ſubje&to ſo many miſeries here, and ro ſuch a weight of eternal 
miſery hereafter, rhar if he wereduely informed of this baſeneſſe,and 
did rightly beleeve ir, and conſider of it, hee could nor poſſibly be 
puffed up with a good conceit of himſelfe. Bur his high fancies are 


darkeneſſe and blindnefſe, thar cither he doth nor at all or nor cer- 
tainely know theſe things. A drunken beggar will carry himſelfe 
like ſome Emperour, and he cares for no man, becauſe he hathnot the 
w ittotake notice of his owne baſeneſſe. So ir'is' with the proud 
man, 1overy a foole hee is that hee cannot inſtru himſelfe of his 
owne contemptibleneſſe, and therefore he is apt to belifted upin him- 
ſelfe, now folly and ignorance be ſo vile things themſelves, thatno 
narurall iſſue of them can chooſe but be like themſclveseven finfulland | 
wicked. V.4 1 . - - ome 


Ie muſt be aloathſome vice, if wee conſider the cauſes whence | 
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ride commeth then commeth a fall, a man is apt to runne into moſt | - 


Iznorance 
waar? 


| Folly what? 
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| Againe, the cffc&s of it arc exceeding hurtfull, the puniſhments it 
cauſeth rhe Lord ro lay uvyon . men are great, : as you heard be- 
fore, he is a profciſed enemy to him, hee hath threatned to pull him 
Luke 18.14. | downe, Hee that exaltcth himſelfe ſhall be abaſed. God will marre the_ 
lla239% | pride of men aud ſ/aine wheir cxcellentie, and he plagues them often in 
their bodies and ſtares, by giving them upto ſuch abſurd carriages, as 
doe pull ruine upon themſelves, and alwaies in their ſoules by giving 
them upto the hardneſle of their hearts, fo that they be of all the 
moſt impenitent and irreformable, and therefore it is ſaid, that when 
| God will convert a man he covers his pride by chaſtiſements, and 1 
| | when Jeremy chargeth the people to amend and give glory to God | 
| before his judgements come upon them, hee ſaith, if you will not 
Jer.13.17. |beare my ſoule ſhall weepe in fecret for your pride, noting that this fil- 
| thy pride doth evenſtop vp the eares againſt all wholeſomeadvertiſe. 
ments.O how fearctu!l a vice is that which cuts off the way to all 
amendment, by turning away the care from receiving inſtruction;the | 
principall inſtrumenrof working amendment? E 
Bur it produceth many finfull carriages in all reſpects. - 
|  Firſtin reſpec ot all perſons. Secondly,of all ſtares. Thirdly,of all 
qualities. For perſons; it makes him in whom it ruleth, and fo farre |} 
|as ir ruleth rebellious againſt Gods precepts, careleſſe of his promi- | 
ſes, and regardlcfie of his threats, ſo that hee deſpiſeth and' con- 
temneth all the aurhority of God, and will not be guided by his coun- 
ſell. Caine was a proud man you all know, hee would neyer elſe 
have killed his Brother on that quarrell whereof you heard, Now 
when God himſelfe came to admonith him and diſſwade him from 
that murder, it Was all-in vaine, hee would not hearken to God, 
- uf continued to harbour malice till it brake forth into bloud- 
ed. : 

In reſpe@ of men, i for ones ſelfe it makes him ſelfe-iſh,all for him- 

{ ſe]fe, not regarding who be hurt ſo himſclfe bepleaſed, ſelfe-willed 
and heady, ſo that no counſcll will rule, but hee will head ſtrongly 
{like amadded beaſt runneon in his owne race, as the Capraines that 
came to Jeremy for counſcll, becauſe they were proud men, and as 
the Scripture notes would not accept of his counſell. And it fiils 
him full alwaies of diſcontent, fretting and vexation, nothing, no per- 
| ſon can pleaſe him, he is ſtill finding faults, juſt like one that hath | 
la {ſwelling upon his hand, ſomething or other toucheth it Kill and | 


wa 
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drives him to out-cries. | 
/ Andforothers, towards his ſuperiours he is undutifull and will nor 
| heed their words nor be ruled by them. He thinkes himſelfe roo good 
{to receive their corredion or reproofes or chaſtiſements,and growes 
; worle rather then better. Forhis inferiours he is likely tyrannicall and 
| Lionlike,and cares not how he diſgraceth, and wrongeth, and over-pu- 
| niſheth them,rating and ftriking and laying about him even fornothing | 
' | or as good as nothing. For thoſe that are more proſperous then | 


hamſelfe and exccll him inany thing he is ever envious and ſpitcfull 
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and malignes them for it. For thoſethat are below him\,he is ſcorne- 
full and diſdainefull, and inſolent in deriding and ſleighting them, 
for his equals hee is arrogant and infolent roo, (till lifting himſelfe 
above them and preferring himſelfe before them. If he meete witch 
men in agoodeſtate he grudgeth at them, if with miſcrable men he | 
ſcornes them, and paſſerh by them pattileſly, if not ſcofftingly, And / 
towards all in generall, he is contentious and froward, -ready to picke | 
and proſecute quarrells, to make the worſt of every thing, and to take 
al! withrhe left hand ready ro work in proud wrath, quickly angry, | 
and apt to vent his anger in lofty and ſcoryefull ſpeeches, compa- | 
rings.revilings,upbraidings. It he deale with friends,he is unthanke- 
fall, they muſt behis {laves till to humour him in every thing, alſo 
| all former goodturnes, are forgotten; towards his encinies he js in- ' | 
| finitely revengtull, cares not what 11] he coththem in requitall, and ! 
| will ſcarce ever forget an imaginary wrong. I meane ſuch a one as | 
; doth ſeeme none ro any but himſelte, and thoſe whom he hach made | 
; crooked by a fallc and partiall relation. Thus in reſpect of per- | | 
| fons. | | | 
| For eſtates give him adverſity, he is ſullen, dogged, imparient,can- 
not ſtoope toit : blamesevery body for it and cares not whar ſhifts 
he uſeth togetout. Give him proſperity, he abuſerh ir and doth 
| miſchicfe with it, at leaſt doth no good with it but makes it an in- 
| trument of ſerving his pride and other Iuſts, fo that hee is good for 
nothing in any place, he can ſtoope to ro burden, nor buckle to no 
ſervice, being juſt like a goutic legg, well neither lying ill nor ſtir- 
ring,or aſicke body neither well a bed nor up. 

. For qualities,the good qualities of others he knowes how to vitiate, 
traduce, calumniate and make them ſgeme vices, and will have ſome- 
what to ſay to blemiſh them. For bad qualities he makes them worſe 
theti they be, aggravates them by miſ-relating, and turnes them into a 
jeſt and laughter,ſcorning rather then pitying him in whom he thinkes | | 
{ they be, asthe Phariſee did the Publican, His owne ill qualities, he | 
will not ſee, he will not confefſe, he will not mend, but hides them, 
excuſes them, defends them, and many times boaſteth in them. His | 
good qualities he marres and corrupts, and doth ſo lift himſelfe up 
for them, that moſt times they be even troubleſome to others and re- 
proachfull ro himſelfe, he knowes them fo too well and makes ſo 
too much of them, that no man elſe can finde any commendable- 
nelle in them, they be but matter for bragging and boaſting and tel- 
ling gay tales of himſelfe, what he hath done orcan doe ſo it makes 
hisvices worſe, and turnes his vertues even into vices. Can that be 
other then a moſt hatetull and filthy vicethar bringeth forth ſo many 
bad effects? and yetall theſe and many more that] cannot reckon up, 
doe moſtapparantly follow from pride in what degree ir ſelfe is ſuffe- 
redto prevaile in men. 

Now I pray you beloved ſearch into your ſelves, and looke about if 
you cannot ſeethis vice abroad in your neighbours, Let me ks” 
* = tn1s 
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this queſtion to cach of you, doc you know never aproud man | - 


in'the Towne and doe you ſee never a one in the Church | 
whom you judge to be full of prides? you would anſwer this * 
queſtion in your owne hearts. Doe you ſee or know a proud man 
| or woman in the place where you dwell? I am afraid, you that 

be poore, will looke upon the gayer cloathes of the wealthie,. and 

ſay without doubt they be monſtrous proud that muſt weare ſuch 

gay things about them, when others of as good earth as them- 

| {elves poe almoſt naked or ſo fimply clad. And I feare, leaſt you 

| that are wealthy will finde cauſe to blame ſuch aone and ſucha one 

| for pride, becauſe their carriage is ſo and ſo: many of you can ſee 

pride (Idoubtnot) peeping out ofthe poore mans rags, and craw- 

ling like a vermine our of his meane garment: yea, you that be 

poore, I feare will finde a great deale of pride abroad, you will not 

returne without finding it, for in truth it is a fruit of pride to finde 

; pride every where but in ones ſclfe. Therefore I recant this ſpeech 

now, and I pray you leave that forreine inquirie, and come you 

home every ſoule to himſelfe, and ſearch at home each in his owne 

boſome, houſe, carriage. And rell mee or rather God who ſpeakes 

to each, art not thou thy ſelfe ſomewhat a. kinne to the generation 

of Sodome ? a veſlell in whom the Divell and ficſh hath laid upa deale 

of pride. + | 

You may perhaps aske me, how any man may know whether he be 
proud or no, I meane oyer-come with pride, full of it, over-ruled 
by it. | 
” ſpeake to thee that art poore and courſely clad, Doe not you 
thinke that you are as good men and women as thoſe that are fine- 
lier clad? and if you had as geod ſuites and ornamems as they, 
you ſhould be never a whit inferiour to them : have you nat theſe 
kinde of vying buzling thoughts in you? in truth, this is nothing 
but pride. And you that are richer, doe younot count theſe poore 
ſnakes almoſt nothing 2, the mudde, the ſcumme, three-halfe-pen- 
ny creatures, leſle then duſt almoſt to you, muſhroms, ſhrubs, veri- 
ly, theſe thoughts proclaime you co be monſtrous proud, and if 
| you goc away with them on either fide and find them nor, ſtop 
them nor, blamethem not,it is certaine this vice hath aſtrong partic 
in you and invery dced doth over-maſter you.'Tis pride of heart we 
ſecke for, and 'tis nothing but pride that ſets up theſe briſtling 
thoughts in you, : 

But yet I ſhall give you another note, nothing is aſurer proofe of 
over-ruling pride, then this, that a man ſees no pride in himſelfe, 
neither will confefle it to his owne heart: Tt is certaine, this vice is as 
naturall toall mankindeas it is ro be borne with eyes in their heads, 
with a mouth, with an heart, with. a liver, with braine : The | 
vitall parts of our body doe not more ſurely come into the world 
withus, then this virall part of the body of dearh and of corrupti- 
on. Nowif you have never ſeene it nor could meecte with it in 
the 
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the cftefts of it, ſo asto know it, it is onely becauſe you are jeno- 
rant and blinde, and the more ignorant of your corruptions themore 
prond, When vices be not ſeene, they be not lamented, nor re- 

fGſted with ſpiritual] weapons, nay not with naturall good confide- | 
rations neither, and the leſſethey bercfiſted, the more they grow,and 
the morethey grow, the ſtrongerand bjgger they be, and the more 
they rule in him in whom they be. If it were not therefore for | 
want of anderſtanding, by 'this time a great number of you mighr 
| -perceive that you deferve to be called ſonnes of pride, for your 


w— 


{clves cannot dente, bur that you have in a manger alwaies denied 
your ſelves to be proud, you never ſaw it in your hearts, nor con- | | 
 fefſed before God with ſecret ſorrow for it ; Lord Iam very proud, 
fuch and ſuch eff.ts proove mee to be very proud. And without 
' doubt, hee that never did thus ftrive to mortifie his pride, cannor 
| but be a very proud man. Loe now I have ſhewed you how to 
finde out your pride, by not finding it out, and this is the ſureſt way 
| of finding 1i:, where it is moſt ir hides it ſelfe moſt from his eyes | 
in whom itts, Itke the fonndation of a building that is underground, 
though it beare up all rhar is above the ground, orlike ſome ſecret di- 
temper in the inwards thar ſhewes not it ſelfe but by its effects. 
| Bur ler mce tell you what pride is, that you may the berter know 
it and acknowledge it when you mecte with ir, I ſhall deſfcribe it 
in the words of an excellent deſcriber of vices. The inordinate de- 
fire of ones owne excellencie is- but an ce of ir. The Apoftle 
S. Paul tells you moſt briefely, and yet moſt clearely, what itis, 
when he faith, 1 a man thinke himfelfe to be ſomething when hee i #0-| Gal.6.3. 
thing, hee deceiveth himſelfe. Loe afingular definition of this vice. 
Ir is that vice, by which a man thinkes himſcelie ſomerhing when he 
is nothing; whereby hee makes too great reckoning of himſelfe, 
judging himſclfe to be better then hee is, -raking himſelfe for gold 
when he is but copper, for a goodly thing when hee is bur dirr, for 
ſomething when hee is nothing, ſaith our Apoſtle. Pride isthe vice 
of over-prizing himielfe, ſetting roo much ſtore by himſclfe, as a 
| childe out of his folly makes agreat account of a white pibble- 
ſtone, ſo man out of his folly makes great reckoning unduely of him- 
ſelfe, ſets too high a price on himſelfe, as a covetous over-reaching 
{ Chapman on his wares. A man if he would conſult with himſelfe 
could not but confeſſe that he is nothing, but hee doth with him- 
ſelfe as ſome folkes doe by Dogs and Monkies, they know they 
be paltry carrions, beaſts, yer they ſer great ſtore by rhem and make 
pretious account of them for their mindes ſake, ſo doe we men by 
our ſelves, notwithftanding the imperfe&t knowledge of our nothing- 
neſſe, and this isthe pride of heart which wee ſecke for. O ſee it, 
ſec it, that is it rules 1neach of us naturally, every ſonne of Adam 
makes an over-great account of himſelfe, ſets himſelfe at too 
high arate, for ſo ſlender is the knowledge of God thar hee ſets 
more by himſclfe then by God, and Iam ſure that isro ſetroo —_ | 
FO y "008 
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by. himſclfe. A man counts himſelfe ſomething thatis nothing, yea | 
he accounts him that is nothing, more then him thar is infinitcly more 
then all things. Judge you it there be not cauſe that God ſhould reſiſt | 
him in whomthere is this vice regnant, this highthing rhar lifts it ſelfe 
againſt the knowledge of God. | 

I ſhall ſhew you the degrees of this vice now. They be two, 
predominant and mortified, predominant where it is not depoſed by 
the power of ſanRifying grace, which alone killeth finne, and ſo ir 
ruleth in all men naturally, and will rule untill the Lord beſtow his. 
humbling Spirit upon them, which making them firmely to beleeve 
the dorine of mans miſcry begins by little and little ro daſhthem | 
quite out of conceit with themſclves, and toeſteeme themſelves rhe | 
baſeſt of all creatures almoſt, even creatures worthy to be damned | 
and moſt vile therefore. But when pride is thus cathicred by the / 
entring in of true humiliation, there it no longer raigneth, there ir is 
continually obſerved, the cvill iruite of ir noted, arraigned, condem- 
ned before God, and many an heavy ſigh and ſupplication is ſent up 
to God againſt it; and there it isnot a King, a Commander, there it 
is not imputed, there it doth not denominate the man, but where ir 
is not thus depoſed and dethroned, it is not marked, the ill fruits of 
it are not drawne before Gods tribunall, they are not ſorrowfully 


- | confeſſed, nor carefully refiſted, there 'ir is the Lord of the heart, | 


} 


ſame, or carrics it ſelfe like the ſame: Sometimes pride is fed with 
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! 
| 
[ 
{ 


| 


i 


and there it doth raigne and is imputed, and doth denominate the man | 
in whom it is,and hes a proud man. | 
But now where it raigneth, it is to be found in two plaine differen- 
ces. Intheone itis like unto a beaſt thar is fed fat argraſle, or is well | 
royvendred with good feeding, luſty and ſtrong, and ſturdy and | 
olde, In the other it is like unto the ſame beaſt, kept leane and 
poore, and weake and feeble, over wrought, thinly fed, and 111 
provendred ; Ir is the ſame beaſt ſtill, bur ir ſcarce lookes like the 


wealth.and honour, and theſe ourward things in abundance, and with 
great excellent parts of nature, wit, learning, beauty, ſtrength and 
the like, yea and with a kind of fiery temper ofbody. When it hath 
all, or many of theſe encouragements and helpes, it is like a flouri- 
ſhing King that goes abroad in progreſle among his people; then ir 
is bold and audacious to produce its ill effects, it dares few it ſelfe 
in irs proper perſon, and be ſcene by any eye, then will a man affirme 
to himſclfe,, that he 1s a perſon of ſome yalew, one that hath ſuch 
wit,cc. why heis I hope a worthy and excellent perſon. So pride 
will ſtare a man inthe face, and profeſſe it ſelfeif ir be well helped up | 
with theſe outward things ; Bur if it be kept dawne with poverty, | 
with weaneneflc in outward reſpects, and with great croſſes, then | 
itis ſomewhat fearefull ro be ſeene, then it hides its head, it is like a 

King brought behind by rebels, who keepes himſelfe within ſome 


| place of fortification, and will not commir himſelfe to hazard, bur 
(ſtill heis a King, and takes upon him asa King, So pride in ſuch will 
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not make a man ſay plainely he is (ome body, heisa perſon of worth, | 
but ſtill in the ſecret of his heart he makes high account of himſelfe, | 
and is ready (as I faid before) to rhink hes as good a man, though | 
he be notasrich, as lcarned; yea ſometimes this vice of pride though | 
raigning, yet is like a bad ryrannicall Prince, kept in by fome coun- 
{cllorof ſpeciall truſt, as 104ſb by 7ehojada. I meanc, itis alittle held 
in compaſle by good educarion and precepts of morality, and a kinde 
of reſtraining grace, and then it is farre more moderate in its effects, 
and will not ſo exceſſively bewray it ſelfe, otherrimes ir is like atyrant, 
| which hath a councell as bad as himſelfe, it rangeth whether it liſteth, 
on when it wants good education, and reſtraint of a divine hand to keepe 
| it downe, and thenthe effects of ir be prodigious. Know therefore 
that a man may be under the dominion of pride, though he be not fo 
| | outragious and cnormious in the effects of it, as ſome others be, and 
if you will take atrue triall, here it is. I can know what account any 
| man makes'of a thing by his carriage, when thar thing is depreſſed, 
| abuſed, wronged, vilified, and ſo may I know what account I make 
of my ſelfe by my demeanour in occafion of ſuch uſage. | 
When you have learnt how to find out this ſ{inne, if you pleaſe, | The meanes 
will you learne alſo to ſubdue it? the way is firſt-ro marke the fruites **-, fu>cue- 
of it, as they breake forth in your lives, which fruits we have dif- 
| covered before. Impatiency, bragging, contention, envying, 
ſleighting and deſpiſing of ethers, and eſpecially working in proude - 
wrath, that is, falling into ſuch extreame firs of anger, that a man 
cares not almoſt whar hee faith or doth to them thar have angered 
him. 
| - Secondly, When you finde them tofall upon them with ſorrowand 
4 lamentation, arraigning and judging your ſelves for them before 
] God, and labour to make your ſelves ſeemebaſe in your owne eyes be- 
| cauſe of them. | | 
Thirdly, To pray heartily againſt it, and to beg the Spirit of God 
ro humble you and caſt you downe. There is a thing that looketh 
{ſomewhar like humility, and it is nothing but a heart a little kept 
downe with croffes, or with education and good inſtructions, this 
may be found where the Spirit of ſanification is not, bur true hu- 
| mility isan effe& of Gods Spirit thoroughly ſanRifying the heart, A 
man by being conſcious to himſclte of his owne naturall imperfe&ions 
and defeats may be kept alittle under, fo thar his pride will not fo 
boldly lift up it ſelfe, but no man depoſcthipride from raigning, 
(but by the Spirit of God, you muſt therefore intreat the Lord by the 
operation of his Spirit to ſubdue your pride. | 
| Laſtly, You muſt exerciſe your ſelycs in good meditations, con- 
cerning, Firſt, your naturall miſery and meanenefle, Secondly, your 
(ſpirituall. The naturall ſeene in our birth, life, death, entrance into the 
world,continuance in it,departure our of it. 
Firft, how little and meanc are we ip reſpe@ of our entrance, what 


BK _ we come from at firſt, and originally but very nothing? there 
X was | 


pride, 
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wasstime when we were tiot, having alone a potenitidll being; that is, | 
abeing not yet in beſtig, bur alone Iockt up! 46 it were it! the cauſes | 
of it z yea there'wss a time; whetr wee were-hot in any ſecondary 


make us of nothing. | And ſurely, that which-comes from nothing: 
' can be no'exceeding excellent rhing in it folfe,, and if'ir ſhave any 
excellency, it hath it fron anothet, to whom all the glory of ir 1s 
due. Yea what was the matter of which God :made us atthe firſt 2 
not gold, filver; brafſe, iron, wood, or any tore then common 
thing, buteventhe diſt of the earth, for you have heard how cLdam 
was formed, Doubilefſe the Lord did this of purpoſe ro miniſter | 
matter of tumbling ten unto their-medirationsz for if T.came from | 
duſt, I ſhall ſurely ſavour of mine originall; a thing madewill have | 
4 reliſh of the matter wheteof it is made, unleffe xt receive an excee- 
ding great change, thetefore 4b7aham confefled into the Lord, 1 an 
duft and aſhes, - Call we our felves by that nafiie ſerioutly and often, ' 


= 7 but alone in the omfipotency of Gad, who was: able ro 
| 


| and duſt cannot ſwell : it may be blowne away, it cannot be put-- 


fed up. | 
But let iis looke upon a man in the courſe of his life, ard that with | 
reference to the good he hath and can doe, andto the evill he hath or 
isable to doe. The good he hath firſt is exceeding little, compared | 
|to that which God and Angels have, as no man will deny thar ſhall | 
| make the compariſon Now he ought it he were wife to compare 
himſelfe with his betrers, and not with his infertours. Set a man in 
ballance toa beaſt he is ſome body, he hath reaſon, wiſedome, and 
'thelike, ſerhim inthe ballance with God, heis a meere foole, acom- | 
pound of weakeneffe and vanity, all he doth know, all he can know, 
is lefſe chen nothing. Yea cortipare him with an Angel, how filly 
'ts he, how feeble £ one Angell is able to know more then all men; 
'andto doc more, one Angell canbeguile all men and deftroy all men, | 
yea if you compare hit with beafts, he hath a limle more wit then 
| moſt of them, but they have ſtrotiger bodies, perteQer fences, are | 
' able ro teare him in pecces, arid can live without him many of them 
; better then he without rhem, ſo thar he is more beholding.tothem 
(then they to him. So his good is little, lictle knowledge in reſpect 
| of what God and Angels have, afid in reſpe of thar he once had, 
| and might have had ftill, but that himſelfe deprived himfelfe of it. 
(Little ſtrength even in compariſon of beaſts, and muſt continue here | 
| but for a lirrle time. | 
| Againe, this little is al borrowed, it is none of his owne; he hath | 
1t of meere curtefie, and from the goodnede of another, fo that he | 
is notto be counted better for it, but alone more indebted * who ſwel- | 
teth for a borrowed thing ; or if he doe, who doth nor befoole him for | 
ite Tf amanthar hath no-horſe be friended witha good one, hall he 
| be proud of it? and is notall we havebotrowed 7 | 
| Nay thirdly muſt we tiot'be accountable for all we have, fo that 
" arc-bur «5 fervarits which have charge of their maſters goods, = | 
; mulr : 
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ſclfe. 


man lying upon his death-b=d, groaning and panting for life, ' 


of 


and muſt anſwer how they have ordered it, ſhall ſuch a perſon bee 
proud? | | ; 12 Slog panes 
And laſtly, what we have is uncertainetoo, 'tis moveable'ris fice- 
ting, wee may looſe it we know not how ſoone; we arc like te- 
nan's at will, that cannot challenge ſo mach as a quarter, nay nora 
weeke or minute : itill becomes ſo meane a thing to thinke well of it 


Now for the evill we have, that is much and our owne, that is 
inſcperable and inayoideable, it is great. O to how many and ore 
croſſes is every man ſubje& 2 to diſcaſcs, to caſualities for goods, 
to madneſle, tq injuries,andto a 1000. unhappinefſcs, from which nci- 
ther wiſedome nor ſtrength, nor riches, nor high places can fence and 
ſave him;eſpecially tothe vexarion of hisowne heart,which is enough 
to make him miſerable though he were rid of all other evils. And 
theſe evilsare come unto him as due puniſhments of his owne ſinnes, 
as fruits of his ill deſervings, and as tes of his owne folly, and 
miſery is ſhamefull as well as bitter, when it is juſtly imputable to 
the perſons ill carriage that ſuffers ir, becauſe his faalres have broughy | 
it on himſclfe, and this evill is properly his owne, becauſe he owes | 
it to none properly bur to himſclfe, neither can'any care of his pre. 
vent it, bur he ſhall be ſo during life, and. ever as he lives longer fo 
ſhall he be ſubje& to more miſery, Indeed ſome men ſcape in. this 


tion, enough to make him know himſclfe tobe nothing, «und enough 
to daſh pride out of countenance, it he would not hide his owne eycs 
from taking notice of it. LEE 
Now looke to him in his end, how little a thing will kill hime | 
4 haire, or a ſtone of araifin, the leaſt thing going awry. How itele| 
coffin, a lirtte hole in the earth, how linle can he doe then £ nothing | 
but feede wormes and yeeld forth a ſtinking ſmell.  Looke upon a| 
Toke 
; upon him in his winding ſheete and coffin, bound hand and foote, 
and impriſoned in thatnarrow ſtockes. Looke upon him in hisgrave, | 
rotting and ſmelling and putrifying, and I hope you will eaſily con- | 
feſſe, he hath cauſe ro make but meane account of himſclfe, fo will 
theſe thoughts helpe to chaſe out pride. BP 
Bur confider a man in his ſpirituall miſery, he was conceived in 
finne, he is ofhis father the Divell, he ig a ſlave to finne, a traitor 
to God. He is full ofall wickedneſſe, deftiture of all holinefle, and 
cannot eſcape cternall damnation by any worth or power of his owne.,. 
but muſt needes finke downe to hell, and be made fuell for that eter- 
nall burning. You ſce by what mcanes you may ſubdue pride, hee 
that findeth it out and refiſteth it with theſe weapons, ſhall un- 
doubtedly prevaile againſt it, hee that thinkes himſelfe fice from 


world with more caſe then divers others, but every man hath his por- | 


a place will hold him when he is dead © a poore winding ſh-ete, a| 


od and takes no paincs to ſubdue it, ſhall ſurely bee. conquered - 
ſk, | | Fol ons "2 IVF 
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| And ler the: confitteration of this,” that pride is ſo foule 


; Prophetthat himſelfe and the Spirit by which he ſpake were borh in 
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a4 VICE ; 
make you bleſſe God with muchthankfulneſle for croſles, afflitions, 

and divers temptations and tribulations, for what be they elſe but 

medicines to take downe pride 2 and who that hath a great ſwel- 
ling! it his body, "doth nor thinke it a benefit deſerving recompence 

as'well 8s rhankes; to have a fir medicine prepared and applied, thar | 
art length may take downe thar ſwelling. It is to be confeſled. that 
thebelt of metibe too proud even now; notwithſtanding all the cro{- 
Ks they have fele, and finnes they have committed. O how much 
more proude would they have beene had not God made uſe of | 
ſuch''things wo came and: depreſſe themes And of their pride {o | 
'  Thenextfaultis, fulneſſe of bread, this isreckoned as a fault, 'and | 
downe here in the catalogue gf Sodomitiſhcrimes. You muſt either 
grant that fulnefſe of bread is a foule ſinne, or elſe you muſt tell the 


an-error. -*Tis attributed to Dives in the Parable, Free fared deliciouſly 


*Tis charged onwealthy men, as one of the finnes that 


James. 5,9. 
I 


+ 


; 


ny day 

ſhall procure their howling and miſery, you have nourifhed your ſelves 
iu the day of ſlaughter, meaning, they gave themſelves over to fea- 
— nei banqueting every day. A- daily continuall ſtiffing the 
belly with ſtore of ſavoury and delicate foode, is hurtfull for the 
body and ſoule too. Uſe abſtinence, feed ſparingly, fare hard and 
ſhort ſometimes. And ſo muchforthe ſecond fin of Soderre, fulneſſe of 


| 3» Abundance 


 Tdlenes a oreat 
fin and why ? 


I bread. 


- The third is abundance of: idlenefle, here is the fault it ſelfe idle- 
neſſe, and the meaſure of it, very much idlenefſe. Idlenefſe is a finne 
eſpecially when it growes to be abundancebfidleneſſe. Salomon hath 
bent himſelfe ro: the diſgrace of this faule in many of his Proverbes, 
Goe to the piſmire O ſlugrard, Prov.6.9, & 9. how long wilt thou ſleepe ? 
& 10, Tet alittle fleepe, 24.30. I went by the ficld of the ſloathfull, 
and by the vineyard of the man void of nnderffanding, a witleſle fellow, 
afoole. ' And the Apoſtle condemnes it in the yolinger widdowes, 
that they tearne to be idle, 1 Tim.5.13. and many threats are made a- 


| 


2inſtthe idle perſon and the ſluggard, 19. 15+ an idle ſoule ſhall ſuffer 
bunger. | 


either iris ſo indeed, or the Spirit of God was deceived, who purit } 


There are divers reaſons to prove this fault to be a great ſinne. 
Firft, it is a crofling of that end which God had in making man; hee ! 
| made him to be uſefull and profitable as the members of the body, | 
idleneffe makes him unproficable ; hee gave him a minde and abo- | 


HH j=-: 


dy, firfor uſcfull and laboriousimployments, he ſpends this ſtrengrh | 
to no: purpoſe. So he doth eventhwart Gods intention in creating ! 
allthmgs,:and himſclfe among the reſt, for all weremade for labour 

in ſome fruttfi 


ull matter, as we ſeethe Sunn and heavenly bodies, the 


| witersnnd trees, andall the cteatures, 


_* Secondly, he depriveth himſelfeof all right in conſcience to _—_ 
X | | and 


—_— 
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and drinketh, and ſpendeth, for this cauſe S. Paz ſaith, hee that will, + Thel:3.10. \ 
z0t worke let him not cate, ſo hee is interdited the uſe of Gods! 
creatures, as it were aman baniſhed out of the world. A civill 
right inthe courts of juſtice hee hathto the poſſeſſing of things, be- 
(cauſe of his ricle ro themand inrereſt in them, but a conſcionable. 
rightro the uſe of them hee. hath not, therefore Paul wiſheth men yep cx, 
to labour and cate their owne bread, intimating that it is not their | 


| 


| owne'inthe court of conſcience betore God if they gaine not anin- 


and other neceſlaries, and maketh himſelfc athcefe in all he cateth'| 


tereſt to it by paines. | 
Thirdly, idleneſle is a great nouriſher of all vices. It nouriſheth | 3. 
| prideand ſelfe-conceitednetle, For the ſlnggard i wiſer in bis owne> p66 
eyes then ſeven men that can render a reaſon , he is apt to filthineſle 
and luſt, why was Sodome fo lewd, bur becauſe they were idle | 
| Every temptation doth eaſily ſeize upon him that is ar leaſure, and 
doth nothing, as a bird that ſitteth ſtill on atree is cafily hirwith an 
| arrow or bullet. He can have while to hearken to a tempration, and 
| 3 to ruminate upon the evill things which Satan and the fleſh doe | 
| ſtirre up. 1n nature things that lie ſtil] gather ruſt, and ſtanding | 
! water ſoone breeds noyſome creatures, and ſoone putrifies, and el- | 
{ pecially idlenefſe makes a man abufic ' body, full of medling with | 
| other folkes matters, and thar for the moſt part to do more hurt then | 
' good. The natureof man isaQive, andifir be not imployed in ſome 
| uſefull thing,it muſt follow ſinne and vanity. | 
Laſtly, this finne expoſeth a man to want, 1dleneſſe wil! cloath with 4 
ragges, his penurie commeth like an armed wan, and like a traveller, Pov23.21. 
haſtily, ſurely, Rtrongly, it cannor be reſiſted, -it will not linger, | © © 
Hee that followeth waine perſons ſhall have poverty encugh 5 The ſlug- | & 18.1, 
| gard will not plow in Winer, therefore hee muſt begge in Summcr and | $20.4. 
have nothing. And if it fall out, that great meanes doe keepe an idle 
perſon from want, yet hee hath a moſt poore- and beggarly ſoule, | 
| utterly deſtitute of ſaving graces and vertues, for he muſt labour for 
theſethings that will attaine them, | 
But let us ſee, whar idleneſle is. Ir is that vice, by which men | wy. ratenege! 
refuſe tobeſtow themſclves conſtantly and painefully in ſome profi- | is. . 
table thing, and take leaveto ſpend their pretious time in things un- 
\profirable. Some things are unprofitable ſimply, as fond and ro- 
'ving thoughts, tatling and vaine words, ſome things are unprofitable | 
accidentally, in reſpe& of their exceſle, as ſports and paſtimes, and | 
ſleepe, and eaſe, and fitting ſtill, and in reſpe& of the manner of | 
doing, as dealing with aflacke hand and working by halves. He 
that will not continue to take paines in things uſetull and beneficiall 
to himſelfe and others, bur whileth out his time in fitting till and 
twatling with others of matters impertinent to him, or uſcleſle in 
themſelves, or diſcourfing with himſelfe abour like points, or gives | 
himfelfe to exceſſe of {leepe or of ſports, or clſe followes his bu- | 
fineſſe by the halves, this manis idle, and if hee doe ſo muchand 
- | often i 
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| L | often and almoſt continually, then is hee guilty even of abundance | 
of idleneſle. | | 
. I pray youcvery one, ſet your conſciences aworke to finde our 
your owne finnefullneſſe in this kindez; Doe not many of your 
| hands refuſe ro labour? Are you not ſuch as will not worke - 
SEme arc idle, becauſe they have beene fo ill educated, -that they 
| have not ficted themſelves for any calling, they have nothing to doe 
| nor cannot tell how to beſtow themſelves and their times. Theſe | 
| are akindeof vagrant people, though they have meancs enough to | 
| liveof, cyphers, good for nothing, bur to eate and drinke, ' ver. | 
| mine, Apcs, Monkies, whoſe whole life is to cate and drinke and | 
| fleepe and ſport, and fit and ralke and laugh and be merry. Theſe. 
are Excrements in humane ſocicties, and the moſt miſerable of the | 
| fonnes of men, as having brought upon themſelves by long uſe an | 
habir of being 1dlesbees, and a kind of neceſſity to continue naught; | 
yet ſuch aneceflty as doth not excuſe but aggravate the fault : ' 
others againe are idle, beciuſe though they have a calling, yer 
they have no mindeto follow it, but are eſtranged trom the workes 
of rheir vocation, and loveto be gadding and rambling hither and 
thither, and every where, but where they ſhould be. Theſe are 
great offendors, this idlenefle turnes their foode into poyſon, many | 
{uch floarthfull doe-naughts there” are in the world. There be ſome | 
| ſervants ſluggiſh, ſlow-backs, whoſe hand is no ſooner from under 
(the Goyernours eye, but that it is alſo off from the worke, andthey 
leave all and fir downe totalke by the fire-fide, or in acorner being 
[men of tongue,and further then eye-ſervice drives them to it, their 
| chiefe imployment is twattle. | | 
| | Now pray you, if any be guilty to themſelves of lazinefic, un- 
[willingneſſe to exercife themſclves painefully in their callings, ei- 
[cher with hand or head or both, that they take notice of it, ſure 
' they be of kinne to theſe miſcreants the Sodemites ; now begin to 
. Jabour in this wontby worke of repenting for thine unprofitable li- 
; ving. For ſure, if men mult give an account for every idle word, 
'then other parts of idlencfle muſt likewiſe be brought unto the 
'reckoning. I pray thoſe that be of the richer ſort, that doe not | 
| finde ancceſfity of labouring laide upon them for their bellies ſake, ' 
to take heed that they paſſe not over their idlenefle as a ſmall mar- | 
'rer, Moſt times riches make men turne Sedomites, they are proud, 
| they give themſelves to fullnefſe of bread, and to abundance of | 
idlenefſe, they will not fer themſelves to any diligent following of 
| ' any good worke, but delight in that which Salomon ſaith his ver- | 
prov.31-21 | tous woman would not doc, to eate the bread of idleneſſe. Surely the | 
| God that made them as well as other men with bodies and ' 
_ fired to doe ſervice, will not brooke their doing of no- | 
> thing. Pp | 


And ſecondly, I pray you ſhun, ſhun this Sodow7tifh finne, take 
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fortably anſwer itto God the Maker of it and of you. Time is athing 
moſt pretious, all the wealth under Heaven cannot redeeme one 
| miſpent minute, by how much itis more deare and irremediable, by 
' ſo much ought it to be more carcfully husbanded and warily be- 
| ſtowed. Therefore, be you painefull in your callings, breake off 
| ſleepe ſeaſonably in the morning ; ſer cloſe to ſome needfull aQions 
' inthe day, give not the greater part of your time to ſports, and fit- | 
ting idle and diſcourſing of this and that, but follow the workes of (| 
your calling, and frame your ſclves to ſome calling, make your 
ſelves a vocation in ſome matter or other, rhat ſhall be worth your 
7 time. Paiccfullneſſe in a calling will kill many vices, it will ex- 
n erciſe all vertues, it will prevent many tertptations and finnes: it 
| will make ones life comfortable, and his heart in good meaſure hum- 
ble and diſcreete. Itwill be a content at death, to thinke one hath 
| not waſted his life for nothing. Doe not dare to ſlip away from the 
= workes of your calling but upon good ground, when you are able 
to alledge ſome better thing to be done inſteed of it, or juſt occa- 
| fion of intcrmitting it, for your better fitting and inabling to ir. I 
doe not commend toyleſomencfle to you, butdue diligence inyour 
places, that may cauſe you ro differ much from the inhabirants of 
Sodome, Eſpecially, give not your ſelves to exceflive fleepe and 
ſports; Slomon hath condemned rhe fluggard and the man that lo- 
veth paſtime to the ftockes of want, and one way or another 
| the Lord will- finde a time and meanes to caſt them into thoſe | 
ſockes. 
Doe not all things invite youto- diligence in acallings ſee, what 
F care the Sunne hath ro runne his daily and yecerely courſe according 
F to its proper nature, ſee how all the rcſt of the heavenly armie doe 
s keepe themſelves in their owne places, and ſwiftly performe their 
owne motions. See how the waters doe ebbe and flow, andthat con- 
| ſtantly, ſce how the fountaines make haſt tothe brookes and rivers, 
| and the riversto the Sea; ſce how allthings almoſt are ſtill inaQon. 
| The earth that keepes in one place, yer is ſtill doing ſomething in 
that place, either nouriſhing the rootes or the branches of the trees, | 
and other things that grow on it, or elſe gathering heart to ir ſelfe 
| todoe the ſame worke better for alittle reſpite and intermiſhon, And 
'in Heaven, though theſe narurall actions ceaſe, yer the ſpirituall 
| imployment of living, rejoycing in honouring and praifing of God 
; doth never ceaſe. Quicken vp your ſelves therefore zo this vir- 
| tue of diligence, itis good for ſoule, good for body, good for 
| ſtate, profitable every way, and at laſt will proove eafie and de- 
©  lightfull too, to him that doth ir with moderation. The diligent 
man takes as much content in his moderate labour, as the flug- 
gard in ſomnolency and caſcfullneſſe, So much for this fault 
| alſo. 4. They 
F A fourth is afinne of Omiſſion, and thar is, they firengthened not 2. A Fe 
E: | the hands of the poore.Whar is that 2 They did not relecve his neceſ-| of the poare, | 
| X 4 ſities 
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fities with convenient ſupplie, bur gave him cither nothing ar all, or 
but ſo ſmall apirtance, as would not ſuffice to give him any comforr. 

Ic is you ſee a great fault to be pinching to the poore, and either | 
to give them nothing,or a very ſmall quantity almoſt as good as no- 


thing. Therefore he reckons it as apreofe of a good man thatſhal] | 


live, Ezek.1$.16.' Hath given his bread to the bunzry, and hath co- 
vered the naked with a garment; but when our Saviour came to ſen- 
cence the goates onthe left hand, he giveth this reaſon of their re- 
jeftion. I was ſicke and you did not wiſit, hungry and you gave mee_ 
70 meate,'in priſon and you came not to mee : and when they alledged 
thatthey never ſaw him in ſuch diſtreſſed cafes,and withdrew them- 
ſelves from ſuccouring him, his anſwer is, i that you did it not to 
theſe, you did it not to mee. When the rich wan retuſed. to ſel] all 
and give-tothe poore upon an extraordinary command from him, 
he lets him goe, and admits him not to follow him, nay by his 
words ſpoken immediately after, it z as poſ7ble, he excludeth him 
| from Heaven, for he muſt needs be underſtood of that rich manand 
ſuch as he was. Now if not giving of all upon an extraordinary oc- 
caſfion,will ſhut a man out of the Kingdome.,then the norgiving of ſome 
convenient quantity upon an ordinary occaſion, muſt needs procure the 
like puniſhment, becauſerhe diſobedience is equall inborh caſes. 
The reaſon is, firſt, this is a flat diſobedience to moſt expreſle 
plaine andfrequent Commandements.. There is ſcarce a duty ofthe 
{econd Table which God hath more plainely laid downe, more often 


— — 


repeated, more earneſtly preſſed then this of giving to the poore. 
He therefore that liverh in perpetuall negligence of this dutie, and 
| either will not acknowiedge it or will not practiſe it, lives in a wil- 
| full and conftant rebellion againſt God. Thinke not my Brethren, 
that ir ſufficeth to proove a man upright if hee doe not live in aſinne 
of commiſſion, that is, in the continuance and allowed doing of 


ſomething forbidden by God. Nay if he live in afinne of omiſſi- 
on, 7.e. inthe continuall and allowed negle& of a dury commanded, | 
thisis not to obey God in 8ll things, this fhewes ones heart is not 
univerſally ſubje&t ro God. This 'prooveth that ſome vice hath do- 
minion in him and thar he loveth and reſpe&eth ſomething more 
then God, which cannot ſtand with uprightnefle, yea beloved this 
| bypocriſie which is ſo mich over-awed as it were by cleereneſfle of 
knowledge, that ir ſcarce dares diſcover it ſelfe by taking boldneſſe 
ro commit finnes of commiſſion, but knowes how to hold in with 
| finnes of omiſſion and to give them allowance enough, is ſo much 
' the more dangerous by how much it is lefle diſcernable. For hee 
| ſeemethto himlſelfe to have much to ſay for himſelfe, why this duty 
' ſhould nor at this and this time binde him, becauſe no affirmative 


'1n ſuch manner, as not to take notice that hee offendeth, whence 
'groweth the greateſt perill of all. Therefore know you that this 
;unmercifullneſſe to: the poore , as prooving that ' obedience is 

| , bur 
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Bur ſecondly, it declareth-rhat- a man-beleeverly fot: therpromiſes 
of God, and fo that his faith» is not unfained. Iris :fure;' that as hee 
which obecycth notall Gods Commandements obeyerh none; ſo hi | 
that belceverh not all his promiſes beleeverb none. :Forrt we ſubmit 
ro his truth becauſcir is a perfe@ trurh, wee muſt grant-that heecan- 
not lie nor be deceived in any-thing, and if wee build:not Our, COR | 
; ſenting to his words upon his truth, that cannot 'be'called fairh-ar 
| all. Now God hath made ſo many, ſo evident, 'ſo- full promiſes 
[to thoſe that are mercifull ro the poore, as no other duty almoſt can 
alledge for irſelfe. A promiſe throughly beleeved, mnft needs pro- 
| duce obcdicnce to the Commindement whercto ie is/annexed, .be- 
cauſe every man is ſo truly defirous of his owne welfare, that whar 
hee doth ſtedfaſtly perſwade himſclfe will procure good unto him 
with the paines and coſt, forthar hee will ſurcly put himſcife ro the 
paines and rothecoſt. Hee theercfore that is not mercitull 'dorfynog 
belecvetheſe promiſes, becauſe hee doth not obey the Commande: 
mentsto which they be joyned.' How'then dorh-hee beleeve un | 
other-promife 2 So: we have. {nt ae by -this:argumene & | 
voide of faith, andis not that'a-great ſinne which cantak cth' him6 
be void of faith in whom ir is'*- ' oO 20 HR 07 Eta | | 
| Further, no man hath true: charicy rhiat hath 'noe '@hearr'ro eom-1 
firme the hand of the poore; for S. Tohn 'makes the-condlufion tins; 
Hee that loveth not his Brother whom hee- hath ſeene, how dorb:bod ous 
God whom he hath not ſeene ? And hee doth bur! lietharfaitw thee 


that love & bountiful, wherefore, S. 1ohn is peremptory” in this'eon\- 
{clufion, ſaying, He that hath this worlds goods, and ſeethi his Bro-| 
ther hath neede, and ſhutteth up his compaſ:ow againſt bims, how dvicl- 
leth the love of God in him? That therefore is a great offence, which | 
' prooveth that a man hath either none, or none but counterfeit 'cha- 
rity. | 5 72) 
| T have ſhewed you what agricvous offence this is-of- the*\Sodos- 
mites; -afore I paile from it, let mee ſhew unto you a-neceſlary di- 
ſtintion of poore men. Some are Gods poore as I may terme' 
them, ſome the Divels. Gods poore are they, whom his'hand 
croſſing them, or ſome naturall mcerec indiſcretion of their owne; 'or | 
abundance of charge, want of -worke, or the like hath brought into | 
and doth keepe in poverty. The Divels poore are'thoſe whois 
idtencile, waſtfullneſſe and unthriftineſfe deals-nike poore, bceauſe | 
eirher their hands refuſe to labour, or — conſume. it all'up ſi-| 
perfiuouſly when they have gotten it, 'The former kindo-of poore 
you ought to ſtrengthen, and the not ſtrengthening of theny 1s 
| finne. To ſtrengthen the hands of the larter is to':ſtrengthen 
their finne, _and therefore their hands - muſt ' not be;ttenptlicned? 


2 I The\Sodpmites. + Cu a P.I9,G0C., 1339 | 


loves a man, unlefſe he be ready torelceve him; for S; Fa faith, | 


for S. Pauls Canon is againſt it, He that wilt not labour ſhall not eare; 


Now | _ 


| 


1 Joh. 4.20, 


1 Jokh.3.17. 


Two ſorts of 
poore men, 
1.Gods poore, 


2. The Divels| _ 


poor © 
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| | Now conſidercvery man of himſelfe, may it notbe juſtly faid of 
you, that you doe net ſtrengthen the hands of the poorc. . Arc 
not anumber of you in 'your owne conſciences convinced 2 or if 
you would not winke, might bce convinced, that you doe not. 
ſtrengthen the' poore mans hands. When have'you with any wil- 
lingneſſe given to any poore manany reaſonable quantity £ Yea,how 
backward are anumber of you to give any thing at all. Here isſuch 
complaining amongſt you of your being ſeiſcd too much one, and 
roo much another, that-it is more then evident, you have little 
will to part with your money to this purpoſe. I know not what 
Skill to uſe, for the faſtening of a reproofe upon aniggard, I 
will not ſo much as ſtrivetodoe it therefore: Bur I call upon each 
of your conſciences, to become ajuſt and true Judge againſt you, 
and to finde out your guiltineſſe and to give you no quiet, 
rillit have made you confeſſe the fault and blame you for ir. Bur 
I call upon conſcience in vaine I feare, for the conſcience of anig- 
gard is alwaics abad conſcicnce; ſo inthralled to the love of money, 
that he will not want excuſes tomake himſelfe thinke he need not do 
that duty by which he ſhould leſſen. his heape. But theſe excuſes 
ſhall one day aggravare the finne, therefore whoſoever is an offen- 
dor in negle&ing this duty of ſtrengtheningrthe hands of the poore 
l pray you give your conſcicnces leave to paſſe a right ſentence upon 
you, vis. thar your faith, love, obcdicnceare in that degree coun- 
terfeit and fained, that youtake liberty to your ſelves to be ſlack in 
this (ervicc. | | 
And now I muſt require you in Gods name, to take great care 
that this finne of Sodeme doc not ſhew it ſelfe in you which would | 
be counted Chriſtians, I ſuppoſe there is ſcarce a Congregation with- 
in many neere you, that hath becne more urged tothis duty rhen 1 | 
have urged you. Sodome had not the twentieth part of this helpe, 
If God take it ill of them that they did not eſtabliſh the poore 
mans hand, how will he be offended atit in you £ If cver youwill 
have comfort atyour end 2 If ever you will have arcward of your 
religion? It ever you will be called any thing but Hypocrites by 
your owne conſciences? Icall upon youto reforme this fault, ſtrengthen 
the poore mans hands. 
Thoſe poore that be idle, that be waſtfull, that make themſclyes 
| aan by carrying the dirty yoke of vice, ale-houſe haunting,e+c. 
pray you chaſtize: them, corre them, ſpare not for their 
crying. It is no more pitty co heare them complaine, then to 
| heare a Woolfe howle when his foot is taken in a ſnare. But 
thoſe that be honeſt, ſober and good, and have not put them- 
 felyes intothis miſery, bur are put into it by Gods hand. - I pray; 
you confirme their hands, helpe them to ſuch a quantity of releefe 
as may make their lives comfortable, ſupply their needs, thar 
God may ſupply all your necdes according to his riches in glory | 
in Chriſt Jeſus. God giveth to ſome more, to ſome lefle, that there 
| ————_m——m— by may | 
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| midy be an equilicy through the bounty of the-one, nowrithflan- 
ditg the incqualiry in garheting.  So.ic ſhould be coneerninig thein 
of the hotſhold of faith, . you of the wealthicr ſort that tears God; | 
ſhould lay all your heads, hands, and hcares together to take ſuchor- 
der that the poorer forr of the ſame place which make eare: tolive 
well ſhould net be over-rmech: ſcanted: '' O that you would dbefſoe? 
| and ſome amongſt you htlpe to ſtirre up. others;. and to_ cifect the 
' triatiet, as I doe riow ſtirre you up all; and would:be glad to give | 
| you an example of bountie inthis kinte, No one nians purce. can 
{ = ſupply the wants of all, batthe ſuperfluity of all united would doe 
' it abundantly. Why ſhould we not reforme afault which God 
| woald not brooke nonot in Sodome? Werhave done with foure of 
; Sodomes fins. , - 22-03 | | 
The fift is committine abhomination, hee meaneth- that unnaturall | 5.They com. 
uncleannefle whereof we ſpake before om of Gene 9.9.and therefore | iftd abho- 
| will paſſe it over infilence now. ay . ** --+ na 
The laſt ſinne is haughtineſſe, .hee chargeth them before: with | s. They were 
| pride, and now here wich hanghty carriige. Ir may be concluded | hanghty-.. 
| hence, that pride and haughtineſſe be two diſtin things, ſeldome 
| ſeparated inpractiſe, bur in their harure ro be ſo diſtinguiſhed, as the 
| roore and the branch, the founraine and the ſtreame,: For pride is a | ;x,,, wideand 
vice more inward, thenature of which Randerh inrhis, that it caufeth | haughuinetle 
| 2 n1an to over-efteeme himſelfe. Havghcineſle is a vice more our- | *'*< 
ward, conſiſting inthis, thartir maketh amans ontwerd cartiage lofty 
atid high. Thisis that which S. Tohn calleth the pride of lift, this | 2 Joh.2.16, 
is that which David denieth of himfelfe, ſaying, that hs eyes were | p;1..,. » | 
not lofty, and it isone of thethings whereto he bindes himſclfe; to ET 
| be ſogreat an enemy, that none of thoſe which accuſtomed them- 
ſelves unto ir, ſhould have admittance imto his favorir and hoiife, 4; 
that bath ahich looke and a prond heart will 1 not ſuffer. Hee names 
an high looke firſt, becauſe it was impoſſible for him todiſcernethe 
proud heart, but by the looke or ſome external effc& of it. And 
Salomon nameth ir in the Proverb.6.17., as one of the things and the 
| &rſt in order which God deteſteth, wiz. 4 proud looke, And! David in 
Pſal.18.2;7. ſaith, that God will bring downe high lookes, You ſee, 
that this high and lofty carriage is afinne, the cauſe is, it proceeds 
from pride of heart, it increaſcth pride of heart in him that ſo decla- 
| rethit ; it infefteth others with the ſame pride, and ir grieveth and 
| offendeth them that are not infected, and in all theſe reſpects procu- 
reth Gods hand upon the offender. | 
; Now looke every one to himſclfe. Art not thou, and thou, and | 
thou of an haughty carriage « Doth not your behaviour give 
| aſtrong reliſh of ſelfe-concenednefle > - There be foure principall | rouce thinzs 
things thar diſcover pride inthe outward carriage. The lookes and | diſcorer pride 
countenance, thegare and pace, the words and language, the garments | 7 *3e ourward| | 
and ornaments. | uf 
Firftthe. lookes, when they be big and diſdainctull, ſuch —_ | r.The lookes. 
caſter 
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| Gu »..: in The Example of  Cua P.I9,&C,| 
eaficr to obſerve where they be, then to-deſcribe' them in wordes. 


'Thecolourofred; blew, white may cafily be diſcetyed by the eye, 
| the judge of colours : - but what wordes:ſhould a min ule to deſcribe 
ared-colobr ſo tothe fancy? as aman might know it without ſceing 
itz ſo hauty lookes arc moft eaſy things ro be knowne when one ſecs 
them; but Ls to: be deſcribed, and it is ſure, that God would not 
have 'madeſo frequent:mention of proude lookes, but that the coun- 
renance is very/apt-to bewray the high heart, but becauſe a man doth 
ſetdome ſee hisowne face, therefore this isa fitter figneto ſhew pride 
to others, thentodiſcoverit toa mans ſelfe. | 

- The-nexr, a'proudgate with an outſtretched necke, and mincing 
with anes feete,-or any other affected kind of going, is an a@ of 
haughtineſſe, that is, a ſetting forth of ones ſelfe unducly, and a 
demonſtration of pride, and this too may be. better perceived then | 
expreſſed, and becauſe a man cannot eaſily obſerve the carriage of 
his owne.headand body in hisgoing, therefore it is fitter tor the diſco- 
+... | very of anotherthen of ones ſclfe; 

3. Words. There is athird act of haughtineſſe, .that is, high words, ſpeaking 
x Sam-233 | oy high, as Hannah hath it 1n her ſong, by way of prohibiting ir. 
When a mans tongue is lofry his heart is ſo, wordes tending to vi- 
lifeand abaſe others, eſpecially when he is avgry with them, words 
of bragging and boaſting, that have none other uſe but to ſer up a 
| mans ſelfe, and to paint him with gay colours. Threatning word:s 
| that are died with revengefulnefle, and the like to theſe; they are all 
proude wordes and hanughty ſpeeches, and all kinde of dif{daincfull 
and ſcornefull, and upbraiding wordes, tending unſcaſonably to caft 
a mans faults in his teeth, for no man is coverousto diſgrace another,but 
bf hehath overvalued himſelfe firſt. | 

4. Cloathes, Laſtly, haughtineſſe appeareth moſt apparently if cloathes and 

the like ornaments, when a man or woman will gae as coſtly and 
gaily as ever his place will beare, and a little moretoo; and when 
he muſt have trimme cloathes, though he goe in debt for them, 
| when he muſt be fine though he ſpend all he canger on his backe, 
when he vieth with-others,. and muſt have as good things as ſuch 

and ſuch. When in theſe things hee doth not as S.Paul biddeth, 
equall himſelfe with them of the lower ſort but of the higher, When 
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o .16, 
mo chough God have humbled his eſtate, yet he mauſt ſtill keepe up his 
port, and by hooke or crooke, make a ſhift to be as gallantas ever. 
This prooves a proud heart, for noe man would beſtow ſo much 
garniſhing upon himſelfe , if he did not count himſelfe ſome body, 
Ia.3/16,&. and did not defire to be ſoaccounted of others. Therefore 1ſaiah among 


other fruites of proude vanity, ſpeaketh of the many gewgawes of 
the women of his time, by which they ſought immoderately to ſex 
out themſelves. _. A number of you thinke your ſelves farrc the bet- | 
ter, when. you have ſet up your ſelves with a deale of gaudinefle, 
| ſuch lace, ſuch ruffcs ſo in the faſhion. Tf it be ſutable to your place | 
and meanes, it is no great diſcredit, but ifabove, ſurely it isasgreat 
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a diſcreditas can be, for it isas if you ſhould weare a paperupon your 


-| heads or backes, in which were written in great letters as in {ome 


other crimes hath beene done. Bee it knowne unto all men, that bere 
| goes 4 proud man and a proud woman, Itis evena Proclamation of your 
| pride and folly, and a telling tales againſt your ſelves, which Iam 
| ſure you would not doe if you did well thinke of it, yea it is more 
then that, for it brings your names into queſtion about your truth, 
and if you be females about your honeſty ; there is ſucha mans fervant, 
ſhe is exceedingly ſlecked up, ſee what a waſe-coate, whar a gowne, 
whart a ruffe, what a drefſe ſhee hath, ir might well beſecme a mans 
daughter that would give her a large portion, what hath this wench 
to maintaine it? Is her father able ro doe much'for her? no, well 
then I wiſh ſhe getit by honeſt meanes, I wiſhthar either a falſe finger 


; well that ſhe is ſo fine. This is allthe good this haughrineſſe doth you, 
{and will you not leave it 2 I 
| The Sodomites puniſhments. Firſt, they were taken captives, bleſſe 
| God that you have not feltthis miſery. Secondly, God ſent fire and 
| brimſtoneand deſtroyed them all at once,Zzek.15.49. They were ſet 
forth for an example, Ide.v.7.Sodome was turned into aſhes, 2 Pee.2.6. 
The ground is now turned into afalt ſea, called the Dead Seca, 

no fiſh will live in it, the bird that flee over fall downe 
[ dead. Thirdly, they were caſt into the lake 
that burnes with fire and brimftone, Lee 
| us feare the finnes of Sogome, God 


is able to puniſh us in the 
ſame manner, 


(a) 
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punithmencs 
3. They were 
taken ca; c1ve. 
2. [ hey were 
burned with | 
fire here and 
7) hell, 
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EXAMPLE. 


O F 
ISAAC 


i ae re a hr ad 


Itherto of Abraham and thoſe that lived with 
him, now we come to Iſaac the ſonne of CA- |: 
braham, not of his body ſo much as of his 
Faith, for hee was the ſonne of the promiſe, 
the ſonne of the free woman, notof the bond- 
woman, which was borne as S. Pal ſaith, 
not by the fleſh, nor by a meecre naturall pow- 
er, but by promiſe, by vertue of rhat gratious 
promiſe which God had made with him, 

for this was a word of promiſe at that time, 7 wil! come and Sarah 
all have a ſonne, and in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeede bee called, and wee 

bretheren (ſaith the Apoſtle) as Iſaac are ſonnes of promiſe. Now | 
Iſaac ſignifieth laughter, or, hee hath laughed, or, fhall laugh, a 
name given to him by God himſelfe, upon occafion of his Fathers | 
laughter when he heard the promiſe, not out of unbelecfe as Sarab 
once laughed, but out ofthe joy which he conceived from the 
aſſured hope which hee had of the performance of the promiſe, 
and becauſe God filled both ,{Hbrahamand Sarah with gladneſſc and 
laughter ar his birth, when they were both olde, and incourſe of na- 
eure were now paſt all poſſibility of having children. Fa 
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Gol.z.8. the ſonnes of men, for it is ſaid, i himſhall all the nations of the earth be 


The Example of GCuar. 21,&Ce; 


| Concerning 1/aac, we muſt ſhew his birth, life and death. For his 
birth: he was borne in the hundreth yecre of his Father, and the go. 
of his mother. His Bather was CA#rahar, his Mother Sarah, bath | 
2s good as dead, but by faith they received ſtrength to have a Sonne | 
| at that age. For Faith will make a barren body fruitful, and alſo | 
a barren heart. In in hislife conſider, Firſt, his Virtucs and goodnefle. 
Secondly, his faults and weakeneſſes. Thirdly, his proſperity and be- 
nefits, Laſtly, his afMicions and croſſes. 

His Vertues | For his Virtues in generall, he was a true godly man, and was en- 
rowards God. , Jned with Faith, without which no man can pleaſe God. This Faith | 


His Birth. 


Heba11,20. | Tſaac bleſſed Tacob and Eſau as concerning things t0 cole. This vertie of | 
'Faith is that by which a man beleeverh God in all thar he ſpeaketh 
(barely by vertue of his truth and indecciveable authority, And as 
ir apprehendeth the truth of all Gods word, ſo particularly the truth 
of his promiſes, and by name, that grear promiſc of remiſſion of 
finnes, and ſalvation for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt therrue Mefith and 
promiſed ſeede, in whom all fpirituall bleſſings are conferred upon 


bleſſed. 

Feder your ſelves therefore Bretheren, whether you alſo have 
this ſame vertue of Fairh,in your hearts, belceving all that God ſpea- | 
keth to you becauſe he ſpeaketh it, and ſpecially all his promiſes, | 
and by name, that principall promiſe of grace and falvation by Chriſt, 
for Without this Faith you cannot be the children of God. Tf you ! 
have it not, you are ſtrangers from God and from the covenant of 
grace. If you have it, you are his ſonnes and daughters, juſtified | 
before him, and accepted in his fighr, through him the Beloved in | 
whom the Father is well pleaſed. And therefore labour to get ir, | 
and to grow init more and more, that it may exczedingly abound in | 
you, as S.Paul faith it did in the Theſſalonians, But beware you de- ; 
|ceive not your ſelves in a bare canceite of Faith, ſaying you be. 
leeve, when indeed you doe not ſo, but let your Faith be a wor- 
king Faith, approoving it ſclfe by love and by obcdience, that ſo 
you may indeed be the children of A&raham,and children of promiſe 
as Iſaac was, and if you can thus approove your Faith, then rejoyce 
initabove altthings, knowing that you are rich in Faith, though you 
| want all outward things, for he that hath Faith hath God to bee 
| his, andrhat is ſufficientto make him happy in the abſence of all other 
things, 

Moe particularly 1/aacs Faith ſhewed it ſelfe by many excellent 


to be offered on the Altar by his Father according to Gods' com- 
mandement, not making any reſiſtance, becauſe his Father made 
{it manifeſt unto him, chat God had given him a commandement 
| ſo ro offer him, Hard it'is to ſay, whether the obedience of £A- 
braham in being willing to offer his ſonne, or of 7/aac in ycelding up 


{: Hs Fas» {the Author to the Hebrewes taketh notice of inhim, ſaying, By Faith j 


effects in regard of God. For firſt, he ſubmitted himſelfe to Gad, | 


—— 


DA eat. 4 


FA  bhim- 


Ul 


; 


| ther being old, or have got -himſelfe free by flight from him, but 


| God better then his life, and he that hateth not his owne life in 


Gs x. fo 7 Ian. Cvravrn,&c.' 


himſelfe to be offered wete greater, for a man doth likely love his 
life as well: as he loveth*his childe. Now Abraham ſubdued his 
love of his ſonne unto God, and-7ſaac ſubdued the love ofhis lifers 
God, both notable patternes of fincere obedience : This cxample 
you reade in Ger.22.9. when cAbraham and I dane torhe place 
which God had appointed, Abraham built an Altar, laioy the woode, 


| and ftretched forth his hand and tooke the knife to ſlay his ſonne. Tſaac 


at that time was of ſuch an age, that he might have reſiited his Fa- 


' he gave up himſelfe into his Fathers bands, or rather into Gods 
hand, and yeelded his throate to the ſtroake of the ſacrificing knife. 
Hereby it is apparent, that he began to feare God betime, in that he 
would not withhold himſelfe from God, as his Father did not wirh- 
hold his fonne. 

O that we could approve our Faith by the like effects of ir, even 
by a willing yeelding of our/lives ro him when he doth call for them, 
and not refuſe to dic if he ſhould-call us unto it for his commande- 
ments ſake.” God is the author and Lord of our lives, and nothing 
is more agreeable to reaſon, then that we ſhould be content to give 
las life and all into his hands, from whom we have received life and 
all things. And ſurely in this caſe it fhall be proved true, which 
our Lord Jeſus telleth inthe Goſpell, whoſoever will looſe his life ſhall 
ſave it. As 1ſaac was partaker of that great blefling wherewith the 
Lord rewarded Abraham for his obedience in offering of his ſonne, 
ſaying, in bleſiing I will bleſſe thee, and in multiplying I will multiply 
thee. Neither Father nor ſonne you ſee were looſers, by yeelding 
upthe one his fonne, the other his life intothe hands of God, But 
cantrarily, hee that will ſave his life ſhall undenbtedly loofe his life, for 
he muſt neceſlarily die at ſome other rime as all other men, and then 
his ſoule:ſhall be loſt together with his life, becauſe he loved nor 


compariſon of God, ſhall notbe counted worthy oft him. 

Let us therefore ſee thar our ſoules be ſo thoroughly ſubjeted unto 
God, if ever we deſire to be counted the ſecede of Abraham and the 
brothers of 1/aac. But oh how farre ſhort do very many of us come 
of this obedience ? for how ſhould any man beleeve that we would 
readily part with our lives for God, which will not part with honour 


| Or goods, or pleaſure, yea any of our ſinnes at his commandement.: 
' You be not 1ſaacs, if you cannot be content to give up your livesto 


| obedientto dearth. 


God,how much lefſeif you ſtand with him for other matrers farre leſſe 


then life. 
This is the firſt part of 1ſaacs goodneſſe to God-ward, he became 


Secondly, hewas deyoute and religious, giventoall holy exerciſes, 
by name, to meditation and prayer, principall exerciſes of piety and 
religious ſervices of God, for ſo it is noted, Gen.26.25. Hee builded 
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an altar there, and called on the name of the Lord, Loc here he wor- 
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| Piul, 4.6. 


Ct... 


Heb, 13.10. 


Heb.z3.16, 


Phil. 4.18, 


3.Ke prayed 
to God for all od » 
good chings. | ſo it isnoted, Gen.25.21. that Tſaac intreated the Lord for Rebeccah his 


— 


45 ſhipped God publikely by facrifices 2nd prayers, and chough ie be | 
| time as I remember, yer: this once naming of his piety is ſexdowne, 


| it, therefore he could ſay, Whereis the lambe ? 


1and pleaſing to God. If a man retire himſclfe, and conſidering the 


[redemption wrought by Chriſt, this alſo doth give a ſweete odour 


not mentioned, that he offered or prayed beforean Altar at any other 
to ſignifie his conſtant care in this duty : his Father brought him upin 


Indeed, the Lord hath aboliſhed ſuch kinde of Altars, and ſuch 
kinde of ſacrifices now fince the comming of Jeſus Chriſt into the 
world, and offering himſelfe once for all as a propitiatory ſacrifice 
to take away the finnes of the world, but yet now alſo we have an} 
Altar, whereof they have no right to cate that partake of thoſe ſa- 
crifices. Chriſt Jeſus is our Alrar, who ſanftificth all thoſe ſervices 
which we offer up unto God by him; and our ſacrifices are ſpirituall 
acrifices, acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt, The offering of a 
contrite and broken heart God doth mnch elteeme, the offcring of 
praiſes and prayers, the calves of our lips done unto God inthe name 
of Chriſt, are very pleaſing unto him; the preſenting of qur ſelyes, 
ſoules and bodies ro him, 1s exceeding delightfull, yea with doing 
of good and diſtributing as with ſacrifices, God is greatly contented, 
as S.Pawul ſaith, theſe. arc an odour of ſweete ſavour, a ſacrifice acceptable 


death of Chriſt for finne, doe humbly preſent himſelfe before God, 
confeſling his finnes, and judging himſelfe for them, and labour to 
lament them with hearty gricte before God, as cauſes of the death 
of his fonne, this is a gratcfull ſacrifice. If hee praiſe God in the 
Name of Chriſt as for all other benefits, ſo for the great blefling of 


unto God; if he cyen conſecrate himſelfe to God, reſolving to walke 
before him in all upright obedience, praying for the Spirit of God 
to ſanRify him, thart in all things he may pleaſe God, no Bullecke 
.or Ram can pleaſe the Lord ſo well: It he ſetapart ſome portion of 
his wealth ro God, and give it to releceve the neceſſities of the Saints, 
this is very ſweete incenſe, ſo that hee truſt nor. in the merit of the 
\worke, as if it could deſerve any thing for the worthinefle of ir, but 
truſt alone in Chriſt for the acceptation of himſclfe and it, and all his 
ſervices. © Would you confirme to.your owne coniciences that you 


be true Iſaacs? Aske your ſelves then, doe you offer theſe burnt of- 
ferings, if not, you be not as 7/aac, childeren of the promilſe,if yea,you 
may aflure your ſoules that you be. O then ſtudy to. abound in theſe 
ſervices. 


. Againe, it is noted that he called on the Name of God there, and 


wife, becauſe. ſhee was barren. . Hee prayed conſtantly to God for a 
childe, inthis alſo teſtifying his religiouſneſſe and his Faith. So wee 
mult be carefull to pray raGod for allgood things we needs, for chil- 
deren if werwant them, 'for good fucceile in our callings, and whatfo- 
everele we necedeordefire.”: For God isthe giver of all good things, | 
ard&hath commanded us i: lÞ things. ts mak&. cur requeſts knowne unts 
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him, and biddenus, to pray continually and in all things give thankes, ſo 
we arebound to pray as much as 1ſaac. Therefore thole that are care- 
leſle of worſhipping God inthis duty according to thar deſcription of 
a wicked man written by David in the fourteenth Pſalme, they call not 
0n the name of God, are not ſurely the children of God as was Tſaac, bur | 
the children of Satan rather, for the Spirir of God isa Spirit ot prayer, 
and a man carelefle of praying to God doth not truſt in God bat in him- 
ſelte, doth not acknowledge his providence nor live by faithin him. 
Let mee quicken you tothis duty, follow Tfaac, call onthe name of 
God, intreate God for your ſelves, your wives, your children, the 
Church, the Common-weale, all Saints. I ſay, recommend all per- 

ſons and all things to God by fervent prayer, that he may give you his 
blefling and all things may be ſanQtified to you; doe this duty daily 
and conſtantly. We muſtattaine ſprituall ſtreagrh every day, from the 
workes of the day by daily prayer, as we attaine naturall ſtrength daily 
by the foode of the day. Pray well and live well, pray ill and liveill. 
By this we havefcllowſhip with God, by this we become acquainted 
with him,and make him as it were acquainted withus: by this weare 


madelikeunto- himand draw grace from him, and are more 2nd more 
tranſlated into his image. O reſolveto be canſtant in this ſervice, and 
lctnotemptation of Satan drive you from it, or interrupt you in it, let 
no backwardneſle ofthe fleſh cauſe you.to omit it, butdoe it fo well as 
you be able,and whatſoever objections ariſe breake thorough the ſame, 
andtell yourſelves, I will doe it, heard or not heard, accepted or not, 
accepted, whatſoeverT be, what ſins ſoever I ſhall have, I will conti- 
nueto call on the name'of the Lord, I will doe my duty let me ſpeede 
as pleaſcth the Lord. | | 

Againe, it is noted of 1/aac, Gen.2463. that he, went out intothe field 
to meditatein the evening. This alfois an cxcelleneſerviceof God, wee 
are commanded to meditate on Gods Law continually,and to meditate 
on all his wondrous workes. For the circumſtances oftime,place,man- 


muſt be done. We muſt meditate,we muſt exerciſe our ſelves inthe ſeri- 
ous confiderationsof Gods Word and workes, that-wee may raiſe our 
ſelves to a fuller knowledge of them, and cauſe our wills and affe&ions 
to be more ſubject unto our knowledge. Meditation is that which ma- 
keth all truths profitable ro us, without this our knowledge will be but 
ſpeculative and talking, *twill not be practicall and effectuall without 


ner, every manis left to his owne choice, but the ſubſtance of the duty | 


4.He medita- 
ted, 
Gen, 24.63. 


this,we ſhall finde no more benefit by our knowledge then by meate 
undigeſted, that cannot yeeld good nouriſhment to the body. This 
muſt increaſe our knowledgeandimproove it, this'muſt bring ir downe 
from the head unto the heart, and ſo intothe life, Conſider what I ſay, 


2 Tim,2-7. 


ſairh S. Paul to Timothy, and in other places, hee that will a linle with- 
draw himſelfe from all other bufincſſes, and give himſelfero muſe of 
holythings, and rake notice oftherruth and certainety of themand ſo 
confirme his faith inthem,andthen labour with himſelfeto be affeQed 
| with them.and draw from them firme and ftable reſolutions for the well 


| 
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| fingto zacob,ſaying,che elder ſhall ſerve the younger, 2nd thathe had care- | 


ordcring of his life, ſhall finde more progrefle in-one monethin the life! 
of godlinefſe, then he that without meditating doth barely reade and/| 
heare for many yeares together, you muſt cover the ſpiritual ſeede with 
earth, you muſt binde the Word to the tables of your hearss, you muſt 
hide the Word in your hearts. If you be {lacke and carelefle of this 
duty, your growth in grace will proove exceeding ſlender; Imitate 
Iſaac in this ſervice, I know not how a man ſhould come to any ſted- 
faſt knowledege of his ſincerity,it he be not one that meditarerh on Gods 
Law. 

' So many as arc guilty of utter omitting this duty, let them bewaile 
and confeſſexthis finne of omiſſion, and now learne all that would build 
upthemſclves in godljneſſe, to be conſtantin it: Be not diſcouraged | 
at your imperfections and manifold diſtrations,and grear averſeneſle, | 
All things ofthis nature are moſt difficult at the firtt, who reades well ar " 
the firſt goingto ſchoole « who writes wellat the firſt ſetting of pento 
paper. lr is exerciſe that muſt perfe& our abiliriesin all ſuch things,be- 
ginand.continue, and benot out of heart tor failings, which the Lord 
will caſily and gratiouſly paſſe by, and you ſhall tinde the thing more 
and morecafie and more and more comfortable. 
| Another particularthing in 1ſaac was, thar he was one which feared 

| God, his heart ſtood 1naweot God, he durſt not offend nor crofle him, 
| nor oppoſe himſelfeunto his good pleaſure. So it is noted,Gen.27.33, | 
.that when he had unwittingly bleſſed Iacob, and Eſav came in after him, 
he feared exceedingly, and would not reverſe that bleſſing, bur ſaid, 7 
| have bleſſed him and he ſhall be bleſſed; and therefore, Gen.3n.5 3. Jacob 
{\weareth by the /eareof bis Father Tſaac, thatis,thar God whom his Fa- | 
[ther feared, as in his whole life, ſo eſpecially at that time when he had 
'newly bleſſed him, 1/aac calling to minde that God had given the ble(- 
f 


| lefly and fondly gone about ro transferre the blefling to Eſar,out of his | 
carmall indulgenceunto him becauſe he was the elder, was much afraid 
[to think whatafin he had committed againſt God,and ſo was reſtrained 
from being bold to perfiſt ihrhat carnall purpoſc,but ſubmitting bis will 
|to Gods, he ratifies that bleffing, which he had ignorantly pronounced, 
therefore it is ſaid, Heb. 11.20. that by faith he bleſſed Eſau and Jacob |} 
| x concerning things to come. It was faiththat wrought this feare in him, } 
[and made him reſolute inthe blefling given to 7acob : the ſtory of this 
' feare you ſee, Gen.27.33. he tremebled exceedingly. | 
| Soitis a good thing to have ſuch an high and reverent eſtecme of | 
| Gods greatneſle, as to make us even tremble very much,when we per- 
 ceive wee have offended him in going abour to doe things contrary 
, tohis will, as 1ſaac had in attempting to bleſſe Eſau, which now hee 
| bethought himſclte of, when God had unwittingly directed the bleſ- | 
' fipg to Jacob which himſclfe intended to miſplace. This is a proofe of 
a ſofrand render heartzand of an heart uprightly diſpoſed to ſerve God. | 
; It isa fruit of a good conſcience, to-check us for fin and ftirre up feare 

'1n us when we have done amiſle, fo as to ſtop us from proceeding 

/1n our ſinnes. | | Demand) 
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Demand of your ſelves, have you this fearc in your hearts, if you 
havenot, where is any other grace, forit is the beginning of wiſdome, 
and withour it no grace can grow, nocorruption can be truly ſubdued. 
If you have ir, bethankful) for it, and labour to grow init, andto ſer ir 
on worke more and more, particularly as juſt occaſion is miniſtred, If} 
you have ſinned, if you be about to finne, labour to feare, and fo to ful- 
filland worke out your ſalvation in feare and trembling. The Lord our 
God # 4 great God and a conſuming fire, and-if we finde our ſelves 
to haveinany kinde offended him, our hearts ſhould even quake to 
thinke of his diſpleaſure, till ir have made us fall downe before him,and 
renew our repentance and ſeek our for a pardon. Bur he that hath a bold 
audatious feareleſle heart, that when he hath done vill, feeleth no ſtir- | 
ring of feare, noawe, no dread, ſees no danger orperill in the ſinne, 
perhaps abuſing the promiſeto make himſelfe bold, ſurely cannot ſay, 
that he ſanCtifieth God in his heart and maketh him his dread and his 
feare, Strive therefore to get and ſtrive to nouriſh and exerciſe this 
feare in you, | 

The laſt thing to be noted in 7/aac, was his obedience to the Com- 
mandement of God given him by vifton,ſpoken of, Ger.26.5 the ſtory | 
runneth thus, there was in his daics a great famine in Canaan, CA brabam 


had gone downe to Egypt to ſojourne there in atime of dearth, for it \ 
ſeemes to have beene a place of more canſtant plemty then Canaan, 


Iſaac had in his minde ſome thoughts of imitating his Father, God | 


ſaw it not fir for him totravell thither, and therefore God appearedta, 
him inſome vifionand bad him notto deſcend into Egypt, buttro dwell 
or ſojourne in that land, *and promiſcth him a bleſſing ; accordingly 
Iſaac ftoppeth his journey, continues in Gerar, and gocthnot downe to 
Egypt. This was an aof true obedience, hee would not goe ro the 


place which God forbad himto go too, though it might ſceme to have| 


beene fitter for his profit and advantage atrhar time. 
Wealſo Brethren, muſt learne to dwell where God would haveus, 


of our habiration; yea we muſt - learne univerſail obedience, for if in 
point of habitation I muſt foilow God then inall other things beſides. 
See what God taith in his Word unto us (and that is now inſtcede of all 
viſions, therein now he maketh himſelfe to appeare unto us) doe ſuch 
orſuch athing, doenot ſuch cr ſuch athine, promiſing a blefling as 
alwaics he doth unto the obedient, We muſt not conſult with fleſh 
and bloud, noraske counſell of profit and pleaſure, but muſt refigne 
our ſelves to his Commandement, and inſtantly ſerabout the one and 
relinquiſh the other, Hethatis ſo diſpoſed,heis an 7/aac, let him take 
comfort, heis a true beleeverand agodly man, bur he that in ſuch caſe 


refuſethto obey, and will rather condeſcend to his carnall reaſon, argu- 
ing from lofle or commodity,danger or ſafety or the like, how can hee 
call himſelfe an obedient childe £ He that refuſcth the plaine direRi- 
ons of Gods Word for carthly reſpe&s, is not one of the race of Iſaac. 
He that cauſcth all ſuch reſpeRto ſtand bare unto Gods Commande- 
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| ment, and to give way 'unto it, his heart is upright with God, and he is 


_ | a holy manas was /ſaac. And ſo much for this good mans carriage to- 


ward, God. : ; . 
Looke now in what ſort he behaved himſclfe in regard of men, and 


in regard of his cftatc and the things of this life. For men, he had Pa- 


and his eftare. | rents, a Wife, Children, Neighbours. Sec his manner of living with 


| He was obedi./ 


ent to his Fa- 


; ther, 


1.In being 
ready to be 


' killed, 


Epheſ, 6,1. 


Pro. 30.7. 


| chem all. 


| Forhis Father, he was ro him a moſt dutifull ſonne, as is manifeſt in 


two things. 1. He yeelded himſelfe to him to be bound and killed, 


Indecd here was more obedicnceto God then to AH brahaw, and yet a 
grcat meaſure of obedience ro LA brahamalſo. He bare great ref pe@to 
his Father Abraham, inthat hee would be perſwaded by him that God 
had commanded him ſo ſtrange athing, he ſhewed himſclfe dutifullto 
God and his Father both, in being content to be killed by his Father at 
Gods appointment, Wi 

You ſee, how children ſhould yeeld totheir Parents in all things in 
[the Lord. It was extraordinary, that 7/a«c mult yecld to be flaine 
| when God would have it ſo, and had extraordinarily required it, And 
| in this particular without thelike warrant, (which will neyer beagaine 
| in all the world) mo childe ſhould yeeld to let his Father kill him, bur 


' well pleaſing to God, and this is juſt , 


|. BurF beſecch you repentof this finne, and prevent this judgement, 
/and now letall children be followers of 7ſaac, acknowlele 


ſhould flieaway and oppoſe himſelfe ſo farre as he might, without hur- 
ting and ſtriking his Father, yca orſo much as rayling at him, for theſe 
being things forbidden, a manſhould rather chooſe to diceven by the 
rage of his Father,then make bold to doethem. Butifin anextraordi- 
nary Commandement,obedicnce muſt be givento Parents in ſuchan 
extraordinary thing, then without doubt in every ordinary thing a Pa- 
rent muſt be obeyed in all things in the Lord,even though the corfiman- 
dement ſhould be ſo heavic as death it ſelfe would not be heavier. The 
Apoſtle hath ſaid, Obey your Parents in all things in the Lord, and the 


Where are you rebellious children 2 Whereare you ſtubborne and 
diſobedicnt daughters Come lay your ſelves in the ballance with 
Iſaac ; ſee how unlike him you be, he would yeeld to death, you will 
not yccld to leave thoſcthings which are forbidden you onely, be- 
cauſe they will procure you death, undoing, deſtruction. O you re- 
bels and wretches, youare farre erough from being 1ſaacs, You ſet 
lightby Father and Mother,and therefore againſt you ought all to take 
up a curſe and ratifie the ſame with Ame. Woe, wocunto you, un- 
dutifull children, who deale with your Parents as 1/rael dealt with | 
God, they have brought up and nouriſhed children which have rebel- 
led againſt them. God ſhall cut you off from the land of the living, 
his hand ſhall be againſt you todeſtroy you, and the Zagles of the wal- 
ley ſhall picke ont your beaſtly eyes, that are bold to deſpiſe, ſleighe 
and diſobey your Parents, and wilfully refuſe to obey their lawfull 


- 


commandements. | 
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rents authority, ſubmit ro: their lawfall commandements and crofle: 
your ſelves rather todearhthen be found nadurifull.- Doc'ie Ifap, the) 
great benefits you have received of them requircth it, you have yGit!] 
very being from them in your hild-hoods education;and the" Law of | 
. {God requircth the ſame of you, which requirerhy'all: reaſotable | 
[things, and you cannotclſe be faved at laſt, for he rhat obeyes net 
char Parent whom he ſecs daily, how ſhall he obey him whom hee ne- | 
ver ſaw? | | . Ws oy 
And all youdutifull children, be encouraged, praife God thathath} 
bound your hearts to reſpeR your Parents, and intreate him to continue | 
the ſame affetion in you ſtill, and know that the Lordwill bleſſe you | 
as he bleſſed 1ſaac, and will raiſe you good. Tacobs to requite your ſub-, 
miſfiveneſſe to your Abrahams. ST. C1 
Bur Iſaac ſubmitted himſclfe to his Father in anotherthing, eve 
when he was now growne to be about forty yeares of age, he gave | 
himſelfe overto his Father to be ruled by him in marriage,” he didrioy | 
ſer his affeions upon any woman withour his conſenr, nor draw away 
any womans aff-Qions, nor married any without the liking and privi 
of his Father,burrook he right and duecourſe, gave up himſclfetohip| 
Fathers authority and dire&ion, and therefore God-gave him agy6d'} 
Rebekah indeed, a comfortable wife and vertuous woman + £2110! 
Inthis therefore all children are bound alfo to imitate ins, Chiltfen | 
muſt rake their Parents counſell and direionin matter of tharriage;atid/ 
not beſtow themſelves wichourtheir good liking and conſent; thatthey? 
may have Gods blefſing attending them in their marrizpe; when they” 
honour ator.ce both God and their Parents, in obeyiag Gods Com-*| 
mandement and ſhewing due reſpe& unto' their Parems.'- So did even 
| Iſhmael though otherwiſe a wilde man, for it is ſaid of him, thar## 
Mother tooke him 4 wife So did 1acob afterwards, His 'Father bleſſed 
him an4 ſent him to Padan Aram 70 take him a wife of the daurhters of 
Laban hs Mothers brother. And when Sampſon ſaw awoman of Timnah 
that pleaſed him well. he ſpake to his Father and Mother to take the Maide 
for him, who went downe thither and made the match for bim. Indeed the 
Parents have more diſcretion and underſtanding then the children by 
reaſon of their age and experience, and therefore it is for thechildes 
ood to follow their advice. And to whom muſt the children goe for 
omfort and helpe in caſe that any croſſe befall them in marriage but 
onely to their Parents s of which comfort and helpe they deprive 
themſelves if they venture upon marriage without them : wee know 
thatthoſe God hath not joyned in marriage, whom he doth notynite 
in that cſtare, Now God hath made the Parents his Deputies inthis 
| behalfe, ſaying untothem,give your daughters in marriage and take fonmes 
for your danghters, and againe, you ſhall not give your daughters 10 thems 
tn marriage,nor take their ſounes to your daughters, Now how can it be 
 faid that God joyned them 2 if their Parents whom: hee hath made 
rulers over them in his ſteed do not joyne them, ſeeing immediately; | 
| hee doth joyne none in theſe our dates. Alſo the children are the 
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| of the. Parents: as a parc of their poſſeſſion, infomuch that they | 
axcalſotoibe fald to. pay their debrs. .'Wherefore as no bargaine Is 
 [frme inotherkindes of gopds without the conſent of thoſe that have | 
right ufito.thoſe;goods, ſoneither can this covenant be good withour-| 
theconſcne of Parents; which have as much right from Godin their; 


childrenas'in any.other of. their goods. - : 
 .Wherefote:thoſe fonnes anddaughtersare much to be blamed who | 
havenegleced this part of their duty ro their Parents, and have ſuffe-- 
req gheir blinde and ſtrong: paſſions ſo farre to tranſport them, thar | 
againſt their, Parents conſent and counſell they have beſtowed them. | 
ſelves in Matrimony, and ſo have tranſgreffed againſt the plaine com-' 
mandement of God. Such muſt heartily repent of their finne and 
humble themſelves before God with much ſorrow forthcir greatand. 
: | wilfull diſpbedience. Parents would nor have their children thus to | 
. | flight and diſhogourthem, yea they take it grievouſly and are much- 
| perplexed;with ſorrow for their children, in this caſe therefore chil- 
dren. ſhould. bee much grieved themſelves, if they have given. 
this, occafion of gricfe unto their Parents. To fatisfie mens owne | 
defires and affeRions withour regard to Gods ordinances, is a noto- 
riousdiſobedicnce and bringeth the guile of agrear offence upon the 
ſoulcs of them that have ſo offended, F So 
All you: that have marricd in this diſorderly manner, ſee thar 
youdoe unfaignedly repent of the finne before God, arid confefling | 
{the fault before him, ſecke'to prevent the. curſe that muſt elſe fall | 
upon you and your children aftcr you for ſo diſhonouring your Pa- | 
rents. | X 
| And you young men and women that be not yet married, ſee that | 
 |you binde your conſciences and reſolve. your willsto obey this com- | 
'mandement. Follow God in your Parents,and be notſorath and ſclfe-. | 
[willed as to crofſethem and follow your owne heads and paſſions. ' 
| | This dury will be eafie, if you looke carefully to your paiſions ar firſt | 
and ſuffer them notto be undiſcreetely fixed upon any perſon, untill 
.you have acquainted your Parents with your deſires, and crav'd their 
allowance and conſent. But if a man or maide doe inthrall themſelves 
and intangle others by a diſorderly placing of their affetions, then 
ſhall chey make this otherwiſe cafic duty hard and impoſliblero them: | 
ſelves. Keepe your ſelves therefore Maſters of your owne hearts and 
fell not away your liberty through an over-haſty ycelding of _ 
ſelves toyour unruly paſſions. Suffer not your mindesto be -drawne | 
| away by any meanes, but pray God to keepe your hearts in order. It | 
isafinfull loye as well as a finfull paſſion in any other kinde, which 
troubles an houſe and makes the children contrary to their Parergs, 
dto proovethe greateſt crofle that may be to them, to whom they | 
ought to have beecne the greateſt comfort. | | 
. Laſtly ſac fſhewes his due reſpe unto his Father, by joyning with | 
Iſhmael his brother in. burving his Father. for ſo it is ſaid, hrs ſonmes 
| Iſaac and Iſhmacl buried him 1s the cave of Machphelah. This isthe = 
| office - 
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office that childeren can performe, and they muſt ſhew their love 
and duty to them in the honourable performance of this laſt a&, as 
ro teſtifie their love to their Parents, ſo to declare their faithfull hope | 
of the reſurre&ion from the dead. For therefore are men with due 
| folemnities committed ro the boſome of the earth, becauſe they | 
expett their glorious rifing againe, and they thall not utterly periſh 
and fall as doe the bruite and unreaſonable creatures. | 

Now ſee 71ſaacs carriage towards his mother. There was no love | ;.He loved his 
loſt berwixr them, bur as Sarah did tenderly love Tſaac, ſo did he re- | Tother deare. 
quitc her love with love againe,as is manifeſted inhis ſorrowfull taking | 7 
\ of her death, though the lived with him to agreat age. For ſo it 1s 
written that after Rebekkab was brought unto him, and he was married 
unto her, Gen.24. #lt. Iſaac was comforted after his mothers death, in- 
timating, that even untill chen he was grieved for the loſle of her. 
[t is a fault therefore in childeren, overſoone to forgettheir dead mo- 
'thers, and to let their remembrance quickly to flip out of their 
mindes, how much more to be weary of their over-long lives, and 
tobeglad when the time comes thar rhey muit put them into the duſt, 
in reſpect of ſome paultrey gaine of money, of land that they ſhall 
poſſefle when the Father and mother is dead. All that defire thcir pa- 

| rents death for their goods ſake, which they ſhall enjoy after them, 
{and are glad when they ſhall change their parents for their goods, 
muſt needes be called wicked and ungrarefull childeren, See there- 
fore that you children love cyen your mothers heartily, moderately 
lamenting their death, that you may make it appeare, their life was 
nota burden unto you. 4 
| And ſo have we ſeene 7/aacs goodneſle towards his parents. Looke 
1 into his carriage towards his wife Rebeccah, and that alſo in two things 
mentioned in Scripture. % 

Firſt, it is ſaid, that hee loved ber, Gen.24.ult, This is a thing re- | 4-He loved his 
quired of all husbands, they muſt account themſelves and their Apron 
yoake-fcllowes but one fleſh, one body as S. Paul commands, yea Win 
'|they muſt love them not with an idle and meere verball love, but 
with ſuch a loveas they beare unto themſelves, that cauſeth them 
| to love and cheriſh themſelves, fo as above all things they muſt not 
| be bitter againſt them, as S. Paul informeth the Collofians. Indeed | col.z.1g. 
becauſe the Lord hath knit man and wife together inthe neereſt bond, 
caufing them to be bur one fleſh, therefore ſhould their loves be moſt 
terventand abundant. A man muſt therefore love his wite above all X 
other perſons, hee mmſt forſake father and mother and cleave unto his | Genaa24, 
wife, as Adam ſaid at firſt, yea in reſpe& of matrimoniall love, he 
muſt love her alone and none other bur her. 

Youtherefore that are husbands and have wives, come andanf{wer 
before God, how doe you love your wives £ how doe you cheriſh 
chem with all comfortable maintenance and;kindneſſes? how arc 
you carefull to ſhun all tartneſſe and bitrerneflſe 2 all froward peeviſh 
{words and geſtures, all diſcurtcous quarrellings with them, and | | 
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rating, revelling, and upbraiding tearmes. If your conſciences ac- 
cuſe you of unlovingneſſe and bitternefle, you are great ſinners be- 
3 3 fore God, and muſt apply to your ſelves thar of S.lohz, hee that loverh 
FE > | not his wife whom: bee ſecth daily, how jball he love God whom hee never 
| ſaw. Lay not the blame of your want of love upon your wives, in 
| reſpedt of their ill qualities and carriage, men love their childrens 
perſons above all other mens children, though they be neither fo 
perſonable nor well conditioned, and ſhould they not know. how 
[to doe the ſame alſo to their wives? No man is diſpenſed withall 
from doing his owne duty, becauſe of another perſons failing in his 
' duty, for we muſt doe our duty every one out of conſcience to Gods 
| Commandements, not alone becauſe of orher inducements. Ir is 
therefore a great offence in an husband, not to beare a tender and con- 
ſtant love unto his wife. 
; Andnow all you husbands profit by 7ſaacs example, and humbly 
. pray to God to frame. your hearts to the untaigned love of your 
| wives. © This is the way to make youlike comfortably and chaſtly, 
a man ſhall be happy if he enjoy what he loveth, and'love what he 
| muſt enjoy, They live with great peace .in themſelves, that for con- 
ſcience ſake to God have their {oules knit unto their wives, but hee, 
| whoſe affeRions are diſhoyned and divorced from his wife, doth live 
jin perpetuall vexation, becauſe-he hath not ſubjected his affections 
'to the commandement of God, and fixed his heart on her to whom 
| God would haveit united. And he that loverh not his wife honeſtly, 
is in perpetuall danger to bee caught with the unchaſt love 
of another woman, therfore Salon bids one, wander in the love 
Prov, 5. of his owne wife, for why ſaith hee ſhouldſt thou be taken with a ſtrange 
woman. | | | 
This duty therefore is very requiſite, and every good man muſt | 
heartily cric ro God to worke in his heart this vertuous affeRion to- 
wards his wife, that love may make him able to performe all other 
duties, without which he muſt needs be defteRtive inal) orher matrimo- 
| : niall offices, 
5. Heconten-| ,, Another thing very commendable in 7/azc towards his wife was 
aeotty no none this, that hee contented himſelfe with Rebekah alone, and did not 
© ſtakethat unlawfull liberty which yet the common cuſtome of thoſe 
times did make to feeme lawfull ro many otherwiſe godly men, of 
| having more wives then one, as had Abrahamthe Father of 7ſaac, and 
lacob his ſfanne. A man ſhould keepe himſelfe wholly to the wife 
of his youth, and nor divide himſclfe betwixt. two, remembring, 
that God at firſt made them male and female, and created but one for one, 
as AMalachie.2.15. noteth, though hee had abundance of ſpirit becauſe— 
| hee ſought a godly ſeede, yea hee ſaid, 4' man ſhall cleave to his wife- 
(not wives) and. they two, as our Saviour interprets it, ſhall bee one 
| fleſh, The-cuſtome of our times inforceth men to this duty, but it 1s 
' a fault when they doe it nor heartily, buc rather for cuftome then for 
conſcience; yea many that ſhame will not ſuffer to keepe more wives| 
| | then ' 
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then one, yet ſecretly give themſclves to other women, and fo vi-' 
olate their covenant of marriage, and defile themſelves with great, \ 


pollutions. OI 
Laſtly, Tſaac was ready to hearken to his wife Rebekahs counſell, | 6, He hearke- 

and when ſhe complained of Eſa wivesevill and froward behaviour, | pt, * 

telling how bitter her life would prove it 7aceb alſo ſhould bring in | countell, 

ſuch ill nurtured wives, he ſends him away according to her defire, | 

ito take awife in Padan-aram-: So ſhould every good man beready 

to hearken to his wives advice and counſel}, and to gratifie her in! 

thoſe things that are fir, not to croſlc and contradict her. This is a | 

part of due kindnefle to your wives,ſcethat youneglc@ irnottothe pro- | 

curing of mutuall and continuall diſcord betwixt you. | 

| So have weconfidered 1ſaacs good carriage towards God and his | 


/ 


p2rents, Father and mother, and towards his wife ; hee was a parent | 


hoth of them, and that out of Faith : for his bleſſing was nota bare | 7, Hee bleſles 

wiſhing and praying for a bleſſing upon them,. but a propherticall pre- | ap rom | 
dition of a bleſſing in Godsname, whercof if he had not received yuh me 
a promiſe from God, and alſo beleeved that promiſe, neither he nor : : 

his children would have made fo great account of it. All of us cannot 

bleſſe our children in this manner, for the gift of prophecie is wan- | 

| tirg unto us, bur all of us muſt in Faith blefſe our children, that is, | 

{ pray for a blefling at Gods hand. upon our ſeede as well as our ſelves, : 

Yea wee mult all apply our ſelves to the fincere obedience which | 

harh an ample promiſe of bleſfing annexed, and cannot failero pro- | 

cure a bleſſing, ſince God will nor faile to fulfill his word. Why is 

a propheticall bicfling of ſome valew 2 ſurely, becauſe it is a certaine | 
thing, as having its originall in Gods fidelity, who having ſaid it | 
ſhall be ſo, muſt either accompliſh it with his hand, or elſe falſifie 
| his word, which is impoſſible. Now it is as impoſſible, that God 
| ſhould negle& to keepe his promiſe as to fulfil] his prediRions ; 
; Wherefore ſceing all bleſſings are plentifully promiſed ro him thar 
| walketh before God uprightly and conſtantly, doe this O yee Fa- 
\thers, this is to blefſe your childeren in faith, bur if you follow your 


| owne heartsand leave the wayes of God, and goe forward in pathes 


of impiety and nnrighteouſneſſe, then doe you curſe your ſelves and 
\your children, and worſe then pronounce a curſe, even pull downea | 
\curſe upon your ſelves and them. | | 
Further, 7/aac did conferre the principall bleſſing upon 7acob to | 3: He conic 
whom God had given it, even that bleſſing which contayned in it, | pat b1cfling 
(the cauſing of Chriſt the promiſed ſeede ro come from his loynes, upon 2acob to 

the Church to continue in his poſterity, and ſpirituall benefits to | MP ©28 
belongro himand them. There was a time when 7/aac out of heede- | * 
leſſeneſle or forgerfulneſſe, or ſome other carnall conſideration, was 
minded to have ſerled this ſpeciall blefling upon Eſau, but being 
made to perceive that he had offended therein and gone againſt the 
will of God, he returned to a right courſe, and calling Tacob whom | 
L 2 he 


a 
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1 | he had unwittingly blefled betore thinking himto be Eſan, hee now | 
: | againe wittingly and willingly bleſſeth under his owne name and in 
+ | | | his owne perion. Parents have not now the beſtowing ofthis ſpi- | 
I! | riruall bleffing upon children as then I{axc had it miniſteriatly', bur 
1 | _ | all parents ſhould chietcly labourto interelt their children init. For 


; whar will itavaile to have the far of the carth and dew of Heaven, 
if wee goe without the favour of God in Chriſt? And when any 
Facher perceives that God hath vouchſated to any of thcir children |. | 
this ſpirituall bleſſing, in chat they be made carefull to ſerve, wor- s 
ſhip and obey him as 7acob did, rheſe muſt inherit their affections 
more plentifully then others oftheir children in whom ſuch grace is 
wanting. The image of God muſt over-rule our afte&tions, not carnall 
things,as atlength it did 7/aacs. 

Thus we have ſhewed what was good in Iſaac, in reſpc@ of thoſe 
that were of his owne family, . for wee reade nor of any ſpeciall 
point 1n his carriage to fervants. See now what a one hee was to 
his neighbours farther of. Firſt to Ab/mclech, then to the men of |- 
Gerar. 

For Abimelech, hee had wronged him in affirming his wife to be 
his ſiſter. A4b;melech by ſecing ſome familtar carriage betwixt them, 
was induced to be fully perſwaded that ſhe was his wite, and there- 
fore cals him, and begins to reprove him for it, 1/aac maketh no | 
defence at all for himſclte, bur by his ſilence acceptsthe reproofe, con- 
feſling his fault. 

He accepted | Ig is agood thing when we have done amiſle and are charged with 
Abimetechs re* it, atleaſt rorefraine our tongues from denying, detending, excuſing 
7] and the like, and ar leaſt by nor gaine-ſaying, to make it appeare 
that wee plcaſe not our ſelves ſtill in the ſame offence. Indeede a 
\ plaine acknowledging 1s the beſt of all, bur a nor gaine-ſaying, not 
— | ſhifting, not winding our by words is at leaſt necefiary. Ir were 
4 {a graceto a niimber, if they had a minde ſo willing to mend. 
| | that oa” mi2ht not have a tongue ready to ſpeake againſt a re- 
roofe, | 

| | y Burt further, Abimelech came to him after ro make a covenant with | 
| him, bringing alone his chicfe officer and ſpeciall favourite, Though | 
Abimelech had beene ſomewhat diſcourteous to Abraham before, and 
had chaſed him away from him, yet Iſaac is not lo farre leavencd 
with diſcontent as to reje&t Abimelechs motion, but having gently 
| minded him of thar unkindnefle, is yet ready to imbrace his offer 
| of amity. Why be nor wee all of alike mind in this matter 2 to 
| paſſe by unkindneſles quickly, and be never a whit the lefle forward 
' roany good office of love, becauſe we have mer with ſome very un- 
| loving paſſages from the ſame men before, Tris a fruite of wiſedome 
and charity to cover wrongs 2s from others by forbcaring to blaze 
' then abroad, ſo from ones ſelfe, by forbearing to call them to 
| minde, ſo as to be eſtranged from him that hath offered them, and 
| made leſfe forward to interchange amity with him afterwards. - 
2 


es SA; 5F i 
A 


| 
| 


— 


| 


_—w_—__—_— =—c=ﬀ 


k 


ye ere oe VEE Sos oe 


— Rt te rt ee en Wn = Dc<eeew@wewwx 


UMI 


_y 


Loraes net - nds dt 
-. _ 


|Gzn. | Tfaac. Crna P.2f, XC. 257 


hee hath little either love or humility or diſcretion, that knowes 
not how to keepe downe the thought of an injury, bur that it makes 
him ſtill averſe from offering or accepting curteſies from the authors | 
of it. | | : | 
Againe, Iſaac made Abimelech end his Eompany a feaſt. TItis | 10. He made 
fir to uſe good hoſpitality, and with liberall entertainement to re- | 4bimelech and 
| ceive thoſe that have occaſion to come unto us according torheir | pea 
i places, _ Abraham did this before, This degree of hoſpitality 
/ hath beene found in Heathens to their commendation ; bur the beft 
; hoſpitality is that, which entertaines the poore that are never likely 
| to be able to make amends. God will become pay-maſter of that 
coſt which the poore is not abletorequite. 9 

Againe, Iſaac had ſomething to doe with the men of Geyar, for 
]rhey contended with him- unjuſtly for divers Wells of water which 
his ſervants had digged, and hee patiently yeelds to them and 
| will not make a brawle of it. Ir behooveth us to ſhew the like | 
' moderation, and not tobe fierce in ſtriving againſt them which will 
| needs be unjuſt in ſtriving againſt us, 
| Now for 1ſaacs eftate, he was a good husband, dug Welles, fow- | ,, we was a 
{ed corne,- and ſo increaſed his eſtate through Gods bleſfing upon | good husband 
| his diligence, | | 

Good husbandry is athing commendable among all men aswell as 
{ pleafing ro God,it hath the promiſe of ſufficiency of maintenance an- 
nexed to it for incouragement. We mult every man with ſo much 
diligence and diſcretion order our cftare, that \wee may become ca- 
pable of abundance and may not deprive our ſelves of ſo comforta- 
ble athing as plenty is. Onely inour labour, let us looke that wee 
be moderate, that exceſſive laboming about earthly buſineſfes doe 
not induce ancgled of thoſe things that concerne a better life, let 
your chiefe care be for Heavenly things, and yet negle& nor theſe 
temporary in their places : but hee that through unthriftineſfe un- 
does or hinders himſelte, how can we conceive that he ſhall be wiſe 
enough to ſecke ſpirituall things, that hath no wit to get tem- 

orall e 

F Againe, when Iſaac digged a Well, for which arlength the Phi- | :2.He made » 
liſtines contended not with him, hee called the name of it Rehoboth, | (piricval! uſe 


% 


: | Det 
and faid, now the Lord hath made roome for us and wee ſhall increaſ2_» _ yeom: 


in the earth, Gen.26.22. taking notice of Gods goodneſle, in the 
quiet enjoyment of that benefit, and by fairh- perſwading bimſelfe 
of Gods bleſſing upon him, and fo not carnally but ſpiritually re- 


joycing in the remporall benefie. 
| Ah tha: wee could make toour ſelves a ſpiricuall uſe of carthly 


commodities as 1ſaac, to {ce God in them with thankefullnefle, and 
to learne to depend upop him for proſperity and not upon our owne 
indeavours; and in particular, that if God grant us quietnefſe, and 
reſtraine men from contending and quarrelling with us, ſo that wee 


have peace inour houſes, we could then give praiſe to him, and take | 
| & 2 .comfort * 
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1.He forgat 
the Word of 


| God, 


GEN. 


| ſeeke to God to know the matter) as alſo what anſwer ſhee recci- 


The Example of Cuar.21,&c.| 


comfort in him and repoſe our confidence in him. The fight of | 
Godin outward things'is infinitcly more comfortable,then thethings 


- themſelves how grear ſoever they be. | 


And thus much of 1ſaes vertues; ſome faults he had roo which | 
wee muſt looke ypon tb reforme in our ſelves, not to imitate, for 
it is a childiſh folly to follow after thoſe that goe before us, 
though they runne thorough puddles : Tſaucs faults were ſome in 
reſpeR of Gad, ſome in reſpe@ of man, viz. his ſonnes and A 6:- 
welech,afid ſame in reſpec of himſclfe, 

As for God, he ſinned ſurely, in forgetting himſelfe ſo farre as to 
reſolve in his minde to blefſſe his ſonne Eſav, whereas God had ſaid, | 
the elder ſhall ſerve the younger, He ſhould have beene mindfull of 
that propheticall anſwer,, which was given concerning thoſe two | 
ſonnes, even when they 'ſtrove in their Mothers wombes : unleſſe 
wee ſhall ſay, that the whole paſſage was fo carried as it was con- | 
cealed from 7ſaae: but that is nothing probable, it can hardly 
be conceived that Rebekah would not acquaint her husband, both 
that ſhee felt ſo ſtrange a ſtriving in her wombe, (which made her 


ved from God. Taking that for granted which is ſo'probable, that 
there is no reaſon to doubt of it, I ſay wee may note a fault in 
good Iſac, yea good old Iſaac, hee forgate the Word of God' 
which had beene ſpoken ſome yeares before , and that ſo ut- 
wy as hee determined to have croſſed ir and gone dircfly a- 
gainſt it, 

| It is afault from whichthe beſt menalive are not exempted, even | 
ſo to forget Gods Word, as to be ready owt of forgetfullneſſe to 
tranſgreſſe ir. This forgettullneſſe ariſeth many times from heede- 
leſneſſe, and many times from continuance and length of time, 
and ſometimes from very ſtrength of paſſion and diſtemper, which 
doth caſt out the remembrance of good things from the minde. 
David and all the Prieſts had forgotten that which at leaſt ſome 
|of them had read concerning the not carting of Gods Arke, but 
carrying it upon the Prieſts ſhoulders, Tacos after had little lefle 
then forgate the vow hee made unto God in his affliftion. I pray 
you take heed of ſuch forgetfullneſſe, meditate often that you may 
remember ſeaſonably, pray God to write his Lawes in your hearts, 
and to make his holy Spirit to become your remembrancer, that 
your knowledge be not made unprofitable through forgerfullneſle, 
for that which is not ficly called to minde is in a manner as if it 
were not. And if you meete with ſuch a weakeneſle as this in 
your ſelves, looke that you be duely abaſed in the fight of it, but | 
be not out of heart as if you were deſtitute of all grace, becauſe |- 
you are imperfe& in it, but take comfort to ſecke and hope for 
pardon upon-your humble confeffion, when the Lord pleaſeth to 
put you in remembrance againe, If Peter had remembred Chriſts 
words before, hee might perhaps have eſcaped his great finne of 


denying : 
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| for his companions; ſo ſhould every man make godlinefle the rule 


|twice upon the ſame occaſion that is here mentioned ; So it be- 
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denying his Maſter, but hee remembred 'it after tro make him 
weepe bitterly. It were a comfortable thing to call to minde thoſe | 
pens that ſhould preſerve us from finne ſo timely, that we might | 
be ſo preſerved by them. Bur if wee have done otherwiſe, it be- | 
hooveth us to putour ſelves in minde of them after to worke Sodly | | 
ſorrow, and then. turning to God wee muſt not fuff:r our ſelves 
to doubr, | but that hee will ing ca ACCEPT us. 


Now 1ſaac offended ſomething-agaſpi# men, In reſpedt of his| > Hee loved 
two ſonnes, at firſt he loved Eſau bettehthen Txcob and thar for car- | #/# better | 
nall rcſpeas, becauſe Eſau by his hunting ſupplied him wirh ſuch eames | 
kinde of meate as was contentful! to him. Ir was without doubt a] rc(pects, 
| weakeneſſe in him and deſerverh raxins, Should Tfazc beare fa- 
| your to agracelefſe ſonne for veniſons ſake, rather then to a godly 
| ſonne for vertue ſake £ Should our paſſions, fancies, appetites car- 
'rie us away and over-rule our aftetions. Surely as David withed 


| thoſe that teared God to come unto him, and he would chooſethem 


| of his afte@ions, ſo 3s when other things be 'even to give piety the 
| preheminence, and cauſe godlineſle to caſt the ſcale as ir were. It 
1s a fault in any man to love a worſe childg above a better for any | 
finiſter reſpe&t, Avraham loved not 1{hmect above Iſaac, to pre- 
; vent that it may be thought, that God commanded 1/hmael to be 
caſt <aut, that hee might not be rhought -a meere perſon ar leaſt ro 
partake with 7ſaac in his inheritance. And as to be carried away 
in our affeions to children (by affeting them moſt that deſerve it 
leaſt) in carnall reſpes is a ſinne, ſo likewiſe cowards other per- 
ſons alſo, ſervants, neighbours or any other. Therefore hee that 
hath done ſo or findes himſelfe ſo inclined, muſt be hambled in his 
| folly and labour ar Jaft to reifie his love, as wee ſhew'd you be- : 
fore, thar Iſaac did when God diſcovered his weakenefle to | 
him. 
Now in reſpe& of Abimelech, Tſaac offended by lying out of | 3- He did lie 


out of feara. 


'feare, when the men of Gerar began to queſtion with. him abour 
| his wife, he began to ſuſpe&, thar they meant no good .in ſuch | 
inquirie, and fearing ſome ill uſage from them if hee ſhould have 
profeſſed himfelfe her husband, helped the matter with a ſudden 
lic, and faid ſhee was his Siſter, Ger.26.7. you ſee hee inheriteth 
here his Fathers carnall feare, and carnall ſhifr, of lying to prevent 
the evill feared, Here wee have two plaine faults, his inmoderate 
feare, and his lying to helpe himſclfe at a pinch ; to be afraid of 
death ſo that there appeare ſome likelihood that it will come up- 
on us ſuddenly and violently,we ſuffer our ſelves to be drawne into 
finne for the eſcaping of it, is afin and ſuch afin it is, as hath often 
diſcovered it ſelfe in good 'men. Wee noted it in CAbrabam 


fell David, when hee came firſt to CAchiſh King of Gath, ſo to 
Peter and others. The inordinateneſle of the feare of death arifeth 
Z 4 from 
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| from weakeneſſe of faith, both in thar aman doth not fo ſedfaſtly 
| rely upon God for defence and fateguard of life, as alſo for falva- 

tion of his foule after death, or "becauſe hee is not ſo well verſed : 
in the meditations of death and Heaven, as to become ſufficiently | | 
heavenly-minded. For if wee did fully perſwade our felves that 
God would ftand by us inperill, thathee would be our ſhield and 
| buckler, then it would befall us according to that of David, The 
Plal.118.6, | Tord is 0n my fide, 1 will not feare what man can doe wpto mee; but 
| in the beſt this confidence is often weakened, and they are taken 
anprovided through the ſuddennefle of the danger, or the like oc- 
cafion, ' or it is likely that the foule which ſo feareth death, as by 
finne ro ſhun the ſame, dothnot fo thoroughly affure ir ſelfe of fal- 
vation, or hath not fo clearely aad fully apprehended the excc]- 
lency of ſalvation; for doubtteſic death would be welcometo him | 
rather then terrible, thar did apprehend ir as a darke entrie leading 
ro the glorious palace of glory, and had well confidered of the great- | 
neffe of thar glory. | 
I befeech you take paines to hetpe your felves againft the feare 
of death, andto worke in your hearts fo truly couragious aremper, 
that though it ſhould preſent it {c}fe tro you naked and without dif- ; 
| guife, and that {uddenly, and that in ſhew unpreventably, yet you 
| | might be ſo conſtant and fo fetied as not to betake your ſelves unto 
| arp finfull meanes of cfcape, bur rather chooſe to dic then to finne 
againſt God, as knowing death to be no great matter, but finne to 
/ be an hatefull thing and worſe by farre then death. And how 
BEES ſhould rhis undaunted and fpiritnall fortitude be attained but by 
converſing with death often in your thoughts? ſo as to ger ſome 
d aſſurance, thar it ſhall nor be able to carry you to the re- 

| gionof darknefle to crernalt death, bur alone to let you our of this 
| dungeon into a roome farre more lightſome and blisfall, He that 
|rthinkes much of death, fo as to make himſclfe carefull by frequent 
| renewing of his cc and amendment of his life, to ger his 
| falvation aſſured to himſelfe, ſhall ar laſt be happily armed againſt 
the feare of death, and ſhall be made ſo reſolute as ro chooſe ra- | 
ther to die then ſinne. 
Againe, if you finde ſo much weakeneſlſe in any of Gods Saints 
with whom you live, as you finde recorded in the ftory of Iſaac, 
I pray you be no harſher to them then you be to him. Tell mee 
what thinke you of Tſazc? was hee agodly man or not? if you 
ſay no, you contradift the Scripture, if you ſay yea, then you 
muſt learne not ro deny to another the name of a good man, be- | 
| cauſe you meete with the like diſorders in him thar are here-noted | 
in Iſasc, if hee feare too much, if hee hath uſed ſome ſinfull | 
meanes to eſcape death or other danger. Nay a man ought not to , 

| deny himſelfe the name of a man truly fanQified, becauſe hee Z 
| findeth the ſame imperfefions in himſelfe. To call in queſtion 
|ones being ſanRified in- reſpe&t of the hanging on of ſuch weake- 
neſles, 
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i nefles, is to nip-and diſcourage the worke of grace, and to hin! 

der the growth of it no lefle then a;cold froſt doth hinder. fruir s| 0 
| 
[ 


— — — 
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from growing. - 
i But 1ſaac telleth a manifeſt lie. Lying is a finne, and the lying 
j  |omgue will bring deſtruction, but to bee fo tranſported with ſome | 
! preſent paſſion, as to be thruſt into the mire of lying is ſuch athing | 
as may befall a godly man. Come and take heede, that youdoe | 
not imbolden your felves to lie by abuſing this and the like Exam- | 
ples, bur rather reſolve and pray againſt it,as knowing in how much 
danger you fiand of falling into it. For though to bee over-raken 
with this ſinne in haſt, doe not diſproove the truth of ſanRityz yer. 
ro be alicr (one that makes account that this is ſo ſmall an offence, | 
[ { that hee will not be ſo preciſe as ro forbeare to helpe himſelte by 
| it if need be) this is a proofe of a man that hath not yet garten' 
any fſan&ity. Lying is afinne ſo plaine, thar ſcarce is it poſſible to } 
| be ignorant of it, but through wilfullnefſe, becauſe a man refuſcth | 
| to be willing to know that faulc which hce is not willing to leave. 
For no man can chooſe but blame ir in another, and therefore his 
inward foule doth plainely tell him that it is alſo naught in himſelfe. | 
| 'Nany to live purpoſely in a knowne finne, r-ſolving chat hee muſt | 
Land will doe it if occation ſerve, this'is to be a worker of iniquity. | 
Remember therefore the word of S. Parl, Put away lying ſerinz you Epheſ.q.25, 
have put off the old man, intimating that hee hath not cait off any | 
part of the old man, that hath not throwne away this rag of ir. 
Lying will breed boldnefle to finne, hard-heartednefle in it, impu- 
dency after it, Therefore you muſt determinately conclude with 
your ſelves, to put away* lying and ſpeake the truth one to and- 
_ In theſe two things Tſaac finned againſt G O D and him- 
elfe. £ | 
But his finne againſt Mhimelech was, in that hee was like to | 4.He ſcandali | 

have drawne him occaſionally into a great finne , hee did that | *<4 Abimelecb.| 
which might cafily have hazarded him to thinke of making Rebekah 
| his wife, that is, of committing adultery. Iris a finne to become 
| a ſtumbling blocke ro anorher by doing that which may make him 
| | bold to doe athing thar is finfull , as _Abimelech complained to 
Abraham and alſo to Iſaac ; take heede that you become nor ſtum- | | 
(bling blockes in a more palpable faſhion, by inticing, perſwading, 
'cxhorting, giving evil] example or the like. | Be carcfull not to 
| partake with other mens finnes, and if you can call ro minde any | 
| thing done by your ſelves in the like nature, wiz. ſuch an a& as 
| { might have pulled another to wickedneſſe, though the ill effe& 
| | have not followed, yet you muſt repent of your uncharitablencſle 
and raſhneſſe herein. | 
; | Another fault of 7/aacs is this, thathe had too great reſpe@togood | ; yy. 10yeg 
7 fare, he loved his tooth and palare alittletoo much, he was an aged | good fare too 
man and hee gave himſelfe alittle more then 'enough to ſavoury |=. 
| Meat, and his love to good fare carried him ſo\farre awry in his | | 
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affeions, that ke loved Eſa» more then 7acob, Ger.5 .28. Surely, 
it was too great a love to Veniſon, that cauſed him tolove a worſe 
ſonneabove a better. This is a weakeneſle againſt which it is necde- | 
full ro ſtrive, our ſenſuality inclinerh us unto it, wee -are apt to 
thinke ir no finne, may not a man uſe Gods. benefits and enjoy 
the comforts of this life in good meaſure 9 why ſhould not hee} 
fare well that hath much given him by God Bur ſure to be fo 
.aver=ruled by ones palate, thar any diſorders, be bred thence in ones 
life towards any perſon or thing, cannot but be a finne for all 
theſe excuſes. Doe not wee know that cockering of the body 
doth likely depreſle the foule ? and the feeding of the. belly and 
| pleaſing of the talie doth breed an aprneſſe to be leſfe delighted with 

; better chinge. | 
| Thus you have Iſaacs faults. Firſt, Forgetfulneſſe of Gods pro- 
'miſe. Secondly, Carnall feare of death. Thirdly, Lying «o pre- 
vent danger. Fourthly, Scandalizing Abimelech, Fifcly, over-loving 
| his worſer ſonne,and Sixtly, Over-loving good fare. We will goe on 

[now to conſider what bleflings he enjoyed, | 

His Benefies, { Firſt Spirituall, God pleaſed ro make his covenant in him, and 
x. Spirituail, [to beftow the birth-right and bleſſing upon him, and iheretore alſo 
wed wage - did appeare to him and bleſſed him, Ger.25.3,4. and after, YVerſ.24. 
him, Itis a ſingular favour of God, to give a man ſpirituall bleings, to | 
make him his childe, to appeare to him and comfort him, by . 
giving him affurance that hee is his childe, and confirme his | 
Faith in his gracious promiſes. This is the greateſt favour, to | 
blefle us with ſpiritual! bleſſings, 1/hmael had the terrene, but ' 
Iſaac had the ſpirituall bleſſings, theſe were given alſo to Taceb as | 
a ſingular prerogative. Ir is an admirable favour indeede to en- | 
joy theſe, for they will not ceaſe ar the end of this life, but will | 
continue til! another life and will bee perfe&ted in another life | 
eternally. | 7 
I pray you confider whether God have vouchſafed theſe unto you, | 
hath he cauſed youto feare his name? hath he-made you to beleeve | 
his promiſes 2 hath he appearcd to you in his word and ordinances 2 
and given you ſome happy apprehenſion of his goodneffe in Chriſt, 
' making you know, that he will tu!fill to you the bleſfing of Abraham. 
[Tf he have, give hearty praiſes to him, take unſpeakable comfort in 
| bim, account all your other croſſes nothing. Rejoyce in him ever- 
| more, that hath tranſlated you from the power of darkeneſle to his 
,owne Kingdome, Happy is hethar is madethechilde of God,though 
| he be in great calamity for outward things. - Know the incomparable 
; greatnefle of his favour, that you may rejoyce 1n it, indeſpight of all 
croſſes. And labour to get more and more aſſurance of your intereſt 
' unto God and happy eſtate this way, that you may be more and more 
| comforted. Bur if you have nor theſe {pirituall good things, doc 
| not 2ccount your ſelves happy, becauſe of the outward, thinke not 
that youare ina good eftate whatſoever you poſleſle, if you poſlefle 
net 
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not Gods Spiritto make you Gods childe; to ſeale you to the day of | 
redemption, to comfort you inall times, with making himſetfe more 
and more afſuredly knowne unto you. What is itto enjoy a dreame 
of proſperity in this ſleepe of naturall life £ and then to'ſpetd ones 
eternall being in endleſſe and irremediable and unſufferable miſery. 

Reſt not your ſelves ſatisfied in outward things, count not your ſelves | 
happy in having them, never thinke you have any thing till yau | 
have grace, till you have Chriſt, till you have intereſt into Heaven, 
that eternall land of promiſe, and ſet your ſelves in fecling of the 
want of theſe things to ſceke them in Gods ordinances, Prayer, 
the Word, Sacraments, and you ſhall have them, for you want | 
them nor that live in the Church, but for want of care duely to ſecke 


wife, Rebekah, that carried her felfe well rowards him, and was ay 2 good 


carefull to keepe him from offending, in tranſlating the bleffing con- | 
trary to Gods pleaſure, wherein though ſhee uſed deceit, yer ſhee | 
brought him into the right way, aforc he knew of it,and cauſed himto 
| doe well when hethought to doe evill. | - -i; a_ 
Againe, he had one very gracious and godly childe, Jacab, and | 3 On* = 
another though not ſo godly as we can aſſurcdly ſay ke feared: God, | nothe? that re. 
yet one that reſpeted him, that did thrive in the. world, and was | ſpeed bim. 
of commendable outward carriage among men, for fo was Eſas, 
he ſhewed regard to 1ſaac, grew great in worldly greatneſſe, andihad 
a name among men. | 3. ca] 
Thirdly, hee had a greate meaſure of wealth, and was a man of | 3- Was very 
great ſtate and eſteeme , ſo that King _Abjimelech defired his rich, 


them. | | 
Againe, conſider 1/aacs temporall bleſſings, he had a very good | * Hal goo 


triendſhip, and though ſome envied and wronged him, yet they 
could not hinder Gods blefling from attending him, eſpecially one 
yeere God gave him a ſingular bleſſing, for he ſowed and reaped, and | Gen.26. 12, 
as by Faith he beleeved thar God would, ſo God did make him 
; roomth and hebecame fruitfull inthe land. | '1 
Andlaſt of all, helived along time in this world to enjoy alltheſe | 4. He lived 
things, and lived to continue with his wife Rebekah, ſhee lived as | 1928: 
long ornecre as long as he, which could not bur be a.great comfort 
to him. So you ſce hee had all abundance of outward contents for 
his children,wifc,ſtate,c*c. 
Now Tbeeſeech you reckon betwixt God and your ſelves ! hath 
not God beene as favourable to ſome of you as to 1ſaac ? ſo that 
you have good, vertuous, and dutifull and religious wives, which 
will helpe your errors, and cheriſh your bodies, and doe you all the 
| | good they can. Hath not hee given ſome of you your and godly 
| Jane naer- at leaſt ſome, or one, and the reſt civill and thriving 2 Hath 
not he given you a wealthy eſtate 2 not ſo rich as Tſaac but even rich | 
enough, I meance ſo much as will inable yonto enjoy your ſelves in 
the world, and to paſle thorough the world with comfort. Hath not 


| he proſpered the worke of your hands £ and given you roomth, and 
: made 
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4 made. you increaſe, yea hath hee not made you live a long timeto | 
enjoy all theſe things ? If ſo, let theſe benefits become matter of | 
praiſe, let them become arguments of obedience, labour to be tru-\ 
ty thankfull for them, that you may finde them truly beneficiall: 
| make a ſpirituall uſe of temporall bleſſings. 
And it any want theſe things, let him ſee how rich God is,and 
{ſer him even truſt in him for ſufficiency. in' outward things, and 
count ir enovgh that it pleaſeth God to give him better things as I 
exhorted before, And if any of Gods people finde not theſe things 
4 fo granted to himſclfe, let him not take Gods dealing with him in 
the worſt part, Ict--him not aſcribe it to want of love to him, but 
to his wiſcdome, that ſeeing him not ſo capable of theſe things, 
doth withdraw from him that thing which hee ſees would be hurt- | 
full unto him. Wee muſt not miſconſter Gods forbearing to give 
outward things. Yea now let all men encourage themſelves to bee 
obedierit to God, and to feare him as did T7ſaac, for you ſce in him | 
that God is ready to-reward his ſervants with great- commodities ] 
and comforts in this life too. Hee will not alone ſave them, bur 4 
ſo farre as is good, make their eſtate proſperous here below. That 
| godlineſſe which hath the promiſe ſhall alſo have the performance | 
of good things for this preſent life ' and that which is ro come. 
I know, that theſe bee common benefits, bur when they come 
ſweetened with Gods bleffing, - then they are truly comfortable, and 
{ſo ſhall they be to him that intereſts himſelfe ro them by getting 
into Chriſt, and walking in him in holinefſe and godly converſa- 
| - [{tio®. | 
Iſaacs croſles, | So wee have done with 7/aacs benefits, now his croſſes; for nei- 
'ther could hee, nor can any man in this Jife ſcape bur that more 
'or lefſe hee ſhall mecte with afflitions. Furſt in reſpe of his bo- 
dy. 2. His ſtate: 3. His children. | 
| 1.Hewaslong  - For his body, hee was blinde many yeares, for hee was mar- 
| blinde. \ried at forty, at ſixty hee. had Z/au and Tacob ; Tacob was about 
| ſeventy fix yeares when he came to Laban, ſo then Tſaas was a hun- 
'dred thirty :{ixe yeares, and at that time hee could not diſccrne 
Eſau and 1acob one from the other by fight, and he lived inall 180 
| YEares, from which if you ſubtra& 136, then will remame for- 
[ty foure yeares, ſo long did Tſaac live without the uſe of his eyes. 
| Therefore learre you to bee thankefull that God hath given you 
| your 'eye-fight even to your lives end, fo that you want not this 
feace at all rill death, or at leaſt want it not ſo long a ſpace of 
time.” Sight is a great comfort, it is pleaſant to ſee the Sunne 
and to bee able with our eyes to behold and diſcerne our friends 
{and all other creatures of GOD. Let us praiſe God for the uſe 
of this and other ſences. | | 
Secondly, ler us prepare to ſuffer the ſame crofſe, who cante!l 
how ſoone his eyes may grow dimme 2 ler us uſe them well | 
| mw | whileſt wee have them, and withdraw them from looking nr | 
of vanity, 
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vanity, and all other abuſes : for nothing will grieve us more' 
when wee have loſt them, then thar wee have abuſcd them, 
nor comfort us more, then to remember that wee have ' 
kept them in order and beſtowed them holily. And indeed, they | 
bee things apt to bee abuſed a xoco waics 3 Prevent all thele | 
abuſes and put on a contented minde,if God fee it fir to be depri- 


ved of them, geting ſuch a clearencile of inward fight, that the 
comfort of that may ſupply the want of outward eyes. Hee that | 
hath an underſtanding given him to ſce God and Chrift, to ſee. 
Heaven and things ſpirituall, may cafily miſle the fight of other | 
(things; but ah how comfortleſle is a blind body joyned with a 
| blind minde Take heed thar this great darkeneſle fall not upon 
you, for what can this. bee but even a fore-runner of utter and ever- | 
laſting darkeneſle. | | 

Further, Tſaac in his ſtate met with divers croſſes, the Phili- | 
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| | ſtins envied him, chaſed him from them, wronged him by ſtop- 
' ping his Fathers Well and by unjuſt ſtriving with him for thoſe he 
| himfelfe had digged, theſe bee croſſes and ſuch as trouble the 
' nature of man, and ſceme hard to beare, but this good man wreſtled 
| with them. | 
Prepare your ſelves therefore tro be envied and wronged, and 
| to have enemies that will contend and quarrell with you caufclefly, 
and be carctfull ro get Gods favour, that rhe malice and injuriouſ: | 
neſſe of men may not be able to hurt you, but that God may blefſe 
you the more, by how much men doe more envie you, wrong 
you and contend againſt you, as it befell to 1ſazc. For God pro- 
ſpered him and comforted him the more, by how much the world | 
did more grudge at him, and ſceke to diſquict him. Labour there- 
fore to get Gods favour, that you may have a paticnt,a cheerefull 
| minde the in middcſt of the greateſt injuries. In the meane time,expet 
ſuch cvill ulage and firive to be able ro beare ir without vexarion 
and diſcontent, which are things more troubleſome then the crofles 
| themſelves. 
| Further, learne to be thankfull ro God, if hee have pleaſed to 
{ keepe you from ſpight, wrong and ſtrife, that either you bee not 
'envied, or elſe thoſe that envie you have not had ability to wrong 
you and contend againſt you. It is agreat goodnefle of God fo to 
(hedge about a mans eſtare, that no man hath beene able to breake | 
in upon him to hurt him, and it is neither mens-wit—-nor greatnefle 
that can procure unto them this ſafety,but it is God alone thatma- 
| keth them to dwell in fatety. Let our hearts be lifted up to praiſe 
|him, that hath ſo incompaſſed us with his favour as with a 
ſhield. | 
But next, 7ſa«c was crofſed in his children. Firſt, in that hee 
continued long without ifſue, whereas God had promiſed him iflue, 
and the hope of his ſalvation depended upon the performance of 
his promiſe ; for out of his loynes was that ſcede to pony in 
; whom 
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| whom all Nations were to bee bleſſed, and yer hee was married 
| | twenty yeeres afore this promiſe was fulfilled. So long did God, 
exerciſe his faith with delay. 
| Learne to beare with patience Gods deferring of his promi- 
| ſes and not to let your hopes flip, bur ſtill ro truſt on God and waite 
| for him, who will come in due time though hee ſfatisfie not our 
| heſtie and over-cager defires, Hold to the promiſe of God, it 
| ſhall be fulfilled at length though wee bee made to tarry ſome- 
what long for it, that wee may bee better fitted ro receive it 
with thankefullneſſe. The longer a good thing is deſired and de- 
| ferred, the more abundant comfort it yeeldeth when it is - 
| come. 
4-Hewascreſ] But ſecondly, Zfu prooved a crofle to him in two things. 
ſedin Eſau, | Firſt, that hee tooke into the houſe two ſuch ill conditioned 
| Maides, as were a griefe of heart to Iſaac and Rebekah, Gen..26, 
lt, This is a bitter croſle to bee peſter'd- with unquiet, froward, 
unruly and wicked daughters in Law, that ſhall make one weary 
of his life, and like evill and bitter ſauce, rake away the ſweer- 
i nefſe of all other comforts. Learne to bee thankefull, if you have 
eſcaped this croſle, and if God have provided ſuch yoake-fel- 
lowes for your children, as by their outifull and loving carriage 
doe make the comfort of your lives more abundant, - framing 
themſelves ro content you in all good and lawfull things, as if 
they were your owne ſonnes or daughters: Itis a great ſatisfacti- 
on to ſee ones children ſo happily matched ; Let not this bene. 
fit bee ſleighted and paſſed over without particular thankes. And 
| now prepare for this croſſe, or if you bee under it, labour to 
| beare it, ſo as not to bee made weary of life, but enjoy the reſt 
ſo thankefully, that the bitternefle of this may bee ſweetened and 
allayed. And pray to God to dire& your ſelves and your chil- 
dicn fo in their choice or yours for them, that they may not ſtum- 
ble upon a torment unawares, and learne in chooſing to chooſe for 
| grace rather then. ſiniſter reſpects, fo may you hope to bee diredted 
aright, and toget atrue benefit. 
Againe, Eſau was a crofle to his Father in his malice againſt his 
Brother, whom hee purpoſed to kill, and would not- keepe the 
chought ro himſclte ſo, but that it utrercd it ſelfes If 7ſaac 
knew not of it, hee was not afflicted with it, but if hee did, hee 
could not but take it heavily. Thanke God if hee have not given 
over your children to ſuch malice one againſt the other, and if you 
lie under this miſery, make it as eafte as may bee, by telling 
your ſelves it was Iſaacs crofls, and yet God kept it from ever com- 
| ming to Execution. | | 
| 2.1n 7acob.,, | But 7ſagc was crofled in Taceb too, for hee lived a ſtranger from 
| him twenty yeeres ſo that hee did not enjoy him. Ts it not a griefe 
* | |to have a good childe as it were baniſhed and reſtrained from 
| | dwelling with his Father for ſd long a time , whoſe company his | 
| love | 


| 
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love makes him to defire every day But 7ſaac lived to fee much 
rudeneſſe in his Grand-children, for hee out-lived Toſephs (elling into 
| Egypt, and was afflicted in T4cobs uncomfortableneſfle under that 


'exofſe. Blefle God if it have not happnend ſo to you, and if it 


| have, mutter not, for what are you that you may not be put to as 
much hardneſle as 1ſaac ? - 
And laſtly, 1ſaac died at 180 yeeres, a long life indeed for 
thoſe times, but it-ended in death and buriall,and 
ſo muſt each of yours even a great 
while ſooner, O therefore ſtu- 
dy to bee prepared 
| for it. 


Gen. Tſaac. Cuar,21,&Cc. 


267. | 


"| His death, 


| 
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| THE SIXTEENTH 


EXAMPLE. 


| 


ye OF REBEKKAH. 


$2233 Ebckkah was the wife of Iſaac, of her birth and | Rebekkaks 
:B, death the Scripture is ſilent, We are therefore to | **h<r birth 
8 aN 1ook into her life, wherein obſerve the good ſhee | mentionedin 
AV ro? bad and did, the evill ſhe did and ſuffered, The | Scipwre. 
CN NJ) good ſhe did, | 
Sj Os Firſt, whileſt The lived young in her Fathers | Her vexucs, 
ER UTSLES houſe, She was a Y irgin untouched by man, Gey. _— 
24.16, Noman knew hey, It behooveth young women to behave them: | a yirgin. 
ſelves ſo modeſtly,and ſhamefac'dly, that they may bring themſelves 
untotheir own husbands undefiled, Therefore the holy Ghoſt ap- 
pointed the Parents to be carefull of preſerving the tokens of the 
maidens virginity, that they might be able to prove it againſt the 
flanders of her husbands evill tongue (if he ſhould after report that 
he found her not a maide) but withall he appointed that if che wo- 
man could not prove her ſelfe to have been a Virgin, ſhe ſhould be 
brought outand publiquely ſtoned at her Fathers doore, Dent.22,13. 
| | You (ce that God would have the daughter put to death which 
. ſhould be bold to proſtitute her ſelfe to any other men, and then de- 
ceive one that had not knowne her, and thruſt her ſelfeupon him as if 
f ſhe had beena Virgin,as much as ifhe had ordered that ſuch adefiled 
: Aa maiden 
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"maiden ſhould nor marry any other but him that had defiled her,un. 


— 


leſſe firſt ſhe had made the matter knowne unto that other. Now 
what care ſhonld be taken to preſerve chaſtity, the heathens may 
reach us, who for meere credit ſake,uſed diligence 1n this matter,and 
it ſhould be a ſhame for Chriftians not to exceed Pagans in any 
point of goodnefſſe, * 

Let metherefore ſpeake unto you young maidens, and require 
you to follow Rebekkah in this kinde, keep your ſelves pure,ſuffer not 
your ſelves tobe won away with any ſolicications for all occaſions of 
| fin. Benor haughty in conceit of your own ſtrength to withſtand a- 

ny alluremenr, but feare God,and beſeech him ro keep you by vertue 
of his feare, elſe many a boaſting maiden hath been forced our of her 
own experience to confeſle, that this offence cannot be prevented by 
braging. 1 ſay therefore, let the feare of God, and an humble heart, 
and acarefull ſhunning of evill opporcunities be the preſervers of 
your chaſtity. And if any of you have been corrupt, and vitiated, 
| though it be knowne to none but God and your ſelves, ſee that you 
be greatly humbled, and truly penitent for it. 

The cuſtome of many is, it they can conceale themſelves in this 
k£inde, and that they prove not with childe,to.the publique reproach- 
| ing of themſelves before men, not at all to grieve for the fin commir- 
ted, though it be neverthelefle abominable in Gods fight, becauſe of 
ſuch concealing it; yea, ſome there be that adde murder alſo to fil- 
thineſſe, uſing meanes of abortion to themſelves, orofhindering 
themſelves from conceiving, by wicked reaches, and deviſes : Bur 
the all-ſeeing eyes of God do diſcover their lewdneſſe,and will make 
their offences knowne to all theworld, and that ſo much the more to 
[their diſgrace, anddeſtrution, by how much they have declared 
themſelves tobe more wicked, in fearing men, ard not God. Indeed 
if the matter come to open knowledge, they weep, and take on,ſhew. 
ing evidently, that ignominy goeth nearer to their hearts than ſin, 
and that they care not how lewd they be, if their lewdneſſe come nor 
{to light.But I ſay, be you carefull to prevent ſecret ſins in this kinde, 
{and tender the health of your ſoules more than the credir of your 
names, and undoe that fin by unfained repentance, which will elſe 
| make you odious to God, though you hide it never ſo clofly from 
men, And let Parents alſocary a watchfull eye upon their daughrers, 
{not giving them liberty to range up and downatunfit times, to unfir 
places, leſt it befall them as it did Dz#4h, [acobs daughter, when ſhee 
gave her ſelfe leave to gaze abroad to ſee the faſhions of the daugh- 
ters of the countrey. And I muſt alſo ſpeake royoung men, which 
goea wooing to young maidens, that they ſuffer not themſelves to 
be ſo far tranſported with unlawful), and unruly deſires, as to pollute 
thoſe before marriage, oraſlay to ſolicite them whom they pretend 
to love ſo, as to make them their wives. If they love them, let them 
keep them ſoworthy tobe beloved, and enter not into Gods Ordi- 


——— 


nance, 


— 


UMI 


Grim. 


ed, ſo injurious tothe maid, and the friends of the maid with whom 


you feek to make affinity, as to lay a ſnare and blot upon your ſelves, 


| whom you pretend love and good will, but enter purely into Matri. 
| mony, that the bleſſing of God may accompany you in Matrimony. 
| And ſo much for Rebrkkahbs chaſtity, (he came an unſpotted Virgin 
to the bed of marriage. | = 

Now further, ſhewas a painfull and acurteous maid, for ſhe came 


out with her pitcher on her ſhoulder to draw water at a common 
| ready co draw water, and fill the troughes till a number of Camels 


man that was a ſtranger to her, to drink, and of her own accord Hffe- 
red her ſervice.to water his Camels roo. | 


alſo free from vices and evill deſires, and by curtefie you ſhall ſhew 
your ſelves to beofa good nature, willing to be ſerviceable, and fo 
(hall win love, credir, and good efteeme : bur. an idle churliſh per- 
ſon, that makes her ſelfe ſick by her floathfulneſſe, and by her back. 
wardneſſe to doſervice, (ſhewing that ſhe is good for nothing bur to 
trick up, and pride her felfe) becomes loathſome to God and man. 
Be not idle, be not nice and dainty, be not ſowre and churlich, theſe 


_ {things wiil cauſe you to inherite as much diſgrace as Rebekkah did in- 


heritz honour and good will, Let me commend unto you the vertu- 
ous example of good Rebekkah, drefſſe your ſelves as it were art her 
glafle, and adorn your ſelves with hervertues, This Story you may 
rcade at large, Gen. 24.15. and fo forward reade ir, conſider of ir, 
and take it forth into your lives, and learn to live according to the 
worthy preſidents which the word of God commenderh unto you, 
The cuſtome of the world, and the corruption of nature will per- 


| but we muſt rake heed of following our own naughty nature, in the 
ſinfull faſhions of the world ; Sheisa Chriſtian indeed that is wil- 
10g to live according tothe Scriptures. 

Now conſider another vertue of Rebekkahs, ſhe was willing to bee 
ruled by her friends in marriage, and when they had given their con. 
ſeat to Abrahams ſervant for the marrying of her to 7ſaac, ſhe alſocon- 
ſented, and ſaid, [willgowiththe man, Gen.24.58, So ſhouldall mai- 
dens.yeeld themſelves to the government of their parents and friends 
in this matter,that they may with more aſſurance & comfort expe& 
the bleſſing of God to make their lives comfortable in mariage,by gi- 
| ving them love & favour intheir husbands eyes,and beſtowing upon 
| them good hutbands,ar leaſt if they meete with ſuch as be notwhar 
chey ought,they may with more ITO & patience undergo 

a 2 the 


Lo 


and the kindred and parents of your felves, and of the Virgin to | 


Well, and did not think ſo much of her labour, but that ſhe was. 


had drank their fill, and curteouſly let down her pitcher to givethe 


Learne you maidens to be painſfull, learne to be curteous, by la- | 
bour you ſhould keep your badies in good health, and your mindes | 


ſwadeyoa rather to pride, niceneſſe, floathtulnefle, and diſcurteſie, 


Rebekkah Cu am 2.4. 


| nance, through the devils Portall,as I may call it ; O be not ſowick-. 


2. She was 
painfull and 
curteous, 

My Lord, ſaid 
ſhe :Sir,1s 
you would 
ſay in Evge 
li \h, 


3. She was 
willing tobe 
ruled by hcr 
f:iendsin 
marriave, 
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Her good car- 
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|will lade himſelfwith irons and fetters, ſhall finde ir grievous to ſtir 
. [when it is requiſite for him to goany whither, Therefore ſhackle nor 


| fully yeeld your ſelves to your parents diſpoſall, as both nature and 


[cord and diſſention do quickly fall out betwixt them that followed 


"The Exampleof 


the crofſe when ic comes not with a ſting upon their conſciences, 
in that by their ſinfulneſſe they have even pulled miſery upon them- 
ſelves. If you be well matched, the comfort will be doubled, when 
you ſhall perceive that ir is a fruit of Gods gondneſſe unto you, in 
bleſſing your care of obſerving his commandements, and direQi- 
ons, ahd ifacroſſe come, it will be far more eaſily borne, when you 
have your parents and friends ready to comfort you, and helpe you, 
becauſe you have followed their direions in beſtowing your ſelves. 
Thns you ſhall provide beſt for your own perpetuall welfare: for thar 
inordinate paſſion, which is called love, will ſoon be quenched like a 
fireof thornes,and then it is not the fulfilling of irregular defires,that 
will miniſter comfortunto you. Ir1sevident by experience, that dil: 


aſfionrarther then duty, and diſcretion in placingthemſelves with a 
husband. Now you ſhall be well able thus to perform your duty both 
to God and your Parents,if you keep your ſelves owners of your own 
bearts, and ſuffer not your unruly paſſions tro make you ſlaves unto 
themſelves,and ſo to make your duty difficult and tedious, He that 
keeps his feetand legs free from ſhackles and chains, can eaſily go a- 
bour any buſineſſes that are needfull for him ro do. But whoſoever 


you ſoules with the chaines of unruly affections, that you may chear. 


religiondorequireat your hands. Givenot away your ſelves before 
hand,commir not that vile Idolatry of making ſome one man a falſe 
god unto you,and ler not your hearts be inflaved to any one, before 
your Parents have given you, who have intereſt from God rodiſpoſe 
of you according to therules of diſcretion for your own good, For 
Parents looke to the conſtant good of their children in beſtowing 
them, bur their own green heads do likely regard nothing elſe bur 
the pleaſing of their eye and fancies, which likely doth end in miſe. 
ry and diſcontent. And fo you have ſeen Rebekkahs good carriage 
while ſhe was amaiden, living under the government of her Eather 
in his Family, 

Now ſee how ſhe carries her ſelfe afterwards. | 

I. To God. 2. To her husband. 3. Toher children, 


Cuapy. 24. 


riage when 
=p + I. To God, She joyned with her husband in prayer for chil- 
_— buſ- | dren, and therefore ſhe had faithin God, and. truſted in him for 
py} wg y iſſue, not barely tothecourſe of nature, for it is ſaid Ger, 25.21. 
Iſaac entreated the Lord for his wife, becauſe ſhee was barren, ſhee was 
| preſent with her husband, and joyned her owne ſupplications 
with his, for the obtaining of fruicfulneſſe by bim, A good wo. 
man ought to bee prayerfull, and both to unite her devortions to 
her husband, andalſo to call upon God by her felfe alone. See there. 
fore you wives that you be ready to ſhew piety in the fame kinde , 
pray 

& 
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| pray to God with your husbands, yea pray to him for your ſelves, | 


husbands, and children, and for all good things, The bleſſings are 
doubled that are gotten nor alone by naturall endeavours, butby fer. 
| vent prayers unto God, for this is a proofe, that they be granted by 
| God in favour, and ſo they become tokens ot his love to men, and by 
'that meanes are much more comfortable then of their own nature 
; they could be, Thoſe wives therefore are too blame, that ſcarce are 
; willing to pray themſelves, or to joyne with their husbands, but by 
| their backwardneſle interrupt their praying together, a thing con- 


| betwixr,and conſequently alſo by any other meanes. Mend this fault 
| O ye wives, and you that are husbands, it the fault þaye been in you, 
| mend it, and ſee that you joyne together, calling upon God. If you 
| have children, yet there be enough of other things for which you 
| ought to viſite the Throne of grace. The graces of Gods Spirit are 
muck moredefirable then the truit of our bodies, and I am ſure thar 
our hearts are all barren of ſuch fruit, and cannot be made fruitfull 
but by Gods Spirit working in our hearts, and prayer will cauſe him 
co make a barren heart fruittull as well as a barren wombe, but with. 
out prayer the heart will never bring forth true grace. Naturall be. 
nefits, children, and the like, doe fall into the laps of men and wo. 
men though they doe not ſeeke them from God by this exerciſe of 
prayer; bur ſpirituall bleſſings cannot be obrained by any other 
meanes, if this be not alſo joyned to the meanes to ſanifie them, 
You have therefore cauſe enough to pray together as well as 1/aac and 


have children, yer it is requiſite to crave Gods favourable bleſſing 
: upon them, without which, they may prove afterwards the greateſt 
croſſes you have, inſtead of the greateſt comforts , ſee therefore that 
you be not lack in this ſervice of God. | 

| Again, Rebektahs duty is ſeen, inthat ſhe went to God to enquire 
' when ſhe found a more then ordinary ſtriving in her wombe : wee 
muſt all learne of her to keep our peacewith God, and to be alwaics 


ready to ſeeke tohim, if any thing betall us thar puts us to feareor 


| trouble, as you ſce the people of God have done at all times. Ir be- 
' comes thechildren of God ſtill to enquire ofhim, and ſeeke to him 
 inall occurrents, Indeed it pleaſeth him to ſend ſuch occaſions un- 
. tO us, that by them we may be drawne nearer unto him, and viſit him 
: more often, and more checrefully. They therefore that are ſtrangers 
' to God, and runany whether, rather thento him for help and direc. 
on, whentroubles doe come unto them, are much too blame them- 
ſelves for profaneneſſe. They acknowledge God alone in word, but 
' deny him in deed, that are thus eſtranged from him. Mend this faulr 

now, and that you may with more aſſurance run to God when croſſes 

and cambers befall you, be ſure to pray without ceaſing, and to 
 keepyour hearts in with him, by calling upon him at all times. Ic is 
Aa} | a moſt 


demned by S. Peter, when it is procured by diſcontents, falling our | 


Rebekkah, even though you have not barren bodies, yea, and if you | 


3 


2, She ingqui- 
red of God 
when the 
children ſt; j- 
ved in her 


wombe. 
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3. She was 
dutifull to 
her husband, 
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amoſt happy thing to have the Throne of grace alwaies open to ones 
prayers; andit is kept open by continuance, and daily exerciſing 
ones ſelfe in this ſervice. If any ſay, how ſhall we enquire of God 
now ſeeing we are now deſtitute of extraordinary Prophets,by whoſe 
meanes we may ſeek unto him > I anſwer, we have his Word, wee 
have his Name, we have his Miniſters and faithfull people to go un. 


craordinary Prophets. VWherefore as Rebekkah feeling that buſling in 
her wombe, ſaid, why am I thus > And wenttocnquire of God,Gep, 


125.22. So muftwe in all occaſions of diſquietment,cither of body, 


or of minde, thinke with our ſelves, why is it thus with me 2 and 
muſt come to prayer,and cravedireaionand help of him ; Wemuſt 
run tohis word, and ſeek to informe our ſelves from thence, what 
may be the cauſe of our preſent eſtate, and conſult with his faithfull 
ſervants that have a larger meaſure of knowledge thcn our ſelves, 
that by their advice we may learne what is fit for ns to doe, and upon 
what ground it is that matters be ſowith us,and God by theſe means 
will ſertle and quiet our mindes as ſurely, and firmly, as of old he ac. 
cuſtomed todoe by meanes of his holy Prophets. So you have Xe. 
bekkahs piety to God, now ſee her carriage to her husband, and we 
finde in the Story of her life, teſtimonies of her being a dutifull wife 


unto him. - 


For firſt, whenſhe found him inclined to go againſt the will of 
God (in giving away that ſolemne bleſſing which ſhe inherited from 
his Father Abraham, unto the Son to whom it was not due, becauſe 
God had preferred the younger before theelder) ſhe was carcfull to 
prevent that ſin, and to procure the bleſſing unto 7ac9b, rowhom it 
was due, and how > Not by brawling and falling out with him, but 
by a gentle anda quier meanes. I commend not the uſing of guile 
and falſhood, but in that ſhe fell nor to it by violence of ſpeech, but 
by agentle and milde way,in that I cannot but commend her, Here- 
in ſhe did the part ofa loving, diſcreete, and dutifull wife, who reve- 
renced her husband, and deſires to keep him from fin, She came not 
chaffing to 1ſaac, as once Sarah did to Abraham,but by a gentle courſe 
ſhecauſed him toeſcape the faule before he could commitr ir, and 
beyond his purpoſe. So muſt you good wives carry your ſelves, if 
your husbands be about to ſwerve out of the way, and you perceive 
it, you muſt endeavour by ſweet and dutifull courſes to prevent, or 
recall them from fin,not to uſe fierce paſſion, brawling, as ſometimes 
women of a fierce ſpirit doe, who many times are puniſhed for their 


1 indiſcreet frowardnefle, by failing of their defires, and making things 
worſe, rather then changing them for the berrer. The ſame diſpofi- | 


tion to her husband ſhe ſhewed inanother paſſage too, for that ſhe 
might procurethe {ending of 7aceb into Padan Aram, ſhe did not o- 
penly declare the matter to her hasband, bur came and related the 


trouble ſhe had with Zſavs wives, and told how bitcer a thing jr 
| would 


to, and by thoſe we may as ſufficiently ſeck unto him, as by any ex- 
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Rebekkah. 


' wou!d prove unto her, if ſhewere as bad yoked with another wife 
| that 7acob ſhould bring,and fo won him todifſpatch 7aceb forawife in- 
to Padan Aram, . 


Cuar.24, 


band, to get the good ſhe would at his hands,. and not by violence 
and clamour, You that would have the repute of good wives in your 
Own hearts, ſee that you follow Rebekah, prevaile by diſcreet, wile, 
and curreous courſes, not by ſtrong hand, and violence, Bur theſe 
eager, ſharp, and paſſionate women, that will wreſt the things they 
defire out of their husbands hands, ( perhaps alfo inconvenient 
things) by chiding, and big, and loud words, as once I told you $4- 
xab foughrrodo, or ele by puling, and whining, and charging their 
busbands not to love them elſe, as the wife of Sarpſen did, are to be 
blamed as undiſcreer, and diſobedientwives, and if they repent not 
of their folly,and unrulineſſe,the Lord will one day call them to ac- 
count for their miſdemcanours : Gentlenefſe, and dutifulneſſe muſt 
adorn your converſation,and your husbands muſt ſee your converſa- 
t10n coupled with feare todifſpleaſe, ſo ſhall you make your ſelves 
and husbands happy,both at once,and have a kinde of lawfull power 
with them over whom you have gotany authority. 

But now of Rebekkahs carriage to her Sons, ſhewas inthe right, ſhe 
loved the good ſon whom God loved moſt ; 7acob was a plain man, 
bur a good man, beloved of God, therefore ſhedid love him too, and 
| herein ſhe did much excel! her husband 7fazc, and was more tobe 
commended, and did better pleaſe:God. Indeed hercin ſhe ſhewed 
| her obedience to God, as well as her affe&ion to 7acob,whom ſhe de- 
fired to bave attain the bleſſing, becauſe ſhe knew that God had ap- 
pointed irunto him. It is a neceſſary thing, that men ſhould ſub- 
nitrhemſeclves unto God inevery thing, and become furtherers the 
veſt they can of fulfilling his good pleaſure, when once he hath 
 vouchſafed to manifeſt ituntorhem, O ler us learn to ſubmit our 
wills thus ro Gods will, and to make it our careto have thoſe things 


thing, yea ler us all learn of her too, to ſtrive to procure a bleſſing up- 
on our children, though not by ſucha courſe as ſhe rook, for herein 
ſhewas maniteftly blame worthy, yet by all good and honeſt courſes 
that we can, even by our prayers for them, and good. inſtructions to 
them, and the like. You have heard Rebekkahs goodnefle, ſo much as 
I remember chat the Scriptures have left upon record, ſaving it is no- 
red of her, that ſhe made ſavoury meate for her husband, ſuch as he 
loved, ſhe could not have done ir fo well then, if ſhe had not taken 
notice of it, and done ir often before. So it 1s the part of a good 
| woman to cheriſh her husband inhis dier, ſo far as her non and 
: _ ability 


A woman ſhould alwaies deale by loving meanes with he: huf. | 


done by our ſelves and others which he would have done. And learne 
Parents, andall men, of Rebekkah, to love them beſt in whom the | 
Lord hath printed his Image moſt clearely and abundantly. Ler 
godlineſle be the loadſtone of our affeions rather then any other 
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The Example of Cuay. 


ability will permit, and having informed himſelf what is pleaſing to 
him, accordingly to provide it for him. So ſhall ſhe ſhew good will 


| to her husband, which alwaies makes one carefull ro pleaſe and gra- 


tifie the party beloved. Here is a patterne for you to live after, all 
you good women ſeek to give your husbands due content in their 
food, prepare things acceptable to them as you be able, eſpecially, 
ifchey be weak, blinde, or otherwiſe attlicted,; that your kindeu- 
ſagethis way, may cven countervaile the want of other benefits, and 
cauſe their lives robe as comfortable to them, as in ſuch croſles they 
may be : but without doubt ſhe is a bad and unloving wite, who neg- 
le&eth to give her husband fſatisfaRion in this point, who ſets him 


| ſhort, and cares not to fit himwith pleaſing food ; ifthey be not de- 


ſtitute of meanes, yea, who feeds her ſelf deliciouſly in his abſence, 
and muſt have ſome choice proviſion for her ſelf when ſhe pleaſeth, 
that ſhall be hidden from his eye, and wirhdrawne from his mouth, 

A great fault it is in a wife, to forget that her husband and ſhe do 
make but one body, and todivide him from her in eatingand drink- 
ing to whom ſhe is ſonearly linked in other ſociety. Be no more of- 


| fenders inthis kinde, if you havebeen ſuch, but now be good nurſes 


to your husbands, and let them at leaſt partake with your ſelves of a- 
ny good fare which you provide for your ſelves. Theſe be the things 
commendable in Rebekkah, Now I cometo her faults. 

Firſt, ſheuſed deceit and frand toconveigh the bleſſing unto 74- 
cob, and ſought ratherto hooke it to him by a fleſhly device, then to 
compaſle it by a convenient and lawfullway. You ſhall reade the 
Story Ge».27.1. and 17. She knew her husband was blinde, therefore 
ſhe ſpake to 7acob to get the bleſſing by a cuaning device, the ſends 
tora Kid, makes ſuch a diſh as was pleaſing to /ſaacs palate, uſes 
meanes to make his hands and neck ſeem rough, like unto Eſars, by 
covering them with the skins of the Kids as handſomely as ſhee 
could, and ſo ſends him in to 7ſa«c, having before emboldned him to 
ſay, though falſely, that he was Eſas the eldeſt Son, This was a fin in 
her, the matter of itwas fraud and faſhood, the aggravations of it 
were, firſt, ſhe drew 7acob into the ſinof lying and ſhifting, even con- 
trary to his own temper, for the Scripture witneſſeth of him, that Ze 
was a plain man, : 

Secondly, ſhewas ſet upon it,that though 7:cob objected he ſhould 
getacurſe rMHher then a bleſſing, by ſeeming to his Father a deceiver 
and a mocker, yet (he found a meanes to encourage him in his lying, 
bya trick to beguile his Father weltenough ; that he ſhould never 
finde him out, and ſo drew him to go thorough with the crafty de- 
vice : thiswas praiſed even againſt her husband alſo, ro whom it 


| leaſt of all becommeth awife to uſe deceit and lying. Only there 


was one mitigation and exrenuation of her faulr, ſhe did aime at a 

good end, but a good intention cannot juſtifie unlawfull means that 

are ufed toaccompliſh it. We have in her thena fault of crafrineſle, 
and | 


® 
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and deceit, and lying, There isa great difference betwixt wiſdome 
and fraud, wiſdome will alwaies hold it ſelfe to the fide of juſtice, 
rot alone-in the thing it mainly ſeekes, but alſo 1n the path which ic 
chooſeth to walk in tothat end ; Burt fraud 1s as it were a rotten wil. 
dome, and cares not to follow equity and truth in the way ir takes, 
and neither many times inthe end. Abhorre fraud, that is, the carry- 
ing ofa thing wilily with lying, and falſhood, whether it be good or 
bad, but moſt of all ifit bebad. 7: 5 4 ſin to do evill that good may come 
of it, as S. Paul teacherh, Rom. 3. It s a ſin to lie, even for Gods cauſe, 
and to defend even his juſtice with falſe tales, and figments, As 7ob ad- 
moniſheth his frinds that did to, and that they might not ſeeme to 
impureunrighteouſneſſe ro God in ſo ſore puniſhing of 70h, they did 
impure hypocrifie to him that was puniſhed. Ir is a fin to liceven 
fora purpoſe otherwiſe good, for we are commanded to pet away lying. 
Wherefore, conſider of your ſelves, if you have not lyed and begut- 
led, if you have not allured and encouraged others to joyne with you 
in lying, and beguiling, that elſe would not have done it. If you 
have done it againſt thoſe that were neare to you, to whom you 
ſhould have uſed morereſpet: And worſt of all, if you have done 
it for a ſinfull end too, that is, nor to get what was due to you, as here | 
[acob, but what was not due, by over-reaching your neighbours in 
bargaining, and the like, not tokeepa man from fin as here, bur ra. 
ther to draw him to ſin, as in caſe of unjuſt complaints to a ſuperiour, 
to make him puniſh, when he ſhould not puniſh ; Not to do your 
ſelves good, as here 7acob, but to do another a miſchief, as Davids 
falfe accuſers to Saul, and if your conſciences accuſe you of ſuch 
fraud, repent of it before God, blame your ſelves for it, ſeek pardon, 
reſolve to put it away for hereafter, and intreate the Lord to fortifie 
you againſt all ſuch wickedneſſe, that ſo you may be pardoned, elſe 
great 15 the danger of ſuch wickedneſſe, The bread of deceit ſhall begra- 
vell in the 6:Uly, and wealth gotten by lying ſhall prove but vanity toſſed to 
and fro of them that ſecke death. I pray you, conſider how God cha- 
tiſed rhisguile intheſe two good perſons,and that though they had 
agoodendinit, For, this occaſioned the rage of Eſas, which made 
him threaten, yea, and after attempt to kill 7acob, and fo drove Tacos 
from Iſaacs family, and kept them from that comfortable enjoy» 
ment eachof other, which elſe they might have had for twenty years 
together. And be you now lovers of plainneſle, abhorre ſhifting and 
falſhood, truft God with the ſucceſſe of all your affaires, and truſt 
not to your own hearts, and heads, he that ſeekes ro effe& his deſires 
by honeſt and juſt meanes, heputs confidence in God, and not in 
himſclte, he that uſeth lying and couſinage, he puts not his hope in 
God, but in his own wit and heart : Shew; true and well grounded 
confidence in Gad, by keeping your ſelves within the paths of equi- 
ty and truth, lovely pathes, faire pathes, ſtraight pathes, which ſhall 
iurely lead you tomore happineſſe and comfort at laſt, than Iying, 
| an 
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and fraud, hatefull, dirty, and crooked paths can poſſibly do. Learn 
as Davidſaith, Pſal. 119, To hate lying, and to love Goas Law, love to 
be guided by God, who is the God of truth, and hate to follow lies, 
which are of the devill, the author of lying. Doe not obje&, thar 
you cannot poſſibly eſcape ſuch and ſuch miſchiefe, bring about 
ſuch and ſuch a good buſineſle , unleſle you turne a little aſide, 
toa little lying. I anſwer firſt, truſt Gad with fucceſle, beleeve a. 
bove hope, ler faith guide you, not naturall reaſon; Cannot he doe 
that which reaſon will call impoſſible > Hath not he ſaid, Rowle thy 
ſelf upon God, and thy waies, and he ſhall brinz it to paſſe £ Will you nor 
reſt upon him for the performance of ſoevident a promiſe > And fe. 
 condly I anſwer , that the greateſtevill muſt be ſuffercd rather than 
the ſmalleſt ſin committed, and the attaining of the greateſt benefir, 


| cannot countervaile the committing of the leaſt ſin, and thar man 


doth not truly know either Gad, or fin, or the world, or himſelte, that 
doth nor yeeld to theſetruths. 

So you have this faulr of Rebekkihs, another 1s, that ſhe was too 
much troubled at her evill daughters in law, and was weary of life 
becauſeof them, This is a fault, to make crofles too too heavy our 
ſelves, tobe ſo diſtempered with them, ſo, as to become weary of 
life becauſe of chem, yea, itisa fault found in thoſe rhat were truly 
religious, and godly ; E//4h would fain have parted with his foul, be- 
cauſe of the troubles which he met withall, he deſired zo de, ſaith the 
Story, and ſaid, 1t « exouzh, Now Lord take away my ſoule from me, for 


the people murmured againſt him, and he poures forth his griefe 
before God intheſe words, /#hou wilt deale thus with me kill me now, kil 
me if 1 have found favour in thine eyes, and let me not ſee mine evill, Some- 
times you finde good men deſirous t5eſcapedeath, and crying, Lord 
ſave me from the hands of mine enemies, and ſometimes againe even 
covetous of it, and crying with vehemency again and again, kill me 
Lord, kill me, and if thou loveſt me, kill me, 14h was exceeding defi- 
rous to die, and ſaid, He wonld ſeck for it as for gold, yea,and fine gold, So 


cauſe of aflition, and that this is a fault, and a weakneſle,is evident. 
It is ana& of ingratitude, becauſe a manconſiders not as well the 
g00d he enjoyeth, as the evill, for if he would reckon well, he doth al. 
waics receive more good at Gods hand inthis lifc, than evill, but as 
one bitter morſell cauſeth that the mouth caſteth nothing almoſt bur 
bitterncſle, though it have before received many dainty morſels, ſo 
itis with us in this caſe, f 

Again, it is a fruit of hopeleſneſſe, and deſpaire, the ſoule 
doth not expe the favourable goodnefle of God to ſtrengthen, 
and deliver indue time, but thinks it will never be better with mee 
eill I die, and therefore wiſheth it ſelfe out of the world. Hope 
would hold the heart up from theſe faintings, bur it is a kinde of 


deſpaire 
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I am no better thau my Fathers, Moſes would fain have dyed too, when | 


you perceive that mans nature is prone to waxe weary of living, be. | 
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delpaire that caſts it into ſuch ſwounes, as 70b laid, As for mine hope, 
where ts it ? 

Thirdly, pride is one great cauſe of this diſpoſition, men conſider 
not with themſelves how unworthy they be of any good, how much 
they have deſerved far greaterevill, and therefore are immoderately 
vexed with thoſe they feele, and therefore count their beeing a bur- 
den. Bur is itnota fruit of great pride ina man,thar as if be were his 
own maker, preſerver, diſpoſer, will be no longer then he may have 
his own will > and may ſee things togo along with hitn after his 
owne wiſhes. | | 

Further, a man wrongs himſelfe exceedingly, by ſuffering himſelf 
to grow weary of life, for firſt, he makes the miſery greater, by make- 
ing himſelfe weaker tobeare it. It a man be tobeare a great burden, 
it doth him much hurt to ſcratch the skin of his ſhoulder, for that 
will adde much to the painof bearing. A gauled place will ſmart of 
it ſelfe, how il1doth he provide for himſelfe, that rubs off the skin 
from his ſhoulders, when he is put tocatry a thing. So doth he that 
will needs give way toſo much impatiency, as to be weary of life, 
yea, heexpoſeth himſelfe to the danger of becomming a ſelf-mur- 
therer, thar yeeldeth to this wearinefle of life, Fot it will not be've. 
ry hard ro perſwadeany man tocaſt away that which is his burden, 
So it is evident, that this was an offence in Rebekk4h, 

And now come you men and women of all rankes, looke into yout 
fclves. Havenot you alfo been weary of life, and that upon a very 


her good, and ſhe ſees no likelihood of having what ſhee would have, 
then ſhe pules and takes on, and wiſheth ſhe were dead and buried, 
ſhe would forgive him thatwould knock her on the head, A man 
hath met with ſomewhat a froward woman which vexeth him with 
her words, then he will bedead inachafe, I would I were out of the 
world, never man was ſopeſtered with a ſhrew as I, fo it is with wives 
too. Come now, recount you owne paſſions, are you not afhamed of 
theſe drunken diſtempers > what is life, a thing ſodog cheape with 
you, that upon every occafion you would caſt it away 2 Are yout 
ſelves things of ſo litcle value that ſo ſmall a matter ſhonld make yon 
weary of your ſelves > You wrong God exceed ogy in ſich diſtem- 
pers, for you make it appeare that you think of him, asof anangrty 
governour, that cares not how unreaſonably he laies upon his ſervaiits 
in hisanger: Either theſe corrections are ſufferable, or nor, (T meane 
ſuch as by wiſdome and diſcretion you might compoſe your ſelves 
robeare withgentleneſſe,)or they be not, if they be,yhy do you chafe 
thus 2 If they be nor, who hath ſentthem > Verily you provoke 
God to ſcnd unſufferable croſſes, that will make eafic croſſes unſuffe- 
rable; Whar ſaith the Father to the froward childe, doe you cry for 
nothing, take you that then to make youcry for ſomething, and fo 
doubles and redoubles his blows with a ſtrong arme, till rhe childe, 
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feeling the (marr of his Fathers anger, begins to compoſe himſelte 
roa little more ſufferance. Brethren, let us repent of this folly,there 
ſcarce liveth a man that hath not overſhor himſelte in this faſhion : 
O letus repent of it, and let us diligently refiſt ſuch diſorderly paſſi- 
ons hereafter; Let nothing make us weary of lite but fin, and not 
that ſoexceſhvely, as to make us intemperately with death. Of fin 


| we ſhould be weary, bur of life for ſins take I know not whether we 


may allow our ſelves at all co be weary. Bur for croſſes, be they what 
they will, we ſhould not be ſo weak and impatient, as to grow weary 
of life. For God is able to deliver us out of all croſſes, and will do it, 
and hewill ſo ſanQifie them to us, that it may be more for our profir 
than if it were removed, and can give, as in /vbs caſe he did, ſoblefſed 
an iſſue, that our ſelves ſhall conteſſe it was bur our folly, not tobe 
willing to continue under them according to his will. Had not 106 
cauſe. to unwiſh his former wiſhes, when the Lord did make fo large 
an addition of happy dayes untohim > Above all, we muſt conſider 
of our worthinefle to be damned, that we may not thinke much of 
croſles, and labour foto reſt upon God for the eſcape of damnation, 
that afflictions which are but for a ſhort ſeaſon, may not ſeeme unto 
us extreame. Looke upon our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, what ſufferings 
were comparableto his > Yetwe never meet with any wearinefle of 
life, orwiſhing of death in him. Looke upon S. Pau! roo, Never 
man had feeling of greater tribulation, and he tels us, that hee tooke 
pleaſure in neceſſities, affictions, tribulations ; bur that he withed 
himſelfedead, that hee might be free from his croſſes, wee never 
reade. | 

Let us follow the vertues of godly men, but let their weakneſſes 
be our warnings. And that we may not diſtaſte life for any croſſes 
that befall us therein, let us often renew our faith in Gods gracious 
promiſes, to give us an happy ifſuc our of all, and to bring us ſafely 
to his heavenly kingdome, Moreover, if ſometimes theſe fainting 
fits doe gather upon us, and our mindes be overtaken with.this tired- 
neſſe of ſpirit, let us learne though to be humbled, yet not to be di(- 
couraged. We conclude not againſt Elias, Moſes, Rebekkah, Toh, that 
they were not truly ſanQified, becauſe they were imperfect in pati- 
ence ; Why ſhould we make ſuch untrue, and uncharitable, and in- 
diſcreet concluſions, either againſt our ſelves, or others with whom 
welive> Asanextenuating of faults to makethem ſceme nothing, 
and make our hearts hard under them, isto be condemned, fo an over- 
aggravating of them to make our ſelves ſeem nofchildren,making our 
caie worſe then ever any mans before, is likewiſe to be condemned; 
Satan is authorof both theſe follies, and the cffe& of the latter is to 
drive us from God, as wel[as of the former,and all things are ill uſed 
when they tend to keepe us from comming to God, and truſting in 
him. So much of Rebekkahs good and bad, now of the good and evill 
occurrents that befe]l her. 
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Her proſperity firſt was great, tor God called her from her Fathers 
houſe, inwhich Idolatry did raigne, and falſe worſhip prevailed, ro 
bea member of Abrahams houſe, and a mother of the Meſſiah, and a 
prof-ſſor, and praiſer of Gods true religion, and not alone ſo, but 
ave her grace to'be a godly woman, an heire of the ggomiſe made to 


| 4braham,togetber with her husband. This is the greateſt of mercies 


here below, to be called from darkneſſe tolight,from ſerving the de- 
vill and Idols, to ſerve the true and living God, "8 

If God have granted toany this mercy, even to call them effe cu. 
ally to himſeclfe out of the darknefle of a falſe worſhip and religion, 


| rothe light of a godly life. How much cauſe hath he co bleſſe God, 


and to rejoyce in this mercy above all mercies, and bee freequenrly 
and heartily thankfull > Bur if you have nor yer attained ir, for many 
{jiveinthe Church that be not of ir;take notice of your wretched con- 
dition, and now cry earneſtly ro God to bring you to the effetuall 
and ſaving knowledge of his truth, that you alſo may be indeed, and 
not in bare profeſſion, ofthe houſhold of Abrahars, the true Church. 

But Rebekkah had other benefits, beauty, health, and ftrength, for 
ought we reade,after marriage as before, A rich and godly husband 
in whom ſhe was doubly happy for her ſoule and ſtate, and one god] 
childe too, whom ſhe dearely loved,and who ſhewed himſelfe a man 
worthy tobe loved. A good husband, a good ſtate, a good childe, 
g00d health, bee they not benefits indebting us to God in many 
praiſes, and thankes, and much carefull obedience 2 Let nor theſe 


up your ſelves to thankſgiving and obedience, 

Now for her croſles, ſome ſhee ſuffered in her dayes as well as 
others. 

Firſt, her husband fell blindeand weake, and almoſt bedridden. 
Nodoubt but ſhe did participate with him in this affliction, and ir 
was agriefetoherto ſee him ſo impriſoned in darkneſſe, and ſome 
rrovble it muſt needs be, though her love made iteafie to give atten- 
dance upon him in that eſtate. Likewiſe ſhe could not bur grieve to 
ſee her busbands affe ions to be ſo much more than they ſhould 
have been for a long time upon her elder, but worſer ſon, 

Itwas alſoa great griefe untoher to ſee the rudeneſſe and bloadi. 
neſſeofher ſon Eſau, who comforted himſelfe againft his brother, 
with an intention, ſo ſoon as his Fathers funerals were over, to dil 
patch him, and rob him of the bleſſing. though he could nor ger irro 
himſelfe. Would it not cut the heart of one of you Parents, ro heare 
chat one of your ſons ( you having but a couple in all che world) 
\hould reſolve to become a murderer of the other, and ſo you (tood 
in danger of beinz Jeprived of them both at once; would nor both 
theſe things grieve you > Againe, it was a griefe to her to have her 
gond ſon as it were baniſhed from her houſe, and compelled ro fly 
away in ſccret for his life, For had he = been compelled to ſteale 

B 10to 


mercies be ſtrangers to your thoughts, but ponder upon them to ſtir | 


3- Her proſpe» 
rity, She was 
ettetually 
called, 


Gen. 24-16,20 
2, She was 
beautifull, 


Y | healthy, 


ſtrong,had a 

| 11ch and god- 
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anda good 
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1, Her huſ 
band was 
bli deand 
weake, 
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ons were ſer 
too much on 
the worſer 
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5, She was ve- 
xed with the 
frowardneſſe 
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into Padan Aram inreſpet of Eſar,as to ſteale thence again in reſpe&t 

of Laban, his Fathers eſtate was nor ſo low, that he muſt needs have 
cravailed over that Iordan with a ſtaffe, and come to Labars houſe all 
alone, and there have ſerved an hard ſervice for a wife. Sure Iſaac was 
not a prodigallihe had not conſumed his eſtate ſo, that _4brahams 
grandchilde mult be ſent out ſo poorely appointed, whoſe ſieward 
when he-fetched a wife for 1ſaac,had ten Camels well laden with rich 
things, and many ſervants to attend him, and ſowith ſpeed returned 
home with his errand. But feareof Eſau cauſed him to goe ſpeedily 
and ſecretly, that no man'mightknow it, leſt ſo he might have fallen 
into miſchiefe by his meanes, and to tarry ſo long till he might heare 
his brother was pacified. 

Now did not this, think you,wound Rebektahs heart > Did ſhe nor 
part with a great part of her comfort, when ſhe parted with her be. 
loved ſon Zacob ? fo far, folong, and in ſuch a manner. | 

But worſt of all, ſo long as ſhe lived with her daughters, ſhee was 
miſerably vexed with their frowardaeſle, and ill conditions. Indeed 
at length Eſa tooke his journey to mount Seir, where her friends 
dwelled, and made this crofſe more eafie, by removiog his habitati- 
on with his wives and all he had : but in the mean it wasan anguiſh 
to her, and that (viz, loſſe of ſas roo, when 1acob was gone) could 
not but miniſter matter of ſome affliction to her in minde. 

Now let all of us be perſwaded to looke for theſe and the like 
croſſes, that by fortifying our ſelves againſt them, we may be made | 
more patient, and ſo beare them with lefle diſcontent : for what are 
we, that God ſhould handle us with more indulgence than this ſo 
good a woman > And thoſe that lie under any ſuch crofle in huſ. 
band, ſons, daughters, daughters in law, let them frame themſelves 
toa more contented ſuffering, becauſe they finde that they bee no 
other kind of evils, than thoſe wherewith their Fatber hath exerciſed 
their betters in former times, as he doth alſo for the preſent ; Hee 
muſt be an unruly childethatwill roare, and take on,when he beareth 
no more than his other brethren and ſiſters beare before him;yea,and 
if we have eſcaped theſe particular croſſes., let us be thankfull eo 
God for our freedome even from them, and make the bearing of the 
reſt morecaſie, becanſewe have not(as we have deſerved, and might 
have had) the ſamewe have, and theſe alſo for an overplus of milery. | 
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THE SEVENTENTH 


EXAMPLE. 


| Q x Esav. 


=>:B E are now to handle the example of Zſas : Hee 
{5 wasa twin, acob being the other twin; VVemuſt 
© 2 treate of his birth, life, and death. 

Firſt, for his birth, we are informed that hee 
wastheſonof 7ſcac, and of Rebekkah the wife of 
M5 & 1/aac, daughter of Bethuel, by his wife Milcah. 

VSa iv Which Bethael was ſonof Nachor, the brother of 
Abraham. He was borne inthe yeare of the world 21068, as ſome 
thinke; and as.others, inthe yeare 2168. and after the iloqd, as ſome 
thinke 512. and as Others, 562, for there is 60. ings bm 
in chronologie, becauſe of the doubt about Abrahams birth. Now 
the manner of his birth was this,as the Scriptures relate, Gen.25.25. 

He came out firſt in colour red, audall over rough, as an hairy garment, for 
which cauſc his name was called Eſaz, which hgne made as one that 
was ſtronger than ordinary children be, and al! over covered with 
haire. In him the Lord ſhewed the freedome of his ele&ion, as the 
ApoRtienores, Rom. 9. For, Before the children were borne, or, had dowe 
g00407 evill, it was ſaid, T he elder ſhall ſerve the younger, God choſe nor 
him bur 7aceb, though they were borne both ofthe ſame Parents,and 
at th» ſame burden, 

Now concerning his life, we muſt conſider; 1. That which was 
Bb 2 good 


————— 


Eſas his birth, 


a1” - Gen The Exampleof Cnar.26, | 


good therein, 2, That which was evill. 3. His proſperity. 4, His 
croſſes and miſeries. 
x. His good :For the firſt, ſome things he did that for matter were good and \ 
quality. commendable, as even a bad man may have ſomegood rhings found 4 
ts ro in big. The firſt good thing was, that he did ſhew good reſpedt un- 
unto Iſaec bis | tO 7ſaac his Father, For he was glad togratific him in his dier, bring- 
—_—_ ing home the Veniſon that he caught, of which was made dainty 
| mear, which the old man loved to teed upon, and when he came to 
him to preſent his Veniſon, according to his Fathers appointment, 
that he might receive the bleſſing from his Father, he ſpake reverent- 
ly unto him, For when he brapght the meate realy prepared for his 
\ eating, be ſaid thus rphim, Let my Father eriſe andeat of his ſons V cat 
ſon, that thy ſoule may bleſſe mee, Chap. 27.31. and after ver, 34. Bleſſe | 
me, evew me alſo,0 my Father, and ver, 38. Haſt thou but one bleſſing my 
Father, bleſſe me, even me alſo, 0my Father. Though his Father had gi. / 
ven the bleſſing to 7acob his brother, yet he doth not rage and grow 1n- 
to paſſionate expoſtalations, but with gentle and reverent termes,and 
with teares, and with prayers ſeekes to ger ſome bleſſing from him. 
This proveth evidently, that he carried a reverentefteeme of his Fa- 
ther in his heart, and honoured him duly, The ſame love and reſpe& 
he ſhewed to //aac after, for when his wrath was kindled againſt his 
brother Zacob, and that he mindcd to revenge himſelfe by killing [4. 
4 cob: Yethercſolved to forbeare rill 7/aac was dead, that he might not 
procure too much griefe and ſorrow to him in his old age, and there. 
fore it is recorded, that he ſaid, The dayes of mourning for my Father are 
at haxd, then will Tkill my brother 14c66, ver, 41, He would not have de- 
ferred the murder of his brother for Iſaacs ſakerill after his death, but 
that he bare ſome reſpe& and _ will unto his Father. And hee 
ſhewed the ſame reſpe unto him after, Chap. 28. 6. For when hee 
perceived his Father had bleſſed 7acob, and ſent him to fetch a wife 
from Padan Aram, and not totake any Canaanitiſh woman, and that ; 
|the daughters of Canaan which he had married difpleaſed his Fa- | 
| cher, he wentto his Vncle 1ſhmae!, and rooke his daughter Mahalath 
; towife, ſeeking as well as his wit could ſerve, to pleaſe his Father in 
that latter match, although indeed he went not rightly to work in 
that marriage neither. Some care you ſee he ſhewed to give his Fa- 
ther content, though he had not wifdome enough to order himſel}fe 
rightly for thatend. 
| Thus this Zſas, though he wanted grace, and feared not God, yer 16 
{he bare love and reverence in-ſome degree asacarnall man could un. | 
'tobis Father 7/auc ; wholoved him dearely, and ſo he requited his 6: 
{ love againe, with ſuchakinde of love as might be found in an un- F 
ſanctified perſon. Now all you ſons and daughters that have Pa- 
rents living with you, or have had, come and lay your ſelves inthe 
ballance with E/an, and conſider if you have ſo much as equalled 


him in this kinde of imperfe& durifulnefſe rowards your Parents. 
| | He 


FE ——EEy 


UMI 


UMI 


an 


We 7? Eſan, CHap, 26. 


He out of a kinde of naturall inclination, or out of hope of being till 
kindly uſed and bleſſed of bis Father, ſhewed much reſpe&untohim 
divers wayes. Hath nature, have carnall ends prevailed ſomuch with 
youtoencline your hearts to your parents , as they prevailed with 
Eſau > If ſo, yet boaſt not ofthis, thinke not much the better of your 
| ſelves, theſe kinde of ſhadows of vertues, cannot prove you to be god- 

ly children,nor afford you found comfort, becauſe themſelves be nor 
ſound and perfe&t. You have no great reaſon to pleaſe your ſelves, 
becauſe you are as good as Eſa, an unſanified man, and one of 
whom we can give little hope,but that he was a caſta-way.1 ſay there- 


of this painted and counterfeir goodnefſe, But if otherwiſe it be, 
| and that it is evident you come far ſhort of Eſau, and have not decla. 
red ſo muchregard of your parents as he hath done, then how bad 
muſt you account your ſelves, that are much more finfull even than 
'an Eſau might have been? And ir is cleare, that divers children be 
far worſe than this bad ſon of aac, for they ſhewno reverence, no 
ſubmiſſion to their aged Parents, bur apparently ſleighrt them in 
word anddeed; grumbleat them, chafe againſt them, carry them. 
ſelves cuttedly, and curriſhly rowards them, if at any time they be 
croſſed by them, will not be held from following their own evill 
deſires, as Eſau was from killing his Brother, by a deſire nor to grieve 
them, but wilfully run on in their wicked courſes, even though they 
ſee and know that their wicked carriage doth greatly affli& and tor- 
ment their Parents; but purpoſely ſome do things to torment them. 
O, ſin hath a greater ſway and dominion in ſuch childrens hearts than 
it had in Eſaxs, and they are far more wicked than he was. Yea,when 
they ſee their Parents diſpleaſed with their wayes, yet they have not 
ſo much deſire togivethem content as Eſa# had, nor do not ſo much 
as labour inany manner, though never fo poorely, to give them any 
ſatisfa&tionar all. Woe, woe unto ſuch children; what can he ex- 
ped from God, that is a viler ſon than Eſas was > Let ſuch ſhame 


| themſelves by his example, and now receive reproofe with meekneſs, 


and greatly repent of their undutitulneſſe, if ever they purpoſe toat- 
rain pardon. And now, let all children that deſire toenjoy in them- 
ſelves the comfort of being the children and choſen of God, ſtrive to 
ourſtrip Eſas in filiall obedience and duty, Ler them for conſcience 
ſake to God, put on a larger meaſure of love, and a greater reverence 
rorheir Parents, labouring to pleaſe them in all things, inthe Lord, 
& out of conſcience,to ſubmit themſelves unto them, & honor them 
becauſe God hath required it at their hands, and to labour to for- 
beare all fin, as inan holy regard to God,ſo in partalſo, outofa feare 
tovexand kill their godly Parents, whoſe tender affeQion to them 
cannot but cauſe that their wicked carriage ſhall prove a mighty cor. 
raſiveuntotheir ſoules. Be as good as Eſas, yea in this matter be you 
far better than be, content not thy ſelfe to be even with a miſerable 


fore, fatisfie not your ſelves, be not good in your own eyes becauſe | 


17 
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Bbz3 Eſa | 
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2. He was mel- 
tcd with h's 
brothers lo. 
ving, kinde, 
bumble carri- 
age. 
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3-He was not 
greedy of gifts 


| | brother Zxcob, for though he went againſt him wich foure hundred 


| hee Goates, and as many Rams, with thirty milch Camels and their 
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Eſau in dutifulneſſe ro your Parents. Another thing in Eſau we have 
recorded in Scripture, which is cemmendable, and chat towards his 


men, intending to take a ſharp revenge by killing him ar leaſt, if nor 
his wives and children too, yet when he ſaw his brothers loving, and 
kinde, and humble carriage, in ſending him arich preſent, and in 
bowing down and ſaluting him with his face to the ground ſeaven 
times; his naturall affeion prevailed againſt his former unruly 
paſſion, and he handled him very curteouſly, and ran to him, wept on 
his neck, kiſſed him, gave him kinde words, invited him ro his coun- 
trey, and would have left off his ſervants with him to do him ſervice, 
and ſo returned, and did him no hurt art all. 

Every man ſees that this was well! done of Eſau. Come and imi. 
tate him, and if you have been tranſported with rage againſt any, ſpe. 
cially againſt a brother for any true or imaginary iniquity; yet when 
ſubmiſſiveneſle and curtehie is ſhewed unto you, let it melt you, ler 
it win you, pacific, appeaſe you, and cauſe your paſſion to deparr, 
and though you have intended,attempted,and begun to uſe violence, 
yetcaſt out ſuch thoughts, forbeare the exccution of ſuch evill pur- 
poſes, and turn your violence into kindnefe and humanity. Be better 
than Eſav, - and do this to any man, as he toa brother, and withour 
ſuch gifts and fubmiſhon, which he did by ſuch inducements, and 
ſhew loveand kindneſle for very conſcience, as he did out of natural 
paſſion ſtriving in him: Yea, if any man have been imbittered againſt 
another for any cauſe, and hath ſo far yeelded to his own fury, as to 


Eſau did, go back in the middeſt of his enterpriſe, and not ſaffer him- 
ſelfe tobe ſoconfirmed in wickednefle, as to go through with finfull 
deſignes, Let the feare of God, thechecks of conſcience, the ap. 
prehenfion of Gods diſpleaſure againſt the doers of ſuch things, even 
reclaime you in the middeſt, as naturall kindneſſe did this finfull 
man, Benot ſatisfied to doas well as Eſar inthis caſe, but exceed 
him, and doe far better than he, that you may ſhew your ſelves to 
have that grace of which Eſas was deſtitute, 

Farther Eſas, for matter of goods, ſhewes himſelfe not to beex. 
treamly greedy and worldly minded, for when his brother had ſenr 
unto him a great drove of cattle, eveya gitt of great value, Gez. 32. 
I4, 15. Two hundred ſhee Goares, and as many Ewes, with twenty 


Colts, and forty Kine, and ten Buls, and twenty ſhee Aﬀes with ten 
Foales. I ſay a rich and gay booty, he did earneſtly and heartily re. 
fuſe the ſame, ſaying, Chap. 33.9. 71 haveenongh my brother, keep that 
which a thine owne, andwould not rake it but upon urgent preſſing : 
Firſt, it is ſaidver. 11, He nrged him, and he took it. Now will you 
not ſhew your ſelves as good men as Eſau in this caſe > Know when 
you have enough, be not greedy of gifts, and when your late is 


already 


begin to do naughtily in ſeeking revenge; O let him doas well as |: 
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alrcady rich and abundanr, ſeek not to get into your bands though 
it be by recciving a gift, that which is anothers. O that Eſau ſhould 
be able to ſay, | have enough, keep that which is thine, and many that 
| be Chriſtians inſhew, ſhould nor be able todifcerne when they have 
enough, but ſhould be as eager to get even by worſe meanes, or as 
bad as this,even by taking gifts and bribes for doing buteven juſtice, 
or which is worſe, for doing injuſtice, and ſhould by oppreſſion and 
harſh dealing even with poore and needy men, their Tenants and un- 
derlings, ſeek to get even more than enough. 

Ifany man amongſt you finde himſelfe ſo earthly diſpoſed, ler 
him earneſtly condemne himſelfe, and-ſay alas, what a flave am I to 
riches > that have nor yet ſo far denyed the world, but that I am 
more coverous and unjuſt than Eſan ſhewed himſelfe. 

If any ſay, yea, Eſaz did this towards a brother , 

E anſwer, doth not Chriftianity teach us to love our neighbours 
as our ſelves 2 

If any ſay, but though Ea ſaid he had enough, yer it may be,thar 
he thoughr not ſo 

I anſwer, In ſaying ſo,he ſhews he thought he was ſoat that time, 
and knew he ſhould be {o, therefore ſhould a good man that would 
be counted far better than Eas ſer himſelfe to be fo indeed, andat 
all times ? | | 

Come then, you that have eſtates large enough to afford you all 
due content, come [ ay, and learne of Eſaz to know when you have 


enough, and nor ſtrive to get more by any greedy, unjuſt and oppreſ- 


five courſe. 

Let others enjoy their owne, and be you content with your owne, 
yea goe yet farther, and be content to loſe fome of you owne to thoſe 
thatare poore, and in necefſity, and far lower and meaner than your 
ſelves. 

But laft of all, Eſau joyned with his brother 74cob in burying his 
Father Iſaac, and ſoat once ſhewed his reſpeQ to his Father, in doing 
that laſt duty, and his perfe& reconciliarion to his brother, in joyn- 
ing with him to doe ir. Learne you to ſhew honour to your Parents 
in the laſt a&, and ler not an old grudge ſtick ſoin your ſtomacks, as 
to hinder you from doing any good work becauſe you cannotbring 
your hearts to be partners with thoſe that have offended you. Zſar, 
Eſas (hall riſe in judgement againſt you, if you continue ſtill ro have 
ſuch a coare againſt them from whom you have received injury, as 
that their preſence will keep you from doing good workes with them 
in their company, and in their ſociety. | 

And theſe beall the good things which I can call to mindethat 
the Scripture tels of thisevillman. Let us therefore paſſe on tothe 
conſideration of his faults, which are more, and greater. 


yet 


i. ———_ * 


| Andfirſt ingenerall, though he lived more than forty yeares in 
his Fathers houſe a religious man, and a carefull worſhipper of God, 
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2. His partj- 
cular faults, 

I. He gave 
himſelf whol- 
ly ro hunting, 
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ycthelived there as an hypocrite, and got no true goodnefſle, as ap- 
peares by that he was not kept from fratricide,or brother-murdering, 
by any conſcience to God, but alone by a kinde of love and reſpe& 
to his Father. Look to your ſelves I pray you, you that be children 
of godly Parents, and have beentrained up by them as well as they 
knew how, look to your ſelves, that you continue not finfull, and 
wicked, and bypocrites at the laſt, ſuch I meane, as care notto get 
the true knowledge of God, but continue till lovers and ſervants of 
ſion, though you have a little forme of godlinefle, to forbeare ſome 
fins, and doe ſome good things for your Parents ſake. This is to be 
an Eſaw, even toenjoy the meanes of grace and ſalvation in a godly 
houſe, and there to conforme a little outwardly, and toabſiaine from 
ſome ſins out of reſpe& ro the Governours, though you have no true 
conſcience to God. Search your hearts you wives,children, ſervants, 
that are educated, and live under the roofe of good men in the 
Church of God, under good meanes, and ſee your miſery, if you be 
no better than this man was. And now labour to profit by the means 
of grace, to get the truth of grace cauſing you to ſtand in awe of God, 
and rodepart from all wickedneſſe, outof due obedience to his Ma- 
jeſty, thar it may be ſaid of you, theſe and theſe, and all fins you re- 
ſolve toleave, not for ſiniſter reſpeAs of this or that perſon; or thing, 
of a Father, or the like, but out of love to God, and a truedefire to 
honour him that hath taken you tobe his people. Thinke not well of 
your ſelves becauſe ſome ſelf-reſpe,or humane conſideration keeps 
you from running into groſler fins, but ſtrive to imprint ſuch a filiall 
regard to the living God in your hearts, that may cauſe you to ſhun 
all wickedneſle for the Lords ſake, and then you may comfortably 
ſay in your ſelves, now I know I ama true member of the Church, 
and not as Eſa was, at leaſt then, a rotten, and a withering, and a 
fruitlefſe branch, that bringerh forth leaves alone and no good fruit, 

But let us more particularly ſearch into Eſas : 
- Firſt, in reſpe& ofhis carriage of himſelfe in reſpe& of outward 
things : then of his carriage for matters of religion, and the things of 
God. Thirdly, His behaviour to his Parents, Laſtly,to his brother. 

For the firſt, bis life was very faulty in the manner of his orders for 
the world, for in his younger time he gave himſelfe wholly rohunt- 
ing, as it is ſaid of him, Gen. 25, 27. The boyes grew up, and Eſau was 
a cunning Hunter, a mar of the ficld , He meaneth a gallant fellow thar 
gave himſelfe to little elſe bur the ſport of hunting, and was ſtill, 
in the field following that ſport. He was a rich mans ſon, and his 
Father had great meanes, and allowed him enough, wherefore he 
cared not for any uſefull kinde of living, but followed ſports and jol- 
lity, and by name was agreat hunter ſtill inthe fields, to pleaſe him- 


| ſelfe in that humour. Is not this alſothe common ſin of many richer 


perſons > whoas they bad wealth given them to be fewell to idle- 
nefle and voluptuouſneſſe, give themſelves over to ſports, and ſome 
to 
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to this of hunting, and regard not to profit in any good ſtudy of pro. 
firable trade of life. Eſaus hunting may ſeeme nor co have been ac- 
cording toour preſent cuſtome, with kennels of hounds, but with 
bow and quiver, as it is noted, Chap. 25. Bur howſoever, he was ſer 
wholly upon ſports, and ſold himſelfe to that kinde of delight, ler- 
ing goe other things of better note and uſe, Surely then, it is a ſin to 
live voluptuouſly, to have none other calling bur paſtimes and vaine 
ſpores, to make that ones occupation,that ſhould be alone his recrea- 
tion, and ro ſpend him(elfe in ſuch a trifling vaine thing that ſhould 
be uſed as a triflle alone, to refreſh our ſelves after matters of greater 
conſequence, Nimrod was an hunter, Iſhmael was an archer, Eſa 4 


cure ſpeaketh of with diſgrace ? and not theirs rather, who have an 


an account for your expence of time,muſt wenor anſwer to God how 
we have lived, how we have beſtowed our dayes and houres, will this 
be a good anſwer > I ſpent the day in hunting, hawking, carding, di- 
cing, and ſo I did fromtime to time, one day at one ſport or merry 
meeting, another, at another, butall in ſuch toyes, Can you bee ſo 
fond as to imagine or beleeve, that God for this cauſe gave you wir, 
ſences, lives, health, ſtrength, wealth,and other like meanes ofdoing 

ood 2 
n See this fault now, ſo many as are guilty, and ſet your felves to a 
more profitable kinde of living, orelſethe day will come when you 
ſhall bootleſly wiſh that you had neverbeen, O fo lay out your life, 
that the world and your ſelves may be the better for it, Live as Ab74- 
ham and Iacob did, not as Eſas, follow ſome ſtudy, follow ſome good 
husbandry. 

| Live, as thoſe that know there is another life after this, and that 
there be more weighty and honourable things todoe than playing 
and ſporting : Take heedof bringing your ſelves into the namber of 
thoſe that are Lovers of pleaſures, more than lovers of God, If you ſay, 
why > Thendo you condemne all uſe of ſports, as hunting, fowling, 
or the like 2? 
| TIanſwer, no, I doe not, but I ſay, let not this ina manner be the 
totall ſaemmeof your employment, Have figures, as well as cyphers 
inthe number of your dayes, ler theſe kindes of exerciſes have ſome 
{mall quantity of time for your refreſhment, bur ſpend your ſelves 
in berter things, orelſe you ſhall be cenſured with S. 7ames his cen- 
ſure, Tou have lived in pleaſure upon earth, and then I am ſure you ſhall 
live in torment when you muſt leave the carth. . 

Bur another fault we have in Eſav, for the manner of his hunting; 
ver. 29, He came fromthe field, and was faint, he followed his paſtime 
aver. eagerly and exceſſively, and knew not how to breake ir off in 
due time, till very hunger and faintneſſe brought him home, Sore 


field man; you reade no ſuch thing of Sem, Abraham, Iſaac, Tacob, | 
Why ſhould you follow the patterne of thoſe men whom the Scrip- | 
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reaſon will conclude that it muſt needs be folly and a {in to beſo 
bound to ſome ſport, that one knowes not a due ſeaſonof. leaving it 
off, but muſt run after it a long time together, till faintneſſe or hun- » 
ger follow. Tobceager after paſtimes, and ftay fo long at them as | 
if they were great matters, even t11] extreame wearine fſe and hunger 
take one off, and rather compel), than perſwade him to leave, this is 
an inordinate uſing of ſports. For theſe recreations are inthe very 
 wiſdome of nature appointed alone rocheere up the minde,when it is 
wearied with great imployments, that ir may be fitted the better for 
them afterwards : and they are not to be followed for their own ſakes, 
as not being worthy to bee made any part of the end of awiſe mans 
life, Now he that follows them with ſo immoderate eagerneſle, and 
ſo long together, makes itappeare that he doth rot uſe them as their 
nature requireth, and inſtead of fitting himſelfe for better ations by 
them, doth alcogether unfic himſelfe for any good action, For what 
can he performewell , that hath toiled himſelte ina toy till hee bee | 
quite ſpent ? : | 

Learnel pray you to ſce this fault in your ſelves, and amend it, 
even ſtaying too long at your gawdes, following them ſuch a ſpace 
oftime together, or with ſuch great violence, that you be-even tired 
and ſpent by them. Sports muſt be done ſportingly, not with the 
like ſeriouſneſle, and earnefineſle, as ſerious matters, A ſmall deale 
of rime ſhould be allotted for matters of ſmall value, for ſeeing time 
is precious, togive much of a precious thing for that which is a very 
meane and worthleſſe thing, is ſurely to ſuffer ones ſelfe robe con- 
ſumed by tancy and paſſions, and not to walke rationally, and diſ- 
creetly. 

Lekede therefore not to ſuffer your ſelves robe brought under the 
bondage of any the moſt lawfull recreation, but to be able to breake 
off ſeaſonably. 

And when is the ſeaſon, ye may ask > 

I anſwer, when you have beſtowed ſo much time in them, as to 
have attained the proper end of them. As in meate and drink, a man 
ſhould forbear rotake more, when he hath received ſo much as is re- 
quiſite for the ends of tood. So in ſports. | 

And every mans diſcretion will tell him, unleſſe he hath put out 
his eyes by making himſelfe a bondman to paſtimes, that the end is 
to fithim for better matters, by preſerving the health, and maintain- 
ing the vigour and cheerefulneffe of his body and minde. He muſt 
not tarry at them as long as he can, ortill he be weary; but when he 
hath been ſo long conſtant in them as-is fitto ſtir and exerciſe his| | 
body, and prepare him for ſerious matrers, then mult he leave them | _ | 
off, and goe to ſerious matters. And I pray you, let me propound to 
your conſiderations a fit rule for the meaſuring of your time for 
ſports. Will not ſanRified reaſon tel] you that you ought not to 
beſtow more time in recreations, though never fo honeſt, ro refreſh 

your 
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| the ſword which were Gods enemies, and whom he appointed tobe 
| ſopurſued,is a good thing and honourable;and ſuch as thoſe worthy 
| men before named did much delight in. Sothen ro makewarres and 
| tirres, by invading others, and picking and ready accepring any oc- 
caſionof quarrell forthe raiſing of a Monarchie or Principalitieto | 


Give not more houres uſually to theſe baſeſt of all things, playes and 
zames, thao to thoſe moſt uſefull of all things, reading the Scrip. 
cures, Prayer, Meditations, and thoſe things that are next to ſpiriru- 
all duties :n value and uſetulneſle, ſtudying fome worthy knowledge, 
or doing ſome profitable buſineſſe in your callings. Let nor the 
more worthy thing be ſet behinde the lefſe worthy : let not the Vaſl- 
{all be ſer above his Soveraign, and have more honour than his Lord 
and King. | 

Another fault in Fſas inregard of his converſation about earthly 
things is, that when he came now to be an ageder man, and ſaw it 
vainto follow paſtime, he fell, as Iſaac tels him, Gez, 27. 40, By thy 
ſword ſhalt thou live, He made himſelfe great by war. The ſword was 
not appointed togetlands and livings withall, but to defend and 
maintaine men againſt unjuſt violence, and to puniſh offenders and 
malcfa&tors. But Eſar followed the wars to make himſelfe great, as 
ithath been uſed much formerly, and is now. Men would fightwich 
others to cake away their lands and goods from them, and to make 
themſelves poſſeſſours and Lords of their countries, to get riches, 
command, and glory,and make themſelves great in worldly reſpeQs, 
they would berake themſelves to weapons and fighting. This is, ſo 
far as I candiſcern, a fault and fin, I ſay, to take occaſion of warring, 
and making bartailes, towin mens lands and goods from them. 

If you ſay, how was this a part of 1ſaacs bleſſing ro Eſas, if itwere 


I anſwer ; Iſaacs meaning is, to relate what outward proſperity 
Eſau ſhould have:ſo that he doth not juſtifie all the meanes he ſhould 
uſe to make himſelfe great, butalone ſhewes,tbar be ſhould begrear, 
and obtain agallanr countrey. It isa kinde of temporall bleſſing to 
overthrow in war, and to conquer, though one deale not juſtly in that | 
matter of war, Indeed if men may live by their ſword, where is} 
the rule of equity, Doe you 4s you wonld bee done by; where is the, 
following after peace > which all are commanded to follow with : 
all, Where is that threac, or curſe become > Vhich Davidpro- 
nouncerh from God by way of jaſt imprecation againſt ſuch, $catter 
the peoplethat aclizhtinwar : Such kinde of war as is enterprized to 
make a living of, and to get away other mens'poſſeſhons, for elſe to 
fight Gods battailes, as /oſ#ah and David did, in purſuing them with 


himſ(elfe, is a finne, and, fo farre as I ſee it, was Eſevs finne, who by 
his {word madehimſelfe owner of ſuch a Countric,as withio a little 
rime his poſteritie was raiſed to agreat Kingdome for he diſpol: 


| you; bodies then in ſpirituall and holy duties to edibe your foules. | 
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ſeſſcd the inhabitants ot Mount Seir, and erected the beginning of 

the ki:gdome of Edom, Indeed, tolive by ones ſword,or by his wits, 
may well diſpute for the precedency in finfulnefſe. The one cou- 
zens, the other kils, the one uſeth ſecret tricks, the other open force. 
The one armeth it ſelfewith fraud, the other with violence. The one 
hurts men in goods, the other in life roo; the one w1ll have it be- 
cauſe he can over-reach you inwit, the other becauſe he can oyer- 
maſter you in ſtrength; the one careth not ſo he can beguile you, whe- 
ther he have iuſt title or no, the other careth not ſo he can beate you, 
whether his title be good or not, the one breaketh the eighth and 
ninth Commandements, the other the eighth and ſixth Comman. 
dements: nevera better of them, but that rheworſe,which is joined 
with more crueltie and bloudinefſe. And Eſas had a kind of preſage 
of his fierce and bloudie nature, when he looked ſo red at his very. 
birth, and when he was affe Qed with the red colour of the potrage, 
ſored, fored, in reſpedt whereof alſo his name began to be called 
Edom,which Ggnifieth red, 

Here you may ſee what anerring judgement man hath ſince his 
fall, for how bave men honoured Conquerours and great fi;hters,and 
ſouldiers; whereas if the war was entred into, not out of compulſion 
ro defend.or our uf juſtice to punith publike injuries againſt Cities, 
or Common-wealths, or Countries, it was meere robbery and mur- 
der : they were bur great Pyrates, and great Theeves, and great mur- 
derers; and y«t the fooliſh blindneſſe of men will needs give them 
honour and good eſtceme, 

But I need nor diſgrace war to you, only this you muſt norte, that 
Eſas which gave himſclfe in his younger time to nothing elſe bur 
ſports afterwards gave himſclfe tonothing elſe but war and ſpoiles. 

Ofr voluptuous youth many times ends inan injurious old age. 
| They ſer up them elves by bad meanes at laſt , which gave them. 
ſelves toyanity and toyes before, Thus much of Zſazs converſation 
in reſpe& of theſe carthly things : Now ſee his behaviour in reſpe& 


And herein he was ſo bad a liver, thatthe Apoſtletals him a pro. 
phane fellow, and warnes all of us not to be prophane as he was, 

His prophanneſſe ſhewed irſelfe in twoacs : 

Firſt, in ſelling his birth-right. 

- Secondly, indeſpiſing it, and that continually, and with great 
careleſneſſe, ſo ſhall you reade inthe Story of Ges, 25.31, 32. The 
matter was thus, Eſacame hungry and faint from hunting /acebbad 
made red pottage, Eſaus hunger made his eye apt to be taken with 
the lively colour of thered broth; he was as hungry men be, very ca- 
ger after food, and prayes his brother to give him ameſſe of the red 
portage. 7acob ſaith, Sell me thy birth-right then, that is, paſſe over to 
neall thoſe priviledges that appertaine tothee as the ejder brother, 
aadon that condition I will give thee broth enough : Ef/as thinkes, 


perhaps 
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perhaps alſo he ſaid ſotoo,l am going rodie, I cannot conceive that 
he meanes, I am now ready for hunger to give up the ghoſt,and muſt 
needs die, if I have not inſtantly ſome ofthis food, for ſuch faintneſſe 
would ſcarce have given him leave to have entred into ſuch a parle, 8& 
!ſaacs houſe, or ſome in it would have afforded the yong maſter ſome- 
thing to have kept him fro ſtarving. Bur I ſuppoſe he meaneth, I muſt 
ſhortly die, & the inheritance that is ro follow of this birthrightr,isof 
this land for many years hence, & rherfore this birth-right wil do me 
no good,and ſo he is content to ſell it, 8 to confirm the bargain with 
an oath.Lo here is one a& of prophanneſſe, He ſhews that he did not 
care for heaven & life eternal, wherof that land was a type and figure, 
or that he did not take notice of it asa type and figure of heaven, and 
therefore is content to ſell it, as we uſe to ſpeak,dogcheap, for a mor- 
ſellofmear,or a meſle of potrage. To part with the things that are 
fignes & means of attaining eternall life, for the baſe & trifling mar- 
ters of this life, & if he cannot have both, to chooſe rather to have the 
earthly,8& letthe ſpiricuall go,lo this is I ſay prophanneſs. A ſercing 
of carthly trifling good things,as it were a meſs of goad broth; before 
the fignes and outward means of attaining life everlaſting,even thoſe 
chings that (hould do us ſpiritual good,by helping us tograce & glo.- 
ry,this I ſay is prophanneſſe, this is Eſaus offence. The birthrighr car- 
ried with it divers things. 1, The ſoveraignty & chief government of 
the family. 2. The prieſthood allo, and right to beas the miniſter of 
che whole family.z. Here and in this caſe, intereſt torhe land of Ca- 
naan,asa type of heaven, & to the continuance of the viſible Church, 
andthe meanes of grace and ſalvation in his poſterity & family, all 
which were tranſlated to 7acos with the birthright. Now Eſauan hun- 
ting fellow, that gave himſelfro his Croſs-bow and ſports, he either 
had not informed himſelfof theſe matters, or did nor heed them nor 
conſider them, therefore he lets all goe for a good meſle of portage. 
Brethren, prophanneſle is a fearfull fin, I meane to have ſo little e- 

ſteem of the outward meanes of ſalvation, as to part with them for a 
ſong as we ſay.But yet an higher degreeof prophanneſſe. He went his 
way and deſpiſed his birth-righr, he never conſidered of his folly af- 
rerwards to repent heartily of it, and foto ſeek pardon, and (though 
not the recovering of his birth-right, yet) to bee ſtill admitted as a 


for it,it never grieves nor troubles him that hehad ſold ir, let ir go, as 
if it had been ſcarce fo much worth as he paid for -it. So the fin is 
grievous, to deſpiſe and contemne as vain and uſeleſſe thoſe things 
that tend robring unto us ſpirituall graces, andeternall life, © 


| the meanes of grace, you care not for the word of God, for the Sacra- 
ments, for praying, 8c. The leaſt outward benefit will make you part 


I 


{with theſe helps to lifeeternall,you think them not worth any thing, 
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member of Iſaacs family, and ſo to enjoy the priviledges that were | 
promiſed to him and his ſeed, but evende{piſcth it, hecares nora pin | 


Now brethren, be not many of you ſuch, that ſet lizhr and deſpiſe | 
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you can be perſwaded to part with them for any little gaine,” orthe 
like. Nay, do not ſome of you deſpiſe them 2 count it a tolly to 
make ſo much adoc about them , and would nor care a ruſh, .if you 
ſhould never come at Word,or Sacrament more,never uſe prayer any 
more, If any bee ſodiſpoſed, as the lives of many ſhew they be, ler 
them conſider that they ſkall in yvaindreameof having the bleſſing, 
even the ſpirituall bleſſing of Gods favour, and life eternall : Eſau 
could not prevaile by any teares and intreatics to have his Father give 
him a ſpirituall bleſſing, God by feare ſtrengthened 7/azcs heart a- 
gainſt all his intreaties, It may ſeem he would fain have had the ble{- 
ſing of Abrabam, which carries with ita ſpirituall bleſſing, ſome con- 
fuſed notion it is like he had of heaven, that muſt be given to 4Abra- 
hams childrev, and that muſt go along in the family of Abraham, and 
Iſaac, and their ſeed, this he would fain have had, and ina fir weepes 
hard,and did much deſire to make his Father repent of his being de- 
ccived, and bleſſing 14cob,but he could not prevaile, If himſclfe had 
ſought at Gods hand to give him repentance for his prophanneſſe 


thing-he ſought alone, he would have had his Father to have changed 
his minde,end given him aſſurance of heaven. Such a confuſed defire 
of heaven may be found in the heart of a profane man, bur when in 
this maner they would inherite the blſſing, they ſhall not. They thar 
care not for the birth-right, ſhall miſſe of the bleſſing ; they that re- 
gard notthe outward ſigns & means of life eternall, ſhall never attain 
life eternall. A profane man,acontemner of religion 8& religious ſer- 
vices of God, ſhall never go toheavenwithout amendment, O ifany 
of you be ſuch, now let Zſavs example ſtir you up to repentance, & re- 
formation,and be no more profane, as was Eſav. But 2. ſtir up your 
ſelves tobe truly devour,make great account of Gods Ordinances,to 
which he hath annexed the promiſe of life. Make high account of the 
Sacraments, Word, Prayer, Theſe be his Ordinances,to have the in. 
tereſt and injoyment of them, is to havethe birth-righe : O eſteeme 
them higbly for that excellent purpoſe to which they are aſſigned, & 
ſeek grace in them, that you may attaine ſalvation by chem, which 
thoſe that do,are followers of 7ac96,and notof Eſav,and ſhall ſpeed as 
1cob.ButthelaſtaRofprofanneſlc in Eſav was worſt of all: He leaves 
the land of Canaan,and of his owneaccord goes away to Mount Seir 
from 74cob, becauſe he found it not ſo commodious an habitation, He 
and his brother could not dwell cogether there, & he would not dwell 
in Tents as 1ſauc & 7acobyto ſhew bimſelfan heir through hopeof the 
ſame promiſes, & ſo this was an utter forſaking ofall care of true reli- 
gion, & turning meer worldly and earthly. O rake heed that none of 
| you ſuffer profaneneſs to take ſo ſtrong ahold,ang ſettle ſodeeproor- 
ing inyou, that you ſhould quite and cleane give over all ſhew of 
piety, and follow the world wholly altogether and profeſſedly. 

He is profane that hath no great care of heaven,at leaſt nor atall to 
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and other fins, he ſhould nothave been rejeQed,; but that was nor the | 
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ger 2race,and therefore firſt makes no great reckoning of,nextdeſpi- 
{cth, ad after relinquiſherh,and caſterh off the fignes and meanes of 
' gracethat God hath appointed, O letnor any of you be ſuch, periſh 
not after the example of Eſas naughtineſſe, bur ler his badneſſe 
{ teach you te feare to be bad in the ſame kinde, and labour tobe de- 
vout, holy, and religious, that you may be ſaved. 
Yet more faults muſt be ſpokenof, towards his Father and Mother 
hedid not ſhew that duereſpe&t which he ought unrothem, tor he 
marricd Cananitiſh wives,againſt their good liking you may be ſure 
which proved an heart-breaking unto them, and when he thought to 
mend the matter in ſuper-adding the daughter of ſhmacl, he went yer 


{ inthe ſame roade that before, not craving their advice and courſell, 


burdid it of his own bead, which though he were now married, hee 
| ſhould not have done ſo long as he lived, as then it may ſeeme he did 
live under their roofe, Beware you children of this fin of Eſau, wrong 
not the authority of God and your parents both, by marrying withouc 
their conſent, liking,or privity; whether 1s it ſafe,betrer,8& more defi. 
rable to be [acebs imitators Gr Eſaus>but of that I have ſpokenalready. 

Another rank of faults ſee towards his brother. Firſt, he accuſeth 
him for beguiling him of his birth-right, which was a falſe accuſati. 


tgnorance and contempt of the worth thereof, ſold it away for a poore 


his faults upon others,if they have any colour fotodo, itwere better 
plainly to confeſſe and rake the blame unto ones ſelf, than ro double 
che fault by covering itwith falſhood ſpringing from ſelf-love : Let 
no man ſay, that another hath deceived him of that which he hath 
fondly caſt away,or the like. But when 7acob had indeed beguiled him 
of rt: blefſing,which I cannot tell how toexcuſe, then he hated him. 
It is a grievous offence to be ſo imbitrered, ſpecially againſt a bro- 
ther,or kinſman,as te entertain hatred againſt him. Thou ſhalt zot hate 
thy neighbour in thine heart, Love your enemnnes, do good tothem that dp evill 
t0 you, ſaith our Saviour, This is far from being like God,and fo from 
being a fruit of the Spirit of Chriſt, who loved his enemies. Should 
not the Image of God ina man prevaile more to make one love, than 
his own injury to make him hate. If any of you be an Eſauite in this 
thing, an hater of one that hath done him wrong, let him be aſſured 
that it is a great ſin, and if he excule it, defend ir, deny it, will nor ſee 
it, nor carefully reſiſt ir, let him be aſſured that his fin is nor pardon- 
ed. Hethat ſaith he loveth God, and hateth his brother, « a lyar : and hee 
that ſaith he is a childeof God,and is not a lover of God,is a lyar too. 
You may ask me whatit is to hate ones brother > I anſwer. 
There is a paſſion of hatred,and a habit of hatred, and both work in 
twodegrecs. 
| Thepaſſionofhatred is a kinde of averſneſſe, and riſing of the 
| heart againſt a man when one ſees him, ſo rhat hee cannor away 


A 


on, for he could not couzen him of that, but himſelf out of a profane- 


price,a mefſe of pottage. But man is everready tocaſt the blame of 


5, He ſhewed 
not due re» 
ſpe&ro his 
Parents. 


6, He falſely 
accuſed his 
brothers 


7, He hated 
his brother, 
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brother. 
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Git N. The Exampleof Guav. 26. 


with him, norcan/ſpeake unto, or looke curteouſly, or peaccably 
upon him, - but ones countenance fals when he ſees him, and he even 
turnes away, and by his good will would have nothing to doe with 
him. Tobe ſodiſpoſed toa man in reſpe& of his foule.and wicked 
carriage, is not a fin; but to beaffeRed in reſpe of an injury, is this 
ſinfull bating ofhim. But the habit of hatred is, when the heart is 
ſoſerled in this alienation and cftrangement, that it grows towith 
and deſire, and ſeceke his hurt ; now ſometimes theſe paſſions, and 
theſe grudges be ſeen, lamented, reſiſted, and by degrees overcome; 
here hatred ruleth not : ſometimes a man will not ſee his fin in ſuch 
batred, and taketh no paines to chaſe this ſowre leavenout of his 
heart. This over-ruling hatred is a finnethat cannot ſtand. with true 
charity to God. O take heed of it, ſee it, amend it, and be no longer 
like E/as ! 
Next, henot alone intends to kill his brother, but comforts him- 
ſelf in that thought, as you may reade, Gey. 27. 44. It is a fearefull 
thing toreſolve upon murder, and that with delight and pleaſure, 
ſothat the heart concludeth rocommir it ſo ſoone as ſuch and ſuch a 
tis removed, or fit occaſion offered,and that fo ſetledly,as not con. 
ſcionable obedience to God, but alone ſome meere reſpe& to men 
doth hinder the accompliſhment. So the Phariſees reſolved to kill 
Chrift, only fearing the people they forbeared , it was glad newes to 
them when 7d offered his ſervice to betray him. This is to give 
ones ſelfe over as a ſervant to fin, and cannot be found in any childe 
of God, at leaſt, not uſually or often. Doe any of you ſinne thus in 
any kinde > Vhar ſhould I call you but Eſass ? and I beſcech you 
co take heed of malice, that it may not produce murther, and of all 
the inward motions to evill with allowance, for feare they produce 
the groſſeſt as ofevill. Nay, Eſaus malice ſtrived rwenty yea=:s in 
his breaſt, for he wentout againſt his brother when he returned from 
Paday Aram, Gen. 22, with foure hundred men after him, minding to 
deftroy him, but that God vouchſafed to ſtop him by putting a pal- 
fion of kindenefſe upon him. A great fin ir isto attempt greivous 
offences, though one be ſtopped in the middeſt, yea though the ſtop- 
pagegrow from ſome inward motion in himſelfe ; for this ſhewes 
that the heart was once fully bentunto it, but if ſome outward hin. 
derance alone have been the cauſe of irs not being done, -then the 
thankes of forbearance is leſſe. | 
Repent therefore of ſuch purpoſes and attempts, and ſhew your 
ſelves truly ſorrowfull and penitent, byconfeſfing to God the fin of 
attempting, and bleſſing his name for not permitring you to follow 


| your wicked deſires, 


3. His benefits | 
all remporall. 


His benefits, they were all temporall, The dew of heaven, andthe 
fatneſſeof the earth , He was rich, proſperous, mighty, a conquefour, 
had many children, yet he could never inherite the ſpirituall bleſ. 
{ ſing, though he would faine have had his Father to have repented, 


Carn, 
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| 


Cain, Iſhmael, Nimrod, Eſau, had temporall bleſſings, boaſt notof 
theſe things, thinke not your ſelves betterthan men for theſe things; 
His miſeries, except his lofſe of the birth-right, he had few tempo. | His aMicions 
rall croſſes, Heb. 12. 17, Take heed of carrying your ſelves ſo, that 


| itgoe not ill with your ſoules, that God plague you not 


| with ſpirituall plagues. For his death,the Scripture Hs death 1s 
| ſpeakes nothing of ir, herein 1ſhmael is ends. 
| preferred before Eſas. _ 
| "yp | | 
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THE EIGH IEENTH 


EXAMPLE. 


_ 


Or AB1MELECH, 


And the men of G E R A Re 


a CD N the ſervice of //a«c, the holy Ghoſt maketh 
þ # mention by the way, of ſome other per{ons with | 
whom Iſa«c had occafion to converſe, And firſt, 
be telleth of ſome paſſages betweene him and | 
Abimelech King of Gerar , then of the men of 
Gerar, Wee will therefore conſider of thoſe 
A things which are written concerning them. 

| Firſt then,of 46imelcch King of the Philiftins. 
Gen, 26. 1. Whether this were the ſame man with whom Abrahams | Gene26 1. 
| ſojourned, or ſome ſon, or ſucceſſour of his, ir is not certaine. 


But in him let us ſee what is commendable, and fir for our imita- —_ his 


tion, for the Story tellethnot of much fin in him. But we have ſome 
vertues of his mentioned, and one thing that is likely co be a fault, 
His vertues are theſe, | 

Firſt, he did not take Rebekkab from 1ſzcc, though he for feare af- | r.Herooke | 
firmed her tobe his ſiſter, when the men of the place asked him of > "my | 
her; but he left her alone with 7ſaec, perhaps to make triall yet far- chouohhe af- 


ther, whether ſhe were his witc or nor; it may be, remembring what oy 
had be his liſter. 


— 


LIMI 


. 


- 
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1 Ver. 8. 


{ 2, Heconſtru- | 
4 ed iſaacs (por- 


beſt {cnce, 


ZZ 


ting with Re» 
bekhab in the 


Ver. 9. 

3. He rold 1- 
ſac plainly of | 
his faulr, 


(It N. The Example of TC mk P.2.6. 


— 


had beendone before to Abraham, and with what ſucceſſe. Thar is 
praiſeworthy in him, and we muſt learne to be wary in our proceed- 
ings, and not preſently to do ſuch things as may be doubrfuli, whe. 
ther they be faults or not, but to take time to look thoroughly into 
matters before we adventure. | | 
Bur next, when he ſaw ſaac {porting with Rebekkab in a very fami- 
liar manner, he did not miſconſtrue this deed of theirs to the worſt 
ſence, condemning him of wantonnefle, and inceſt, as if he had becn 
ſonaught as to carry himſelfe over-familiarly to his ſiſter, bur con. 
ceived rather that ſhe was his wife, and that he would not have taken 
liberty tocarry biwſelte in that manner towards her, if ſhe had not 
been his wife - He'did well to take things in the beſt ſence as he did, 
forwhen he ſaw ſuch behaviours paſſe betweene theſe two, as were 


| not convenient betwixt any, any other but man and wife; he con- 


cludes, ſure ſhe is his wife, elſe he wonld not have ſported with her 
in that faſhion, and then goes and tels him what he conceiveth; ſo 
muſt we judge the beſt of the doubrfull things we ſee done by good 
men. | 

Had he been of a ſuſpitious and uncharitable diſpoſition, he would 
have paſſed a bitter ſentence both upon 7ſa«c and Rebekkah,, and 
thought this, without doubt this woman 1s a lighrwoman, and this 
mana libidinous and inceſtuous man.that ſhews ſuch geſtures to his 
ſiſter, whodid alſoentertaine him, but he thinketh rather, ſurely the 
man is ſo good a tnan that he would never. have been bold ro beare 
bimfelfe ſo amorouſly towards his fifter, and therefore, though hee 
ſaid ſhe was bis ſiſter, far feare or other conſiderations, yet verily ſhe 
is his wife, 

We muſt beas charitable in our cenſures of men,4s was this 46. 
melech, and not take leaveto thinke the worſt of any mans aQions, 
bur favourably interpret them, and make the faireſt conſtruction of 
chem that may be,Bur robe harſh in our ceſures of any man, & think 
be is naught, he meaneth wicked[y, this is a teſtimony of a heart 
guilry of as bad fins in himſelfe, and of one defirous to hide his 
owne eyes from his owne badnefle, by meaſuring others by himſelfe. 
For he that is himſelfe ready to doe evill, is prone to conclude, that 
others are as bad as himſelfe; and therefore, when he fees them doe 
ſuch athing as may poſſibly be meant ro anevill purpoſe, he conclu- 


| deth preſently, thar fo it is. For he will notthinke better of others, 


than bimſelfe, and therefore will reſolve that they have doneas 111 as 
he findes that him - would have done in like caſe, 

Take heed thatyou betray nor your owne navghtineſſe, in being 
forward and haſty to blame others, | 

Another good thing in this Abimelech is, that ſo ſoone as he per. 
ceived that Iſaac was Rebekkahs husband, and ſhe his wife, he goes to 
him preſently, and tels him, ſaying. Sure ſhe & thy wife, why then ſaidſt 
thox, ſhe a my ſiſter, for one of the people mrzht lightly have lien with thy 


| wife, 


UM 


" Gen. A bimelech. CHar,26. 33 


; > | wife, and thou ſhouldft have broug ht upon us guiltineſſe. This is a good 
. thing, and agrecable to the commandementof the Law, to tell our 
brother plainly of his fin. If any man ſhall do ſome unlawfullthing 
ro cur knowledge, we muſt goe and enquire why they did fo, and even 
rebuke them for it by ſhewing them how hurtfull or miſchievous it 
was, or might have proved. | | 

Sodid another Abimelech, or this ſame to Abraham before, they 
therefore have not walked rightly, that if they know any faule by | 
their brother, keep the matter to themſelves, and entertaine hard | 
conceits of them, but ſpeake no word of reproofe or admonition to 
them. So did Abſa/om bchave himſelfe towards his brother Amnor, 
when he bad finned in forcing his ſiſter, This proveth, that they doe | 
not defire their brothers amending,and that they are morediſpleaſed 
with the perſon thanthe fin, and if it be a wrong, with the injury done 
againſt themſelves, than with the offence done againſt God. If any 
of you have thus ſtored up the faults of another in his breaſt, to breed 
alienation of heart, and evill conceits againſt them, he muſt humble 
himſelfe for ſuch uncharitablenefle : And now, you muſt learneto 
be bold and free in this behalfe, as Abimelech, Indeed you ſee him 
not bitter nor violent, but he is plaine and duly round with him, fo 
muſt we learne to forbeare diſtempered ſpeeches and geſtures, but a 
plaine laying open of the fault before the offendor , .is neceſſary to 
bring him tothe ſightofhis fault , and toa free confeſſion, and art 
leaſt to an outward reformation, Looke that you carry your ſelves 
thus hereafter to your offending brethren, and if ehey repent nor ar | 
the firſt, doe it againe and againe, till you have brought them to 
ancnd or proved them incorrigible. 

Further, Ab;melech ſhews in his words evidently,both that he knew | yer. 10- 
adultery to be a grievous fin, even though a man did not perfealy —_— _ 
| know the woman tobe married with whom he committed ir, and al- | a in,and was | 
{obeleeveth that God will ſeverely puniſh it in the committer, and | v=villing ro | 
ſo he was not awilfull liver in that fin, nor would have yeelded him. | pt__ 
ſelfewittingly to run into itfor the pleaſing of luftfull paſſions, Be 
| you as good as he ſhewes himſelfe, know that adultery is a great ſin, 
; that it ſhall bring guiltineſſe and puniſhment upon you, and .there- 
| fore terrifie your ſelves from committing it : Why ſhould wee 
Chriſtians be of leſſe knowledge, and have lefſe conſcience, lefle 
feare to offend God, lefle faith in his juſtice then this Philiſtian had? 
ES Why ſhould we be bold to run into that crime which he was diſ. 
| pleaſed with 7/azc for minifiring occaſion of doing unwittingly ? 
Why ſhould we flatter our ſelves with hope of impunity for ſuch a 
fin as he did certainly beleeve would bring guiltinefſe upon the | 
commitrer > Confider with your ſelves, whether you have not been | 
ſo blinded and hardened with the deceitfulneſſe of fin, as knowingly, 
and of purpoſe to ruſh into the evill whichan Heathen man was feare- | I 
full tocommitr. ; | 

| Againe, | F 
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Ver. 11, 

5, He charged 
that none 
ſhould wrong 
Avrabam or 
his wife. 


A faultin 
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Ver. 26, 
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pe 
p , 


ho 


|] wrong him, muſt take ſuch prudent order, that they may not bee 


—— 


—_—— 


Againe, it is well done of _4b:melech, that he by a firſt comman- 
dement ratified with a threat of death, charged that no man ſhould 
dare to wrong this man or hiswite : He was a King, and had power 


to make ſuch an ediR, and for the ſecuring of 7ſaac again? his feares, | 


and preventing any evill, publiſheth it to his people. Governours 
muſt uſe their authority to keep their inferiours from ſins by threar. | 
ning, and if that prevaile not by puniſhing withdue ſeverity. They 
muſt terrifie them from crimes of death by denouncing the puniſh- 
ment of death, and not iuffer them tobe more eaſily drawn to naugh- 
tineſſe through hope of impunity, 

Moſt men forbeare fin for fearc of puniſhment, rather then hatred 
of wickedneſle, wherefore they muſt have this feare wrought in them 
by the Governours, that they may be ſo reſtrained, and the Magi- 
ſtrate is to ſhew himſelfe ſuch, that if men doe evill they may feare. 
You Governours have not power to make lawes, but you have the 
care of executing lawes intruſted to you, ſee therefore that you be un- 
partially, and wiſely, and righteouſly ſevere in putting the lawes in 
execution which are made to terrifie malefaQtors, elſe you bring the 
guilt of their ſins upon your owne ſoules, and fin at once againſt 
God the ſupreame Ruler, the Common-wealth, the ſinners chem- 
ſelves, and your own ſoulcs too. 

But here by ghe way, I muſt obſerve ſomething that was worthy 
blame in 7ſazc, be had too hard a conceit of theſe Philiſtims, and 
thought them worſe then he fo 1 
would have killed him for his wives ſake : Surethis fearedid caſt an 
aſperſion not on the men of lower rank, but upon the chiefe perſons 
and Rulers , bur loe, the King is far from doing fo wickedly, yea, he 
doth the quite contrary, and uſeth due care to prevent this wicked. 
neſfle. We muſt learne to beware of ſuch raſhneſle, and nor rhinke 
ſo kardly of others, that they will wrong us in ſuch and ſuch kindes, 
till we have juſt ground for ſuch thoughts. A man 1s to ule diſcreti. 
on, and thinking that ſuch whom he knoweth not may happily 


able though they ſhould be willing or if he can take no ſuch courſe, 
be muſt leave the matter ro Gods providence, but he muſt not con- 
clude, ſure they will wrong me, and ſo condemne them before he 


heares them, and turne himſelfe to baſe ſhifts for eſcaping the| 


wrong. 17 

g Now another thing is alſo commendable in Ab;melech, he goeth 
tO Iſaac, ver, 26. with bis friend and chiefe Captaine, and defireth to 
make & covenant of peace and amity with him, giving alſo the 
true reaſon of his defire, and intimating an acknowledgement of the 
former unkindneſle in diſcharging him the country, For we have ſcene 
(faith he) 1hat God with ihee,andthon the bleſſedofthe Lord doeit, Its 
a part of wiſdome and goodnefle too, to be in covenant and peace 
with good men, and toebſerve how God doth pleaſe co blefſe men, 


hem; for he conceived they | 


and 
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"Gen. 


|andtoaſcribetheir proſperity ro Gods favourablebleſſing,allwhich 


; 


| eAbimelech. CHaP.26. 


things you ſee in Abimelech, He had refuſed to let 7/aac dwell in his 
Countrey, yer he is nor {o ſtout hearted, but that he will come to 
E.3:0, and feek his friendſhip, and that in honourable manner,acknow. 


todo the ſame things, bur ina better manner, he looketh to 7/rae/s 
proſperity, we muſt look rothe goodnefic ofmen,and inlove of their 


| 
| 


| ſodoing a man intereſts himſclfe into thar blefling which God ſaith 


winneth trobearegood will unto the profeſſour of it : for vertuous 


ſed, ſeeing he took notice of his bleſſing upon 7ſacc, and called him 


vertues, rather then in hope and fearc of carthly thingy, be at peace 
with them, and live in amity towards them, Ir is a good thing robe 
friends with Gods friends, even on whatſoever conſiderations; for by 


chat be will grantco them that bleſle his people. Bur it love of their 
religion and piety make us deſire the friendſhip of any, then it is a 
good figne, that the ſame piety and vertue is found 1n hini whom ir 


men are ſeldome loved, and never for vertues ſake, but by thoſe that 
have ſome vertue. And it giveth us ſome good hope, that Abimelech 
might be a man that acknowledged the true God whom [ſac profel:. 


the Bleſſed of the Lord, And this is Abimelechs goodneſſe, One thing | 


| 
[ 


%q 


26. Chapter, Abimelech would not ſeem to do.it out of hatred, butour 


when hecamerto make a Covenant, ſaying,Ye hate me, and have driven 
ne away fromyou. This is likely to be a fault, rodrivea man, a | 
man, ſo from ones countrey houſe or familiarity , that he ſhall have 
cauſeto thinke it is done out of hatred. Indeed in the 16.ver. ofthe 


— 


of policie, becauſe of 1ſaacs _— : as if he ſhould ſay, It will not 
and with our ſafety to ſuffer ſo great aman to ſojourne inour coun- 
rrey. Bur 1ſaac ſaw a piece of malice and ill will in it, as the holy 
Ghoſt in the Story doth intimate, ſaying, They envied h7m,, and v. 16. 
Then Abimelech bade him depart, moved like enough by the perſwaſi- 
ons of thoſe that did envy him, if not a little leavened with rhe ſame 
leaven himſelfe. Beware of commitcing the like offence, ſhew not 
illwill towards any good man, by chafing him from you, refuſing to 


ledging his worth and Gods blefling upon him. Wee mult learne |: 


ſeemerh to have been faulty in him, of which 7/aac alſo rellerh him, | 


give him leave tobe with you, or in generall, by any diſcurteous car. | 
riage towards him. But be rather glad of his ſociety and neigh-: 
bourhood. 

And fo we have donewith Abimelech, 

Now ſomething of his Subjects the Philiſtims, and particularly 
the men of Gerar, The Philiſtims envyed him, ver, 14. in reſpe& of 
his greatnefle and proſperity. This finof envy (3. e. being grieved 
at another mans proſperiry, and bearing ill will againſt him for it, 
which will ſurely follow ſuch griefe,for that griefe is aneffe& ſpring. 


' ing from nacharitablenefle, and therefore will cauſe it to grow 
| tronger and worlſer) I ſay, this fin is agreat offence, blamed in Cais, 


| in 1ſephs brethren, in the Phariſces, and moſt of all inthe devils, 
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Ver. 27. 

His tault, he 
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away from 
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] he Phili» 
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ſing of things, ſor may not God ſhew more or lefle favour to men, as 
it ſcemeth good cohimſelfe 2 and why, ſhould our eye beevill be- 
caule his eye is good 2 Itis a wrong to the perſon envyed,in that we 
do not ſo behave'our ſelves towards him, as we would that all other 
ſhould doe roour felves, for men would that others ſhould rejoyce in 
their welfare, and-not repine at it. Secondly, in that it maketh us 
apt todoethbem any injurie, as here is ſeene in the Example that we 
ſpeake of, who ſtopped 7/aacs Wells our of envy, And it is a wrong 
to ones ſelfe, in that he bringeth needleſſe vexation upon himſclic, 
and filleth his heartwith gall, when he might have fed on honey as 
itwere; for we ſhould rejoyce with them that rejoyce, and then we 
ſhould partake of the bencfit; becauſe the beſt fruit of a good thing 
is to have joy of it. 


| 


| befall mee, and therefore at leaſt I may gricve that he hath it romy 


{doth nor forbeare to give to this perſon, becauſe he gave to that, 
|this inde of abſtaining to give is proper tro men,whowant ſufficient 
{ meanes to give to all, bur God can repleniſh all wichour leaving 


And this eavy ſpringeth from meere ſelfe-love, and pride, and fol- 
ly, in not ſeeing God in things, and ſubmitting to his wiſdome. 
Whoſoever findeth a kinde of rangue of this diſcaſe in himſeltc, 
muſt blame himſelfe for it heartily, and thinke thus with bimſcelfe, 
What ſhall I be an imitatour of wicked men, yea of the wicked 
ſpirits > What a fooliſh man am I that will not ſee Gods wiſe 
providence and yeeld to it > What awretch, that thinke all good 
things loſt which fall beſides my ſelfe > What a fooliſh man that 
will make a croſle to my ſelfe where it nced not bee, nor indeed 
is > And if anythinke, if hee had nct this proſperity it mighz 


dammage. 

I anſwer. 4 

That is but a very May-be, for it will nor follow that the Phili- 
ſtims would have growne very rich, if 1ſaac had not gotten fo 
much, nor that Cai» ſhould have been accepted it Abe! had not; Yea 
verily, thoſe things that have moved God not to grant them fo 
much proſperity as another, would have cauſed him to withdraw it 
from them, even though he had not given ittothat other, Fer God 


bimſelfe deſtitute : bur God with-holds bis benefits from thoſe 
that have them not, becauſe their fins provoke him, or becauſc hee 
would affif or chaſtiſe them, 

The faults of men keep good things from their poſſeſſions, and 
they would got have been lefle faulty, it another had been lefle pro. 
ſperous. Wherefore I ſay, confefle this ſin, ſee it, condemne ir in 
your ſelves, yeeld not to it. 


| 
| 


i 


Yea but I am ſure that his zetting hinders my gaines. 
Anſwer. Firſt, ſay that it doth, wilt thou be vexed that another 


Itisawrong to God in thatwe ſatisfie nor our ſelves in his diſpo.. 


hincers thee > Is nct this to be vexed at Gods providence ? 
Bur 
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Buctecondly, I anſwer, thou canft not be ſurcofrhis, for God 
could and if he purpoſed to crofle thee , deny thee, ſuch benefits, 
though this man were not. 

Now I pray you, hate and abhorre envy, and learne to rejoyce 
with them that rejoyce, rather then torment your felves at chem, | 
and tobce thank full ro God tor ſhewing favour to your neizhbours, 
rather then to fret in your {clves, Ind:ed ifwe ſee wicked men pro. | 
ſper, wee muſt beware of over-grieving , leſt it make us tall ro 1mi- 


cating : Buttogriebe at the proſperity of an 7ſzac, is 12 ſhew, that}. 


one loveth not goodneſle, as a reward oi which the Lord vouch- 
ſafeth that proſperity. | 

Now ſecondly, when they had cntertained envy, then they fall ro 
injury; They ſtopped his Wels,and filled chem with duſt, i=, The 
Wells his Father had dugge ; Loe, awickedneſſe; ro done injury to 
another, by hurting and hindering him, though ones felfe can 
reape no benefitby ir. Indeed to doe a neighbour hutt in body or 
goods without juſt cauſe (v/z, puniſhing him for ſome tault by 
vertue of authority which God hath pur into my hand) is a great 
finne, and againſithe plaine Law that ſaith, Doe as you would be done 
by, and that Commandement, Bee 4»n2cert as Doves, but to hurt 
a man without any profit to.bimſelfe , this is an high degreeof 
wickedneſſe, and proceeds from nothing elſe but envy, which is 
one of the worſt kindes of malice. To advantage my ſelfe by ano. 
ther mans loſſe is moſt unjuſt, but to hinder another withour any 
advantage to my ſelfe, this is a farre more palpable and wilfull in- 
juſtice, | | 

O call to minde your owne wayes , baue not you walked as croo- 
kedly as theſe men of the Philiſtime Nation > Stopped up another 
mans Vels as itwere, that is, put your ſelves ropaines to doe him 
dammage, to hinder him, though you ger nathing by ir your 
ſelves. This is a plaine proofe of a man ſtuffed with envy , and with 
great wickedneſfe, whereby he loves to doe evill, even for rheplea- 
ſure ſake he taketh-in doing, nor for any oth.r fruic of it, This is to 
be juſt like the devill, that ſceketh ro keepe others our of heaven, | 
and to bring them to hell, though ir eaſe nor his rorments one whit, 
becauſe it a lictle ſatisfieth his Romack. Repent, repent exceeding- 
ly, if you have been fo devilliſh, 

Another fault of the Philiſftims you mcete with, Gzz. 26, 19, 
20, 21, Iſaacdigged aWell in the walley , and found there a fountaine 
of living water : that is, ſuch as did run with a full and conſtant | 
ſtreame, Audthe Shepheards of Gerar contended for it with Iſaacs Shep- | 
heards, ſaying , the water i ours, Wherefore 1/1ac called the name 
of it Hezek, or ſtrife, becauſe they ſtrove with him. Then they 
digged another Well, and they ſtrove for thar allo, and he called 
the name of it S;ztnah , which fignifieth hatred or enmity, becauſe 
he ſaw that they contended with him now, not for need of the water, 

bur | 


Ch2.25.15- 
2. They 
wronged him, 


Ver, 19,2031» 


"2. They con- 


tended with 
him, 
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and chap. 4. I, 


but out of meere hatred , becauſe they were enemics and adverſaries 
rohim, and were grieved at his welfare. 
The fault is (you ſee) contentiouſneſle, and firite, growing out of 


| hatred and illwill. The nature of man is full of this vice, as S, Pax, 


Filledwithewvy , murther , debate. Rom, 1.9, and Hatred, wariance, 
emulation, ſtrife, ſcdition , are reckoned among the fruits of the fleſh, 
Gal. 5.15. S. Paultellerh the Corinths; Left chat when he commeth 
nts them, he ſhall finde amongt them (with other ſinnes) debates, and 


efivy, and hatred, and ſocontenrion and firife; and S. lame ſaith, 


# not from above , but is earthly , ſenſnall , and devillſh , and that where 
envying and ſtrife s , there & confuſion , andevery evill worke, Heſaith 
alſo, That wars and fightings are among it them, from their luſts that war 
intheir members, You ſeethe loathſomeneſle of this vice, from the 
bad cauſes and effe&s of it, 

Take notice therefore of your owne hearts and lives, and ſee if 
none of you beea quarellous and contentious perſon; that 1s, rea- 
dy upon every occaſion to ſtrive with his brother, and to breake 
forth ifto brawles and ſuits, challenging thatwhich is none of his, 
and diſquicting his brerthreg and himlſelfe. 


rightfully due to him , but he muſt not doe this ina froward man- 
ner, with bitterneſſe and rage againſt his adverſary ; but for the 
things that appertaine not to him in equity , hee muſt make no ſtri. 
vingatall, otherwiſe he isa contentious man, And becauſe ſclfe- 
love maketh us ſoblinde, that wee are apt to deceive our ſelves, and 
to imagine we have good title to that which indeed belongs not to 
us, wee muſt bee content to referre our ſelves willingly to other 
mens judgements, and not ſtand upon our owne opinions; I mean 
ro other indifferent, and unintereſſed perſons, whoſe judgements 
are like to bee clearer than our owne, in things wherein themſelves 
be nor ingaged. FOE 

Let me therefore commend peace and concord , let nothing bee 


done of ſtrife, in an humour to croſſe and oppoſe another, or to vexe 


and angerhim. Ifcovetouſneſle or envy rule in a mans heart, hee 
will boile with contention, and flame forth into debates and frifes; 
but if he have an heart contented with his eſtate, and charirably 
diſpoſed to his brethren , hee will then inſue peace, and follow 
after ie, For a juſt controverſie may bee carried in a quiet and 
peaceable manner, and ſo ought to be , bur be the cauſe of ſtriving 
never ſo equall, if the thing be carried tumulruouſly with bitter 
words and behaviour , with railings, ſwellings, whiſperings, back- 
bitings, mutuall difgracing and upbraiding one ancther, this is a 
figne of a naughty heart, in whom the wiſdome thar is from below 
coth rule and beare iway. 


#9 


_ Reſolve 


That theſe which have envyine and ſtrife among themſelves, this wiſdome | 


A man may uſe-legall meanes to ger and keepe that which is, 


firife, This ſtrife hath its originall in pride , which eaſily breedeth | 


a 
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Reſolve therefore to follow peace with all men, nor ftriving bur 
upon juſt cauſe, and thenalſo ina loving, gentle, and milde man- 
ner, And ſo much for /ſa«cs contemporaries, with 
whom his occaſions gave him cauſe of 
intermingling. I proceed now 
to /ſaacs heire and ſuc- 
ceſſor, that is to 


ſay, Jacob, 
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EXAMPLE. 


he heele : the 
de Gen, 25. 


& H E word 7aceb ſignifieth,he h 
} reaſon of which name you may 
26. Heand Eſau were Twins born\at one birth, 
Eſau was the firſt borne, and when hewas borne, 
his brother came out after him and held him by 
the heele, whence this name was given him. 

Of lacob we muſt ſhew three things, as in for- 
merExamples. Hisbirth, life, and death, 

Concerning his birth, rhe time and parents were the ſame which 
we noted before of Eſau, the manner was as you have heard, as if hee 
had wreſtled with his brother for the birth-right even in the birth, 
inwhich may ſeem robe (ignificd the great ſtir that ſhould be be- 
twixt their Succeſſours as well as themſelves, yea, and betwixt the 
go0d and bad in all ages, even thoſe that are heires of the promile, 
2nd thoſe that be cantemners of the promiſe. For the Lord bad fore- 
rold, that two Nations were in Rebekkahs wombe, which ſhould be 
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ſeparared one from the other, and inthem the Lord did manifeſt the |. 


freeJome of his Ele&ion, ſeeing he choſe the younger before the 
elder toinherite the promiſes, and that before they had done good 
or evill, that the purpoſe of God according to ele@&ion might re- 
naine (or be firme)not ef workes,hut of him that calleth : meaning, 
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His life, 


it, He was an 


What perfe- 


Rion is, 


t» His vertues, 


I. In generall: 


upright man. 


It is twofold, | 


Lodk | (TEN. The Example of Cine 


that Gods intention of ſaving by his grace, who freely calleth, nor | 
of any workes in any perſon, whether repenting, belecving, or any 
othcr workes, might be ſtedfaſt and ſtable. No workes cauſe God to 
call one, or to purpoſe to call one, or not to call another, buralone 
his good pleaſure, whereof though it be ſurethar God hath in him- 
{clfe jult reaſon (forhe is a reaſonable agent, and doth all rhings, and | 
moſt underſtandingly ) yet he ſees it not good to reveale tous any 
reaſon, becauſe he would make us fee what ſubjetion we owe to 
him (that is to ſay) toreft in his will as a ſufficientreaſon to ſatisfie 
us. God might have purpoſed to call, and alſo have called all with- 
out any picking or chooſing, or preferring one before another, bur 
his purpoſe was according to clection or choice, he intended not to 
raiſe up all out of the miſerable eſtate intowhich {14am brought 
all, bur alone ſome; and in his choofing he might have letc whom 
be tooke, and contrarily, but he would rake ſome, nor all, and theſe, 
not thoſe becauſe in his wiſdome he ſaw it fit; and fo great is his 
power and ſoveraignty, that we ought to be contented with this rea- 
ſon, God would have ito, 

Gods Ele&ion is his purpoſe to call ſuch and ſuch, leaving the 
reſt : andofthis purpoſe we can give no other cauſe bur this, ſo ir 
ſeemed good untohim : though himſclfehave ſuch grounds of his 
choicewithin himſelfe, as it is fir for a wiſe agent to have for the 
ground ofall his a&tions. He that will not quiet himſelfe thus inthe 
matter of eleion, ſhall entangle himſelfe ſo; that he will never bee 
looſed. 

And ſo much of Zacobs birth. 

Now for his life, we will conſider his vertues, faults, croſles, 
benefits, | 

For his vettues, we wilbſpeake of them firſt in generall , and here 
twothingsare noted in him, Gez.25.27. Tacob was a plaine man, and 
did dwell in Tents, The word tranſlated a plaine man, fignifieth a per- 
fe& or upright man. Ir is of larger ſignification than that phraſe of 
ours, A plaize man, for that in common ſpeech noteth one that is ſim- 
ple, and dealeth ſquarely and eavenly withour fraud, deceir, guile, or 
any tricks in his ations, ſo may one be and have no great goodneſle 
in him. But this word is uſed todenote an upright hearted man, a 
truly and intirely godly man, a perfe&t man that is good within as 
well as without, and good inall things, atall times, and inall places 
one as well as another, one that carefully follows all the Commande. 
ments of Gad,not giving himſelte leave to ſwerve from any of Gods 
waycs at any time. 

Perie&ion is that property in things,by which they have all which 
is requiſite for their due conſtitution. 

There is a double perfe&ion, one of degrees, unattainable in this 
life,and it is when a man hath all the parts of obedicnce inthe high 
eſt degree that the Law requireth of him, this 1s a legall perfeion, 
without 


th. 


; without which co man can be juſtified betore God by the Law, and 
| becauſe no man can attain ir, therefore, Bythe Law ſhall no fleſh be ju- 
' {{ified, bur belcevers have 1t in Chrift, in whom they are made the 
'11ghreouſnefle of God, and ro whom righteouſneſſe without workes 
| (meaning workes of theirown working, for they are ſuch as worke 
Lot in this ſenſe) is imputed. 

Perfe&ion of patts, 15 when all the parts of goodneſſe are found in 
a man, As achilde of five yeares isaperte& man in refpeR of parts, 
hehath a ſoule, and body, he hath hands, head, hearr, legs, &c. and 
| therefore is that way perte&, though ſtature and ſtrength,and diſcre- 
| tion be not tound 1u him inthe ſame degree that after, when he is a 
| 8TOWNe MAN, X 

Now there are two kindes of parts found in every thing firſt. 

Firſt, rhe parts effenriall, as matter and forme, 

Secondly, the parts integrall, v7. as the feverall members of the 
matter, heart, head, &c. ina man, | 

So inthe pointof goodnefle, goodneſle is perfe&t when it hath all 
the parts of goodnefle, vis. the matter, which is the a@ of doing 


cood and leaving evils. 2. The forme, which is the ſubje&ion of 


| chewillrothewillof God; in that a man is therefore carefull to 
 Teaveevill and doe good, becauſe he acknowledgeth himſelf ro owe, 
and iswilling to performe all obedience unto God his maker and 


Redeemer, and theſearethe effentiall parts of goodneſle, 

The integrall, are the doing of good in every kinde, and leaving 
ofeviilineverykinde, with an endeavour, and ftriving, and wiſhing 
co doe it incvery degree, even to Jcave all evill, the very leaſt degree, 
and todoall good 1n the very higheſt degree. Thus you ſee what 
perfection is, It is an endeavour and reſolution to doeall things 
which God commanderh, and to leave all the things which he for- 
biddeth, perfectly in obedience tohisauthority, or if you will, in 
briefe, Perfe&ion of the Goſpellis a ſtriving after the perfeRion of 


coodnefſe of God to accept ſuch an imperfe&t perfetion at our 
hands, For he might have held us till to the condition of workes, 
and ſo reje&ing our endeavours, becaule falling ſhort of what the 
Law requireth, might have deſtroyed us notwithfRtanding ſuch en- 


| deavours,but he hath been pleaſed ro make anew Covenant,in which 


herequireth and accepteth our hearty endeavours, though rhere be 
much failing. O ſhould not this move us to labour and ſtrive ! As 
ifadebtor owing an hundred pounds, and not able to pay it, ſhould 
have theſe conditions propounded to him from his Creditor, well, 
pay mewhat you beable, ſoyou bring me good money, not counter- 
feit, and I will accept it. Should not this make them very careful] 
to bring him ſo much as they were able, and that in good filver, not 
copperand falſe coine > Againe, we loſe both our goodnefſeand our 


ſelves alſo, if we be not plaine and perfet ; If we have reſpet toall 
Gods 


DS — 


the Law. Now we muſt be thus perfe&, becauſe it is a ſingular | 
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-| not be aſhamed : but confuſion will cover our faces at the end, if we 


2, He was a 
s$&ilfull, and 
able Shep« 
heards 


Every one 
muſt follow 
ſome calling, 


Gods Commandements, and be ſound in Gods preſence, wee ſhall 


ſatisfie our ſelves with hollow and defeQive goodneſle ; for a lame 
ſacrifice will not be acceptable on Gods Altar. 

Now I pray you leteach of us conſider of himſelfe,whether he be 
ſuch adiſſembler, that hath lirtle ſhew of piety, and is not pious in- 
deed. We muſt be followersof them that by patience and faith in- 
herice the promiſes, and be ſuch as they that have gone to heaven, if 
our ſelves purpoſe to goe to. heaven, And if you be not ſo,but openly 
ſinfull, or hollowly and difſemblingly good , now ſee your miſery, 
you ſhall neverbe heites with 46braham, Iſaac,and 7acob,it you labour 
not tobelike unto them in this perfeRion. And the way to be per- 
fe&, is to ſee our want, and to pray to God to make us ſuch, Wee 
have him rycd by a juſt faithfull promiſe to fill the hungry, and to 
heare them that call upon him, | 

Further it is ſaid, that Zacob dwelt in Tents, not only meaning that 
he was a man brought up to tend cattell, as they did that dwelt in 
Tents, (whereas Eſaw was an huntſman firſt,and a ſouldier after,) bur 
chicfly that he did not ſet himſelfe to ſeek great poſſeſſions,and faire 
palaces, and houſes in the world, bur ſojourned in the land of Cana- 


| an, as ina ſtrange countrey, dwelling in Tents with his, Father ſaac, 


as before him Abraham had done: which thing the Apoſtle taketh 
notice of, as a profeſſion of their being Pilgrims.and Strangers up2n 
earth, and ſeeking an enduring City, 


So hereare two things obſervable, and imitable in 7acob; one, that 
he gave himſelf cotend cattel],and was a very $kilfull and able Shep. 
heard, as appeared after, when he undertooke to tend his Father in 
lawes flocks. 

It is necefſary that a man have ſome calling, ſome profitable em- 
ployment, by which he is able with the common benefit of others to 
maintain his own ſelfe and family, and to uphold his eſtate. Ir isa 


| promiſe, Thou ſhalt eate the laborr of thine hands, Loe, labour muſt ger 


our food, elſe we have not the good mans bleſſing : 1z the ſweat of thy 
brow ſhalt thou get thy bread, This is a puniſhment, ſo far as it tendeth 
roinflit diſquietmentand troubleſomeneſle upon men in their la- 
bours, bur ſo far as it enjoyneth labour, it is not a puniſhment, but a 
precept : He thattilleth his groundſhall have bread enough. Tilling of 
ones ground, that is, diligent following of ones honeſt calling is re- 
quired; and how ſhall a man follow that which he hath not > Alſo 
nature teacheth this plainly enough: the contrary alſo is full of dan. 
ger to the ſoule, expoſing a man to many temptations, and filling the 
heart with noyſome luſt, and making it harder to eſcape, and to walk 
ina Chriſtian manner of life. Wherefore thoſe thar have imitated 
Eſas rather than 7acob, and have given themſelves to ſports and vani- 
ty, ſo that they be not able trodoe any thing for their maintenance, if 
need required, have much to anſwer for before God,and have brought 
much 
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of being ſaved than other men, in giving Satan and the fleſh anex-. 


| ceeding great advantage againſt their foules : He that hath no cal. 
ling is in danger to bea follower of idle companions,and the troupes | 


| of luch perſons leade not inthe way to heaven, Therefore I call up. 


on all you that are Parents, and all you children that are come to | 


yeares of diſcretion, requiring you to be carcfull of your childrens 
education, and to traine them up {or fome due vocation and calling, 
and youchildren to be obſequious to your Parents in this behalfe, 
yeelding your ſelves to their diretions; and this exhorration 1 
would inforce not only upon the poorer ſort, whoſe belly craveth ir 


ſoulcs I am ſuredoe as much crave it of them. For there is no man of 
ſo great birth and blood, but that there is ſome noble ſtudy or other, 
ad ſome honourable employment, wherein it will be to his bonour 
ro be skilfull and convertant. Men of place ſhould not need to be 
ſlaves to Dice, and Wine, and Harlots, and Sports, if they would be 
ſervants tro God in ſome worthy vocation or other. 

But Tacob dwelt in Tents : that is, lived as a Pilgrim or ſtranger, 


| profeſſing himſclfan heire of the Promiſe made to Abraham, Though 


we benotall bound to dwell in Tents, and ro be Pilgrims in that 
ſence, yet weelſe areall bound to have our hearts withdrawne from 
earthly things, and fer on heaven, rocountthis world and the things 
of it no better than a Tent ora Tabernacle, weake, fickle, and uncer- 
taine, and ſo to carry our ſelves towards it, and to be init, even as in 
a ſtrange countrey, not as inan habitation ofour owne, in which wee 
meane to ſettle our ſelves. To behave our ſelves in the world as ftran. 
gers, and to the world and things thereof, as to a ſtrange place, 
through which we are travelling to our own country : This is a noble 
thing, a divine, a celeſtiall thing. A moſt remarkable difference be- 
twixta true & a falſe hearted Chriſtian, becauſe one hath rherightr, 
and the other contents himſelfe with counterfeit goodneſſe, Thus 
did our Lord Iefus Chriſt live ; thus Pas/;rhus all the Saints; and rhus 
are we commanded to live, evenas Pilgtims and ſtrangers. And it 
ſtands in this, that we make no reckoning of earthly rhings in com- 
pariſon of heavenly, and that we deſire earthly things none other 
way but in order toheavenly, and uſc earthly things only fo, as to be 
furtherances toour _y beeing, and doe nor ſuffer them to ſteale 
eaven, nor to hinder our diligent and con- 

ſtant practiſing of all thoſe things that doe direQly concerne our 
beavenly eftate, Thus to minde,notthe things below, bur the things 
above, is aſure proofe of a man truly enlightned and ſanQified, and 
made conformable to the death and ReſurreAion of our Lord Ieſus 
Chriſt, Ina word, it ſtands ineſteeming al! earthly things as vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit, and uſing them all as furtherances to our ſpi- 
rituall well-being, otherwiſe making none account of them atall. 
For 


| 
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much miſery on themſelves, in regard they are in greater difficulty | 


of them, as $9/omon ſaith, bur even on the wealthier fort too, whoſe | 
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| thatare not acquainted with any things more excellent than the va. 
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For fodoth a ftranger uſe the countrey wherein he travelleth, and 

all the things and perſons that he doth meer withall therein, Now 
letus make uſe toour ſelves of this great vertue , by blaming our 
owne ſelves for being ſo far unlike to Zacob in this matter, How farre 
we are from dwelling in Tents, and from behaving our ſelves as Pil- 
grims in the world, is it not more than manifeſt > O how much 
clteeme doc we make of worldly things and perſons 2 how afeour 
hearts ſerupon them > how eagerly doe we follow them > how over- 
much doe we rejoyce inthem ! Certainly this argueth a great deale 
of folly. For to miftakethe worth and prices of things, is a ſpecial! 
point of folly; wedoe for the moſt part live like men of the world, 


nities of this life : We thinke notof our mortality and uncertainty 
- earthly things, wce have our conſolation in earth, rather than 
caven, 

' This worldly mindedneſſe is to be obſerved, confeſſed, lamented, 
refuſed ; we muſt blame our ſelves for ir, as for a great fault, and 
muſt oppoſe it with ſerious medirations,of earth, and heaven, and of 
our mortality, | 

We muſt earneſtly pray to God todivorce us from rhe world, and 
to pull our hearts upward, that we may not be glued as ir were tothis 
dirtand dung. To ſee this fault,is a figne of ſome true grace; tor the 
world will not ſee it tobe a fault, that they are over carneſtly bent 
unto the world ; as the Fiſh findes it not troubleſome to live inthe 
waCrers, 


And now let me call upon you, tobe heavenly minded hereafter, 
touſe thisworld as though you did not uſe it, to fet it lower thar 
ſpirituall graces, and than the hope of heavenly things. A childe is 
wedded to his gawdes fo long as his childiſhnefle prevailerh, bur 
when he bath gotten more mature underſtanding, he rejeAHeth rhem, 
and mindes other things; ſomuſt we if wewill ſhew our ſelves to 
be perfe& men in underſtanding. Ifa maſter ſets his ſervant to gather 
chips, he doth ir, and ſhould doe ir diligently in obedience to his 
maſter ; but Kill he rakes not the chips for excellent things, but 
reckons of them as of chips : ſo for conſcience ſake to God muſt we 
labour in the world, yet ſtill fo, thatwe account the world as a vaine 
ſhadow, and muſt ſhew that we ſo eſteeme it, by being ſatisfied even 
with a ſmall portion, if God ſee it fit tro give us no more ; and by be. 
ing well contented if we have food and. raiment; yea, and patient 
too, if we be put ro ſuffer need, and want them, 

And ſo much now for 7acebs vertues in generall, He was aper- 
fei# man, and dwelt in Tents, Now let us conſider them more par- 
ticularly. | 

Firſt let us ſee his carriage to God. ward, then to men-ward, both 
bimſelfeand others, both thoſe that were neerer ro him, and thoſe 


that were further from him, 
| | Firſt, 
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Firſt then, /acob bad true faith in God, a common grace which is 
found in all Gods people,and he ſhewed this faith by many comfort- 
able and worthy fruits of faith ; 4:7, theſe which the Story of the 
Bible noteth, | 
{ Firſt, by bis Gefire toget the birth- right, and tobuy it of his bro. 
ther whodeſpiſed it; for, if it was ateſtimony of prophanneſſe and 


alſo a proofe of holineſle and faith in Zacob, rodefire it and buy it, In- 
deed they were both young, and ſo 7aceb gets it ina childiſh way, by 
giving bis brather a meſlc of broth on that condition, that he would 
| reſigne upto him all intereſt, right, and title unto it that he had, or 
| might have : Bur yet inthe main matrrer, 7Zacos beleeved Gods pro- 
mites for the ſpirituall benefits annexed to the birth-righe, elle he 
would not have ſought it 1n that manner. Graces worke in men ac- 
cording tothe ageand abilicy of diſcretion rhat is found in the par- 
ty which hath them, 

There be certain childiſh and imperfe& expreſſions of grace mix. 
ed as it were with the weakneſle of head thatis inchildren;:yer be 
theſe true proofes of grace, and ſuch as the Lord acceprs for the ſub- 
ſaaceof them ; though the weakneſſes mixed with them deſerve no 
accepration ; and for the love of the good, he paſſeth by thoſe weak- 
neſſes, Sure had not 7acob beleeved the promiles of God concerning 
the land of Canaan, and the reſt, he would never have tooke any care 
of the birth-right; bur in that he doth long for ir,and in ſuch a faſhi- 
on as a young man could doe, contracts for it with his brother, it ar- 
ones his faith, which cauſed him foto eſteeme of ir. Indeed it was 
not that bargaine betwixt them that made it his, but Gods promiſe 
before made tohis mother, The elder ſhall ſerve the younger : but this 
affeQing of it ſhewed that he had been taught by his mother this his 
intereſt; and that hewas poſſeſſed with an carneſt deſire of getting 
it, which is the firſt fruit of his faith. : 

Secondly, he deſired alſo, and highly eſtcemed the bleſſing, asds 
ſeen in his condeſcending to his mothers metion of getting at, ac- 
cording to heradvice. Here alſoweakneſle diſcovered it ſelfe , bur 
the defireof attaining the bleſſing, ſhewed ir ſelfe in this weak- 
nefle, and rhe fruit of faith is to be allowed , though the corruption 
joyned with it be blame-worthy, | 

Indeed, Eſas alſo bad adefire of the bleſſing, as appeareth by his 
earneſt entreaty, and reares to his Father , but”7acobs deſires looked 
moreto ſpirituall things, Eſazsto earthly : So, the ones was a fruit 
of faith in Gods promiſes, the other a fruitof meere naturall love to 
ones ſelfe, by which every man would faine attaine thar' which hee 
thinkes would prove beneficiall. 

A third note and fruit of 1acobs faith , was his gratefull accepting 
of Gods promiſes, when he appeared to him in a dreame, as heewas 
| going on his way ; for he preſently rooke notice that wo 

there, 


————_ 


unbcliefe in Eſas, to ſelland fleight his birth. right ; then muſt it be | 
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| 


| miſes, which alſocauſed him to make the Vow following unto God, 


| Ewes which broughtforth the Lambes ſpotted and grizled, and fo it 
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him a 


| having been I gueſle, guided to it by che Angel,which bid him look 


there, and began to be reverently affeed towards God,and was care- 
full ro ere& the ſtone ſor a Pillar, and to poure oyie ypon it, which 
was nothing elſe but a thankfull expreſſion of his faith in Gods pro- 


as you have it, Gen. 28. 10, totheend. A thankfull and comfortable 
receiving of Gods promiſes, being cheared with them, as with things 
moſt certaine, proveth faith to the promiſe maker, and tothe promi- 
ſes; ſhewing that a man is perſwaded they ſhall be performed with- 
out faile, 

Further, Zacob ſhewed his faith in making choice of his wayes, 
when Laban would. have him tocontinue looking to his ſheepe after 
the fourteene yearegof ſervice were paſt for his twodaughters, for he 
deſired to have the ſpotted, ſpeckled, and browne catrell thar ſhould 
fall after,for his wages : Shewing that he looked to God, whoſe hand 
alone ceuld diſpoſe of this fo abſtruſe and hidden a thing in the 
courſe of nature. Hee was willing to ſtand to Gods kindnefſe and 
love, rather than to any certain agreement with Labaz; which hee 
would npt havedone, had he not beleeved Gods promiſes to bleſle 

- ro encreaſe him, as was told him in his dreame fore- 
mentioned. And therefore hetels his wives, that the. Angell came 
to him ina dreame, and bad him leoke on the Rammes leaping, the 


was of God that he uſed the meanes of laying pilled ſticks in the 
troughes, at the time when the ſtronger cattell went to the Males, 
Ler any man make triall of the ſame courſe now, and he ſhall not | 
finde the ſame ſucceſſe. Such a ſight before the ingendring cattell 
will hardly cauſethe yong tobe ſpotted , but that he did in faith, as 


and ſee thecattell bringing forth Lambes and Goats of rhat colour, 
And here isa good proofe, when a man can reſt himſelfe upon God 
for his wages, and for his meaneseven in this world; and not upon his 
owne wiſdome, or any ſuch like outward thing. A man would have 
thought this a very uncertaine match, but 7acob ftaying on Godspro. 
miſe, was defirous of this way rather than any other to receive his 
reward by it, | 

Laſtly, he ſhewed his faith in bleſſing the two ſons of 7oſeph, yea, 
and all his owne, as a ſenſible declaration to his chiſdren that he did 
not make any doubt of their poſſeſſing that Land , according to 
Gods covenant with Abrahaw., and promiſe to himſelfe often re- 
newed. 

Now brethren, I pray you let us labour to give credit unto that 
which God ſpeaks tous, and reſt upon his goodneſſe for the gracious 
performance of his faithfull promiſes, which is the roote of all 
graces, and will cauſe us to live holily, if we onceget it confirmed 
and firengthened in our hearts ; and letus labour to (hew our faith 


Let 


ba the ſame fruits that areto be ſeen in 7acob, as was before noted, 


— 
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Let us highly eſteeme thoſe (1gnes of his gobdneſie, and meanes 
ofattainin his ſpiricuall benefirs, as Zacob did of his birth-righr. 
Letus make great account of his bleſſing, eſpecially ſpirituall blef. 
fiogs in chings concerning our ſalvation, whercof the Land of pro. 
mite wasa figure, Letus receive his promiſes with reverend joyful. 
nefſe and cthankfulneſle : Lec us truft upon him for our reward of 
any fairbfull ſervice, in any kinde that we perſorme, labouring ro bee 
perſwaded that he will fee us required abundantly, if men ſhould 
neglect us. | 

A good man muſt truſt ro Gods bleſſing on his Jabours, in things 
that depend upon his gracious providence, and the difpofition of 
things by ic, rather than ro any other courſe wherein his wit may 
ſeeme to make matters more certaine, Let us ſhew our faith by 
eruſtin2 alſoon God to blefſe our children, and by leaving proofes 


even at our dying, that we be mindfull of heaven, and that we make 
no doubt bur God will performe his promiſes. If our faith ſhew it | 
{elſe by theſe good effeds, it is true; and wee muſt more and more | 
ſceour weaknefle in faith, by the contrary effe&s, and more and more 
labour to prove the truth and ſtrength of icroo, by its more and more 
producing thoſe and the like etf. &s. ; | 

Iacob alſo ſhewed his faith by running to God when B/az came 
againſt him, and by praying to God to give his ſonnes favour in the 
fighr of the man, and by offering ro God when his ſons ſent for him: 
for to have recourſe to God (till inour needs, and make his name our 
refuge, is an excellent proofe of our faith in his promiſes, 

Now ſecondly, Jacob was a religious and devout man, that 
was carefull ro ſerve the true God, 1n the true exerciſes of reli- 
gion, as appeared in the particular duties of religionwhich hee per- 
formed, 2 

Firſt, he was prayerfull, and ready tocall upon Gods name on all 


[occaſions ; when his brother Eſas met him, hee preſently framed 


himſelfe rocall uporithe name of God, as you have it, Gen. 32, 9. 
Where is alſoan excellent forme of prayer ; for firſt, he layes downe 
the grounds of his boldnefſe tocome to God in prayer, ſaying, God 


| of my Father, that is, thou art my God in Covenant with me, there- 


fore ſeeke I helpe of thee, and Thos ſaraſt unto me,returre. as if hee 
ſhould ſay, I have thy word of Commandement and promiſe guid- 
ing me tothis journey, therefore I ſeeke ro thee, + 

And ſecondly, hee humbleth and abaſeth himſelfe before God, 
as unworthy any benefit , ſaying, 1 am lefſethan the leaſt, crc. Then 
he makes his requeſt, Deliver me 7 pray thee, &c. and confirmes it 
by the greatnefſe of the danger, and bis inability ro fave himſelfe, 
procuring great feare, Whozs 7 feare, &c. and next, from the pro- 
miſe madeunto him, Thos ſaidſt. | | : 

Loe here, a ſweet patterne for our prayers to God whenwe feare 
any croſle, 
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_ Firſt, remember the Covenant and promiſe of God, and de- 
clare the miſery, then humble our ſelves in acknowledgement of 
our unworthinefſe, So make our ſuits boldly, and make our moane 
ro God of our dangers, and feares, and helpleſnefle; and againe 
urge him with his promiſes. Had not Zacob been accuſtomed to 
pray,hce could not have ſollicited the Lord after this manner,in this 


Apaine, inthe end of the ſame Chapter, when Chriſt appeared 
unto him in an humane likenefſe, ver.24. He wraſtled with him all 
night for ablefling, and would not give over till he had a promiſe 
from him; though be went limping away, the Angel giving him ſuch 
a cruſh on the hollow of his thigh in wraſtling, as made him draw bis 
legs after him, by the diſlocation, or diſ- joynting of his hip bone, 
ir may ſceme it was through rhe ſhrinking of the ſinew which had 
that bone in the ſocket. 

Ah, it is an excellent thing, as it were to wrafile with God, 
and though hee ſeeme angry with us, and ready to lame us and 
maime us, as yet ſtill cominde our ſelves of hispromiſes, and con. 
tinue fervent and conſtanrin prayers, till at laſt heepleaſe toanſwer 
us and make us know that wee ſhall prevaile with him, If Zacob had 
not been adevout man,well skilled incalling upon Gods name, hee 
could never have maintained in his heart ſuch an invincible reſo- 
lution as this, will not let thee goe till thou bleſſe me, even then, when 
inſtead of bleſſing he had ſuch a wrench as might ſeeme rather to 
teſtifie anger againſt bis importunity , then any minde to yeeld 
unto it, 


followed him with his prayers,ſaying, God Almighty grant you favour 
muſt not thinke that hee contented himſelfe with this ſhort ejacu- 
words and oftger. 


ouſneſle., 


true Iſraclices ; and thoſe that doe, ſhew themſelves to bee guided 
with the ſame Spirir that ſae!-: Eſpecially ler/ us learne to wraſtle 
with God, reſolving tocontinue carneſt and importunate, and to 
take no nay in begging for the performance of his promiſes , and for 
his bleſſing , though we ſeeme togaine nothing , but thar the Lord 
carries a ſhew of being angry with us, at length wee ſhall prevaile 
if weecontinue fervent, and refuſe to giye over, as our Lordalfo 
reacheth by his Parables inthe Goſpell, of a childe, a friend, and the 


| C3eN. | The Exampleof Cuapr.26. | 


Again,when he was to ſend Benjamin unto Egypt,Gen.43. 14. He| 
before the Man, that he may ſend away your brother, and Benjamin, You | 
lation, buthe made his requeſt to God for this great thing in more | 

So you ſee [«cob was a prayerfull man, this is one part of religi. | 

O that wee could bee prayerfull > © that wee could alſo make| 


Gods name our refuge at all times 2 which they thae doe nor, can | 
bardly take any true comfort in their eſtate, nor account themſelves | 


| 


Again. 
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21, verſes, the ſumme of which is this, that if God would provide 
him neceſſaries, and preſcrve him ſafely in his returne home to his 
Fathers, he would 1, make Gad his God, by adhering to him, and 
worſhipping him alone, and not imbracing any falſe God, whereof 
the world wat every where full in thoſe dayes, 

Secondly, That the Pillar ſhould bee Gods houſe, that is, a 


ſolemnly ſerve him, with prayers, ſacrifices, andall fit ſervices,” 

And laſtly, that he would give his tenth ro God, of all that God 
ſhould give him. Loe, you muſt learne the uſe of a vow, which is 
required in the Pſalme, Yow azd pay 70 the Lord, 

A vow isa binding ones ſelfe inan oath to God, to doe ſome law- 
fullthingwhich is in his power, that he may the better atraine to 
his ſuits. And the uſe of it is, in affi&ions to confirme our faith for. 
the attaining of Gods help, or in proſperity to teſtific our thankful. 
neſſe fora benefit. Let us be cautelous what we vow, and let us as 
need and occaſion ſhall offer, make vowes to God, eſpecially the uſe 
of a vow may be to tie our ſelves from things otherwiſe lawfull, thar 
have bcen ogcaſions of (ins tous, or to quicken us to ſuch good du- 
ties as we finde our ſelves moſt flack in : only take heed of vowing 
ra(hly, and vowing perpetually any thing,but what we be bound un- 
to by duty: for it is not unfic to binde our ſelves ro needfull and com- 
manded things by a vow, as here /acob voweth that God ſhall bee 
his God. ; 

I ſay therefore, uſe vowes as juſt occaſion ſhall ſerve, but nor 
haſtily, nor in paſſion, for ſuch vowes likely prove miſchievous, 
And eſpecially be carefull ro doe the things vowed, -thart is, to make 
God your God, ſticking cloſe to him, and abhorring all forreine 
gods. And (ecing now the danger is not fo great, a running after 
heatheniſh falſe gods, beware of going after thoſe heart-Idols, plea- 
ſure, profir, credit, eaſe, Make not the belly your God, by loving 
riches, wealth, good fare, &c. more than God, and caring for theſe 
hings more than for the favour and honour of God. 

Theſe bee the meſt dangerous Idols of our times; many a man 
that abhorres to worſhip an Image , a Sainte, an Angel, doth 
yer worſhip Mammon, and make the world his God ; take 
heed of this Idolatry, labour to know, love, feare, truſt in, obey 
God, to remember him, to chooſe him, 8c. to give him that 
whole, and inward fſpirituall, moſt needfull , moſt acceptable 
worſhip of the heart, which ſhall not ceaſe to be worſhip even in 
heaven. 

Theother Commandements continue in force during this life, 
of praying, reading, hearing, Sacraments, no uſe in heaven of 
oath, vowes, and ſuch a manner of ſanRifying Gods name as 


now, in heaven there is no uſe, So inthereſt : 


place of publike worſhipping God , where hee would openly and 


SI 
| Againe, you ſhall ſee 7acobvowing vow to God, Chap, 28, 20, | lamb vowed a 
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But to know, love, feare, delight in, obey, there is alwayes uſe, and þ 
| make God your God in this manner. | , 
Againe, prepare God an houſe, let him have a place of publique 
'| ſervice and worſhip. That you have provided to your bands: I need 
but requeſt to keep it in handſome and(decent faſhion; to maintaine 
itcomelily as beſcemeth Gods houle, not as if it were a barne or 
ſome out-houſe. ; 
| Former times you ſce built goodly and faire houſes for God : will 
not you kcep them fairely, & ſo, that they ſhall be ſweet,and dry,and 
fightly, not in ſuch/plightthat would bring the imputation of baſe- { 
neſſe apon your ſelves, ifany of your houſes ſhould lie ſo Can you 
be at coſt toadorne and furniſh your owne houſes, and not Gods ? : 
For aſſure your ſelves, theſe places ſeparated for religious meetings 
be Gods houſes ſacred tohim, dedicated, aſſigned, given tohim,hee | 
hath intereſt ineco them, If an-Idols-Temple be an Idols-Temple ; } 
that is, ſuch an houſe as an Idoll hath intereſt in, and is ſacred with a ” IJ 
falſe and unholy kinde of ſacredneſſe; ſure then a Church to God | i 
is Gods Church, and fuch athing as he is intereſſed into, and is ſa- | 
cred with a true and reall ſacrednefle : Mie houſe ſhall be called an} 
houſe of prayer to all nations. Loe,an houſe of prayer, that is, of pub- 
liqueworſhip (a part for the whole) and this houſe Gods houle, and 
that among all Nations. VVould you wiſh a clearer proofe for the 
warrantof Churches and their ſacredneſſe > but what availes it to 
keepa Church handſome if you frequent it not 2 O therefore come 
'to Gods houſe, frequent the publique worſhip there performed. 
The meaneſt ſervice done amongſt us,if it be but reading of a Chap- 
| |ter,is more noble (becauſe not ſo typicall) than the killing of a 
[beaſt : Come therefore ro Gods houſe conſtantly; fare 1acob did ; 
not meane that he would ſet apart a place for publique worſhipand 
not come neare it, but thathis care ſhould be there roworſhip God. 
Othar you would all come frequently ro Gods houſe for conſci- 
enceandlove > Arleaſt, O that the Officers would compell them 
by feare, whom goodneſle cannot bring > that ſo they may bee in 
good way of being bettered by Gods Ordinances. | 
But acob vowes to give the tenth of all that God ſhould give 
him, to God , even to the maintaining his publike worſhip in 
that place, for Gods worſhip will bee coſtly. Himſelfe per- 
ſonally can receive nothing , but by giving it to his worſhip, 
and the places, and things, and perfons that belong to his worſhip, 
it is given tohim, If there be any amongſt you, that thinkes exam- c 
ples of holy writ to binde him , as it ſeemes ſome doe in other 
things, where the matrer is ſuch as will put them to no great coſt, 
let them aske their conſciences, Why ſhould not this examplc 
binde them as well as any other example > That it ſhould bee 
atypical], ceremonial], and temporall ordinance, ro ive God riche 
*'Þ of all wee have ; I could never yet heare any reaſon of any force: 
| | Some 
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Some doe ftraine their wits to finde our a kinde of ſhadow in it, and 
cell what it may ſignifie ; bur the Scripture, for ouzhr I know, doth 
not giveany notice ofany ſuch ching. You ſee it was the uſeafore 
the Leviticall pricſthood, and thereiore it is nota thing depending 
upon the Leviticall priefthood :; Nay, the Apoſtle makes mention 
of itas athing due to the etervall prieſthood of Melchiſedek, There- 
fc why ſhould any man thinke his conſcience bound by any other 
Example, and not by this > But to me it ſecmes plaine, that Abra- 
hb. and Tacob would nevcr have obſerved this portion in meaſuring 
ot clicle paiments to God, if they had not conceived it a perpetuall 
and a naturall duty, It is ſurely a morall precept ro honour God 
with our goods, and by bringing preſents to him. Seeing theſe holy 
mes thought it fit to grant God 'ſo liberall a portion, why ſhould 
wenotthinke him worthy as much > But if you cannot bring your 
ſelves to thinke that fo much is due to God ;- yet I hope youwill 
make your ſelves beleeve, that ſurely ſomething muſt bee due to 
God, and that in aliberall quantity, For God is worthy to bee ho- 
noured with our goods, I trow,as much now as ever : and doc we ho- 
nour him if we bring him nopreſenr, no gift > will you therefore be 
ſomewhat liberall to God >? will you binde your (elves by vow 2 or 
without voiv freely dedicate ſome good part of your ſubſtance ro 
God, and as God bleſleth you, lay ftill afide ſomerhing (if you di 
ſtruſt God ſo much, as you thinke he will not reward ſuch a quantity 
as the Tenth, why then with a ninth, or aneighth, or a ſeventh, or a 
fifth, with ſomething I ſay, that ſhall Chew, you are deſirous roobey 
every Commandement, and fo to prove your ſelves ſincere to God, 
Surely tomarke how God proſpersa mans labour , and then to bee 
conſtant inlaying aſide a good portion for God , this ſhall be none 


and beautifie Gods houſe, tofurther Gods worſhip any way, and to 
relieve the poore members of Chriſt, would make you forich in 
good workes, and fo increaſe your liberality by exerciſe, as would 
undoubtedly pull a rich bleſſing upon you, and cauſe you to have in- 
tereſt into the bleſſing of having your prayers torunne over with in- 
creaſe. 

Shew your ſelves liberall to God, and be good 7acobs; elſe, he that 
iSa niggard to God, and will honour him indeed with his lips, nor 
with his goods, gives others reaſon rothinke, though himſelfe be (o 
full or ſelf-love, that hewill not think ſoofhimſelfe that he honours 
him only with his lips. | 

If any ay, bis ſtate is ſo poore that he cannor, I anſwer, 

God hath propounded this as a meanes to get riches ; and the 
poore man hath no reaſon to thinke that Gods meanes will bee una- 
vaileable, 

But a poore neceſfitous man that is faine to live of the bounty 
much what of others, muſt not be a rule for thoſe that have better 
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of mine, it ſhall be Gods, ready at hand for pious uſes, ro keep up, | 
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eſtates, I ain verily perſwaded, thatone great cauſe of many a Chr: | 


| tian mans poverty,is this ; he honours not God with his riches, and 


why ſhould Ged malg. him rich > If we fee a man not to honour 
God with his wit Crna, and then God deprive him of wit and 
ſtrength ; Doe we not readily impure this crofle tothe defertof that 
fin > and why are we not induced to conclude, God doth nor proſper 
this man in his eſtate, becauſe he did not honour God with his eſtate? 
And ſomuch for 7acobs devotion in vowing, and the things vowed. 

Now he wor{hipped God alſo by ſacrifice , and performed his 
vow to God at laſt. Ger. 35. 3. [will make an Altar unto God at Be- 
thel, who anſwered me inthe day ef my diſtreſſe, and'was with mein the way 
which Iwent, by which it 1s to be thought, that Zacob prayed in his | 
journey, when he was benighted in the way, and that dreame was 
Gods anſwer to his prayer : and ver.7. He builded as Altar, and called 
it EI Bethel, Now this Altar was not without ſacrifices, and a pub. 
like profeſſion of Gods whole worſhip : He made Goda houſe, and 
began thereto ſertle the publike worſhip of God according to his 
vow, Indeed it wasa weakneſle in him to ſtay ſolong, till God was 
faine to put him in minde, both by a fore crofle, and by a Viſion of 
going to Bethel for this end ; but he was religious, and kept his Vow 
at laſt. O ler us keep our vowes, let us offer ſpirituall facrifices of 
prayers, praiſes, contrire hearts, our owne ſelves, almeſdeeds, and fo 
ſhew our ſclves right Iſraelites, or Iacobites, 

Laftly, his devotion ſhewes it ſelfe in his religious taking of an 
oath himſelfe to Zabar, and miniſtring it to his ſon /oſeph, as you ſee 
Gen, 31.53. Heſwareby the feare of 1[aac, he was carefull ro keephim 
to the true God, and ſwearing by bim, and that ſeriouſly, and on a 
juſt occaſion, not lightly and vainly ; and Gey, 47.29. Hedid moſt 
religiouſly miniſter an oath to Zeſeph, to bury him in the Land of 
Canaan, (a type of heaven,) as Abraham had doneto his ſervant be- 
fore, making him put his hand under his thigh, of which I cannot 
give you acertaine and infallible reaſon, whether the geſture were to 
(hew ſubje&ion to him to whom he ſwore,or reſpettorthe promiſed 
ſced that was to come out of thoſe loynes : I cannoraſſure you, bur 
I pray you learne to reverence an oath by this Example, and to | 
uſe itupon dueand weighty occaſions, and in a ducand reverend |. 
manner. ; 

We lay our hands often on the booke,and it is our accuſtomed ſo- 
lemnity, and avery fit one z by which you may ſee thar it is no fault 
or ſin touſe ſome ſolemnities in Gods worſhip, not commanded, nor 
ſo much asexemplified; foran oath is Gods worſhip, and no man 
yet queſtioned the Jawtulneſle of that ſolemnity, intaking an oath. 


| I ſay we lay ourhands often on the book with little conſideration of 


that God by whoſe name we ſweare. But the not fearing of an oath is 
alleadged as part of the deſcription of an ungodly man , ſee there 


fore that you take heed of profane ſwearing, 
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| Hewasalfocarefullrogivethankes to God for benefits received, 
co praiſc him, and continue the remembrance ofhis goodneſſe, that 
had ſo favoured him in the place where he appeared to him: He ſet up 
the ſ{one for a Pillar, andpoured oyle upon it, (which was nothing elſe bur 
{ a ſolemne thankſgiving) and afrer,when God appeared to him again 
| at Bethcl, He ſet np a Pillar, and poured oyle upon it, This was to perpetu. 
ate the remembrance of the thing, at leaſt to bring ir ro his owne 
mindeand his childrens, which were after to inherite the Land; and 
to ſhew his thankfull minde to God, in offering that oyle, and that 
wine in teſtimony of his joytull acknowledgement of Gods good. 
ncſle rohim. 

Theſe kinde of ceremonies we have not cauſe touſe, bur a careful! 
ſtirring upof Gods benefirs in our mindes, and thankfull acknow- 
tedgement of his goodnefle we muſt ever performe, So he called the 
place Pericl, where God appeared rohim in his wraſtling, and Ma 
hanaim, when the Hoſt of God appearcd to him; and the like. All 
theſe things were proofes of a minde deſirous ro bee perpetually 
mindtullof Gods benefits, that by them he might be ſired up to a 
more carefull obedience of his Commandements, 

Laſtly, Jacob was obedient to God, ready tobe ruled by him in the 
courſe of his life, as appeareth intwo things principally, vis, his re- 
curne from Padan Aram to Canaan; for fo fſoone as God appeartd un. 
ro him, commanding his returne, by and by he returned, and when 
Toſeph his ſon had ſent for him, hewould not leave the Land of Cana- 
an, untill he had conſulted with God, and been warned by him ina 
dreame to goe up, and then went he up : Indeed 7axcots whole life 
was a patterne of dutifull obedience unto God, | 

Let us learne by his example to give our ſelves obediently unto 
God inall things, and to be ruled by him in every thing, afrer the di- 
re&tions of the holy Word, as /aceb was in theſe particulars, by the 
Dreames in which God appeared unto him, 

And ſo much for acobs vertues in reſpect of God, Naw inreſpe&t 
of himſelfe. 

He was an humble man,as appeareth in his prayer to God before, 
when he confefſeth, that he is Leſſe than the leaſt of all his mercies:mean« 
ing, that he is unworthy the ſmalleſt of them, and had nor deſerved 
even the meaneſt, 

Itis a worthy grace to ſec ones owne unworthineſſe of any good 
rhing, and robe ſo meane in his owne conceit, that hee challengerh 
nothing of deſert. 

Humility is inthe Angels and bleſſed Spirits; when they pre- 
ſent themſelves before God, they fall downe before him,and account 
themſelves mworthy his benefirs : for that which hath its originall 
from nothing, meerely by the pleaſure of another, cannot but bee 
baſe and contemptible in compariſon of that from whence it came ; 


they 
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and ſo ſtands the caſe betwixt God and allcreatures : Wherefore, | 


— 


6. Hegave 
th:nkes to 
God for bene- 
fits received, 


7. He wasobe. 
dieut io God, 


2, Tacobs vers 
rucs in reſpect 
of himſclfe, 

r, He was an 
humble man, 


Humility is 2n 
excellent 
graces 


os | (Fin. The Example of Gu A P, _ 


they ought to be poſſeſſed with the fence of this diſtance betwixt 
God and them, foas to eſteeme themſelves nothing in compariſon 
of him, and as Zacob here expreſſethit; than which, wee cannot con- 
ceive a better expreſſion, Leſſe than the leaſt of all bis mercies, This hu- 
mility will make one thanktull for mercies, and carefull to uſe them 
well, and able meekly to part with them, and fo fit ro. njoy them, 
This humility pleaſerh God exceedingly, becauſe it fitteth the crea. 
rure for that end, to which God did principally looke in creating 
him, even toglorific his Creatour. See that you get ir, and increaſe 
it continually ; harbour lowly thoughts of your ſelves, goe to God 
for good things, but goe, flying alone to the throne of grace and 
mercy, not at all truſting in your ſelves, or inany thing that is in 
your ſelves, The more one can diſavow his owne worth, and ſil! 
build his prayers, and hopes on Gods mercies, the more pleaſing to 
God are both himſclfe and his ſervices, 
3, He was Secondly, acob was a man contented witha little, a ſmall portion 
contented | of Outward things would fatisfie him: therefore when he vowes to 
withalittle, | 09, he doth not aske great matters, but Bread to eate, and raiment to 
pat on, This contentednefle of minde is a worthy and rare grace, it 
ariſeth partly from humility, partly from a right underſtanding of | 
the nature of theſe earthly things, and an holy advancement of ſpirir 
in thedeſire of heavenly things, and it helps much to that right tran- 
quility of minde, in which the greateſt of mans happinefſe doth 
conſiſt, and ſtrengthens the ſoule againſt all unjuſt and ſinfull meanes 
of getting riches, and diſpoſeth a man to liberality and mercy to 
others ; rocate tothecontentation of his ſoule, is better than to fare 
exceeding daintily and plentifully without contentation. To have 
enough, and know when one hath enough, is better than all abun- 
dance that canbe attained. Blame your ſelves, that a little will nor 
give you content, but you are ſtill greedy of more, though you have 
already food and raiment in abundance. 

Follow S. Pazls precepr, and 7acobs example ; you muſ; take pains | 
\ | often with you ſelves, to ſettle your hearts in this contentation, elſe 
—_/ | itwill not be gotten, for mans corrupt nature makes him unſatiable. | 
But he that can place his whole happineſſe in God, will ſoone bee 
able to ſtay his deſires in a few other things, even in food and rai- 
ment. . 
3» He was 2 Further, 7acob was a prudent, diſcreet man, and knew how to carry 
diſcreet man. | 1; mſelfe fitly for the avoiding of danger, as may be ſcene in his be- 
haviour towards his brother Zſaz, when he came againſt him full of | 
wrath and fury, to revenge himſelfe for his ſuppoſed wrong, in get- 
ting from him his birth-righr, and hisbleſſing. _ 

For firſt, he divided his family into two parts, ſaying, 1f Eſau come 
and (mite the one company, theother ſhall eſcape. 

Secondly, He prayed earneſtly to God to ſave him from the hands 
of his brother, whom he greatly feared. 
| Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, he preſenteth him with a large preſent,and ſer a ſpace be- 
ewixt drove and drove, commanding them to anſwer his brother with 
all ſubmiſnefſe , ſaying when they ſhould be asked, Whoſe aretheſe 
before thee ? They be thy brother Iacobs, It isa preſent ſent ro my Lord 
Eſau,and he is behindeus : and ſfothe ſecond and the third,and all thar 
followed the droves, ſaying, wil! pacific him with a gift that noeth be. 
fore me, and afterwards, 7 will ſee hi face, peradventure he will accept of 
me, and then having wraſtled with God, Chap. 32. he ſaw his bro- 
ther comming, and divided his childrento Leah and Rachel, and the 
young maidcns, and ſetring the hand maides firſt, then Leah, rhen 
Rachel, himſclf went before them, and fell on the ground jeven times, 
and did obeiſarice, and ſocauſed the handmaids and his wives to do 
the like, and ſoby his ſabmiffive carriage he pacified his brothers 
anger, and God working with his prudence, found him excceding 
kinde and loving : and when be would have gone before him; excu- 
ſeth himſelfe by the pace of the young Infants and cartel], he avoid- 
ed his company, and by preſſing cauſed him to receive the gifr, and 
in very modeſt manner refuſed the traine which his brother left with 
him,and eſcaped his hands. So he proved that tobe true, which after 
Solomon told, T hat agift inthe beſome pacifieth great wrath, Prov.21.14. 
Andagift is as apreciom ſtone in the eyes of himihat hath it, and it proſper- 
eth whether ſoever it gocth, Eccleſ. 10.4. Yeelding pacificth great you 
Thus cob carried himſelfe prudently, and eſcaped his brothers fu- 
ry. Let us learne of 7acob,by liberality and ſubmiſhiveneſſe to appeaſe 
the fury of unreaſonable men : We muſt net yeeld ſo far as to fin, 
but to yeeld in all meck and lowly geſtures even to worthy men, is 
nota fin buta vertue. So likewiſe Bribery is naught, that is, to ſeek 
toturne a Governour from juſtice by gifts,and hire him ro dowrong; 
but by gifts to pacifie an angry man, and hire him to forbeare ſin- 
ning, that is a lawfull uſe of gifts, and topraGiſe Iiberality in fodue 
a ſeaſon, toredeeme the life by the goods, and to make them quiet 
that were inraged, isa very good thing. 

Seaſonable (tooping,and ſeaſonable bounty be fruits of prudence, 
and by ſuch meanes to ſave our ſelves from danger, 1s a part of wif 
dome and diſcretion. The like prudence 7acob praiſed towards the 
Zgyprtian Lord whom he thought tobe offended, not knowing that 
itwas his ſon Zoſeph, for whenthey were to have Berjamin in before 
him,he wiſhed them to takea preſent with them, and double money 
in their hands, that they might prevent all occaſion of diſtaſte, in re- 
ſpe ofthe money that was in his ſackes mouth, Ger. 43.11, 12. 

We muſt pray to God togive us the like wife diſcrerion, thatwe 
may carefully uſeall fir meanes to afſwage wrath, and ſo by Gods 
bleffing upon our diſcreet care, may free our felves from evill. But 
ttubbornnefle, and niggardlinefle, and a kindeof fowre ſtanding up- 
on our right or innocency, that it may carry a ſhew of courage and 
reſolution, is yet indeed a fruitof folly and ſelf-conceit, 
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Further, 7acob was a paintull and induſtrious perton, tor when hee 
came tO Padan Aram, and met with the Shepheards, and with Rache/ 
comming with her Fathers flocks, be advited them concerning the 
ordering of their cattell, and himſelfe rouled away the ſtone trom 
the Wells mouth, and watred Rachcls ſheepe. Chap. 29. 8, 9, 10. 
and afterwards, he abode in Labars houſe for a moneth, hee did nor 
live idly there, but behaved himſelte fo painfully and ſerviceably, 


ſerve me for nought: ſo that Laban found him a painful and ſerviceable 
man, which made him willing co -entertaine him. But eſpecially 
when he had undertaken the care of his Father in Lawes ſheepe, He 
ſerved him with all his might, as he tels his twowives, Chap. 31. 6. 
Which alſohealleadgeth to Zabans ſelfe, I» the day the drought conſu- 
med me, and the freft by night, and ſleep departed from mine eyes, Chap. 31. 
40. You ſce, that he was not idle, carelefle, and ſluggiſh, bur very 
diligent and laborious, | 

Herein we muſt imitate him, every man in his place, The diligent 
band maketh rich, ſaith Solomon, And he that tilleth his ground, ſhall be ſa- 
thficdwith bread, endthe good man ſhall eate the labour of his hands, But on 
the other part, ſlothfulneſle, idleneſſe, loytering,are diſgraced in the 


againſt them, They ſha# be clothed with rags, and ſhall have want enough: 
and T he way ef the ſlothfull is like athoynie hedge, ſtill full of pricking 
griefes and croſſes. 

W herefore now berake your ſelves toall painfalneſſe in your Vo. 


gainſt vices, by name, againſt pride, and mak<eth the ſoule humble, 
only ſo, that inordinateneſſe and exceſſe through lore of outward 
things doe not corrupt and putrifie it, How diligent alſo was Saint 
Paul in his calling > and how are the ſervants commended for dili- 
gent imployment in their Talents > and the good houſewife for her 
labours ; and contrarily, the ſlothfull ſcrvant is rated and puniſhed 
by loſing his Talent, and being caft into utter darkneſſe, 

Laſtly, 7acob wasallſo juſt in his dealings with all, for when Labar 
purſued him, as ifhe had been a theete, he bids him ſearch among all 
his goods, if he could find any thing there that was his,and when no- 
thing was found there unjuſtly gotten, he is bold to chide with Za- 
bax for purſuing him in that violent manner, Gey. 31.37, and ſo 
when the money was returned back in his ſons ſacks mouthes, he not 
knowing how it came thither, wifheth them to rerurne it back, leſt 
it might be anoverfight. Loe, he would not make advantage of an 
overſight, but that which was anothers or might be, he was careful 
roreturne unto the right owner, and that though ir mighr ſeem in 
ſhew an eafie matter to keep it, Letus learne righteouſneſſe of him, 
rake not any other mats goods, keep nor that which is not your own, 


but 
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that Zabanhimfelfe made him offer of wages, ſaying, Thou ſhalt net | 


booke of God, and miſery and want is threatned as a puniſhment j 


cations, and be not weary of wel-doing ; This diligence bath the | 
promiſe ofa bleſſing, and ſhall have the performance. Ir helperha. | 
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bur give every one his owne , ated take ro your felves that and only 
chat which is your owne, the contrary whereto is thett before God, 
though we can conceale it from men, 

The Law of nature commandeth us To ave as we would be done wnts, 
and every mans heart within tels him,thar he expeRts all juſt dealing 
from other men, and therefore cannot but finde faultwith thoſe that 
(hall uſe any unrighteouſnefle towards him. Let us not negle& the 
plaine direQions of naturall light; and though a man may ſuppoſe 
that the Bread of deceit and other unjuſtice & [weete, yer Solomon ſaith, 
1t ſhall prove bat eravell in the mouth, a thing troubleſome and unſa- 
voury, Yea Solomon ſaith, The riches gotten by lying, are but wainly toſ 
ſed to and froof them that ſeck death, and thar, The decettfull man;ſhall 
zot roaft what he tooke in hunting : and that, An inheritance may be ha- 
ftily corten at the beginning, but the latter end thertof ſhall ot be bleſſed, 
for he that getteth goods, and not by right, ſhall leave them inthe midſt of 
hs daies, and in bu exd ſhall prove afosle, Wherefore, that we may at- 
raine the bleſſing of God upon our eſtates, let us put away all kindes 
of unrizhteouſneſle , eſpecially rake we heed that we doenot take 
; [our advantage uponother mens over(ights or imperfe&ions, by mil. 
reckonings, falſe meaſures, or any kinde ofencroaching. If one leave 
in anothers hand any thing and forget, let not his forgerfulneſſe 
cauſe him to take it as his owne. If one lend us,and take no wirneſſe 
or ſecurity, let not his inability to prove the debt make us bold to 
detaine it, Let notthe love of riches and immoderate defire of gain 
ſo blinde oureyes, as to make us unable ro perceive the unequalneſſe 
and ſinfulneſſe of our courſe, nor yet ſo harden our hearts and dull 
our conſciences, that we ſhould be emboldened againſt our know- 
| [ledgetoenrich our ſelves by ſuch devices. 

o much for 7acobs vertues reſpeQing himſelfe. 

Now ſee his carriage towards others : 

Firſt, thoſethat were neare to him ; Then ſtrangers. 

And firſt, of his kindred, bis Superiours, Equals, Inferiours ; for 
his Superiours, they be his Parents, //a«c and Rebekkeh, rowhom hee 
was loving and obedient; his obedience he ſhewed in travailing to 
Padan Aram at his Mothers advice, & Fathers perſwafion for a wife, 
Ie behooveth children to ſhew all good ſubjeRion, and that parti- 
cularly inthis point of being ruled by their diſcreet and religious 
Parents in choice of a wife or husband, fo as to make them their 


ſuffertheir heares tobe ſer upon any perſon in that reſpe&, wichout 
the knowledge and conſent of their Parents ; nor hearken to moti- 
ons made to them withour the good liking of their Parents, 

If it be ſaid, how if Parents will crofſe their children in their affe- 
ions > T anſwer. 

The world is full ofexamples, by which ir is manifeſt, that many 
| come together in great heate of love, and within a few yearcs grow 
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| 


guidersand direRors in this weighty buſineſſe, and they muſt nor| 
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fcllowes for 
their children. 


ſo troward,diſcontented, and carcletle cither of other,as none can be 
more. And againe,others come together with diſcretion,nor in ſuch 
vehemency of Love, and their hearts afterwards doe cleave each ro 
orher in {ingular love and deernefſe, Therefore it would become a 
childe to crofle his affetion, rather than his Parents. 
But what if Parents will force their Children cicher not at all to 
marry, or elſe to marry with ſuch as are unfit for them, in regard of 
Age, Religion, and inreſpect of evident detormities of Body,or dif. 
orders of Life. | 

I anſwer : 
I know no ſuch unlimited authoritic granted ro Parents; as to 
compell cheir children upon inconveniences in any of che{c reſpeas. 
Parents are bound torender fit yoake-fellowes to their Children , as 
God did to Adam: elſe rhe Children innot following their advice do: 
forbeare to be ruled, not by their authority, but by cheir luſts. For 
if Parents may not provoke their Children to wrath leſt they be diſconra- 
Zed, {urely they may nor thruſt them upon other milerics and di- 
{tempers. | | 

But what muſt be done in ſuch a caſe 2 I anſwer : 

By patience and long ſuffering, and intreaty of Common friends, 
and like meanes, the Children muſt ſecke rowin their Parents to 
reaſon ; which if they cannor doe, they muſt referre themſelves to 
the Governours, Magiſtrates, or Miniſters: and if theſewill not, or 
by the Lawes cannor provide for their help, they maſt even follow 
the advice of vertuous and wiſe Friends and Neighbors. | 

But ſuppole that in ſuch caſe the Parents frowardneſſe be ſuch 
that they will not yeeld to reaſon, and that they will rather drive their 


none,what muſt the childe doe then >? 
I anſwer : 


himſelfe called of God tothe ſingle lite: Bur if hee cannot by all 
good wayes ſo farre overcome himſelfe, bur that his minde is con. 
quered by deſires of Marriage, hee hath a plaine rule from S. Pau! : 
Tt is better to marry thanto burne, Yea,butrthen the Parents diſpleaſure 
followes, and lofſe of ſuch meanes or portion as elſe he might 
have had. 

I anſwer : 

Every good Chriſtian muſt reſolve to take up his crofſe and fol- 
low Chriſt, therefore I require you ſonnes that have nor troden in 
| Zacobs ſteps for this matter, ro be humbled for it with true and hear- 
ty repentance. Sinne will hazard a good man to ſome ſeverity of 
puniſhment ( I meane that of krowne finnes, fuch as a man doth, 
or would bee carefull might underftand to bee finnes) untill par- 
ticular repentance come betwixt, to ſtop or remove that ſame, bur 
when a man hath and doth conveniently at fir times kumble himſelfe 


Children to an inconvenient match, or yceld their good liking to| 


If God vouchſafe that gift hemuſt forbeare Marriage, eſteeming 
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{ fora fault, it ceaſeth to make him liable to remporall evils, further 
' then they be needfull to increaſe and make up what would be want- 
| ing in his repentance, and he that will at Gods reproofe turne unto 
him in humiliation and amendment, (hall findethe Lord a gracious 
| Father, and ſuch aone as will not proceed to ſmarting corrections, if 
| loving and carneſt admonitions may prevaile. 

Apaine, all you children to whom God hath vouchſafed ſuch Pa. 
rents as bave dealt wiſely and mildly with -you in this matter, pre- 
 ſenting unto you fit yokefellows,and ſuch againſt whom no excepti- 
on might be juftly made, or have yeelded you to your owne choice, 
and that hath ſo guided you roo, that you have pleaſed your Parents 
in your matches, and ſo with good will and approbation on both 

fides have entred into this eſtare, be you thankfall ro God that bath 
ordered this affaire ſo properouſly for you,and rake heed ofaſcribing 
[uhis comfort ro your owne wit and goodnefle, without giving the 
whole honour to God, that gave the wit, and the goodnefle, and the 
ſucceſſe, without whoſe favourable providence, neither wit, nor 
goodnefſe would have brought the buſineſle, 

If benefits be perverted to nourith our good conceits of our 
ſelves , not toencreaſe our thatkes and praiſes ro God, they be bur 
_ unſanRified benefits, ſuch asat laſt will make our ſtate more miſe- 
| rable than the want of them would have done, 
| But all you young, and yet unmarried folke, looke to your 
ſelves, pray to God to ſubdue your paſſions to reaſon, and both to 
your Parents, take notice it is your duty to give this honour to 
your Parents , and reſolve that by Gods affiftance you will per. 
forme ik, 

Hearken to no enticements, let no beauty or other allurement 
winne ground upon your hearts, bur ſtill keepe your ſelves free 
and in fir caſe ro continue dutifull obſervers of the fifth Com: 
mandement. T 

Butwe have another Superiour with whom 7acob had occaſion at 
laſt rodeale, viF. Laban. ; 

Firſt, An Vncle. 

Secondly, A Mafter. 

Thirdly, A Father in Law. 

See how well 7acob carried himſelfe to Laban in all theſe reſpets, 

I. As hewas an VYncle, before he entred into the other relations, 
he lived ſolovingly and painfully with him in his houſe for the ſpace 
of a moneth together, that Zabans ſelfe was both willing to give him 
ſome due wages and allowance for his ſervice, which of his owneac- 
cord heoffered himſelfe to doe, and alſowhcn motion was made of 
giving him Rachel, did willingly accept the motion, yea put the other 
; upon him too againſt his will, whereby it is evidenr,thar he behaved 
| not himſelfe ſo, as to be a cumber and burdento the family, but was 
| belpfull roit : This was very commendable in him, that he carried 
| Ef himfelfe 
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 [ous, and wiſe,and orderly in theirwhole behaviour, that their friends 


| might have procured this match rather than his ſervice, But herein 
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and to abide ſome time with them, would ſhew themſelves 1o vertu- 


might not have occaſion to account them burdens, bur rather bene- 
firs untothemſelves and their families, ſo long as they ſhall have 
cauſe rocontinue, and not fo rudely, waſtfully, idly, that the houſe 
is diſcharged as it were of fome ill humour,when the time comes that 
they ſhall be gone away. 

Further, L:ba» had two daughters, and 7acob loved one intirely,yet 
we ſee thar he craved the Fathers good will atore he made any ſuitat 
all ro the maiden. He went not to Rackc/ to ger her good will, and 
cowin a promiſe from her, but takes the firte& occation that offered 
it ſc]fe, to [et the Father underſtand his minde, and to make agree- 
ment with him. Here alſo young men have an excellent patterne to 
imitate, and a ſweet direction tor their proceedings in marriage; 
Firſt, ro make ſure with the Parents and Governours, and aiter to 
deale with the young perſons themſelves,as alſo Sampſordid, and the 
ſervant of 46raharn,and as nature it ſclfe teacheth it (hould be done , 
for why ſhould nor he that bath right into any thing , bee conſulted 
wi hall about parting withit,, afore we {eek to driveaway the thing 
it ſeltewhich appertaineth to him. 

O thoſe of you that have done, or are now in doing otherwiſe, bee 
you blamedas men that proceed nor vertuouſly in this courſe, and 
therefore are either through lucre of portion, or elſe inordinate affe- 
Rion(which men call love)thruſt aſide from a right,toa wrong path, 
Now at laſt 7ac#b becomes a ſervant to his Father in Law, and agrees 
to performe ſeven yeares ſervice for one daughter, and as many for 
the other. 

For my part I cannot commend 7a-ss prudence in this matter, he 
bound himſclfro a very long apprentiſhip. He might have taken or- 
der to have ſent meſſengers berwixt T/asc and Laban, that his portion 


yet hedeales well with Zaban, whom he was willing to advantage ſo 
much for his daughters ſake. So far was he from being defirous to 
ſteale away Rachel, that he choſe rather to ſue for her : every young 
man muſt learne hence nor that particular thing which 7acob did, to 
ſerve for a wife, but that common rule of equity which he followed, 
ro give a'man all reaſonable and good content in marrying his 
daughter, in affording ſuch convenient allowance to her as is fit, nei 
therwill hebe unwilling to this duty ; that is, not moved more with 
baſe ends, than love of herwhom he marricth, | 
But 7acob ſhewes a fingular gentleneſſe and reſpe& to him in that, 
when he had beguiled him, and put Zeah upon him inſtead of 


Rachel, yer he did not put her away, and refuſe to have her, but 
| was 


| (It N. Facob. CHnraP.26, 

| was rather contented to ſerve another ſeven yeres for Rachael, than he 
would make any ſtir, As for the matter of Polygamy and marrying 
two ſiſters, the laſt was not then a fin, the former was not eſteemed 
to be one; but ſurely 7acob received very hard meaſure of Laban in ob. 


you ſee hee devoures the injurie without any great outcry, onely 
hee rels him of the wrong in words , nothing favouring of bic- 
terneſſe, 

O that wee alſo could learne to reprove a wrong-doer, ſpecially a 
ſuperiour doing us wrong, with milde and good language, without 
railing, without clamorouſneſle and diſgracefull ſpeeches. It were 
[a ſweet thing to have ſo much government over our paſhons and 
' tongues, that they might nor carry us to ſet out wrongs with roo 


ſpeeches againſt him that hath done us thewrong, Iris never tryed 
tothe purpoſe what bumilicy, what true diſcretion the ſoule is en- 
| dowed withall, untill it receive the triall of injuries. He that in ſuch 
| caſe can keepe himſelfe within compaſle, that his words be neither 
' many nor violent, ſhewes that he hath ſome command of himſelfe, 


' and fome feeling acknowledgement of Gods provident government, 


and his own worthineſſe of far greater evils. 

| But he that hath never done amplifying ſuch a wrong, and is fu- 
| rious and bitter againſt the offendor, ſhewes that hee hath a great 
heart that can make the wrong ſo great, and doth nor looke to the 
hand, bur to the rod, againſt which hee gives himſelfe to ſhew ſo 


much diſtemper. 
Agpaine you ſee, that 1acob is even ready patiently to fit downe by 
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another ſeven yeares, rather than he will make a great ſtir, and con- 
tend with L«bav, Ve cannot thinke ſo hardly of any times, that 
| there were no Lawes or Governours that would and ſhould have 
'righted thiswrong, if Zacob would have made his complaints : but 
| Tacob was from his Fathers houſe, and a ſiranger, and friendleſſe, 
and therefore thought it more wiſdome to ſit downe and be con- 
| tent with ſomewhat hard conditions, than to make a greater quarrel! 
and contention. 
| O thatwe could get our hearts ſtored with a proportion of wiſ- 
dome and meeknefle, ſurable to thar of Zacob, even to make us able 
todevoure wrongs with ſomewhat ill and harſh conſequences, rather 
than to make a great brawle, ſpecially if we be inferiours alſo, and 
finde our ſelves likely to mend our ſelves little by contending, ſuch 
a ſubmiſſive and peaceable diſpoſition will make us capable of a 
larger bleſſing from God than any wee could get by ſtriving and 
brawling ; and not onely ſo, bur would give us more quietneſſe 
' and content inour ſelves, than the either revenging ot redrefling of a 


| wrong another way. 


i Follow 


'truding another upon him,than was agreed upon to be his wife, yer | 


many and large aggravations, and with inveaive and contumelious |- 


the wrong, and is content now to make himſelfe an Apprentice for | 
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| | yearesat the moſt, and then was Joſeph ſeven yearcs old, for hee was 
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Law. 
And now we finde cob a ſervant,and that for fourteen yeares: hee 


married the twodaughters within a few moneths after bis comming 
thither, as may be demonſtrated by the ages of the children,by name 
of oſeph the youngeſt, who was ſeventeene when hee was fold into 
Agypt, and thirty when he ſtood before Pharaoh firſt,and lived after, 
ſeven yeares of plenty, and then two yeares of ſcarcity , that is, thir- 
ty nine inall, and then was Iacob one hundred and thirty, So that 74. 
cob was ninty and one yearcs of age when he begate him, and that was 


his birth, 1acob would have laboured for his owne boule, and Labay 
agrees upon wages. Therefore hee was ſeventy and ſeven yeares or 
thereabouts, when he came to Labey, and being of that age, it was 
not likely that he would live ſo long unmarried afore hee tooke a 
wife, 

Againe, betwixt Jacobs going to Padey,and returning,were but two 


borne toward the end of the fourteenth yeare; and if 7acob had nor 
married Zeah till ſeven yeares wereended, the eldeſt of 1acobs ſonnes 
could be but ſeven yeares at moſt elder than hee; that is, fourtcene 
yeares, and 7oſeph was thirty and nine yeares when [acob came to him, 
or thereabouts; Therefore, the eldeſt of- Zacobs ſonnes at that time 
was but forty and fix, and Judah was the fourth of the ſame mother , 
ſohe muſt be but forty and two, or thereabouts, and yer had he three 
ſonnes marriageable before he begate Pharez, and Phares had two 
ſonnes when they wenedowne to Egypt, Allow 1adah to marry at 
fifteene, Er at fifteene, and let Thamar waite but two yeares for the 
third ſonne, now Ind«/ was thirty and two : Let Pharez marry at 
fiftecne, and have two ſonnes in two yeares, that 1s ſeventeene, ſo 
have we forty and nine yeares: and therefore ſeeing greater haſte 
could notbe made, at leaſt ſo many yeares did paſſe betwixt, and 
that will come to juſt ſeven yeares more than the time will amount 
tO, if 1acob married at the endof ſeven yeares ; therefore he married 
the firſt yeare. 

But whenſoever he married, in making himſclfe a ſon in Law, he 
made himſelfe an hired ſervant too; now how did be carry himſelfe 
a$2 ſervant. | 

Firſt, with all diligence. 

Secondly, faithfulneſle, 

For he followed his maſters buſineſſe painfully, and conftantly, 
andordered himſclfe towards them moſt innocently, and ſo made 
_ little, much, through the bleſſing of God upon his labour and 

delity. 
biker theſe duties appertaineto all ſervants, and are required of 


* Follow 1466 therefore in this his carriage towards his Father in 


in the laſt of the fourteene yeares agreed upon, for by and by upon | 


S, Paul, ſaying, doing Service with goodwill, and not with eye-ſervice, 
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| 4 men. pleaſers, but with ſingleneſſe of heart, fearing Goa, and ſhewing all 
| good farthfulneſſe, that the name of God be not evill ſpoken of. And ſeeing 
| God would have families maintained, and a diſtinion of Mafter, 
' and Servants in the families, it was requiſite that he ſhould oblige 
ſervants rotheſe duties, for upon the proſperity of families depends 
| the welfare of Townes and Countrics, and ſoof the whole World. 


An houſe in which good ſervants live, proſpers ; but idle and un- | 


truſty ſervants quickly bring it to nought , God therefore that made 
| all rhings for good, welfare, and proſperity, muſt needs, according 
tothe rules of his ownwiſdome, fit the meatis rothe end, and require 
| ſervants in this manner to governe themſelves to their Governours, 
{ Now you that have been ſervants formerly, which hath beene the 
ſtare and condition of the greater number amongſt you ; Conſider 
what ſervants you have been, let not your younger dayes be pafſed 
over forgerfully. : 
It is a principall part of an aged mans duty to looke backe upon 
his former times, and to finde out the miſtakes of his youth, that by 
humbling himſelfe for them, he may attaine pardon from God. 
Loe this duty now, and if you can remember your ſelves to have 
been ſlothfull, waſtfull, undutifull ſervants, as far unlike to 7aceb, as 
blacke and white are unlike each to other, then rake time to pre- 
ſent your ſelves before God, and judging your ſelves for ſuch inju- 
riouſneſſe, beg pardon and remiſſion, aad reſolve againſt the like 
corruptions of your preſent places. | 
And you who finde that God did inable you in that eſtate to ſhew 

your ſelves diligent and truſty, give God the glory, and rejoycein 
his great goodneſle, that gave you not over to the unbridledneſſe of 
your evill natures, : 


bath great cauſe tobleſſe Gods name that gave him not over tothe 
licentiouſneſſe of that age. And all you that be ſervants, muſt pray 
ro God that he would make you good and conſcionable ſervants, 
that not alone out of love to your owne reputation, and a defire to 
thrive inthe world, that you may bepainfull and truſty, but out of a 
defire and intention to pleaſe God in your places and callings; for S, 
Paniwould bave ſervants roremember, that They ſerve the LordChriſt, 


them, as well as thoſe that ſerve him in higher callings. 

Again, He diſcovered a great deale of patience, and gentleneſſe 
towards him, for Zabaz was fickle and inconſtant, and changed bis 
wages many times,be ſaith tentimes I ſuppoſe,uſing by a wonted fi- 
gure, a certaine number for an uncertaine. But 7acob devoures this 
wrong patiently, doth notexpoſtulate with him, nor ſhew himſelfe 
ſharp or bitter, but puts it over without words, and goes not from 
him through diſcontent, till God by an Angel bid him goeto his 
Fathers houſe againe. 

Ff 2 So 


An aged man, whoſe youth hath been indifferently well ordered, | 


and To looke unto the immortall inheritance, with which he will reward | 


6, He was pa- 
tientand 2cne 
tleto Laban, 
though hee 
changed his 

| Wages, 


Lo IT 


\ 


66 


he parted 


Paſſhcns» 


{rom-him, he 
ſhcewed mode- 
r:tion of his 


7 Inthe ccn- 
cluſion, whcn 


He was quick. 
ly pacifed 
with his Fa» 
ther in Law. 


i 


' rohel), him that doth raile athis brother with the nameot Foole. 


Git v. 


So ſhould ſervants ſhew themſelves gentle to their ungentle ma- 
ſters that are unkinde and injurious to them, and doe not uſe them 
ſo wellas equity requircth,and not be clamorous and violent againſt 
chem, Bur moſt ſervants, though they receive no bard meaſure, bur 
alone are juſtly reproved and corrected for their faults, are fo impa- 
tient that they cannot beare it, but make falſe and harſh complaints, 
and are ſo imbittered and diſcontenred, thatthey ſtraight reſolve to 
run away, and cannot bring themſelves to ſtoope ; theſe are of a con- 
trary ſpirit to Zacob, 

Now laſtly, in theclozeofall, when 7aco went ſrom his Father in 
Law, he ſhewed himſelfe a man, that thongh hce were ſenſible of 
| injuries, could yet moderate his paſſions, and keep anger within due 
limits ; for hee chid with him indced, and was angry againſt him, 
which any man may lawfully doe againſt him that ſeekes trodoe him 
burr ; bur he doth not raile at him, nor give him foule language, on. 
ly hetelleth him before their common friends,of his former and evill 


his rage. 
O that we could learne of him tobe fo farre maſters ofour ſelves, 


command our ſelves to forbeare bitter and reviling ſpeeches, and 
not be ſo tranſported beyond our ſelves, as to ralle, ſweare, curſe, 
threaten, and it may be worſe than all this. Moſt men, when anger. 
begins to boile, forget almoſt that they be men, altogether that they 
be Chriſtian men, and are fo madded, that they care not whart vile 
language proceeds out of their mouthes, and what ſharpneſle of a 
razor they diſcorer in their tongues; verifying that of S, ſames, That 
the rongne is ſet on fire of hell, and it ſelte ſets on fire the whole courſe 
of nature; and that though our Saviour have ſomanifeſtly adjudged 


See your folly and pride in this venting of diſtempered anger, and 
bewaile ir, and now learne of Gods faithfull ſervant 7acob (ſo honou- 
rablea Patriarch, thatby him the whole Church is called 7acob and 
Iſrarl) tobe ſoangry, as not to finby being driven forth into bitrer- 
nefſe of carriage. 

But laſt ofall, he was ſo quickly pacified, that when his Father 
did alone intimate (and not plainly make) a confeſſion of his faulr, 
by requeſting a Covenant of peace bctwixt them, quickly without 
aty words he condeſcended, and makes a feaſt for Laban and the reſt, 
and confirmes the Covenant by an oath, as you may readeit in Gey, 
31.45.t>theend. 

Here is a man of a quiet ſpirit indeed ! His Father in Law had 
wronged him formerly,and preſcntly,by purſuing bim,and by charg- 
ing him to have ſtolne his Idols, which he fooliſhly calleth gods, 
yet he had ſo ſoon forgotten all this, asat the firſt word to imbrace 
anoffer of reconciliation, and to enter irtoa Covenant with him of 
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uſage ; acknowledging Gods goodneſle in preſerving him from 


that when juſt occaſion of anger doth offer it ſelfe, wee might then | 


| 


peaceah! 
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peaceable carriage tO himſelfe and his daughters. It is a mottex 
ccllent grace to be quickly and cafily pacified, and to blot our the 
remembrance of wrongs, and to carry himfelte lovingly to ſach a 
man as hath offered him hard meaſure, and that alſo many times, 
evenas if he had received no ſuch injury from him, | 

This 1s ro imitate God and our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, who doth fo 
forgive us, and a ſurer proofe of an humble and diſcreet ſpirit wee 
'| cannot have any other. 

O you that finde your ſelves of a bitter revengefull ſpirit, that if 
you have been wrongfully entreared know not how to forger it, know 
not bow to forbeare taking all advantages of requiting like for like: 
See how contrary you be to this zodly man,-and enterraine even 
| anger and deteſtatton againſt your ſelves for ſuch maliciouſneſſe,and 

labour now ſo to prefle upon your ſelves the Commandement of 
God, and example both of God and good men withall, beſceching 
the Lord by his Spirit toworke the like .gentleneſle, long-ſuffering, 
and meeknefſle in you, that yon alſo may bee eaſily pacified, and fo 
ſoone able to quench the apprehenſion of injuries. Let us profit by 
good examples, and frame to thediſcharge of theſe duties, which the 
precept of God relleth us that we ought to doe, and the practiſe of 
godly men afſureth us they may be done, [fa thing be required, and 
poſſible, why ſhould we not addrefſe our ſelves unto it 3 

So much of Zacobs vertuous behaviour to his Superiours : 

Now conſider of his demeanour to his brother Eſas, 

He uſeth all ſubmiſſive geſture and loving carriage to pacific his 
anger, a5 we have ſhewed you before: then we commended him for 
his prudence and diſcretion to ſave himſelfe ; here we are ro com- 
mend him for his exceeding ſubmiſſive and winning carriage to his 
brother. 

[acob was not deſtitute of meancs tohave hired as many fouldiers 
25 Eſau brought with him, or ſome meanes he might have bethought 
himſelfe ofwbereby toreſiſt him, but he chooſerh rather toſtoppe 
and pacifie him by the faireſt waycs he could. God commatideth 
his people to offer termes of peace before they beſieged a City. 

Surely, ſubmiſſive and melting carriage is the beſt way to pacife 
wrath, and we muſt ſeek to that courſe firſt, nor alone, when wee bee 
over- matched with an enemy, but even then when we have power in 
our hands to ſave our ſelves by force, as wee ſee in 7ephta rowards the 
King of Ammon, But ſo ſturdy of nature be ſome, yea many, that 
they would rather expoſe themſelves to the rage of an Eſa,than have 
o bowed, they count it a baſeneſſe of minde to ſtoop and fell downe 
before another, having ſuch ablinde eye that they cannot diſtinguiſh 
betwixt humility and abje&nes, He that yeelds ſubmiſſive and paci- 
fying words and geſtures,is humble:he that ſtoops ſo low as to pleaſe 
ano! her,he is abaſed. 

And ſo much for 1acobs vertues to Eſa, 


Now 
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Now towards his owne Family : 
Firſt, in generall conſidered, He is carefull to provide for ir. 
Secondly, to pray for it. 
Thirdly, to purge it from fin. 
Firſt, to provide for ir, for you ſhall ſee him returning this anſwer 
to kis Father in Law after the end of his two apprentiſhips, Wher ſhall 
I provide for mine owne houſe, Gen. 30, 30, When ſhall I doe or work 
alſo for mine owne houſe, 7aceb had a rich Father in Law, Labas, and 
and arich Father, Iſaac, and yet will not he caſt himſelfe upon them 
to provide for his wife and children, but himſelfe will worke for that 
end : This isathing required of all men by the light of nature, as 
well as by the Lawes of God, to make proviſion of things needfull 
for their families, 
All thoſe beaſts and birds which live by couples, and are not ſold 
oyer to promiſcuous generation,doe provide holes and neſts for their 
young, and joyne tO maintaine them when they be young : See you 
not the poore Rookes now inthe height of the trees preaching to you 
this duty with ſo loud croakings > that you can ſcarce paſſe by a 
Grove, but that inarticulate language will admoniſh you, how 
quiet be they all the Winter,and other ſeaſons?Bur when the Spring 
comes, and that now nature prompts them to procreate young, they 
are ſodiligent to build neſts, and to hatch the young, and to feed 
them till they can ſhift for themſelves, that no houre ſees them idle, 
or ceaſing from that duty; you may ſce the ſame in the poore Star- 
lings : Seeing they be here, Iwill commend them to you for ma- 
ers of this duty, carly and late they be cloſe at this worke (taking 
indeed alittle time morning and evening to fit and chirp out their 
merry tune, aS if they would teach you to take time-for the praiſing 
of God, however urgent your buſinefſe may ſeeme tobe) burtelle all 
day long, flying too and fro with food to put into rhe mouthes of 
their gaping young. | 

Can you ſcetheſe things and not be infiruted to good husban. 
dry 2 S. Paulcalls him worſe than an [nfidell, that doth nor labour 
for bis family, to provide it neceſlaries. He might have gonealittle 
farther, and called him worſe than the feathered fowle,and the bruite 
beaſts, for even Foxes, Wolves, Bearcs, and Lions have this care in- 
graffed in them by nature. 

Now therefore, you unnatural, ſlothfull, waſtfull Fathers and 


| Mothers thatare ſowickedly given over to idleneſſe, and drunken- 


neſſe, or gaming, or other looſnefle, that you either will not worke| 
atall, or elſe will not work for your Families, buryour luſts to ſpend 
itontbem, I pray you at length be aſhamed of ſuch worſe than bru. 
tiſh diſternper of minde, and morethan beaſt-like miſdemeanour ; 
what account can you give to God when he ſhall call you roan 
account ? | | 

Where was your naturall aftcRion to your owne bodies and 


bowels > 


a. 
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bowels 2 where was your dutifull obedience to the Law ot God and 
Nature, and the Lawes of well ordered Common wealths > where 
were your wits and your conſciences ? and where be they that you 
| live more finfully and ſcandalouſly than the ignorant. Goe home 
I beſeech you with ſhame and ſorrow in your hearts and counte- 
nances, be not hardened againft this reproofe, after ſo many for- 
mer reproofes ; but fall downe before God, condemning your ſelves 
to the pit of Hell for ſuch your unthriftineſſe, and confeſſing your 
owne extreme ſlavery to finne, and unfitnefle to mend that or any 
other fault, beſeech the living God to reforme you by his Spirir, 
and to pardon you by the bloud of his Sonne, and even belceve 
his promiſe that hew1ll grant your prayers, and heale your Soules, 
and forgive your finnes for his Sonnes ſake, and fo in Faith to 
his promiſes, and Obedience to his Commandements , ſet abour 
the reformation of this and other faults; and ceaſe not praying, 
repenting, ſtriving, and you ſhall prevaile : unthrifrineſſe will 
prove a diſeaſe of exceeding difficult care, bur not uncurable: and 
you whom God hath pleaſed ro make good and provident, and 
thrifty husbands, blefſe him for it indeed , and withall pray him 
ro order you fo in labouring for your families, that it may ſhew 
it ſelfe to be a good Floure, growing up as a Fruit of Gods Spi- 
rit,not as a Weed ſpringing up from a corrupr, though reſtrai- 
ned Nature, by going into exceſſe, making:you ſo eager in provi- 
ding for your houſes, as that you become niggardly unjuſt , or 
otherwiſe exceſſive. For the worldly minded man, though hee live 
ih better reputation on Earth, hath no better reputation in Hea- 
ven than the waſte-good : nor ſhall have lefle rorment in Hell, ſee- 
ing theworldly minded are enemies to God, as well as the ſenſuall 
minded. So 7acob provided for his family. 
| Now hee prayes for them, as you ſee hee did when Tſaac came 
againſt him : Save me, for I feare leſt he come and ſtrike the Mother with 
the Children, Parents muſt- bleſle their children , and in this {ence 
alſo the whole families, and cry to God for proſperity and peace. 
If the Apoſtles bee bidden to pronounce peace, ſureiy then wee 
muſt pray for it. If S. Paul prayed for the houſhold of Oreſipho- 
7145, were it not a wonder that Oxeſiphorzs ſhould not pray for his 
owne houſhold 2 You Governours, ſhew your ſelves religious as 
well as thrifty : call upon God for the people committed to your 
charge : If publque ſupplications muſt be made for all men, ſurely 
then even man muſt privatly pray for them that are his owne. Be 
nor prophane, content not your ſelves alone to labour and toyle 
for your families , but viſit the Throne of Grace in their behalte, 
and call earneſtly upon God to ſave them chiefly from finne and 
wickedneſſe. | 

Further, 7acob purged his family, as you have it, Gen 35.2, to 
the requiring them to put away the falſe gods, and to bee cleane, 


and | 
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ſand change their garments, and then having received of them all 
their idolatrous and ſuperſtitious trinkets, hee buried them under 
the Oake mentioned there. 

O that all Parents would be carefull to clenſe all vices out of 
their houſes, as well as Idolatry, and this as well as other vices, 

But Parents are moſt times too too careleſle of their families, 
and ſee and winke at their finnes, their undecent behaviour, ryor, 
idleneſſe, diſguiſed attire}, and any naughtineſſe that doth not 
bring forth great diſcredit in the World. Parifie your houſes, 
and fo ſee the faults, as to chaſe them our, and call your people 
to amendment, to cleanneſſe, to. changing their garments ; if they 
be proud, vaine, fooliſh, as well as if they be ſuperſtitious, 
r2. Heinſtru-] Laſtly, Tacob inflructed his people here, and called them ro the 
_—_ _ worſhip of the true God, telling them that he would goe to Bethel, 
Nm to the | 4nd make an Altar to God that had falfilled his vow, and met himwhev 
Worſhip of | he fled from Eſau, Vee ſhould all call upon our fatnilies, and 
__ bring them to Gods Worſhip, and labour to inſtruct them there- 
in, that they may be able to performe ir holily and fruitfully : 
Surely, had not 7aceb tayght his people what Duty they did owe 
eo God in theſe ſacrifices, and how to performe them in ſpiriru- 
all manner, he muft have endeavoured onely to make them hypo- | 
criticall abuſers of Gods ſervice, 

-So much for 7acobs regard to his whole family. 

Now ſcehow he ſhewed himſelfe inparticular to his Vives and | 
| Ghildren. 

14. Zecobwas | Tohis Wives. Hee was undoubtedly a very kinde Husband to 
OT kinde | them all;for we read of no jarres or brawles. : 

his Wives, O that Husbands would live void of contention with their 
Wives ! O thar their houſes mightbe peaceable ! lt is a fore- 
runner of ruine, when an houſc is divided againſt ir ſelfe. But! 
| ſpecially towards Rackaet ir is noted how hee loved her, Gen. 29.30. 
that is, very much more than the reſt, Indeed he. bad cauſe, ſhe 
was his true Wife for whom hee firſt agreed, Leah was forced 
upon him, he might lawfully have refuſed her ; yea, and had nor 
the cuſtome of the times tolerated poligamy , hee muſt have re- 
fuſed her and taken Rachae/, for whom hee made his agreement, 
and fo in a ſortcontracted himſclfe too, | : 

Now the light that hath ſhewed ir ſelfe amongſt us, cauſeth 
that poligamy is baniſhed , therefore every one amongſt us is 
bound to love his Wife as Jacob did Rachael, which is alſo the ſpe- 
ciall commandement, Woe unto thoſe Husbands thercfore that 
what ſhew of love ſoever they make unto their Wives at firſt; yet 
within a while are ſo ſowre and churliſh unto them, that they 
ſhew an extinguiſhment of Jove to have befallen them. So farre ] 
as any man failech of loving his Wife, he muſt alfo faile of lo- 
ving God : It is poſſible to love the Wife and not God, but 

ro 
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£0 love God and rot the wite is impoſſible. Therefore now you huſ 
vands trive ro love your wives: and you Vives carry your (elves fo 
re:pectively and humbly, as towin love at your husbands hands, 
Nothing bur this can make you live happily rogether : all riches, 
honours, pleaſures, be no farther ſoundly comfortable, than the huſ. 
22nd and wife are loving eaCh to other, | 

Now God can give love to then that aske,as well as wifdome,and 
lſethim chat would love his wite, pray for it, and withall withdraw 
his heart from ſtrange women. Bur againe, 7acob could be duly angry 
with his wife, and teprove her for her fault, for when ſhe ina grear 
ragecals tohim for children, and would dic it ſhe had none. He is 
angry at her, butwith ſuch moderation, that he gives her a due re. 
proote, burnodiſtempered language, ſaying, c.4m2 I in Gods ſtead, 
that hath withholden from thee the fruit of the wombe, As Iacob tempered 
his anger towards his Father in Law, fo towards his wife, he is in- 
deed moved with ſome paſſion, but ir doth nor carry him to gny vio- 
lence, or to inordinate ſharpnefle, Hcre husbands muſt learne to 
follow this vertuous man, if there be juſt cauſe of being angry at the 
witein regard of ſome great over-ſhooting her ſelte rowards them. 
ſelves or others, they may be angry, bur their anger muſt be ſo kepr 
downe by love, that they may not be bitter, which rhe Apoſtle doth 
preciſely forbid ro husbands , they muſt blame rhe fault , but not 
admixe words, to ſhew alienation of heart for the faults ſake, 

Two things busbands muſt looke to in reſpe& of this anger to- 
wards their wives: 

Firſt, that it ariſe not but from ſome plaine and evident fault, ſuch 
as you-ſce here in the Text; (he began to fall out with him for wanr 
of children, as if 1t had been his faulc that ſhee conceived not as her 
fiſter did, 

Secondly, that it produce not tartneſſc and reproachfull ſpeeches, 
and a conſtant ſowreneſle, but alone a dae and fir reproofe, as here 
alſo, Happy men that can ſo guide anger, and their rongues in 
anger. 

Jo bath 7acob done the office of a good houſholder in general, 
and of a good husband. See now what a kinde Father he was , and 
what good he performed towards his children. 

1. Toall of chem , then to ſome. 

Hedid twothings to them all ; 

Firſt, he broughtthemupin a calling, tobe Graſfiers, as we call 
them, tobreed Catrell, Sheep, Oxen, Camels, Goats, and the like, 
wherein himſelfe abounded. 

This he might the more eaſily doe, becauſe himſelfe living in the 
quality of a ſervant to Zabar his Father 1n Law, and having them 
borne to him in the time of his ſervice, he had fir opportunity to ac- 


ployed, Hereinall good Parents are to imitate him, for the duty is 
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neceſſary for the childrens ſake, and for the Common.-wealth, and 
for the Parents owne ſake too. Traine up a childe in the way he ſhonld 
Zoe; Hedoth not meane it alone, Catechize him in marters of reli- 
gion, and good converſation, bur alſo in affaires of this world roo, 
becauſe it is a part of his way to live in the world, as well as ro know 
the things that belong to his ſoules health, Vee need not the au. 
thority of Scripture for that, for which nature it ſelfe is ſufficient , 
If God command men to walke orderly, and to cate the labour of 
their hands, their Parents muſt inure their children to ſuch a walk- 
ing, and ſee that they obſerve that Commandement of God, If they 
muſt provide for them food and raiment for the preſent, much more 
the things that are needfull for their well-being for ever, 

Now a calling (an ability to doe ſome profitable thing by which 
they may maintaine themſelves with the publique advantage) is ne- 
ceſlary for their well-being in the whole courſe of their lives, 

But this duty is requiſite (as I ſaid) Firſt, for the Fathers owne 
ſake, who ſhall finde them ſo much more dutifull ro himſelfc, by 
how much they have been trained up more painfully, and been more 
ſerviceable, and under command, even beaſts if they be much in 
hand, and have a kinde of acquaintance with the maſter, ſo that hee 
come neare tothem, and accuſtome to doe ſomething about them, 
and to have them doe and ſuffer for him, are much more tame and 
gentle than thoſe that are never handled, never approached unto, 
So it muſt needs be alſowith men, they grow rude and barbarous if 
they be left rothemſelves, but more affable and orderly when they 
arc held in, and accuſtomed ro walke by rule, as they be when they 
are trained up in a calling, Indeed ſome kinde of creatures are ſo 
fierce, that no uſe of handling will quite rame them , but even thoſe 
are far leſſe fierce than if they were never medled withall : So ſome 
children are very maſterfull, and diſobedient, even though they be 
ſet under government, and brought up in ſervice and labour, but how 
much more violent would they have proved if ſuch care had not a lit. | 
tle rempered them > Ir concernes the Parent to have his children 
ſubje& and apt toberuled; bringing them up in a calling condu- 


| ceth much this way, wherefore it is his part not to be wanting to his 


owne welfare and theirs. | 

Secondly, this isexceeding commodious to the Commonwealth, 
promoting the publique good very much : for far fewer perſons de- 
generate to ſcandalous courſes, and ſuchas trouble the peace of the 
Common-wealth of thoſe that have been brought up to take paines 
in ſome vocation , than of thoſe that have been looſly and idly 


| broughtup; and ifany of thoſe that were accuſtomed to ſome vo- 


cation doe degenerate, they are far more cafily reclaimed, ſeeing the 
Magiſtrate bath ſome foundation towork upon. The perſon ſoedu- 
cated can doe ſomething if he will for his maintenance, ſo that here 
is a poſſibility of redreſſing his diſorders, finde him employment, 
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' and over-rule his will, and he is amended ; But choſe that have lived 
over Ivofly, and are not able to doe any thing, are almoſt deſperate, 
the Magiſtrate knowes not which way to turne himſeclfe to the pro. 
curing of his reformation, but by uſing great extremities; forhow 
ſhall he be compelled to doe any thing, that can doe nothing > and 
tomake him learne ſome faculty when he is old, how extreamly dit- 
 ficulcistharc > So now nothing remaineth but an houſe of CorreRi- 
,on,or Gallies, orthe like, whcreby to force men, which (hould goe 
much againſt the hearts of Governours, if any other courſe may ſuf. 
| fice. Wherefore it concernes Parents as they love the Common- 
| wealth, not to deliver over into the Magiſtrates , ſuch croſle 


| and crooked pieces as cannot be made fit tor any uſe without fo | 


' much hcwing, | 
And for the benefit of the childes ſelte, it helpeth much to his 
| comfortable living in reſpe& of outward abundance, and not being 
burdenſome to others, and to his civill and orderly living in vertuous 
manner, and to his religious living when God ſhall call him torrue 
piety ; for if he be skilfull in ſome way of maintaining himſelfe, and 
will apply himſelfe co his calling,he ſhall finde the accompliſhment 
of Gods promiſes, He that tilleth his ground, ſhall be ſatisfied with bread, 
and apgaine, 1» all labour there is abundance , but being deſtitute of this 
ability, how ſhall he bur want, unlefſea very great portion of goods 
or lands begivenhim > Yea, he that having lands and goods, hath 


' and conſumeth his great eſtate, and then is put many rimes to baſe, 
many times to ſinfull ſhifts, which had he a good calling he might 
eſcape. Beſides, labour ina calling ſubdues vice, and he that hath a 
calling, may be painfull in it, he that hath none,cannot : Yea, if God 
call any perſon that hath been unprofitably brought up, to the know- 
ledge of himſelfe, ſuch a one ſhall be much more to ſeeke how to 
live religiouſly, than another rhat hath ſome imployment;for in nor 
| knowing what courſe to take, he 1s made to ſtand diſtracted, and 
doubrfull of his courſe, and fo full of vexation and unquietnefle, 
Now all you Parents, that bave negleQed your children very much, 
and ſuffered them to trifle our all that golden ſeaſonof youth, in 
which they ſhould have fitted themſelves for a profitable and com- 
fortable life in elder dayes,be aſhamed, you have been fo fooliſh, as 


— 


the heathens have done : You have been cauſes of your childrens 
miſery, and the Common-wealth roo, and if it proceed not from 
ſome other cauſe then from wiſdome, your children muſt be but bur. 
dens and diſeaſes to themſelves, and the world. Rich Parents are 
ſometimes guilry of this fan!r, for they thinke they (hall leave them 
ſufficient ro maintaine them though they doe nothing, and there 
fore intend rhem not to any vocation, not conſidering how ſoon the 
Lord canempty atull Veſſel], and _ the River Iordan, yea, the 
FT re 
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red Sea dry asdry ground, and then what will become of their chil. 
dren > Yea, as not conſidering that to leave children much wealth, 
and not ſome ſufficiency for good imployment of themſelves, is to 
leavethem furniſhed to doe themſelves hurt and others, and to bring 
all ro nought quickly, But many of the poorer ranke areguilty of 
this fault roo,who give themſelves ſo to unthriftineſſe,that they can- 
not beſtow ſomuch as reading and writing on them, much lcfle ſome 
higher calling to which theſe ſhould fit chem, If any mans unpre- 
ventable poverty diſable him, we blame him not for that towhich 


neceſſity compels him,only ſo that he pull not that neceſſity on him- 
ſelfe : buthe that in a poore cſtate hath not ſame care to bring up 
[ his children to worke, and if he cannot effe& it himſelfe, doth nor 
herein ſceke help of the publique and able perſons, is not ſogood a 
Parent as nature will teach him that he ſhould; therefore now I 
commend 7acobs patterne toyoureyes, and pray you to cutout your 
lives according to his ſcantling.: Be not wanting to your childrens 

welfare, the common proſperity, and your owne comfort, Let not | 
| others have cauſe to beſtow upon you the reproofe of Solomon, 4 | 
Proy.29.15, | chil de left to himſelfe, maketh his Mother aſhamed, and what 1s hee but | 
left ro himſelfe and the devill, that is nor acquainted with any profi- 
table employmentina calling > And Jet me ſpeake ſomething to | 
children in this behalfe : If Parents take never ſodue care, and chil- | 


dren will caſt off the yoake, what can the Parents doe > Therefore 
you muſt learne you felves topraQtiſe ſubjection to your Parents; as 
in all other things, ſo in this. 
Be carefull in the callings wherein your Parents have thought fir 
co place you, that you may getability in them to dat good to your 
ſelves and others, The inconveniences that elſe will preſſe you here- 
after ſhall prove more burdenſome unto your conſciences, when you 
ſhall be upbraided with theſe thoughts, ab, I might have done well 
but for mine owne wilfulneſſe , had I anſwered my Parents care and 
coſt, it would not have been thus cevill with me. 
17.He bleſſed] But now toa ſecond duty performed to them all : Hee bleſſed 
—__ ebil- | them all according to their ſeverall bleſſings, as is noted af him, thar 
Gen.49.28, | is, he pronounced in Gods name, and by way of promiſe from him, | 
what good things God would doe for cach of thern in his poſterity 
that was to come after him. Fora mans ſelfe is bleſſed, when hee is 
aſſured that benefits ſhall be granted to his childrens children in fu- 
| ture generations. | 
Wermuſtbles,| Now in this way of blefling we cannot imitate him, becauſe wee. 
out children, | want the Spirit of propheſie to forerell future events; but there is a| 
rough noras | way Of bleſſing which lycth upon each ofus , we muſt pray fora bleſ- 
fiog to our children, and toour poſterity after us, and muſt carry our 
ſelves ſoreligiouſly, and righteouſly,tharwe may procurea bleſſing 
ro them by vertue of Gods promile ro the ſeed ofthe righteous, | 
Prov 20.7. | 4go0dmanwalketh in his integrity, and hu children ſhall be bleſſe Lf; ag 
4 


| 


LO 


UMI 


| (Tr. Facob. GiaP,26, wy | 
him : and Bleſſed i the man that feareth the Lord, hi child) cn ſhall be like | Platt. | 
Oliveplants, Loc how you mult blefle your children, tcare God, | 
walkeuprightly, a8d then fall you conveigh a bleſſing rothem. 
' And foit is ſaid, Hes ever mercifull, and lendeth, and his ſeed i bleſ | Þ(1.37.25, 
' ſed, There cannot be a better Counſellor than Gods Spirit, ſee 
| the way of bleſſing your children, and you that havecurſed your 
| children,(as many aFather hath done both with bitter curſes in word, 
and alſo by walking ina way of curſcdneſſe) abhorre your ſelves that 
have walked intoa way quite contrary tothat wherein 7acob did walk, 
The Lord hath appointed, that the $ozwhich carſeth the Father ſhould 
adiethedeath, Although the Parent owe nor ſo much reſpect, reve. 
rence, and gratitude to the childe as on the other fide, yer ſure hee | 
doth owe as much love (and this curſing contradifterh love, be- | 
cauſe to love is to wiſh well, and to curle,is to wiſh ill) therefore | 
God will puniſh him ſeverely alſo, that curſeth his children : 1 
doe not meane, him that in Gods name doth pronounce a curſe 
againſt them, but him that in his fury doth make ſome ill with 
againſt chem, | 

O bow unnaturall is that man, who doth worſe than ever it was 
| heard that any bruir beaſt bath done yet ! that is, in a rage tear- 
eth his owne children in pieces, It it bea proofe of an unſancified 
' man, that Hi mouth s full of curſing and bitterneſſe; then ſure he is 
extrcamely unſandified, that curſerh his owne children , for that 
mouth is full of curſing to the very brim, that will daſh over againſt 
\ the fruit of ones owne body. But you that have not yet caſt off all, 
ſomuch as likeneſſe to Chriſtianity, I pray you learne of ſo holy a 
man ; Blefſe your children in your kinde, as he did in his : live 
notin ſo wicked courſes, as may curſe your ſeed and root them 
out to deftruftion, IF you defire that God ſhould grant proſpe- 
rity to your off. ſpring , walke in the wayes of his Comman- 
dements., 
| Intereſt your ſelves intohis promiſes, by being upright and mer: 
cifull, and following every good way. 

But I proceed to let you fee what 7aceb did to ſome of his chil. 
dren in particular. | | 

Firſt, S/meoz and Levi that had committed a great murder, hee | r8,He repro- 
reproved them, although indeed I thinke with roo much lenity, {zy. _ _ 
in, Te havetroubled me, &c. In which words he aggravates the fault g's —__ 
from the miſchiefe it was like to bring upon himſelfe, not mention- | Gen: 34 39. 
ing the ſinfulneſſe againſt God, perhaps becauſe he ſaw their temper 
to be ſuch, that they would little regard the fin, but would be ſome- 
what moved with the danger ; but on his death-bed hs is juſtly ſe- 
vere, ſaying, Curſed betheir rage, for it was fierce ; and their fury, for it | Gen, q9,1; 
was cruel! : as inthe former verſe he had ſaid, O my ſonle, come not theu 
intothcir ſccret ; therefore alſo doth hediſinheritethem, ſaying, will | 
divide them, oc, | 
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And Reuben 
for his inceſt, 


Gen. 49-334» 


He greatly lo- 
ved Ioſeph and 
Be 2Jamin, and 
why. 


| 
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They ſhall be but a poore and deſpiſed Tribe, and not inherite an in- 
tire portion, 

Solikewiſe for Reuben, who bad defiled his bed ; we reade of no- 
thing he ſaid ro him before, yeton his deathbed he deprives and dif. 
inherites him for it, Thos ſhalt not excel , meaning, ſhall nor have 
che double portion, and preheminence that belongeth to the firſt- 
borne, becauſe thou wenteſt up to thy Fathers bed. Doe you not 
chinke that itdid pur S7con, Levi, and Rewber, the three eldeſt ſons 
anto ſorrow and ſhame ? when they heard theſe words from their 
now dying Fathers mouth , you have been inceſtuouſly lewd Renter, 
therefore you ſhall not be mine heire; and you Simeon and Levi 
were furiouſly revengetull, therefore neither ſhall the bleſſing bee 

ours. 

I All Parents muſt learne to admoniſh and reprove their children 
for their faults, and to chaſtiſethem alſo, and ſhew their diſlike of 
their faults, though for ſome neceſſary circumſtances wee bee not 
bound to follow Zcob, yet for the matter of the duty wee muſt fol- 


ſ 


{ the conſideration of a Parents dying words; it they have, yet they 


low him, | 

If our children give themſelves to finfull courſes, wee muſt | 
call them to us, chide them, ſhew our diſpleaſure again them, 
diminiſh the teſtimonies of our love , which elſe wee ſhould } 
ſhew, and by that meanes helpe forward their repentance ſo much 
as may be, | | | 
Eſpecially, when a man lies on his death-bed, hee ſhould not for- | 
get then to leave ſome ſuch words ſticking in his childrens mindes, 
as may cauſe them more ſeriouſly tobee humbled , thar if they have 
not yet beenduly ſorrowfull, they may then begin to be humbled at 


may make their humiliation more deep and piercing. 

But for 79ſeph and Benjamin, he loved them both exceedingly 
more than any of their brethren : Partly, becauſe they were the ſons | 
of his beſt beloved wife; partly becauſe they were his youngeſt | 
children, dillings as we call them, and chiefly, becauſe they were | 
the beſt of his children, at leaſt, 7oſeph was, and for Bexjamin he was | 
the leaſt evill, ifhedid not ſhew any great vertue. VVhat affeQion 
grew towards theſe, in thoſe two former reſpects, is but a thing na- | 
turall. Ir is naturall to love the youngeſt, becauſe when they bee 
young, no expeRation of more is left, and becauſe the elder being 
growne up, have not ſo much preſent occaſion of being ill in 
band, and of receiving of thoſe kinde of teſtimonies of love, 
and becauſe the youngeſt being leaſt able to helpe themſelves , 
doe call the Parents heart more towards them, Ir 1s alſo natu- 
rall to love the children of them very well, whoſe owne ſelves one 
bath ſo loved, 

If therefore. one doe follow nature in theſe particulars, he is not 
to bee blamed. Onely this you muſt obſerve , that 7acobs love 


| 


ro 
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to Rachels children made him not negle& Leahs quite, or be carele(l:- 
of doing for them whar became him to doe. 

Take heed you Parents that have had, or may have more wives 
ſucceſſively, though nor together, that the preſent wife (who if her 
ill carriage binder not, muſt needs be beſt beloved, becaule ſhe is pre- 
ſent to receive love, and torequite it) I ſay, that the preſent wifc 
make you not negle& or wrong the dead wives children; If it doe, 
God may croſle you in the children of the living, God hath ex- 
prefly taken order for this caſe, and given this Commandement in 
the Law, 1f « man have two wives, one beloved, the other hated; that 1s, 
comparatively hated, leſſe loved, and children by them bath, he 


be firſt borne, to the ſonne of the more loved, but ſhall acknow. 
ledge him for the heire, which is ſo, though his mother finde lefſe 


fayour in his eyes. 5. 4s 
It isa great fault, and ſhewes a man is led by paſſion, not by rea- 


| ſon, when he ſuffers his affeions to be miſguided by ſuch reſpeRs, 


as in true judgement ſhould not over-rule them. Bur to love the 


| childe che better for themothers ſake, Is no way unwarrantable, ſo 


thatitbe not with ſuch an exceſſive loveas produceth injury or neg- 
lea againſtthereſt : Only one thing common now amongſt us, I 
muſt not let paſſe without a kinde of wondring how it ſhould come 
to paſſe that many with us hate the Mother, yet dote of the childe, 
or hate the Father, yetbe fond of the Son, | 

Surely either the bad carriage of the Parent quencheth affeRion, 
orelſe toloath the roote, and love the fruir, is a thing no way con- 
formabletoright reaſon. | | 

Bur Zacob is much to bee commended for that he loved 7oeph moſt 
for his goodneſſe ; Hee was his beſt ſonne, and hce among all 
that were come to any growth, did ſhew forth the feare of God ear- 
ly. That ſhould rule the love of Parents to their children moſt of all, 
where they ſee moſt holineſſe and feare of God, there ſhould they 
beare moſt affeQion. 

For as any thing is moſt lovely, ſo with due reſervation of other 
reſpeAs, moſt love ſhould bee ſhewed : as it I have five children, 
all being children, and one having moſt grace, ſhould be moſt loved, 
becauſe grace makes moſt lovely, ſeeing it proves a man to bee 
loved of God, therefore muſt that childe be loved more than any of 
thereft, and ſo in other like reſpets; The moſt gracious kinſman, 
the moſt graciousneighbour, the moſt gracious poore man. 

They thereforeare even rotten in navghtineſle, that love the moſt 
godly childrenlcaſt, yea, that hate ſuch ; and they are but weake 
in goodneſſe ſure, whoſe loves are drawne more by baſe attraRives, 


than by grace, C:Þ 
Surely, the likerwe be to God in our love and hatred, the better 


| we be, and the moreunlike theworie, 


ſhall nor give thebirth-right from the ſonne of the lefle loved, if he | 
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18. He curte= 
ouſly ſalutech 
men of his 
own profeſlt- 
on, 

Gen,l9. 4. 


| demands whetc they dwell, cnquires of them about his Vncles wel- 


| dwelling many miles diftant from him, he ſhould ſhew himſelfe 


- | ſtranger a neighbour, in loving him as our ſelves. For God hath 


Therefore 7acob gave the double portion of Land to Ioſephs ftock, 
which was one of the dignitics attending the firſt borne; and the 
preheminence of government he gave to Iudah, becauſe he knew that 
Chrift, the Ruler of the Church was to come of him, and fo was led 
by due reaſon in both his bequeſts, 

And of 7acobs vertues to his Domeſticks you have heard: now how 
he is to ſtrangers. "+ 

We have buttwo paſſages of his carriage that way, which come 
ro my minde ; Firft, thoſe that he mact withall at Paden Aram when 
he came thither ; They were Shepheards, men of his owne profeſſi. 
on, and he curteouſly ſaluteth them, and carrieth himſclfe with a 
kinde of familiatnefſe towards them, for he callech them brethren, 


fare, and gives them husbandly counſell abour their cattell : and fo 
ſhould every man ſtand diſpoſed to men, as they be men, though 


amiable, meeke, loving, ready to ſalute them with good words, and 
titles, and to ſpeake lovingly to them, to give them good advice,and 
to doe any other good office, as occaſion may offer ir ſelfe. We are 
commanded to $hew all meekneſſe to all men, and to Keepe peace with all 
men, and beſides brotherly love, To be charitableto all, and roaccount 


madeall mankinde of one blood, and knit them together in divers 
common bands. All be of one kinde, all of one Parent,matter, form, 
all redeemed with one blood, wherefore all muſt be loved, and kind- 
ly dealtwith. 42 

They therefore who are churliſh, ſowre, crabbed to ſtrangers, and 
can ſcarce ſpeake tothem in any curteous accear, yea, that are apr if 
they meet with ſuch, to give them flouts and taunts, rather than any 
good words, and tooffer them injury, rather than to help them with 
any good advice, are worthy to be called Swine, rather than Men. 
For even beaſts themſelves ſhew ſome reſpe& unto them of the ſame 
kinde, more than thoſe ofanother , unleſſe it be ſome moſt fierce 
beaſts, and when occaſionofquarrell falleth out betwixt them, 

And let me now commend the vertue ofhumanity unto you, that 
is, of being ready to fhew love to man, as he is man, and becauſe he is 
a man, one made after Gods owne image, and proceeding out of the 
ſame common roote. VVe all met in Adams loynes, and in Nga/r, 
let us therefore doe good even to ſtrangers. This good will which 
is communicated to ſuch, ſavours leaſt of ſelf-love, and of ſelf-re- 


uniting of the common body of the world together, and to make all 
mankinde happy. | 

And brethren, are not all (as they are mes) equally deare to God ? 
why therefore ſhould not all be in ſome meaſure deare to each other, 


| [ meanc equally deare in reſpe& of the common work of Creation. 
But 
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ſpe, and is therefore the more to be commended. Ir tends to the| 
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But 1acob here fhewed ſpecially love to Rache!, ior he ſalutes her; 
and takes paines to water her Sheepe, Surely a neare kinſwoman 
may challenge and muſt have a Jarger portion of love than a meere 
ſtranger, and he that is not ſomewhat moved by the title of Vacle, 
Coutlin, and fo forth, will ſcarce be moved by that of a man : they 
be theretore in ſome degree deſtitute of naturall affeftion, who are 
led nothing by kindred, unleſſe there be ſome riches found with a 
kinſman, by which he may doe them ſome credit or advantage, 

Let none of you be ſo, but (hew due reſpe@ ro a kinſman or kinſ- 
worman, rich or poore; for maiſt not thou need their kindnefſe here- 
after, as they thine for the preſent >* 

And fo much for 7acsbs vertues to theſe ſtrangers. 

Now to Pharaoh he was a ſtranger too, but he was a King, and a 
King that had advanced his ſon Toſeph : Wherefore comming and 
going he bleſſed him, that is, thanked him for his extraordinary 
kindreſſe to Zoſephand all his for 1oſephs ſake ; praying God tobleſſe 
him for it. | 

So hewasa thankfull man, and ready to give thankes for a benefit. 
So muſt we be toall that have pleaſured us, though they be far leſſe 
perſons, and have pleaſured us in far lefler things. And thus of 1acebs 
vertyes:; d | | 

Now of his faults, which are neither many nor great, but ſome 
they were,as there was never any man(except our Lord Ieſus Chriſt) 
in whom ſome ſin was not found : | 

Firſt then, he was ſomewhat faulty towards God, in that he did 
ſkew bimſelfa little forgettull of his Vow made to God in his trou- 
ble, and deferred the performance of it fomewhar roo long, even till 
the Lord did force him unto it by a ſore chaſtiſement, and that cha- 
ſtiſement would not ſerve to revive his memory, till in a Viſion the 
Lord ſpake untohim, and wiſhed him to goe to Berhel, and there ro 
reareat Altaruntohim , that had appeared to him when hee fled 
from the face of his brother. Ir was twenty yeares ſpace be- 
twixt the Yow, and 7acobs returne, ſo that it may ſceme that 7acob 
had well neare forgotten the Vow, A good man may grow forget- 
fullofa Vow in twenty yeares, and indeed omiffions through forget. 
fulneſſe and commiſſions through inconfiderateneſſe, are not un- 
wonted in good men. I pray you looke that none of you offend 
through the ſame example of forgerfulneſle ,; indeed thereare greater 
faults, but a good man muſt ſhew his uprightneſle by forſaking all 
faults, great as well as ſmall, and ſmall as well as great. 

Now let me put you in minde of your former forgetfulneſſe : Is 
there none of you that hath formerly bound khimſelfe ro God by a 
Vow, and hath either deferred wirtingly, or put off through forger- 


roremember himſel fe,and to make all convenient haſt to make good 
his Vow, for feare the Lord ſcnd ſome heavy erofſe upon him, and 
| waken 


_ 


fulneſſe theaccompliſhmentofir' 2 If ſo, let him now be induced | 
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waken his conſcience by terrours. /acob ſhould have confidered his 
promiſe to God ſo ſoone as the Lord had brougbt him ſafely home 
co his Fathers houſe, bur it ſeemeth ke deferred it, for that was the 
time preſcribed in his Vow. 

I pray you doeas Zacob ſhould havedone, not as he did, ina thing 
wherein it is evident that he did amiſle, and call ro minde often the 
words of Solomon, When thou voweſt a V ow umothe Lord, defer uot to pay 
it, fer he bath no pleaſure in fooles; pay what thou oweſt : and before him 
Moſes in the Law ſaith, Be not ſlack toperformse thy Yowes, If you have 
tyed your ſoules in an oath to God, defer nor from day today, bee 
not forgetful. 

It is a great careleſnefſe to forget a great bond, and to let the pai. 
ment be put off from time rotime ; yet it any man have-commitred 
ſuch a fin, he muſt not bediſcouraged : the fin is nor-ro be unduly 
extenuated, nor yet aggravated above meaſure. Ir is ſuch a fault as 
calleth for unfained repentance, and that done, ſhall bee pardoned ; 


| yea, the moſt wilfull breach of a Vow is pardonable to the penitent, 


. But other faults he is ro be blamed for inreſpe& of his Parents : 
Firſh, he abuſed his old Father with lies and diflembling ; the lie 
it ſelfe and diſfimulation we meddle not with in it ſelfe, but that hee 
bare ſo little reſpe& unto aged 7ſaac, as to goe about to mocke him 
with tricks and tales, Indecd before his doing of it his conſcience 
told him, that this was a fin, and yet he was induced by his Mother 


to doe it. Sohe ſinned in this againſt his conſcience. 


Have any of you done the like offence, but in a worſe manner, and 
toaworſeend towards your Fathers, to hide your faults, or to wreſt 
money from them to ſerve the turne of your inordinare luſts, flapped 
chem inthe mouth, as our proverbe is, with leaſings, and abaſcd the 
weakneſle of their ſences, memory or diſcretion,with cheating tricks. 
This is a villany, God puniſhed it ſeverely in 7acob, though be did ir 
at his Mothers inſtigation, and that to keep his Father from giving 


| away the bleſſing. How much more muſt God puniſh in you, that 


| perhaps have done it oftner, and that withour any ſuch motive, and 
to far worſe purpoſes ? | 

Come, as you have ſinned with 7xcob, repent with him, for though 
the Seripture doth not rehearſe his repentance in particular, yer be- 
cauſe he is commended for faith, wee are ſure thathe could not bur 
repent fer ſoknowne a ſin, and ſo I beſeech you doe you all that are 
guilty, and you alſo ſhall be pardoned. | 

And now doe not embolden your ſelves to fin any of you by the 
abuſe of his example,for you ſee into how great miſery this fault caſt 
him ; but rather learne by him to ſhun thatwhich coſt him ſodeare. 
Tacob had nota former example to terrific him,as yon have his; 1acob 
had not the Scripture (as you have) toterrifie him : Let our hearts 
reſolve to hate a fin, and ſtrive againſt it the more, becauſe in others 
we may ſceour aptneſſe toir, And let us beware that we paſſe not 
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over-baity ceniures upon them that have ſo offended, yea, though 
they have herein neglected the checks of their owne conſciences : 
Ve muſt not judge any man as an hypocrite, for any fault that is 
common to kim,with laces. 

Further, 14cob offended in regard of his mother, with an excefſe of 
obedience, for he was ruled by her againſt Gods Commandement, 
ſhebade him diſſemble and lie, and by her faire words and perſwaſi- 
ons he was drawne to commit that great ſin of lying. Ir isaneaſfic 
matter for [nferiours toodey their Governours carnally, not in the 
Lord, not with reſervation of their duty to God, but a little tooun- 
limitedly, which is a fault that muſt needs be very offenſive to God. 

But take heed of this fin I beſeech you, it isa preferring of man be- 
fore God, and an act that doth exceeding highly diſhonour God ; 
now {trive toworke in your hearts ſuch an high eſteeme of God, thar 
you may bereſoJutenotto fin againſt him for the ſake of any man, 
though never ſo much your Superiour, though never ſo much be- 
loved. 

Bur if you have done otherwiſe, be not diſhearened, but returne 
unto God with confeſſions and humble petitions, renewing your for- 
mer purpoſes, and you ſhall be pardoned. For the Lord is at this 
time as abundant in mercy roall that call upon him, as formerly hee 
was : Neither letany man ſuffer himſelfe toentertaine too hard a 
conceit againſt another whom he ſhall ſee to have been either over- 
intreated, or by threatenings over-borne, to doe ſome evill thing at 
a Superiours motion ; but conſider thine owne weakneſle, and re. 
member, that even 7acob did ſo too, and that when he was now paſt a 
childe, for hewas at leaſt fixty yeares when he did this, ſo that no 
part of the blame can fall on the weakneſſe of youth or childhood, 
But inreſpe& of his children ſome faults he was guilty of, 

Firſt, he did exceſſively love 7oſeph, and indifcreerly manifeſt hrs 
love unto him, ſo that his brethren diſcerning it, were enviouſlly dif- 
poſed to him, and procured him much miſery. 

This is a weakneſle of Parents, not alone to overleve ſome childe 
above the reſt, but alſo to ſhew it too apparently, to the breeding of 
envy in the bearts of the reſt, and ſometimes pride and ſelf-conceit 
in him that findes himſelfe over-loved, and fo doth miſchicfe both 
Wayes. | 

Be infilru&ed you Parents to moderate your affetions to your 
children, and roeach childe, and to moderate the demonſtrations of 
your affeQions; let them not be too vehement, too frequent, too 
fondling. ; 

I know it is invaine to givethisdiridtion to Parents, for they will | 
not ſce out of the blindneſle that love worketh, what is too vehement 
love, and what be too vehement expreſſions of it, and rules todiſcern 
it can hardly be given. For thoſe of nor ſparing them in any ſin, and 


the like, doe diſcover rather the unſanQiry of love in other reſpects, 


than 


-_— _- ; 


| 


Gen.27:tor. 
. He obeyed 
is mother 
againſt Gods 
Commande., 


ment, 


Gen.s37: 3s 

4. Hc loved 
Toſeph exceſ- | 
fively, 


TA 


And Bexjemin 
alſo. 
Gen.42.38, 


To his family, 
I.1n generall, 
Gen. 35. 

1, How came 
falſe gods into 
your family. 
Ger.43.6. and 
42.36, 


Iacob he was 
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3-His benefits, 


| r.Spirituall, 


CIS The Example of Caaris. 


than the exceſle, It is alone a fleſhly, nor a ſpirituall love, when ir 
will ſuffer them to fin, but it may be exceſſive, rhough it be not ex- 
creamly carnall. Pray to God to diſcover it to you, and to reforme 
itinyou ; Ir isberterto love too much than too little, But 27 zs better 
to ſhew love too little,than to ſhew it too much, eſpecially 1t 1t be with 
partiality. 

Againe, Tacob was ſomewhat tyed towards Benjamin, and would 
not ſuffer him to goe out of his ſight, for fcare lett evill ſhould be. 
tide him by the way, and rather endurcd tobe almoſt ſtarved, than to 
hazzard him ina journey. This was a little too immoderate love, 
and feare too , bur he had loſt one ſon in a journey, and he is robee 
ſomewhat more pittied in this feare, becauſe of that former loſle, 
yet at laft he ſuffered himſelte to be over-perſwaded by 74444. In- 
deed at firſt he was over-peremptory , «My ſor ſhall not gee downe : 
Take heed of theſe faults, take heed of being fo fond and over. feare- 
full of your children, ſo that you cannot ſuffer them to take neceſla. 
ry journies leſt they may miſcarry : and be not over-reſolute in any 
thing, this I will not doe, that I will not doe, God may have pur- 


poſed that that ſhall be done which thou reſolveſt ſhall not ; be nor |} 


over-ſetled ina purpoſe about things of this nature, for againſt ſin- 
fulldeedsa man muſt be reſolute, and it is better to faile of keeping 
ones reſolution, than not to have it, and that alſo ſtrong, 

Further, /acob was a little too wayward with his ſonnes, when he 
blamed them for telling the Ruler of Zgypr, that he had yet ano- 


inany thing ſoas to accuſe the faultleſſe, bur in ſuch cafe rather 
looke up to Gods hand, and condemne not thoſe that are guiltleſſe , 
ſaying, it was long of you, and why did you fo > when the thing fol. 
lowed alone accidentally, and as we call it, by mcere chance, ſo 
that no foreſight could diſcerne or prevent what would follow. 


per : O take heed of ſuffering this paſſion of over-gricving at a 
childes death, though ſudden and violent, or any other croſle to pre- 
vaile over you fo, that you ſhall even ſet your ſclves togrieve, and re- 
fuſe to take heart to 
fort your ſelves. 

The three laſt things concerning, 7acob, are his benefits, croſſes, 
and death, 


| Nownwe muſt ſpeake of the great benefies which God gave to 14- 


| cob, which are oftwo ſorts. | 


Firſt, Spirituall, Secondly, Temporall. 
The ſpirituall benefits are of ewo ſorts, 

I. The chiete and principall. 

2. Thoſethat followed hereupon, 


ther ſon : we muſt beware of growing pettiſh, becauſe we be croſſed | 


But Zacob over-Jamented Zoſeph too, and ſo becomes an cxample of | 
exceſſiveneſſe of griefe,which likely will attend upon exceſſive love, | 
One affe&ion pur ont of rune, brings another into the ſame diſtem- | 


your ſelves, and nſe your owne reaſon tocom. | 


4 


| 


ce, 
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1 


"Gz wu. Facob. CHnap.26. 


"83 


The chictc ſpirituail blefſiag was this, that he made him a godly 
man, giving him true faith,ſo that he did unfainedly beleeve in God, 


be belceved in God, and was an heire with 4b74h4m of the ſame pro. 
miſcs, both concerning the land of Canaan, as a Type, and heaven it 
ſeltc, rhe thing figured by the land of Canaan; So Iacob was a true 
ſervant of God, and member of Chriſt, and inberitour of heaven,and 


| from bim the Church is many times called by che name of 7acob and 


I/zacl, And this is the greateſt good that can be found in this life, 
in compariſon of which, all other benefirs arc of no value, and with- 
out which, other things arc not ſufficient ro make a man happy, 
though he ſhould poſſeſſe them in never ſo great abundance; for 
what will itadvantage a man to win the whole world, and loſe his 
owne ſoule. | 

Now therefore we muſt learne moſt earneſtly to ſeeke this bene- 
fir which God is rcady to give tous, as wellasro him. For Iacob was 
nor godly by naturc, nor by any power of his owne, bur by the free 
grace of God, and the mighty and ſaving worke of his owne bleſſed 
Spirit, which Spirithe hath promiſed to all that aske, even as un- 


gry childe that ſhall crave it at his hands. 

Let no man be diſcouraged becauſe of the corruption and naugh- 
tineſſe of his nature, for thc ſame bad and depraved nature was found 
in 74cob that in himſeltfe, ſeeing acob alſowas a ſon of Adam, by cor- 
rupt nature a childe of wrath, and heireof death as well as any other ; 
bur God did circumciſe bis heart as well as his fleſh, and made him 
partakerof thedivine nature, by which he prevailed againſt the cor. 
ruptions thatare in the world through luſt, Wherefore let each of 
us take notice of hisowne wickedneſle, and inability ro make him- 
ſelfe good, and of his manifold ſins, and inability to procure pardon 
ofthem to himſelfe ; and ler him carneſtly call upon God to worke 
true repentance, and unfained {airh in him, and the Lord will graci- 
ouſly worke theſe things in him, as well as in 7acob, and will pardon 
bis fins, and ſan&ifie his ſoule, and make him an inheritour of his 
heavenly Kingdome. $1460 | 

I beſcech you therefore, bury not your ſelves in the world, and in 
the ſtudy of earthly things, bur Seeke firſt rhe Kingdome of God, and by 
righteouſs:fſe, and labour to come into the ſtate of grace by medira- 
ring on the Goſpell, ſeeing your miſery in your ſelves, and endea- 
vouring toturne unto the Lord. 

For inthe Church no man is left deſtitute of grace, but through 
bis own default in negleRing the grear ſalvation that is there offered 
unto him. | | 

Againe, thoſe ro whom the Lord hath. pleaſed ro ſhew the ſame 
goodneſſp, working inthem true faith, inabling them to beleeve in 
his mercy through Chrift, and rowalke in his wayes with truth and 


 uprightneſle 


doubtedly as any tender hearted Father will give food unto his hun- | 


and was anght godly and religious man, For it is noted of him,that | 


I. He wasa 
godly man, 


| " "Y li... 
_—_— 


| 


| 


2. Heb my the 
iviledge of 
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cfling given 
him, 


| brace his promiſes. VVhat though we want wealth, honour, plea- 


3. He had the | 
l 
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uprightneſſe of heart, muſt learne to ſhew themſelves exceeding, 
thankfull ro God for this mercy, and ſtrive to take comfort in it, and | 
to walke worthy of it. Bleſſe God with conſtant and daily bleſſings, | 
that hath bleſſed thee with ſpirituall bleſfings in Chriſt, and rejoyce 
ig the riches of that inheritance ro which thou art interefſed and 
ſhalt poſſeſle, whatſoever wants, afflitions, crofles thou maiſt bec 
exerciſed withall; yetbeglad inthe Lord, and count thy ſelfc an 
happy man, becauſe the Lord hath granted thee that which may 
abundantly ſatisfie thy ſoule in the want of all outward things, and 
ſupport thee in all affliions and miieries, and countervaile, and 
more then overweigh all niannerof calamities. Let not the rich mar | 
rejoyce in his riches, wor the wiſe man in his wiſdome, nor the ſirons man in 
his ſtrength, nor any man in any terrene thing he hath, but Zer him that 
rejoyceth, rejoyce inthis, that he knoweth me ſaith the Lord, It is our duty 
to raiſe upour hearts ſo, that noearthly adverſity may coole or damp 
our prayers, and diſmay our hearts, and fill us with anguith and grief, 
and that no outward benefits may glut and fatt our hearts, and turne 
us away from taking comfort in this true and everlaſting mercy, 
God hath made us his owne, given us faith, ſan&tificd us by his 
Spirit, united us to his Son, and cauſed us to ſee, beleeve, and em- 


ſure,andtheſe ſenſuall benefits > He hath given us Wheate. What 
though he feed us not with huskes > He hath given us Gold, What 
though he ladensnotwith dirt > Hee hath given us himſelfe, and 
his Son. What though he give us not the vanities of this life 2 It 
isafin fora godly man to be out of heart and comfortlefſe, becauſe 
of any other want, and any other croſſe, If God have granted you 
this chiefe benefit, glory in it, and chinke that you have gotten a 
good portion, though your eſtate in the world be never fo loi and 
poore; only be ſure that your faith bee true, by cauſing you toa- 
bound in thoſe fruits of it which we ſhewed you before, that ic 
brought forth in /aceb. 

Now I come to ſome leſſe principall mercies flowing from this. 

Firſt, he gave him the priviledge of the firſt-borne, that Chriſt 
ſhould come of him, and thar the viſible Church ſhould continue in 
his poſterity : That part of the dignity of the primogeniture, to 
have Chriſt the bleſſed ſeed come of him, cannor be beſtowed upon 
any of us : hieither that, to have a great Nation flow from our loines : 
that (hall be alſothe Church of God, and a Nation, in which true 
religion and piety ſhall becontinued. But to have our children god- 
ly, and become members of the Church, that we muſi earneſtly de- 
fireand ſeeke for, and thatwe may hope for and atrtaine, if we pray 
earneſtly for it, and make our children as good as we can, by bringing 
them up in the rruc krowledge and worſhipping of God, 

Further, Zacob had the bleſſing given him, | 


Firſt, by his Fathers miſtake, when he rooke him for his eldeſt ſon 
Eſan, 
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| E{au,to whom he intended the blefling ; then after by his Fathers 
,witting and deliberate pronouncing it upon him, by the direQion 
| of Gods Spirit, | 

| The former you may ſee pronounced upon him in Gereſis, where | Gen.27.28,29, 
' heſaith, God give thee of the dew of heaven, and after; God Almighty | $2934 
 bleſe thee, and give thee the bleſſing of Abraham, This bleſſing is the 
| bettowing upon him all remporall benefits, fo far as they are ſubor- 
| dinate to his ſpiritaall : and chen ſpiricuall benefits, v7z. all ſorts 
; of graces by which he may be happily guided to the poſlefiion of 
life eternall. 

| This isan excellent mercy, tobe freed from the curſe of the Law, 
| and to be made partaker of the bleſſing of Abraham, even that God 
| ſhall love one, take care of him, and proſper-him in all things hee 
' takes in hand, andconduG him ſafe to heaven at the length : Sceke 
this bleſſing of God , If you teare God and walke in his wayes, hee 
will blefle you, if you faithfully beleeve in Chriſt, and reſt upon 
him alone, you ſhall be bleſſed, for Chriſt hath freed us from the 
curſe, and prepared the bleſſing tor us, if we be under the workes of 
the Law, we are under the curſe, but it we-be of the faith of Abraham, 
we ſhall be bleſſed with faithfull 46brahams, as S. Parltels us, La- | Sl3-9,19, 
| bour to beleeve, labour to goe out of your ſelves, and to ſtay alone 
| upon the rightcouſneſſe of Chriſt by faith made yours,and then you 
ſhall inherite the bleſſing, and then you ſhall inhberice the bleſkng, 
and then you ſhall receive the promiſe of the Spirit chrough faith, 
then God will keep his Covenant of grace with you, pardon your 
ſins, give you his Spirit, and make all worke together for good. 
Throws h faith and patience you mnſt inherite the promiſes, and the bleſ: 
f . | fing which Eſa was excluded from, (though he would have inherited 
it,)becauſc he ſought ir not of God, bur of 7ſauc his Father, 

And you that have right unto Gods blefling, becauſe you are 
fairhfull, take comfort in it, and be thankfull for ir. Gods blefſing 
isarich thing, it is more than all honours, it is fruitfull of all com- |. 
forts; hethat is bleſſed of God ſhall want no good thing, ſhall have 
' earth and heaven, and all chings that his heart can deſire. 
| TIfany ſay, but we ſee that ſuch men mecte with evill enough in 
the world 2? | 

Theanſweris, that if we looke with the eye of fleſh alone, wee 
thinke that we ſee it ſo, but we thinke falſly, for if wee would look 
with theeyeof faith, we ſhould ſee it otherwiſe, for the bleſſing of 
q God cauſeth croſſes to worke for our ſpiritual good, for our in- 
creaſe of holineſle and happineſle, and it is the efficacy of Gods 

. bleſſing, that it turneth evill things unto good for them to whom 
itisgranted : as it is the efficacy of Gods curſe , that it turneth 
all good things ro hurt in them tbar lic under it, You may therefore 
| beaſſureg you are under the bleffing, whereof you may be aſſured, if 
' by a firme faith you cleave unto God. | 
EE Hh | Bat | 
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ed from him, cauſing an whole hoſt and army of Angels to attend 


| away all his feares, and fill his ſoule with confidence and joy > 


Czn. The Exampleof GCuap.26, 


But further, the Lord did often appeare to 7aceh to confirme and 
eſtabliſh his faith, and to comfort his ſoule, and fill him full of ſpi- 
rituall joy and peace. | 

Firſt, he appeared unto him when he was benighted in a deſolate 
and ſolitary place, when hee fled from his brother, and gave him 
large and comfortable promiſes, that he would be his God,give thar 
land to him and his ſeed, multiply his ſeed as the duſt, and in his 
ſeed bleſſe all Nations, and would keep him, and bring him againe, 
and never leave till he had fulfilled his goodword, Doe but thinke 
what a chearivg this was to /acobs heart in this exigent ; that God 
himſelfe tooke care of him, and came to him in {uch an excellent 
viſion rocomforthim. 

Secondly, God appeared to him againe when be lived in Zabans 
houſe, and received very hard meaſure front Laban about his wages, 
and gave him gracious promiſes to ſuſtaine his drooping ſpirit, bid- 
ding him looke on the Rammes leaping on the cattel ring. ſtreaked, 
and bade him returne bome to his Fathers houſe, promiſing him 
that he would be wich him : no doubt bur though the grumbling 
of Labay, and the diſcurteous carriage of his ſonnes, as well as him- 
ſelfe, did make the ſoule of 7acob fad and penſive, yet the viſions of 
God cleared up his ſad countenance, and enlivened his drooping ſpi- 
rit againe, and made him able to rake comfort, notwithſtanding all 
thoſe injuries. 

Thirdly, God appeared againeunto him, after Laban was depart- 


him,making him know that he ſhould be ſafe enough in his Church, 
how weakly ſoever he ſeemed to on provided : for theſe two hoſts 
of immortall ſpirits would ſerve him againſt any rage of man. 

And againe, God himſelfe appeared to him a little before his 
brother Eſau met him, after he was informed of his comming , and 
though he wraſtled with him, to try his faith, yet at laſt he bleſſed 


as a Prince, and with man too, and ſhouldprevaile : How did this @haſe 


A fifth time God appeared unto him, and bleſſed him, and re- 
newed the name of 7/rac/ to him, and promiſed to multiply him, and 
give the land of Canaan to his feed after him, This alſo was a great 
conſolation to him; and confirmed him againſt the fearcs he concei- 
ved, leſt the men of the Countrey might be infenced againſt him for 
the wickcdneſle of his ſons. | 

Yet a ſixth time God appeared unto him when he was about to 
goe downe to Agyprt at his ſon 7oſephs ſending for him, and told him 
he was his God, bid him not feare, told him he would make him a 
great Nation, &Cc, as you may there reade, which was a moſt joyfull 
and comfortablething unto the old mans ſoule. - 


-bim, and called him 7/7aecl, and told him, that He had power with God | 


Here now is a great favour, which Ged atffoorded to this good | 


man, 
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man, he appeared to him oftner than ever he had done to any of his 
Forefarhers, that ever we reade of, 
x. If any ſay, what is that to us, to whom God uſeth not now to ap- 
peare indreames and viſions, and like kindes of apparitions ? 
| Ianſwer. It is much to us, and we muſt confider whether God 
vouchſate to appeare tous alſo, For now he appeareth more ſpiritu- 
ally, bur nor lefſe comfortably to his ſervants; when we come to 
his Word and finde-him there, in his Ordinances, confirming our 
faith, firengthening our ſoules ; now he appearethrous. So when we | | 
come to his Sacrament, and by it feele au increaſe of faith, and in 
| ward joyes, now we {ee God. Soin meditations, and foliloquics. O 
| labour to carry your ſelves ſo, that you may fee God inhis Sanctua- 
ry, as Davidſaith inthe Pſalme, and that your hearts may be filled 
with {piricuall joy, Theſe ſpiricuall vifioos are the comfortableſt 
' things in theworld, whenwe labour to walke humbly with God, 
then will hee come ro us, and ſhew himlclfe rous, as our Lord 
| promiſeth, and ſuppe withus, even make us to feele his favour in 
ſenſible manner. 

And if God doe appeare tous ſo, you are to eſteeme highly of | 
| his favour, and to ſtudy to requite his mercy by a more carefull en- 
' deavour to walke holily before, and with him. 
| Laſtly, a great ſpirituall bleſſing ic was, that-God heard his pray- | 5. God heard 
| ers, when he prayed to him in his ſeverall neceſficics, and that hee was | "'*P12yc's: 
able to prevaile with God, as you have heard before that he did. 
That a poore meane worme ſhould have accefſe unto the Throne of 
grace with confidence, and ſhould no ſooner aske any thing of God, 
bur that the Lord opens his eare and grants it; whac a ſingular pri. 
viledge is it, and rhis is a mercy promiſed toall Saints, For fo faith 
our Saviour, Ifmy mords abide in you, and you abide inme, aske what you | (ohn t $15: 
will and you ſhall haveit, And againe, S. /v4n telleth us , This # our | t1chas.14; 
confidence , that whatſoever we aske according to his will, he beareth ws : 
"Therefore ler us keepe our intereſt into this mercy , by not ha- 
ving reſpe& to finne in our hearts, and by conſtant endeavour to 
walke holily before the Lord. And if we have found, and doe: finde 
God favourable ro us in this kinde, ſothar we loſe not our prayers 
which wee makeuntohim, ler us then comfort our ſelves in rhis 
benefit, and be carefull co yeeld as obedient an care to his word , 
as hee doth yeeld a patienteare toour ſupplications, 
| And'now of 7acobs temporall benefits, 

Firſt, he was bleſſed with a large eftare in the world, according to | 2. His tempe» 
his profeſſion, beinga Shepheard, his flocks did thrive, he had cat- --— "0m 

tell and ſervants in abundance. God bleſſed him in Zabazs houſe, large cftare, 
and made all the ſtronger cattell to bring forth juſt ſuch kinde of 
young as Laban had conſented to give him for his wages, fo that he , 
could noxbur fee a Divine hand, taking Labans goods, and giving | Gm 1.9, | 
them to him, as himſelfe noteth, | : 
Ha - | Riches | 
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| Richesareno great matter, bur when God giveth them as tokcns of 
his love and tender reſpe&, they are deſirable, Ler thoſe that enjoy 
chem, be ſure that they come to them from God as fruits of his good- 


ler thoſe char are upright with 7acob, learne to truſt God with their 
eſtate, and to know that whar ſhall be good for them, ſhall be ſea- 


2, God delive- 
red him out of 
all adverſity, 
Gcn.48.16. 
Vouchſafed 
bim three 
great delive- 
ranccs, 
IoFiom Eſas., 


ſonably provided for them. 

Secondly, God delivered him out of all adverſity, as himſclfe ſaith on 
his death-bed ; The Angel that redeemed me from all evill. 
His three greateſt dangers were firſt from Fay, both when hee 
went unto Paday Aram, and when hee returned ; at the former 
time God brought him ſafe ro Fadar, and foreſtrained the inde 
of Eſau, that then hee pur off the thought of killing him, to his Fa- 
chers death ; and ar the later time God ſo melted him, that hee 
ſhewed bimſelfe exceeding kinde, and fell upon his neck and kiſſed 
him, inſtead of killing him, which hee had intended; and there- 


Goo D. 


2. Labax. 
Gen,z33,10. 


Geng3 I T+7 


3. The Inhas 
birants of the 
Countrey, 
Gens35.5s 


Laban purſued him too with a purpoſe to ſtrip him of all, and to 
ſend him empty home, and he had power in his hand ro doe it, as 
himſelfe ſaith; but God appearcd ro him, and rebuked him, that 
hedurſt not handle him amifle. 

The Inhabitants of the Countrey were much inſenced againſt 
him inrefpe of that outragious murder and rapine committed up- 
on the Sichemires, and by his Sons, in ſo much that 7acob ſeared 
much that they would purſue him, and cut him off: but God caſt a 
feare into their hearts, ſo that they did not offer any violence unto 
him, as is noted by the Story. 

Theſe three great deliverances God vouchſafed 7:cob. O let us 
learneto turne to God, and ro walke before him 1n truth, and then 
we ſhall have Godready to helpus inallour neceſſities, and at that 
time, and inthoſe exigents to provide for us meanes of eſcape by 
his providence, when our owne wir and ſtrength taileth ; as we finde 
him dealing with cob : What could he doe againſt Eſas, Laban, or 
the Inhabitants of the Countrey ? Let us cleave to God, that hee 
may be our Buckleralſo, and our irong Tower, and Rocke of de- 
fence; and if we bave found ſo much favour with God, as to reſcue | 


3, I&cobhad a 
large off= 
{ ſpring. 


us out of ſuch dangers as ſeemed unpreventable , ler not us attribute 
the deliverances toany other ſecondary cauſes, bureven, fee God in 
them, aſcribe them rohim, and leartie rhence to feare, honour, and 
praiſehim. Thoſe deliverances are indeed profitable, that are cords 
of kindneſſe to tie us nearer to God, 

Hee that improveth not ſuch benefits ro that end, loſeth the moſt 
deſirable fruit of them. 

Further, 7acob had a large off-ſpring of children, ewelve fons and 


nefle, orelſe the worſt men may be wealthier than the beſt, And |. 


tore hee tels Eſau , that hee had feene his face as the face of | 


ws daughter, this is a favour to give a man-ſtore of children; of 
theſe 
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| theſe ſons all had wealth enough, Joſeph was very religious in his | 


| youth, and Benjamin Civill and orderly at leaſt, and at the end all of 
' them turned home and became godly men, O happineſſe, to have ſo 
' many children, ſome good berime, all holy ar laſt ! all proſperous 
' inoutward things, and one much advanced, 

| Another mercy of God, was the providing of 1ſeph as a man be- 
| fore to maintaine him and his family in Agypt, and bringing him 
; to ſee /oſeph, and enjoy bis preterment for ſeventeen yeares rogether, 
! where be lived in as greata fulneſſe of proſperity, and concluded his 
| dayesas bappily as ever man did, living in /oſephs boſome as it were, 
i ſeeing all his children godly and proſperous, and fecling noconfide. 
 rable adverſity, having 7sſephs oath alſo to bury him in Canaan. This 
{is a ſingular favour of God, to make ones old age proſperous, and to 
cauſc his eyes to ſce ſo much happinefſe as he can wiſh, when now he 
iS ready tO leave theworld. Marke the righteous man in the Pſalme. 
it is ſaid, The end of that man i peace, Study righteouſneſſe, that you 
' may inherite this bleſſing, and never threaten your ſelves how miſe- 
rable you ſhall be hereafter : God can provide wayes that you know 
nort,to make you ſafe and comfortable beyond your thoughts. O be 
faithfull with him, and truſt in him, and feare nothing. So much 
for Tacos life, 

\ Now forhis death, | 

| Itwasa moſt ſeaſonabledeath, afrer a large time of life, a moſt 
 peaceable death in the midſt of his Sonnes, a moſt religious death, 
bleſſing them, and confirming their faith with his laſt words ; a molt 
comfortable death, ſo ſoone as he had ended his bleſſing, he pulled 
up his legs and gave up the Ghoſt; and then he had alſoan honou- 
rabJeembalming and buriall, as at large is ſer downe in the Story. 
Who would nor wiſh ſuch a death > | 

And yer more, after death he hath an honourable name on earth, 
and liveth in eternall glory in heaven, 

Now let us imitate acobs vertyues, and labour to be upright, and 
then notwithſtanding many fins, we ſhall have at laſt eternall bappi- 
neſſe, and ſo much happineſle in this world alſoas is needfall for us. 

Now we will ſhew you what calamities he ſuffered, forthe people 
of God muſt looke to ſuffer much tribulation in this world, as it is 
foretold chem, both becauſe their owne need requireth it, to make. 
and keep them goad, and cauſe them to grow in goodnefſe; as alſo 
becauſe the Lord ſees it fit thus tomagnitic his power, juſtice, wil. 
dome, and goodneſſe, in ſuſtaining and delivering them. His cha- 
ſtiſements then were theſe. P | 

Firſt, that his Father did not love him fa well as his brother, bur 
did manifeRly prefer hunting Eſas before him in his affeQions, add 
afforded him no great-ſignes of love, bur this was ſomewhat mitiga- 
ted, becauſe God inclined his mothers heart to him, who art leaſt in 
this matter was better than her husband, | 

Hh 3 Now 
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p-acecable, 
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2. His brother 
Eſag hated 
him, and re- 
ſolrcd to kill 


hiw, 


3. He ficdin- 
to Padan 

Ar ame 
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Father in Law 
deccived him 
in his wife, 
Gen,29, 


3. In hiswages 


- {| 3- Purſucdkim 


with an inten» 
tion to take 
all from him, 


4. Laban his | 


| |arecompence; then he grumbled at him, and looked diſcurteouſly 


| never manwas ſouſed as Iam, and by that counterfeit aggravation 


| Giz wn. T he Exampleof GCaar.26. | 


Now if it be the lot of aty childe to be neglected of his Parents, 
and to bave irreligious brethren preferred before him, let him beare 
it patiently, it was /acebs lot, and let him not be diſcouraged from 
good wayes, for at laſt God may change his Parenrs hearts unto him, 
[r could not bar grieve acob, that his Father ſhould ſodiſaffe@ him, 
as tO give away the bleſſing from him, Bur let children ro whom irc 
befalleth, beare the crofle quietly,for it is caſte with God to make all 
cad well. 

Another croſlethat befell him in his Fathers houſe, was this, his 
brother Eſas was bitter againſt him, and reſolved co kill him, A m1- 
ſerable calamity to be hated of his owne brother, and to have his own 
brother, yea a twin, borne at the ſame time, to hate bim ſo ſharply, as 
co intend hisdeath. You muſt looke for ſuch a crofle, and beare it if 
| it come, and blefſe God if he have pleaſed to keep you from ſuffering 
ie; ſothat your brothers and kindred agree well with you, and ra- 
cher ſhew you kindneſle. | 

A third croſſe, was bis flight into Padan Aram, and being benight. 
ed in the way, ina ſolicary and deſert place all alone, which yer was 
mitigated by the goodneſſe of God appearing to him ing dreame, 
To be driven our of one Countrey, and forced to hard and ſolitary 
travell, and to meet with ſuch kinde of accidents, as benighting, and 
the like, be calamities; we muſt even prepare for them, that we may 
beare them without diſcouragement, as ſeeing God in them, and 
conſidering that he is with us, when we want other company. 

Now in Zabans houſe he metwith great croſles. 

I, His Father deceived him in his wife, ſubſticuting Leah in Rachels 
ſtead, then which, how could a man more beguile another, for by 
that meanes hee was compelled to adde ſeven yeares ſervice more. 


many times, being angry that God gave him ſo large and plentifull 


upon bim, as alſo did his ſons. 

And la of all he purſued him with an intention ro take all from 
bin, and there falſly accuſeth him of ſtealing his gods, See here 
from his Father in Law,and Vncle,moſt unjuſt and difcurteous uſage: 
you that have found ar leaſtwith your neareſt friends juſt and kinde 
dealing acknowledge Gods goodnefle ig it. The contrary would caſt 
very ſowre, let this drive you to moſt hearty and humble thankſgi- 
ving. It ſhould be confefled a very great mercy to eſcape very great 
croſſes , and if you pchaps meet with the ſame croſſes, be quier, for 
did not 7acob bearethem, and why not you > Wee muſt nor thinke, 


| latter our ſelves in our impatiency, and make our ſelves beleeve wee 
| have cauſe to be diſturbed ; bur rather informe our ſelues of that 
| which fell coother of Gods Saints, and fo bring our paſſions toa 
reaſonable calmneſle, 


'Againe, he ſought rodeceive him in his wages, and changed it | 
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But to his journey he was like to tall into a great danger, for his 
brother Eſau came againſt him with toure hundred ſouldiers; intend- 
ing to kill him, and that affrighted him exceeding much; bur you ſee 
what end God made. Learne to ſtand alwaies ready for death, and 
yet alwaies confident in God, though you ſee not how toeſcape the 
ſame, bur now ſec his croſſes in hts children. 

Firſt, Reuben detiowred his Concubine; Dinah bis daughter was 
deflowred ; His ſonnes uſed fraud and deceit to couzen the Siche- 
mites, and then moſt barbarous cruelty in killing all the men, and 
ſpoiling the women, children, and goods, and when he reproved 
them for it, they made him a furly anſwer. Shall they abuſe onr ſiſter as 
aWhore ? Then Rachel dyed inchildbed, or travell, then 7eſeph was 
fold into Agypr, butas he thought, {laine, even 7oſeph his moſt belo. 
ved and towardly ſon. After /#da/ went from him, and his two ſons 
were naught, and himſcltc defiled his daughteriin Law, and had two 
ſons by her. 

A great griefe and diſgrace to /acob ; Then'Simeon was detained 
in Agypt, and Benjamin muſt needs travel] downe, rothe great feare 
and doubtoftheold man : and this was the laft of his croſſes , ſave 
that he lived in a grievous famine for two yeares, till he came downe 


ito /Egypr. 


So have I briefly run over 1acobs miſeries, but they lay hard and 
heavy upon him. Of allwhich you muſt make theſe uſes. | 

Firſt, be thankfull for eſcaping the like, prepare for them hereaf- 

ter, beare thoſe that doe come, patiently, And take heed of provo- 
king God, for he is not a fond Father, but Wilſconrge every ſon whom 
he recetveth, 
For the firſt, you have heard how many miſeries this godly man was 
exerciſed withall : Ler me propound one queſtion unto you. Thinke 
you that your ſelves have more wit than he had, or more goodnefſle, 
or more of both 2 I preſume I may make anſwer for you, that you 
will aot be ſoover- conceited of your ſelves, as to affirme either of 
theſe things. 

Now if you be neither wiſer, nor godlier than he z how commeth 
it that you have fo long lived in the world, and yet have not met with 
diversof thoſecroſſes that followed him > No, nor any in all your 
lives ſopinching or grievous. Sure if it be not tobe attributed ro. 
your underſtanding, and piety (as it is not, it you doe indeed ac. / 
knowledge your ſelves to be not ſuperiour, orrather not equall unto 
Lacob therein, who yetdid meete with them ) then muſt you aſcribe 
the ſameto the wiſdome and goodnefie of God, rhat hath diſpoſed 
of things ſo by his wakefull providence, as that fuch miferies have 


[not way-laid you, and ſeized upon you. Therefore you muſt learne 


to be humbly thankfull ro him, and praiſe his holy name, acknow- 
ledge his bountifulneſſe, graciouſnefle, and tendernefle, that hath 


ſpared you from ſuch ſmarting ſtroakes, as theſe that ferched blood 
| and 


5. Eſau came 
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with an army | 
intending to | 


kill him, 
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| perill of thy life by a revengefull perſon armed with foure hundred 


| Hence, as Zacob conceived Zoſeph to have miſcarried. Why doe you 


' | Zgyptfor Corne, which is thought to be not much lefſe thantwo 
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and teares as it were from good 1xcob, fo holy a man, If we be pre- 
ſerved from croſles that other men feele, wee begin to lift up our 
ſelves, to commend and prefer our {elves above them that are heavier 
laden, and to flatter our ſelves, as if we were more loved of God than 
they ; then our eaſe is our bane, and it ſhewes that we have not grace 
to make a good uſe of eaſe; bur if we confeſle that we have deſc rved 
as much and more, and had as lietleabilicy to ſhun them, only God 
rendering our weakneſle, hath uſed us with more clemency, and ſo 
makethis clemency an argument of praiſing him, and of being more 
carefull ropleaſe him, who would nor ſtrike us, though he had both 
provocation from us, and ability in himſelfe, this is an holy uſe of 
the abſence of the croſle, 

Say then, waſt thou ever driven out of, thine owne habitation, ro 


uſed thee diſcurccouſly > Waſt thoy ever in danger to have all thy 
goods taken from thee by an enraged man, ſtronger than thy ſelfe, 
and purſuing thee with a revengetull minde 2 nor waſt thou never in 


ſouldiers'? nor waſt thou 'never tormented with ſeeing thy ſonnes 
murderers, couzeners, and robbers 2 nor haſt thou never loſt a deare 
childe, and thought him {laine by a violentdeath ? nor did never 
no ſonofthine commit inceſt with his mother in law > if nor, ſee 
how favourable God hath been tothee above 74c0b, and praiſe, love, 
an honour him, and make his gentleneſle an argument of turning 
and obeying ; for if thou compare thy fins with 7acobs, there need be 
nodoubr, bue that thine have been as great ashis, and thy repentance 
as lirtle. Bur it is our good, not our fins that God lookes to in cor. 
re&ing, asa Father correas not a little childe for as great a fault, ſo 
much as hedoth a ſtronger. 

Agaive, learne to beare the crofles thou haſt, with more patience 
and quietnefſe of minde, by comparing them with 74cobs croſles, 
which have been more in number, and more weighty, and grievous. 

Why doth any of you my Brethren take the matter ſo heavily, 
that ſome childe of his is ſomewhat ſtaubborne and ill diſpoſed > 
When none of them have committed murder, inceſt, rapine, and 
ſuch ſins as 1acobs ſons did commir. VWhy doe you make ſuch a ſtir 
at wrongs 2 When none of you were ever fo purſued by any foe, as 74- 
cob was by bis brother and Father in Law ; Why doc you take on fo 
for the ordinary and naturall death of a childe > ſeeing none of you 
hath had ſucha childe torne by wilde beaſts, or ſome other like vio- 


complaineof famine, and ofwant > When none of you hath ſuffer. 
ed ſuch a famine as compelled him to ſend fo far as 7aceb ſent to 


hundred miles : VWecomplaineof eaſe, If our ſo much lamented 


aflitions wete laid inthe ballance with 7acobs,we ſhould finde them 


ſerve ina ftrange place, and an hard maſter that wronged thee, and 


very 
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very lighr and trifling buſineſſes in. compariſon, Want of looking 
abour, and obſerving the burdens that are faftened unto other mens 
ſhoulders, cauſerh us to aggravate. our owne ſo. much in our owne 
conceirs, as tharby making rhem ſeeme extraordinarily heavy, wee 
{ even wilfully caſt our ſelves intoexcefſive ſorrow for them, 

But againe, you that are yet at eaſe, and have not taſted any ſo 
bitrer a cup as 7acob did many, muſt bee perſwaded to take fome 
paines with your owne hearts, to make your ſelves thinke that ſome 
ſuch croſſes may befall you, and theftefore to prepare for them by re- 
— to beare them, aud praying God.to fit you for them, and 
ſantifie them to you. 

Mans ſelf-loving minde is willing; co flatter it ſcife with good 
hopes, rather then to ſorewarne ir felfe with wiſe warnings : O1 
hope I (hall never ſee my children, my wife ſonaught, I ſhall never 
 finde ſuch ill uſage, I hope. Come hither vaine man, and either 
give a good reaſon of thine hopes, or clſe confefſe them to be fruits 
of thine cxtreaine folly, and dorting ſclt-love. 
| Hath Godeverpromiſed thee, that no ſuch thing ſhould befall 
thee > Iam ſure thou canſt ſhew no ſuch promiſe. Haſt nor thou 
| deſerved as much as Zacob, to be {everely chaſtened of God >? I am 
ſure thou oughteſt to ſay yes. Doth not thy body, foule, name,chil- j 
dren,lieabroad in as open a Sea,and as tempeſtuons > Here alſothou | 
 oughteſt to ſay yes, and therefore ſhouldeſt alſo condemne theſe (i1-} 
ken ſoft hopes of thine, and ſay, Well, God may make me as afflicted 
as Jacob, and therefore I will even expe rhe ſame, or as bad, and if 
they come I will beare them all, ſeeing God and my ill deſervings 
in them. Yonder is a very towardly boy, I love him dearely : what if I 
| ſhould heare he were torne of beafts 2 Lord if it be thy will, ler it 
: nat be ſo; but if itbe, make me to beare it with quietneſſe : and why 
fhould I nor fo ſtoope ro thy will incvery thing ; yea I will doe it 
by thy grace. Itthou ſay, I ſee many eſcape ſuch croſſes, 

' TIanſwer, and thou ſeeſt mavy afiQed with them, and why maiſt 
.not thou be amongſt the number of thoſe that ſuffer them, as well as 
of thoſe that eſcape them. 
But laſtly, take heed of making over-bold with Gods favour, as a 
'wagton childe, that preſumes he ſhall nor be whipr, and therefore 
cares not almoſt what wanton and evill prankes he playes, Doe you| 
'not fee here that the Lord of heaven knowes how ro whip his owne 
;children throughly and ro purpoſe > You have not to deale with a 
fooliſhly pitrifull Father, that cannor finde in his heart to heare has 
| children cry, and ſee them ſmart and bleed, No, he can ſtrike, he can | 
lay it on ſoundly, he can make you roare, and cry, and bleed, hee can bi 
doe it ; yea, and he will doe it too, if he finde that your conceit of his » 
love and gentleneffe brings forth no better fraic in you than this; 
that by preſuming of it, you are made more wicked, : : 
| Wherefore ſay to thy ſelfe, if ſuch abominable {ancies ariſe , | 


fooliſh 
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fooliſh man that I am, doe I ſorequite the Lords kindneſſe > Doe 1 
put his clemency to this uſe 2- Did he not cut and wound 7acobs ſoul? 
Did he nor handle him roughly > even though we never reade that 
bedidentertaine ſuch preſumptuous conceits, How then will hee 
- ' | dealewith me, if I doe ſocxceedingly provoke him, by ſo exceed- 
ingly abuſing bis goodnefle > And ſo frame to condemne and blame 
thy wickednefle in having ſuch motions, and pray to God to worke | 
in thine heart a reverend awe of his Majeſtic, by making | 
his juſtice and anger ſo terrible to thee, as to 
make fin abominable , that would | | 

inſeace that wrath and f 


juſtice againſt thee, 
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THE TWENTIETH 


EXAMPLE. 


Or ]Tacosrs Wives. 


> 35 Rom the Story of Jacob, I proceed to his Wives 
Ye and Children, and fo to other his contempora 
ries. lacob had foure Wives. It was not his own 
ſeeking, thathis Wives grew to ſuch a number, | 
forhewas painfull- and laborious, and a chaſte 
man, that would very contentedly have ſatisfied 
himſelfewith one woman. But he was drawne in. 
rothis way of Polygamy by ſeverall occaſions, 
| Nowofhis Vives, the true and lawfull Wife was Rachel, for her 
he agreed, with her he eſpouſed himſelfe (as it 15 like, for we cannot 
chinke bur that after his Father had promiſed to give her ro him up- 
on ſeven yeares ſervice, he would acquaint ber with ir, and defire hex 
good will, and unlefſe he had attained it, the marriage would nor 
have proceeded, and been as it was, ſolemnly celebrated) to her hee 
bare ſingular affe&ion, and her alonehe looked for. 
Now for Rachel, you know whoſe daughter ſhe was, vis. Labans, | Recbelber 
the brother of Rebekk4h, here Couſin-germans married withour _ | 
ſcruple; but no marvell,for they made no queſtion of nearer matches. 
A man might marry his Fathers daughter, his ſiſter, as 45r4ham did 
Sarah, A man might marry with two ſiſters, as Tacob: did Rachel _ 
ts $5 | Leah, | 
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Leah. The Lord had not yet abridged the liberty of contrating ma- 
riage, as with any more remote, fo with them that were neareſt in 
blood and alliance. Therefore their examples muft be no preſident 
forus in this matrer, | | 
But of Rachel let us conſider after her Parentape , her life and 
death, and in her life : 1, Her faults. 2. Her vertues, 3, Her 
croſſes. 4. Her benefits, and ſo to her death. 
r. Her faules, | Firſt then, her faults; She was a woman of great imperfeQions: 
theſe are plainly noted in her, | 
x Sh-wasen- | Firſt, ſhe was envious towards her fiſter, as you ſee Gey. 3e. 1. It 
vious owar® | yexed hernotalone that ſhe had nochildren, bur that her filter had : | 
Is: vhs a Envy isa fin much tobe blamed, you may ſee in this Example what 
excatvice> | iris; ſucha vexing at anothers having what I have nor, as doth 
eſtrange my minde, and work a degree of hatred towards the perſon 
chat hath ir, | | 
The firſt, and moſt remarkable example of this vice is found in | 
Cain, it (hewes it ſelfe here againe in Rachel, Let us conſider what a 
loathſome vice it is, that we may the better ſhun it, The Word of 
God hath given us frequent warning of it in blaming ir ſo often, ir 
Hy (hewes how apt we areto it, and how diligently we ſhould oppoſe it, | 
Mark,7,22, | and preferve our ſelves from it, our Saviour is pleaſed to reckon it 
among the evill things that come out of the heart, and doe defile the 
man, and giveth it the name of anevill eye, becauſe it ſhewes it ſelfe 
preſently 1athe eye and countenance, and cauſeth a dejeted coun- 
renance, and a vile looke towards the party envied, as it is ſeen in 
Cain and Saul, It isa paſhon that will not be kept in, but will bewray 
R m.r.29. | it ſelfe in odde Jookes and caſts of the eye. S. Paul reckons it up 
among thoſe fins wherewith the Gentiles were full, viz, of Exvy, 
murder. gc, and you ſee with what companions he joynes it, murder, 
debate, tor theſe indeed bethe fruits that follow from it, as in Sas!, 
| Caza, and the Phariſees is evident, S. Pan alſo reckons it amongſt 
Gals5,21. the number of the things which are fruits of the fleſh, and which he 
that doth, ſhall not inherite the kingdome of heaven, exwyings, muy- 
ders, where you ſee likewiſe how he fellows it with murders,as he had 
done before. In the ſame Epiſtle he forbids it, ſaying, Let us not bee 
covetous of vain-glory, proveking eneaxother, envying one another, Saint 
Tames ſaith, that Where envying and ſtrife i, there is confuſion, and all 
manner of evill workes, It is thought to have been one of the firſt ſins | 
of the devill. For what could move him to ſeeke the overthrow of | | | 
our firſt Parents Adamand Eve, but together with an hatred of God | 
from whom himſelfe had fallen, an evill affe&ion towards them that 
ood entire in that good eſtate, which himſelfe had loſt, v7, the fa. 
yvaur of God, and true happineſle > Now this vice is injurious ro 
God, to the party envyed, to theenviers ſelfe, and tothe ſocietiesof 
mankinde; | 
Firſt ro God,towhom it will not grant the freedome of diſpoſing 
bis 
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; his owne gifts according to his owne good pleaſure. Envy againſt 
| him that excels us, carries with it by way of implication at leati, and 
| ſometimes expreſly, blaming, condemning, muttering againſt him 
'thathath granted to another what he hath denied unto me. They 
' murmured againſt the houſholder in the parable, that were troubled 
| to ſce thoſe of theeleventh houre to have equall wages with them at 
the firſt, 
| Now what anaudacioulſneſle is this in the creatures, to ſet rules 
' tothe Creator 2 and to binde him, thar he ſhall not ſhew himſelfe 
' morebountifull troanother than ro ones ſelfe. Are not we diſcon- 
'rented, if one childe grudge becauſe another hath a bigger or better 
[thing than himſelfe > We cannotendure that our inferiours ſhould 
| ſet lawes tous, and appoint us what to give to others, what to them : 
We muſt know our ſelves to forget our ſelves much if we will pre- 
ſcribe to God, and it is nothing elſe but a very preſcribing ro God, 
when we take occaſion from his bounty to repine. For if it bewel] 
done, why arewe vexed 2 If not, upon whom is the blame laid > 
Further, it is a wrong tothe party envyed, for it is to meaſure ſuch 
meaſure to him, as we would not have meaſured toour ſelves by ano- 
' ther. Whodoth not blame another for vexing at his proſpericy, and 
 forhaving a grudge againſt him becauſe God hath done him good > 
| Would we not that all ſhould rather love us, reſpe& us more, and 
; rejoycewith us > Therefore we doe injury to ou; neighbour, in do- 
| Ing what we would not have done to our ſelves : The envious wrong- 
eth himſelfe both becauſe he doth vexe and eate out his owne hearr 
to no purpoſe (for neither ſhall another proſper lefſe, nor he more, 
becauſe of ſuch his inordinate diſtempers) as alſo becauſe he makes 
bimſelfe lie open to moſt grievous ſins of detraRing, flandering, and 


way that will lead him to many fins, yea, to the ſhedding of inno 

cent blood, that entertaincth this diabolicall humour of envy, And 
he wrongerh the whole ſociety , becauſe he is diſtempered at that 
which maketh for the common good, even the diſtribution of Gods 
gifts differently as himſelfe ſees fir, and inthathe is broody of quar- 
rels, which all hinder the common welfare of the places where they 
be. Beſides, this is a fruit of pride and uncharicableneſſe, and muſt 
needs be hatefull to God, who loves only the humble and charica- 
ble. Envy is avice, unto the making of which many vices concurre: 
Ignorance, folly, pride, uncharitableneſſe, ſelf-love, and the like : Ir 
isavice which bringeth forth many other vices, contention, ſtrife, 
{wellings, tumults, whiſperings, back-birings, murders and all evill 
deeds. Therefore let us finde ir out, and chaſe it away : You hall 
eaſily perceivethat it is a weed which growes iD our corrupt nature, 


| by continuance, increaſing in ſtrength as the body increaſeth > yea, 
| how doth it live in old mentoo, and vexe them alſo rhat ſhould have 
| ; | Ti | 
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practifing all injuries, yea, and murder at the laſt. He is inthe high | 


| How ſoon doe children begin to ſhew it'? how doth it grow ſtronger | 


_more | 
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more underſtanding >? as experience (heweth. Indeed the elder can 
uſe more craft to hide it, but many times they have no more wiſdome 
ro ſubdue it than the younger, 

I pray you finde it outcach one in himſelfe, and fight againſt ic, 
as one of the moſt loathſome fruits of the fleſh. And ftrive you to 
getſucha meaſure of humility and charity, as may not alone pre- 
ſerve you from this vice, but make you rejoyce with them thar re- 
joyce, and turne the proſperity of others into matter of gladneſle, 
even then when your ſelves want it : Happy is he that partakes in 


| every mans happineſle. It is in a mans power to taſte ſome of the | 
{weete of every mans eſtate, and tohealehis wounds by a medicine 


made of comfortable rejoycing in their ſourndnefſe. Why ſhould 
we not makeour ſelves merry at things, rather than ſad and diſcon- 
tented 2 It we were ſowiſe and godly as to ſecke and deſire Gods 
glory as our maine end, then we ſhould rejoyce at all thoſe things 
which conduced'to that end, and ſo doe the benefits beſtowed upon 
our brethren, as well as thoſe that our ſelves enjoy. If wee could bee 
lovers of the common good, and deſirers of the publike welfare, 
| why the benefits of others further that, and therefore ſhould alſo 
\gladus. Mankinde was encreaſecd, the power of God in furniſhing 
the world demonſtrated by Leahs offt-ſpring, as well as if Rachel had 
conceived two, and ſhee two; bewe therefore lovers of Gods glory, 
and lovers of the common good, and we ſhall not be envious. This 
vice ſometimes ſeekes a reaſon to hide its unreaſonableneſle, by 


conceiting that anothers having ſuch things hinders himſelfe, and 
ſo it may fall outin ſome caſes; as when two ſtand in competition 
for the ſame thing : but this is no wrong though it be a damage, and 
therefore ſhould not produce any grudge. For ſeeing but one can 


that hath done no more to my ſelf, than I would have done to him > 


not place to this wicked vice, but learne ſo to love your neighbours 
as your ſelves, that you may rejoyce in their proſperity as in your 


fell monſter of eavy, that if it encounter us, yet we may not be thruſt 
into diſtempers by ir. It is not in any mans power to hinder the ma- 
licious and malignant natures of other men from ſhewing it ſelfe , 


that his wiſdome and charity ſhould inable him to performe, for is 
it not common to all good things, to come attended with envy > 
Was not Chriſt envied 2 Was not Pas! > Have not the beſt been ? 
Yea, wee muſt endure envy even from our neareſt kindred, The 
brother muft bee prepared to ſuffer the envy of the brother, the 
ſiſter of the ſiſter, and muſt bee able to hold their ſpirits in 


26m yet is hard to love thoſe that uſe us ill. For by how 


havethe thing, and he hath it; is it juſt robee offended with him, | 


even preferred himſelfe before me : Wherefore ſee that you give 


owne : Burt let us every man prepare bimſelfe to meete with this j 


but to be quiet, milde, and patient towards him that envies a man, | 
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' muck envy proveth more implacable than other kindes of grudges, 
| by ſo much carnall reaſon will bid us to bee more apt unto it; 
| bur Gods Spirit frames men ta a gentle carriage. Pray God to 
' make you of ſuch a temper, that yon may bee able to ſhew 
' kinanefſſe even to him that envies you, 
| I cometoanother fault of Rachels, ſhee was paſſionate and ſnap- 
' Pith rowards her husband 7acob, and in a fume: ſhee quarrels 
' with him for not having children, as if it were his fault that her 
| felfe was barren, 
| Ir is a great fault in a wife to bee angry and finde fault with 
| the husband without due cauſe, and to lay blame upon him 
' when hee deferveth it not, as did Sarah upon Abraham, Ir is 
' contrary to the feverence, obedience , and love which they owe 
ro their husbands : it is a meanes of eſtranging the husbands 
| heart, by pucring bim into frequent firs of anger. | 
| You wives bee forrowtull 1t you have in ſuch a caſe over-ſhot 
| your ſelves, and now labour for ſo much diſcretion and meeke- 
| nefſe of wiſdome that may preſerve your tongues from ſpeaking 
paſſionately and unadviſedly to thofe whom the Lord commands 
you to feare. What a fond ſpeech was Rachels ? Give me children, 
Beware that anger doe not fill your mouthes with fooliſh words. 
And if this bee a fault in your Wives, good men, know it is a 
great fault in your ſelves, in whom more wiſdome -is required. 
' Nouriſh peace betwixt your ſelves, your yoake-fellows , and 
| ſhunne angry and brawling words , that breede ſuch a koare of 
 unkindnefſe as ſometimes runs forth into alienation, and perpetuall 
arring, 
bp Bus Rachel was diſcontented, ſo that ſhee would die if ſhee 
| had no children : ſhee doth not meane that ſhee would kill her 
 ſelfe. 
' Wee muſt not put the worſt ſence, no not upon cholericke 


ſpeeches; but the meaneth that ſhee thought her ſelfe no ber. } 


| ter than dead, that ſhee ſhould not enjoy her life, that itrwould 
. doe her no good , that ſhee wiſhed her ſelfe rather dead than 
| alive, This ſhee meaneth, and this is bad enough. O what a 
' mixture of pride and folly is it, to wifh ones ſelfe dead for ſo 


. ſmall croſſes as this , that one hath continued a little while] 


' barren > 
| Good men have beene over-taken with ſuch cloudes of diſcon- 
' tent as have made them defire death, but to bee weary of life 
| becauſe one hath nota childe, I meete not with ſuch impatiency 
any where, but in Rachel. / h- 

Take heed to your ſelves, that no crofles, no not the greateſt, draw 


ſuch diſtempers into your mindes, as to make you weary of life , 


© | but be much more aſhamed ifa ſmall thing hath rhus pur you our. | 


Iris true, that many times this laviſh talke of YWould I were dead,is 
| Ti2_ __from 


2. She was 
pattionate toe 


ward her huſ- 


band Iaceb, 


: 
| x 
. 
: & 
; , 
7 
* 4 
i133 
4 © 
FE 
+ E 
£ 
2 - 
bi : 
| 4 
3 3 
5 
{2 
: 
if 
| 4 
? 4 
Ll 
b LF 
FE : 
= " 
' 
' 
. 
4 


10O 
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erſcrvaatto 
her husband 


iro be his wife, 


4: She makes 
God a partner 
withher fond 


pattions, 


{give vent toſuch words, whether they ſeriouſly meane them or not, 
{1s a proofe of a man that doth not weigh things rightly in his minde, 
| Rachel had a good busband, ſhe had likelihood ot a good eſtate, and 
now lived abundantly, ſhee had the love of her busband , ſhee had | . 
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from the teeth alone. If death ſhould offer it ſelfe at that inſtane, 


_ {they would finde fome other imployment for him, than to take them | - 


out ofthe world, butto be ſo full ofdiſcontenrt and vexation as to 


health, VWhat, and was not the fruition of all theſe able to make 
life ſweet toher, but ſhe muſt die if ſhe had nota childe > Did wee 
not forgetor diſ-eſteem the faveurs God hath ſhewed us , wee could 
never be put ſofar outof taſte as it were, that want of one benefir 
ſhould imbitter it ſelfe. But envy doth ſorot the bones, that noeaſe 
can be felt ofhim that hath ſuffered thar ſickneſſe ro breed and grow 
ſtrong in him; Yea, ſec bow all Hamans honour contented him no- 
thing, ſolong as AMordecast was an eye-ſore to him, Pray God to 
keep you from {uch diſordered paſſions, and greatly bewaile them 
when you meet with them. 


ſhould be her childrenwhich 2i/hab ſhould beare, and not that Zeah 


prefſions of minde. | | 
| : And ſee ber folly yet further, when B:/4ah had Day, then ſhee will 

needs make Godan approver of their folly, God hath judged : as if ſhe| 
had great wrong before, and now God had righted it in giving hera 
ſon : Why, ſhe might have accounted that God had given her a| 
ſopwhen Reyben or Inda/ was borne, as well as Dar ? Bur ſhee will | 


might be madea kinde of foſter-mother by her. 


Fond Rachel! was not Leah nearer to thee than Bi/hah ? Couldeſt 


thou not have cſtcemed thy ſiſters childrenthine owne, as wellasthy 
bondmaids > Herewere two faults. 

Firſt, ſhe preſſed her husband ro Polygamy; but that was a fault 
of meere ignorance, let ir be paſſed by. 

The next was, that ſhe would feed her ſelfe with a fancy, that they 


bad borne, 4 
Nature made Leh deare to ber, the bondwoman was of no ſuch 


k1ndred ; but ſhe forgets nature, and lets fancy over-rule, ſhee had | 


taken ſuch a conceit againſt her ſiſter, that ſhe was deſirous any wo- 


man ſhould have children þytheir common husband,rather thay ſhe. | 
| Letus (ce ſuch follies inour ſelves, that fancy rules us againſt all 
reaſon, and thatwe ſometimes take ſuch a Rirch and (pleene againſt 
thaſewhom nature beth ryed to us, that ofall other we are lefle plea- | 
ſed with their proſperity, and moſt eſtranged from them. Arid ler | 


us beware that we doe not diſcover ſuch ſenceleſſe and abſurd im- 


needs make God partner with her fond paſſions. Wee are apt to 
wrong God in mifinterpreting the acts of his providence, as ifhec 


But ſce another folly of aches. Shee brings her maid ſervant to| 
ber husband, and he muſt take her for his Concubine, to ſee if ſhee } 


ſhewed his love unto us in that wherein his Majeſty intended no 
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ſuch matter. What is itto judge > that ſhe ſhould ſay, God had 
judged her. For my part I can ſee no ſence in her words, why 
this ſhould bee counted an act of Gods judging. No man had 
| wronged her before, ſhewas never a whit better now than before, 
{no whit lefſe barren. Bur ſuch is oyr fooliſh ſelf-love, that wee 
will needs threape kindneſſe upon God ſometimes beyond his 
[liking take heed of this faulr, it is a fruir of an overmeane con. 
ceit of God, when we will cauſe him tobe a ſervant to our luſts, and 
unreaſonable fancies, 

| Bur after the ſecond childe ſhe is more fooliſh, and then ſhetri- 
amphs, With wraſtlings of God have I wraftled with my ſiſter, and I have 


\prevailed : And fo the boyes name mutt needs be Nephrhali, She in- 


ſults over her ſiſter, as for a notable victory, becauſe the had won her 
husband fo far, as to beget children of her handmaide; Why faith 
ſhe that ſhe had wraſtled with her ſiſter > Did Leah hinder her from 
children > Was ir becauſe of Z:cobs doting on Leah, that Rachel con- 
| ceived not > Sure the Holy Ghoſt tels us that his over-loving of her, 
and deſpiſing of her fiſter cauſed God to humble her with bax- 
renneſſe, | | | 

So fooliſh is a man, that he often triumphs ina thing as a great 
matter, which is nothing at all, and thinkes he hath gotten a viory, 
when he hath rather gotten a blor, as we ſee here in Rachel, Letus 
moderateour joyes, and take hce& of inſulting in a thing that hath 
ſhewed our folly, and elſe nothing advantaged us, 

Now another weakneſle is, that ſhe was fo earneſtly defirous of 
Reabens Mandrakes. I conſent to them that thinke theſe Mandrakes 
to have been nothing elſe but goodly flowers, which Renben, who was 
now ſome fix or ſeven yeares old, had gathered in the fields, of whe- 
ther they were ſome plcaſant fruit or nor, I cannottrell; theword fig. 
nifies Lovelizeſſes, ſuch things as were lovely, Bur that Rachel had 
ſuchan appetite tothem, as ſhe muſt needs have ſome of them, ir 
ſhews that ſhe was awoman given too much to her fancy and appe- 


diſtempers follow, it is a miſery, but it wants not a ſpice of finne 
too, when by yeelding overmuch to the eye, a man is fo enfla- 
ved to his eye, that he muſt have every fine thing he ſees. Rachel 
is the copy ofa fond woman ; all you good women lee her follies to 
avoid them, SE os ET | 

But the worſt and laſt fault is, ſhe ſtole her Fathers Idols and con- 
cealed them with diſſembling and falſe excuſes, Shee had beene 
wifc tO Zacob for twenty yeares ſpace, ſhe had called upon God for 
a childe, and he had given hera ſon , ſhe had ſhewed ſome faith in 
him, by calling the ſon 7o/eph, profeſſing her hope of having yer 
another ſon. Either we muſt throw an imputation of great care- 
leſnefſe upon acob if hee taught her not the true God, and his 
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tite. If in caſe of breeding children, and weakneſſe of body, ſome 
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|teaching had: not gotten her our of thoſe Idvlatrous fancies, but 


{ourtofdeteſiation of Idolatry, to free her Fathers houſe from them, 


{ 


ſmell of that falſhoaod wherewirch ſhe was firſt ſeaſoned, would not 
forſake the veſſell : and lerus firive robring our children rather into 
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muſt even fieale away with her her Fathers Idols, it was not done 


that ſhe might have done withour the trouble of carrying them fo 
far; ſhemight have burnt them, or otherwiſe deſtroyed them ſure 
enough : but I conceive ſhe did it out of a ſuperſiitious- conceit of 
ſome goodneſle in the gods, or in thoſe piQures of gods. The word 
ſignifies [mages of men, and they were belike little Images, clſe ſhee 
could not haveconveighed them : quickly, and {> ſecretly, but that 
they would have been knowne, It is much adoe to weare: ſuperſtiri. 

on out of the heart of one that hath been ſuperſtiriouſly brought up. 
[This is the firſt place that I remember in which theſe Idols arc 
mentioned, but Rachel had ſodrunkein the opinion of their being ſa- 
cred, that ſhe could not lay it aſide. It is no cafte matter to leave 
fuch falſhoods in points of religion, as have prevailed in the'places, 
and among the perſons with whom ones ſelfe was trained np, Wee 


ſhould bleſſe God that hath granted us education in the true re. 


Sand ſecondly, we muſt even pitty them, that have been ſuperfti- 
tiouſly educated. They may have ſome good thing'in them, though 
they cannor ſhake off thoſe miſconceits, but hanker roo: much after 
their Images. I would be loathtoſay, and I thinke ſowould any of 
you, that Reche/ had no true piety in ber, becauſe ſhe ſtoodifoaffeted 


brought her to ſome knowledge of the true God, though the old 


a.deteftation of ſuch graven.lmages, for ſure the Lord can ſpeake of 
nothing more contemptibly, And Images made now to repreſent 
the true God. muſt needs: be as loathſome as Aarons and leroboams 
Calves, which were intended to repreſcotithe true God, and not a 
falſe. But ſhe uſed diflembling, and coſenage to cover her fa, as 
the Story cells, hiding them in the Camels litter, and then fitting 
upon them, and craving pardon of her Father for not rifing up to 
him, pretending, that the cuſtome of women was upon' her ;'whe- 
ther this were true or nor, yet (he diſſembled, for that was not the 


cauſe of her not rifing, but alone the care ſhe had ro keepe the Idols | 
ſecret,clſe ſhe would have riſen well cnough. Yoa ſee. that icom-: 
{ mitting ofevill drawes men on to mnre fin, to hide and conceale thar 
'which they have already committed, as it did 7acob, and!/David, and 


others, becauſe feare of ſhame or danger diſtorberh the miride, and 


Therefore let us all take heed of entring into the parh ofevill, for if 
webe oncein, no man can tell'whar lying, difſembling, and other 
evils thedevillwilldraw us into-by'meanes of that fin. He!intangles 


| himſclfe as a ſheepe inthe bryers; that run into avy groſſe or —m_ 


full 


to the Idols of her Father. Bur lerius rather thinke that Tacob had | 


turneth away the rhoughts from conſidering rhe'miſchiefof finning; | 
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| 


tull ſin, and he can hatdly:come' off with one wound alone. And if 
you Lave thus covered finwith fin, bewaile tt'as a great fault, but 
yet take hearttotepent, and turnero God for'favour, for it is nonew 
thing with God to forgiveſuch treſpaſſes, ofily doe not embolden 
your ſelves of purpoſe'to fin, becauſe you know how to conceale it, 
and hope to keepe ir cloſe, for then-thall the ſame become a pre- 
ſumptuous fin;and ſo much morehardly pardoned, he 
. I have ſhewed you Rarhels faults. Her good deeds be but few, yer 
ame's:': 7; | 5 > iſ "4 | 

Firſt, ſhe was one of her Fathers ſheep. keepers, anddid not dif- 
daine todrive rhem to the water, at leaſt when, the Shepheards were 
otherwiſe imployed, So it is a commendable thing in a young 
maide, to be ready to take paines, anddoe ſervice in domeſticall bu- 
fineſſes, ſuch as accord to her Fathers ſtate. Bury an ide, coy, fini/: 
maide is ſomuch the more diſdained of wife perſons, by how much 
God did make men. : | bf 
' Further, Rachel at laſt ſaw God inher barrennefle, and fel! to pray- 
er; for it is ſaid, God hearkened to her, ahd opened her wombe. This gives 
us ſome hope that ſhe was humbled, and ſought God,which js good 
inour wants of any good thing, by it tobe dratyne ro Gnd in fervent 
prayers. Then be they graciouſly fapplyed, when our need of them 
makes us ſupplicate to his bounty: Rachel got'nothing by chafing, 
envying, or giving her maide to ker husband, all that time the womb 
is not opened; bur when ſhe remembred God, God remembred her ; 
and when ſhe prayed, he hearkened and gave her a ſon. Letus in all 
our neceſſities make all the haſt we can to this remedy, comfort and 


| ſhe doth more diſdaine labour in atiy profitable buſineſle for which 


deliverance will never come halfe ſo happily by other meanes with- 


ourtthis, They be our prayers that muſt ſanfific other meanes, and 
procure Gods co-operation with them for our 'good ſucceſſe, 1acob 
was Richels hasband before;but prayer had not made her fruirfull till 
now, God is the ruler of all things, learne rocall upon him and trufi 
in him; - Ho&anremove any croſle, as well as barrenneſſe, 

Apgaine, it was a good'thitig'in her to deſire children, aod when 
ſhe had one, toffee God; and bleſſe hity, and ſay, God hath taken away 
my reproach, When we have gotten things by prayer, we muſt alfo 
ſee God inthem, and give him thankes; yea ſheſaith, God will giv: 


we yet avother ſon; the thankfull receiving of one benefit, may afſure 


us of another, God will adde to mercies,if we take notice of his good- 
nefle after we have called npon him in hearing our requeft, Every 
benefit gotrenby prayer, may and ſhonld be cafled a 7sſeph., | 
Another good thing was, that ber envy to her ſiſter did not ſo pre- 
vailewith her, butthat ſhe would aske her for her ſons Mandrakes. 
Though the humour ofenvy was ſharpe in her, yet it may ſceme 
to have waxed'a little milder after a while, and ſhe could both re- 


queſt a-kindnefſe from her, and returne a kindneffe to her, Let us 
LE | looke 


| 
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to her, 


Her vertues. 


1. Shew2s one 
ot her Fathers 
ſheep-keepers, 


2. Shee ſaw 
God in her 
barrenn<cſſe 
arlaſt,andtell | 
topraycr, 


3; She deſircd 
children, ard 
when The had 
one, bleſſed 
God for him, 


4s She reque- 
ſed a kindneſs 
from her ſiſter 
(for all her en» 
vy) and retur= 
ned a kindneſs 


- 4 —_— 
—— 


Py 


$, She prefer» 
red her huf 
[band before 
her Parents. 
3. Her croſles, 
-T. She was 
barren, 


2, Her cbil- 
drens carriage 
was ill, 


Her bencfits, 
health,ftregrh 
maintenance, 
beaurty,and 
her husbands 
lore,her pray» 
ers were 
heard, her 
fault hidden, 
Her death, ſhe 
dycd in child- 
bed 


Objc&cd, 


| 104 | 


| 


(tz Nv. 
looke that envy doe not continue'in its height, ſo as ſometimes it 
doth, to make us grow bitter enemies. And ſhe did well ingranting 
to Tacohs motion to returne into Canaan, for a wife is co forſake Fa- 
ther, and Motber, and cleave to her husband. Shee ſhall doe farre 
amiſſe that prefers not her husband beforc her Parents, and goes nor 
with him rather than tarrics with them, 

So you have what is good and bad in her, now looke upon her 
croſſes; wecan finde but few, and onewhich at laſt roo was remo- 
ved; ſhe was barren : This barrenneſſe God ſent of purpoſe to keepe 
her downe, becauſe ſhe ſhould not too much ſleighr her ſiſter; bur 
ſhe made this a great.crofle, though ir be no great one in it ſelfe ; 
you ſee that barrenneſle is a crofle, and to ſome people a great croſle, 
becauſe of their earneſt deſire of iſſue on ſome or other confiderati- 
on. But ic is needfull chat God tame and humble us with ſome or 


our further humbling, by giving us over to our ſelves, to make them 
greatthatelſewould nor be ſo.' Wee muſt pray God to ſangifie 
croſſes, and rhen we ſhall never repent of them when they be paſt : 
many a man hath repented for other things, but ſanQified croſſes 
were never yet bewalled afterwards, Perhaps one may eſteeme it a 
croſſe that ſhe was faine to leave her Fathers houſe, but indeed that 
was a benefzr, for by that meanes ſhe was quite (we hope) freed from 


there, ſhe was not quite purged. 

Bur her croſſes that ſhe felr with her husband in reſpe& of her 
childrens ill carriage were heavy; for a good woman cannot bee 
ſenceleſſe of her husbands ſorrows, only death ſhut up her eyes from 
bebolding that crofſe which in likelihood would have killed her 
quite, ſeeing it went ſoneare to /acob ; ſhe was dead afore 7oſeph was 
taken away from them. 3. ti _ 

Bur her benefits were common benefies of health, trength, main. 
tenance, and the like, and ſhe had beauty, and her husbands love, 
and after her prayers were heard, and a ſon given. her, and. it pleaſed 
God to hide her fault which ſhe committed in ſtealing her Fathers 


| Idols, which if it had come to light, would have much provoked her 


Fathers anger, and herhusbands. We muſt obſerve even ſuch mer. 
cies, to be thankfull ro God that hath not:dealt with us afcer our 


prayedto God; and it is ſaid, God remembred her and heard her : 
bur her death was an heavy death, ſhe dyed in childbed, or in travell, 


ter Lacob called The ſon of his right hend;, Women with childe ſhould 
even prepare for death, they paſſe through the danger of it. And me 
thinkes, notwirhſtanding whatſoever hath been co the contrary, de. 


ledged with a publique and ſolemne giving of thankes, and a feaſt. 
| | The 


W—_ 


The Example of | Cuare, 30. 


i 


fins. And wee hope that ſhee was a godly woman too, becauſe ſhee 


and rooke it heavily, calling her ſon, The ſoz of her ſorrows, whom af: | 


| 


other croſſes, andeither make them great, or make uſe of our folly to | 


the Idolatry ofher Fathers houſe, from which, ſo long as ſhe lived | 


mm 


livering our of childbed-perils is a mercy that may well be acknow-| 
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The equity of lewith ceremonies remaining, though the ceremonies 
be aboliſhed,and though there be no legall uncleanneſle, yer there is 
areall danger eſcaped, andareall benefit attained , and that ſhould 
(me thinks) crave an acknowledgement. 

It you would learne,that all things are pure unto the pure, you 
would not bee hindred from fo good a ſervice by any ſcruple or 
abuic, 

Bur ] am airaid niggardlineſſe hath as great a hand in breaking of 
ſuch feaſts,as any thing elſe, Whether you feaſt ornor,be ir at your 
choiſe ; bur mce thinks,againelT repeatir, ſafe eſcaping the danger 
that rooke away Rachel, may well call for even a publicke and thauk- 
tuil acknowledgement, 

So much of Rachel,whom we leaveby her husband ſolemnly inter- 
red unner a monamenterected upon her grave, which kept her name 
up long, and occationed the calling of all the mothers dwelling 
thereabouts by her name, When it is ſaid, Rachel weeping for her chil- 
aren,becanſe they were not, - | 

Now of Leah,ſhe was a wife of 1acobs,the firft he had given,though 
not promiſed, | 

Of her vertues we have not much noted ; but ſhe ſhewed her ſclfe 
patient and loving to her husband, ſomewhat quiet to her envious 
ſiſter, and chankfull ro God for her children , though her husband 
loved her leſſe than was meet, yet we read of no brawles either with 
him or her fiſter. She entertained him very lovingly when he came 


*| home from ficld,and ſhe had hired himof her ſiſter. She conſented 


alſo to goe with him into Canaan, ſhe was deſirous of children, and 
had many , but a fault or two ſhe ſlipped in, 

Firſt, ſhe went to bed to her ſiſters husband at her fathers perſua- 
fion,which ſhe ought not rohave done, [nhim that thought ſhe was 
Rachel,rhere was no ſinne,in her that knew ſhe was not Rachel,it was a 
great faulr, bur. excuſed by the fathers authority ; but ſhe wronged 
Zacob rauch,and made her owne life full of affliction. 

Another little fault ſhe bad, ſhee ſeemed a little too unkind ro her 


| ſiſter, innotbeing willing to impare ſome of her ſonnes mandrakes ; 


but often unkindnefſes and wrongs breed ſuch aneſtrangement be- 
twixttÞ2m, who are otherwiſe neerly joyned, as that they fticke at 


ry,when ſhe came for acurteſie. 
Othat ſhe had not too many followers in this weakneſle ! 
Her benefits were theſe, ſhe had a good husband and many chil- 


| dren,and was matchr into the Church,and we hope went to Heaven, 
| for her carriage inreſpe@ of herchildren ſhews ſome goodneſle, [n- 
| deed ſhe was faulty in imitating her ſiſter, and giving Zilpahto Tacob, 


much more faulty inthinking that God gave her the next ſonne for 
a rewardof that faulc. But ſo weakewe are,and ignorant of fin ſom- 
times, 


ſmall currefies. VWe muſt take heed it doe not ſowirth us ; but Zeb 
had a little anger with her, ſhe could upbraid her fifterwith an inju- | 


Leah her vere 
tues, ſhc was 
patient and 
lovirgen her 
husband, and 
thanktull ro 
God 


Her faults. 
I.She went to 
bed to her (t> 
ſters husband, 
at her Fathers | 
peiſwaſion, 


2, She was a 
litrlc too une 
kinde ts her 
liter, 


Herbenckts. 
She had a 
goed husbad, | 
many chil- 
dren,and was 
matched into 
the Church, 
and weat to 

| heaven, 
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3. Her croſſes, 
want of her 
husbands love 
and coh:bira- 
tion with her, 
and the milce 
rics ſhe ſuff-r- 
cd with hec 
husband,and 
the unkindncs 
of her Farther, 
ſhe vas alſo 
bleare-cycd, 
Z'!peh Bilyab, 
guilty of in- 


ccit. 


ao. 


4s ne: P.3O, | 


(3 EN, | The Example of 


| to have been ſo, becauſe God doth not report it ſo, For God would 
not wrong atly in reporting their acts to the worſt, bur if there had | 


| Story. O let all women take heed of adultery,and chiefly of inceſtu- 


times, that we verily thinke God is pleaſed with our ſfins,and recom- | 


| 
{ 
[ 


penceth them with benefits. 


And for her croſſes, they were, want of her husbands love and | 


comfortable cohabitation, and all the miſerics ſhee underwent with | 
her husband beſides, her Father was ſomething unkinde, as it may 
ſeeme, for the ſaith, He counted them ftrangerszand ſhe alſo had an im- 
perfetion in her viſage, for ſhe was bleare-eyed. I hope you will all 
ſearne to imitate her vertues, tlic her fins, be thankfull for the like 
mercies, and patient under the likecroſles, and then you ſhall not be 
loſers of time by hearing her ſtory. 

Now the two handmaidens, Zilpah and Bilhah, 

Zilpah hath nothing ſaid of her, but that Shee bare Tacob two chil- 
dren, Gad and Aſher fo called of LZeah,that would needs imitate her fi- 
ters weaknefle, and call them hers, 

Bilhah is taxcd of a grievous fin, ſhe ſuffercd her ſelſe to be pollu- 
tedwith inceſt by 7acobs firſt borne. If he offered her violence, or ſur- 
prized her by any device, it was his fault,not hers; bur ir is not likely 


been any excuſe of her faulr, rhe Lord would have done her right in 
rehearſivg it, he ſhould norelſedoe the office of a good writer of a 


ous adultcries with their husbands ſon in law, or brothers, or a like 
neareofblood,where the offence is.made much more heinous by that 
ageravation: and it any have commitred any ſuch crime, let the men. 
tioning of it in this woman bring it to their remembrance, and pro- 
voke them torepentance,thar they may not have ſo fearefull a crime 
toanſwer forupon their {ick-bed inthe houre of death. Likely ſuch 
grofle crimes will cry out then, if they have been ſmothered before, 
but a conſcience purged from them by ſincere repentance performed 
in health, may enjoy quiet and peace in death, notwithſtanding the 
remembrance of them, For a ſinrepented of ſhall be pardoned, and 
a pardoned debt cannot hurtat all, not ſo much as terrifie, if the par: 


don of it be knowne, But ſomething there was in ir, that God ſaw it |. 


fit to have his Church ſtored with the ſeed of bond. women, (for two 
of Zzcobs wives were ſuch)becauſe he would have us know, that hee 
doth not much land upon nobility, and being free borne, and the 
like, Onethird part of his people Iſrael were ſeed of bond-women. 
Though he would not let Hagars ſced inherite, yet thatwas not be- 
cauſe he did looke to her condition, but that he mighr figuratively 
fer forth his averſneſſe from them, that will needs be in bondage un- 
der the Law, when the Goſpell brings them liberty, and therefore 
now he doth equally take into the Church, Da» and Nephihali, Gad 
and Aſher, as well as Renbev, and Levi, Simeon, and Indah. Theſe 
earthly conſiderations vary nothing with God, nor is the one any 
moreacceptable with him than theother. Let not thoſe which en- 
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joy the priviiedges of this world in theſe matcers, ſleighr or deſpiſe 
ſuch as wantthem; and ler not thoſc that are meanlier borne, troy. 
ble themſelves at that depreſſion. Spirituall priviledges may belong 
torhoſethat areofno reckoning in the world, and thoſe that are of 
higheſteeme in it may be deprived of them. The Tribes that came 
"{ the bond-woman were admitted into the poſſeſſion of Canaan, 
and ro the fellowſhip of the Tabernacle as well as the reſt. It 
were a miſery indeed to be outwardly mean, if that would 
impeach our ſpirituall eſtate, but ſeeing no ſuch 
thing will follow, letus ſhew our high 
eſteeme of the ſoul abovethe 
body, by not regarding 
che things of the bo. 
dy, ſo that the 


ſoul be wel. 
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Or [| aBaxn. 


JE have ſpoken of cobs.ſelfe, and of his Wives ; 
” now Iwillgoe on to'ſpeake of his Vacle, and 
PA ſoofhis Children; His Vacle and Father in law 
\ was one Zaban of Padan Aram,of whoſe birth and 
y death the Scripture takes no notice atall : and in- 

BARNS decd itis ſcarce worth thewhile to mention the 
1" REV/S9s F birth and death of wicked men. It is no great 
matter, when they were borne, or when they died, ſeeing both their 
comming intothe world, and their departure out of it do periſh, for 
they come to nothing, and both come in and goout as it were in an 
evill time, . 

But we have ſomething to ſay of his parentageand life. For his 
Parentage, we learne, Gen.22.26.and 24.29. that he was the ſonne of 
one Bethuel , who was the ſonhe of Nachor the brother of Abrabamn, 
whodid nor leave his Countrey and Fathers houſe with _1brabam, 
when he travelled at Gods Commandement into the laid of Ca. 
naan, but abode ftill in Padan Aram, the land of his Nativity, and 
there continued to follow ſtrange gods , and commit Idolatry + 

Kk 


Laban, 


The Scripture 
ſaith nothing 
of his birth or 
death, 


His Parentage 
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His life. 


His ciy:;llyer- 
| tuCcs, 


1. He vouchs 
ſafe cuite- 

ous cntertain- 
ment unto 
Eliexgr, 


| invited him to her Fathers houſe, ahd comming home had told 


1p 


of which all the world, and by name the countrey was then full. 

So hee was the Idolatrous fon of an Idolatrous Father, and 
Grandfather, which did -as moſt men doe, rake"ap the religion: 
of his forefathers without more adoe , not looking whether. hee 
ſerved God aright, but counted it ſufficient to ſerve God as his ! 
| Progenitors had done before , not at all conſidering whether ir 
were the true God or the falſe whom they ſerved, orwhether itwere 
tre of falſe worſhip which they performed. | þ 
' Now in his life wee muſt conſider his deeds, good and bad, and 
the things that befell him good and bad. | 
Firſt then, for his good deeds, foreven a bad man may have ſome | 
 civill.vertues found in his life , out of a common worke of Gods | 
Spirit , who will nor ſuffer men tobe ſo.farre over-runne with vices, | 
bur that for the preſervation of humane ſocicties , they ſhall have | 
ſome ſhadows of vertues ſcene in them, 

22 good 'Wleeds offhis looke partly to men , and partly to: 
God. T 3 4 | 

- His good Qeeds ro mett-ward, are firſt, to 4braharss ſervant, | 

Secondly, to Rebekkab his ſiſter. 

Thitdly, to 7acob his kinfmani. 

Fourthly, tohis Daughtersand Grandchildren. 

Firſt, letus conſider his carriage to Abrahams ſervant Zliczer of 
Damaſcus, who was ſeyt by his maſter 4braham, to fetch a wife 


G 


with the curſed ſeed of the Canaanites, 

The firſt thing commendable in him is, that hee vouchſafeth 
curteous entertainment unto him ; for when the ſervant meeting 
with Rebekkah had found great kindnefſſe from her in watering his 


that hee had rewarded her'with precious gifts , Ger. 24, 22. viz. 
with a galden eare-ring of halfe a ſhekel weight , and two golden 
bracelets of ten ſhekels weight for ber hands; and that ſhee had 


Laban her brother of the man, who hee was, and what hee had be- 
ſtowed upon her : preſently Zaban goes forth to the man, ver, 31, 
and invites him to the houſewith very kinde words, ſaying, Come in 
thew blefſed of the Lord, wherefore flandeft then without ? for T have pre- 


ungirdedthe Camels, and hee gave him ſtraw and provender for them, 
and water to waſh hu feete,, and the fecte of thoſe that were with him, and 
then ſet meate before hims ; that hee might eate. | 

Loe here, an example of curteous hoſpitality, hee gave him 
good and loving words , and provided and miniſtred to him all 
things neceſſary for his cattell, and cotapanions, and himſelfe. 


luch friends as yponjoccaſion doe repaire unto their houſes, and 
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for his ſon Iſa out of Padan 4ram, becauſe he would not match him | 


Camels, as well as giving bimſclfe drioke out of her pitcher , and | 


pared the houſe and roomefor thy Camels + and ſo bringing him home, they | 


 - Thas ſhould men uſe kinde and liberall hoſpitality rowards| 


_ this 
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Laban. 


this 3s a kinde of vertue which may bee found 1n men that are de. 
ſtitute of all truc grace and piety, For even vature it ſelte teacherh 
mento thew love and humanity to men that are of rhe ſame nature 
with themſelves , becauſe rhey looke to finde the like gentleneſſe 
themſclves from others upon like occaſions. 

Hete is one thing in Laban worthy praiſe and imiration : another 

is, that hee gives him an honeſt and good anſwer when hee had de- 
clared unto them his crrand, For the man refuſing to eare rill hee 
had related his buſtnefle unto them, being very faithfull ro his ma- 
| {ter, anddiligent in the matter committed to hisrraſt , up and told 
them all that had fallen our, why bee came thither, and how hee 
had by a ſpeciall providence of God met with Rebekkah at the foun- 
[raincof water, requefied to know their minde, and what hee muſt 
truſt unto in this matter ; and from Bethyel the maides Father , and 
Laban of whom wee are ſpeaking, her Brother, hee received this 
juſt and diſcrecre anſwer, That the thing proceeded from God , and 
they were able to ſay neither good nor bad unto him : that 1s, not to crofle 
bis motion by any alſegatioa one way or other; concluding, that 
Reb:kkah was beforc him, and that hee might with their good con- 
| icot rake her and goe , that ſhee might bee his Maſters ſons wiſe, 
| as God had ſpoken, ver, 50, 51.0fthe ſame Chapter. 
{ Inthis paſſage you ſec a great deale of honeſt plainneſſe , ſeeing 
| God had dire&ed him by his ſpeciall band to this maiden, they 
would bee no hinderance unto him, but would give their willing 
conſent to the marriage, 

It isa good thing for men toconfent unto honeſt and good mo- 
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| going beforerhem, and as it were, leading the way unto them, 

A third good thing in' Laban was, that hee doth ſpeedily dif. 
mifſe the man, and hindered not his preſent returne nnco his Ma- 
ter, with a wife for his ſon. For ſo it is written ver. 59. that when 
heerifing betimes in the morning was earneſt to returne that very 
; day , and thatthey at firſt required ren dayes ſtay for Rebekkah , bur 
hcerequeſting them not to hinder his expedition, ſceing God had 
proſpered him ; they called the Damſell and asked ber conſent, 
vis, Whether ſhee was willing togoe with che man > and finding 
her very forward, they ſenther away without further lingring. 

Itisa good thing, when wee have entertained any one in our 
houſe , andhis defireis as his occaſions ſhall require to make haſte 
home, to further him by all meanes, and nor to ſtop his proceed- 
ings with delayes. For many times fuch deferring proves very un- 
pleaſing , and ſometimes dangerous to the party to whom wee 
would ſeeme to ſhew love and good will , as wee ſee it did in caſe 
of the Levite, whoſe Father in Laws importunity cauſed him to 
ſtay a day or two beyond his deſire, in the later end of the Story 
of Iadzes, 
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[ tions, chiefly when they ſce God himſelfe by his good providence 
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4.Was loving 
co his ſiſter, 
made a feaſt 
to his neigh 
bours and 
friends. 
Gen,39.21,22, 


5s, He loving- 
ly entertained 
Iacob when he 
came unto 
him. 


| doubtleſſe it is a vertue, and deſerveth praiſe, to ſtand fo diſpo. 


Thus hath Labars carriage beene good to this fervant of Abra- 
hams, We muſt follow the goodnefle of all men, even Idolarers and 
Heathens. | 

Now conſider how hee behaved himſelfe to his ſiſter, ro whom 
hediſcovers good affection, and love by a curteous diſinifſing of 
ber, wer. 60. They bleſſed her and ſaid, thou art our ſiſter , bee tho 
the mother of thouſands , of millions , and let thy ſeed poſſeſſe the gates of 
them which hate them : that 1s, prevaile mightily againſt all their 
enemies, and conquer them if rhey have juſt caule to contend 
with thcm. Brethren ſhould wiſh all proſperity and welfare to 
their ſiſters and brethren, and ro their children after them, 
even that they may grow ftrong and mighty in the world, for 
carnall men having bur a carnall minde and affection , can 
wiſh no better but carnall benefirs unto their friends and kin- 
dred , and theſe they ought to wiſh heartily, and to procure al- 
ſo, ſo far as opportunity ſhall be offered. 

But now it is time that we (hew Zabans good carriage to Tacob, the 
ſon of this his ſiſter a long time after. 

Firſt, hee doth lovingly entertaine him alſo when hee came unto | 
him but even in a poorcand naked fathion, nothing ſo richly pro- 
vided nor attended as the forenamed ſervant was in the former | 
narration, 14cob came all alone, and with nothing almoſt but 
his ſtaffe in his hand , but yet when hee had faithfully report- 
ed to him both who hee was, and what occaſion drove him 
in ſuch manner out of his Fathers houſe, hee receiverh him with 
all curtefie. For it is noted, Ger, 29. 12, 13, 14. Thatwhen Ra- 
chel had heard of 7acobs mouth who he was, and had acquainted 
her Father with his comming , hee hearing this tidings of his fi- 
ters ſonne, ranne to meete him, and embraced him, and kiſſed 
him, and brought him to his houſe, and when 7acob had certified 
him of his matters, hee anſwered him lovingly, ſaying , Surely 
thou art my bone and my fleſh, that is, bee not troubled for theſe 
things, I acknowledge thee to bee my kinſman, and I will carry 
my ſelfe towards thee accordingly, | 

Loe, how a man voide of true religion, may yet have good na- 
turall affection to his kinſman, and that though he finde him in 
ſomewhat a poore caſe , and deſtitute of things needfull. And 


ſed unto ones kinſmen or kinſwomen, that are as Zabaz could ſay, 
Our bong and fleſh. | 

 Neareneſle of blood requires ſome ſpeciall love and reſpe& to 
thoſe to whom nature hath ſo nearely united to us, Every man 
promiſeth himſelfe kindnefſe from ſuch perſons, and therefore the 
common phraſe of the world hath entitled them friends by a kinde 
of excellency, becauſe they ſhould be forward to performe all loving 
and friendly offices, 


Another 
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Another vertue in Laban iS, thar of his owne accord hee doth | 6. of hisown 
offer wages or recompence unto him tor his worke, tor perceiving _ —_ 
' him to be of an indulirious diſpoſition, that knew not how to paſle es his 
bis time idlely, choughin a ſtrange place , and withall, skilfulland | worke. 

; underſtanGing in matters of ſuch narure as Zabars calling ſtood up- 
'on, viz, in Cattell, hee ſayes thus unto him , ver, 15. Becauſe 
rho art my brother , that is, kinſman, Shoaldeſt thou ſerve mee for 
'z0v9ht ? thatis, thatwere at unreaſonable thing indeed, and there- 
\ fore rell me, what ſhall thy wages be. 

; Loe,he would not deale fo unjuſtly with his kinſman, as to take 
his labour and ſervice for nothing , but iswilling to give him ſuch 
' convenient ſatisfaction as be ſhould demand. 

{ This is ſuch a point of righteouſnefſe and equity , as even 
| nature it ſelfe doth teach, and a meecre naturall man , not roo 
' much over.run with worldlinefſe of minde, may praQiiſe towards 
| others. For ſeeing every man muſt make himſelfe the meaſure 
of his dealing with his neighbour, and thar it cannot but ſeeme 
 unrighteous ro any man, if he bee driven to worke for nothing , 
ſurely he cannot but conclude, that himſelfe alſo is bound to re- 
compence the labour and fervice of another. And this juſtice 
was ſo well knowne to Laban, and hee had ſo much goodneflere- | 
maining in him afterwards too, that hee continues to exerciſe it 
after 7acob had finiſhed his tourteene yeares ſervice, and was now 
to make a new bargaine, as you ſhall reade Chap,3o., ver. 25,and 35. 
For when 7acob requeſted his good will to returne home, becauſe hee | 
| knew how faithfuliy hee had ſerved , hee acknowledges his pain- 
 fulnefſe, and truſtineſſe, and his good ſucceffe too, and there- 
' fore requeſts him to tarry with him, and makes him this offer, 
ſaying, Appoint mee thy wages and I will give it , and when 7acob 
' made a reaſonable motion, (that for the clearing of his ingo- 
' cency., and preventing of all miſtakings , hee 'might have for 
| bis wages the ſpeckled and ſpotted amongſt rhe Goates , and 
; the browne amongſt the Sheepe , that ſhould after bee yeaned 
| hee meaneth) he agrees to the condition, and ſo 7Tacob was wil- 
| ling to ſerve him on theſe termes. Here you ſee juſtice in Labay, 
| hee is willing to give his ſervant due wages for his worke. This 
point of equity is written in nature, and little goodnefle is left in 
him that doth not know and follow it. | 

Soyou have Labars juſt dealing with 7aceb, 

Now looke intoa third thing commendable in him, and that 1s, | ,, ye was wit 
when Zacob offers to ſerve him ſeven yeares for his younger daugh- 4, ne 
ter Rachel , Chap. 29. ver, 18,19. He conſents to themotion, ſay-| gQuuhm, 
i0Z ,. 1t i better that I give her to thee than to another man , and ſo 
bids him abide with him : that is , I will give her thee on this 
condition, and not only ſo, but hee puts upon him the elder 
daughter, and ſo makes him his ſon in Law in both of them, | 
| | Ek 2 That 
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8, lc quick- 
ly laid downe 
his anger, and 
made a cove«s 
nant with 
him, 


9.He ſhewerh 
himſelfe lo- 
ving 1nd kind 
to his daugh 
rersand 
grandchildren 


That which was faulty in this paſſage, we ſhall ſpeake of anon, | 
when we come to-mention his faulrs ; bur this was a good thing | 
in him, thathe liked ſowell of 7acobs carriaze , that be was willing | 
to beſtow his daughters upon him. | 

It is a matter both of prudence and honeſty too , to like ſo well | 
of the vertuc and good qualities of an honeſt and good man, as ro | 


| both Father and daughrer roo , unwiſh the bargaine they have 


be willing for theſe things ſake (other matters not rootoomuch | 
gain-ſaying) to make choiceof him for a ſon in Law. | 

The qualities of a man are principally ro bee regarded in the | 
choice of a ſonne in Law, and yer hee is nor truly diſcreete and | 
wiſe, that doth not looke unto this thirig in the choice of an 
husband for his daughter. A perſon paintull, diligent, thrifcy, | 
and of good carriage, and ſufficiencics is rather to bce raken, | 
than one deſtitute of theſe qualities, though hee bee tarre more 
high and rich. | 

It is the busbands fclfe that will make the Wives life either 
moſt miſerable or moſt happy : and Laban did well in making 
ſuch a choice, and never ſhall he repenr the match that findcth 
theſe things in him with whom hee matcherth , but without 
cheſe things in che perſon, the ſtate and quality of the man in 
other reſpes cannot hinder , but thar a lictle time will make 


made, 

Now let us ſce what was good in Zahar, in the very cloze of 
all with 7aceb, as you have it Chap. 31. 44. a finem. He layes by 
all anger and diſcontent, and. conſidering the nearenefſe that was 
betwixt them , hee made the motion of entring into covenant 
with 7acob, and fo they ſolſemaly ratifie the covenant, by ſetting 
up an heape of ſtones, and feaſting upon the heape, and cating 
and drinking lovingly and chearefully rogether, and by a ſo- 
lemne oath each to other, 

It is @ good thing to ſwallow downe all jarres and differences 
that fall out betwixt ones ſelfe and his friends and neighbours, 
and to part lovingly and curteouſly each from other in peace and 
concord , not in diſcontents and heart-burnings. Surely quar- 
rels would not bee hcld up long betwixt kinſmen and allyes 
ſpecially, but though they have met in a kinde of heate, and 
anger, and jealouſfic one of another , yer they ſhould cauſe all 
theſe things to depart from them, and bee friends before they 
depart one from another. WE. 

Peace is a comfortable thing, and it is a praiſe-worthy thing 
co ſpeake the firſt word of agreement. 

And ſo much for Labaxs carriage to 7arob, 


Now to his daughters and grandchildren hee ſhewes himſelfe 


alſo loving and kinde, both taking care for them , and even 
binding Jacob by covenant to uſe them well, ver.49. Chap.z1.and 


alſo 
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allo kiſſing them, and blcfhing them ar che cime of parting, A | 
| Father ſhould bee carcfull of his childrens welfare, even when | 
| bee hath placed them forth into other families, and thould | 
' thew all curteſie and love unto them when hee parts with them, 
| hee ſhould get good husbands for his daughters, fo laric as hee 
\can, and uſe all good meanes to make them live lovingly ro- 
gether, Laban did both theſe offices co his daughters, and every 
| Parent (ould arraine at Jeaft ſomuch goodneſle as a Laban, 

But ore thing more wee note 1n Laban, ang that is, hee iIn- | ro, He made a 
vired the neighbours , and made a feaſt at rhe marriage of his | feat at the | 
 davghrers, Chap. 29.ver. 22, A wedding feaſt is not indeed ab- | pier of 
ſoiwely neceſſary, but it is of commendable uſe , ſo that ex- ©242 % 
cef!': 2nd diſorders bee avoided , and unlefle juſt cauſe bee rothe 
. contraty, it hath a ſmacke of niggardlineſſe to negle& it. A 
; man ſhould doe well to ſhew love ro his neighbours, and to be 
willing to embrace fit opportunities of inviting and feaſting 
{ them; only till fo, that immoderateneſſe of all forts be ayoid- 
;cd, and that a man keepe himſelfte within the compaſle of his 
place and meanes , and atfe&t not vaine-glorious ſuperfluity in 
tealting, 

And ſo much for Labans goodneſſe to man-ward , now to 
God-ward ſomething is good in him, _ 

Firſt, that hee rooke notice of Gods bleſſing to bee the cauſe | 11. He rooke 
of his proſperity by 7acobs labours , as you reade Gep. Zo. 27. Rn biefiue 
T have learned by experience, that God hath blefſed mee for thy ſake, | 15thecaule cf 
; Surely it is a good thing to put ones ſelfe in minde that Gods | his proſperity. 
bleſſing makes rich , yea, and to obſerve how his bleſſing attends 
his faichfull people roo in the labours of their hands. Labaz 
 aſcribes his riches to the bleſſing of God following 7aceb, 
| Iris a good thing to have ones eyes fo farre opened towards 
' God , and to marke by experience his favourable proceeding 

towards his faithfull ſervants , as it ſeemes alſo 7ſephs maſter 
did, and it is ſure Pharaoh did when he was his ſervant, and 
: Nebuchadnezar towards Danic! and the three children , as alſo 
| Darizs in his time. | 
| Againe, when God met Laban by the way and commanded | r2.He forbore | 
| him to ſpeake to 74c0b neither good nor bad (that is , not to | Ft Cot tore | 
binder his journey either by faire meanes or foule ) hee both| * 
| ackrowledgeth it, ver. 29, and accordingly obeyes it , for hee 
 diſmifſeth him peaceably, and ſtops him not in his courſe home- 
wards , though as hee ſaith, it was in his power to have done 
. Otherwiſe. | 
| This is to bee praiſed in him, that what God forbad him, 
hee forbeares, though hee ſaw otherwiſe no danger in it. Cer- 
 tainly the duty of a man is to abſtaine from what God prohibi- 
teth , though hee have never ſo much both power , pony 
| an 


| 
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| and opportunity to doe it, Wee ought f to feare God, as nor | 
'to provoke him, ſo to love Gad as not to offend him , and fo 
'to acknowledge our abſolute dependance upon him , as not to 
\crofſe him, Hee knowes not neither how much hee owes to 
God, nor yet how obnoxious hee fiands unto him , that doth 
nor ſo farre ſubmit himſclte unto him. 

Vee noted the like yeclding to God in Abimelech before, 
what though he doth not now appeare tous in dreames and viſions, 
| | Yet have wee a more- ſnre word of Prophecy , 10 whom wee ſhould doe 
| | well to take heed : as S, Peter adviſeth us. 
| And this isall the good I have noted in 4abay. 

Let us make ſome uſe of this to our ſelves. : 

Firſt, what ſhall a man thinke of himſelfe if hee bee not 
found cquall to Zabar in goodnefſe > Nay , it the quite contra- 
ry vices bee apparent in him, to thoſe vertues which were in ſo 
; Meane a man, I meane in goodncfſe, And yet fo it 1s , thar 
, many who terme themſelves brethren and Chriſtians, are farre 
| ſhort of Laban in theſe ſhewes of vertnes, Laban was curteous , 
' they are churliſh. LZabay entertained Abrahams ſervant well, 
 niggardlinefſe will ſcarce ſuffer them ro entertaine any well. 
| Hee found Laban ready to gratifie him and diſmiſſe him, they 
, doe neither ; many care not for kindred or any the like bonds, 
' many Care not how they ſerve themſelves of others labours , 
ſpecially ſervants, and evcry way are farre worſe maſters than 
| Labay, No bounty , no juſtice , no ſhew of ſeeing God in 
| things. No ſhew of peaceableneſſe, no regard af Gods pro- 
| hibiting them any thing, but what they will doe, they will K 
doe, though the God of heaven himſelfe forbid them , and 
though they know as much. 

Hee is very unlikely ro bee of the ſeed of 7ace6, that hath 
not come ſo farre as Laban. "1 

Againe, there is little cauſe that a . man ſhould applaud 
himſelfe in ſo ſhort and defe&ive a goodneſſe as this of Za-! 
bays, yet this is all that ſome have to pleaſe themſelves and | 
'to glory in, They deale curteouſly with their kindred , they 
| bee willing to ſhew kindnefle to their neighbours. They love 
well rheir children , and can give good hoſpitality to ſuch 
friends as come about them. And they defire to live peace- 


| ably with their neighbours. , and are ready to compoſe quar. + 


'rels, and ſome things they are willing to leave or forbeare 
that God forbids. 

Alas, theſe be poore evidences for heaven, theſe are poore 
 proofes of their being good men, and in Gods favour, Aman 
| muſt not thinke that ſuch a meaſure of goodnefſe will prove 
—_ a good Chriſtian, that may ſhew well enough a tolera- ) 
”s Heathen. I pray you therefore that all theſe- things =_ 
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bee found in you in a better manner , and a larger meaſure, 
vpon betrer grounds , for better ends, more conſtantly , and 


; more ſincerely, Bee curteous , bountifull, and peaceable, and 
| ſo in the reſt with reference ro God, inobedience to his com- 
' mardement, in love ro him, and with a deſire to pleaſc hin, 
, and abſtaine from all rhat hee forbids , and ler your peaceas 
| bleneſſe and curteſie excend it ſelfe even roenemies. . 


Thar vertue is but a ſeeming vertue which doth not ſpring 


| from a roote of piety , and is not watercd with an heavenly 
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' dew, and made to grow upwith godly conſiderations taken from 


thedivine Majelly. | : 
Wee muſt walke with God, liveto him , ſeeke him, pleaſe 


: him, or elſe ſome bare naked good deeds will not ſuffice to 
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prove us his children and his heires. 

So much for the good of Laban; now his evill muſt be ob- 
ſ{crved roo. 

Firſt, to God-ward , though hee had 7acoh living in his 
houſe, and had obſerved by experience , that God did blefſe 


' him. for his ſake, yet hee would not leave his falſe gods, his 


Idols, his Teraphim , but keepe them ftill , and made ſuch 
| ſtore of them, that hee tooke it very ill that 7Tacob ſhould ſteale 
| them away, as hee conceived hee had done, though falſly, and 
| therefore alſo hee ſware by the gods of Nahor , and the gods 
; of their Fathers, 


Hee was brought up an Idolater, and continued an Idolater, 


| fiving and dying in the worſhip of falſe and imaginary gods ; 
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which they that doe, ſhall not inherite the kingdome of God, 
hee had Images of theſe falſe gods, Images of men it may 
ſeeme they were by their name. | 

O how naturall it is to man to erre in the conceir of a mul- 
tiplicity of gods, and in ſetting up piures , and repreſenta- 
tions of God ro himſelfe > Great darknefſe poſſeſſeth the 
mindes of men in the matter of Gods nature, hee will take 
upon truſt any fable in this kinde, and will ſcarce uſe his own 
reaſon to examine religion , but for the worſhipping God in 
an Image , though ir bee a point of the greateſt foppery in 


| the wotld,, hee will count it fingularwifdome, and count him- 
| felfe ſo much devouter, by how much hee is liker the blocke 
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' or piqure before which hee doth his falſe devotions. 


Let us bleſſe God that hath delivered us from conceit of 
fantaſticall gods, and from the love and liking of Images and 
pictures, which the Lord may ſeeme to have in deteſtation , 
becauſe in likelihood they were occaſions of indueing the daim- 
nable opinion of multitude of gods into the world. And ler 
us pray to God to bring the poore ignorant perſons . ( that run 
aftcr other gods, or elſe dote upon pictures) out of ſuch their 

| _miſcrable 
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His faults, 


I. He was an 
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dots condition; and © fer up the ceueh in fo greas pow: 
cr, that men may no longer caſt themſelves headlong by that i 
which themſelves account religion , and the right way to | 


pleaſe God, 
But Labaz dealt very ill with Zacod, 


2. He loved Firſt, the love hee bare him was a meere worldly felf-re- 
«arr BOY ſpecting love, hee founa hee gate well by him, therefore hee 


deſired his company. But for 1acobs piety and true religion, he re- | 
' garded him nora jot the better. | 

So moſt times , yea, evermore the love of worldlings doth 
orow from the roote of worldlineſle, 

If by ſome good Zacob they have attained , or hope to at- 
taine profit and advantage, they are loath to part with him; 

| bur unlefle ſuch things doe commend a man to them , hee 
may fit without doores long cnough, and his goodnefſlc with 
him, before they will rakehim into houſe, 

Such a carnall love to good men is none other thing than 
may bee ſcene in as bad a man as hee of whom wee entreate. 
You muſt therefore learne to love a Jacob as a 7acob, and inthe | 
name of a Jacob , that love will demonſtrate ſome picty to | 
your ſelves. And when wee perceive rhe kindneſſe of any man 
to have its Originall in ſuch baſe ends, wee mult efteeme it a 
point of diſcretion nor to truſt at all in their loves , they will 
ſoone turne enemies for gaine, whom gaine maketh friends, | 


ner, 


— 


3. H-couſen- | Further, Laban did palpably deceive and couſin Iacob in a 
| ed 1acob. matter wherein deceit ſhould leaſt of all bee uſed, even in | 
point of Matrimony, 4 


Tacob intended to live contentedly with his owne wife, as his 
Father Tſaac bad done before bim , and therefore ſetting his 
affetions on the younger daughter Rachel, agrees to ſerve La- 
ban for her ſeven yeares, inſtead of dowrie which hee had nor 
to give. Lehar agrees to it, as I ſhewed you before , and al- 
ſembling his neighbours, celebrates the marriage with a feaſt, | 


i It mn} not bee doubted , but that they were all made to | 
underſtand which of the maides was the Bride, as well as | 


. which young man was the Bridegroome. But at night it may 
: ſeeme the Bride was brought into the Bridegroomes Cham- 
| | ber vailed for modeſty ſake. | 
Laban perſwades his eldeſt daughter LZeas to poſleſle the 

place of her younger ſiſter, whether with or without her con- | 
ſent it is not expreſſed ;, but moſt likely without , and ſo is 
Iaceb in the morning greatly diſcontented , to ſee a ſtranger 
bedded with him in ſtead of his owne Spouſe. Wherefore com- 
plaining of the wrong to his Father in Law , hee is anſwered 
with a ſhift, that the cuſtonie of that place is not ro beſtow | 


the' younger before the elder ; but if hee would ſerve ſeven 
| yeares 


- 


af —— 
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| yeares more for Rachel, hee ſhould have her roo : for Poly- 
| | gamy was not then reputed a finne. ' 7acob+ mult *needes bee 
' content with that which hee could not helpe', and is com- 
| pelled ro make his apprenciſhip longer by halfe than hee' in. + 
| rended here was flat couſenage. To winde' in 'Tacvh for ſeven 
yeares more than hee meanrt at firſt , and ro beſtow both his 
daughters upon ſo thriving a man, and fo advantage him- 
ſelfe more wayecs than one ar once , this fellow feares not 
to breake Covenant, and to beguile and defraud a man in his 
wife, And when hee was told of it hee pretends a contrary 
cuſtome ; If there were no ſuch cuſtome, hee playes the ly. | 
ing fellow, in ſaying wittivgly that which was not for the | 
| excuſing of his fault : If there were ſuch a cuſtome , hee 
{ playes the couſening companion in concealing it before, and | 
| not acquainting 7acob with it when hee made the motion, He 
ſhould have ſaid, I would willingly give her | thee , bur 
| that the cuſtome of the countrey hinders : but if thou wilt 
have them both, firſt the elder, then the younger, I am con- 
' tent. This had beene plaine dealing; but to leade 7acob on with 
| words, and then ar laſt pull him on. in this taſhion to ſeven 
| yeares bondage more, was flat diſhoneſty. ' : | 
And ſuch is the diſpoſition ofa worldling for advantage ſake, 
| that hee cares nor with trickes to out-reach and beguile any 
| with whom hee deales ; but wee have a berter direQion from 
Gods Word, ſaying, Let one of you defraud or over-reach ans- | 


D— 


—— 


| ' ther in awy matier , tor God is an avenger of all that doe ſuch 
| things. | Mn | 
4 | _ Hee uſed the like guilefull dealing after, in changing his | 


wages ſo many- times, and all proceeded from the ſame evill 
humour of covetouſneſſe, 050 | 

But now ſee another ſinne , whereof Tacobh makes mention 
to his Wives in way of perſwading thetn to depart with him , 

Tacob beheld Labans countenance, that it was net to him as before : © | 
| Loe, hee lookes doggedly uponhim, and hath a kinde of en. | , yc looked 
vious grudge againſt him : not for any fault of his, but alone | doege-dly up- 
becauſe hee hindered his wealth, in that God gave his riches | 2072. 
to Zacob , by caufing moſt of the Ewes and fhee' Goates to |\dred his 
bring forth ſtill young of ſuch colour as was agreed upon for | *a!%.chcrgh 

Tacobs wages. ver. $, If hee ſaid the ſpeckled ſhall bee thy wazes , | wong, ; 
| all the cattell bare ſpeckled, and now this cauſed the falling our, 

See here the guiſe of a carnall and earthly minded man, | | 
hee will become an enemy and beare a gradge 'ro'any that 
hinders him in his gaine, though it bee withour any wrong or 
injuſtice, 

It was not any injury, though it wete a damage to Laban, 
f | that ftill che greater number , and better cattell were __ 

... dur 
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but becauſe hee ſees it ſo, therefore hee beares an ill affc- 
Aion to Taceb ; as Sarl hated David becauſe hee {aw that 
God had intended to turne the kingdome unto him. 
Nature will ſhew that this is a fanlt : for why ſhould I 
hate a man becauſe God proſpers him > but deſire ,of gain 
will ſo blinde the eyes, that hee which is led with it, will 
not avoide this fault, nor will take notice likely that it is 
a fault : you muſt obſerve irc in Zaban, and informe your 
ſelves how unreaſonable a thing it is, and the ſonnes of La- 
ban too did joyne with him in the ſame fault , for they al- 
ſo muttered againſt him in this reſpe&. 
$. He purſued And now I Finde to his next fault, hee purſued ace 


————— 


"td jeg with an boſtile inde , intending either to bring him backe 
Oe un againe, and then, hee muſt have ſerved him on poore and 
bard termes, or el{e to have ſent him empry enough away , 
and accordingly 'provided himſelfe of company, in fo much 
that himſelfe ſaith, /* was in his power to have done lacob 
wy 3 but that Gad forbade him, and 7aceb upbraides him 
with it, | | 
Indeed God needed not to have appeared to him for the 
forbidding of ſuch a thing, if hee had not ſcene what would 
elſe have beene the iſſue. | 
A very great finne this was in his purpoſe , though God 
hindered the execution : wee muſt marke his ſinne , hee fol- 
lowed 7acob in anger, meaning to. have ftiript him of all. A 
wicked thing ir is , upon occaſion of ſomething that look. 
eth like a fault, to attempt ſuch a buſineſſe; for the worſt 
that hee could alleadge , was 7acobs ſtealing away without T 
giving. him warning or leave, and this in Jacob was no fault 
at all, becauſe God commanded him fo to doe, neither had 
it beene a fault, though God had nor bidden it for it ſeemes 
their agreement was but from yeare to yeare , or for a leſſe 
ſpace of time, in that Zabay changed the wages ſo oft , and 
therefore the time prefixed being fulfilled, 7acob was at his i- 
berty, and might goe without asking his leave, or making 
him privy to his purpoſe, But Laban is glad to have an ad- 
| vantage of ſuch a pretence, and refolves, Is hee gone without 
my liking and knowledge > Well, I will teach him better 
manners towards his Maſter and Father in Law-; I will fetch 
| him backe with a witneſle : and ſo ſtrengthening himſelfe with 
company, hee makes after him with a revengefull meaning , 
and overtaking him begins to quarrell , chargeth him to have 
done fooliſhly in conveighing himſelfe away , with his two 
| daughters, and their children ſo privately. This is a wicked- 
nefſe, to intend to hurt a man, to ſpoile him of his eſtate, 
and to ſend him empty away , taking the advantage of ſome- 
2 Y thing 
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thing by him done , which may ſceme to have .beene done 
| ſomewhat indiſcreetly and faultily , 'onely or chietiy our of envy 
'-and covetouſneſſe to get ones goods, and to bee revented 
of him, No man 1s ſo blinde but hee would blame this in a- 
nother; and thereiore muſt needs {inne againſt his knowledge, if 
he doe ithimſelte. 

| The laſt fault of Zaban is, that hee falſly chargeth 1acob | 5 Hefaifely 

' with ftealing' his Idols, and meerely upon ſurmites ; they | 256 3n 
| were gone at that time when 7acob went , and therefore his | ling his 1dols. | 
| concluſion was , {acob muſt needes have them , yea, hee was 
| fo peremptory, that 7acobs deniall would nor fatisfie, though 
| hee denied fo ſtrongly, as to offer the offender to death if hee 
_ could finde them : but hee rifles and ſearcheth all his goods 
for them, imagining perhaps that ſome body elfe mighr have 
ſtollen them without 7acobs privity , which was true. indeed. 
But here by the way , I muſt raxe 7acob for a little too much 
confidence in his offer , had Laban fonnd rhe Idols, hee would | 
not have conſented to the death of Rachel! , nor to the raking 
of her from-him, 

It is good to bee moderate in our ſpeeches , and not over- 
- confident; but Zabax 1s the fubjet of our ſpecch now : hee 
_ did falſly charge Zacob'with thetr, upon a ſurmiſe of his owne, 
| This is a finne which no man can brooke from another, 
| without blaming him for it, therefore hee hath light enough 
| if hee could uſe the light to diſcover it in himſeſfe. Too ea- | 
fily to belecve, and too earneſtly ro affirme againſt another, | | 
that hee hath committed ſuch a finne, becauſe wee have ſome 
probabilities to alleadge againſt him , is a finne againſt our 
brother, and an injurious defiling of his name , againſt whom 
wee ought not to raiſeup anill report : Neither without juſt or 
ſure proofe, nor yet in publike manner, as Laban did', if wee 
might reforme it privately. - | ; 

So Laban failed both inthe matrer and:manner of his accuſa- 
tion; the matter, itwas falſe ; the manner, it was over-pub!ike, 
when it ſhould and might have beene private , though it had 
| beene true. © * 7 83 F555 14 6B BUY 

Now I pray you let us ſearch our ſelves;, to ſee if wee bee 
not guilty of the ſame faults with Zaban ,: and learne with 
griefe and ſhame to' confeſle, that our ſelves who [have farre 
more and better meanes, have:yet beene as palpably-faulty as 
this Idolater, as unjuſt, as worldly, as envious, as:apt ro fol- 
low ſurmiſes, and'{o-in the reſt'; and Tet-us. greatly abhorre 
our ſe!ves, that better helpes have prevailed no more- wirh us ; : 
and now let us reſolve to put away theſe faglts : and ſeeing} we 
| have given our names to Chrift, and enjoy the Word, Name, [ 
| and Sacraments of Chriſt , let:;us abhorre to runne into thoſe | 
Ll ; evils 
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3, His bcnefits 
1.He had a 
good ſon in 


law, 


| 


Crt N. 
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4, His creſles, 
1. Hisdaughe 
ters and grand 
children went 
far frem him, 


2, He was 
troublcd at 
Iacobs pioſpe+ 
rity. 


His death, 


_——— ——— 


O v 
2, He was rich 


ten times more loathſome in a Chriſtian. 
So much of his deedes , good and bad ; Now the things that 
befell him are ſome good , and ſome bad , at leaſt as hee ac- 
counted it. : 
Good, hee had a good ſonne in law for his daughters, through 
Gods diſpoſing more then his owne ſecking, who married them 
on termes cafie enough for him. Indeed hee liked him for his 


| good husbandry , atbing within his element, buthee was a god- 
| Iy husband too\, which wee ſhould learne to prize as a great mer- 


cy, and ſhould bee able to diſcerne it : an bappineſle ir is to 
have daughters beſtowed on thriving and godly yoakefellowes, 
Pray for it, uſe meanes for it, be thankfull for it. 

Alſo hee had a ſtate rich enough , hee was a wealthy man 
in the place where hee lived : Surely God that-caſts theſe 
things on ſuch perſons accounts them not excellent, and if he 
deny them to his ſervants, doth it not out of unwillingnefſe or 
want of meanes:, but alone becauſe hee knowes it better for 
their ſoules to bee deſtitute of them than to abound, where- 


| fore they muſt learne contentment in their abſence. And 
' thoſe that have them muſt take heed they over-prize them nor, | 


and ſuffer not themſelves by having them to be made as L4b4ar was, 
worldly minded. | 

Now for croſſes : Wee reade little of LZabavs affliction; it 
may bee it was a griefe to him that his daughters and grand. 
children went ſo farte from him, but ſuch a crofſe even a na- 
rurall wiſe man may make cafic to himſelfe , by conſiderati- 
ons of reaſon, that the good of their children ſo requires , 
and that their comfort in their children ſtands not fo 
much in ſeeing them , as in their well-doing : Onely Za- 


ban did make Iacobs proſperity a crofſe to himſelfe, in ſuf. 


ferins his minde to bee alienated from 7acob, becauſe 74- 


cob ,did thrive a great deale faſter than himſelfe, and to his | 


hinderance, which cannot bee done without a great deale of 
vexation, 

It is an 111 diſeaſe to bee ſicke of another mans proſperity , 
take beed you ſuffer not covetouſneſle , or other diftempers to 
bring ſuch ſicknefſe upon you. | 

With farre leſſe vexation may a man; loſe halfe hee hath, 
than beare the torment which ſuch eſtrangement of heart will 
bring with it. | 

And now for Labans death , we heare nothing of it , onely hee 


| lived and dyed fo farre as wee ſee, likeacarnall man, and he had 


no grace in him, butafter a little time here ſpent in earth proſpe- 
rouſly enough; at laſt, ſo far as we cag ſee, he periſhed eternally, 
for no footſteps of faith and true piety appeare in him. M 


The Exampleof QCunavy. bs 


evils which being blame-worthy enough in an Heathen , are 


4s 
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Gum. * Laban. CHangi. 


O my brethren, rake heed that you doe nor carry your ſelves fo 
fooliſhly, as tolive ina meere worldly faſhion, ſcraping rogethe: 
a great heap of muck and dung, on which the much deceived world 
doth falſely beſtow the name of goods, and rhen (with the rich glut. 

ton, and him that ſaid , Sole, eate, and drinke, and be merry, for 

theu haſt much riches laid ap in ſtore for many yeares ) have 
your ſoule taken away, and carried intothe place 
and ſtate of eternall death ; for our Sa- 
viour hath ſaid, that Ss & every 
one which « rich inthe 
world, and is wet 
m Gop. 
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TWO AND TWENTIETH 


EXAMPLE. 
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' Or ]acoss Children. 


& Fter Tacobs Wives and Father in Law, wee will 
}_7 proceed to his children, which were twelve ſons 
and one daughter, Concerning his ſons, they 
were fixe of Leah, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Indah, 
Iſſachar, Zebalun : two of Bilhah, Dan and Neph- 
thali : twoof Zilpah, Gadand Alher : two of Ra. 

Y SRI co, chel, loſeph borne in Padan Aram, and Benjamin 
| borne in the Land of Canaan. The daughter 
' was Dinab of Leah; of the birth and names of each of theſe the Scrip- 
ture takesſpeciall notice. 

Rexben (ignifies, Behold a ſon, for his mother tooke it as a great 
| favour of God, whereby he would mitigate her ſorrow, yea and help 
| tO remove it too, by winning her husbands love: to her, the want 
| whereof was her greateſt trouble, as you ſhall finde. 

Simeon ſignifies, the hearing of God, becauſe ſhe ſaid, God heard 
that ſhe was hated, and hath given me this ſon t00, It was agood thing in 
Leah to giveher ſons ſuch names, as might minde her of Gods good. 
| nefſe in conſidering ber afliction ; and when hee ſaith that God 
| ſaw firſt, and then heard heraffliion, the Jaſt ſpeech is a proofe 
' that ſhe made her moane and complaint to God, and ſo this mercy 


'cameto her asa fruit of herprayers. 
| | Ll 3 The 
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Iacobi Chile 
dren, 


Reuben, what 
it ſionifies, 
Gen.29,3, 


S;mton, what 
it ſignifies, 


& 
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| PR what it 
ſignifies, 


Isdab, what 
it Ggnifics, 


Gen.30.18, 
Iffachar, whit 
it Ggnifics, 


Zrbulungwhat 
itfignifies, 


Davy, whatit 


Ggniſies, 


| word,to comfort her, called him Levi, and the originall ſeemes to 


\ till Zacob had foure children by the two handmaids, then ſhe bad two. 


Ge v. The Example a_* HA Þ, . 


The next fon is called Levi,tor ſaid ſhe, Now my habanawill be un;. 
[ted to me,orcleave to me, for the word Levi ſignifieth as muchas clea-. 
ving, Shewasearneſtly deſirous of her kusbands love, and would as 
it were, minde him of her hopes and deſires, that he would recom- 
pence her paines of bringing him three ſons, with the increaſe of his 
affeQion. A wife is not good if ſhe be not very covetous of her huſ. 
bands love, ſome probably ſay,that he,meaning 7acob,hearing Leahbs 


leade us to that opinion, for the former word tranſlatcd, called is of 
the feminine gender, and is plainly referred to the woman ſpoken of 
before; bur the latter is of the maſculine,and ſo may very likely note 
the husband, of whom ſhe had immediatly ſpoken. And if fo, it was 
well done of Uacob, at laſt ro ſpeak ſome word of comfort to his droa- 
ping wiſe, and co lether ſec, that the riches of three ſons had made 


him forget that great wrong ſhe did him;ofobtruding her ſelfe upon | 


| him againft his will, and without his knowledge, which ſhee ought 
' not to have done, though ather Fathers command, 

The fourth ſon is 7e4uaah, in ſhort Zzdah, as much as praiſe of the 
' Lord, or the Lord be,or is praiſed, to exprefle her thankfulneſle, for 
ſhe ſaid, Now 1willpraiſe the Lord,which hath cauſed mine hubands affe- 
| Fions ſomewhat more to incline unto me,by making me amother of fonre ſons, 
| For ſoit may ſeeme they did, and thatalſo may be juſtly accounted 
one cauſe of her ſiſters envy, becauſe ſhee ſaw 7acoh begin to love her 
more hcartily than before, Theſe foure were borne one after another, 
yeare by yeare, without long intermiſſion ; then ſhe ceaſed bearing, 


more ſons, | 
Iſſachar the fifth ſonne, fignifying there is a reward for giving her 
matide toher husband, bur in this ſhe was much miſtaken, God 1s 
not wont togive rewards for our bad deeds, and though it was of ig- 
norance,yet it was a fin in her togive her maid to her husband;there- 
forc we muſt rake heed of imitating her in conceiring that God is 
well pleaſed with our faults. Such is the blipdnefle of our mindes, 
that weare apt to run into ſuch errours. 
The laſt ſon was Zebulun, ſignifying dwelling, becauſe God had 


given her ſo goodly a dowry as fix ſons, ſhe now begins to hope nor 
alone that her husband will love her more, but ſo much now, as to af- 
foord her more of his company, and dwell with her, which it ſeemes 
before he accuftomed not to doe, but with Rachel. For love is never 
ſatisfied unlefle ir enjoy the preſence and company of the perſon lo- 
ved ; theſe are Leahs fins; cnvy at her maide, Rachel fo far plaid the 
fooliſh woman, that ſhe gave her handmaiden Bj1hah to be her hul- 
bands Concubine, and ſhe had two ſons, which Rachel would needes 
takeas her owne rather than thoſe that her owne ſiſter brought forth, 
and the firſt ſhe called Dan, which ſignifies, He bath judged, for ſaith 


ſhe, God hath judged me, and hath heard my cauſe, and hath givenme 4 = 
| e 
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She bewrayes a diftempered paſſion, and would needes intereſt God 
inro her folly, as if now God in great tavour, ſeeing how (hee was 


but her ſelfe, by entertaining the bone-rotting vice of envy into her 
boſome, and yet ſhewill needes take this as a righring of her wrong 
from above, for ſo the word judging ſignifies; ſo fooliſh we be that 
we will count our ſelves either to be wronged by men, when we have 
received none at all, or righted of God, when his Majeſty meaneth 
n9 ſuch matter. | 

O ignorant and ſelf-deceiving, and ſelf-conceited creatures that 
we be, let us beg morewiſdome and unpartialnefſe to our ſelves at 
Gods hand, | 

The ſecond ſon of Bil1hah is Nephthali, which fignifies wraſtling , 
becauſe ſaith ſhe, 7 have wraſtled with great wraſtlings with my ſiſter, 
and have prevailed, Certainly ſhe playes the unwiſe woman here roo, 
and makes too hold with Gods name, in ſaying, With wraſtlings of 
God, and doth her ſiſter great injury. Poore Leah uſed no meanes to 
keepe her from fruirfulnefle, ſhe neither did keepe her husband from 
her, nor any other thing by which to hinder her from being a mo- 
ther, therefore her wraſilings. were only conceited wraſtlings, 
and ſhee proved that envy will cauſe one to thinke hee is oppo- 
ſed, when indeed he isnot; let us take heed of dreaming that we 
bee wraſtled withall, and prevaile, when in very deed, it is neither ſo 
nor ſo, | 
The two ſons of Z:lpah are next borne , the firſt Gad, which figni- 
fies a troupe, whereby Leah ſhewes that her deſires or hopes were 
| yet raiſed to looke for a many more children , as indeed ſhee 
had three after, this by 7acob of her owne body, and one more 
whom her imitation of her ſiſters weakneſle made her to account her 
owne too, 
The next ſon is called Aſher, for now ſaith ſhe, The daughters will 
count me happy, and the name ſignifies happineſle ; ſure, for oughr 
thar I can judge, no body ever applanded Leahs happineſle in this 
matter, yea, ſhe would rather have been judged happy, if ſhe could 
have counted it happineſſe enough, to have borne ſons her ſelfe, and 
not followed her ſiſters folly, in giving her maideto 7acob +: Where- 
in yet ſhe is lefſe excuſable than her ſiſter, who might ſeeme to have 
more reaſon for her fa&, becauſe ſhee her ſelfe was childlefſe. But 
you may ſee what fond things wee bee many times, to count that a 
great matter of happineſſe, and rake great content in it, which of it 
ſelfe verily is nothing for our good. | 

But the children of Rachel come at laſt , 7oſeph , which ſig- 
nifies', hee will adde, or give mee another ſon ; here Rachel be- 
gins to ſhew ſome goodneſſe, ſome faith ; the receiving of one 
jdenefit, upon her, prayers, makes her hope that .God will give her 


another.. | 
Then 


wronged, had come toright her : Fond Rachel, no body wronped her 
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Then followes Benjamiz, called by her Bexoni , The ſon of my 
ſorrow , and Jaceb not willing ro have a forne of fo ill and omi- | 
nous a name, yet comes to the name as neare as he can, ſaying, 
hee ſhall bee called Benjamin , as much as if hee had ſaid, One 
whom Iwill love as my right band, and never ſuffer to depart from 
me, for his mothers ſake that bare him. | 

And theſe bee all 7acobs ſonnes, His daughter was Dinah, Leahs 
ſeventh childe : the word ſignifies judgement, and why thee was ſo 
named, becauſe the Scripture afftirmes not, I will not trouble you 


i 


with my conjectures. 

In ſpeaking of rhem wewill begin with the maiden, of whom wee 
have nothing atall noted that good ts. 

Some thinke ſhe was obs wife, whoſe life they caſt ifito the time | 
of Zacob; T havenothing toalleadge either for, or againſt this opini- 
on. It isa conjefture;take it as you ſee good : but it is probable, that 
Tob might live about this time, but of that no more till we come to : 
ſpeake of 70b. | 

Now we goe on with Dizah, of whom we reade, as I ſaid, nothing | 
but evill, Gen. 34. 1. Shee would needes walke into the City of 
Shechem, when 7acob lived thereabouts; forfooth, To ſee the daugh-' 
ters of the Countrey, whether they were faire maidens, what garments « 
they wore, of what carriage, what garbes and faſhion they had. A 
folly towhich many of you maides be tog ſubje&, you let your eyes F 
looke over wiftly upon the daughters : If you did alone take up i 
your ſelves in contemplating the faſhions at the Market, or as 
you walke in the ſtreets, or the like , yer it were a ſpending of 


J 


time worſe than you need to ſpend it, ſure it is not good togoe 
abroad id[ely, when there is nothing ro doe but gaze here and 
there, when the minde hath no imployment or buſinefle to ſet ir 
ſelfe abour. : 

A gazing eye ſhewes an empty heart , and.temprs the devill to 

come thither, one tempting ro fill the heart with'evill fancies, that is 
empty of God. 
' I pray you Virgins take warning by Dziz4h, be not you gadding 
abroad hither and thither, ro ſee and bee ſeene alone; Dinahs ſuc. 
ceſlſe may give you cauſe of fearing your ſelves in ſuch occaſions. 
Bur cſpecially let me exhort you torteach your eyes more piety,than | 
to beſtow themſelves 1n looking abroad to ſee faſhions then, when 
you come tothe houſe of God, there to doe ſervice unto God. Then} 
I ſay, doe nor ſhew your ſelves ſodiſregardfull of God, fo very hy-} 
pocrites, ſuch perſons as let their hearts wander (for that wanders if 
the eye wander ) when the body approacheth him : When you 
ſhould be marking what is read, or what is prayed, or what is ſung, 
or what is preach:d, A wandring eye at Church is a very bad thing, 
and is the devils inſtrument to fteale away all you heare, and to make 
you unprofitable hearers. 
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| I feare that this is the trueſt cauſe why many of you -learne 
| juſt nothing , and cannot anſwer what you heare , your eye 
| carried away your mindes, that they could not atrend by the 
care, tO what was ſpoken, 

Maidens let me propound D#»ahs example to you, and warne you 
; to take heed of being deſirous to goe abroad to ſee faſhions. 
| Buta ſecond thing is, a young man ſaw her, and rooke her,and lay 
| with her, and humbled her; you {ce what hurt followed here ; Shee 
went to ſee the daughters, bur one of the ſons ſaw her,and worie than 
that, luſted after her, and tooke her, and abuſed her body, whether 
| by ſolicitation and enticement, or by force and ſtrength, or whether 
| by a mixture of both, partly ſtriviog, and partly foliciting, I cannor 
| ſay, the words are ſuch as may carry the ſence of foliciring , as-wel! 
as of raviſhing : but we are willing to take things ar' the beſt for 
| poore Djz4h, and becauſe the Scripture uſeth theſe phraſes to de- 
ſcribea Rape, Dewt.22.28,29. Calling ir a humbling her, as here , 
we will in charity thinke, tbat the ſame miſery befell her inthe Ci- 


roome in an houſe as might cauſe that her crying voice might not 
| be heard, or ſhe might be loath to cry, knowing what hee was, and ! 
, That ſhe wasa ſtranger. But if ir were ſo, I am fearctull that her more | 
| light carriage than was fit, gave occaſion co the young man of ſuch 
| fancies, and imboldened him to offer ſucha kinde of violence as 
he thought would not be reſiſted. : 

Let maides take heed leaſt their wanton eye and over-light coun- 
renance and promiſing lookes doe not enflame the beholder, and of- 
fer ſuch violence totheir corruption, as. it were to make them offer 
violence tothem ; and take heed much more, that they be not allu- 
red to ſuch anevill, as nothing but the violence of the doer can free 
them from the imputation of a grievous fin, if they ſuffer, Let their 
care be to keepe themſelves out of places inconvenient ; what did 
Dinah with this young man in ſo ſecret a place, as might encourage 
him to offer force > Sure he would not have forced her in rhe midſt 
of the ſireetes, he was not ſodebauſhr and brutiſh, as rocompel! her 
in an houſe before many. Nay, ſcarceany man ſo lewd, that bee will 
attempt ſuch athing , butwhen noperſon is preſent, If ſhe were ra 
viſhed, yet ſhe was ſomewhat guilty of her owne rape, becauſe ſhee 
would be enticed to goe into an houſe with a ſtranger. Had ſhee 
| beene of his long acquaintance, had hee beene a ſuitor to her before 
with the good conſent and allowanceot both Parents, had ſhe beene 
allowed to ſer her minde upon him, fo as to intend to become his 
wiſe, then it had not beene ſo blame-worthy, ro have ſofarre truſted 
ker ſelfe with him. But when her buſineſſe was nothing bur to ſee 
and be ſcene, to ſuffer her ſelfe ro be led by a ſtranger into ſuch a 
placeas might give him opportunity todo her violence, was a figne 
that her carriage was ſcarce modeſt, not at all diſcreet. , 


ty : for it was the Kings ſonne,who might eaſily bring her to ſuch a |. 
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For to excuſe her by her age, ſeemeth no juſt excuſe, ſceing ir 
appeareth by the young mans ſuit for her afterwards, that (hee was 
now marriageable. Now therefore let her example make you mai- 
dens civill, and ſober, and modeſt in your carriage, and ſo prudenr, 
diſcreet, and baſhfull , as not to venture your ſclves into the com. 
pany of young men at ſuch places and times, as may produce as bad 
| inconveniences to you,as this that befel] Dinah, 
| And ſo much for this daughter, tor afterthis we heare no more of 
| her, bur that her brethren tooke her out of Hamers houſe after they 
| had committed the execrable murder, whereof we fhall have cauſe J 
to ſpeake after. 

Theſonnes. Now come we tothe ſonnes, and firſt, I will handle the things 
Their com- | thataere common tothemall, viz. their finnes, their good deeds, 
[mon favlts. | their miſeries, their benefits, | | 

I. All ofthem Firſt, it is common to them all ſave 7oſeph and Benjarn, that they 
cons goa | were men of no goodneſſe nor conſcience ; They had a good Father 
aud Br:jamin, | and Grandfather, and they profeſſed a good religion, bur their con. 
Gen-37-22 |yerſation was naught and ſcandalous, fo that Zeſeph being young 
| conld not in his conſcience choofe but acquaint his Father with 
theircvilldecds. | 5 El 

O this is a grievous thing, that children which have godly ' 
education by godly Parents, and have knowledge of the true God , SS 
and are members of the true Church, ſhould be yet of manifeſt 
ill behaviour , ſhould runne into. palpable and grofle naughri. 
neſſe openly, tothe torment of their Parents hearts, and diſgrace of 
true religion, | #40368; _— 

Be nor ſome of you yourhes (whoſe Parcnts,though they muſt nor 
be compared to 7acob, yetare ſuch as have feared God, and affoorded 
you the beſt helpes they could rovertue and piety ) as lewd and fin- | 
full in your carriage as Iacobs ſonnes, Yes, yes, ſome of you are as 
guilty of evill demeanour as theſe youthes, though you have the 
ſame furtherances to goodnefle. Now for the living Gods ſake, 
whoſe name you take upon you, for your owne foules ſake, which 
elſe will one day rue this naughtineſſe and rudeneſſe, and for your 
Parents and friends ſake, that are aſhamed. and vexed with your ill 
report, be intreated at length to conſider how great a wickednefle it 
is to live naughtily , when God hath vouchſafed you ſo many 
meanesto make you good , and turne you from your evill wayes, 
and frame you to ſuch a converſation as will beſceme and comforr'} 
your ſelves and your Parents. IT 

O let not a Zacobs ſonne be a drunkard, agameſter, a wanton, a 
night-walker,, and ill company keeper, a quarreller ; let not ſuch 
| | nettles grow upona garden, learne to ſhunne what was loathſome in 
z.Therall | the ſons of Jacob. z 

El But ſecondly, they-were all guilty of beguiling Hamer and the | 


mor the Siche» 
mite. Sichemites with purpoſed fraud andguile, yea,and with pretending | 
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conicience and reſpe& of religion : You know the ſtory it felte; 


| Shechern after he had defloured 7acobs daughter, continued yerto bee 


krongly enamoured of her, and {ued for her roher Father and Bre. 
thren, offering any dowry. They would ſceme to be hindered from 
granting the ſuitby religion ; They were circumciſed, of the rrue 
religion, a religion ſleighted and neglected in Canaan, and it was 
not a ſafe tbing in conſcienee, and would be a reproach to them to 
make marriages with perſons uncircumciſed, bur if they would em- 
brace their religion, and reſtific it by being circumciſed, then rhey 
would willingly condeſcend; Now all this talke of circumciſion 
rended but to bring the Sichemircs to ſuch a caſe, that they might 
the better accompliſh revenge. 

O miſerable fault, to cover batred with deceitfull words, 4 Pot- 
ſheard covered with ſilver droſſe, To ſpeake one thing and meane the 
contrary, to pretend a good purpoſe to cover a bad,and the morecafi- 
ly to effec it by covering. E 

Hcrewas a mixture of impiety, in making religion a cloake to 
revenge, and of fraud in harbouring and intending,and yetdiſguizing 
revenge. 

Sodealt 46ſalom with his Father David, and the ſhame of ſuch 
ſhall breake forth in the Congregation, hee is a foole, though hee 
thinkes himſelfewiſe. | 

Now I befeech you take heed of deceit and guile, the deceitfull 
ſhall not live out halfe his dayes. To hate, and yet diſſcmble with 
his lips, laying up deceitwithin him, is a loathſome thing. It is a 
partof the deſcriptionef an unfanQtified man, 77th their tongues they 


| | have wſed deceit ; Nature teacheth men to blame this fin in others, 


therefore nature gives light enough to diſcover it in ones ſelfe. 
Shame it therefore, and hate it ; Ir is bad to have uſed this fraud for 
covetouſneſle or ambition ſake, to get wealth or honour, by over- 
reaching others , but it is worſt of all when it is joyned with re- 


when religion is made the cloake of cruelty and villany, this is to 
abuſe the nobleſt thing in the world, by making it a drudge to the 
baſeſt. | 

Now if any of your conſciences be guilty of abuſing pretences of 
religion for the compaſſing of revenge, of goods, of luſt, of any other 
villanous end, he hath ſinned the fin of Jacobs ſons. Let him be indu- 
ccd to repent, and let us all be induced to abhor ſo great a wicked- 
nefle; he that doth compaſſeany unlawfull end by deceir,makes the 
ſin twiceas grievous as elſe it would be : He ſhews that he commits 


appetite, and ſerves ſin willingly, moſt willtngly and deliberately. 
Let us love true, plaine, and juſt dealing, and abhorre couſenage 


and falſhood, 


venge and with bÞloodinefſe, that a man make himſelfe a bloody and | 
deceitfull man. It is naught whenonly good will is pretended, bur 


it with almoſt a fall conſent of will, he makes his reaſon a flave to his | 
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Another tault of 74cobs fonnes was this , they all fo farre in- | 
gaged themſelyes into the murder of the Sichemires , that they | 
conſented to it, for they all joyned ro ſpoile the goods of 
the Sichemites, they all played the robbers in revenge, it was 
not ſo much' covetouſneſle as revenge that made them ſpoile the 
City. | 

O how vile a finne is this revenge ! onehaddone them wrong , 
they revenge itupon a whole Ciry : one had injuried them in one 
ſiſter, they wrong a number in many ſiſters and goods beſides : here 
is injuſtice and malice both ina very high degree. They are ſaid to 
Have beene grieved but with a carnall gricte, and to have beehe 
wroth,but with a carnall wrath , for the folly commitred by Sherhem, 
and that it was a carnall wrath is manifeſt ; for loe, it makes them 
leeke to revenge themſelves by a moſt exceflive and a moſt unjuſt 
courſe, | 

I call upon you to crucific this humour of revenge, it is evident- 
ly blamed : Awvence not yorr ſelves, but give place nnto wrath ; Recom- 
pence not evill fer evill : Benot overcome of evill, Returne not evill to 
him that hath done thee evill, ifany thing may diſgrace private re- 
venge, this example may; for youſee, when men thinke good to 
take upon them to revenge their owne quarrels , they know not how 
to obſerve aty equality or moderation, 

And now I require you all , as you will prove your ſelves true 
Chriſtians, and ever have the comfort of being Chriſts ſheepe , 
follow him in notrevenging wrongs, for hee gave you an example : 
S. Peter ſaith of this vertue , when hee did not render reviling for 
reviling, northreatening words neither, for evil] deedes. If you 
barbour revenge, you forgive not, and it you will not forgive , you 
(hall not be forgiven. | 

Morall Philoſophy teacherh us not to wrong or hurt another un- 
provoked, but it tolerates it when wee are provoked by wrongs; but 
the perfe ion of Chriſtian religion is this , that ir reacheth, and 
whereit is intruth; enableth not alone, not to recompence wrong 
toawrong doer, butalſo rodoe good againſtevill. 

Shunne youthis wickedneſſe, and follow nor the wickedneſle of 
Lcobs ſTonnes , but take heed of wronging any intheir goods, for 
revenge ſake. | 

Anothcr faule of theſe young men, they hated their brother 7o- 
ſephout of envie, and could nor {peake peaceably to him, and when 
God by dreames foretold his prefermentabove them , they envyed 
him ard hared.-him yet worſe; yea, all but Reaber reſolved to kill 
him, 2ni-to ſeewhbat would becomeof his dreames, and mocked 
Fiinwthithc name of This dreamer ; and all but Rexbez too con- 
\nttoſellhimfora bondflave, and accordingly doe it, and when 
in that anpviſh of bis ſoule hee beſought them, as themſelves after 
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Ah bewarc you of theſe finnes of envying, for that will bring 
forth a deſire to murder or as bad as to murder and harden one to 
all cruelty that no intreaty ſhall fofcen, Take heed, rake heede of 
theſe vices, Envy, murderouſneſſe, deriding, hard-heartedneſle, 
cruelty. They bee fearefull vices, transforming a man intq a 
Divell. | 

If any of you have beene over-ruled by them, let him not de- 
ferre to bewaile and confeſlſe them before God, and let us all Op- 
| pole theie vices, if they aſlaulr us, by holy meditations and pray- 
ers; bctray not your ſelves into tte hands of fo horrible vices, for 
want of reſiſting them earneſtly, conftan:ly and by ſpirituall meanes. 
Eſpecially ſuffer not your ſelves to bee tranſported rhus againſt a 
brother, to hate a brother or neare kinſman, to thinke on murthe- 


ble againſt a brother, intreating not to be murdered, to caſt him 
into a pit and ſell him for a ſlave or to doe ſuch kinde of injury to 
; a perſon ſo neare by bonds of Nature, O what an unnaturalneſſe 
'is it, and what a great height and dominion of Vice doth ic 
;proove! Religion may bee abſent from an heart in which yer 
{ſome reliques of good nature doc” remaine, but hee hath quench- 
cd all ſparkes of all goodnefle in him, that can behave him- 
'ſelfe ſo miſchieyouſly to one, to whom neareneſſe of bloud ob- 
| ligerh him. None of theſe were bretherento 7oſeph by the 
| mothers fide, but alone by the Fathers, but an halfe 
{brother is ſoc nearely joyned, that that name ſhould 
have beene ſuſhcient to have kept them backe from ſach wic- 
| kedneſle, ; 
Pray to Godto preſerve you from uhnaturallneſſe, and if any of 
you havetrampled theſe naturall bonds under feer ; let him addrefle 
himſclfe to moſt hearty lamentation, orelſe the God of nature will 
| ſharpely puniſhthe fleighting of naturall bonds. Ir is a diabolicall 
| fury of ſinne char cauſeth a manto breake aſunder theſe bonds of braſle 
and iron, 
{ Butyctasbad or worſe thenthis, they lyed and couſened their old 
Fatherto make him belecve, thar 7oſeph was killed by a wild beaſt, as 
the Story ſhewes, Ger. 37.37. Indeed Reuben was not conſenting to 
the ſclling of 7oſeph, but it may ſeeme that he was willing to hold his 
peace, and to conceale their fat, which hee thought could neither 
bee prevented nor redreſfed by revealing, and it may well be that they 
did not acquaint him with their ſelling of Toſeph. Bur loe they all a- 
greetocolour their finneto their Fatherand bring him into ſuch a con- 
| ceit as filled his heart with extreamity ofanguiſh : Evill children they 
were that would cover their fault by telling ſucha lie unto their Father 
asthey necdednot tohavetold; for their ſinne would not have been 
'themore revealed, ifrhey had faid nothing then to counterfir ſuch a 
thing,and Tacobs greifes perhaps would not have beene ſo great if there 


ring a brother, to negleR the cryes of a brother and bee incxora- | 
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had temained any hope of his ſonnes life. But it is like that they were 
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deſirous to put him into a conceit of 7oſephs death, for feare leaſt hope 
of his life might put him upon ſuch an enquiry as might finde him out 
againe,and fo diſcover their Jewdnefle, for an 1ll conſcience is alwaies 
full of feare and ſuſpition, and will conjeure ſuch waics of diſcove- | 
ry as noman elſe can dreame of. | 
Hath any of you licd to a Parent and ſought to conceale their 
naughtinefle by falſchood 2 Seethiswickednefle with remorſe, and 
now'ake heedof abuſing your Parents withtales; yea I beſeech you | 
beware of running into grefle ſinnes, which will alwaies hazard you 
to lying and falſchood for the covering of them, 
| See here how one finnc begets another in theſe men, envy doth 
breede an intention of murder and a wrongfull a&t as bad as 
murther, to ſell a Brother for a ſlave. This wickednefle brings on | 
lying to hide it, and thar in ſuch a fort as had well nigh killed their 
owne Father with griefe. Feare to finne, for it will ſo intangle 
you being once inthat you ſhall not know how to ger our. 
Theuſe ofall, Butone uſe we muſt make of all this diſcourſe, ro ſce how bad | 
our OWne natures be and to be wondrous thankfull, that God hath 
not ſo farre left us to our ſclves, as to be drawne to ſuch enormous 
offences. He that canlooke upon the worſt men that have beene and 
| the worſt deeds, ſo as to accuſe himſelfe of the ſame bad nature,and 


to confeſſe himſelfe obnoxious to the ſame crimes, and therefore la- 
| bours to be more humble in himſelfe, becauſe of rhe badnefſe of his | 
nature, and to bethankfull ro God for the goodnefle he ſhewes in re. 
ſtraining that bad nature, he makes a ſingular uſe of other mens ſins. | 
Buc if we heare or ſee other mens faults onely to brag of our ſelves,that 
we have not ſo offended nor will not ſo offend,itis a teſtimony of much | 
blindnefſe and unacquaintednefie with our ſclyes;and may juſtly cauſe | 
{ the Lord to make us know our ſelves by giving us over to our owne 
{clves inlike manner, 

Theidhom. But now a word ofthe common goodneſlc of all,firſt to their Farther, 
mon goodnes.\ they all gathered rogether to comtort him when he was in his great and 
4. Theyall {exceeding fadneſſe, This was well done, though they had wronged 
here. | himin being a cauſe of his ſorrow, yet it may ſecme they were 
ther in bis | greatly troubled tothinke of their naughtinefſe, and were carefull ro 
great ſadncfle.! to uſe all meanes of reſtoring him to contentment againe, But ah 
what bitter accuſations. muſt thaſe their words refle& upon their owne 0 

[ſelves which they uſed ro comfort their Father 2 How could they 
chooſe but almoſt bewray themſelves by bluſhing one while and pale- 
neſle another through the cheekes of their owne conſciences, when 
everthey heard himzas often no doubt they did heare him name the 
| name of 7oſeph ? ' But howſocver, it was commendably done thatnow 
2. They were | they ſought toaſlwage his ſorrowes. All good children ſhould ſtrive 
cutifull ro him tg miniſter matter of comfort to their grieved Parents, and it is an 


in going dowa 


to Foypr and | hainous and vanaturall hardnefle ro doe otherwiſe. 


| 
: 
| 
| 
* Bl 


not raking | Further,they were all dutifull to him in going downe to Egypr and 
Benjamin WI not taking Bc amin with them ſecretly or againſt his will, and ſhewed 
| | H=3 much | 


—— 
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much love and honourin burying him and lamenting him,and ſhewed 
themſelves carcfull of their families and very penitenr to 19ſeph ar laſt, 
and called to minde this ſin in theis troubles ar Zgypr, and declared ; 
| by their ſubmiſſion to Toſeph that they had truly repented, beſides in| 
| their behaviour to Joſeph before they knew him, they ſhew lowlineſſe! 
and good diſcretion. So in one word they grew better and better as | 
| fruirs by time grow ripe and mellow, and ar laſt unfainedly repented | 
' and all turned godly men. | 
| © that you which have beene rude, wilde, debauſhed in youth, | 
| would be carcfull now in your more ſtayed time to be truly peni- | 
tent and become truly godly, There 1s a kinde of amendment by | | 
age which is not ſufticienc to ſalvation, though it ſomething reco- | | 
ver the credit, Ir is to lay afide the praftiſe of ones grofler faults, | 
'and to frame to a civill carriage and to a creditable behanns] 
though {till the heart remaine vaine and earthly, and bee not ! 
; humbled duely by the ſight of theſe faults which were formerly 
committed. Such a kinde of morall amendment tis better then 
| none, bur TI pray you that be old, doe nor fatisfie your elves j 
with thar, bur mend rinoughout. See and lament your bad- 
| hell as well as your bad lives, lament and bewaile in ſecret and | 
| frequently the former diforders, Be baſe in your owne eyes be- | 


| cauſe of them, and labour ro get them pardoned, and your m_ 
rupr natures healed, and to ſhine 1n piety and holineſle and all 
| goodneiſe fo much the more by how much your youth was more 
| finnefull. All you that have beene grievous ſinners in youth take | 
this counſell, learne this leſſon of 7acobs ſonnes, | 
! And you young men that have too too much broken forth, O 
rake your ſelves to taske berime, and begin to amend betime, 
' Let your Parents have the happinefle to ſce you reformed in their 
life time, to behold your change, that they may rejoyce in your 
:cformation, and bleſſe God for his goodnefſe in hearing their 
prayers and granting their defires, and you may cauſe them to live 
ſo much longer and. more cheerefully, by ſeeing ſo happy and 
defireable a fighr. Tr will add a new youth to an aged Parent, 
if he may ſce his much offending children returned quite backe to 
[the waics of God and goodneſle, mo't comfortably will they leave 
| earth and goeto Heaven -when they leave their children in ſuch 
| plight as they may hope to meete them there art laſt. , 
| But let us looke into the benefits .-which the Lord beſtowed up- |: 
on them. 3. Their be- 
| Firſt, they had agodly Father and Progenitors and were them- od had E 
{cles members, yea and pillars of the Church of God, of them | godly Father | 
came a moſt populous and flouriſhing nation, in whom the viſible | 29 enſdyes 


: R were pillers of 
Church continued then, when all the nations of the world beſides | 1c = : 


did lic in darkneſle. Church, 

A greater mercy then this the world cannot have, to be the | 
{ Church of God to have the Church continue in a mans poſterity, 
| M m 2 "an 
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[this is afingular favour, and God pleaſed to take all theſe ſonnes 
andto make them hcires of his promiſes T/aac had but two ſonnes, 
| Lacob and Eſau, God tooke Jacob and refuſed Eſav, Abraham had 
| | bur two ſonnes, God caſt out 7/hmae! and gave the bleſſing and | 

promiſe to one alone even to Tſasc; but ſee the great favour 
ſhewed to all theſe, they be all raken into.the Chutch, all partake 
of the bleſſing, all are made heires of the promiſe. It we confi- 
{der their carriage, Tſhmael never committed ſo great and mon- 
ftrous a fault againſt the ſecond Table as 1udah, tor he never fell 
into inceſt, but hee ſcorned 7ſazc. Efau never did ſo foule a fault as 
| Simon and Levi; but he deſpiſed his birth-righe and hated 7acob. 
So God did not take theſe for their goodnefle, bur of his mercy, 
though they were of rude carriage hee ſuffered them not to deſpiſe j 
and contemne the truth and fo ſti]l kept them within the Church. Fur- 
thermore, foure of theſe were borne of hand-maidens as well as 
Iſhmael, and yer the Lord reje&ted rhem not, This is the firſt 
benefit, we muſt learne to cſteeme it a choice mercy that God 
vouchſafeth us the ſame, in making us members of his Church, and 
in planting the true Church amongſt us, | 
2.God [ared Further, God ſaved them all from a great danger, over-awing 
TED the Canaarites that they did not purſue and deſtroy them for that 

* { infolency they ſhewed at Shechemn, 

It is a great mercy if God repreſle the wrath of men towards 
any, ſo that when they have both provocation and power, yet 
they be reſtrained from taking vengeance; God hath the hearts of 
men in his hard and can it he pleaſcth and often doth over-rule and 
over-awe them in this manner, \ 

Thirdly, they had riches and wealth in abundance, this is a com- | 
mon benefit, learne notto over-eſteeme it nor abule it,and: be confi- 
dent that if we feare God, he will not denic us neceſlaries, | | 
4-loſepb nouri- Laſtly, they had a good friend ſent downe to Egypt to provide 
fiedmem in \for them, that their families and themſelves mighr nor perith by fa. | 

 [|mine, and he forgetting all their cruelty and injuſtice trooke care of 
them and their children, comforting and ſuccouring and countenan- 
cing them even after their Father was dead, fo thatthey lived moſt 
comfortably during his life. This is a moſt remarkeable favour, that 
God provides long before for the helping of his people out of di- 
ſtrefſe, and that by fuch waies as they could never gueſle, of ad- 
/ vancing ſuch perſons, as they did leaſt conceive ſhould be helpfull | | 
to them, and inclining their hearts to doe them good, of whom | 
| they could leaſt expect kindneſlſe, But ſee the folly of man that 
is often bitter againſt thoſe things, by which God intends tic | 
great welfare, as Joſephs Brethren againſt his preferment, without 
which they had periſhed, 
| Now fortheir croſſes we reade of few, they were in danger from 
Eſau when they were children, yet not ſo young but that they had 
| {ome ſence of it, but that was ſoone over and they were _—_ the 
ectter ) 


2. They had 
ſtore of riches. 


Their crofles, 
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better forit. They wete in danger at Shechem, but that they conſi- 
dered not of, and God ſaved them afore they were aware. But 
the famine pinched them and their family, andtheir rough handling 
in Egypt cruſhed them,ſo that they were tamed with irand through- 
ly brought to repentance. Ir is a great goodneſle of our heavenly | 


Father to heale the ſoules of his people by fatherly chaſtize- 
ments and by blowes to leade them to repentance, 

We muſt be thankefull ro God for our cſcaping of famine, 
rough uſage, and other like crofles, but ſpecially wee muſt beſeech. 
him that what croſſes hee ſees fir to inflit, may bee ſanRified | 

unto us to bring us to repentance, to revive in us the remem- | 

brance of ſinnes paſt, and humble our hearts for them ; 
farre better is it to haye medicinable crofles 
then to live at caſe withour 


croſles, We 
X X 
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DP, 24 Omewhat muſt be ſpoken of Tacobs ſonnes in ſe- 
Na verall, ſo many of them as the Scripture: ſets 
SP 2 . forth unto us in reſpet of any ſpeciall thing 
done by them. Theſe are Reuben, Simeon, Levi, 


#42 rude, Toſeph. _ 
Firſt for Reubes, wee note his bad deeds, his| 1 His faults, 
Gen,35,2% 


= LR good deeds, his croffes and benefits. 
FI Firſt for his bad deeds. Beſides what was com- 
mon with the reſt, He committed inceſt with his Fathers Concu- 
M m 4 bine, S. 
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mou commits bine, Bilhah the maide-ſervant of Rachel, whom 7aceb had. taken to : 
ed inceſt with| himſclfe at the inſtance of his wife, her [Reuben defiled. 
_ Inceſt is a great finne, it defileth the Fathers bed, itis a wrong 
Inceftisia |fo himſelfe and the party with whom hee offendeth as any finnein 
greatſin. [that kinde, and it is much againſt nature ſhewing a moſt violent 
and brutiſh rage of luſt, treading downe all confiderations even of 
the lawes and rules of nature it ſelfe, in diſcovering the Fathers na- 
Ons, kedneſſe, and wronging ſo deare aperſon in ſo high a degree, and 
 [inathing ſo neere unto him. Paul ſpeaketh of it as of athing not 
ſo much as named among the Heathen, and was greatly grieved « 
that it was committed and not ducly puniſhed among the Corinths. 
Abſalom committed it with an high hand and extreame wilfull- 
|nefſe and preſumption, even upon ten of his Fathers Concubines | 
one after another, and that openly and of purpoſe to vexe his Fa- | 
ther and make the jatre betwixt them irreconcileable, the law plaine- ; 
ly forbad ir. | 
Now how comes it to paſſe that men runinto ſuch grofle fins? 
Anſwer, Firſt, God pleaſcth to leave men unto themſelves and } 
permit their breaking forth into ſuch horrible crimes, to make the 
wickedneſſe of rflans heatt knowne, to humble the offendours and | | 
make way for the demonſtration of his mercy, or elſe to ſhew his 
juſtice in puniſhing one finne with another, and in puniſhing all ar 
laſt with much ſeverity, and ro warne others by the example of | 
;the offenders, and therefore this Gods permiſſion is not to be blamed 
or murmured at : for he is ready to forgive ſuch enormous evills to 
thepenitent, as he did alſo pardon Renter, | 
Againe, the Divell our of the filthineſſe of his owne nature and his 
| moſt outragious wickedneſle and deadly hatred of God and nian, is 
{ready to thruſt men out cyen into ſuchabhominations,becauſe the grea- 
ter the offence the more it diſhonours God, and hurts the ſoule, name, 
and all of the offenders, which he delighteth in,and he hopes by one 
| bad example to draw others tothe like cvill, and ſo to dacmorcemil- 
.Chicfeto mankinde. _ BS” 
| And for man, his corruptions are very ſtrong, and there is lictle or 
{no feare of God before his eyes, wherefore by degrees he will 
| waxe  extreamely wicked, and runne into crimes againſt the very 
light of nature : for when any thing begins to corrupt it 
L + - 'doth grow worſe and worſe, till it come to extremity; be- | 
'cauſe it is a kinde of cafie motion to goc from bad to worſe, and 
| _—_— it is fo.in this corruption of the ſoule, becauſe every finne f 
| addes blindneſſe and hardnciſe ro the minde and heart, and ſo cauſeth 
the finnes to ſeeme farreleſſe vile and miſchievous then they be, be- 
ſides all finnes doe flatter with a kinde of carnall and ſeaſuall content, 
| and fo carry away the fancie and paſſions, and by them alſo the will 
togiveconſent andto aR the wickedeſtthings. | 
| - Weemuſtlearne firſtto ſee our vile nature and to feare and looke 
| ;tO ourſelves, ſtriving againſt leſſe ſinnes, that we may nor be Ow. 
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red over to greater through Gods juſtice and the ſtrength of our! 

| uſts, yea to repent of lefler finnes and ſtrive to ger them par-' "a 

doned and healcd, and to cry carneſtly ro God that he would | 

keepe us, ſecing alas wee be ſorry and fimple keepers of our | | 

ſclves,thus we may eſcape groſſcrevills: we muſt not therfore bragge, | 

and cenſure, and preſume, but know our owne nature, pirric others |' 

{and heedfully watch over our {clves. | | 

Againe, we are to be greatly thankfull to God for keeping us from | 

ſuch notorious vices, for ſuch is his goodneſle that he reſtraines the | 

greater number from ſuch crimes, becauſe he will not have humane | 

| ſocieties too much diſordered and pelluted, ro haſten his vengeance 

on the world, this reſtraint is a favour deſerving thankes. O how of- | 

ten hath Godinthe time of our unregeneracic held us off from 

moſt foule evills that wee would have committed. Let vs mag. | 

nifie God therefore and nor lift up our ſelves for ſuch preſerva- | 

tion, | 
And if any have committed ſuch vile finnes, let them be much | 

bumbled and make haſt to repent, knowing the goodnefle. 

of God whoif we caſt downe our ſelves, is ready to pardon ſuch. 

ſinnes and finners. Be nothardened, grow not impudent in finning, : 

[neither ſeeke to extenuate great finnes, but labour to be greatly aſha- | 

med of them, ſorrowfull for them, and earneſtly ſue for grace to. 

 heale your natures, and willingly confefle them before God, if | 

they breake out ſo as to prooveſcandalous before men alſo. 


| - Now ſee Reubens particular good deeds. | 2.His yerrues, 
| Firſt, he turned his Brethren from their purpoſe of killing 79ſeph, ——_— 


not by carneſt oppoſition which would rather have exaſperated them | jrerhren from, 
and haſtened the execution of their evill plot, but by a kinde of ar- | killing of 2% 
rificiall diſcreet and gentle way diſſwading from the unnaturall- | /?* 
nefle, ſeeing hee was their Brother and propounding a way leffe un- 
naturall in it ſeife to ſceme too, and yer not leffe fir for their pur- 
| poſe, kill him not with your hands, but caft him into a pit and let him 
{ ſarve there, His meaning was not to let him periſh, but he knew 
that hee could not by force take him out of their hands now; 
yet he had good hope ſecretly and intheir abſence to pull him out 
of the pit anddeliver him ſafe co his Father. | 
| Youſcehere reſpect to his Brother mixed with tender love to his 
[Father alſo, whoſe affeQion to Hoſeph hee well knew and could nor. 
but foreſee-that which fell out atter, how moſt heavily and indeed 
; over-heavily he would take the loſſe of 7oſeph. So a good Brother 
| ſhould pittie his Brother, being a man fit to be pittied and fave 
him from wropg.A good ſonne ſhould pitty his Father and Parents, 
and ſtrive to prevent the things that will be grievous to them. Eſpe- 
cially the more any man hath once ſinned againſt his Parent as Rew- 
] bes had, the more carcfull hee ſhould be as .it were to make a- | 
mends for his former wickedneſle, by ſecking to doe them good the 


more afterwards. 
—_— | 
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2. He was ful- | 
ly minded to | 


reſtore 7o/epb 
to his Father 
againe, 


3 He grieved 
ro {ec his 
hopes diſaps 
pointed, and 
Zofeph taken 


out of rhe pit, 


And in oppofing our ſelves to cvill counſcll and deeds, we ſhould 
learne of Reuben to uſe wiſedome and prudence, and when wee 
want power to doe a good thing openly, direatly and by ſtrong 
hand, then to doe it artificially and indirectly and underhand, pro- 
pounding to the contrivers of ſuch counſell ſome other way leſle 


reſolution of preventing the whole matter, by making a ſhew of 
yeeldance to ſome degree or part of it, and here you ſee ſome ap- 
pearance of evill is not to be diſliked, as Salomon alſo ſeemed ro 


'trne Mother. When for a little ſpace a'man onely ſecmes toallow 
a faulr, rharſhortly after hee may the better manifeſt his diſlike by 
effeting ſome good, this is not to doe evill that good may come 
'of it,but todoe good in a prudent manner. Let us take care to hinder 
other mens faults and to doe ir wiſcly, that over-carneſineſſe may not 
| hinder our ſucceſle, 

Secondly, as heſoughtto prevent his death and hut, ſo was hefully 
minded to reſtore him to his Father againe, | 
 Sowe muſt intend and ſ{ecke out fir meanes of bringing our inten- 
tions about todo good unto thoſe men whom we ſo caulcleſly purſued 
by ill men and to ſet them in ſafery and proſperity ; eſpecially to thoſe 
that are neere unto us, and when wee may bring comfort alſo to 
others by procuring the ſafety of ſuch as are deare to them, as 7- 
dah after would have beene a bond-man to Tofeph in Benjamins 
ſtead, that he mighr ſend him home in ſafety which would have 
beene lefle to his Fathers griefe, becauſe he was more able to looſe 
Indah then Benjamin, When ſuch caſes fail out, wemuſt take fir op- 
porrunities of doing good. 

Laſtly, it grieved Reuben exceedingly when he found his hopes 
diſappointed and ſaw 7oſeph taken ont of the pit, for then though he 
did not know what they had done with him, yer he conjeRured that 
it was not for good that they had remooved him,and therfore he rends 
his cloathes,ſaying ina dolefull complaint, the Lad is not youder, and I 
whither ſhall T goc? He could not thinke I ſuppoſe of incurring his Fa- 


'ceive tharthe matter ſhould never cometo his Fathers knowledge, but 
| ſorrow for his former fault by which he had grieved him very much, 
made him exceedingly heavie,that now a new crofle ſhould fall out to 
poore Tacob, which he knew would crutch him much more rhenhis faule 
had done. So that conſciouſncfle and penitent ſorrow for his former 
evill,nade him much more loving now tro his Father, much more de- 
firous to prevent his griefe, and much more diſcontented and trou- 
bled when he found himſelfe prevented of the thing hedefired, 

All men muſt learne tobe grieved if any occaſion tall our againſt 


ach wills and knowledge, by which they be hindred from doing 


ſuch good as they intended, Indeed it can hardly be thought, that 
| one 


PER 


{intend the dividing of the living childe, for the finding our of the j 


thers anger for nor preſerving Tsſeph, for he might well enough con- | 


| 


—_— 


evill, which wee may be able to croſſe more eaſily. - Ir is not a| 
fault to ſeeme to yeeld ro ſome ſmaller fault with a purpoſe and } 


, 


- 
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| one did ſeriouſly purpoſe to croſle an cvill plot, if thething being o 
weight, he be not ſcriouſly troubled, that he is diſabled from croſſing 
it. 

But the matter which I would moſt commend to the imitation ! 
1 of children is this: The more they have by their offences oricyed| 
| their Parents already, the more carefull rhey muſt bee to ſhew | 
their love and reſpe& unto them afterwards by all meanes, and to 
take heavily thoſe things which they know will grieve them. | 
But moſt wicked and impenitent and graceleſſe muſt they bs coun: | | 
ted that ſtill adde wrong ro wrong, and perſiſt in a continnall | 
courſe of vexing and tormenting their Parents hearts by their miſ- 
 demcanours, breaking forth {till more and more, | 
'] Further Renbez did a good worke when hee ſought to remoove | 4 He ſoughrt 
his Father from his ſtiffencſle in reſblving not to ſend Benjamin to | FOES Fe 
1 A&zypt, and if it were poſhble to winne him to that which was fo | ftiffenes in te- 
| behoovefull for them all; yea and doing it with much earneſt- fatns ©» {end 
| neſſe too, ſaying, Slay my Sonnes if I bring him not to thee” | = __g goo 
azaine;, hee did not meane ro expoſe his Sonnes to the danger | . 
' of death by his Farhers and their Grand-fathers hand ; for hee 

knew him to bee a farre more loving Grand-father, then that 
ihee could finde in his heart to rake ſuch a fruitleſſe and boor- 
| leſſe revenge, but his meaning is ro deale moſt effeQually with 
his Father, to perſwade him to a needefull thing and difſſwade 
him from an harmefull peremptorineſſe, as much as if hee had 
| told him, thar hee would uſe as much care and diligence for. | 

Benjamins preſervation, as ifthe life of his two ſons did lyear ſtakefor | 
him.. | 
It is a good thing even very vehemently to ftrive to remoove 


our friends from ill and unreaſonable re{olutions, and this may 
) [well bee done even to Parents and Governours, ſo that ſtill wee 
j obſerve ſuch a manner as may not diſcover any diſ-regarding or 
ſleighting of them. Let no man therefore abſtaine from doirg ſuch 
agood office to his Governour though it ſeeme not fo pleafing for 
{the time, for ar the laſt ir ſhall ſo commend it ſelfe to him that 
finds the benefit of it, as that diſlike will bee turned into favour, 
onely {o that an over-rough manner of doing doe not adqc to the 
| bitternefle of the thing, as it did in 7946 when he perſwaded Da- 
|[vidro:go ont and ſpeak unto his ſervants. _ 

] | And let nor Governours bee offended with their Inferiours for: 


taking upon them ſo farre, It is no tranſgreſfſion of duty, even cat- 
| neſtly ſtrive to diſſwade or perſwade a Ruler in ſuch things. Tt 
os | is weakeneſſe enough in a Governour on ſuch an occaſion to ſay, 
| nay > but to chafe and bee angry is a double faulr, wee 
| finde noe ſuch diſtemper in Tacobh. This is the good of Rev. 
| | | bes. : His crofles. 

; His aflitions, ſo farre as is recorded, were not many, indeed |His Father 
| | none but what was common with his other Bretheren, except we — 
| | p may dgeath-bed. 
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may count thar a crofſe , that hee was ſuffred to finne ſo farre, | 
and doubtlefſe it was a corrafiveto him all his dayes after, and| 
that his fore-mentioned gricfe, as it was in ſome ſence an a of 


3.His benefits 
hee had divers 
ſons, 


Simeon and Le- 
vi their ſinne 
double, - 


| x. The murder 


of the Siche« 
mites. 


great linne, 


| likero befall our friends 1s a grear miſery to him thar ſo grieveth, 


Murder is a - Murder is a finne againſt the light of Scripture and of Nature, 


Lucroching uponis prerogative, to be the takeras hee hath beenethe 


vertue, ſo it was aſuffering of evill, Forto be grieved for ſome miſery 


Bue one crofſſe hee had, rhar his Father did minde 
him of his fault on his dcath-bed before all his bretheren, and 
did then and there diſ-inherit him, he rooke it well, and mad= no 
angry reply. 

It is an afflition to bee diſ-inherited or otherwiſe deprived of | 
any benefit which elſe wee ſhould haye had; becauſe of our ſinnes : | 
And wee muſt learne when ſuch a crofle is laid uponus, to beare 
it quietly and fruitfully roo, I meane ſo as not to breake forth in / 
anger and diſcontent againſt him that doth withdraw ſuch- things | 
from us, nor yet to paſlc it over ſleightly and careleſly as not re- 


| garding the hand of God, but to accept ir as a juſt puniſhment of | 


ourfaylts, and make ita mcancs of renewing and increafing our Repen- 
tance. 
Of the benefits of Rewbex beſides the common, we . read of his 


| Egypt, and fo hee made one of the twelve Tribes. Wee have | 
noted this mercy afore in others; let us take heed that the com- \ 
monneſſe of this mercy make us not diſvalew it. A benefit is no 
| whit lefſe rs be eſteemed, beciuſe the Lord vouchſafeth to com- | 
municate itto many, and it is nothing bur ourfolly that takes occaſion 
'to ſleight ſuch favours. | | 
| Now I come to Sand Levi, we have their ſpeciall fin and the 
puniſhment of it noted, OE 
| Thefinne js double, Firſt, They were the Acors of that blou- 
\dy and ragefull murder and ſpoyle committed on the Sichemizes, 
in killing Hamor, Shechem and all the Males. They drew their 
| ſwords and went in boldly on the third day when all were ſore», and 
| ſlew all the men they met withall; Tacob doth curſe their rage and anger, 
'and doth abominate the ſame. LS 
| Ir is a grievous finne to kill men in a wrathfull paſſion, without 
[juſt warrant and calling from God, indeed to kill one particu- 
lar perſon is ſinne enough, and calleth. for the Sword of the 
Magiſtrateto cut of the ſinner, how much more to fill ones hands with 
blond, and kill as here a whole city or towne, | 


againſt the Lawes of GOD and cvery well ordered Common- 
weale,. a grofſe finne and palpable, a miſchievous finne, wrong- 
ivg-the Perſon murdered in'his life, the pretiouſeſt rhing hee hath, 
with an irrecovcrable wrong, wronging his Friends, wronging the 
Common-weale, and wronging GOD extreamely in preſumptuous 


fruitfullneſſe, for hee had divers ſonnes when they went downe to { 


giver of life. 
O/ 
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O be thankfull 'ro the living God, that hee hath kept you from | 
this red and crimſon finne, eſpecially if any have beene fo inflamed 
with rage as once David, that he hath even deſired, and reſolved, | 
and intended, and attempted ro commit murder, as it fell out to Da- | 
vid, and he hath kept him from ir, either by preventing the occaſion, | 
or ſome counſell comming betwixt, or ſome diverting of the blow | 
or the- like, O let him be thankfull char he hath eſcaped the faRof | 
murder, as well as be humble, that he hath defired to commit rhe | | 
faulr. Wee muſt not aſcribe to our ſelves the. immunity from grofle | 
ſinnes, and pleaſe our ſelves in our eſtate becauſe of ir, but we muſt | 
give God the glory, and loath and abafe our ſelves and our bad 
| nature, that ſhould fall into them if wee were left to our ſelves, 
| chiefcly if nothing have ſtopped us from them but want of op- 
| poxtunity. 
| . Andnow ever mortifie anger and wrath, and revengefull boyling 
| of heart, for he thar nouriſheth wrath, malice, envie in his ſpin | 
' within, ſhall at laſt be carried away ſo farre with that inward diſtem- | 
' per, thar if occaſion offer it ſelfe, he ſhall lame forth into the groſle | 
| a& of murder. - All corruptious being fed in the heart within, doe 
| gather ſuch ſtrength, that if there be firneſſe of occaſion they will 
| breake out indeed : O bring not your ſelves into ſuch a temper, 

that the Divell ſhall have you in readinefſe ro make murderers 
| of, if ever hee can fir you with time and place and other circum- 
| ſtances. 
| Beware of blouds, beware of blotds, this finne teares the con- 
ſcience in an hundred peeces when once it is made ſenfible. This 
ſine leaves a deepe ſtaine, ir begets grievous horrors, and makes 
' the ſoule ſtill fierce in pronouncing evill againſt it, after it hath beene 

fierce in doing ſo great anevill unto others. Pray to God to preſerve 
[you from it, and getmeeke, gentle, quiet, patient ſpirits, which may 
| keepe you from being provoked with wrongs. | 
Andif any of you have tranſgrefled in this kinde, though not in ſo 
' high adegree, let the example of theſe two incourage him to repent, 
: and make him flic to the throne of grace, that God would worke in 
; him true repentance, and both pardon and healehim. You ſee two 
' young men here drowned in ariver of bloud, moft innocent blond, 
: by them moſt cauſeleſly and groundleſly fpilt, you fee them yer par- 
' doned. Nay they were ſtained with their brothers bloud, whom 
' they conſented to kill, and actually fould for a flave, and yet they 
' be pardoned. Runne to God, hee can pardon many murders as 
well as one angry word, and will doe it if you ſubmir and convert. 
. He thar judgeth himſelfe for his finnes paſt, refolving thoroughly by 
: Gods helpe to reforme his heart and life, and takes boldnefle to aske 
' remiſſion and ſancification at Gods hand in Chriſts name, ſhall 
| bepardoned, although the guilt ofthe bloud of God the ſondid ſticke 
tohis fingers. 

| Bur another fault they committed, when their Father in the bit- 
| N n rerneſle! 
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terneſle of his ſoule and his great feares told them of their fault and 
2. They ſhew-| their danger, they ſhewed no repentance, no teare at all either of | 
enofng þ-. ag Godor men, but returned him a ſurly kinde of fooliſh excuſe, ſaying, | 
their Facher | ſhould he abuſe our {iſter a5 a whore. If you frame this anſwer into a due 
told themof | fyrme of reaſonipg, and apply it to the juſtifying of cheir murder, * 
_— | for to that purpoſe they alledged ir, it muſt runne thus. If any man 
wrong us notoriouſly wee may and will kill him, and there is no cauſe | 
of reprehending us, bur hee hath done ſo, for he hath abuſed our 
[filter as an whore, wherefore we doe not deſerve to be reprooved | 
for killing them. Firſt if they had flaine onelythe raviſher, it might | 
ſeeme to have beene juſtified by this reaſon had it beene good, bur 
Hamor and the other Citizens knew nothing of this abuſe, ar leaſt 
they were not guilty of it, none of them had abuſedtheirſiſter. Se- 
condly, who ever made this law, that a man greatly wronged ſhould | 
kill him from whom he had received wrong; ſo their reaſon is naughr, 
and if it were good, yet would it not reach farre enough to juſtifie their 
deedes., 
Here we have two faults, to anſwertheir Father ſurlily,and impeni- | 
rently juſtifying the fault in a kinde of angry mutrering at the re- 


$ 
Li 


proofe ; this is acommon fault amongſt inferiours, if they be repre- | 

hended, they goe away grumbling ſome ſorry excuſes or other being 

angry within, and ſhewing it as farre as well they date by mumbling | 
| out ſome fond words, ſo as they cannot be diſtinly heard. This is 
a kinde of replying to Governours avd is afinne, ſhewing thatthere ! 
is no ſparke of true repentance for the fault, at leaft that then that 
| ſparke is even raked up. But if after the heate of paſſion rhat carried 
| one to commit the fault, a man be told mildly of his fault, and then 
| mumble our ſach fooliſh excuſes, ſure he is not penitent, and in very 
| deede ſuch mutterers would have their mouthes ſtopped and Rtomacke | 
taken downe with ſmart and blowes. This ſhewes a fleighting of 
the Governour as well as not repenting of the fault, I pray you in- : 
feriours now you are quiet, conſider how undecent athing itis, and i 
how ill beſeeming your places £ that you may blame it in yeur ſel. | 
ves, and condemne it for the future, and fecke to get it pardoned, 
And now learneto doe better, give ſuch an anſwer as theſe young 
youthes ſhould have done but did not, that is, confeſſe your offen. | 
a humble your ſelves, reſolve upon, and unfaignedly promiſe | 
| 
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amendment, and pacific the anger at once of God, your Gover-| 
nours, and your owne conſciences. | 

And ſee in them a ſecond fault in this one anſwer, a bearing out | 
' of themſelves in rheir finnes without feare, ſhame or remorſe, and | 
rhat upon ſo fond a pretext as this, that they had received a wrong, 
firſt. To continue heardned in a finne, ſuch a finne, not to be able 
to ſee the hatefulneſle of it, nor to feele the weightineſle of it, not. 
to feare the juſt judgements of God and due puniſhments of men, but 
in ſteede of ſorrow to ſhew ſtiffencile, as much as to ſay, if it were to 
| doe againe Iwould docit, and I am nor ſorry that I have done it, this 
is 
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is a great badneſſe, and to beare ones ſelfe thus in finne upon meere 
falſe conccits, that haveno probability of truth inthem, argues a moſt 
blinde minde and a ſtupid conſcience, and makes the finne much 
more offenſive to God, as ſhewing rhat the mind is not carried to 


finne on a ſuddaine temptation, bur =” it ſelfe to finne out of the 
place it hath given to the beleefe of falſe principles, as theſe had con- 
cluded with themſelves, that it was reaſon to kill him tharabuſed their 
ſiiter, and therefore deliberately had refolved to doe it, Let us take | 
| heede to our ſelves, that we be not thus hardened by the deceitfulnes 
of ſinning. 

Now the puniſhment of this finne is this, that they were minded 
of it by 1acob, and had not thar part of the birth-right ſetled upon 


them though the next in age that Rewben had forfeited, but were 
ſcattered and divided in 1/rae!, and made to be two of the ſmalleſt 
and meaneſt tribes, not fit either to command and rule, or elſe to 
have the double portion, becauſe of their ſmall number. God did | 
afterward turne this to Levi to a bleſſing, but in irſelfe it was apuniſh- | 
| ment. God canſcth that for murder and ſuch inſolencies toward the | 
| Farher, the whole poſterity after them doth fare the worſe in carthly | 
things for their faulr, and juſt ir is that he ſhould doe ſo, for hee 

lookes upon Parent and childeren, as upon. rooteand branch, making 
{but one common bodie where cach is a part, and therefore in ſmi- 
| ting the roote doth bring miſery upon the branches too, and contra- 
rily. O lerus take upthis argument to fortifie our reſolutions againſt 
finne, ſhunne carneſtly the doing of thoſe evils which may provoke 
God ro ſcatter and diſperſethine ofspring after thee. 

And ſo much of Simeon and Levr, 'onely we have mention of Levies 
death too, how long he lived and then he died, Exe4.6.15. that heli- 
ved 137.yeares. | 

Now of 1u4ahin {everall,confider his faults and vertues,benefits and 
| crofles. | 

His faults were theſe beſides what was common in the matter of 
of 7oſeph and the reſt. Firſt, thar he ſeperated himſelfe from his Fa- 
 thers houſe, and went and lived with a certaine Canawte called an 
Adullamite, becauſe he lived neere a place called LAdullam, and 


| with him. This was to get out of Gods bleſiing into the warme ſunne,” 
to leave the family of 7acob,and table with Hiram, this was roexcom- 
| municate himſelfe out of the Church what in him lay, and to bid aduc 
| ro Ggd and all his ſpirituall bleſſings. 

| Trmuſt be noted as agreat fault, for any worldly reſpe& whatſoc- 
| ver, voluntarily to transplant a mans ſelfe our of the vifible Church 
\into a profane and unhallowed placewhere the Churchisnot. There 
' where you have Gods Word, Gods Sacraments, Gods Name and 
Gods people, and finde your felves ſpiritually edified, there abide 
though it be with ſome inconveniences to your eſtate, and be wil- 


out of I know not what occaſion, there grew agreat and inward friend | 


[ling rather to ſuffer outward dammage then inward, ſhew more love 
\ Mas of! 
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Leyles death, 


Tudah. 


His faults, 
1. He left his 
Fathers houſe, 
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of goodnefſe; then 1ndab did when he' was a prophane young man. 
Afteryouſce he returned hometo his Fathers houſe, ithad beene better 
. - | notto have departed thenceat all. 6 2 
2. He was led A ſecondfault, being there he is led by his eye to marry a Cananiiſh 
by kus eye in) woman. It is likely wirhout conſent or privity of his old Father, 
| *” [tis ſcarcelike he would goe to him toaske connſcll, whoſe family he 
had forſaken. | 
Beware young men of crring with 1udah, and marrying your ſelves 
to prophane and idolatrous perſons of your owne heads for ſiniſter 
reſpes, leaſt the Lord puniſh you as he did 1#d4h. The youth of 
Indah doth a little excuſe, for he was very young when he had his 
firſt childe, as appeares, becauſe his childe by Tamar viz. Pharez, 
| had two ſonnes ar the time of their going downe to Azypr, when 
\"ofeph was but 39.ycares, for he was 3o. beforethe yeares of famine 
came when he ſtood before Pharaoh, and there had beene 7. yeares 
| of plenty paſt after his preferment and rwo of famine. Now Inudah 
was Tacobs fourth ſonne, borne abour the fourth or fifth yeare of his 
being in Padar, and Toſeph the laſt borne there about the 14. yeare, 
ifs there was ſome 10.yeares ſpace berwixt that, therefore Tofeph be- | 
ing 39. hecould be at moſt but 49. Tamar by whom he had Pharez, 
was matricd to two of his fonnes and ſtaied till the third was marrige- 
able; that could not be leſle then ſome 18.o0r 19 yeares, and Phayez 
could not be thought to have two ſonnes, but that he muſt be ſome | 
18.0r 19. ycarcs, which make ſome 32.at leaſt, therefore 1944h when 
he married muſt be no more then ſome 18. or19.yeares. His youth 
therefore I ſay extenuates his faulr,? bur let none of your ages be ble- 
| miſhed with ſuch a fault, as wastoo blameworthy even inthe greene- 
| neſle of his youth. - 7: 21200 | 
3.He commit-] Thirdly he ſinned in committing as he thought whoredome with 
Ke Wi aprofeſled harlot, bur it was indeede inceſt with bis daughter in law, 
law. © {who of purpoſe lay tointice him inthe habit of a harlot, by the way 
where ſhee knew he muſt goe 3 This is a filthinefle, that a man ſhould 
ſuffer himſelfe to be ſo farre inſlaved ro luſt after a disguiſed harlot | 
by the way; as'to ſolicit her, and hire her, and abuſe her. He was 
at that time a widdower, and the time of mourning for his wife was 
paſt, andnow he made no great conſcience of ſingle whoredome, bur | 
God will judge whoremongers, and whoremonzers ſhall not inherit Gods 
kingdome. = 
It there be any amongſt youas bad as 1udah, that makes little con- 

ſcience of avoiding whoredome if he may doe it cloſely and with- 
out knowledge, and hath abuſed his wealth to hire an objcd for his 
unlawtfull luſt ro worke upon, he muſt ſee his fault in 74444 and repent 

; Ard you muſt all be exhorted to arme your ſelves with a reſolu- | 
tion 'of flying fornication, and of watching over your ſclves, and ſo 
carefully reſiſting the: firſt motions to evill, that you may not be ſo 
| cbly drawne away and cnticed. And ſuch as God hath _ of a 
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better temper, then that ſuch an objet would ſo ſoone intangle 
|rhem, and hath not intangled them, muſt acknowledge Gods favour 
in preventing them from ſuch evills, and take heed to themſelves: 
that they allow not others as bad, revenge, quarrelling, drunkens-! 
neſſe, deceit or the like. | 
| Another fault of 1»dah was, that he diſſembled with his daugh- | 
ter in Law, making her belceve ſhee ſhould have his {onne Shelab, 

if ſhee would tay a little till hee was growne up, but never meant 


when the young man was growne up, which cauſed her to thinke 
of a ſharpe and lewd reyenge, even to draw him to doe that un- 
lawfully which his ſonne ſhould have done lawfully, raiſe up ſeed 
to his brother, acuſtome which was then in uſe amongſt them TI | 
know not on what ground, bur it ſec:nes to be from-God, becauſe 
he did eſtabliſh ir by cMoſcs Law after, | 

You muſt learne to take heede of counterfeiting and deceiving, | 
making promiſes alone for ſhifts and delaies which you minde never 
to performe, but alone to ſerve a preſent turne eſpecially in matrers ' 
of ſome weight. This is flat lying for to ſpeake otherwiſe then 
my meaning is, togoe againfi the minde and to utter falſehood of | 
ſet purpoſe, as much as any other made lie can be thought to be, | 
yet nothing more common then this, men for an advantage will pro- | 
miſe and ſay any thing which they never meane or thinke to make 
good, how can hee fay hee is a true 1ſraelite in whom there is ſo 
much guile? How can hee ſay that hee ſpeakes the trurh thatis in 
his heart? yee falſe promifing double tongued men, ſce how you 
be diſhoneft and unjuſt, and talſe men, and learne to bewaile and 
amend this wickedneſſe. Now promiſe nothing but what youfully 
intend, and know that upon good reaſon you may intend to per- 
forme, and when the promiſe is made, give it ſcaſonable accom- 
pliſhment. Wee muſtreade Storiesand Scriptures to ſee and amend, 
not to excuſe thelike faults in our ſelves. 

But 744h ſhew'd a fault or two more in dealing with Tamar, 
when her big belly ſhewed whar ſhee had done, hee forgar his 
owne naughrinefle and would have had her burnt, Whar autho- 


— 


fſelfe a member of that towne of CA aullam, and had gotten to be a 
Ruler, but ſhee was accordingly brought forth to be burnt, and 
then ſeeing the fignes hee could not deny them, and then blames | 
himſclfe, and the ſentence of burning grew cold, becauſe both or 
neither it ſeemes wereto be burnt. Bur before hee knew his owne 
guiltineſſe, hee was glad to have an occaſion of being rid of her, 
that his fone Shelah might ſcape her. 


to performe it, nor did not goc about to accompliſh the marriage | 


Loe what raſh cenſurers wee are like to be of other mens faults, 
and willing to have them puniſhed, in the meane time forgetting 
our owne as great offences; Let us learne to be more moderate, and 
to have the wiſedome to looke upon our owne offences before they | 
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| be brought ro our mindes by ſuch tokens as made Ivdeh confeile 
his fault. | 
| mg wa Againe, when 1#4h had committed whoredome, he goes his way | 


not of his - q # , | 
whoredome, | Never repenting, but all his care is to redeeme his pledge by ow 
our foughto | ding the kid, which cither was of lefſc worth or at leaſt not ſo 
| pledge. | apt to bewray him, and when the woman could notbe found, and 
that his friend returned aſhamed to make ſo infamous an inquiry, 
hee ſaid, let her take it leaſt wee be laughed at, ſo the finne did not 
much moove him if he might eſcape the reproach. 

It is rhus with moſt men, ſuch a fleepie conſcience they have 
within them, thar if they beare outthe fault with ſecrecy, they be 
not grieved' for it, onely reproach by having the bulincſſe knowne 
; would make them ſtartle and be troubled ; O it any be ſo affected, 
he ſhewesrhat no feare of Godis before his eyes, 
| Let us labour at leaſt to have ſo much truth of goodnefle left in 
us, that if we ſhould fall into any grofſe finne though never ſo ſe- 
cretly and without knowledge of ir to any, yet we might be affe. 
\Red with ſorrow in regard of the offence done to God, and fo fall 
downe before him and lament it, and confeſle it, and repent of ir 
before him, and renew our purpoſes of amendment and ſue for par- 

don and helpe, which till wee have done wee are not recovered out 
i of the ſnare of the Divell, but ſhall be carried into the ſame ſinne 
| againe and againe, ſo often as he can preſent us with occafions, He 
that can let finne goe, lightly away if no naturall eyill follow from 
ir, is cither deſtitute of all graces orhath his graces much abated and 
infeebled by the prevailing of corruption. 
| Hitherto of 1adahs faults, now his particular good deeds, 
rig wan 3] Firſt, hercturnedar laſt ro his Fathers houſe, and dwelt there with 
at laſtrohis | his Brethren as amember of his Fathers family againe, when hee 
| Fathers houſe.| made his returne I know nor, but that hee did it is moſt cer- 
tain. . 

IF any have departed out of the Church and ſociety of good men, 
let him learne of 1#dah to turne backe againe the better way, andto 
come home to the place where God dwelleth. David was grieved, 
that hee was forcibly driven out of Gods Inheritance, and wiſhed | 
nothing more then that he might have liberty to dwell in Gods Ta- 
bernacles. Let us if we have baniſhed our fclves from ſuch habita- 
tions be carcfull to returne with ſpeed from one voluntary wan- | 
dring. | 
as oy Secondly, Iudah ſhewes himſelfe ſomewhat humbled for his finne 
umbled for | with Tamar, for ſecing thetokens he had left with her, and knowing 
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humbled tor , , k 

his fine. - | his faule, hee confefleth his fault and faith, ſhee is more vigh- | 
geors then I, For Shelah was growne up and was not given unto | 
| her. 


So muſt wee doe, if wee have finned and beene an occafion of 
_— finnes, let us juſtifie them above our ſelves and ' con- 


| demne our ſelves more then them, and not bee poſſeſſed ſowith 
the 
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the partialiry of ſelfe-love, as ſtill ro ſtand in our owne light, 
denying the fault or laying the blame upon another. True repen- 
'tancewill be readyto blame it ſelfe, butan impenitent heart is witty 
to caſtthe blame ſtill from it ſelfe upon another. 

' Againe, itis ſaid, he? knew Tamar no more afierwards, and wee 
;reade not of any other wite orchilde he had afterwards, 1o that he 
forbare her becauſe ſhee was his daughter in Law, and forbare to 
take another wife voluntarily.it is like,in humiliation for this unbridled 
fact he had committed. | 

If any have finned in unlawfull deeds of this kinde, his care muſt 
be with 1#dah to offend ſo no more, and to be fo humbled with his 
former offence, that the conſideration of it may make himtemper him- | 
{c]te for the future, 

Further, 1udah carried himſelfe well towards his Father, for hee | ;.ye carried 
was earneſt to get him ſend Benjamin with them to the Governour in | bimſclfe well 
Egypt, and ar Jaſt prevailed by- interpofing his faithfull promiſe to | 225 Farncs 
bring him backe againe, as youreade in the Story. Gen, 43. 
| 'risagoodthing in an Inferiour to turne away his Superiour from 
ſtiffencſle in an indiſcreet- purpoſe, and he hath performed a worthy 
office, that harh ſo farre prevailed with his ſuperiour for the good } 
of himſeclfeand of others, wherefore doe this good deed with hum- | 
! blenefle and diſcretion, as occafion ſerveth. | 


be a bond{lave in Bezjamins roome, whoſe abſence he knew would io his 


even kill his old: Father, ſo that hee was content to take rhe pu- 
| niſhment of anothers fault upon himſelfe, rather then fallify his word 
; of preſenting the Lad againe unto his Father. How was love and 
; faithfullneſſe joyned both in oneact ? 

We muſt learne to pra&iſe even ſo, to love a Parent ſo, as if it be 
poſſible to prevent his gricte with our owne ſo great a miſery as perpe- 
ruall bondage during life. 

How mucharethey toblame that occaſion their Parents miſery by 
their wilfull finnes, and can well enough be content to ſee their 
Parents goe mourning to the grave, even for their jncorrigible 
naughtinefſe. Sure the affeftion of good children is farre other- 
wiſe. 

And now children, havea loving pittie to your Parents, and frame 
your ſelves ratherto ſuffer any miſery then the ſight of your Parents pi- 
ning away 1n griefe, eſpecially thenthe procuring of ir by your owne | 
miſdemeanours. 

Aegaine, heſhzwed here great fidelity for having given his Word to | 
his Father, that he would bring Benjamin againeto him, hepreferres 

the performing of his promiſe before his owne liberty, and would 
rather keepe his promiſe with his Farherthen liveat home with him 


Let uslearne toſhewthe like care in keeping, our promiſes, evento | 


N n4 doe / of 


———— 


j The laſt good deed of Tudah: and mot commendable, was his "7 
faithfull keeping of his promiſe with 7aceb, in offering himſelfe to | !y kepr pro- 
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doe what wee have ſaid chiefely in matters of weight, though wee 
cannot doe it without great inconveniences toour {clves, let us keepe 
promiſe though it betoour hurt. 

5.He did cou] Againe, Twdah makes a moſt pithy and rhetoricall ſpeech to 7oſeph, 


| -agioully beare] for affection will make areaſonable wit to due tie office of a good 
Orator. This was a commendable thing in 1#4ab,to beare fo ſudden | 


an evill acci» - | 
ene, 
; and terrible an accident with ſo much firength of minde, that he 
could apply himſelteto rake that courſe which was fit and behoofefull, 
notwithſtanding his griefes, | 
Let us labour to be of {o well compa@t a ſpirit, that extremity of 
ſudden blowes may not diſable us from carrying our ſclves diſcreete- 
. ly even in ſuch unexpected accidents. This1is a gift that we muſt beg 
at Gods hands, and the beſt way toget it, is as /udahdid, ro ſee God 
in it, and be humbled before him for our fins that procuredir, And fo 
much for 1#dahs particular good deeds. 
His croſſes. Now hiscroſſes were, firſt that he had rwo ſonnes ſo wicked, that 
1 He had wo! God himfelfe could not brooke them, bur even ſlew them for their 
very wicked K | 
ſonnes, | EXtreame Wickednefle. t : 
Itisa croffethat hath befallen many a Father ro have Pd lewdchil- 
dren; Labour what you can ro prevent it by being good your ſelves, 
and carry not your ſelves ſo wickedly as to pull this crofſe upon 
| your ſelves, as Iudab did in running to Hiram and marrying a Ca- 
paanitiſh woman ; for what could he looke for bur that. the ſonnes of 
ſuch a woman and broughtup1in ſuch aplace ſhould proove wicked? 
And if irdoe befall any of you or have befalne you, be indeed hum- 
bled by ir, but not put quite out of heart, Let it helpe to make your 
| | ſelves better if your children be wicked, 
on 90006 Anh Another croſſe was, that his daughter in Lawes diſcontent 
| drew her to proſtitute her ſelfe to him in the diſguize of an Harlor 
_—_ 'and ſodrewhimto inceſt, when he thought bur to have committed 
Semon ncly.] fornication, 
It is a miſery to bedrawne into a more grievous finne then one in- 
tended to commit 5 Letus reſolve to commit none at all, that ſuch 
an addition of faultinefle may not be pur upon our ſinnes beyond our 


bled very much. It is juſt with God to give a man over to a worſe 
ſinne then hethought of, that is bold to take liberty to commit ſome 
fin which he ought not to have done. 

;. Vifnne | Laſtly, God did cauſe the finne of Tudah to breake forth to his 
brake torch 70 my as you know, though hee feared the ſhame more then the 
| ſinne. 

| Andthis is ſurely a great puniſhment to make ones evills knowne 
| which h< hoped ſhould have beene kepr ſtill in ſecrecy. And ajuſt 
thing it is with God to diſhonour a man before men, when hee will 
| diſhanour God by finning boldly in ſecrer. 

| And if God have' buried any mans faults in darkeneſſe, let him 


| bury th:m by repentance, elfe they fhall breake out more reproach- 
| — fully 
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fully at laſt day to his utrer confuſion. Bur if God have caſt thedirr 
|of any mans ſin upon his face, and Jayd his groſle crimes open toall the 
d : | world, hemuſt make this uſc of ir, ro be more humbled before God, 
and improve the griefe that ſhame and reproach will itirre in him, to 
the more hearty bewailing of the fin thar deſerved it, otherwiſe tobe 
greatly gricved, forthe ſhame is nothing elſe but a carn3l] and unſanRti- 


fied ſorrow, 
And fo much for 7#dahs croſſes. Now his particular benefics are | His benefits. 


theſe. 

Firſt, he was a man of very good naturall parts, and it ſcemerh ex- | r. He had yery 
celled his bretheren all bur 7oſeph in theſe naturall abilities as is pro- | $224 »arurallſ” 
| bable, becauſe 7acob truſted Benjamin with him, whom he would nor | © 
cruſt with Keabez, and ſent him before to 7oſeph, and it is moſt cleare by 
his excellently diſcreete and wiſe Oration, that he made to 19ſeph on | 
the ſuddaine when they were brought backe againe with the cup. | 
| Tohave wit, good ſpeech, good audacity, and other like naturall 
parts, is a great favour of God, Thoſe that have them not are to 
| ſeeke for ſo much the more grace, that the preſence of the more ex- | 
; cellent may ſupply the wane of the meaner, A leſſe wit with more 
' grace doth availe more to happineſle here in the world then a farre 
| greater wit without grace. | 

Againe, thoſe that have theſe good abilities, muſt take heede of 
' marrying themſelves and defiling them by being proud of themand 
abuſing them, but muſt walke humbly, as knowing that they be but 
common benefits, ſuch as the wickeddeſt enjoy, and things lent by 
' God for which they muſt anſwer. Therefore they ſhould employ 
{them vertuouſly and for good purpoſes, that ſo they may have the 
true credit and comfort of them. Ah iftheſe be ſanRified, howgreat! 
'a luſtre doe they receive from grace, elſe the Divell hath more of 
'them then any man alive, and yet remaineth a hatefull and a curſed 
' CreA'ure. | 
| Further, 1udah had a parr of the birth-right ſerled upon him, with a| +, Hee had a 
rich countrey and the Principallity of 1/ael, that out of his loynes | part of rhe 
ſhould come the Kings of 7ſrael, and the Meſ4h himiclfe the King of 6 
Kings ſhould be borne. For though he committed divers grear faults, \ him, ui 
yet none {o over-grofle and palpable as were thoſe of Renber, Simeonor 
Levi his elder bretheren. Indeede his fault tcll out to beinceſt, bur ir 
was unwittingly, for in his purpoſe it was ſingle whoredoime not in- 
ceſt. God then ſaw it fit to ſettle a part ofthe birth-righr upon him 
notwithſtanding his finnes. 

It is a great kindneſſe of God to paſſe by ones unworthineſle, to 
give him {uperiority in bleſſings, though his finnes may ſeeme to de- 
ſervethe loſſe of them. And though none of us can have that priviledge 
of being progenitors to the Meſh, yer God doth often grant riches 
and a flontiſhing cſtate and dignity above others, even to thoſe that 
well-neere equalled others in wickedneſle. This benefit muſt be ob- 


ſerved with humble thankfulneſle. 
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TWENTY FOVRTH. 


EXAMPL E. 
OF | 

Shechem, Hamor, Hiram, 
| Er, Onan, Tamar, the 


1 idranites 


—_ 


SL One other of Jacobs ſonnes ( Toſeph alone ex- 
& cepted ) have any great matter rehearſed of 
<4 them in Scripture. The order of our ſtory 
'&\ requireth therefore, that we ſhould proceedto 

& tell you what we read of him, but becauſe his 
RA life is related ar large in reſpect of the great 


"4 things wrought by him, I will therfore handle 
Lf other of Tacobs contemporarics and of histoo, 
before comero ſpeake of him, and I will be- 
ginwith thoſe with whom Tacob had moſt to doe. 

Firſt, we have Shechem comming inan evill timeto diſquict the peace 
of 7acob now returned and ſetled in the land of Canaan, and in him 
you muſt note, Firſt, what was good, Secondly, what was naught. 


Thirdly,his proſperity. Fourthly,his adverſity. | 
His 
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his wite, 


Skechbem. 
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| His faults. 


Iafttuilly on 
i Dinah. 


: 


| Gen. 34. 


Job,z1, I, 


| Mat. 5 29, 


| or both. 


>, 


) 


3. He enticed The next fault is, he either forced or enticed, or as ir is likely, | 
or forced her partly by perſwaſion and partly by ſome kind of violence brought her | 


ro naughtines, S 
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His bad deedes come firſt to be noted, and that wasfirſt, he gave 


1. Hee looked) his eye liberty to wander with a luſtfull wandring. Ir is ſaid, hee ſaw | 


| Dinah apd tooke her, the Divell and ſinne prevailed againſt him by the | 
| diſordered uſe of his ſence, He gave himſelte leuve to gaze over-| 
| earneſtly upon her beauty and other good parts, wherewith the eye | 
| is uſually taken and the heart inflamed. 
| Letus learne to repreſſe an evill and a wanton looke, and to keepe | 
the Divell from poſleſiing himſelfe of this window as it were of the | 
ſoule, to be maſter of this conveighance, by which ſo much comes : 
in and goes our. of the ſoule. The eye muſt be looked to with dilj- | 
gence, by him that would nor be ſurprized with luſt, hee muſt turne | 
away his eye from beholding this vanity, the beauty of a woman: he 
mutt as 706 make a covenant with his eye, that it let not inluſt and : 
wanton defircs, he that mortifieth not as other of his ſenſes o this, | 
ſhall never be thoroughly maſter of himſclte, nor get any notable. 
victory again{t his corruptions. You are not ignorant of our Saviours ' 
| command, 79 pull out the right eye if it offend, Tis is one way of 
| pulling out an cye, to bridic it from looking upon ſuch objeRts as 
| may ſtirre up luſt and otherevill defires intac heart, and that the eye j 
| may be thus bridled, the heart mult be over-awed wich the teare of | 
' God, and fo ſerled in a firme, ſtedfaſt and full reſolution of nor ſig- | 
ning in any kinde or degree, and in an earneſt indeavour to loath and ; 
 dereſt ſinne, not alone to Icave it, Hatred hath ſuch a power over 
' the whole man, thar it will not ſuffer the eye without ſome inward 
riſing to fixe it ſelfe upon the thing hated, or any thing that hath a fir- 
\nefle that way. Let all good Chriſtians get the heart ſo armed, and | 
; the eye will be ſufficiently defended. Here now 1s his firſt fault, he 
looked upona woman to luſt after her, and did nor checkethe deſire, 
[nor refraine the wandring eye, Take heede of the beginning of his 
offence, if you would not come tothe end of it. 


— — 


into a fit place for his purpoſe, and ſo his luſt made more head-ſtrong 
by firneſſe of the opportunity, commitred the a of fornication and 
folly with her, and as it was after ſaid, wrought folly 3n Iſrael, His 
ſinne was the finne of fornication, and it is like enough we may call 
it arape, he forced a maiden. I am rather induced to thinke it was 
' done moſt by force, becauſe that the maiden made the thing knowne 
to herFather, who ( had it beene done by her free conſent ) ſhould 
[not ( it is likely ) hve come to the knowledge of it by her meanes, 
' nor could by any other, ſothen he forced a maiden. Ir may well be 
' that by faireand curteous carriage he wan her into a houſe, and then 
| by ſtrength mixed with perſwaſion, wanne her to his will. And in | 
| him you fee the right progreſſe of this ſinne, when the defire hath | 
| over-wonne the will and gained conſent, then doth the heart ſecke / 
| the opportunity of time, place and like circumſtances, and by the 

\ firneſle of theſe Satan is ſo tempted to tempt, and the coales of luſt w_ | 
; 6 : 
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ſo blowed, that it lameth forth and carries a man or womanor borh 


co a wickedneſle. 
- Tf therefore any man would eſcape the foule aRs.of this ſinne, he 
muſt oppoſe himſelfe to the firſt deſires, and croſſe them by follow- 
[ing the Apoſtles command, fiie fornication, This fiance muſt be run 
away from, the onely ſure and moſt ſafe way of eſcaping it is torun 
from it. If Shechers finding theſe defires boyling within his heart by 
meanes of the fire rhar lighted inart his eye, would have oppoſed wiſe 
| and vertuous thoughts, and fo gotten himſelfe out of the company 
and ſight of the Maiden, his defires had not drawne him to that which 
brought himto deſtruRion, but he preſently tell ro plot and contrive 
[how he might get the Maide into ſome houle and lonely place, and 
ceaſed not till he had ſo farre gratified his inordinate paſſion, and 
then loe he was not at his owne command to forbeare the lewd acti- 
on, | 
You have heard Shechems fault, next ſee what is commendable 
in him. Though hee had donethe Maiden this wrong to devirgi- 
nate her, yet he continues to affect her, whereby it is probable thar 
irs found her ſo chaſte as that ſhee did not willingly conſent unto 
the fore-mentioned evill at, But howſoever hee continues to affe&t 
her and deſires to repaire the wrong hee had done ſo much as it 
might be repaired by making her his wite. This is a matter wor- 
thy ſome good commendation, thar his heart is not eſtranged from 
her now when he had given his cvill deſires ſome fſatisfation, but he 
proceeds to ſeeke her in the way of Matrimony, The Law ap- 
pointed too, thatif any had inticed a Maiden, hee ſhould marry 
{her and not be divorced from her during her life, unlefſe her 
Father would not grant conſent and then hee ſhould pay a fine in 
money. 

Another thing praiſe-worthy in him is, he takes the right way to 


ions, and imploying him to her Father to mediate and make up 
the match. All you young men and women, learne the right, due, 
|and honeſt courſe of proceeding in Matrimony, if you like any per- 
ſon and wovld faine beſtow your felves upon them. Acquaint 
your owne Parents firſt,and ler their conſent be obtained, thar they 
may alſo be your ſuitors, and ſo you may proceed with free confent 
on all hands. This way of proceeding gives honour to Parents, 
brings comfort to children and yeelds obedience to God and fol- 
lowes the Tules of right reaſon. So did Sampſon too in his love, 
Heathen men you ſee here,and in Sampſon Iſraelites that were wiſe, 


| ke dowry enough. 


UMI 


and would goe on fairely, tooke this courſe. Let them that have 
|beene more prepoſterous blame themſelves, repent; and learne to fol- 


|lowgoodexamplies.all you that are yet to marry. | 
Furthermore, it was well done of the young man and his Fathertoo, 


that they ſtood not over-mich upon mater of portion, but bid him 
I know that a wile care muſt be had this way, 
O o 


| 
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2, What was 


good in him, 
tHe continu. 
ed to aff:& her 
whea hee had 
defloured her. 


gct her to wife by acquainting his owne Father with his owne atfe-| 


Deut, 22.28, 
29, 


2 He acquaints 
his Father 
with hisloye 
to her and in 
treatcs him to 
ſpeake to her 
Father for him 


3.He ſtood not 
oyer-much ups 
on matter of 


that 


pottion, 


: 
© DRY 


4 He would 

| haye all things 
agreed upon 

before mar- 

riage. 


5.He was con- 
ſtant in his 
love tothe end 


What betro- 
thing is? 


2. His benefits. 
He was his 
Fathers hceire 
who was a 
great man, 
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| bereft of all good underitanding thatdoth it, but yer money mult not | 


[ether like conditions, andthemſelves having agreed upon cqnditions 


that the married couple may not want convenient meanes of mainte- 
nance: for to marry without regard of thinking how to live when 
they bemarried, is ſo great a folly as doth ſhew him to be quite , 


be the maine matter, as if one went tochaffer and buy and ſell when 


they goeto make marriages. 
Another ching was commendable inthis young manand his Facher, 
they would have all matrers agreed upon concerning dowry and | 


* [worldly matters, that there may not fall out any interruption aftcc- 


[with your ſelves what you doc before you betake yeur ſelves to 


are Carefull to performe them, indeed they were necefſirated, for 
they could nor have the Maiden upon other termes. So itis good 
for Parents and all, to make ſome plaine and ſerled agreement of all 


wards, to the tormenting of the young peoples mindes with aQtuall 
breaking or feare of breaking. 

Againe, this young man was conſtant in his love tothe end, and was 
fully ſctled and bent ro marry the Maiden here. No man ſhould en- 
ter into termes of marriage in ſport or jeſt, but ſhould proceed {cri- 
ouſly and fetled in that bufinefſe, eſpecially they who' have ance 
made aſcrious promiſe of marriage either to other with mutuall 
knowledge and conſent of Parents. I ſuppoſe that promiſes being 
not limited with any unperformed condition, they are bound in con- 
ſcience to proceed unlefle a great and very juſt let fall out, and I 
can ſcarce be made to thinke thar they may breake off in ſuch caſe 
with muruall conſent. My reaſon is, God calleth the betrothed 
Maide his wife that hath betrothed her, and to mee it ſeemes, that 
berrothing is nothing bur a ſerious promiſe of furure marriage, and | 
thatnothing is effentiall to it but the firneſſe of perſons for age, and | 
the freeneſſe of undeceived conſent in reſpect of the perſons, and | 
conſent of Parents mutually, who elſe may make voide a promiſe | 
made to man, ſeeing they make voide a vowe made to God. If any | 
of you therefore be guilty of inconſtancy in fach caſe, and of flying | 
from ſuch promiſes, at leaft let him be humbled, and confider well 


others. | 

Hitherfo the young mans vertues, now his benefits. 

He was his Fathers ſonne and heire, and his Father was the Prince 
of that City, he was a rich man and honourable in the place where 
hee lived, even the .principall perſon of the houſe. This is a be- 
'nefit indeed, if hethat hath it uſeir orderly, ſo as to walke worthy 
of that placeand eminency, and to: get and exerciſe ſo much more! 
vertue 3 but if it make him proud, bold to doe evill, as here it may 
ſcemeirdid and very often doth, then it were better be the meaneſt 
of the family, and of ghe towne. You that be heires to wealthy 
Parents and likely by them ro be wealthily left, O ſtand not upon | 


theſe rermes ſoas to lift up your hearrs ro ſwell, bur carry humble | 


hearts, and labour to add grace and vertues to your places, clie they 
ſhall 
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(ſhall proove bur as an high gibberto bring you to more diſgrace in 
'this world and torment in the next. 
| * The miſery of this Shechem was, hee prooved an occaſion of the | x1; £.,un.; 

| bane and overthrow of his Father and his whole Family, and of the | r He prooved 
| | whole City, and that by falling into the hands of bloody and de- hey _— of 
[ccitfull men. O pray to God to keepe you from having occaſions |  "—apoaivapingy 
| with ſuch perſons, and being faulty of ſuch crimes. Beware of | and tnswhole 


y | ftanuly ar 
| grofle finnes and wrongs, for you know not whart ſharpe vengeance | =— nd the 


' may lie in waite for you afterwards. Sinne is not all paide for in 
\aninſtant,God doth ſometimes call finnersto a ſevere reckoning even | | 
{in this life beſides that which isto come. | 
So much for Shechtm the ſonne. | 
Now for Hamer the Father, I have one fault to note, he is ready to | rawer, | 
[imbrace a rcligious adjun, not for religion ſake but for ſome by | Hs faules.” 
end, eventhat he may get ſuch a wife for his ſonne as he defireth. He | {je mas vil: 
imbraccth the religion for the womans {ake, not rhe womaa for the cumcized for 
religions ſake, Father and Sonne concurre in this fault. [pend, 
'  Acommonfaule it 15, religion is made of the by, it ferveth ſome 
, other Miſtreſſe. Iris aſtalking horſe for policy on both ſides. 
| Wickedly doe Tacobs ſonnes ſceme to ſtand on religion for their ſe- 
\crct ends, and ir was not well done of them to take areligion 
' up for meere private ends : bur ſuch is the cuſtome of the 
| men of this world, they can embrace any ordinance for their pro- 
fir and any 1cligion. O looke that you bee intire in imbracing 
| Gods Ordinance and Gods Truth, rake heed that finiſter ends doe 
not marre and deſtioy your ſeeming religiouſneſſe, and make that 
| you ſhall ſceme ro God not the better men but the worſe Hypo- 
| CLILES. | 
| Againe, ſomething was ill done of him, weſee noſharpe correfti- |. ... | 
0 Nor reproofe of his ſonne for his wrong done to Dinan, and that | reproove —_ 
/ provokes the maides friends. corre his ſonſ 
| O how indulgentare Parentsto their childrens crimes, ſcarce with qa, 
a word will they checke them, .at moſt but with a word forthat which 
 deſervech many blowes, yea the ſtroake of death. This indulgence 
' of theirs often makes children bold to finne, as in CAdoniah and 
' Abſalom is ſecne, and ſo doth make them at length corretors 
- of their Parents, that ſhould have correfted theimm. Let Parents take 
heed tothemſclves, tharthey ſhew not themſelves to love God lefle 
' then their children, by loving their children ſo much as to put our or 
' ſmother the hatred of ſinge; and ler Parents art laſt learne to make 
' naturall affe&tion give place to juſtice. | | 
' You have hisfaults, his vertyes are, 1. To his Sonne, he is wil- | His vertnes. 
ling to ſarisfic him in point of marriage ſo farre as was fit, and fo nt 
ſhould all wiſe Parents be. If the affe&ions of their children carry | his fonne in 
them nor to matches too inconvenient, they ſhould gratifie them | Point of mar: | 
'for feare of thoſe miſchiefes which often come by croſſing them, | is 7a fit. 


'and that becauſe nothing is more likely to procure the wel- 
| Was farel ] 
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| fare of children, then when they be matched to whom they love ; 
b Unlefſe their folly be ſuch as to make roo too fooliſh choiſes, let 
Parents learne to fhew themſelves milde and gentle here if in any 
| other thing. | 
| 2.He deales Further, he deales well with the Shechemites his SubjeRs, whom 
_— -_, he ſecketh not to force but to perſwade to accept circumcifion, In 
fading then | things of this nature agood Prince muſt not compell but allure Sub- 
ro be circumci-] jefts, and let them ſee reaſon rather then feele violence : but 
FP” hisreaſon is taken from the profit of the people. Thar is the wiſeſt ar- 
| gument which will moſt prevaile with him to whom iris uſed, and ſo it | ; 
ſped accordingly. 
{ 3+ Hee dealt. | Pyrther, he dealt well with Tacob too, for in all plaineneſſe he 
ES ſeckes his daughter for his ſonne, and is willing to yecld to any 
ſeeking his | equall conditions. Plaine dealing is commendable in an Heathen, 
_— 09 how much ſhonld it be commended to us Chriſtians ? 
rendoondici. Now ſee his proſperity.He had a ſonne indifferent good,that ar leaſt 


ons, fought his conſentand ſhewed himſclte orderly, though ar the firſt he 


Ae Ein 


A he "| had beene rude. Ir is acomfort to have a ſonne not altogether rude 
1 His ſonne | and miſgoverned, that if he over-ſhoote himſelfe in ſome things, 
was indiffe= | vet will keepe his order and reforme himſeſfe. Be you ſuch children, 
rently good, 


O ye ſonnes and daughters, and be thankefull ye Parents that have 
{uch children. 
2.His Subicas) He had alſo good Subjedts that would be perſwaded by him, and 
were good. | ſych Subjects let us learne to be, ſo that we uſe prudence as well as | 

Bea Ps ſubjeton. | | | 
| fimife ana | But his croſſe was great, he was over-reacht by crafty heads, and | 
all hisFamily | himſelfe and all his Family and City butchered by bloudy hands. 
| 2ne Cary were, ) how could youbrooke ſuch acrofſe? and why will not you ſtand 
= | prepared to looſelife, goods, children, friends and all 2 ſeeing you 
| perceive in the Shechemites how ſoone all theſe may be loſt, even 
then when you thinke your ſelves ſecure; and why doe you nor 
thanke God for preſerving you from ſuch both craft and outrage hi- 
therto? 

Now I proceed to ſpeake of ſome others, The LA aulamite Hiram 

| is a better friend then a man, indeed a good friend bur a bad man. 

Hee was a | His friendſhip appeares to be morally good in its kinde, becauſe firſt 


good moriil | jt was laſting, {ccondly, it was ſerviceable, thirdly, it was ſecrer, 


Hitaih 


His fnendſhip | Laſting, for it continued to T#dab ſolong, till his third ſonne was mar- 
M | rigeable and began before his marriage, You cannot” conceive it | 
Lang. | under ſome twenty yeeres ſtanding, though you ſhould thinke that % 


 Tudah married about fixteene or ſeventeene yeares of age. Friend- 
| ſhip is like wine, the elder the berter, the longer it laſteth, the more it 
| isto be praiſed. Learne to be durable friends, ler not a yeare or two 
ſee you changed and eſtranged, but be like Chriſt 'in that reſpeR, 
| whom you love love to the end, unlefle they doe even rootoo un- 
| friendlily caſt you off, and breake the lawes of friendſhip. And | 
thoſe rhat have becne fickle friends, let them be aſhamed, for ir is 


foo 
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tootoo evident, that they were falſe, ſecking themſclyes alone and 
[nottheir friends. 

Againe, his friendſhip was ſerviceable, ſtooping ro ſomewha: a bale | z.Seryiceable, ; 
office to helpe 1#dah out with his whoredome as ſccretly anda undil- | 
|cernedly as might be. Indeed atue friend muſt be ſerviccablero | 
his friend not alone with his coſt and labour, but fomerimes allo | 
| With a little blemiſh, not by helping him to finne, nor lying, or to 
| forth, but by doing what may hoauetly and lawfully be done ;, for | 
the ſecret carrying of his faults any ſaving him from blaine, even | 
carnall friends are forward enoughrhis way z take heed that you denie | 
not good offices to your inward acquaintance, and take nolctle heed 
that you gratifie them not with bad. | 

For here you ſee the ſecrecy of this <Adullamite, no body | z.Secer, | 
knew by him of that fault which he himſclfe knew onely by 1udah, | 
Nothing becomes a friend better then ſecrecy of his friends taulrs,and 
he that hath once played the blab in this kinde, hath no wrong it hee 
be never trultedatter. Nay verily this may ſceme 2 moſt juſt cauſe of 
dividing friendſhip, therefore ſo farre as may be without ſtnne a- 
gainſt God and againft the Countrey and Superiours, cvery friend 
muſt affe&this truſtineſſe, Surely had not 1udahb found him fairh- | | 
os in this kinde, hee would never have ingaged hirſclte fo | | 

arre 2 | | 

So was Hiram agood friend, but yet he was not agood man, for Yer he was a | 
we finde notthat he did rebuke 14dab for his fault at all, which he| an. 
muſt have done if he had beene as good a man as afriend. And doe| 
youlearne to add thatto other good fruits of friendſhip, evento log 
hend them for their faulrs, though you doe nor divulge them, that fo 
any may not be a mutuall infe&ing of one another but a mutuall 
| healing. 

' So much forthe : 1aullamite T1wdabs friend, now for Er and Onan! Erand Onan, 
| Indahs ſonnes. —_——_— 
| The fiſt of them was ſo wicked aman, that God in his juſtice —_—_ 

| would not let him. live to ſtaine that good family; O let him be a| oft. 

a warning to all you children that youprocced not to ſuch a height of 
wickednefle in your bloſſoming bud, as to forc: God to deſtroy you | 
| before tne midſt of your daies. How ſure is his puniſhment in Hell | 
; whom Godin his juſt wrath would nor ſuffer to live onearth 2 

| AndO yec Parents be thankfull if God have-not croſſed you with 
iſfuch wicked children, ſo notoriouſly, ſo unſutferably naught, or | 
{if hee have, learne to prepare for ſome untimely end of theirs, 
for often the Lord doth ſo at once corre&t the Parent and deſtroy 
the childe. 

And take heed that youtake not that courſe tobring the ſame evill 
on your children, even to have God give them over to naughtineſle 
and deſtroy them for it. How isthart you will ſay. Marry not finfull 
wives, Idolatrcſſes and the like, be not inward with bad men, live 
notin bad places. What could 7zdab looke' that Zr ſhould ſee other 
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in the Family of Hiram and in that place and from that Mother and 

Grandfather but that which ſhould make him very wicked ? Had he| 
lived in 7acebs family, and taken a better wife he might perhaps have | 
' had abetter ſonne ; let us not make our ſelves guilty of ourchildrens | 
naughtineſſe by chooſing bad yoake-fcllowes, bad friends, bad pla-. 


b \c, CCS of habitation. | 
"ket any Nowas for Onan he was alſo a wicked man and cut off by Gods 


wicked and of2 hn 
curof by God, hand inhis youth. | 


in his youtt. Sg much of 7#d4ahs two ſonnes, | 
Taneravery | Now of his daughter in Law Tamar, who was a very bad and | 
bad woman. | [ewd woman it may ſceme, clſe ſhee would never have invented ſuch } 

a revenge upon T1udah, as to way-lay him in the habit of an Harlot | 

' where ſhce knew he muſt goe, and that of purpoſe to try if ſh-e could 

'intice him to commit folly with her, and you may be ſure that ſhee 

did uſe all the art ſhee could to draw him to this fiane, ſeeing ſhee 
| placed her ſclfe there for that purpoſe. Indeed ſhee handled him 
| ſubrilly, that ſhee might be ablc ro convince him, it hee ſhould (as 
| elſe no doubt he would) -have denied it. For he would never have 
' beene madeto belecye that this woman was Tamar. Inſtead of hire 
{ſhee askes his ſigner, ſtaffe and handkercheete, rokens thar were paſt 
'all gaine-ſaying. Here is revenge and filthineſſe and fraud, and a 
number of naughts put together to make each other worſe. Why had 
' ſhee nor rather expoſtulared the wrong with her Father in Law and 
| beſought him to give her Shelah her husband 2 If ſhee were aſhamed 
'to ſpeake for a husband, why was ſhee not more aſhamed toentice her 


| [Father in Law by ſuch atrick * Bur herein marke the wickednefſe in- | 
Elks [to which revenge will draw them that harbour it, even to hurt them- | 
mY | ſelves that they may hurt another alſo, and take heed you women of | 
following herin a fa of ſo much impudency; onely note Gods | 
juſtice againſt 1#dah, that would puniſh him by giving him up to this | 
diſgracetull fa tor his other finnes that were not joyned with fo | 
Baru much reproach. So doth God oftentimes deale with men both | 
'g00d and bid, T#dah cared not togoe from his Fathers houſe, he ca- | 
red not to deale falſcly with Tamar, and loe now God will ſhame him 
(for all by ſuffering him to be catched in Tamars trap. Beware that 
[you ſell not over your ſclves to ſuch ſinnes as: he world dothnot inter- 
| taine diſgracefully, leaſt God give youover to ſuch as will bring diſ- 

| Brace, 
The Aidiani- © We will proceed next to the cHrdranitiſh Merchants that bought 
Co ects. rofophs, they were part Midtanites part Tſhmaclites, an intermingled 
*. ©  |company and therefore are in the tory called by both names, here you 
; muſt note a ſpeciall providence of God, over-ruling the journey of 
theſe Midianites to the ſaving of 7eſephs life, and conveighing him 
' downe to Egypt : God hath you ſee ſtore of meanes to effect his 
 owne purpoſes which men cirinot finde o8r. He gyes beyond our 


thoughts and beyond the intentions of thoſe whichare his inſtruments, | 


;as a'manmakes his horſe ſerye his turne for the diſpatch of thoſe buſi- | 


tt. 


| neſles, |. 


UM 
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neſſes, whereof the horſe is ignorant, | 

Therefore we muſt learne to truſt his promiſes, even then when | 
{our eyes can ſce no way how to have them accompliſhed, ir pertaines | 
to him that makes a promiſe to finde meanes of making ir good, If | 
another have given his word ro pay mee money, hee, nor 1, | 
muſt rake care to provide it. We wropg God and take his office to 
our ſelves if wee be ſollicitous about the meanes. If hee give Us | 
any we may uſe them, but if none, wee ſhould trouble our ſelves 
no further but waire upon him and ler him alone with his owne | 
workes. | 
Againe, the Midianites and 7{hmalites for the whole troope conlli- | | 

ſled of both, were carrying the pretious things of another countrey ! | 

into Zzypt, that they might ſell them there, and ſo by commerce in-| 
rich themſelves and profit the whole world. Ir was well done of | 
; them that they employed themſelves in Merchandize, tranſporting 
| by land the commodities of one place to arother for the common | 
| good, and their owne convenient maintenance, . 
| Buying, ſelling, traffiquing, tranſporting of commodities from —_—_— 
place to place are neceſſary ations, withour which the inhabirants of | 1jc 
the world cou!d not partake of each orhers bencfirs, nor ſupply each | 
others wants, and ſo ſhould not be knit together in ſo neere bonds; | 
| but bythis meanes the ſeverall parts of the world or of any Nation, | | 
doe interchangeably communicate whatſoever neceſſary or delight-! 
full rhing they have either to other. | 

The morepitry it isto ſee men fo beſotted with pride and vanity, | 
| that they thinke it a braver and gayer life to live idling at home and 
| following baſe paſtimes, then to give themſelves to acommodious| 
| and ſerviceable imployment, But certainely, no calling nor paines in 
' any calling can ſo much diſ-becomea man, or reproach and abaſe him | 
; before God and men, that are not charmed with the ſame witchcraft 
| that themſelves, then this of having no calling. Better a mender of | 
\ſhooes then have nothing to doe, better þe the meaneſt member of 
'the body, then a boyleor ulcer,ſuchas the idle man is. | 
| Butlet men thar profeſſe the name of Chriſtians, look to themſelves ; 
chat they ſhunne the vices with which mans corrupt nature doth pol- | 
 Jutetrading and Merchandize in refpe& of many particular abuſes. 
' Make not riches the endof your labour, ſo ſaith Salomon, Lahour pot | pro,.;, |} 
| to be rich, ſhunne all injuſtice in your dealing, thunne greedineſſe of 
 gaine thar makes one troubleſome to all about him, and uſe juſtice, 
| equity, and moderation. Buy as if thou boughtſt nor, ſell as though 
thou ſoldſt not. Uſe the world as not abuſing it, and then the fol- 
lowing of an honeſt trade doth leade you as readily to Hea-| 
ven as thoſe callings that carry a more glittering ſhew in the 
;world. - | 
| Further,we muſt conſider their buying of Toſeph, here we muſt ſpeak | Buying and 
alittle of thatcuſtome of buying and ſelling men, how ir may ſeeme |{{linz of men, 
[to have come into the world. It may ſeemeto have entered cither by | ci. S | 
, Ooaxs Watre, | 0 
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| warre, or clſe by debt; In warre the conquering fide, that had the. 
' conquered in their power, having ſaved their lives, did make their 
| perſons ablolute flaves unto rhemſelves, making this law too, that 
| the children which they ſhould begert ( bond-men and bond-women } 
| mixing together ) ſhould be alſo bond-men, So came the greateſt | 
number of flaves, men yeelding themſelves in battell, made rhem- 
ſelves ſervants for ever. But it may ſeeme, tha: debt was another 
\ cauſe, when a man did owe more then he could pay, his perion and 
his children became the creditors ſervants, that he might ſatisfic by 
labour what he was not able otherwiſe, {oit came in. , 
| neſt, Is itjuſt or notto buy and ſcll and keepe ſervants ? | 
| The iullice off 1] Anſwer, at firſt fight, it ſeemes harſh to uſe reaſonable crea- 
= tures like horſes, and to make merchandize of our owne fl-th; bur 
God allowing his people 1ſ7ael to have ſervants, and buy and ci! 
'them of any ſaving their owne nation, doth evidently thew the law- 
fulncſſe of it ; for it would not ſtand with his juſtice to atiow them a 
thing unlawfull. 
| Againe, when S Part teacheth maſters how to uſerheir ſervants, 
{and doth not command to manumit them, it is evident that it is Jaw- 
| full to have, and therefore alſo to buy and [ell ſervants. But ir is a ' 
{very commendable thing in Chriſtians, that they have as it were by 
'a common conſent, laid downe this cuſtome of boni-lervice, and 
{left irtothe Turkes and Pagans. So inthis the Mercl;ans offended 
[nor, but ifthey did by any meanes perceive thar 7oſeph was afree-man, | 
as no doubt they did by his manner of carriage towards his brethren, | 
then they did greatly offend in buying and felling him. Ifir be afinne | . 
[to buy ſtolne goods if one knew them to be ſuc, much more to buy | 
and fell a free man (it one have any probablc reaſons to declare his | | 
; freedome) as if he were a {lave, but it is uſuall with Merchants to. 
| buy any thing thar promiſeth gaine, withour conſideration how 
juſtly ir be come by ofrhem that ſellit, of which be you tradeſmen | 
| ; warned, for rhinke you what you pleaſe of ir, ir is a fearefnll finne, 
| and makes you partakers of the {ame unjuſtice which was found in the 
{cller. 
So much of the Midianitiſh merchants that did bring 7eſeph 
'to Egypt. Now of thoſe with whom he had occaſion to converſe 
1n Fgypr. | | 
Potiphar, | Firit, his maſter tat boughthim, he was a man of principallplace 
tnx. fi and command in Fgypr, his rame was Potiphar, his office was, Prince 
of the ſlaughterers, as the word tgntfies, as we would call him, Cap- | 
| zaine of the Gaurd,, Princes of old have had about thein, even men 
[that attended them continually, as to defend them, ſo to doc execu- 
tion upon ſuch as themſelyes appointed to dic. Such mer. had need} 
; | of a diſcreet, and prudent and ſtout man to be their Carraine ; rhis 
| office was put upon Zſephs maſter; it may ſeeme by his carriage thar 
| | hewas a manof an indifferent-good nature, we will note his faults, his 
| good deeds, his crofles and his benefits, | : 
( For 
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_. Forhis faults. Firſt, it carrieth a ſhew of a fault at leaſt, that having Ms Erulcs, 
gotten a truſty ſteward, and finding him both faithfull and profpe-' Cap.29: 6. 
rous, he gave himſclte wholly over to his caſe, and rooke account 7 Fee 3% 
or care of nothing bur of his diet. He would not appoint 79/4ph what © 1 over ry is. 
proviſion to make for his belly, himſelte would looke to ti;ar, ro her ol 


nothing elſe he would lJooke, So it may ſceme he was as weufeto | * 
terme ſuch perſons, a very belly-god, that tookerhought for nothing | ; 
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bur good fare. If he had not beene too much given to his pallar, he, 
would have left rhe matter of his tabling to him as well as other things, / 
bur that he which would brooke none other thoughts, would him- 
{elfe have an eye to his meate, it is a very probable proofe, thar he | 
was too great atriend to his belly, andover-loved fine and dainty fare. | 
! A man of place might have found ſome higher and nobler bufineſſe 
wherein to have imployed his freedome from domefticall cares, then 
abour the kitchin : but ſuch an epicure was Potiphar, that his mind | | 
ſoared lirtle higher then a beaits doth, to pleaſe his rooth and pamper | 


>, 

his fleſh with Jeljcacies. | 
And I pray you bethere not many gentlemen Potrphars, thar leave | | 
all other affaires at randome, and overſce nothing burrhat they may | 
fare well, Men of great ſtate have little elſe to doe, and will haye 
little elſe but to cram themſelves; and ſhew themſelves good tren- | | 
cher-men. Buſineſſes of any moment they neicher doe,notwill know | ; 
how to doe, but ſtuffe themſelves with good vicualls, and ro get | 
them a ſtomacke is the maine matter of their life, that they may eare | | 
| 

] 


a better meale, and digeſt it betrer. Such as give rhemſclves to live | 

in pleaſure on carth, and nouriſh themſelves as in a day of ſlaughter, | Jams. 5,1. 
are bidden by S.7ames to howle and weepe for the miſerics that ſhall | 
, come upon them, bur for the'moſt part they be growns ſo brawny- 
hearted, that they would but laugh art Chriſt himſe!fe if he ſhould | 
bid them weepe; yetifany amongſt you be ſuch that cares for no more 
butto give himſelteoverto ſports and feaſting, ler him ſee how bruriſh 
he hath made himſelfe, and beſurethat Heaven is fill ſhut againſt D-. 
veſſes, and Hellis ſtill open to receive them. 

Next, I ſhould thinke ir a reaſonable exhortation to you that be 
Chriſtians, thag if you have leiſure or freedome from other worldly 
cares, you would beſtow your time better then this Agyptian, in 
ſome profitable ſtudy, in reading chiefely the Scriptures, and in a 
\large beſtowing your ſelves on exerciſes of piety, and then in other 
fit knowledge, or knowledges whereby you may be better able rodoe 

your countrey ſervice with comfort to your ſelves, you muſt account 
{with God for time. If an idle word muſt come under a reckoning, 
ſure other no leſle idle waſting of rime fhall not be flipped over. 
Live as thoſe thatknow there is a God, that he will call them to judge- 
ment, that ill and urprofitable ſpending of time ſhall goe for a 
\{crime. No man forbids you good fare, and a convenient meaſure of 
recreation by lawfull fports, but tro make your lives nothing elſe 
but a chaining of breakefaſt, dinner, ſupper together, with the linkes 
| of 
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| of divers kindes of ſportes, if this be not a ready way to Hell, I pro- 
'fefſe I cannor find any in Scripture or in nature, that will bring men | 
\thither, doe you think that our Saviour ſpake the Parable of the rich | 
olutton In vaine 2 | 
But another fault 'of his was, that he beleeved his wives cunning 
 {lander againſt his ſervant 7ofepr, and was ſo wrath, that inſtantly he | 
caſt him into priſon, very likely without calling him, or at leaſt . 
patient hearing him to an{wer for himſelfe. Shee accuſed Toſeph to | 
have inticed her and offered to raviſh her, the man belceves 
| hiswite, is in fierce wrath againſt innocent 7oſeph, and impriſons 
him. | 
It isa faultto receive arepor tor accuſation againſt any man with full 
beleete, ſo as ro ſuffer wrathto ariſc againſt the perſon accuſed, untill. 
'a man have well weighed rhe matter, and giventhe man acculcd leave. 
to uſe all the good wayes ot clearing himiclte. And by how much | 
the faulr 1s the greater wherewith any one 1s charged, by ſo much : 
ealinefle to belecye ir, and an over-ſpeedy interraining of the accu- | 
ſation is more blame-worthy, becauſe it ſhewes lefſe charity, for a 
common imperic&ion is very likely to be tound in the beſt men, bur 
we muſt ſee cauſe ro ſuſpect him of great naughtineſle, concerning + 
' whom we bclecve a grievous accuſation. It was Sarls faultalſoro | 
| be open earcd unto fall acculers, indeed the conſideration of the 
| perſon accuſing, a wite, her manner of doing itinſ{uch a bold, and , 
 withall ſubtill faſhion, faigning her ſelfe to be ſo vexed arthe indig- | 
[nity, that her ſervant ſhov!d offer ſuch athing to her, and then the | 
'fight of his coat in her hand left there, as others that came in at her ; 
[cry would witneſſc juſt upon his going our. All theſe mitigated his | 
fault, bur did not wholly excuſe it; for hee ſhould have conſidered 
'how faithfull 1oſeph had ſhew'd himſelfe, and how vertuous, and | 
ſhould not have conceived that he would ſo ſoone haveturned ſo del: | 
perately evill,as to have offcied violence to his miſtris. 


' 


| Beyou therefore humbled, if any of you have beleeved and beene 

angry with, and puniſhzd fo much as you could, another for a fault ! 
; wherewith he was wrongfully burdened, it the end or iſſue make it | 
 appeare the party was innocent, though the perſon accuſing, and man- ; 
'ncr of accuſing may extenuate the fqulr of your credulity, yetit cannot | 
utterly take it away. | 
And now learne to uſe both eares, afore you credit a report or | 
'accuſation againſt any whoſe courſe hath beene vertuous and com- / 
' mendable, though it come even from a wife or perſon very neere. | 
Indeed a man whoſe knowne evill carriage doth give it ſelfe for a | 
very probable argument of his eviitineſle, hath no wrong if a pro- 
| bable though not all our true narration be beleeyed againſt him, - but. 
It is a great fault to credit a lewd tale againſt a 79ſeph. Search tho- 
'rougly into ſuch accuſers and acculations, and be not angry art firſt, 
' forthat will hinder a man from being indiffcrent in ſearching out the 
truth ofthe matter. 
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| gardener doe not fare the better for it, and an arrant ſhame for the ma- 


{vidence, as to be provided of theſe houſhould inftruments, good and 


| ſhould not maſters reward their paines ? Nothing but worldly-min- 


Gu N. Shechem, Jamor,&c.C n a Þ. 34.,&c.| 


You ſee Potiphers faults, feehis good deedes. | 
| Firſt, hee marked rhe Faithfulneſle of his ſervant, and his good. 
ſucceſle in all things, and accordingly both loved, truſted, and pre- 
ferred him in his houſe, Ir is a point of wildome in any manto ſhew 
due loveand reſpe& to a faithfull and profperovs ſervaur, as after rhe 
Govetnour of the priſon did, and as Laban did betore, To fee this: 
is a point of diſcretion, but to like and reward ir, adds juſtice ro dif-! 
cretion, vertue would be noted in the meaneſt condition, and where 
it is ſeene it is worthy to be honoured, eſpecially in a ſervant, by 
whoſe vertues a mans eitate is ſo greatly furthered. Ir is a wrong to 
ones ſclfe and to all maſters, not to cheriſh good behaviour, by 
ſhewing good liking, and giving good reward, Therefore God 
commanded the maſters to impart to their ſervants when they ſer 
them free, ſome good part of the ſubſtance wherewith God had 
bleſſed them under their labours. And' Salomnp ſaith, that as bee 
that tendeth the fig-tree ſhall eate of its fruits, ſo hee that attendeth on 
his maſter ſhall come to honour, . It is a ſhame for the fig-:ree if the 


ſer if a diligent ſervant reape notbenefit from him. | 

If any of you maſters have beene barren- fig-trees to your faithfull 
ſervants, confeſle it to be a fanlt of unjuſtice, and a kind of ingrati- 
eude, afruit ef niggardize and ſelfe-love, and a juſt cauſe to provoke 
God to give you ſuch wicked ſexvants, as may become a plagueto 
ſuch ſorry and pinching maſters. The Holy.Ghoſt bids-us 4ve zo ſer- 
wants that which is juſt and equall; and to recompetice a man well tor 
his paines and fidelity, 1s a point of equity. Hee that will not re- 
quite a ſervant, doth bur ſeeke himſelfe, nor exerciſe vertue, if hee 
ſceme ready to require his equals and ſuperiours; he would be as 
{lacke towards them as to his ſervants, ifhe did not cither feare ſome 
lofſe, or expe ſome gaine from them; learne of Chriſt to be good 
maſters, nay learne of Pot1phar. | p 

And if any of yon have beene ſo much favoured by the divine pro- 


fairhfull, and every way vertuous, ler them afford them all encou- 
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ragements by all good uſage. You know how much it concernes an 
Artificertoget a good, and itrong, and fit toole, no leſſe needfull is 
a prudenr, diligent and truſty ſervant. Conſider now that which 
Potiphay could not confider, that in Teſus Chriſt there is neither boyd | 
ner free, the menning is, thar Chriſt will not reſpe& men more or lcfle | 
in reſpe of grace or ſalvation, becauſe of their being maſters or 
bond-men : therefore ſeeing God will reward a fervantsgraces, why | 


dedneſſe will oppoſe this exhortation, and none but very worldly | 
minded men will negle& it, 


Another thing to be liked in him is, that he did but impriſon Toſeph 
and not fake away his life ina rage, conſidering what was the crime and 
who the accuſer. | 
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| It is a good thing even in unjuſt puniſhing, yet to obſerve ſome 
moderation, ſo as not to proceed to capitall blowes, till time of re{- 
pight have becne taken, to take more thorough notice of the 
|<. matter. And it is probable that Potiphar had a little kind of paci- 
n—_— towards Toſeph, becauſe he proceeded nor after to greater 
evcrity. | 
| Learne you to pit ſome time betwixt the accuſing and utmoſt pu-| 
| niſhing, that truch may have leaſure to cleare it ſelfe, and ſee how 
monſtrouſly cruell many of ours be, that will kill in a rage ( and 
not onely. be angry) for thar for which their owne more ſober 
thoughts would account even a blow to be an over-meaſure of pu- 
niſhment, | 
| Theſeare the faults and good deedes of Potiphar, | 
x7: bollefice. His benefits were very great bur all temporall. Hee had an ho- | 
Hee had an | Nourable office about the King, he had riches and proſperity in his 
honourable | outward eſtate, and that in abundance, Hee lighted upon a wiſe and 
—_ faithfull and diligent ſervant, who bcing his Steward, ordcred all his 
bufinefſes ſo well, that Gods bleſſing attended him in all things. So he | 
E had dignity and wealth, and an exccllent ſteward, 
1- You ſee that theſe common benefits are caſt upon Heathen men, 
[and rhercfore be exhorted not to ſet your hearts upon them, nor to | 
ſatisfie your ſelves in them, but to ſecke the Kingdome of God 
and its righteouſneſlſe, and to -eſteeme of theſe rhings but as 
oe vantage, not the _principall bargaine, as moſt times men 
OC. = | 
Andſccing the having of theſe things doth not difference you from | 
"\unſanRified men, ler the uſing; uſe them nor alone for your owne 
credit and carnall content, but for the common good, and for rhe 
releete eſpecially ofthe poore Saints. Have them ſo as not to be pufc 
'up by them, nottotruſt in them, not to account your ſelves one whit 
the better men or women for them; have them fo as to be thankful 
.for them and ready ro part with chem, and the ſ@ having them will 


L /prove you true Chriſtians, and that theſe outward things are 
| 'piven you in favour, as a reward of goodneſſe and an inſtrument 
| (of it. | 

His crofſes, | . Now among theſe many benefics, this man had one heavy croſle, 


woman to his | 4 0H « 
[nike 'alewd woman to his wife, an adulterous woman, that was ſoimpu- n 


dent as to ſolicit his ſervant to commit folly with her, and then ſo 
graccleſſe as to accuſe him falſely to her husband, and ſo cauſe himro 
deprive himſclfe of one of the greateſt benefits he had, even anexcel- ' 
lent ſervant. .. | | | 
'..; Iris the lot of many men to be croſſed in their wives, amonelt | 
| other crofſes, ſome have lewd women, impudent, falſe, crafty. | 
| They on whom God hath laid this crofſe,muſt labour to beare ir qui- 
E |etly, they ſuffer none other things then many before have ſuffered 
| and fall ſuffer hereafter. Croſſes mult be made as cafic as is poſſible 


by | 
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_ had alevd bur it was not heavy to him becauſe he did not know of it. Hee had 
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(bythe patient bearing, chafing, raging, vexing will not diminiſh | 
'our miſery bur increaſe jr, Bur thoſe that, have better wives, muſt 
[teantons prize thar jewell and to be thankefull, and to beare with 
common weakeneſſes, which no women nor menare free from, becauſe | 
the Lord hath not laid the worſt crofle upon them by ſending them 
yoke-fellowes of the vileſt qualitits. And ſo much for Potiphay, 
Now for his wife, ſhee was a moſt wicked woman, of her good 
deeds we reade nothing, ofher naughtineſſea great deale, Theſe were | Nogood in 
her faults. os. -_ " 
Firſt, ſhee was a lewd, adulterous woman, not contented with | ._$hce was an 
her owne husband, but giving her eye leave to wander upon the | adulrerous wo. 
| comelineſſe of a ſervant ofher husbands. 2 mn 
| | Secondly, {hee was impudent and earneſt in her filthineſſe, would | a. Impudene 
[take no nayin her uncleane ſuire, but ſolicited 7oſeph agiine and a-| pi carncitin 
. EE 0 | ; -  filthinefle, 
[ gaine though he ſhunned her company, and at laſt watching her time| - 
to g=rhimalone before he knew of ir,ſhe grew to that outragious bold- 
nefle in luſt, as to lay hold on him and offer him as much visleace as 
2 woman could offer aman, catcheth him by the garment, and is nor 
aſhamedro pull him to her, and intreate him to lie with her, holding | 
him fo fat that he had no way lcftto be rid of her but to leavethe gar- 
mentin her hand and get him our of the roome. 
{ Thirdly, ſhee was a moſt malicious woman, turning her inordinate | z-Moſt mali- 
love and luſt inco bitter hatred, and reſolving to ruinate him by ſubtil- | ©?* 
ty,whom ſhce was vyot able to overcome by enticements, for feare 
it may be that he ſhould diſcover her wickedneſle, ſhee prevents him 
| with falſe accuſations, and being fitted with a ſudden occaſion her 
' naughty wit doth quickly apprehend it, finding himſelfe gone, his 
| garment left,ſhee crics out aloud,as if ſhe had ſome force offeredto her,| 
and when company came ruſhing in at the out-cry, ſhee ſhewes his gar- 
ments, and with a fained rage, ſaies, hee hath brought tn an Hebrew, 
which name was odious among the Xgyptians, and ſo having laid a 
crafty foundation far her malicios deſigne when her Lord comes 
home, ſhe ſhewes him thegarment and accuſeth him in the ſame fa- 
ſhions that he came into her and offered to commit villany with her, 
but when ſhee cried he haſted away leaving his garment for haſte, Here 
is laſt, here is impudencie, here is wilfnllneſle in luſt, here is bitter ma- 
liceand cauſcleſle, here ts ſubtilty and great craft, here is lying and 
ercat falſchood. $ 
O let all women and all men beware of theſe finnes; beware of loo- 
king upon a handſome body and a faire face with a luſtfull eye; be- 
ware of nouriſhing luſtfull defires; beware of impudency and ſhame- 
leſnefſe; beware of alluring, enticing, almoſt compelling men to 
. |lewdneſſe; beware of hating thoſe whom you cannot win to be fin- 
- |full; beware of lying, falſe acculing, laying ſhares to intrap men in and 
crafty and bold-bearing out of lies; and beware of going on till in fin 
and carrying it out with an high hand. This &gyptian Lady thar 
knew not God, might caftly runne into ſuch abhominations, and it + | 
| P pÞ | no 
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nowonder that Satan could draw one of his owne ſlaves to dee this | 
drudgery, bur let none of thoſe that know and profeſle to feare | 

Godproſtitute themſclves to lewdneſle,malice,lying,and guile, 

"  Gkeheedof giving your ſclves leave to be wanton; the 


womanthar proſtitutes her body will ſoone 
become full of all other 
VICES, 
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27 Eforc I ſpeake of Joſeph, ſome thing muſt be | pp.racts Bur 
S\ noted of a few more with whom he lived and lr and Baker 
J had occaſion of commerce. Firft, the But- | 
Zy lerand Baker of Pharaoh, in whom wee may | 
| \&y take notice. 1. Thatthey were both Officers | | 
| N' to a mighty King. 2. That they both did | 
| # | | offend or ſeemed tooffend their King. 3. They | 
} both were impriſoned. 4. Thar they both | 
| | => dreamed true dreames, ſomewhat like in ap- | 
pearance but quite contrary in fignification, Laſtly, thac they felt ! 

| 


the effe&t of their dreames, and that the But'er was forgetfull of | 
Toſeph a great while but at laſt remembred him. So wee | 
have their good deeds, their bad deeds, their benefits, their | hp 


croſles. m"_ 
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of ern fernnm_ — cn m—— VETS 
k :.Fhey baxe \ The good deeds &of both are that fo farre as wee ſee they bare | 
; cheirmpriſon- rheix impriſonment patiently and cheerefully,for Toſeph witneſſeth rhar 
ment patient| rhey had nor beene (ad in former time, when he found their counte- ; 
ly. | Nance heavy for want of aninterpreter of their dreames, ſaying, why | 
 Gen.40.7- | are you ſo ſad today, intimating that rhey wonted not to be ſo. There 
| is acertaine naturall cheerefullneſſe rhar will beare a man out in com-. 
mon croflcs, ſuch as impriſonment and make them merry, even. 
though they lic by ir, and be in ſome danger of death as theſe. This 
is athing that lookes like vertue, but he that our of naturall wiſedome 
| is Cheercfull is morally vertuous, he thar is ſo our of the ſighrof Cod. + 
and the innocencies and quietneſfe of his conſcience, is religious. . ' 
Labourto get ſo much grace as to prevaile more with your felves,then 
an Heathen man, evento beare all croſſes with an undcje&ed coun- : 
revance, let nor calamities make your lookes heavie. Indeed if we 
give cur ſelves to gricve for our {innes upon occaſion of our crofles, it 
[15 commendable, bur fadnefſe at a crofſe bewrates weakeneſſe of 
judgement, becaule it is a booteleſle maceraring of ones ſclte, and ma- 
| king himſclfe more miſerable then elſe the crofſe could make him, It. 
; ES is true, God hath ſcrgricfe amongſt our affeftions, rhat it might ſome-. 
what quicken us to thunne crofles and to feeke an iſſue our of them, 
{and ſuch quantity of griefe as is requiſite for that end, may well be 
- {entertained, though it ſwell not fo big asto write it ſelfe upon our 
\cheekes and countenance. 4 
But theſe rwo men whom impriſonment could nor make to change 
| countenance, yer became ſad when they wanted interpreters of their ; | | 
| dreames. It was one of the waies by which the Lord was pleaſed | 
' to reveale himſelfe in thoſe times, this was a divine dreame offered | 
'unto each of them by God of purpole to finiſh the thing he hadinten- | ' 
| ded abour 7oſeph, and hence they cannot be cheerctull will chey know 7 
'the meaning of the dreame. | 
| Tobe heavie when we want fir meanes of making us underſtand | 
that which much concernes usto know, is not blame-worthy. It thele | 
| wereſad for wantofa fit Interpreter of dreames, how much more caule | 
have they to be ſad that want ai Interpreter of Gods Word unto theme | 
; Did they as well know the needs of knowing the Scrip: ures, as theſe 
| , knew the want of an Interpreter, they would be ſad upon a juſter oc- | 
caſjon. Butit may ſeeme much that we meete with interpreters of 
dreames, yet itis likely, nay certaine, that rhere were ſome which un- | 
| dertooke that office, asthere were that exerciſed other curious arts. 1 | 
| ; ſuppoſe that God who gave dreames to fome, gave thento others the | . ] 
|  knowtedge of interpreting of dreames, and hence the Divells imita- | 
' ting God did fethis \dolatrous Prielts a worke to doe the ſame thing, 
and kencethe Interpreters of dreames among the Gentiles, Ir was | 
| not to be diſcommended but rather approoved intheſe men, that ha- | 
, ving had dreames, they would have fought to the Interpreters, and | 
| were fad that their opportunity ſerved them not. How much more | 
\ ſhould we iceke ro thoſe that can teach us better things, and are | 
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| jewels in his apparell ; whoſoever defireth to be had in good account, 


Sts, _P 


appointed for that purpoſe and even be ſorry that wee want ſuch 
helpes 2 I 

Bur another thing commendable is, that they deſpiſed nor 7oſephs 
either youth or meane condition, but open their dreames. And indeed | 


ſelves. TItisa matter of neceſſity, for a great Officer in priſon to car- 
'ry himſelfe affably and ſociably to a poore youth attending in the pri- 
| ſon, butro be affable to meane perſons when preferment and liberty 
| mecte together, that is a point of morall vertue ar leaſt, It is more 
beautifull in a great mans carriage, then any jewell or multitude of 


let him ſhew forth this vertue. "TY 

Another good a&t we have in the chiefe Butler, that when he was 
put in remembrance of 7eſeph by the falling out of the dreame of 
Pharach, and the inſufficiencie of the other Wiſe-men to interpret,then 
he did a good officeto his King (though I cannot callita good office 
[ro Toſeph as he did it) even to informethe King of it, and bring Toſephs 
ability ro light, and make this gift of his ſerviceabje to Pharaoh in this 
| exigent. | 
| They doe a good office to a King or any other man, who helpe 


' vice for them, and who certific thoſe with who 
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'themto men of commendable ſufficiencies to dogihny neceſſary ſer- 
ey live what be- 


'nefits themſelves have received by another, that dthers may receive 
the like benefit in the like neccflity. All men ſhould be ſo charitable 
to their neighbours,asto commend unto them the ſpring from whence 
themſclves have dranke refreſhing waters. 


Butſeethe faults oftheſe men, firſt they both ſeemed to have com- 
mitted ſome treſpaſſe (ſome matter of treaſon likely it was, becauſethe 
one died for it, and the other ſhonld have died had he beene found 
| guilty) you ſee how dangerous athing it is to commit treſpaſſes againſt 
| a Soveraigne King by any kinde of treacherous attempts or carriages, 


yeaſo muchas 4 or word, for this is ſuch athing as indange- 


reththe offendor botWin liberty and life. Thereforc S«lomon warneth 
us notto meddle with ſeditions,and telleth us, that the wrath of a King is 
| like the roaring of "a Lyon, and that whoſoever ſinneth againſt him, ſinneth 
| againſt his owne ſoule, It may beta]l an innocent man ro be ſuſpeRed of 
this crime, as here it may ſeeme the Butler found by experience, but it is 
' needfull rhat we carefully ſhunne the crime, though we cannot ſhun the 
' ſuſpition. Feare God and honony the Kine, letyour hearts be ſubdued to 

his Majeſty,and your tongues and much more your hands. Doe nothing 
; by which you may ſinneagainſt him, or cauſe himto be wroth againſt 
\you. Kings arealittle Modell of Gods Soveraignty, he hath made 
them his deputies, S.Petey calleth them#he Supreame, S.Paul thehigh- 
' er Powers. How ill ſpeed had Abſalom, and Shebab, and Bigtam,and Ze- 
'reſh,and others that attempted againſt Kings? Learne to be duly ſubjeR 


| unto them by whom the God of Heaven dothas it were keepe his 
Pp poſſeſſion? 


2, They deſpi- 
ſed nor 26[epbs 
yourh or 


this is athing which adverſity will worke men even of high ſpirits un- | meane con- 
to, notto deny familiarity unro thoſe that be farre mcaner then them. | 410n- 


Their faults, 
1, They both 
ſcemed to 
commit ſome 
trelpafle, 
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| The Butlers 
ſpeciall fault 
the torgetting 


of 7ofeph. 


Their croſie, 
They were 
both impriſo» 
ned, 


| it hathchoaked and'confumed all charity. Ir is a moſt disbecomming 


| vid did his owne fault in a third perſon; forget not to blame your 


The Example. of GCuna P.34,&c,) 
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poſſeſſion of the world; Hitherto their common faults. |» 

Now the ſpeciall fault of theButler was forgetting of Toſeph,though 7o- 
ſeph had beſought himto remember him,fignifying alſothe wrong that 
he had in being brought cither as a flave into the coumrey, or asa pri- 
ſoner into that place, but the words'of 7ofeph vaniſhed, and the chiefe 
Butler had quite forgotten him whom he left inpriſon,now that him- 
{clfe wasgotten out of priſon. So is the guize of men, when themſelves 
haveeſcaped croſſes, they remember not to be helpfull to others that 
are in like calamity, yea though they have becne beholding to them 
in the timeof their miſcry, and have found them inſtruments of great 
comfort in their miſery, This is an unthankfull kinde of unmercifull- 
nefle, itis a compound of two faults, want of pitty and want of grati- 
tude. 


em 
OC __—_—— 


[ pray if any beguilry of this fault, let him not forget it now, - but 
being pur in minde of it by the hearing of alike offence in this Officer 
of Pharaoh, let him fee irrobe as bada vice in himſelte, as at the reading 
of it hecannot chooſe but judge it in this Courticr. Had he ſeene ſo 
much ſerviceableneſſe,ſo excellent skill info hidden a thing as interpre- 


found him ſotrue an Interpreter, as that all things came to paſſe accor- 
ding to his word, and was he not worth once thinking of for a whole 
| yeares ſpace together £ Sure he was glutted with his owne proſperi- 
ty,thatinall choſe daics could nor find in his heart to caſt one thought 
backe againe to the priſon, and thinke of the wrong done to that ſo 
worthy ayoung man,who both miniſtred unto him in priſon and fore- 
told his deliverance out of priſon. 
This forgcrfullnefle of a manto whom we have becne indebted in 
miſery, is atcſtimony that ſelfe-love hath ſo abounded in him asthat 


| vice, itcauſcth hard cenſmes fromevery mouththar doth heare, he that 
hath praRiſed it in himſelfe cannotbut condemne it in another, as Da- 


{clves for having ſo forgotten. 

And now be taught to'uſe your memory verruonſly to remember 
thoſe that arein diſtreſle and under injuries, and thoſe that have ſuffe- 
red with you, and thoſethat have beene inſtruments of comfort to you 
in the common ſorrowes that befell both. Memory cannot be better 
excrciſed next after the remembrance of God and his benefits and our 


ting of dreames, and ſuch excellent parts in 7sſeph, and had himfclfe | 


ſinnes,then in remembring the miſeries of others, with whom once our.| 


own ſelyes were joyned inthe ſame miſery, and the kindnefles we have 
received of them in our miſcries. And ſo much of thefzults of theſe 
| MEN, 

Now of their croſſes, they both were impriſoned, and ſure impri- 
 ſonment 1s a crofle. To be limited to one chamber, to be denied the 
| common benefirs that bruit creatures enjoy, drawing in the freſh aire, 
|and a free beholding of Heavenand Earth, to want the benefit of ones 


{friends company, and be ſo reſtrained, that neither he can goeto them | 
W- - _-nor! 


—— 
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nor they can come to him, to have one wall, one chimney, onewin-| japriconmen: 
dow for his proſpect, andeither none or bur a few and thoſe diſconſo- | is a crofle, 
late perſons as himſelfe totalke withall, this is a croſle I ſay ſotedi- 
ous, as none can;judge of it but by experience, yet many perſons both | 
of high place and of great vertues have ſuffercd ir. | 
O now therefore let mee counſell youto be thankefull for liberty, 
and to praiſe God that hath nor laid youfaſt in ſome place of cuſtody, 
that hathſct you ar large and given you liberty to be with whomand | 
where youwould your ſclves, in your owne houſes, or in your friends 
houſes, or where you defire to be, where you have no doores 
locked upon you, no keeper -toſhut youinand let you forth, po con-. 
rroler to take you up with ſurly words, none to finde fault with you 
in that kinde, or to exa&t upon you. I ſay, thanke God for liberty | 
and know the benefit by having, which would ſeeme great unto you 


if you wanted lt, 


Arid ſecondly, uſe your liberty well, keepe your ſelves from 'ill 
company and ill courſes; runne not into places worſe then priſons, 
then when you beour of priſon. Moderate your ſelves in your free- 

; dome, that you may not be abridged of your freedome, eſpecially 

|take heede of running into ſuch crimes, as ſhould cauſe you to de- 

| ſerve impriſonment. Harmefull creatures are chained or tied up, ſo 

{ muſt harmefull men, let your bchaviour be ſuch, that you may nor | 

! inforce Governours to lay youfaſt, ler not Satan get you into his bon- | 

| dage,be not priſoners to your luſts, and in this ſence alſo Imay uſe Pe- | 

itcys words, Abuſe not your liberty as a cloake of malicionſneſſe, or as an al.$.23: 
occaſion to the fleſh, the abuſe of mercies doth forteit them and ad- 
deth bitternefle torhe want of them. If there be not a grofle fatneſle 
growne over theheart of a man, he will call co minde with anguiſh | 
box unbridled walking in his liberty that now is bound to one 
place, | 
| Bur howſoever, learne to prepare for impriſonment and for that 
| purpoſe keepe friendſhip with God in your owne conſciences, with | 
| whom you may comfortably conferre whenthe prilon doores be ſhut 
[ your other friends are kept out from you. And labour to getthe 
knowledge of the Word of God, the meditation of which may be 
\ſweete unto you when ſolitarincſſe would elſe caſt you into your 
i dumpes. He thar can powre out his foule to God in prayers and 
[in ſupplications and in thankeſgivings, may make his priſon com- 
fortable to him, he that can heare peaceable anſwers from his con- 
ſcience may ſing Pſalmes in rhe ſtockes, and he that can meditate 
of Gods Word can neyer languiſh with folitarineſſe, when he lieth 
under lock and key and that himſelfe alone alſo. 

And another croſle is to the Bakeralone, he loſt his life violently, | The Bakers 
diſgraccfully, and it may ſeeme deſervedly ; foron the third day the 
King tooke them borh out of priſon, and then putting them to triall, 
hanged the one and acquitted the other, reſtoring him to his 
place. 


vas hanged, 


| 
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| Todic anunnaturall, and ſhamefull and violent death is amilery, 
a crofle, a puniſhment, death at what doore ſoever ir catry a man | 
out of the world, is grimme enough to looke upon, bur to hale 4 | 
man out of the world by violence and diſgrace, makes his approach 
| more terrible. Nature hates its owne deſtruction, the ſoule and ; 
| body cannot well indure their ſeparation, but ſo much the leſſe 
| by how much the deſtruction is more violent, and the parting more 
' contumelious. | 
| Let us be thankfull ro God therefore that hath taken our friends } 
' out of the world by faire and naturall deaths, and let us abhorreand bf 
' ſhunne thoſe capirall ſinnes that pay cauſe the Lord to bring us into 
[the like miſery, and to pull us out ofthe world before our time, and | 
| | with much contempr alſo : and let us be alwaies ready not for death | 
\alone, but for ſuch a kind of death. A man is to brooke reproach 
{with death and as well as death. If onely maletaRors did fall in this 
| manner, it were our duty to care for no more but to prevent crimes, 
bur ſeeing the innocent alſo have beene oppreſſed, witnefſe above 
all exceptions, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his blefled Prophers and 
Martyrs, now it is requiſite for us to prepare for a violent death, 
onely praying to God that wee may nor pull it on our ſelves by our 
finnes, and then bearing it quictly, though it ſhould befall us with- 
out doing ill, and moſt comfortably if ic ſhould betall us for having 
done well. | 
Theirbnefits.|/ And fo muchfor the croſſes oftheſe men. Now their benefits. | 
I. They were . . by 
both in high | Firſt, they were both officers under a great King, enjoying places 
place undera |of honour, and like by too-( if they wanted not gvod husbandry ) of 
great King. [wwealth., | 
. To haye preferment and riches, or to be in the way of both, by 
attending upon a mighty Prince, is fuch an outward thing as men 
make great account of ; O how much more wortny a thing 1s itto 
be an attendant on God, and aſpeciall officer as it werein his Court ? 
They know not God and his ſervice, that cannot ſee an cxcellency in 
| |beingadmitred ſo neererto the King of Kings. 
2+ They had But ſecondly, they had in the priſon ancexcellent perſon to attend 
Zeſep | in |them, and one of ſuch endowments, that was ready by diligence to 
priſon, miniſter any thing unto them, and by wiſdometo adviſe, counſell and 
| informe them. | x 
|. Tris agrezt happineſſe in miſery to meete with a perſon able and 
\ready to comfort and cheere up a ſad heart by cheerefull ſerving and | 
(by hearty counſell. Hee is as happy as one can be in priſon, thar harh 
| a:Joſeph tobe with him or to waiteupon him; God can give this benefit 
'ro us, we muſt ſupplicate for it, and learneto make as great account of 
| ſuch in proſperity as in adverſity. 
| Now it might have beene tothe Baker a benefit, if his want of due 
| knowledge had not unfitted him to make it uſefull, that he had three | 
dayes warning to fit him for death. There is no man that canpromiſe 


himſclfc life for the ſpace of three dayes, but fo cafſy are we to —_ | 
| | FSFE... 
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and belceye promiſes of life to our ſelyes, unleſſe we ſee the time of | 
our life moſt incvitably determined, thar we will hardly ſet our | 
| _ to prepare heartily for death, unleſſe we be made to fee that | 

now before ſuch atime we muſt needes die, Butir is our duty to looke 


for thar, and walke prepared for it that may come cvcry houre, muſt | 
come within a ſhorttime; for what is the longeſt lite when once the | 
| 
| 
| 


| conclufton of it is come upon us. 


; Againe, it was a benefit ro the Butler, he both knew he muſt be | The Butlers 
| delivered, and was delivered our of priſon, and retured to his place of | <br: | 
| s H: both kneyy 


honour againe. | — Parvoangd 
To have a comfortable deliverance out of crofles is a benefir that | deuyered, and; 


| we can caſily diſcerne to be great, who doth not defire it, rejoyce in | i -1nercd 
| its pray for it and applaud others for it; Itis therefore agreat good- pho | 
'nefle of God to grant it, indeed if one have beene caught by ſome | 
' afflition through wrongiull meanes, when nothing worthy thereof 
| hath beene done by him ; it isa favour of Godto make his innocency 
| knowne, and ſo to grant him a happy eſcape, but howſoever it is 
'a mercy, But you ſee here it isa common mercy, be thankfull for 
| it, walke capable of it, by being ſuch as God hath ingaged himiclte 
; unto,to deliver them out of all adverſity. | 
| And moſtof all, make a good uſe of your crofles and deliverances | 
| both, thar you may be better after a crofſe, and rhar your deliverance | 
may dcliver you alfo from finne, Hze that getteth not ſome more | | 
| gracc in adverſity then he had before it came, and doth not uſc thar 
grace after to ſhew himſelfe to have profited by his croſſe, comes 
out of a crofſe none otherwiſe then a beaſt may ſcrambleout of aditch, | 
| and to ſuch an one a worſe thing ſhall befall afterwards. And ſo much | 
| for this couple. 
| Now weproceed to Pharaoh himſelte King of Ezypt, we confider in 
| him the ſame things, his good and bad deeds, the good and bad occur- 
; rents that befell him. F- 
| Firft for his good deeds, Pharaoh was indeed an Heathen and an| 752729 bis 
Idolater, but he ſeemeth ro have beene a man of good wiſedome | ice was wile 
and morall parts, the good deeds recorded of him in Scripture are | 94 had good 
theſe. Firſt, having dreamed a divine dreame, I meane a dreame \ 297 Pres: 
ſent to him of God for ſome ſpeciall purpoſe, he uſed all che waies | che, meanes he' 
he could to come to the knowledge of ir, and was much troubled | ge ing 
when he ſaw rhar he could nor attaine the interpretation of it. Fora | ne Ke og 
dreame was but a kind of riddle or {imilitude offered unto a man in | dreame. 
his ſleepe, which did darkely, and yet truely repreſent ſome truth, 
neceſſary for him to know. Indeed ſometimes God did appeareto 
his ſervants in dreames withour any ſuch darke and obſcure revela- 
tions, and in exprefle and plaine termes didtell them thethings which 
they were to know, as in the dreames of 4 bimel:chand of Abraham, 
but many times he appeared to them alone in {imilitudes, yet ſothar 
he made them know the meaning eafily, as in Toſephs dreames, and | 


in Zacobs dreame of the ladder, now ſuch an enigmaricall dreame being 
Pps5 _ offered! 
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| offered unto Pharavb, he ſought all meanes of getting the interpretation | 
of it: ſurely we ſhould much more ſecke to attaine the knowledge | 
of the Scripture, and deſire to have ſome to interpret the ſame unto | 
us where it is doubtfull and obſcure. And if we negle@ to ſecke the | 
meaning of it, we ſhall doe as much wrong to our ſelves as Pharaoh - 
ſhould have done to himſelfe, if he had fleighted this dreame, for j 
then ſhould his land have beene conſumed by famine as well as other | 
lands. Therefore ſince God hath appointed you his written word | 
for your inſtru&on in matters concerning ſalvation, asthen he plea- | 
ſed by dreames to reveale what hee ſaw fit unto men, ſee thar you 
ſecke to know the word of God as he ſought to know theſe dreames. 
Onely know this, that often the wiſe men and men of repute inthe | 
world, cannot tell you theſe things, bur ſome poore impriſoned 
and negleed Toſeph. This is Pharaohs firſt good deed, 
Ncex when he heares of 7ſeph he contemnes him not becauſe hee 
was a poore {crvant and of low degree, but is carefull to ſend for him 
: pore ſervant] and tro conſult with himzand by this meanes atraineth to the knowledge 
m_ lowde*! Ofthat which all his inchanters, wiſe-men,and diviners could not helpe | 
Joh,1.46. | him unto. | 
Surely it is a point of wiſecome not to ſlcight men becauſe of their | 
Then 1 | meaneneſſe, but without prejudice to conferre with them | 
if we heare good of them, 2nd to be ready to hearken to their wiſe | 
words. Can any go'd come out of Nazareth, {aith Nathariel, prejudice | 
againſt the meanes of Chriſts birth and education would have kept | 
him from Chriſt, if he had not followed Phrl;ps adviſe, who bid him 
come and ſee. It pleaſeth God to triumph over the folly of men, that 


2+ He contem-| 
ned not Zoſepb 
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| will meaſpre things by worldly greatneſſe, and to give them overts | 


' undoe themſclyes. In Teremies time the Prieſts and men of note were | 
| oppoſite ro him; ſo Chriſt was therefore neglected becauſe he was 
| the ſonne of a Carpenter. Take heede that you meaſure not menby | 
{their high place and worldly acconrements, God is often pleaſed ; 
to fleight grear ones and to reſpect the meaner: In this caſe learne 
| wiſcdome of Pharash and judge notby the appearance. | 
guanall wg Thirdly, when he ſaw the high wiſedome that God had given 
wiſzome hee | £0 Toſeph, he prefers him, and makes him chiefe ruler of his King- 
preferred hum. | dome next under himſclte, and commits into his hand the care of 
gathering corne in the yceres of plenty, to ſerve againſt the yecres of | 
| famine, 
| Oh how dcfirable a thing is it in Princes to commend mento high. 
| place for their worth ſake * And how happy is that nation, when | 
' not a mans Either friends, or money, or flattery, or ambitious infinu- 
ations of himſelfe, bur his parts, the abilities God hath given him,! 
and firneſſero diſcharge an high place, is the rule which the Prince 
' doth follow in advancing men* Ir ſhall procure a world of welfare 
tothe ſtare, and comfort tothe Prince, to whom the Lord giveth ſo 
; much wiſedome, as thus ro diſpence places of preferment. But I 


ſpeake to ſubjets, wee muſt be helpefull ro our Soveraigne Lord 
"PR : with\ 


—_— — 


y_ ——— > 


_—_— Do VERY I 


UREA”: 


UN 


Fa 


G "I ; Pharaohs Butler, cc, Cua P.34;&c ? 179. | 


with our prayers, that is all which our hands can reach unto. | 
yy A fourththingis, Pharaoh continued to favour 7oſeph all his lifelong, | 4 Hee conti-| 
| and for his ſake ſhewd great reſpe& unto his bretheren and to his | Rs 
Father, ſending for him willingly and faluting him curteouſly, and | lite long, and{ 
planting him and his in the fruitful place of his Kingdome, and fir. | favoured = 
teſt for cartle, even in the Jand of Goſhes. Thus it behoveth a good | ern for 
(King, yea and a good man, to fayour fill whom he hath begun de- | his ſake, 
; fervedly to favour, and for his fake to ſhew all good eſteeeme to his 
friends and kindred, ſo farre as they ſhew not themſelves unworthy 
4 to be favoured. Conſtancy in loving and honouring a worthy man 
| | becomes Kings, and largenefle of love, even a kind of royall love, 
beſcemeth their perſons and places, for a worthy ſervants ſaketo ad- | 
vance his Father, Bretheren and kindred. This isa right Kingly love, | 
and ſuch as can fort alone with men of ſuch high quality. Meaner | 
perſons want meanesto ſhew their favourable reſpett in ſuch a ſprea- | 
ding manner. Indeed to preferre unworthy | wes becauſe they | 
be of kinne to a man of great worth and much favoured, is not agree- | 
| ableto the rules of wiſdome; bur let them be men capeable of favour, | 
{and he doth not love a man thoroughly, that for his ſake doth not | 
alſo love thoſe that are neere unto him. And if Princes have 
ſuch a Princely love to their vertuous favourites, how much 
| more hath the living God to his « Theſc be things commendable in 
' Pharaoh. | : 
| - For his faults, God hath beene pleaſed to reveale none but that | pyis fules, 
common fault, hee continued an Heathen though he had a Toſeph | Hee continued 
in his Court, and highly preferred by himſelfe. Ir is a hard mar- | F, Fenen 
ter to get out of darkeneſie and to come into light, a divine ſpirit a 2oſeph in his 
_ joyne with the meanes, or elſe the meanes will prove inef. | Court. 
| fetuall. 
| Lervsprayto God to leadeus into the knowledge of his truth, or 
elſe we may live long with them that know it, and yet learne nothing 
of it, Iris in ournatureto ſettle our ſelves inthe religion of our fore. 
fathers, and not ro confider whether it be true and good, yeaor not. 
A kind of flitenefſe in matter of religion, doth raigne in the world, 
men will not be at the trouble ro examine that which they find in 
| |uſe, they will not hazard themſelves in croſſing the common-voice; 
{ſo they ſwimme downe the ſtreame, and runne jnto perdirion for com- 
'pany, Let us be carefull ro examine the things that we finde, and 
ſeeing God hath vouchſated ns the happy guidance of his word, 
+ [let us learne to try all things and hold faſt the good: Onely intrying we 
| muſt take heede that we be not of a kind of crofſe humour, that will 
i ſtrive to goe in a ſingle way, and will refuſe things upon fleight 
grounds, as if they were glad to find occaſion to goc alone. And fo 
much for Pharaohs faultstoo. Ln 
Now his proſperity was great. Firſt, God warned him of the |3 HZ >enei 
Famine before hand that hee mighe prevent the danger of it to his |him of thefa 
people : a great mercy to be made to underſtand evills long —_ _———_ 
| | | that ' 
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| po a manmay hide himſelfe from the evill of them, the wiſedome | 
of man can alone gueſſe of future things, and of ſome it cannot ſo 
much as guefſe. O how great fayour doth God ſhew to men when | 
he will lend them a little part of his Wiſdome, and tell them wha | 
miſchiefes are comming on the world. So God told Davia,how | 
Saul and the men of Keilah would have conſpired againft him, | 
Chiiſt foretold his Diſciples of the ruine of Jeruſalem, and made 
them able to ſave themſelves out of that deſtruion. Now wee 
muſt learne to eſtecme it a greater mercy, that we are forewarncd | 
of the evillto come in another world, and acquainted with the one- | 
ly meancs of flying from that unſufferable wrath. Let us be as 
carefull ro beleeve thoſe preditions and to follow that counſel for 1 
eſcaping the miſchicfe foretold, as here Pharaoh was to belceve 16- 
ſeph and totake his counſel], and then ſhall we as afſuredly eſcape 
the miſery of cternall deſtrution, as he and his Countrey eſcaped | 
the unhappineſle of Famine. 
FU gave him] A ſecond benefit, God gave Pharaoh a Toſeph, a worthy ſervant, 
a fairhfull and) 2 man of cxccllent Wiſdome and faithfullneſſe, fit for that high 
me in [honour of being Second to Pharach, who in all things behaved 
himſelfe as became a wiſe and godly man, The Lord cannet give | 
[a greater benefit to a King and a Kingdome, then by preferring a | 
FO ms by providing ſuch a man, and anclining the hearts of Kings | 
to favour ſuch; this is a mercy which our prayers muſt obtaine for | 
(our King and for our ſelves. Lord fend 7oſephs to the Court, and 
guide the heart of his Majeſty to love and aavance Toſephs. 
|; Hewsa | Athird mercy, hegrew exceeding wealthy and a mighty Prince, 
rich and migh- pofſeſſor in a manner of all the land of Zzypr, and had all the people | 
oy Panet | as his ſervants to plow the ground for him, ſo that he was arich anq 
[mighty Prince. But when Princes or other men become very great 
and high, many times their weakeneſſe and corruptions turne thar be- 
[nefit into a miſery and occaſion of much miſchiefe ; learne ſo to re- 
,ccive this benefit, as to be carneſt for grace, to uſe ir well that ic may 
[not turne to your deſtruction. 
Nothing ſzid | But of Pharaohs crofles we reade nothing, he was ſo proſperous a 
of tus crofles. | King, that no adverſe accident is recorded to have befallen him. 
| Evento eſcape great croſſes muſt be accounted a great mercy, and if 
;the Lord have cauſed any mans life amongſt us to runne with ſo 
,cven athreed as it were that no adverſity hath inrerrupted ir, -he ts ſo ! 
'totake notice of this metcy, asto take heed withali, that he flatter not : 
| himſelfe with vaine thoughts, as if he were therefore much in Gods | 
' favour, becauſe of ſuch immunity from outward evills. Not ſo, bur ! 
| we muſt ever remember that in the Pſalme, That the wicked ave luſty 
and ftrong, that they have no bonds in their death, and that they be - 
| not in adverſity as other men. | 
The Zgyptians, Hitherto of Pharaoh,now of the Agyptians, boththeland in gene- 
__ |rallandthechicfeofficers about Pharavb. ; 
| — The land of Zegyp? was a rich land and fertile, the Holy —_— | 
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| doth not ſpeake much of their idolarry in Gexeſis, Butinafter times | 
| chey were infamous for it,and there did 7ſrae! learne to be Idolatrons If 
| God leave apeople to themſelves, they will ſoone degenerate either 
' into prophanenefle and a meere contempt of Godor into falſe wor. 
| ſhip and Idolatry. How thankfull ought wee to be to whom the 
Lord hath pleaſed to reveale his truth and ro keepe us farre from 
worſhipping a falſe god or embracing a falſe n_— 

Bur we have an example of tome good in theſe Zzyptians, and a | 
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| orcat vertue it was they ſubmitred themſclves to their Governours | 
| with a very great ſubmiſſion. The Famine lay upon them, they 
| were Content to buy corne of 7oſeph for money, and when that fai- | 
led, to pawne their cattell, and when that meanes was gone, to 
| ſell their lands and themſelves, and did not rebell and with ſtrong 
' hand take corne ro themſelves, whirher Pharaoh and Tofeph would | 
| cox not. This was a moſt commendable thing in the Egyprians, they | 
| would rather ſell themſelves to the skinne, yea (ell rhemſelves and | 
all, chen they would tumulruouſly rife inarmes, make ſedition, take | 
'corne by force and ftrong hand, | 
' © that wecouid {ee our duty in theirs, and learne to ſubmir our | 
ſelves ſo conſcionably to our Governours, that nothing may drive | 
us to {cdition or rebeliion. A man might have brought great fhew of 
'reaſon, why the Egyptians ſhould have refuſed to fell themſelves and 
their lands,it he would have given leave ro wit and words ; but theſe | 
' menare content to itoope 1o farre;ratherthen to forget that they were | 
ſubjets. Why ſhould not religion make us able ro keepe our ſtomacks | 
downe from all diſfoyall praRtiſes, as well as nature raughr i; the | 
| Egyptians ? | | 

| Now for the faults of Zzypt, I have one to marke, it is ſaid, hey 

| were faint with famine, Gen 47.13. or mad with famine, ſo ſome 
tranſlate ir, and b<trer; great croſles put menalmoſt out of their wits, 
| and drivethem into a certaine kinde of fury they know not what tO | 
' doe, We muſt pray to God tor ſuch a meaſure of wiſedome and 
 paticiice, thar croſſes may not worke fo diſtemperedly upon us. 

' But another good deed. They ſhew themſclves very thankfall to 
| Zoſeph and acknowledged that he had ſaved their lives. Itis a good 
'thing to confefle the good we have received from others, and thanke- 
fully toacknowledge to whom we owe our lives or any great office of 
love. 
' Alſothe Zzypriazs had agreat croſle for they were utterly impove- 
' riſhed by famine. | 

' But they hadgreat benefits, Firſt, ſeven very plentifull yceres, and 
i ſecondly, amanof wiſdome that provided for them before hand, 
thirdly, a man of equity that made them tenants upon due and eaſie 

rates, 2/2, they paid the fifth part of their increaſe to Pharaoh and 

had foure parts to themſelves, rhen which what Tenant can defire a 
; more equall rent. Who could wiſh to have a better bargaine 2 So they 


had youſec an interchange of good and evill, as moſttimes the _ 
oth\ 
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doth pleaſc ro ſend unto the ſonnes of men, Ler us ſee our mercies 
| to make us more patient under our croſſes, and let us ſee our croſles 
ro make us more thankefull tor our mercies,and let not either paſſe from 
| us withouta good ule. 
Pharaohs ſer-) Now for Pharaohs Servants and Counſellours and Princes, we reade 
Rk 4 notof any envie they had againſt 7oſeph, but that they applied them- | 
ſclvesto him in all kindneſle, and ſpake to Pharaoh to ſuffer him togo | 

into the land of Caraaz to bury his Father, and accompanied hams | 
thirher with great pompe. He was an Hebrew, yer his graces and | | 
good carriage cauſed thattheyall loved and honoured him. | 

It is a commendable thing ſo to reſpe& excellent vertues, as notto 
be mooved with envie attheir proſperity whom vertue doth advance, 

yea to love, eſteeme, and honour them the more, becauſe they 
| have ſhewed themſelves worthy the higheſt dignities that 
have befalnethem. The Court of Cyr was filled with 
men of another temper then Pharaohs Court, How 
| didthey practiſe againſt Daxzels life through 
cnvie 2 Letus be liker the Zgyp- 

tian Lords here then 
the Perſian. 
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| p N T laft, we havepaſſed through the perſons 
| "a \..- chatlived with ſacob, and / ofeph, and now [ loſeph, tin | 
> Po - muſt ſpeak of himſelfe, Firſt in generall: | general 
FB ; Ioſeph vias.s godly man, full of Vertue, 
' | a> who began berimex Mew himſelf good, 
| © Þ& _ and conrinued fo to Bis laſt : for Kee was | 
| CIS - ſold into Zgypr.not Tong after ſeven- | Gen,37,28. 
[ 2) AS reeneyeeres of age; before then; he be-} 
| _ ganro walke holily., and God beganto _—_— god 
| , .___ _ __. reveale fature things, unto him by | note 
| 'Dreames (a ſigne of his ſpeciall favour and pa 9nd Hp Harte, his | berimes. - | 
} owne future proſperity andadvancement. The fame go Zdneflc con- | * 
A rinued ro hisend; for when he was about to dye, he gavecomman- IN | 
| dement concerning his bones,as the Author ro the Hebrews norerh. | Heb.11,22, 
.Oler us labour to be followers of ſo ggoda parterneas this: there ng rail 
1 'beeamongyou ſome young yourhs,of the age. of 1 I7. Or there- | tobe good he- 
3 \abonrs, 7oſephi age,, whenGod began to ſew himſelfe ro him, To | times, & why. 
[! 'yba lerme nfe che words of the Pſaliniſt, Come children, ltr me teach 
| zu the feare of the Lord, 4 | 
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Here is an example which will teach ito you, if you will follow 


may come to Gods Ordinances, and doe come, you have meanes tn 


{ make you good, andyour age bringeth wirh ir ro Church ſuch abj- 


licies of wit and memory, as are fitco be inſtruments of working 
Grace in your hearts. | 

Marke now, 1 will ſhew yot good reaſons why you ſhould apply 
your ſelves unto Godlineſſe, even fo early, and then I will ſhew 
you meanes by which you may be ſo. 

For the firſt, the Lord ſpeakerh co vonng men and ſaith, Remern. 
ber thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth, Loe God deſirerh ro have 
you come unto him in theprime of your ae. There be ſome per. 
ſons ſo young, that ſcarce any man wil! enrertaine them for his ſer- 
vants, for they be not ſufficient yer to doe ſervice + but God who 
entertaineth ſervants, not ro gaine by their ſervice , bur to make 
chem zainers, he will admit them into his houſe, and make them 
his ſervanrs, thar are willing ro be his Apprentices, as ic were art 


-, 8,9 yeeres, he rejeterh none, becauſe chey bee yer bur chil- 


dren : nay you ſhall ſee how defironche is tobe ſerved with ſuch, 
for when his diſciples prohibired thoſe that brought young Chil- 
dren, he reproved thery, and commanded to ſff*r young Children to 
come unto him, becauſe of ſuch, (meaning not alone of, rhoſe that be 
like young childree,, in humility , bur even of youn . Children 
theraſelves) © the Kingdome of Heaver, Why ſhould you be fo un 
willing to ſerve ſo great a Maſter, who is willing to accept you {5 
young into his ſervice? | 

A.aine, the Lord Jeſus in Baptiſme'harh made a Covenant with 
you, andtaken you into a Covenant with hiniſelfe, fo rhat you are, 
as I may ſo ſay, even bound unto him as covenant ſervants; doe 
not now prove run azates and breakers of your covenant. 

Further, the ſooner you rake Chriſts yoake upon you, he more 
grace you ſhall ver here, «ul che more Glor; hereafter, in thar 
you ſhall borh doe and receive more good, and avoid and ſhunne 
more. ſinnes, therefore ſer your ſelves to his ſervice as ſoone as 


arder willirt be for yoa to enter into it, for the continuance of 
finnes, as of ſores, doth make them more incurable. 

Further, your lite is uncercaine,, andit is a doubtfull thing whe- 
cher you ſhall continue in this World , cill old age or till middle 
age, make uſe therefore of the preſent time, which God dorh 
give you. 7 | 

And laſtly, Gop is as able and willing and ready to give 
Grace to you as to any other, yea, and hee hath ſer before 
your eyes, beſides the Example of 1ſaack and 7oſeph, and thar 
alſo of /efich a King, who beganto ſeeke God when hee was not a- 


TT 12\eares old. 


The Example of Cuav. 39 JC. | 


it: I beſeech you to begin berime to cnterraine true piety; you are 
not ſo young, but that God can worke grace in your hearts; you 


ſible. Contrarily, che longer yov tarry out-of his ſervice, the | 
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rer the better; it ſhall never repenr' you'to have gone before 0- 
thers in well doing : now let mee tcll you how you may bee 

s #- : 7 ; 1+ 2 PH, | :G 
Firſt ponder muchof your Baptifme, 'and informe-your ſelves 
very carefully, what intereſt you have into God, andheintoyow, 


ward waſhing, that he would baptize you with the Holy-Ghoſt , 
and make you able torurne ro-him and obey him. 0:5 2888 


vace medirations, and theſe meaties will make a voung man good: 
and as Joſeph began ro be good betimes, ſo continued hee good-a 
long ſpace, even to hisiaſt age, to-rthe end. 'He was good in his Fa- 
thers houſe, in Putiphars houſe, inthe Prifon, at Courr, in youth, 
in age: for heediedat an handredand ten yeerss 

Now I beſeech y ou rhat have begun earely with him, to conti- 


of ſtate, adverſity nor proſperity turne you 'out of the wa\ es of 
ward in Religion, bur are now 'in amannerwaxed key cold, and 
lecJolephs example make you take notice of your want- of per- 


ſtrive to recover agfine, and {6-torunne'td the endof the race 
with comforr.' And youthat-are — get truth, and-to 
ſtand by Gods ſtrength, continually uſing 'Gods meanes, and you 
ſhall be conſtant: and ſo mudfi of Þfepts goodnefle in generall, 
eſpecially in reſpe&of irs beginning and continuance. | 

Now more particularlie, conſider what'was good in him in his 
Farhers houſe, and in Xgvpr, for ſo may his lite bee ficly diſtin- 
guiſhed, by the places wherein he lived. '' 

In his Fathers'houſe. 1. He was willing to tell of his Brethrens 
ill carriage unto his Farher, fo thatthey mighr be reformed. Thoſe 
of you that are ot ſo ſlender authoritie or -powet, - by reaſon of 
their zourh , or upon other conſiderations of meannefle of eſtare; 
or the like, rhat their owne admonicions are nor likely to pre- 
 vaile with offendors, ſhall doe a good office, if they make knowne 
the taulrs of fuch offendors to their betrers and ſuperiours, char 


cannor worke, 

| Thus they of the houſeo 
eentions and diviſions that were fo rife and ſcandalous amongſt 
che Corinths. This a manis enjoyndand bound unto by the rales 
of Charity, which command him to ſeeke his Brothers amend- 
ment and reformation of thoſe things that are evill, I know 
$-213 Aaa 2 that 


| Theſe reaſons ſhould iperſwhde' you, ler them perſwade you | 
that are to follow after Godlinefſe : iris a rarc thing; bur che ra- | 


and from hence embolden your felves to pray ro God' for the in-| 


Secondly be carcfull ro atrend ro Gods Word in publike, and | 
ro reade it, and ro ponder onit,' reſolving to'obey ir in- yourpri--| 


nue to the end with him, and ſee, that neither change of place,nor | 
Godlineſſe : andifany of you have ſeemed atJoſephs age very for- | 
ſtarke naught, ſcaree retraining 'any ſayour/of your former'piety; | 


ſeverancey-that now'at laſt you may i<onfider” your! decayes, and} 


ſo the care may be wrought by anorher hand , which themſelves | 


F Cloe complained to Paul of the con- 
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| chat moſt men will hare ſuch-as ecmyplaine of chem, and call them 

tet tales, but this kinde of complaiping may bee, carried cloſely | 
enough, that ir ſhall 9O0 PLO5veh eavie to the COMpLaIner, if the | 
 Governour will uſe his diſcretion and take caxe to find it gut fome } 
other way, as in moſt caſes he may, rather then to ſeeme ro have 
come to the knowledge,of it by ſuch a meanes, Bur if ir cannoy be 
concealed, all men mu forme theis duties, though they hazard 


—Oom——_ " 


themſelves roſ{ome HLwiland danger, OOTY HOLT SHONE DOUG 
| . | Now you children and Servants, ' that. live. together in families, 
[rake notice of Joſephs example.if you {ce anyevil way of your com- 
:+on inferiours, ſpeake'to them, admonith them if it be fit, and 
if; chey will-not reforme, bring their bad deedes co thuir parents, 
| er-maſters cares, that:ſo you may.not partake in their ſinnes , fox 
| want of -ufing- due meanes ro. reforme them : -Qnely take heed, 
\ . Firſt, tbatyou be nor. ape to complaine for every light weake: 
| | neffg, which ought $0 be paſſed by, and ; _ - PENAL 
| Secondly, rhat you never aggravate anything, much lefſe faine, 
| lye, counterfeit; for falſe and flanderous complaining againſt a 
| ſervant to his maſter, is forbidden expreſiely by Solomon, faying, ac- 
'|Pro.z0.10, | cuſe not a Servant to by aſter : rhe word is uled to denpte flande. 
rous and malitious agcyſatipns; and ſuch myſt be avoydediia-refped | 
of {ervants, and men. of lower, ;ranke, that. by ſerciog their ber- 
Fore 2gainſt chem, they. may not occaſion much. cauſeleſſe- miſery 
oe LC). TITS VA —_ = 4 11 ogy ole: ir? of 0 nf | 
, Againe, if there be any: that have chafed, and entertained Sect | 
diſcontent 8gainfj; their-tellow (cxyants, or athers, fortelling of 
their fap|ts, rozheie Goxcrnoury,; they muſt now condemne them- | 
ſelves for this ungrounded and cauſclefle anger, efpccially if they | 
| have beene firft admoniſhed, and nÞ amendment hath fojlloned , 
yea, though the others have told ir firft to their Governours, the 
taulc being grofſe, and themſelves fo low, as there was no likeli- 
| hood thatchey ſhould have beene heard , for why ſhould any man 
be offended becavſe euworher hath done his duty, and imirarod fo 
good an example as Joſeph. > For ſecing all men muſt rake heed of 
| partaking of ethers faalts, they ſhall partake in rhoſe,they ſeek nor 
ro reform by ſuch ft meanes as they may uſe: and this, of complai- 
ning eo Governours,.js a fic meanes, it fallowes that they were 
bound in Conſcience te open their mouthes in this kinde, and in 
is doubtlefle a ſinne- to' bee offended with another , for thar 
which hee could not. omit without -Sinne. This falling outwich 
him that hath dereQed a mans faults, is an evidene figne of a| 
| man that loves his Sinne, and would willingly live in it, but for 
| feare of puniſhment,  , + get 
| Secondly, Joſeph whilſt hee lived in his Fathers houſe, had di- 
| vine Dreames afforded- unto him; as forerelling his owne ad- 
| yancement, and thele hoe fairbfully and truly told unto his 
| Father, and unto all his Brethren , although his Brethren 
; "0 did 


| 
| 
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did hare him for it, and his Father ſeemed to rebuke him,bur his 
reproofe was very gentle, and rather for faſhionſake to mitigate | ge, c.-. 


his Brethrens anger , then becauſe hee eſteemed him an offendor in Which be cold 
1 to his Fathc: 
and Brethicn, 


| It was to take a journey of two or 3 dayes on foor. : Come young 


| carry your ſelves to your Parents; if they call yon; come, and 


| ſo you muſt bee dutiful) to your Fathers and. Mothers, the inftra- 


[Gzx. losrzvy n, 


Crap. 39, KC, 


eelling his Dreames. Soir behoverh all men ro communicare their 
knowledgeunro others, ſo farre as is convenient, eſpecially rhoſe 
whom God hath made ſeers, and pur into an office of teaching. o- 
chers, muſt bee carcfull roinſtrut chem, though the things bee 
ſuch, as they will rather hate chem for, then accepr. 

Dreames were at that time Ordinances of Gad, to inſtut men, 
If Joſeph could not forbeare to tell his dreames, how much lefſe 
ſhould any forbeare to inſtruc, teach, or admonilh their fellow- 
ſervants, or brethren, or any rhat are neare tro them. Young $a- 
amel did tell his maſter #/i his Dreame, and did well in rellinpir, 
yea, Eli charged him with great earneſtmefſe to tell him all the 
truch : Bur ler meu be ſure their Dreames bee from God, before 
they tell them, T meane, that they have juſt cauſe ro ſpeake , and 
.that ir bee the certaine truth chey ſpeake, before they ſpeake to 
any. 
Thirdly, while Joſeph was young, hee ſhew'd himſelfe obedi- 
ent to his Father, for when he cajled him to ſend him to viſit his 
Brethren, hee was ready to obey him, anddid rhe office of a duri- 
full Sonne, addreffing himſelfe ro the appointed buſinefſe, slchough 


men and young women, and learne of this good, youth how to 


give them durifull and mannerly anſwers, it they ſend you, goe; 
and preferre the doing of their will in lawfull things, before 
your owne eaſe and pleaſure. EROS 

You know how preciſely che Lord hath impoſed this duty up- 
on the conſciences of children; Childrea obey your Parents in all 
things. You muſt make no reſtrition of the largeneſſe of this Com- 


| mandement, but by adding char ward, Lawfull, which out of o-| 
ther Scriptures muſt needes bee underftood, awd. hee gives & rea- | 


ſon;-ſaying, this is the firſt Commandement ,' meaning of the ſecond 
Table; with promiſe, and with promiſe of welfare, laying, that it way 
bee well with thee, As ever you deſire to finde proſperity from God , 


ments of your deere and bringing up, andthe moſt immediate 
Deputies of Godand you, which hee hath ſetin his ſtead, rotake 
carevf you, and to rule you. Td 

Now you thar are ſinfull and diſobedient Sonnes and Daughters, 
whoſe carriage doth farre differ from thar of Joſephs, ; ſee the 
— ng of-your Vice, by oppoſing uiito ic-che faireneſſe of his 

ETTHe. { ; <0" 

Doe not | your hearts within: yon ſay , that it was very well 
done in Joſeph to ſay to his Father , here am I , when hee cal- 


vine 'reames 
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led himto goec on his errand, and when his father had told him his 
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| formerly vexed by your gracelefle ftubborneffe. 


| 


family, ſhe intreated him, and cauſed his paſſion to ſtoppe ir lelfe by 
her faire words. Solomon hath rold us, that gentle words pacifie 
andif any thing in the world will aflwage the fury, and mollifieche ] 
 hardneſſe, and remove the cruelty of an enemy,-it is this kinde of | 
language and behaviour : If therſore any of us be guilty of beraking þ 
our ſelyes,in ſuch caſe,to railing,bitrernefle,and violence, giving all | 
| rhevile cearmes, that wrath would put into our mourhes, againſt | 
our Superiours, when they wronged us, and dawbing them with | 
wm foule names, ler ustake notice of our folly in being wrath-| 
II. on $547 "If 7 F-$2 __ ; | 
This was noe che eoutte that naturall diſcretion, much leſſe rhar | 
| Chriſtian Religion would preſcribe to a wronged man : this ſhews 


GitN. 


work by and by to er abourit, doe you nor rhinke that Joſeph did 
che office of a godly childe, and that which his dury bound him to, 
and wherwith God was well pleaſed > If he did;as your ſelves muſt 
needes affirm hedid, be you grieved & aſhamed within your ſelves, 
of yourquite contrary carriage , whoſe conſciences can tell, rhar 
inſtead of anſwering here Iam, have retained ſome ſurly anſwer, 
and inſtead of going on the buſinefſe , have gone a quite contrary 
way. Let your hearts ſmice you to Repenrance, that you may com- 
forr your Parents with obedience hereafter, whoſe hearts you have | 


Fourthly, when 1oſephs Brethren uſed him exceeding injuriouſly 
and hardly, viz. ſelling him to forrainers , fora Boad-man : what 
did he , bur even intreat and beſeech them to deale berrer with 
him? as themſelves tell of his carriage, when they were touched 
with ſome remorce for their cruelty. Gen. 42, 21. He beſought us, 
and we would not heare. Loe how it behovesa good body to behave 
himſelfe to his equals or betters, or any, that being roo ſtrong for 
him, when they doe offer hard meaſure uato him, even inrrear, 
pray, beſeech, uſe all ſubmiſſive, genele, quierand milde words, and 
carriage. Learne that of S. Paulwho ſaith, being defamed, we intrear, 
You know 4bigals carriage toward David, when ſhe found him in 
a great Chafe againſt her Cabs -and ready to doe violence to her 


wrath: 


him to be as proud and bircer , that ſuffers, as they char offer the 


wronged. | 


otherwi 


nor the tore provoke and move them _, $should nor you rake 
heed of provoking G © D-with' the licentioas uſe of your evill 
tongue 2 #! 5 IH | X 


The Example of CQCuar. 39. &C | 


wrong. S.Perer ſaith,ye ſhould not render reviling for reviling if we muſt | 
not raile on-him that abuſerh us in words,neither then on them that | 
abuſe us in ations. Now then learn meekeneffe of 7oſeph, learne ro | 
frame your tonguesto this kinde of humble ſpecch, when you be| 


© nov youmay fay,that Joſeph didrhis becauſc he durſt doc no | 


I anſwer; if he feared his Brethren, are nor you tofrareGod ?\ 
if hee durſt not ſpeake wrathfully to them, that hee mighe| 


Bur 


—_ 
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Gen, JosEvy H. CHar: 39, &C. 

But ſecondly I anſwer that it is very probable , Zoſeph did not this 
out of bare feare, for then when he ſaw that the matter grew deſpe- 
rate, and hee could not prevaile by intreaty , he would have fallen to 
bitrerneſſe at laſt; wherefore foMow his mildneſſe, beſeech when 
youare wronged, bur doe not rayleand revile. This is all I have 
noted of Joſephs private life in his Fathers houſe, now we will follow 
him into Egypt, and ſee how he carryed himſelfe there. 1.in pri- 
vate in the houſe. 1. of Putiphar 2. in priſon}, 2- more publikely. 70- 
ſephs carriage in Putiphars houſe deſerveth praiſe , 1. becauſe he was a 
diligent and faithfull ſervant unto him, Joſeph had beene bred up ten- 
derly as the free ſonne of a noble and great man 7areb; ofa ſodaine 
God by his providence made him abondman, he frames himſelfe to 
ſuch dutifulneſſe and fideliry, rhat he winnes his Maſter, and gaineth 
greater favour with him then any other ſervant, as you may reade 
Gen, 39.44 7, For had nothebeene fairhfull and painefull, God 
had nor beeve with him nor proſpered him as he did. ; 

Ler me commend his exzmple to you rhat be ſervants'ro imitate 
it, laboar you to ve good ſervants, faichfull, diligent in your Mas-. 
ſters buſineſſe and reſpetive towards their perſons , that ſo God 
may be with you too, and proſper you , and youalſo may draw the 
loves and guod wils of your Maſters. Your ſervice is not bond ſervice, 


likely. | ig | FS 
Scethe commandement of God lying apon'you as mittch as it did 
upon Yoſeph., and doe that which you ' ſee 'in him i$ poſſible to 


the moſt part , you ſhall frat thayviurithis ag well as in'orher things 


their diligence and fidelity,and rewards it, and it is as evident a note 
of true'piety , to be a good ſervant, as 4'good King ora good Mini- 
ſter, and that will make you good ſervants,” if 'you know that in ſo 
doing you ſhall be accepted-by God, and have yout wages from 


that Saint Pererrequiterh you, t6 ſhew you ſelves rite Chriſtiatis' 
by beirig good ſervants, evenito unquietand Exooked Maſters, Brit 


oathfull , idle; falſe, nntruſty, at beft ' but eye-ſervants that 
caied no further to doe your daty; then yotrconceived'your Maſtets 


but free ſervice, at the worſt it is biit a ſerviceof cight or nine yeares | 


doe; this is rhe way to make your ſervice moſt eafie arid comforta- | 
ble to your ſelves,and moſt acceptable and'pleaſing to God : you are | 
ſervants now, you may be Maſters or Goyernours hereafter, o | 
frame your ſelves in the fun@ion of ſervants, thar God may blefle | 
youwith good (crvants, Carry your ſelves towards your Maſters, as | 
you would wiſh your ſervantst6 carry themfelves to you ; and for | 


the Lord will returne a mans' owne meaſure itito” bis owne 'bos | 
ſome. ' The living God matkes the carriage*of ſervants, accepts | 
bim, if your Govyernours ſhould be froward.” And: to remember | 
ifany apyou have (heed your ſelves froward ſervants, fillen, dog-'| 
ged , flo 


ſhould know of your carriage, Otherwiſe bt caring how you leite- | 
redout therime , how waſtfull you were ,'and adding to theſe faults ' 


2: His good 


'carryage in . 
Egypt in Futis 


phars houſe. 
I, He .was 
a moſt dili- 


gent & tairh® 


full ſeryant to 
him, 
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alſo anſwering apaine, and frowardneffe and falſchood, denyitig | 


| 
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your faults, Obe humbled in ſeeing your ſclves ſounlike to /oſeph, | 


you would: be accounted good Chriſtians as hewas a good onto 
Tacob, and be ſorrowfull you have not approved your ſclves ſuch as 
be did approve himſelfe, VVhen we ſee the godlineſſe of thoſe 


:, Hle ſhewed 


the rtue feare 
of God, 


ſay $3. 6s 
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Proy, I. 5. 
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whom the Scriptures commend unto us , we muſt take notice Ot our 


thee ſo too, ſeekeunto him for his Spirit to make thee humble and 
conſcionable; Secondly, in his Maſters houſe this godly man ſhew- 
ed the true feare of God, inthat be forbare ro commit a {inne 
to which he was ſo vehemently ſolicited, ſaying to his Miſtreſſe, 
' Howſhall I dee this great evill, and finne againſt God, Gen. 39. 9. Wee 
muſt all labour to plant an awfull apprehenſion of Gods greatnreſle, 
juſtice, and preſence in our minds, that wee may not dare to finne 
againſt him, this is the vertue ſo much commended in the Scrip- 
tures, ſooften required , and that hath ſo many promiſes made unto 
it ! This is that vertue which muft prove our knowledge of God and 
our faith in him :I meane a not daring to ſinne in reipe& that wee 
know it is offenſive tohim, and will provoke him againſt us : This 
vertue will hold the heart from ſecret finne, and ſuch ro which wee 
are much ſolicired & perhaps alſo much inclined. He that baththis 
grace is mounded and armed againſt the ſtrongeſt. remptations of 


to abound in it,the Prophet calls it ouy treaſure, Hethat bath gotten 
it inany good quantity, hath gotten the richeſttreaſure in the world, 
and that which will doe him more good then all gold and filver, 
Saloxon calleth it the beginning or head, or chiefe part, or firſt fruits 
of wiſdome. It is a grace which maketh knowledge uſefull, which 
elſe will end or rather vaniſh in meere diſcourſe and twattle. Ir is a 
race that cannot be found, bur in a-heart thoroughly ſanificd : 

e that hath it is ſfureto find favour with God , and to walke bolily 
with God. Noman can ſuficienely ſer forth the excellency of this 
grace? It is that by which we muſt worke-. our our ſalvation, 
without which wee cannot hold out in the way ofpjety , it 


| muſt helpe us againſt falſe fearesand'falſe hopes, againſt plealure, 


againſt profit , againſt credite , againſt diſcredite, againſt all the 


' wayes that Satan hath to draw us to finne? It will make you for- 


beare ſecret ſinnes, and ſuch as fleſhhath much co ſay, why icmuſ 


fines, and if there be any there, it will make you carefull of riſing 
our of them by ſpeedy repentance. But you that are bold to finne 


ſecret ,'flatter not your ſelves with a falſe imagination, rhar: you 
have the feareof God before youreyes. K 
_ Thirdly, this worthy man had a tbankefull and loving reſpe& un- 


tohis Maſter, for ſaith he, my Maſter haththus and thus honoured & 


_n 


| truſted me,and ſhall I ſo requite bis loveas to defile his wife? you w- 
2 7 ST ErY | nf _that 
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ownnaughtinefſe with remorſe and ſorrow, and runne ro God to par+ 
donand reformeit. God that made Toſeph a guod ſervant can make | 


atati and of evill men. No mancan doe himſelfe a better turne then |-- 


needs commit: a Jarge meaſure of feare will make you forheare ſuch | 


in ſecret, and careleſſeto. repent of the finnes that you can keepe | 


—_— 
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't hat. every: wan ought ro.take great-heed of wronging bat, perſon in| 
Iii, 4 las , : . - | 
any thing from whom. be bath received much. kindyeſſe in apy rc> | 


The good thatanother bath done us ſhould offer it ſelfe untoour | | 
minds to make us ftedfaſt in CAOuRg $o doc any thing that may | 4 
wrong him, aswe (bould abſtaine frong injurying a -begefatour in = 
his wife or goods, or game, or in bis.children,..or in bis body,, ori 
any other re'pe&. C onfider if you have beenethus thankefull or not, 
and be that is -proved.by the verdict ot his owne ſouls to, be ungrate- 
\ full, (having not remembred good turnes, Teceived , to make bim 
temper himlelte fram gjuries ) let him-know., that this ſhall be a 
great aggrayation of. his fault, that-what thauld baye prevayled ro 
withdraw a man from-ſ{inne, and hath nor, ſhall.certainely prevailte 
to make bis puniſhmeng the more grievous; | 
 '' Haſtthou wronged any one in his good name, wife, &c. Concer- | 
ning whomif ingratirude and loygaf finge had not polluted and cor- | | 
ruptedthy memory., thoy mighteſt have ſaig, he hath done this and 
this for me, and ſhall I'fo requite him > bluſh forſhamero thinke | 
char thou baſt incuried the odigus name of an ingfarefull man, 
aterme of as much reproach as any can be. 43 


And now tread in-leſrghs feps.this way, they; thatyou daeaccount | _ 
your ſelves indebred:for fayours,and cyrteſie,Þy-havingrhem ready | 
in your minds ,as adiflyafive from gay manegrofinjurioatncfit, ro 
chem inwhoſd debt you land. for @ch ang. ſuch eyrtebes.» Ler your 
memories ſerye yourfar good pwipoſes , Coription witl ſoone recall 
injuries ta hinder frem gratifying afiather, 108 us as ſoone. recall 
| kindneflesto hinder fram burting.. 4 1d) + 06 1 2028 
But fourthly, This: Joſcph. ſhewes forth; that excellent iierrueof 
chaſtiry, and that inanhighdegree, for beings youtg manz and ear- | 
neſtly agd often, yea almoſt continually;:mporruned by his Mi: | ] 
ſtrefſe ro commit adultery. with; ber , he continues (ta nepel] hey 
temptations with a peremprary.degys[l, .gnd ſhuss. her company - Nj 
by all the wayes be cag,& when ſhe cog bia.ar ſach an advantagg 
once, that having him alone ſhe durſt lay bands upan him, and offer | 
[as much violence as that exe could offer inthar cate, be leaves his 
garment with ber and runnes our, fo farre iis he/fiam: yeetding ;'s 
truer and gobler patterne of continency, how canwe'thinke of 5 TE 
we conſiderhis age and his perſon and the perſan of the: ſolicirrefie, | 
(and the continuance of her evill ſuir, and her. earneſtneſſe in ir,| - | 
q how great a patterne is he of. canſtanc and inyiecible purity > Bur the 
words that can be beſtowed in commending him will all fall ſhore | | 
of his worthinefſe, Iſhall endeayourza. commend this grace unto | Chaſtiryis an | 


; excellent ver- |. 
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you, chaſtity is a fweet and excellentyertue:: - ': . 

The keeping of the Body pureand undefiled ,. and forbearing to |.uc. 
mixe ones ſelfe with any perſon nat allowed by God,according to | 
bis Ordinance, eſpecially when firovig teinprations/ are offered to || 
inflame lividinous fancies, deſerverh. greke praiſe, for it ſhewes || 
that | 
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1 
| x: 
Helps againft 
| Forgication. 


| | 


| 


 owne body , in making that the very inſtrument of committing | 


grounds and cauſes. 


Gzn. The Example of Car, 39, &C.| 


that the heart is fully reſolved not to doe evill. Indeed if theinor en- 
tertaining of ſuch motions ariſe from inability of body,and unfir-| 
neſſe to ſatisfie them, this cannot be called caſtity, but debi- | 


Wee muſt conſider how much the . Apoſtle difgraceth unclean- } 
nefſe and fornication , he faith, it is injurious to Chriſt, tothe holy- | 
Ghoſt, toa mans owne body, ro Chriſt , if he be aprofeſſour of 
Chriſtianity that doth it, for it takes one that is joyned to 'bim, 
and to-his myſticall body, asa memberthereof, and makes ir the | 
member of an harlot,which is a great indignity to the holy-Ghoſi, 
for it takes a Temple dedicared to him, ſuch is the body and ſoule 
of every Chriſtian, and makes it a hog-ſty, to lodge filthy luſts 
in ; to a mans owne body, for hethat doth it, finres againſt his 


thar foule ſinne. | | 
Now as much as may be ſaid in the reproach of the finne, ſo 


man keeps Chriſts members,and the holy-Ghoſts Temples, and his | 
owne body , free from fo great baſeneſle, of being made ſubjet 
to an barlot. _ TEE 

The way is, firſt toplant in ones owne heart a reverend feare of 
Gods all-ſeeing eye, yea to pray much to God; to beſtow a good 
| meaſureofthis graceupon him, Crt | 

The ſecond 1s ,tocount the fin a great wickedneſſe, for ſo hee 
ſaith, this great wickednefe, The holding faſt in ones mind an ap- 
prehenſion of the: grievouſneſſe of a fault, is' a great preſervative 
_—__ it; bur if one once yeeld to fancy, that it 1s no great matter, 
then will it prove no great matter to draw us toit 
And indeed this finne of Adultery muſt needs be a great wic- 
kedneſſe, becauſe ir finnes againſt a cleare light, and is contrary 
to a ſolemne vow and Covenant madebetwixt the marryed. 

-3. Amanmuſtoften'ponder on thetbrears of God made againſt 
this finne, and pref>-cbem upon his owne ſoule, and prayto God, 
to:makehim beleeve andfeare. - - | 

Fourthly ; he muſt preventthe occafions and fly from them, even 
that occaſion of _ preſent , eſpecially in ſolitary places, and 
alonewith thoſe, to whom bis heart is inclined , or indeed, with 
any with whom ſuch a finne may be committed , but upon juſt 


'And laſtly, a man muſt not truft upon his owne firength;, bur 
conſtantly ſupplicate to God keep downe his inordinate paſſions, or 
elſe be ſhall find them too unruly for him. - = 

Labour you that be young , and you that beelder, and all, roat- 
taine this power over ill deſires, God that wropghe it in /oſeph, can 
worke it inany other as well, you ſhall doe well to produce. 7oſephs 
Example uvto God, and-beſcech him to ſhew his Spirir and his 


| feare in you, as hedid in him«.. 


much on the contrary may be ſaid in prayſe of continency , by-ira | 


Why] 


UMI 


|Gen, JosEP RH. Cay. 39, &c.| 

Why are godly mens worthy deedes ſet up before our eyes in 
Scriptures, bur that we may ſtrive and pray, an4 hope to be made 
{like unto them > Bur as all muſt bee exhorred coger Chaſtity, ſo 
chiefly thoſe which bave beene overtaken already with the con- 
trary crime of Adulteryor fornication, or both. Ir is more eaſie 
to forbeare a ſinnethe firſt rime, then the ſecond, the ſecond then 
the chjrd, and ſo forth; ualefſe great care beuſed to ger the hearc 
throughly healed. | 

If Joſeph had lived in Fornication with any other, he could ne- 
ver havereſiſted his miſtreſſes incicements.} They thar have yeel 
{ed to rhis ſinne ſhall more hardly ſave themſelves from ir , then 
{ choſe tharhave never yeelded: bur if a man doe frequently and 
unfainedly repent of this, as well as of other ſinnes, ir will bee 
made ſo loathſome ro him, thax by Gods affiſtance he ſhall prevaile 
againſt it, yea even though it be his darling corruprioa. 

I goe on roſhew how Joſeph behaved himſelfe in the houſe of 


2, Toſephs 
his Priſon, and that co his Maſter there. the Jaylor, and alſo to the | good carriage 
Kings Officers that were committed rthither. in priſon, 


Firſt, he fell ro his old trade of diligence and faichfulneſſe, car- BY Howe 


rying himſelfe in ſo vertuous a manner, that the Jaylor did affe& | diligent and 
bim, and liked him more and more, ill ar laſt he intruſted him ——— 
wich all the charge of the priſon. This wasa great truſt, for you 
know whar extreame danger a Jaylor, chiefely of ſuch priſoners, 
doth put himſelfe in, if his priſoners eſcape: there egaine there- 
fore let all inferioars be per{waded to ſeeke to winne their Supe: | 
riours, by good and vertuous carriage, eſpeciall - meekeneſſe, | 
ſubwiſfiveneſſe, painefulnefſe and rruſtinefſe, This will worke a| 
man intofayour, even with an hard maſter, but I ſpake of that 
mattera ſictle before, I will ſhe you his carriage to the priſoners, 
ro whom he wasan Attendant, it is commendable in theſe three 
_—_— 


irſt he ſhew'd himſelfe deſirous ro comfort thetn, when they | ... LY | 
were ſad and dejeted, askingthem why they were ſad: had hee |, He firives to 


not bin of a kinde and render diſpoſirion, he would not have hee- | comtorethe 
ded how a perſon, ro whom himſelfe had no morerelation, had fa pn 
red , whether ſorrowfally,or merrily ; but'fo kinde was hee, that bond 
hee ſeekes to comfort them, by asking them the cauſe of their ſ4d- | upon. 

neſſe, and ſeckingtoremove ir. We (hould all learne to pradtice 
this courteouſneſle roall men, chiefly to ſuch as are in affliction 
otherwiſe,even helpe to raiſe up their hearrs wich good words, and 
ſo much as we can, to become inſtruments of cheering them, as you 
ſee Joſeph intreating roknow their Dreames, anddi'igentro inters- | 
pretthe ſame. Ir is ancxcellenrt vertue to be ready to-comforc the | 
afflicted, and rorevive the ſpirirs of them that bee caſt downe, ſo 
farre as we be ab'e, bur a churliſh, careleſſe temper, whereby aman | 
| cares not whether men cry or [augh,be merry or ſad, is a proofe of 

much pride and ftupidity of ſpiric, and muſt be abhorred. 


Apaine, | 
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Gex. The Example of GCuar, 39, &C,| 
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3- Hee was 
faithfull in in- 
rerpreting 
their dreames, 


4- Hee was' 
carefull ro ger 
out of priſon, 


37 Toſepbs 
good carriage 
in publike. 
| 1, Toſtran- 
| gers. 

1, To Pharaoh, 
| 1« Beforc his 
; preferment, 
1, Hedeales 
' plainely and 

| faithfully wich 
| him, 


{ Dreamesone 
'of Gods ordi- 
Nances, 


q 


| earth ſhould yeeld none increaſe at all, ſo that the plenty ſhould 


| city, and che doubling of thedreame, he faith, did ſhew that the 


Againe, you ſce him fairhfull in interpreting their dreames, got 
ſeeking to flatter the Baker in regard of the likenes of the dreames, 
You muſt learne to deale truely with men, telling them as the 
thing is, not falfifying your words to pleaſe them, and to prevent 
their ſorrowes. 

Moſt of all, muſt men deale truly in interpreting and applying 
Gods Word, and youmuſt Jearne to be fo wiſe, as to accepr ſuch 
true and plaine dealing, 

Laſtly, Joſeph was ſo wiſe, and ſo prudently carefull of redee- 
ming himſelfe out of priſon, that be would nor ler {lip the oppor- 
tunirty of ſpeaking to the Butler to remember him, lr is very law- 
full for any man to aſe good meanes of getting our of a crofle, and 
co take all ſuchadvantages as God ſhall afford, .of ſuing and ſuppli- 
cating unto ſuch as may be belpefull-to him in that behalfe, as 70- 
ſeph doth , bur till wee muſt take heed that we be not overapt to 
accuſe and diſgrace others, whileſt wee ſeeke togaine friends to 
our ſelves: Toſeph ſpake nothing ſharply againſt his brethren, no 
nor yet againſt bis Miſtrefſe , the more to preyaile in his requeſt to 
the Butler, that might ſpeed him. | 

Hitherto of 7oſephs private life, now of his moxe publike carriage: 
r. To ſtrangers. 2+ Towards his owne kindred and Fathers houle. | 
Firſt, towards the Egyptians, both to Pharaoh, and then to theCom- 
munalry of Egypt. Firſt,in bis carryage to Pharaoh. r.Before his pre> 
ferment, & then afrer. Before his preferment, r.be deales plainely & | 
' ictifully with him(as before) in interpreting his two dreams z After, 
| hefizd ſhaved himſelfe & changed his garments he came in ſpeedily 
| fo bbs King, and. told hinuthe meaning of his dreams, fully ſhewing 
| what was 1enifiedby theſeven fatte and leane Kine, and what by the 
{eve full and.leane Earesof corne, agd then what by the ſeven leane 
| Kine andleane Eares, which devourcd the fat ones , viz, By the 
former, ſeven moſt plentifull yeares, in which the earth ſhould 
bring forth.corne and all fruits in greatabundance, and by the latter, 
ſeven moſt ſcant and pepurious yeares of great famine in which the 


am 
— 


(be utterly forgotten, and the Land ſhould be conſumed wirh ſcar- 


thing was certaine ta be accompliſhed withour all faile, and alſo 
the peedineſ ofthe thing whichſhoyld begin preſently to: be ac*| 
CQ l11ne Eh 927 0% SEMEN ETLT oy <p 
L Thus loſephtells the things to.come withallplaineneſſe, and moſt | 
fully, : Dreames were one of Gods ordinances, by which hee gid in| 
'thoſe times reveale thoſe things to men, which he intended they 
ſhould.know, aud the interpreter of:-Drcames was toſhey rhe true | 
'meaning: of God , plainely without adding or diminiſhing, and | 
without any nogming or.ambiguiry, Henee allthofe towhom rhe | 
interpretatian of Gods will revealed unto;men ſhall be commuted, | 


2 


e , 


oaſ learne to deale plainely , fully, and truly? They muſt with |: 
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off theſe great workes till after yncer 


| Gex, J OSEP |; EL Crap. 39, &Cc. 
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all evidence and perſpicuity ſhew the things which God hath rold 
them, and muſt not not hide or alter any thing at all; whar God 
declarcth, rhey muſt declare, making manifeſt alſo rhe certainty 
and ſpeedineſſe of the things, both char they ſhall ſurely come to 
paſſe and preſently, in the due timeappointed. , , ___ 
©h char the Lord would thruſt out into. his Churchable, faith- 


full and painfull men, that might ſearch diligently into the mea- 
ning of his Oracles, and fully declare. his will-anto his people, 
carefnlly ſtirring them to believe the chings, and ts, expe them , 
and makeuſe of chem: now you ſee his fairhfulnefſe,' , 

Secondly, marke his wiſedome and prudence, joyned with love 
and goodwill, for he perſwades Pharoahto appoint fir perions ro 
gather up the abundance of the plenrifull yeares, and keepe the 
lame in ſtore againſt the penurious and ſcant yeares, that ſo he may 
prevent the miſery, which elſe would have fallen on the land, So 
choſe thatare to interpret Gods Word to his people, muſt adde 


| counſell, . advice, perſwaſions, and exhortatiops co provide them 


ro make good uſe of their knowledge, even to provide againſt the 
danger to come, and tomake uſe of all thoſe good helpes , which 


a(rer, in which we may feele a fore famine of the.'Word, and not 
Bowe Wee have In 


abundance | BS it doif go 634% 28 
Lerus forzour heart with knowledge, now in thele.times of 
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| plenty, that our ſoules may nor periſh for wang of, true knowledge: 
& then when the means of knowledg ſhall be ajminiſhed, make uſe 
of Gods goodnefle,thart you periſh nor forwan oftrye knowledg:; 


his.minde con- 
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penitent.. O now labour ro get repentani cle. Ppy1eaſans | 
d pur not |. 
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times , when no. mor | 
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Thirdly, you ſhalt ſeein Joſephs carriage grear humility, lowli- E 
Nets, becauſe his rare gift of |® 


inrerprering of Dreames was'giveb unto him from Go D, _bur.| 


2. Hee ſhewes 
prudence and 
love. 
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14 Gzx. The Example of | Can, 39, &c,| 


ſaith, it is not in we, God ſhall give Pharaoh «n anſwer of peace. 

Wee ſee the ſame humility in Daniel, when he did likewiſe in- 
cerpret the dreames of Nebuchadnezzar, for ke ſaith expreſlely, as 
for mee, this ſecret is not revealed unto me for any wiſedome that I have. 
more then any living.” Loe he depreſſech himſelfe, and gives the glo- 
ry to God, wee muſt learne to beſtow Gods gifrs humbly , not 
vaine-gloriouſly, and with oftentartion , ſerting up oar ſelves, bur: 
Jt hambly acknowledging our owne meaneneſſe, muſt give God the | 
honour, and1abour our ſelves co be made inftraments of good ro 
men, by thoſe indowments, wherewith che Lord ſhall enrich - 
us. 


Dan.2,30. 


Humility adornerh and beaurifieth all graces, it is this Vertue 

| [| thataddethluftretoallgraces, and commendeth him in'whom it 

is, more then all his.abilities beſides : bur vaine glory and oſten- 

4 tation, and ſelfe conceirtednefle, and vannting ones ſelfe, and be- 
ing puffed up, doth as.it were lople and (ullie, and defile and dawb 
all gifts, and'maketh him, in whom they worke this effe&, as loath- 
ſome and contemprtible, as if he wanted all of chem, learne not ro. 
| exalr your ſelves, that God may exalt you. . _ | 

| 4Hethew-| Another thin gto be noted in Joſeph, hee ſhew'd all reverence 
| ecallreve- . | andduereſ eto the King, as Da-3elalfo did, giving him durifull | 
reſpe ro the | words, and carrying himſelfe ſubmiſfively :. ſo muſt we doe when- 

King. | focverwe apprgack before Rulers and Kings, our words and ge-' 
ſtares muſt bee decenr and reſpe@tive, tending to exprefle an ho-|. 
nourable EffeEme'of thern, becauſe" of rhe Image of Gods Majeſty | 
| and greatnefle, which ſhineth in chem. .Joſeph would not come be-j 
| EORen, lob? ſordids Eben of his ton houſe, nor with' 

v's 


the haire of che dunpebn, Far oftetli himſelfe,and gerteth on ber- o 
CUNlaſeIfe i Mis carriape &o honour the King, | 

enHl Yhar gdh, dliak be is ay 70. doe, and God mill; 

anfwrty for Pharaohs peace, Oh tht we coul@ leatne mannerly , and: 
dutifull, and reſpe&ive cartiage towards Princes and Superiours, 
' even for conſcience ſake ro Code - | | 
; How frequently doth the Scripture mention the' good carriage | 
(of godly men to, Kings, they,bowed to rheni with their faces ro. 
the ground, chey worſhippedchem, they gave chem fir ricles, and 
; .did not thinke ic much to ſtoope Ioweunto them, as we ſee inthe 
| tories of Scripture. .* _ LT i 
| | - Woe pnto'them therefore thar deſpiſe governement, ſpeake 
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: .evill of Mgnities, andſſight thoſe whom God hath advanced, no! 
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| thing but Gaurn pride, and a Want, as it were, of ſeeing Gods face, 
in chefe his? Vice-gereiirs,. hath entboldned them ca contemprugus 


words, aridcarriages: Yea, you muſt kaow,thar nor along ro Mo- 


'» |\njarchs, :Poteneares,, ant great Commanders; in the World, this 

2 everend catriageis due, ;but-rc al .Governaurs in their ſeverall, 
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chough farre lower Places ſeeing. all the placesare of God, and 


not'only the higheſt powers. - 4 
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 reverendto the higher powers,:bar alone ant of carnall.teareand 


ver you. F371 | JO IT4e 4t 1 I wt 255 5 jo} 

Another point of faichfulneſſe,, reſpetand loyalty,-Joſeph alfo 
ſhewsd to. Pharaoh King of Agypr ,after-his-advancemener , nk did 
not ſend for his Brethren, nor place them withour-rhe- licenſe of 


i 
s 


the King,nor would take bis jaurney after-co bury bis Father; cil he 


had attained the Kings good leaye So muſtal Princes,high Officers, 
and Nobles under, a King, ſhew. chem(elves ſo.loyall and reſpe- 
ive to the King, as to dono marter of weight, but by his licenſe 
and direRtion, neither muſt they advance their friends and kindred, 


1 nor ſhew reſpe&untothem- otherwiſe, then-with dye ſubordinari- 
on2nd ſubjeRion to the Kings authority and will. Kings muſt bee 


honoured, reſpefted, obeyed; andall. faithfylnefſe muſt he ſhewed 
cowards them , the ſafery.of a Kingdome 4s, upheld by the reſpeRt 
declared unto him, whom Godhath made head of it... : 1 
Ler all that would ſhew themſelves to feaxe! God, be carefull to 
follow Joſeph in thus honouring the. Royall Majeſty, we muſt not 
wrongthem, nor ſlight them, nor preſume [too much ca them , no 
advance thoſe we like, with injuty to chem. 1) 3 
Joſephs carriage after his preferment, in other reſpeAs was come 
mendable ; Pharaoh ſeeing his great wifedome,, is ſo raken wirh it, 
chat he makes him the chiefe raler over the Land of Agypt, and 
giving him his ring from his owne hand;:makes him the chiefe ru- 
ler under him, as you would fay,the Lord Chancelor of the King- 
dome of Xgypr. | o.b5 rot" 6 py BR - 7 
Now in this great office, he carriech, and. behaveth himſelfe moſt 
fairbfully; diligently, and diſcreetly,for he goerh our from the pres 
ſence of Pharaoh , and goes, throughout all rhe Land of Zeypr; 
and gathers up all the food (meaning the overplus of food) of che 
ſeven plentifull yeeres, and laid upthe food of every Ciry of che 
-feld, that was ronndabourir, tillic was paſt numbring;he himſelf 
did nor every thing, that were 'impoſhble, but himſelfe rooke care 
to prepare firtte ſtore houſes, and fit perſons, and Money, and 
all things requiſite for fo great, a worke., and was a careful 
Overſeer of the buſineſſe, r 
found in any one, 
Here 1 pray you to 


7 


- 
s d 


bour, bee weary of no paines, but alwayes give your ſelves to 
your buſineſſes in your offices, let him ;that hath an office, wait on it. 
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C.. 
'Thereſ, ore roinferiour Magiſtrates, co.husbands; Fathess; Maſtery, | 


dothche Scriprure call for Reyerence, and; whoſcepex: is:bald to, | 
deſpiſe inferiour Goyernours, darh-nor. for any: Conltience appear | 


ſiniſter reſpets. Ahz.repent of: your irreverent; diſdainefull,! agd | 
intemperate behaviour rowards,Governouss, and nowlearneto de: | 


clare your fear of the'grear Ruler of all things, by!ſhewing fear co; | 
wards all-choſc for his ſake, whomhee hack-binne pleaſed co let o- | 


at no failing or falſe-hood mighe be | 


| fulfill the Offices thar are committed un- | 
to you with all painefulneſſe, care and diligence, refuſe no la- | 


Paul | 
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preterment, 
he was alſo 
faithfull and 
loyall ro Pha: 
ravh, 


his office moſt 


gently & dif 

creetly. 
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iligent and 

fairhfall in 

enthering 
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2. He beha- | 
ved himſelf in |: 


faithfully,dili- | 
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| 216 | Op. : 11 The Example.of GCuav, 39, &c,| 


| Pawl ſpeakerhir; eſpecially of eccleſraſticall offices, ir is true alſo | 
of civill : &oleph in'this marter did diſcharge the truſt repoſed | 
irthim, fo doe you in' a phceswherero you ſhall be called: if any 
man be preferdro anyfplace of eomitiand in Church or common- 
weale, he is as mach ryedtoundetgoe the labour of the workes of 
| that lace,-asJoſeph was to this of collefing-corne : and he thar in 
his place is carelefle, negligent, or wnfaich'ull, finnes againſt God 
and his owne ſoule, andthe common-weale; therefore the Apo- 
ſtle bids us, not to be ſloathfull in buſneſſe, We muſt nor ſuffer our (elves 
to waxe weary of the paines, andbervred with the workes of our 
-] callings, in ſuch plaees*;' bur by- a conſcionable confideration of 
LS Gods Providence, in fettingus in ſuch places, wee muſt quicken our 
31 ſelves againſt all dulneffe and weariſomneſſe. This ſhall be an honcur 
ro a man, before thoſe! tKit are ernly wiſe and judicious, for not the 
poſſeſſing of a place ot power, barthe due diſcharge of it is a credit 
untomen. Th GED | 
Magifrates vi The worſt ard moſt unworchy man, may be lifted up on high, as 
yum indices; | Was Haman, bur iris aproofe of rrue vertue to doe the worke of 
the place, fitly, as did 'P anicl when Cyrus advanced him to bee rhe 
third Ruler in the Kingdbme. This alſo ſhall comforc the heart of | 
2 man, when thatitime commerh thar hee mutt give an account to 
| God. and his conſcience, of his behaviour in his place : for you nuaſt | 
confiderbrethren, tir every man from the loweſt to the higheſt 
muſt givezh accotint of his ſtewardſhip, and chen, nor the grear ho- 
| nour tharhehath 'pofitfſed.. nor the great ſtate hee hath gorren, | 
t | hall cheare up his ſoul,bur-hisfairhfull and confcionable diſcharge 
I of his durye- ot io 5 : 
| * Set up]Je a privice therefore before youreves;, and follow 
| him, tharGodmay honour youar the laft day , as Joſeph is honou- 
red in the Book of God. But anorher thing is to be learned hence, 
even a point of prudence and good husbandry, that is, to lay up the 
overplus of great abundance, againſta time of ſcarcity. This was 
wile mm of Joſeph. and wiſcty followed by Pharaoh, and by Jo- 
ſeph execured. Fris not alone lawfull, bur needful and uſetal, when 
God doth fend great ſtore of corne, or any like commodity , rhar 
may be firly kepr in ſtore, then to reſerve ſome part of the plenry 
fora futuretime, when perhaps there ſhal beno ſuch plenty: wee 
muſt not ſpend al the ſtore of aplenreons yezre , ir is not {or mee 
tocounſell Stares and Princes, bar it is fir that every man bee wiſe 
| for himſelfe, as well as a King for his Kingdome. The proverbe 
is a wiſe and good proverbe, that ſaich, hens thing is cheape, 1:1 it 
 4n akeape. Such hoording. is no oppreſſion, bur good hnsbandrv, hee 
' whom God hath furniſh't with means.ſhal doe well in doing ſo. -To 
force a dearth by ingrofling,by making things dear, when chey are 
: ini onehand, whena man inriches himſelf with rhe comon lofle, this is 
4finne, ard an a& of covetouſneſle;bur ro provide, in laying up the 1 
ſarplufage of Plenry, is a thing to be commended, 
Ic 
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It were good that men of ability would deale thas wiſely, nor a-: 
lone for their privar , bur alſo for the publike good, the piſmire layes 
up in ſummer, man ſhould bee wiſerthen a filly creeping thing : oh 
how fooliſh and naught be choſe, that when chey get much, ſpend 
all, and reſerve nothing for harder times > You have ſome men 
can carne much in health, bur lay up nothing againſt ſicknetſe, can 
ger much in youth, bur reſerve nothing foraze. Moſt juſt itis char 
they ſhould be pinched in a deare yeare, which laviſhed and ſur- 
fertedin aplenritul. 

Brethren, you muſt not alwayes have ſuch yeeres, as will bting | 
forth by handfuls, be wiſe therefore for your eſtates, I wiſh you nor 
to be niggardly, and defraud your ſelves, but to bee diſcreer, and 
lay up for your ſelves: if God fend no more then is needfull, ſpend 
itand truſt his providence, if he ſend an overplus, ſo much I mean 
{ as w1ll ſerve for the preſent, and ſome to ſpare, waſte nor all at the 
preſent, but know that now he callerh to ſtoring up, remember S4- 
lomons Proverb, 7: the houſe of thewiſe u treaſure and oile, but the fuole | 
conſumeth it up. Be nor fooles, but in plenty remember dearth, as in 
dearth you wiſh for plenty, you know that by well hasbanding of 
plenty, a wiſe man ſhould takeſuchan order, that he may, feele no 
dearth. The love of riches is a banefull thing, but the wel-hasband- 
ing of abundance, is notalwayes a fruit of loving riches, but of a 
| wiſe fore-ſighr. And ſo much for one part of Joſephs care,diligence 

and fidelity in gathering corne. Te 1 | 
| Now he is in like manner faithfull in bringing ouc the corne in | 2.Heisfaich-f 
due time: for whenall che corne of private men was ſpent, and - an, 
that «&gypt alſo began to be affamiſhed, &ex 41. 55.andthepeople | jn quctine, 
cryed unto Pharoah, and he ſent them to Joſeph, it is noted that Jo- | 
{eph opened the ſtore-houſes, and ſold unto the Agyptians: one 
would have conceived, that the Egyptians having fked of Pha- 
revs dreames, the interpretations, as ſach a rare thing muft needes | 
flye throughour all the Kingdome ſpeedily , as having occaſioned 
the ſtrange prefermear of 2oſeph, a priſoner, and an Hebrew, which 
| could not bur fill the mouthes of people with diſcourſe, ſhould 
each man have provided of his owne abundance to ſerve their turn | 
in hard times, for they were informed both how long, ' and how | | 
ſtrange the plenty would be, and how hard, andof whar continy- 
ance the dearch : butit is apparanrt that moſt of them were ſo foo- 
lih, that they did nor ſo, therefore now the publike ſtore-houles 
muſt ſupply chew, orelſe they muſt dyes; - -*:.. 3 r, 
| Seein them the faulr of improvident 'careleſſenefſe, whereof 
we ſpake before : bur nore Joſephs faithfulneſſe ;' hee doth open 
rhe ſtore-houſes, now thatpinching want began'to bitethem, and a 
ſels them Corne. Ir is fir that men in dearth , ſhould bring our J 
PB: and ſell Corne, if chey have it,. andnot to ſuffer their neighbours | 
1 ro ſtarve for want of that, which themſelves have in their pol-; | 
leſhon. | | | 
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We muſt nor lovegaine more then the lives of men, yee ſee thar 
Joſeph ſold to ſtrangers too, and not alone ro Fgyptians, fo thar 
cur Charity in this cafe muſt exerciſe it ſelfe, as ability will ſerve, 
to men of other Nations, as well as our owne covntrey men. The 
Natives muſt not mutrer , becauſe forreiners are helped with ſome 
of the abundance of theirowne countries : ſee here Joſephs chari- 
tablenefſe, ro pur you on the like good diſpoſition , when time 
ſhall call for ir, and if you have ftore of corne,bring it forth. The 
people ſhall curſe him, ſaith Solomon, that hoordeth up corn, but they ſhall 
ble fie himwhich doth Sell ir. To that purpoſe his Proverbe is, doe not 


| bring a curſe upon your ſelves, but a bleſſing, for when God faith, | 


they will curſeor blefſe, his meaning is, nor only thar the people 
ſhall doe thus, but that the thing ſhall fall our accordingly, they 
ſhall ſo curſe and blefſe, thar neither ſhall be in vaine. 

Againe, itis noted, that Joſeph by his meanes got all the money 
inthe Land ; you may lee here thar it is Jawfull co makea paine of 
ones providence, and by deare ſelling of what he boughr in plen- 
tifall rimes, coenrich himſelfe much, ſo did Joſeph; Ithinke his ex- 
ample is a due warrant ; indeed care is to be taken, that oppreſſion 
be avoided, and then it is lawfal to make ones (e'fe a gainer, nor 
by other mens loſſes, bur by his owne providence,for by this meanes 


| Joſeph did gaine alſo rhe land, and perſons for the King : iris nor 


contraty to equity to ſeit thingsat a great and deat rare, when there 
is great want of them, A thing muſt bee eſteemed worth fo much, 
and may bee {old for fo much as the preſent dearch doth make ir 


| worth; andinſuchcaſc he doth not wrong, that rakes the preſent 


cime;. onely note, that Joſeph did not opprefſe the poore,bur they 
had of him as well as the rich, rhe one gave all, and the other could 
giveburall, and both had neceſſaries, ſoſhould ir be done in hard 
times by publike chariry. The poore muſt be provided for, as well 
asthe rich; bur noce alſo Joſephs faithfulnefle , no doubr himſelfe 
was not wanting to his owne inriching, how elſe could hee have 


maintained his Fachers houſhold wich neceſſaries? bur he conren- 
red himſelf re rake what wasallowed him, 2nd brought the money 
ro Pharatbs houſe , not to his owne, and made the Cattle and land 


fſareto Pharaoh, not co himſelf: Oh that all Officers would learn ro 


enrich the King above themſe'ves, and chemſelves bur in ſuch apro- 
rejionas is fir under cheKing, bur in our rimes ir hath bin noted, 


thar often the Officers riſe, and the King is indebred, would we had 
Joſephs under his Majeſty, and then hee could not want for 


Money. © -' x 


And laſtof all, note his Jaſtice as well as his wiſe dealing, for 


ro aſſure the land ro the'King, hee removes and tranſlates the 
inhbabicants., ſo that wiſe care may lawfully bee uſed, ro aſlure 
a mans title 'to that which is hisowne, and then hee makes this 
order, that Pharavh ſhall have a fift part of the cncreaſe, and rhey 


ma parts to live on. 
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Gex. losst'ren, Char, 39,0&c 
Hee lets the land out unto them againe at @ reafonable rare, 
whereby themſelves might live comfortably of ir, ans this is the 
duty of all Land-lords rhat have fuch things to fer, they ought 
not to raiſe rents to ſobigharate, that the people ſhall toyle their 
kearrs our and ger nothing, bur remember that tbemſeſves be Gods 
Tenants, wbo bath commanded all men to doe as they would be 
doneto, and that #ec ſhould not ſecke every man 1s owne things onely,, 
but the things thas are anothers , they muſt as well looke, rbat the 
people bave to live of chearefully., as that themſelves be made rich. 
But how unconſcionable men be now a dayes in ordering themſelves 
rothoſe that muſt live upon them , wherber by caking lands from 
chem, or being fer a work by them, it 1s evident., for which God 
will one day reckon with them feverely, _ | 
Ibeſecch you learneof 7oſeph a better lefſon, and let choſe which are 
under you live well by your lands or payments,as your ſelves gaineby 
their labours. He doth not love God rbat doth-nort love man,and he 


doth nor love man, that intheſe kind of bargainings and dealings, 


Wealth gorren by grinding the poore,ſhallnever prove good meale, 
God will mixe it with gravell tothem rhateate 1t: He that eates and 
drinkes theblood of men, as they doe that arehard exaRors in this 
kind, ſucking ſuch as areunder them to great penury.and unreaſo- 
nable hardneſſe, ſhall one day find, that God acconnts of ſuch, 
none otherwiſe then of ravenous beaſts, rbat live by tearing and 


Ple be founded in your eares to no purpoſe , but be you charitable 


was. And ſomuch of 7eſephs carryage to ſtrangers. | 


brethren, and that before he made bimfelfe knowne to them, and 


that of going to ſpy outa nation; yet becauſe they ſaid they were 


Father , hee continued to char 


intheir fpeech. 
one of them to. ferch rheir younger brother , the reſt remaining 
priſoners till he came- Lirtle did Joſeph thinke how burdenſome a 
ching ir would be with 7acob ro part with Benjamin, bur this hee 


| doth alone to have occaſion of keeping them longer in hold, that 


ny = they 


devouring fleſh. Let not this admontion rakenfrom Joſephs exam- 


and conſcionable in this caſe , as rhe pen of v4ofes noteth , that hee | 
. a a {| 2. His goodbe.. 
Now ſee how he behaved hiniſfelfe to bis owne kindred. : 1, His. 


twelve brethren, and one was not, and the youngeſt was with their 
rhis crime upon them, making 
exceptions againſt them, as if they had contradiced themlelves 


'f- 2. Heeſends 


Secondly, he will be ſatisfied by nothing elſe, bur by ſending | 0 hicvre- | 


hath not reſpe& to anothers; well living, as to his owne inriching, | 


after. Before he carried himſelfe ſtrangely witha kind of admixture} 3 _ 
| of anger and love, that they might be driven to wonder, and fo 

be drawne to repentance. His barihdealirigs are theſe, - 1, He takes 
chem for ſpies, and will not intertaine better rhoughts of them, 
rhough rhey gave him a ſatisfying reaſon , viz. that they were the: 
ſonnes of one man , and it was never heard of, that one-man would: 


venture tenne ſonnes at once upon ſuch a dangerous buſigeſſe, as —— 
| tNErewithh 


haviour to his 
kinred, 


thren. 

1. Before he 
made himſelfe 
knowue to 
them, 


He deales. 


roughly with 
them, and 
mixeth love 


1. He takes 


them forſpics, | 


thren to fetch 
their you 
brother, = 
reſtremaining 
priſoners ill 
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them in priſon 
three dayes to- 
gether, 


Another a& 
ef kindneſle to 
them was,thar 
hecommanded 
their ſacks to 
be filked with 


1 corne,and that 
| their money 


ſhould be re» 


| ftoredto them. 


"Some aKeof 


| Ioſephs carriage 
| weredoubrfull 
; | andextraordi- 


| | nary- 


| Gen. 


they might have leaſure enough to repent, and therefore, 
3.He kepr | 


| reſt ſhould recurne wich corne for their families, and bring their 


| Pye: and ralketh'lovingly with them of their Father, asking how | 


| that he haſts to weepe, being hardly able to forbeare, till he could 


 [age, and"ſending them meſſes from his owne table, and ſending 


| to them plainely, and weepes over them, and comforts their aſto- 


The Example of GCuav. 3g. &c. | 


Thirdly , he kept them in priſon three dayes all together. This 
was harih dealing at their firſt comming downe, yet here he ſhewes, 
ſome kindnefſe betwixt, viz. in. that on the third day hee calls 
them forth , and rakes pity of them, propounding to them ancalie 
condition, viz. That one of them ſhould remaine bound, and rhe 


younger brother thither : now he ſhewes love alſo in going away, | 
weeping, when he heard them taiking of their ſinne,, and confeſſing 
that for that cauſethis croſle came on them , But it was ſome marter |} 
of hardneſſe, rhat he rooke Simeen and bound him, becauſe he was 
the eldeſt next to Ruben, and was preſent when hewas ſo!d, burdid 
not labour to ſave him from ſelling, as Reuben ſaved bim from kil- 
ling, wherefore he forbare to take and bind Reuben. Another act of | 
kindneſſe to them was, that hee commanded their ſackes to be 
filled with corne, and the mony alfo to be reſtored unto them, 
which be did of purpoſe to put them in a-fit of wondring and amaze- 
ment, that ſtillthey might be furthered in the worke of repentance, 
which he perceived was begunne in them, BK F 
Now at their ſecond comming up, hee ſhewes nothing to 
themalmoſt but kindnefle, ſaving in one thing, whereby hee caſts 
them ſcemingly into'a great danger, that hee might thoroughly 
_— them', and try them before he revealed himſelfe unto } 
cnems 0  þ 
Firſt, he invites them all ro dinner with him. 2.Heentertainerh their 


e doth, and' ſalutes 'Benjamir, towards whom. bee was fo affeRed, | 


ſtep intoa corner todoeit there,' Laſtly, hee carries himſelfe moſt } 
cheerefully with them at dinner , placing them in the order of their 


five times as much to Benjamin as to any ofthem. All which hee 
ſeemerh to have done to have brought them to ſome knowledge of 
himſelfe, if ic had beene poſſible. | 

Another thing is by hiding his cup in Bezjamins ſacke , he cauſeth 
them to be broughe backe againe as it were guiley of theft, and 
then ſeemes to be much diſpleaſed at ſuch i]! dealing, and would 
hold Benjamin inpriſon , till /wdahs Oration melted him , and then 
with much ſecrecy and great affeQionateneſle he ſbewes himſelfe 


niſhed ſpirits; | 

Now many particulars of 7oſephs carriage are fomwhat doubtfull & 
extraordinary, and we cannot tell what to ſay ofthem, viz, his char- 
ging of them to be ſpies, when be knew they werenor, and his pic- 
king quarrels with their anſwer, and impriſoning them, and then cau- 
ſing bis cup tobe hid in oneof their ſacks,and ſobringing them into 


| theguilt of theft cauſeleſſely.* But allthis was done in ſeeming, only 


ec... the ee. 
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'tO bring them to thorough repentance for their fin, which when hee 
perceived by [ud.as ſpeechandall their carriage, that it was effected, 
then he thewes himſclfe corhem ſpeedily, .'; .. - = 
| The thing we muft imirare is this, to uſe all care of bringing} 
thoſe that are ncereto us, to repentance for their faults, by inter- 
| mixing ſeaſonable ſharpnesand kindneſſe, as ofeph did ' ro. his bre- 
| thren, © | > 30 107505! rr We 
'  Apaine, it may ſeeme tobe lawfull by the-example of 7oſeph in way; 
' ofprobatian and tryall; rocounterfeit diſcontent, and tolay grievous 
things to the charge of men, and preſſe them as if they were guilty, 
though one know the contrary: 1ftill fay ,-1f it be done by way of 
'tryall, ſo thar at laſt it be-made-manifeſt ,-that it was: meercly in 
| trya'l, and that which would ſeem alye; if ic were affirmed expreſſe- 
ly and nor with reference to ſuch an-end , being ſaid to fuch an end 
isnoralye, becauſe ic is indeed notanatirming, bur a-ſeeming'to 
affirme for a time: For in ſuch a-caſe a' mans words doe-nor ditfer 
from his mind and meaning, but alone he conceales bis: meaning | 
for a time. So Salomon ſeemed angry, and.commanded to divide 
| the child betwixr the two wrangling; barlots that came before him, 
our. Saviour made as if he would have gone further , when the Diſ- 
ciples had him in with them at Emma, ' - Soit a Judge ſeeing great | 
probability, and in a manner -cettainty of. the guiltineſſe of an | 
offendour, ſhall affirme ſomerbing to him, 'to draw a confeffion | 
 frombim, as for example,that ſome companignofhishathconfeſt it, | 
and thar it is in vaive for him any longer t-deny , or that he mas | 
| ſcene at ſuchtime in ſuch a place, by ſuch;and ſuch , when indeed 
{ theſe things were not ſo', but ſomewhat equivalent to themwas true, 
viz, Arguments coincing theirguilrineſſe , even as much. as: theſe 
things would , though not ra make them; confeſſe: I fay ſuch 
courſes taken by way of probation and tryall, ahd finding out guilet- 
neſſe, are not to be eſteemed lyes ; becauſe here the meaning is to 
be taken according tothat which: ſhall be ſhortly difcgvcred, and 
not according to the preſent ſhew of words: -; Theſe be bur a kind ? 
of ironicallcarryage ; nomorelies then an irony , that by affirming 
one thing in ſuch and ſuch a manner and geſture, doth affirme the 
quite contrary. But to doe thus in way of excufing or hiding a fault, | 
and keeping ones ſelfe from the knowledge of a Governour , is alto" | | 
gether {infull and naught , and muſt nor be allowed. ny 
Take heed that you doe nor imbolden-your.ſelves to deny., and to ]-:. 
| ſhift them off from your Superiours examining you, becauſe you 
ſee /oſeph trying his brerhren , by talking with chem, ſo :as is ap- 
parcnt he meant not as he ſaid. no 2.00088 
Againe, Joſeph made it evident, that he had forgotten all his: >, 475-4 
bretbrens wrongs, and thereforcuſerh them exceeding kindly, for he'| threnewrongs, 
weeps over them, and comforts them , bidding them nor to bee! 
ſorry that they had ſold him, and he ſends for their families ;-and | 
”_m_ them gifts , and maintaines them and their families, ow ſers A 
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He hearts 


ſome of them before Pharaoh, and prevailes to ger them the Land of 
Goſhen to dwell in, and after their Fathers death when they ſend 


have repented, thenif they had never ſinned. - | 
Hence we muſt learne the duty of Brothers one to another, even 


| God afflitingand diſtreffing them, | | 


-not bound to provide tor rhem thar ſpend it on their luſts ; if they 
will ſerve the Devill wich what they have, let them be ' pinched, 
no man is to pity them in ſuch caſe. Bur when Gods hands brings 


perſon ſhou!d improve his wealthinefle ro the helping and inri- 
ching of thoſe that be poorer, and to their maintenance.in their 
neceffity as 7oſeph did , elſe they are == ef wanting naturall 
affe&ion, and of great'uncharitableneſſe. 77 | 

- Further you ſee, that when men have tracly repented of their 


men intheworld; becanſe now they were ttuly changed. So ſhould 


finnes be amended, it is not requiſite to ſhew ſuch reſpe&, bur 


| when they be amended. Therefore every ſinner ſhould haſten to 
amend , that he might repaire his'broken eſtimation, and regaine | 
the love which he bath loſt with good and wiſe men. And thoſe | 


muſt not pleaſe themſelves in their folly, that ro a man: truly re- 


ſelfe , who doth blot the finnes of his converting children our of 
his remembrance, and that ſo, as if they commit them no more, 
hewill no wore remember them. ; 

Againe, in Joſephs carryage to bis brethren, we ſee how eafie he 


| was to pardon, for though he ſhewed himſelfe rough at firſt, yet 
| chatwas not out ofa revengefull paſſion, but out of a deſire to bring 
| them to repentance for their ſinnes,. for he knew they had beene 


very wild and faulty in their youth $ but be till ſhewes love and 
kindnefſe , notwithſtanding the hatred that they ſhewed to him, 
and he ſees God in it , and would bave them ſee God in it , and fo 
comforts them, and pacifieth bimſelfe. All good men' muſt imi- 


| tate him inthis, forgive and forget huge,great,and enormous injuries. 


If 


—_ ——_ 


Gene. The Example of q Cav. 39.&c. | 


and come to bim, he uſerh them withall kindneſle, weeping and | 
| comforting them, as is manifeſt in the ſtory.: Sothar he had utterly 
| forgotten all wrongs, and loves them no whit lefſe now that they | 


to communicate their wealth one to another, and the richertohelp | 
[ro maintaine the poore'in caſc of dearth or want; or amy hand of | 


Indeed if any bring want upon themſelves, abler kinſmen are | 


afflition , when they frame to good courſes, ' then they are to be | 
| helped by thoſe of their kindredthat are of ability» And one able 


ſinnes , be they never ſogreat, their ſinnes muſt be forgotten, and | 
they muſt be accepted and regarded , evenas if they bad never ſinned. | 
Hoſeph is as loving to his:brethren , as if they bad beene the honeſteſt | 


men be to the greateſt offendours, when a ſound: and: thorough | 
reformation and-amendment ſhewes ir ſelfe in their lives. Till | 


formed, are ſtill objeing and upbrayding former evill deeds, | 
Herein they ſhew nox the deteſtation of the vices , but wrath and | 
diſcontent __ the perſons, and are farre unlike to God him- | 


| 


| 
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' If one have gone about to deprive us of our liberty , our goods, of 
ourlives, yea havenotalone gone about it, bur effected it ſo much 
as in him lay, and after fals into our hands, ſo that we may it we} 
will revenge our ſelves of him, yet we muſt not yeeld our {elves ro | 
thoughts of revenge, but muſt dot good againſtevill, eſpecially if} 
a neere kinſman or brother bave ſo forgotten bimſelfe, yer muſt nor 
we ſo farre forget our ſelves, as to requite like for like, evils with 
evils, but muſt doe them all the good we can , and blot their faults 
out of our minds. Our Saviour teacheth this}in the Parable, you 
know , he thar hath beene forgiven the 1000 Talents, as all of ns 
have, muſt be eaſily perſwaded to forgive the hundred pence. And 
'this will make us forgiveand forget our brethrens offences, if we 
frequently remember our owne}, tO admire the goodneſſe of God, 
| that ſo graciouſly doth pardon us. Ifany therefore find themſelves 
apt to remember and requite wrongs , yea petty ſmall: wrongs, 
nothing ſo high as theſe of Zoſephs brerhren, they muſt blame the | 
greatneſſe of their ſtomacks, and condemne that rancour which 
{wellech within chem as a great fault, (ſhewing , that, they have nor 
well conſidered the love that God ſhewed toman-kind in Chriſt, 
| to forgive iniquity, tranſgreſſion and finne, And now learne all 
of you this excellefit vertue, Rtrive 'to' be'of a ſweet, and a mild, 
and ati amiable nature, ready ro paſſe by great: injuries, to ſhew 
;Zreat kindneſfe againſt great unkindneſfe, and to overcome bad 
with good, This is athing well pleaſing to Gad,, and ſhall com- 
fort the conſcience in the day ofany aflition; more'then all the 
riches inthe world. | Revenge rafts ſiveet in the doing; but after, it 
ſhall Jade the conſcience with terrours ; paſſing by falts, loving | 
enemies , doing good to thoſe which have done us evill, be bid 
things to the fleſh and blood, and 'ſeeme difficult in the practiſe, | 
but the remembratice of chein' after ; ſhall' afford unſpeakeable | 
:Content,' Om. OY OTE "Y 
|; I have ſpoken of. Toſephs good 'deeds in'foine part , viz, Thoſe 
that he ſhewed- in His Farhers houſe, and Tome of thoſe thar he 
ſhewed .in' Egypt, viz. In his private eſtate; both itt His Maſters 
| |-houſe arid his prifon: houſe , and in his*pudlike' eſtate/ before his 
advancement to. Pharavh, in reſpe& of his dreames, and after his 
! jm to Pharach, and to the Egyptians "and his bre- 
r ren. | | $0 $27 | I 26 Py 6 rs 7 > I : 
Laſtly, 7oſeph after. bis Father was dead \, carryed 'himſelfe | Gen. go. x6, 
lovingly ito his brethren, for had he revehped ' Himſelfe after his | t92% 
; Fachers death , everyone would have ſaid," he”had but differhbled 
before; ſo we muſt continue doing good, when naturall/and carnall | yh; good 
motives are gone, atid not reſemble 70afb who ſerved God onely | <xryage to his 
+ ons & Jopdithoridgberas ales fo 135 or ie 
Now followeth 7oſtrhs good behaviour to his Father, He did || bim. 
thoſe 7 things which children ve taughrin' their infaricy,viz, To a 
love; 'botiour, and fuccour their Father. r. Heenqifired of his —_— bealth. | 
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: | and welfare, as ſoone as he ſaw his brethren , Ger, 43. 7. and in 
os eqn 45. 3. 9+ and 46. 29. he did gratifie him in his requeſt 47. chap. 29 
—_ 0. 2, Viſited him in his fickneſſe, Ger. 48. 1: 3 He ſhewed great | 
in his ficknes, | 1OVE TO him, after his death, Gem, 50. 5. If you do thus to your | 
Gen- 48,1, | Parents, the Lord will proſper you, if not, curſe you, all the peo- 
a Rh ple wereto ſay, Amer. When a curſe was qr againſt awicked 
lorctohimafs | Child, 2. He ſhewed his honouring of him by theſe effeats. 1. He 
TION: ; | ſent honourably for him, Ger. 45. 21. Hepreſented him ro Pharaoh, 
him 7 puree Gen. 47.7. and uſed him reſpe&ively when he was with him, Ger. 
andpublike, | 48, 12e He bowed downe to the ground to him , and afforded him 
ITS a very honourable buryall. Thus he honoured him in private, in 
publike, alive and dead. The eye of him ( ſaith Salomon) that deſpiſet 
Father or Mother ,'the Eagle of the valley ſhall picke out , Curied is 
3. Heſucceu- | Cham to the worlds end , for {lighting bis old Father, 3. He ſuc- 
red him, coured his Father , readily and aboundantly hee promiſed it. 
Gen. 45.1t. And accordingly performed it, 47. Ger, 12, Honour 
is required expreſſely in the Commandement, and love followeth | 
neceſſarily from this. And 1 Tim. 5:4 the other is injoyned. 
If I muſt either fee my Father ſtarve or my ſonne, I nwſt relecve 
_ | my Father firſt. | | 
1ofpir faults, | His faults are few, there is nothing ſpoken of any thing done 
amiſſe by Aordeca: , Nehemiah, Efter, little by Tofieh , Moſes , Ioſepb. 
r.Heſwore. | 1. He ſwore Ges, 42. 15+ 16, Undoubtedly it was a finne. 1. The 
'matter did not require an oath. 2. He ſhould not however, have 
ſworne by the life of Pharaoh: yer there were ſome things to cxte- 
\nuate it. 1.. He was out of the Church, 2. He had not ſuch meanes 
Mat. 5. then to revealerbis tobe an oath, ſocatching a thing as a raſh oath } 
may befall a good man. LE SF ID | 
Learne therefore rqtake heed ofcommitring faults ordinarily pra- 
| &iſed, faſhion nor your ſelves according to this world. 2. In ſpeciall 
:.Hecame ftakeheed of this common fault , an oath. 
_—_— Secondly, hedid trench a littletoo neare upon an untruth, you 
; are ſpies, ſaithhe, and ro ſee che nakednefſe of the Land are you 
come. This was ſpoken of him meerely by way of probation , and 
not with an intention-of accufing rhem, bur trying them, it was a 
| Hiseroffes | [ong ironie. _ | 
OAK bo. Now follow the crofles and benefits which Zoſeph bad, His affli- 
threns hacred, | tions Were many, 1; The batred of his brethren which proceeded 
M5 ro from envy./:2, They conſulted to take away his life, Ger. 35. Say-| 
away hislife, *| INF » 7.08 cares the Dreamer , come let w kill him , and then ſhallwee ſee 
| what will become of bis dreames , but God taiſed up Revben at that time, 
| to ſhew hiar favour for his Fathers ſake, becauſe he knew how deare 
[- . | hewas to Jacob, and he perſwaded them notto be ſounnaturall, as 
PEAS «fry to imbrue their hands in their brothers blood, bur rather to caſt 
| fave, .: |bim intoapit, rodeliver bim out of their hands for the preſent , 
| He ferred] intending himſelfe after to pull-him out in due ſeaſon. 3. They- 
panther houſe, | ſold him for abond-ſlave to Midieniti[þ Merchant. 4. Hee _ 


© The Exampleof Cav. 39 &c.| 


UM 


CEN, ] O SEP He CHap. 39, QC. 
2s aflave in the houſe of Puriphar , and toyied, and moiled there 
| like ſome baſe perſon, rhough God ſhewed him ſome favour by 
 inclining his Miſtrefſes heart rowards him , bur all was over tur- 
| ned againe, by meanes of his lewd Miftrefle. 

Fittly, he was caſt into priſon by his Miſtreſles falſe accufarion , 
and there he lay ar leaſt for two yeares, Pſel. 105. till the iyon entred 
| ro his ſoule. that is, hewas ſo laden withchaines, thathis feſh was 
' caten with them, 9 
i; Sixtly, He was forgotten by the chiefe Butler. | 
{ Beye thankfulto God, if you have eſcaped many of theſe croſſes, 
| make your croſſes eaſie, by laying them by the-hard ones of Joſeph, 
|! who was berrerthen you : then learne to prepare for crofles, for- 

- [ger not what you may be, flaves, accuſed of toule crimes, prepare 
| forthe harred of your Brethreti. 

Secondly his Benefits. Py 

- | The Lord beſton ed npon him a great number of Benefits, 

Firſt ſpiricuall. 

Secondly Naturall. - 

Firſt for ipiriruall. The Lord was exceeding gracious to his 

 foule, nor only giving him the outward Ordinances, which he en- 

joyed in his Fathers houſe, then the Church of God, for then the 
forme of the Church-Governement was domeſticall, where hee 
had ſacrifices , circumciſion, and teaching by the Prophers of 

God. viz, His Grand-Father 1ſaack, and his Father 7zcob, for I. 

ſaack lived till he was of yeares fit for teaching ; bur alſo vouchfa- 

| fing by theſe Ordinances to worke Faith, 'and true holinefle in his 
heart, ſo that he was an heire of rhe righteouſneſle of faith, and 
partakerof the promiſes made to his Fore-fathers. And this is the 
greateſt of benefits that can be granted a man in this life, even ro 

' cauſe him fo to live in the Church, as to become an holy man, rhat 
is a true member of the ſame. ES | 

So God cealr with 7/aac, and wirh Uacob, andart laft alſo with o- 
ther Patriarchs, /acobs ſonnes, and Joſephs Brerhren , bur he ſan- 
cificd loſeph berime, andler his Brethren raunne on 2 longer time, 
in the courſe of unregeneracie. Wherefore b>loved brethren , ler 
£acn-of us ſo looke upon the goodnefſe of God to Ioſeph, asro 

conſider whether himſelfe have attained the ſame favour, even 
to. bee fanRified, and ro bee made a true believer, an holy man, 

a Saint of God, wee muſt bee Saints in this life, if ever we hope 

to come to the fellowſhip of Saints hereafter, _ | 

If any of you finde himſelfe ro bee converted, and ſee that 

G © D hath dealt very favourably with him , as witch Toſeph, 

and that perhaps alſo in his Childe-hood , and Yaurh; ler him 

Enlarge himſelfe in rhankes , and Rirre up his heart to blefſe 

the great and Holy Name of G oD, for this benefit, and che 

| greateſt of all benefits, and ler him prize and efteeme this good- 


eſſe of God, ata high rate. 
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4. He ſerved | 
asaſlavein 
P utiphars 
houſe, 


5, Hewas 
caſt into priſon 
byhis Miftrefle 
falſe accuſati» 
ON, 


6, He was for» 
gotten by the 
Butler, 
TheVſe of al 
his croſſes to- 
gether, 


His Benefits.; 


r.Spirituall. 
He did pertake 
of the Holy 
Ordinances, 
and was made 
holy by theme 


Secondly, _ 


26 


2, He was 
confirmed in 
goodnefle, 


2,Thel. 2.17» 


I Pet.5-10- 
[er.3-23, 


2, Natural], 


r. In Gene» 
rall. 
 Gen.39.2.2 3, 

He was a pro- 
| ſperous Man, 
' I, lob, 


2. More 
particularly, 


1. Goddeli- 
vered him our 
of heavy and 
grievous ca» 
lamities, 
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| Righrcouſneſſe, by all the changes and alterations thar befell } 
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(IEN. The Example of GCuav, 39, &C. 


Secondly, the Lord having made him good did confirme himin 
his goodneſſe, tor thar hee was not turned out of the wayes of 


him. | SIT 
His fathers indeed exceſſive ahd ſomewhat fond affeion, did 


not make him waxe conceited,: and fo decline tro evill wayes, 
and waxe worſe than before. The envy and hatred of his Bre- 
thren could nor make him forſake the trade of piery, and joyn 
wich chem in their diſordered courſes, His ſervice in Putiphars 
idolarrous houſe, nor his preferment there could nor alter him. 
His Miftrefſes love and ſolicitations did not change him , 
nor the irons eating in his ſoule, did not diminiſh gcodnefle in 
him ; nay his high and ſudden preferment in A pt, did not make 
him forget God, and turne either an Myyprian idolarer, or a 
wicked man : bur Joſeph was Joſeph ſtill, in all his roſſin»s and 
tumblings of tis eſtate; if you be ſtill good in all eſtates, adverſe 
and preſperous as JOSEPH was, magnifie Gods grace, thar 
bath eſtabliſhed you in every good werd and work, and confeſſe 
that you have ſtood by his power: bur if any have declined or 
back-{lided from his goodnefle, ler him ſee his miſery, anddoe his 
firſt workes, returning to God, who calleth back-fliders , andpro» 
miſesto hea:e their back-ſliding. 


So much for Ioſephs ſpiricuall benefits, now for the naturall 
beneftts. | 

And firſt in generall. He wasa proſperous man. and God made 
all he did to proſper, both in -uriphars houſe, and in the Priſon, 
So God proſpered David where ever hee went, and 706 too for a 
while; this brings contentment to a mans ſelte, and gerteth him 
a good eſteeme from others. 

See therefore whether God vouchſafe you this mercy, aſcribe 


the praiſe of yovrproſperity to him, and ler this goodneſſe allure 
you to love, feare andobey him, toſeeke his honour, and to doe 
all good with that proſperity of thine, but if contrarily, God 
croſſeth any of you, and ſers himſelfe againſt you ſo, that nothing 
thrives with you; ſee Gods hand that doth walke contrary to 
you . and finde our the cauſe, and turne this adverſiry, into an oc- 
caſjon of the greateſt proſperity. 

There 1s a ſanQified adverſity, as well as curſed proſperity, la- 
bour tofeare God, and walke in uprightneſfle before him . and diſ- 
eſteeme earthly things. And ſo much for his genera!l good eſtare, 
more particularly. | = 
_ Firſt God delivered him out of ſore , heavy, and grievous ca- 
lamities, and by his ſpeciall providence, andin a manner, more 
then ordinary. , 

- Firſt when his Father ſent him to his Brethren, he loſt himſelfe 


wandring abour, and knew not where to go, then God cauſeda man 
: = 4.) 


— 
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he ſhould finde his Brethren, | ; 
Secondly,when his Brethren conſulred corake away his life, God 
raiſedup” Reuben to deliver him,” and when they thought after to 
have difparchebim, che Merchants cameby, and fo God took them 
off then ; when he was in poor God inclined Patiphars heart 
cowards him, and his Maſters hkew h 
Butler remembred him when he had long lien chere, and by thar 
meanes God brought him out of che priſon, and advanced him co 
| be chiefe Officer in'\Xgypr. 3s DO OE 
| - Thus you ſee ſtrange and nappy —_— ont of miſery , ſo that 
| Joſeph mighr well have called by the ſamericl?, that his old 
i Father Jacobdid, the God that delivered his foule our of all adyer- 
ſity, as Pavidallo intitles him. Hath God ftranyely all delivered 
| you out of great miſeries, cither from keeping them from falling 
upon you, when in all likelihood they muſt have come, orin help- 
ing you, when/your'ſeives cou'd ſee no way out? if ſo, acknow- 


| good eſtare, that rethembred you inyour [ow eſtate :'|er thoſe thar 


ſubmir, be paricnr, cruſt in him. 
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ticnce therefore andconfidence;''Soyou ſee bow ,God, 
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out of evils; - 


deed he Jaded him wich benefirs,as it is in the Pſalme. Andto begin 


F 


ry pife of interpreting 


| both. * : 


of:the kine; and carey'df' corne'7 and 7, 
yeeres, rhe quality of ithe kine and ea Fol 

far, deſhie, and well fevodred Rite, ÞIdbt 

andempry extes, wich leaneHfieſied ind iff 1 
of Cuntan. Tho GEES far god poodlyh 
virer forgerring of chepaſt abutid4&eE by the 


gedhim on the third day. So for Pharaoh; Dreames ; 


Gen,.. JosEP?H , Cnap. 39, &Cc.| 


| colmeet him ; that ir'may ſeeme did know him, and told him where 


iſe in che priſon, and laſtly, the | 


ledge Gods Providence and goodnefle, and forget nothim 1n your | 
are in miſery, learne'tocaſt chemſeives upon God, as Joſeph did, | 


- -TheLordin bringing his ſervadts into calamicies,aynics ar their | 
| betteriagby chem; an#vis Gloty ir rthoir Ueliverances : Jearng per 


: Next conſider what good things hee ſtored Him wirhall , for in: | 


|. You know-how veddily hee: eoah cell che Butler and the Ba- | 


2, He laded 
'kim with be- 
nefits. 


1+ God gave | 
himrhe git of | 
interpreting | 
Dreames. 
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wine, and the number of dreames, 8? [ | 
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'{Guv. The Example of —_— 39, &C, 


Secondly , the certainty andne necre approaching of of therhings things 
| which. was to bee ſurely and inſtantly fulfilled. You: ſee how 
apr mo dreames were tofi.nifierheſe things.and when God gave 


|e5jo eq h the ſpirirof interpreration, haweaſieche interpretation 
d 


is, and how Ro and handſome, as it were, all.rhings forcing ſo rea- 
fonably forſuch {DP A mag ng. Doubrleſſe this incerpreration by irs 
ſe, and hroefſe, did carry. the credit of cruth wich ir. 
Now at thoſe times, when Goddid pleaſe ro make Dreames ari or- 
dinance. of is, for the  revealingof things neceflary, it was a ſpe- 
ciall favonr ot his togive the power of zatrerpreting thom-roo;for 
(what! is a dreame it jr be nor interpreted, buta meanes of ns 
ed e booghy and Fearey?, How God rhar gave power to ſhew che 
weaningof re p03, Wh en Dreames were his. Ordinance, i is able 
{lors gives bat fr qt ipterpreting his Word ynro men, (ceing the 
Word is now his Ordinance, nr c revealing of all eepth tomen, 
needfull to falyation, ; - . 
| e muſ} beſecch Gad to powre pifre upon his ſervarirs 1 now , C- 
yen to give uyto ens $kill, and will; £9 become faichfull 
and if, God do give-ro any an exrraor- 


 djnarv gifrthis way,lerh im be chankfull Godand afcir for their 
good that needir. 

. Another gift Pak mind, Was great wikdane tad Jnntertch to] 
parts Low 


ane eo his, chagge :: Lou ſee how hee 
marere ln e:preat honſhold of; Auc/phar io.; thar they 
bl DA ge ps ehings weat well which could nor havebin ſo; 
If the ſon char. orderctall had.;not hed-ari excelicnr head ro 
eff and aft an Hi en he was-in. priſots; by- liecle! aad lirtle 
is excellent ſufficiencias.; to:doe apy worke, 
[and po peri as the former ma AI , ſa hee: incraſted him wich 
am 
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| | Indeed many times God chooſerh,rather the ſimple beads of the 
world, then theſe nimbleanddeepe partes, that it may appeare tis 
; of his grace, and norof nature, that men bee. godly and verruous; | 
| Bur an excellent-gift it is, and makes way for their pre:erment in 
world'y things that bave it, bur ler chem which have ir take heed 
of ſuffering it to degenerate inro Craft, for chen ir will become 
pernicious. : . 040934 br i | 

'Craft is naturall wiſedome, ſeparated-from Juſtice, Truth, Cha- | Craft, whar ir 
| riry, and other graces, and joyned with falſchood, injuriouſneſſe, | 


| and ſelfe-love, as it were a weapon.in the hands,of Traytors,.a fort 
poſſeſſed by Rebels, by which they. doe make warre againſt their | 
Againe, take heed that you waxe or proud of this gift, bur ſtir 


{ up your ſelves to blefle God forit, and make uſeof ir for thegood | 

and benefit.of 11mpler heads, and. nog;only. for your particular ad- 

vantage, and letmen be carefull to, beg, nor ,onely naturall, bur 

ſpirirufall wiſedome of God, both. are promiſed by him. | 
Thus farre of his gifrs ot minde, Lgoe on to fpeake of externall 

| | gifts, I meane the good things that were wirthour himſelfe, 

| The firſt is, that where ever he came, hee waz.ecſteemed, loved, | 3.Wheree- 


truſted. His Father loved him above allhis Brethren, andeſteemed re came, 
more of him, chcn of them qll, and pgs cootideppt in him, ſo has makloved, 
he believed his repores of, his Brethren; and obſerved hisdreames : | cruſted, 
his Maſter Putiphar, the Agyprian;layedbim aboye all his ſervanrs, | 
andrruſted him with all his eftate, and had. him in great account : | 
| puttingall intohis band :. his miſtreſſe eſteemed him, but coo much, | 
' [and loved him too-mneh , and durſt,rruſt him with her. name and | 


+ af} SIE as; 0M 6 FI_Ns Pee AIG 
IS LEI obg NE EY Po 17 


| honour, inthe caſe.you knowopf ; chen Pharaoh truſted him'wirh | 
his ring, andthe. commandof all Fgypt, and imployed him in that 
| moſt important affaire of. providing. andſclling Corne, and whar'| 
| eſtimation he had with #hara0h 1s evident,, 'and what love, when for | 
{ his ſake he (o reſpetted his Father and Brethren as to-give ther the 
fand of Goſhen for a poſſeſſion, the peop!e alſo they Javed:and ho: 
nouree him exceedingly, :andeyen pur their lives. and lands and all 
into his bands. Ek not on oth oe LS 

A man more affeted, reſpected and efteemed, then Joſeph in his 
time, no ſtory can name .it isa (ingular thing to bee loved, regar- 
ded, truſted, accounted, not only a, wiſe, bart a juſt , good , worthy | 
man, -andto have the good wils of mea attending him-alwayes. So | 
it was with David, all loved and honouredhim, bur he which ſhould | L 
have honoured him moſt, his father in, Law, $u/, - ler all ftrive by 
ſhewing all Joſephs yertues, roger the good will, as of God, ſo of | 
men, that they may be capable of daingand receiving ſo much more | 
good, by how much he hath more command in the heares ofmen, | 
v Indeed Gods people have lived ſomerimes amongſt ſo evill | 
? perſons , and in ſo evill dayes, that their, vertues have begor- | 
y ten-hatred and reproach ; bur if mensprattice be notevill, and} 
| .- BY. "SEEN rimes | | 
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(JzN. The Example of Chaz, 39, &c | 


times be nor very bad, good carriage will ger good will and good 
eſteeme, be nor ſo farre carried with mens words. and liking, as to 


condeſcend to their ſinfull courſes , for the attaining thereof, bur 
ſo farre, as fairthfol!, wiſe, loving and vertuons behaviour will win 
ph every man ſhould labour and ſeek to procure the afteQions of 
others. | 

Secondly, Joſeph had great ourward preferment, he was made a 
chiefe Commander and Counſellor of State in ZMgypr, to reach 
his Senators wiſedome, as is inthe Pſalmes , and withall hee had an 
heart given himto uſe his preferment well, for the common bene- 
firof mankind, and opporrunity too, to uſe ir for the particular 
good of his farher and family, and for the preſervation of the 
Church, | 

To be preferred unto a place of great honour and authority, is 
a thing that moſt mens eyes doe gaze after, and ambitiouſly wiſh 


and ſeeke after; but to have it caſt upon man, by God, for hisgood 


deſervings, and then tobe fo bleſſed in it, as comake ita meanes of 
45 "8 many, eſpecially the Church of God, this is a grear 
benehr. . 

So did Hefter uſe her preferment, and Hordecay his , fo Daniel 
his, ſo David and Solomon theirs : you are not likely any of you, to 
come to very high place, yet who can tell perhaps, rhere may bee 
ſome young ſcholler or other amongſt you, that may come to high 
eek ler me ſpeake fuch a word to him now, that may come into 

is heart hereafter and doe him good. Tf you be advanced, ftriveto 
doe good tothe Common-Weale, and ler the Nation fare the ber- 
rer for you: ſtrive to do good to your kindred,% the Church, though 
the Chureh may not confift onely of your family. 

Honour and grear titles, and offices,: will be bur like a high gib- 
ber, to expoſe men unto diſgrace, if they be uſed ar the Comman- 
dem ent of ſelfe-love,and other vices, bur happy is, and ſhall he be, 
that hath Joſephs preferment, and Joſephs heart touſe ir according 
to his example. | 

But woe unto thoſe perſons which being lifted up tro honour 
prove like a ſtone in a ſling rodeſftroy many, and chiefely to batter 
downe vertue and piety and them that follow it. 

Thirdly for gifts of bodie, Joſeph had a ſtrong and able body, 
as appeares by his living toa I1o yeares old. This is a great bene- 
fittorhem inwhom it 'is found in the way of righteouſneſſe, live 
ſo, young men, that you may be. capable of it: and you. thatare 
old, be thankefull- if God bave granted you ic in the ſame manner 
as he did to Piſtph, even to be long inthe world toenjoy the com- 
forts of the world as he did. For he was thirty yearcs old at his 
preferment, & therforc he lived in thar flouriſhing honourful eighty 
yeares. A happy recompence for all .the ſervice hee did to the 
Church of God, and for his true feare of Godnor offending him, to 


| get his Miftreſſe favour, and torife that way. 


For 
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For bis miſery intowhbich he ſeenied ro caſt himſelfeby his goods- þ 
; nefle., was even apaire of ſtaires ro; lift him, up int6 rhe place of | 
: honour, wherein the Lord cauſed bim to Continue etgaty. yeares, | 
His goodneſſe in complaining of his brothers faults, made them | 
hate him, his goodnefſe-.in denying, his Miſtreſles ſolliciracians, | 
made her hate biw. 177 7 5 fag gb et nyo of fegres 27ogh tes 
| Their hatred imade him a {lave., ber hatred made. him a-priſoner, 
bondage ; and;: impriſonment | brought him acquainted: with, the 
chiefs Buclerz made 'bimſclfe kgowu to Pharach, and ſobrought 
him up to this exceeding height of. place. Bleſſed be God for his |: 
g00dnefſeto his people, nomanſhall hazard .himſelferotemporall | 
miſery for conſcience ſake, bur God will requitehim with a hundred | 
fold (atleaſt more comfort.) bete., as. well;as with life cternall 
bereafter, Ler Joſephs wages make you nor atraid , ſo farre as you are 
called ro it, to doe /oſephs worke,. that is , to ſay and doe good, and 
forbeare evill, rbough you incurre hatred and danger, and much | 
affliaion thereby. 1 ENG ” thewes 
Laſtly , Joſeph was bleſſed too in his poſterity , to make his well- þ bleſſed roo in 
fareup fully , he lived roſee the ſonnes of 4{anaſſeth and Ephraim his | V5 poſterity, 
7 twoſonnes, and he lived to ſee the part of the birth-right even the 
L double portion conferred upon his children, and that by the mouth | 
of his Father, inſpired by God , when he made his laſtwill. Lacob | 
adopted his two ſonnes to himſelfe ro make two Tribes , and God | 
made them both great , but eſpecially the youhger, be made bim |. 
a principall Tribe for pofeſſions, and command afterwards ; and | 
this alſo is ſome ſatisfation to a Farher, if he know that his | 
children after him ſhall flouriſh for many generations. Wo 
O that we could feare God and follow true vertue and piety as 
Toſeph did, that he might bleſſe us alſo as he did him, in our ſelves 
and poſterity, inour ſtate and our name, inour bodies, and in our 
foules, and in all that pertaineth to us according tohis promiſe, 
And letall that feare Go4 be aſſured, that ſo farre as is good for 
them, the Lord will 'give them proſperity in theſe things, forhe 
made the ſame promiſes to all liis people and will confirme them, 
ſo fare as they are capable, and ir way (ſtand _with their ſpirituall 


go0d. | 
Now you have beard of 7oſephs life, conclude we with the con- 


cluſion of his life, his death. - | = . 

For neither honours, nor favours, nor grace, nor any thing could | —_— 
keepe death away , and it muſt befall me ,and you, and all that now 
live and areto live bereafters onely marke that he dyed a godly and 
comfortable death , for in the cloze of his life, he made profeſ- 
fion of his being an Hebrew , not an Egyprian, by taking ah oath [ 
of them for tbe carrying of bis bones into the Land of Canaan; gave | 
them a promiſe of their returve thither , which was alſoah exerciſe 
1] of his faith, to demonſtrate his comfortable expeRartion of life 

eternall, whereof rhe Land of Promiſe was a figure. You arenot | 

| _ oy Cee —; — -ignorane!- | 
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32|Gzen.. The Example of GCunav. 3g. &c, 
19norant Bretbren, that within rhe compaſſe of an hundred yeares 
a minute being compared to eternity , the'whole number of you ſ 
muſt be as well as' foſtph'dying and dead ten, Be intreated ro ] 
divorce your hearrs from ſinne, the cauſe of death , from the world, 
which ar death you muſt leave; and from men which cannot helpe 
| you, neither in nor after death; and labour to get righteouſneſſe 
which will deliver from death ,, ſome aſlurance of heaven , that ye 
may have a place of comfort after death, and intereſt into Chriſt, 
who. can ſave you from the hurt of death- And theſe things it 
-you attaine, you 'may triumph over death with Pay/s ' | { 
- queſtion, Deathwhere hy $ing? elſe dearh 

- . willeriumph overyou, with the queſtion | 

of Chriſt, whoſe then ſhall be theſe 
things of which thou glorieft * 
| So much of - © ED | 
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F WS of, whom wee catinor name to you, for 


fs the Scripture giverts higy no'nam- ar all. 
& He bathagnoJnameagoodreportin'Scrip- 
[- ture for avond man; bur no name; that is, ! 
e no parcicutar' ſurtiame ;''or: 'proper' name, 
SW >y which he was vuſually-knowne and di. 
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He was good 
ro his Maſter | 
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very durifull 
ſervants, 


a ;* Example of | Cray. 39.&c | 


| your duties diligently unto your domeſticall Rulers your Maſters, 


| pon v7 good fe 


men, tobe mn the Land of Cangar, Therefore you ſec 
$ 


1. | know and ſerve God ; you all bave ſome knowledge: 
:i- } God : butlearne alſo the feare and love of that God, 


| reach ic you ,and would count themſelves hap 
| it from them.. But fora ſervant rolive in the f: 


| { yet declares no ſenſe nor feeling ot: God , ng/K 
{ ofbim, -how great a ſinne is this, and hoyy-« 


| 


bimſelfe , a good fervant hath good ſervants ,and ſo in the reft. Ler 
this incourage you that be in the place of ſervants , to performe 
for by this meanes. you may lay up for your ſelves, acomfortable 
hope af being ſerved with like care and diligence your ſelves, Gad.- 
no doubt-hath a ſpeciall hand in diſpoling-*of ſervants to ever 
 Maſtcrz it is he tbatcorderethhings 6-25 Lich a-man hath good, 
and ſuch a one bad ſervants ," niet 3 C 
ſervant, and meete with a very bad one contrary to all their hopes 
and care, againe ſometimes by mere caſualty almoſt men light 
ant. ; wy ; FI 


More particularly his carriage was good to his 'Maſter, and to 
be. 1. Teacbable, they learnt ſome knowledge of the true God from 
him. The God of your Fazhers, ſaith he, and your God harkggiven you this 
Freaſure, How came this man to knowa diſtinion of Gods ? 
How came he to know that they had a God of their owne , peculiar 
to them and to their Fathers , which was not then acknowledged 
to be the God ofall the world?;E 


ledged and-worſhipped by theſe men and by their Forefathers. It is 
not likely, thay /efgph rod bis Steward, thatghele were his brethren, 
bur ir j y minifcſ , that they pere ſorge ſugh as he knew 
to be woerſhi f the rfue Cod;-which te knewby ſothe few 


how kindly he ſpe ts tq them, that a min rpay.even perceive by 
his words , that chey were ſo much dearer to him, becauſe they 
pertained to that God, This was the more obſervable , becauſe he 
was an Egyptian ſervant, O that all you which be ſervants trogodly 
Governours , would leane ſome goodnefſe from them, even-to 
that one 
od , the-hpgere and 
carefull worſbjpofthart God from your Govern 76 ard ain 
- 


ly 6fa£ 
laboureth to teach godlineſſe unto him by wardandexa 


£ 


Steward of 7oſeph riſe up againſt ſuch in judgemends >=, | 


nm ; B KILLS 
But ſecondly , 7oſephs ſervant was a very: obſe a 


equious and durtifull 
ſervant , whatſoever his Maſter -bad him.doe was prefently done, 
C-42+,ver. 25. loſerh commanded him to fill: their ſackes with corne 
as muchas rhey could carry , and'to put every! mans money into his 
ſackes. mouths, and to put his filver cup in the youngeſt ſackes 


words, and. c. 44. 4. He dids'bim runne after them, and fay , #hy: 


' often ufEptear care to chooſe a 


the ſtrangers, brethren to bis Maſter, but not by him knowne ſorto | 


moueb, end bis corne money, and: he did according to his Maſters | 


Ca 
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pt had many Gods, this man | 
| acknowledgeth one God, andthat ohe God which was acknows | 
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4 drin{s, and for nhich he would 'mabe diligent ſearch, for fol thinke it 

; ſhould be rendred, for the matter of divining was farreetiough from Thar was an 

| | | , Hes 7 WYit. : ; ; evillatand : 

; loſephs, Loe the obedience of this ſervant ; he by rhe light ofna- | wnavtuil, | 
| ture withour Scripture, was taught to doe that , and did it, which | 
the holy Scriptures teacherh* us to doe, viz. to be obedient to our | | 
Maſters, as you tcade by Saint Paul ro'the Epheſ. Coof. As alfoto | 
Timothie, and by Peter. Therefore they are to be blamed , that living | 
in rimes.of clearcr.light, andenjoying more helps towards vertue, | 
are yet farre Jeſſe obedience then this man was. Y 

Aitineger to the teeth, and ſmoake to the ezes, ſ9 1s a ſloathfull meſ | 5,mmin 
{ [enger to lim that ſ:rds him, and even fois a floathfull or carelefſe | Proverb. 
| ſervant ro them that imploy him? as vineger ſets the teethancdge, 
ſmoak makes the eyes to 'matt, ſorheſe provoke anger and griefe 1n 
their Governours, Fulfill cherefore the honeſt commandements of 
your Governours , with ſpeed and diligence}, what things they ap= 
point you to diſpatch, ler them be diſparche4 in fir ſeaſon, and 
manner. Iftbon werta Maſter thou wouldſt have ſuch a {crvant, be 
thou therfore ſuch a cne, and do as thou wouldſt be done by. 
O bur his Maſter (may ſowe ſay) bad bim doe that which was ; 
not lawfull, viz, Tolay ſnares for rhe men, jn putting the cup 10to 
Benjamins ſacke unawarcs to him, and then following after chum 
| with a grievous accuſation ; tas they had done great wrong , and. 
| ſhewed great ingratitude in taking away his Maſters cup, and fo 4 
bringing rhem backe as if they had becne great malefators. 1. 

anſwere, that it 13 probab'e, /oſ-ph had acquainted his Steward with 
his meaning, that hedid this notwithan intention of bringing them 
!nto ſervitude, or doing rhem any wrong, but making alutle fur- 
ther tryall of them for ſome conſideration, and ſo the rhing was 
not i11 done of 7oſeph , nor of him. Let your obedience , therefore 
:now 1ts due limits, obey your Maſters in all rhings, fo tarre as 
juſtice and your duty to God will permit. 

Thirdly, his carryage to 7oſephs brethren was very kind and cur- | 3,Hewas 
teous, he brings them to his Maſters hnuſe, ſpeakes comtor ca>ly | very kind 
tothem, faith peace be to you , freeth chem from their tcares , Wide tan 
wherewith they were perplexed, liſts up tFeir hearts to God, and'{ then. 
faith, he had given them that money , brings $7meon forth to | 
them whom they had left dound behind , and gives them water to: 
w3ſh their feet, and provender to their Cattle, Loe what ſtore of 
| kindnefſe and courtefie be ſhewes to theſe ſtrangers > his Maſter 

appointed him to bring them to his houſe , bur all the orher 
kind uſage is from himlelfe as it were an over-plus , beſides that | 
which was enjoyned him, our of agood and affable narure, and 
| out of ſome good will he bare them, becauſe Þe bad beene ipfor- 
| medofrbe God of their Fathers. 

| Now lethim bean Example to us, of practiſing like curteſie to 
ſtrangers, and ſpecially when we {ce them troubled and grieved, 


and moſt of all, if we perceive them to be ſervants to rhe true God, | 
| | ſearne | 
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learne that vertue of this Steward , though hee was a ſervant, and 
bond-man, yet it was to /oſeph. 

Thas have I finiſhed rhe Examples of the Booke of Geneſis, 
which containes a ſborr and briefe ſtory of the things done from 
the beginning of the world tothe death of Toſeph, for the ſpace as 
it is thought by ſome, of 2309 years or therabouts, and of ſome, of 
60 more , becauſe they doe differ in judgement, ſo much about rhe 


age of Terah , when he begat Abraham. | 

The maine thing in the whole ſtory to be obſerved is, how wons 
| derfully rhe providence of God , wrought by degrees, to bring his 
Church from out of the loynes of Abraham, and tomake ita great 
and mighty Nation , which was buta little family, preſerving 

truth , and Religion, in that houſehold and lineage, 
when hee ſuffered all other Nations bylittle 
and little to follow their owne way 
and runne into Idolatry and 
abominations: 
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' Conrtears Reader, 


| : His Rooke being printed 
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the third part (6+) 
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Abel, 


Yep Bel What it ſignifies, p. 29. 
22> Ave his birth, ibid, 
Z@ Abel his virtues, p4g.30, 

” Ce 

| I Abel was painefull in his ' 

| calling, page. 30. 

' eAbel was rcligious, p49.3T. 

Ab:1l offered in faith, pag 32, 

|  eAbel was righteous, pag. 33. 


« bel, no finne of bimmentioned 1n | 
; with Gods pleaſure, pag.200. 


| Scripture and why ? page. 35. 

| Abvlsproſperity, pay. 36,05, 
| Abel, God had reſpe& unto his gitcs, | 
| page. 36. : = 
Abel, God gave witneſle of his ac- 
| cepting of his gifts, p4g.36. 


| eAbels adverſity, pag.37.f. | - | 
. eAbel was hated and killed by his bro- | «Abimelech takes notice of Gods | 


ther, page 37. | 


i 

4 
> 
5 


; and death, page 197. 


i eA4bimelech reſtored Sarah and allo 


- 


by 2. Printers, each of them 


+ began the parts which they printed with new numbers. | 
Butfor the Readers helpe in this Index, before the numbers | 
ot theſecond parthe ſhallfind (4) and before the numbers of 


— ————— _ | —_ 
—_— _ T_T - —_— — 


Azels gcath pa7.37. | 
eAbimelech, 
eAbimelech, nothing {aid of his birth 


Abimetech, his fault in being too 


luftfull, peg 197.ard a 31. ET 


Abimelech, \1s virtues, par.198. | 
Abimelech ſpeedily and readily obey- | 
ed God, pag.198, E. 
eAbimelech acquainted his ſervants | 

| 

| 


Abinwelech admoniſhed Abrahams | 
and Sarah of their fault, pag.20O. 


Rr Ir ctr GE rr rents 


fatisfied 4brabam, pag.201, 
; Abimelech granted Abraham iberty | 
todwellin his country, pag.202. 


gocdneſle to eAbraham, page 202, 
DAdd Avi- 


_— a 


A 


Pe | | 


_ ED 

Abimelech very probabic he was 2 
'godly mar, page 295, _* 

| Mbimelech rooke not 

| Iſaac though he ailirmed her to 

| | ſiſter, pag. 43 is 

|| \ Abimetech conſtrued 1/aacs 

| | with Rebekah in the beſt fence, page 

| a 22, 

p bimgelech t tould Tia AaAC plat, icly of his 

| fault, page 4 32+ 

"| EE | efbimel:chknew adultery W; 
| and was unwilling to CO!Nmitit, page. 

1422, 

| L bi imelech C charged that non? ſhould 
| Wrong £9re :ham or his wite, fag 34. 

| $: tech dcfrcd 

| | with /aac, pag.a 


i 


\ Cab 7 
Dre Dn Es < GO PAI TEIIES Gta —— 


| 


34 
Ceneiats, Z« 
God made him a King, 


Afimeler "Ft 20 
imelech, 

| 04g. 20 IF 
cAbimelecs,f 

| | Mitring _—_ 

4 commited, p47.20 1, 2 

: Abime'tc C# ', God rc -VE; aed hi imiciic eo 

un by adreamne, p4g.205, 

eAbimelech crofles, God iroke him 
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| barrenneſlc, pa9.206, 
eAbrahan, 


Abrahams brith, par 94- 
eAbrahams virtues, p#g 94- 
Ar bahams faith, pag 94. 
Abraham teaited God, pag.95- 
Abraham was obedicnt, p2g-95. 
eAbraham left his countrey at Gods 
' command, pa7.96, 
| Abraham \wed in tents at Gods 
' commanJ, pag.g6. 
| dbrahans circumciſed himſelfe and 
all bis males ar Gods command , 
page 96. 
| Abrebam exyelled Mis wite Hagar 
and fone 1/mazrl at Gods command, 
$7.9 
ED 4 4277 W ould heye 
4 ſaac a3 Gods commanc, p49 97. 
Abngoqms obegience the excellency | 
; of it, Þ P47.97. 
| Ublain was Teligiou:, pap.g?, 
Abraham wa: trucly humble, pa.99. 
' Abraham trained up bis family inihe 
 |knowledge of Gad, pag.100, 
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Abraham was loving and gentle ro | 


er Sennererned ee eee eerie ee rene ne ect us 


Prm_ 


his wite, pag.101, 


Rebekhah from Abraham loycd his two ſonnes yery | 
be his | well, pag.ror, | 


! 


lf 


Abraham provided a good wife for | 


? 


ſport | [ſaar7, 102, | 


Abrabams patience towards God, 


' PAP. IO03, 


ro make peace 


Abravan moderately L] ourned for | 


| Sarah, page 103. 


Abrahams good carriage towards his 
{crvants, pap.103, 


Abrahams Carriage to bis kinlmen, | 
| Page ID5, 
Abraham was peaceable, pag.105. 
Avrabam relcned 7.0 our of his ene- : 


' Mes hands, pag 106. 


OM com» 
h <cile he woulg have | 


' With fickieſil2 and "=Y women with 
| nanites, pa.1og, 


, 
| 
i 


| Page II, 


ſacriaced 7 ! 


| 
| 
4 
| 
| 


-GUragious.P4.T 06, 
Abrahams Cat iq! ve rothe Sodompes, | 
pag. iO7. 
Abraham prayed he them, pag. 107. 
Abraham fhcwed kindnefic and tus 
mai:lty to the $S2lomt:es hy had taken, 
p4r1c8, | 
eAbrabam Wrou'd receive nothing | 
from the þ K1jig « of Selome , p4,108, 
Abrahams 90504 c rriave to the Cas 


Abraham was 


hewed lowly and res 


4 
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ſpectiy e Catrria® 
Pa - Os 

| 

\brahams carriage to Mt 


| 
| 


Ab a ams carriave to Ancr, Eſhcel 
and /lamre, p4.il: 
Abrams carriage to eAbimelech | 
p4Age I'i23. ; 
Abraham maketh a covenant with 
Ibimelech, fpal1le, 
brabans deale pl finely and bonn- | 
tliuily with {hjmel ch, palin, | 
»-ibrahazzs gaod carriage to ſtran- 
gcrs, pa, 13, 


eAbrabams faults before his calling, | 
Page Tg. 
Abrahuas was an idvlater, papg.114. 
elbrabams faults ater his calling, | 
page ns, | 
Ab hrahans (9 cake n; efis of faith »Þe T1 $ ) 
Abrsham had a carrall feare of death, | 


| page TIG. 


Abrahban Gifſembled, 'pag. I17, 
Abraham erew Sarah to (in 1o farre 
as to indanger her chaſtity, pag.11 3, 
Abrahans / 


—_— ——_ 
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Abraham had two wives, pag.119 bhcefell isnotrevealcd, pag.s. | 
Abrahams bencfits, pag.11g,9c. | In eAzams linne we are to ſce our! 
\ Abrahams temporall benctits, He ownlintulneſle, p.8, | 
had agood wite, good children, go2d Adultery an hainous finne, p.a 32, | 
{ervaits,good kinimen, faithful friends, Afﬀettions, godlinefle oughtto be the | 
a good name, got a famous viRtory, rule of them and not our paſſions, page | 
{P4g 119.05, 259. | 
Abraham,God did good to others for | 
' his ſake, pag 125+ | eff iftioys, | 
eAbraham, God thewed favour to - | 
him after his death, p#.125. | e-ſflictzons, wee are to prepare for | 
Abrahams Spirituall bleſſings, God . them, and to make a good ulco frhem, | 
i called him from a falſe Religion ro the p 9,1 0o.a 93, | 
true, made him gratious promiſes, ap-  Affiztions, we are not to goe out of | 
peared divers' times to renew thoſe them till God lead us our, p.73. 
promiſes,cntered into a covenant with =Afiiftions made caly by comparing | 
him and his ſeed, p.126.0c. them with greater affli&ons gt our bet- 
Abrahams croſles, p.129- ters, p.75.and b 92. 
| Abraham cbanged his countrey and effudted to be comforted by us, p. 
| Jeſt -s fathers houſe, p.129. bl. | 
| Abraham was uicertaine where hee' Afiidtons, we ought to be thankful | 
; ſhould di; ell, p.130. and not proud for our pretefvation | 
Abraham (uffered croſſes in Lot his from them, p.91,92. | 
kinſinan, p.131.  Afiidtions, 1t 18 lawfull for us touſe 
eAbrahams wife was twice taken all goud meanes to come out of them, 
| from hi:a, p.I 32, #.0 3: * | | 
{ Abrahams wife was barren,p.132, ' Age willnotquenchluſt,p.218, | 
A great jarre fell out betweene A- Anger ought nut to make us breake 
braham a0'4 Serah, P.132. forth into reviling ſpeeches, p,a 66, | 
eAbrabam, Sarah bis wife died be- q -ppar-l ot women ought to be mo» 
forc M1in, P.13?. | deltz pP.I41- 
Abraham \(vffered in Hagars ill car- | eAfter what it fignthics,p,a 137, 


} 
; 
\ 
[ 


— ——-—_—— - 


riage to Cara. and running away being 

with chiid, pan.133. B, 
Avrehar: made to divorce Hagar and 

to ſend her away, p.133. Babylonians, 


ebraham was forced to thruſt 1/- | 
 wael his ſonne out of his family, page | gry their faults, p.,87,88, 
I 54. Babyloxiasxs their puniſhment, pa, 


| ; 
| eAbraham was croſled many waics | 39. 


in [/aac, P.134, Jargames we ought not TO OVCE» 
\ Abrahams Cath, p.1 3g. reach one another in them, p.111. 


Abrahams confederates, their vir- | Barrenneſſe a croſle that may befall 


tues, p.188, { godly women, pag 147, 
Abrabams conſederates were friends | Beaft*, wee ought to have a care of 
to him, p.188, ' themin our travailes.p.,166, 


Abrahams confederates helped him | PBexjamin what it ſignifies, p.a 127. 


Benefits of God ought to berememe- 


and kept their covenant, p.190. 
| Accnſatio« not to be believes till the | bred, and praiſe returned for them, p, 


| Common Penefits not to bereſted in, 
| Common Benefits what uſe to make 


| 

| 

[ 

matter be weighed and tried, p.a 166. A455. 
eAdar, See firſt Parents, | p.1683, 
| 

| 


Adam how long be continued before | of them, gre - | Birth. 
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Birth-right, what things s conteyned. Caine murthered bis brother, page 


under 1t, p.a 25. | 20. 

' Bilhah her linne in ſuffering her {elſe Carnedid not repent of his ate,! 
to be polluted by Rexben,p.a 106, | Pag.20, 

| | (ame muttered and deſpaired, AP. | | 
| 2T, E 

Bleſſings, | Caine perſiftcd impenitently in his 

fins, p 22, | 

Bl:ſſings Spirituall eſpecially to be Caizs benefirs, He had poſterity, 
fought tor, p. I 28. lived a long life, 4d VW as prelerved | 
Bleſſings Sp:rituall God beſtowes | trom the vioience of all men, ard tad | 
them on his ch deren, #6id, | meanes to k' epe him trom anddrauy | 
Bleſſings Spirituall,to be blefled with him our of fin,p 22. | 

all is the greatcit favour ofall, pa.262. Caines crofle., God aggravated his 
a $5. fault and fentenc<d tim tor ir, curſed | 


Bleſſings temporall, God to be prat- the carth to him, he was tull of ter-/ 


{ed for them, P. 263, ror, Þ.23, : | 


Bl:ffing: tewporall, the want of. 
' themnor to be aſcribed ro the want of | ( «lling, | 
Gods loye but to his witdome, p-264. | 
Catling,cilizence init no hinderance 
Bounty,  toplety, p 30, 

| Callmg, ilizence ii) it what good i it | 

Beaker) of God to the worſt men, p. brings, P,225.4 58, 
26. | Calling nec flary to have one, p. 23> | 
Bounty beſeemes arich man,p.112, 31534 444. 


Bownty way be extended to athers as Eff:uall Ca/ing the greateſt mercy. 
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well as to the poore, 24:4, | on caith, p,:26.a127, 
| Bounty, commendation of it, pag. Eft-ua | Callmzs how it may bee 
[19 1,! 92, i knowne, y.126, 27, 
 Bretheren wealthier ought to helpe| Cenſwrers m {t aprtobe, pa 149. 
to maintainc their poorer bretheren p.\ Cenſures we u2ht to te charitable 
'b 22. in then, p.z 32. 
| Bnying and ſelling men the origin31] 
os PIG z. Cham See Ham. 
Chaſtity. | 
Go | 
Chaſtity an excellent virtue, page| 
Caine, b9,10, 
| Chafity, thoſe eſpecially onght to | 
Aixes birth, p. IS. iabour after ir who have beere over- | 


Caimes good by rriage, p.16.07%c, ha with the contrary vice,p.D11, | 
Caine had 2 a cailing. p,16. | 


Caine was outwardly religious,Þ.16. Chil..ren, | 
Carne built 2 City, p.17. | | 
Cainehad bur one wife, p 17 Children ovght not to marry Withs | | 
' Carnes bad carriage, p.I 7.0. cut their Parents conſent, p.I159,251, | 
Caine was a wicked man, p.17, :252.227,59 60,157-« | 
C, aine was an bypocrite, p.18. | © Whar { bildren on2ht to doe in caſe | 


Caine was vexed at his puniſhment, | their Parents w-uld force themto mar 


pag. 9. | ry Upfir perſons, p.a 60. 


(eine did not mend his fault, thongh| Children ought decen ay to burey/ 
' be were gently admoniſhed by Ged their deceaſcd Parents,p.25 2. 

himſelfe, P19. | Childer:n,a fault in them to _—_ Ire | 
| | their , 


—— 


So Iv = & 


a The Index, | 


their parents death,p. 252- Weareto beat Coſt in Gods ſervice, 
{ hildren ought to obey their Pa-| p15, :4. ; .. +1 Jo ERS 
rents, pag. 250 by, \ .- Coxrteſy in our carriage commen- 


Chilares ought to lave, honour and (dable, p.110,191,192, 


! 


ſuccour their Parents, pag. a Io, 17-1 Courage what it poke . 
Couragious good men ought to be, 


b2 .,24. | 
Youngeſt Ch;/dren a natural! thing P-106,' 
to loye them, p.a 76. Courage, meanes to procure it, pap. 
Godly Children ought moſt to belo- | 107. | 
ved, p.a 77, | | Covenants made ought to be pertot= 
(hiltrez,not togrieve over-much for mcd,p.190,191, | 
| their death, p,a 82, 
; | Children ought patiently to beare Creation, 
; their pare-1ts neglect, p.a 90. 
Ch;ldren ought to ſubmit themſelves | Creation of man neceſſary, p. 2, 
to their parents inſtructions, p.15 8, Creation of man the time and mats 
(hildren gught quictly to beare their | ter of it, p, 3. 
parents chaſtiſements, p.158, Creator of us, God to be acknow- 


Childr:n ought not to pur off their | edged, p. 7. 
dutiful:efle to their parents though NE: C 
they have dealt hardly with them, pa, | { roſſes See Aﬀiittions, 
IF9. F | SEAS 4, 
Children that have good education | Croſſes ſhould ſeeme nothing» to 
2 grievous thing it is for them to fall them that have true ſaving grace; pag. 
into foule fins, p.a 130, Tn x5 Icy ney rhe tl 77k, 
| Child-bei,deliverance from the pe- | Croſſes, a comfortable deliverance 
rills of itis a matter for which publi:k out of them a great mercy, p.a 177. 
thankes ought to be given, pag.a 104, Croſ*s, we ſhould make a good ufo 
IO5, of th-m, pa 177. 2G | 

Many that account themſelves Chri- (Creſſes to be. without: them a great 
ftians come ſhort of the civill virtues Mercy, p-a 177. LIE | 
of Heathen, p.a 116, ; Crofſes,, none ought- to make tus a 
| Chriſtians ought to have the virtaes , weary of our lives,pa,e 99. > 
of Heathen ia a larger. meaſure, and | Croſſes, we ſhould labour ro beare 
better manner, and for. better ends, | them with an undejected countenance, 
P.117. - | P48.4 172» pt-24 

Church, wee are- not to fſatisfie our k | 
ſelves in being outwardly in it, pap. D. 

I 8, ye: | ; 2s YN CE 

|  Charch;fo to live in it as to become | Þ what it ſignifies, p.a 126, * -\ 
a true member of it the greateſt bene- To prevent Danger people of 

fit that can befall a man, p.b 28. God ſubje to diſſemble, pag.1 17, 

Inferiours. ought to (omplaine' to| Wicked Dazghters in law a great 
their ſaperitours of: the things they | croſſe, pag. 265, | 
cannot redreſle themſelves, p.b 3- D arkene(ſe,a hard matter to come'out 

Complaints, what cautions arc to be |, of it, pag. 129, 01 
uſed in making them, p.b 4. | 

Contentzon a fin, p,a 37, 38 SE, Death, | 

Contentedxeſſe of mind an excellent | ETGra | 
grace, p.a 56. | Death, what kindes of it Adam be- 
CorreAions, not to profit by them a.] came ſubje& to by cating the forbid- | 
great (in, p.27 4. den fruit, pag.4.5. | 

Corruptions, God to be praiſed for | Death, we are alwaies to expeRt and: 


our preſervation from them, p.25. repare for it, p.38,50. 
P v als he D 4 d 3 Death | | 
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| - Death, Gods people apt to be over- 
fearfull of it, p.116. * 
. "Death notinordinatcly to be feared, 
| p48-25 9,260, © 

Death,. a ſinne todefire it becaulſc of 
miſery, p4.« 40,11,13. 

Death, how to make it comfortable 
tous, pap.b 31,32, 

To die a ſhamefull and violent 
Death a great croſſe, pag. 176 

In Dearth men ought to bring out 
and ſell their corne, pag.6 17,18. 

Deceit a great fin,p.A 13T- 


Deliverance, 


_Deliveraxce out of diſtrefſes we 
have caſt our ſclvcs into by our finncs 
a great mercy, pag.146. 

Deliverance from dangers in our 
Mothers wombe God to be praiſed, 
Po] 62. : 

Deliverance from dangers when we 
ſaw no meanes of helpe ought not to 
be forgotten, p. 162. | 

_ A ſpeedy Deliverance from miſc- 
ries a great mercy of God, p.206. 

Dinab what it ſignifies,p.a 138. 

"4" thought to be obs wife,p. a 
128, | 

Dinahs faults,ſhe went into the City 
toſee the daughters of the Countrey, 
p-4139. 

We ought to D:iſſmade others from 
finne,p.175. | 
 Diſſembling to bee avoided, p.a 
149. 


P, * 
E arthly. 


| hea things not to be eſteemed 
of,p.26, 

Earthly things how farre to be fol- 
lowed,p.47. 

Earthly things a ſpirituall uſe ought 
to made ofthemyp.25 7. 

Earthly things our hearts ought to 
to be with-drawne from them,p,q5,46 


Egyptians. 


Eyyptians their virtues,p.a 181, 

Egyptians ſubmitted themſelves to 
their Governours,p,a 181, 

Egyptians were thankfall to Toſeph, 
p-a181, 
Egyptians their croſſes, they were 
1mpoverithed by famine,p.a 181, 
Egyptians their benefits,p,a 181. 


£ leftion. 


: Eletion of God free.p.a 41,42. 
Gods El:#ion whar it 18,p.a 42. 


Eliezers ; 
Eliezer Abrahams Steward his vir- | 
euCs,Þ.163,0%. 


163. 
Eliezer uſed ſpeed in performing his 
oath,p. 164. 


Dreames one. of Gods ordinances, 


p.b 12, 


| Drunkenneſſe. | 


by Drankenneſſe to be avoided, p.74, 
178, 

| NDrunkenneſſe Noahs example no 
patterne for it,p.75. 

j To make another Dywxke an heigh- 
nous fm,p.187, 

; To have no certaine Dwelling is a 
'crofſe that Saints of God have beene 
ſubjeR ro0,p.130, = 


_—Y 


p.166. 


P.I65, ; 
Eliezer praiſed God for his good ſuc- | 
ceſle,p.165, 
Eliezer was diſcreete,p.166, 
Eliezer had a care of his Camels, 
p.I 66, 
Eliezer made haſt about his buſineſle, 


Eliezers benefits, God gave him a 
godly Maſter, hee had his Maſters fa- 
vour,he was a truc Chriſtian, God pro- } 
ſpered him,p.167. 


Eliezer proceeded warily to an oath, | 


Eliezer ſerved his Maſter religionſly, | 


Eliezers croſlc,he was a bond-man, | 
p.167. | | | 
Envie agreatſin,p,19, 
Envie 
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Envie who poſſeſſed with it wrong| Evil noneto be done that good may 
Gad,the party Evvied and themſelves, | come of it,p. 177, | 
P496,97. ' Evills to come a great mercy to bs 
Emnvied weare to prepare for it, p. a | forewarned of them, p.a 179. 


98: Bare Examples bind not,p. Is 
E9-4e, wearc toſtrive again it, p.a 
35236,96,98,133. | Eyes, 
Ephron his virtues, he courteouſly CUE 
falutedeLbrahaw, was liberall rohim | Eyes well to be yſed,p.264. 
and juſt and true in his word,p.19z. | Wanton &Fyeto berepreſſed of them 
| Er was ſo wicked that God cut him |that willavoid laſt,p.a x:8,156. 
' | offp.a 161, Eye,we ought to have a ſpeciall care 
3 to keep it from wandring when weare 
Eſain, m the houſe of God,p.a 1 28, | 


: E/anhis birth,p.a 13. . 
Eſans virtues, page a I6,&&c. * Faith, 


Eſau ſhewed good reſpe& to his 
Father 1/aac,p. 216. , F4# what it is, p.69,94,138. 

Eſau was melted with his Brothers Faith moſt men without it, p.79. 
kind and humble carriage,p a 18, Faith workes a feare inus to make | 
E/au was notgreedy of gifts,p.a.18. | us ſhunneevill,p,70,71. 

E/ax joyned with his Brother in bu- | Faith will make us obey God in 
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1 rying his Father,p. a 19. thoſe ations for which wee ſhall be 
| Eſans faults,p.a 19. &c. {corned,p.72. | 
Eſar was an Hypocrite,p.a 19. F «ith haththree ſarts of as, p.94. 
Eau gave bimſclfe wholy and over- | Faith of God hath foure atts,p.94, 
eagerly ro hunting,p.a 20. Faith to God,p.g5. | 
Eſau made himſelfe great by warre,; Faith in Godip 9g, © 
p.2 23. | | '* True Faith brings forth a feare of 


Eſans profaneſle the aQts of ir,p.a 24 God,pgs. | 
Eſau ſhewed not due reſpeR to his | Faith juſtified by Obedience.p.97. | 
Parents,p.a 27. ' Faith weakencfle of it not tadiſ- 
E/ar falſly accuſed his Brother,p.a 27 | courage us, p.115, : 
Eſanx bated his Brother,p.a 27. Faith to be approoved by yeelding 
| Eſau comforted himſelfe in the | our lives when Gad calls for them, 
thought of killing his Brother, p.a 28. | p.245. 3 

Eſanc Benefits all temporall, p.a 28, | Faith.to be manifcſted by the fruits, | 
Eſaus afflitions,p.a 29. P.249. | F 
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To havethe Eſteeme of men is aſin-| Faire Face men too much led by it, | 
ar favour,p.b 29. P.193» | 
| gu F x TS | Good Faretolove ittoo much afin, | 
| Eve Sec firſt Parents,  [p-261,9 165. : | | 
| | | Families men bound to provide for i 
| | Eves body why made of arib,p.3. | them,p.a 68,69, ; ; | F 
| | Evah why 1o called,p.6. | Fathers ought to provide for their 
Eves firſt fault,p.11, children,p.102, | 
£ve thought by ſome torhave borhe | 
twins at'every birthgp.17. | = | Feare, 
| Evil,  - | * Feare of God an excellent grace, | | F 
AI. 248,249.Þ G2) | > ; 
Evil externall a&s of it we "_ Feare of God to be labourd after, | | 
ower to forbearc, . - AS , .b 8. : 
PEDEL oY IF Ddd4 Firſt | 
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Firſt Parents, 


Firſt Parents their firſt ſin,p.4. 
Fir Parents their fall deicribed, 


Firſt Parents, divers other fins fol- 
lowed upon their firſt ſin,p. 6. 

Firſt Parents, their good carriage, 
.6. 
n Firſt Parents, their benefits before 
and after their fall,p.6,7. 
| Firſt Parents,tcheir crofles,p.7. _ 
W Firſt Parents,to be imitated 1n their 


Firſt Parents, greatneſſe of their 
(in,p.12, 


Fornication, 


Fornication an heighnous (in,p.b 10, 

| ornication We ought to be w atchfull 

againſt it,p,a 248; 

| © Fornication helps agaio{t it,p.b 10. 
Forgetfullueſſe of Gods Word a fault 

that none are exempted from,p.25 8. 
Frand in all kindes to be abhorred, | 


A 9. | 
Faithfull friends a great bencfit,p.122 | 
Friendſhip oaght to be laſting, p.a 160? 
True Friezds ought to be ferviceable, | 
f-416r, | 
Friexds ought to be truſtie,p.a 161. | 
Fullzeſſe of bread a great fin,.p.23 2. 
Fary of unreaſonable men by humili- 
ty and ſubmiſſlivencfſe to bee appea- 
ſed pa 57. | — 


an what it ſignifieth/p.a 1 27. 
IMany Gentlemen their onely care 
is for their belly,p.165 . 


Gentlemen that have ſpare time how 
they ought toimploy ir,p.165, 


Gifts, 


Gifts not to ve greedy of them, p.a 
18,19. 52:3 0. | | 
Gifts of God,we are not tobe proud 
of them,p.b 14, HS 


good deeds,p. 8,9. rents,p.4 5. 


Glory. 


Vaine-Glory to be avoided,p. 8E, | 
| God. | 
God bleſſeth thoſe that ſerve him, 


P.I25. 
Falſe Gods of Chriſtians,p. 1572. 
God to betruſted with our welfare, 
$2976. - 
Goas goodneſle to his people ought 
to be taken notice of by us, p.202 
God to be inquired of in all occur= 


God,how hee may be inquired of, 
p26. 
| God, how he appeares to us now, 


A 87, 
ND Godly, 


Godly, God doth good to others for 
their ſake,p.125. D 

Godly, God to: be called on:to be 
made ſo, p.144.2 83. 4 Wb 

Godly who arc made ought to praiſe 
God for it,p.145 .2 84, | 

Godly, to be a friend to.them 1s a 
wiſe part,p,188, £8 

To be made Godly 1s the cheefeſt 
bleſſing of all, p.a 83. IIs 

Good men,a good thing to love their 
company ,p-176, 


Governours, 


Gevernonrs ought to uſe their aws 
thority to ſappreſſe fin,p.a. 34. 

Governoars. ought ſpecially to pray 
for their owne Families, p.a 69.' . 

Governours ought to.cleanſe their 
houſes of all vices, p.70. 

Governdurs, riothing ſhould drive us 
torebell againſt them,p.a 181, 


Grace. 


To be endowed: with ſaving Grace 
is the chiefelt merey of all,p.144... 

Saving Grace who are endow-:d 
with ſhould make-nothing of croſſes, 


p.T45- Sos ME; 
- Greatueſſe any way notto be abuſed, 


«204, 
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( TY Abitation.in choice of it our ſoule 
chictely to be aimed at, p.176. 


Ham. 


Ham his birth, p.79. 

| Ham was faved in the Arke from 
' the deiuge.p.50, 

' Ha-z wasan Hypocrite, p.82. 


Ham faw the rakeinefle of his Fa- , 


'ther,p.82. 

| Ham acquainted his Brethren with 
{ bis Fath-rs nakedneiſeyp. $4. 

| Hams puniſhment,God curſed him 
11 þis Soniue { an4anyp. 86, 


Haoar, 


Haoar probable thar ſhe it red God, 
p. 448. 
| Hagarsvertues,p,145.00, = 

Hagar was obegicatto hor Govers 
; NeUrs,P. 14%. 

Harar rod toe t whyp. I 48, 
| Hagar fubmitted her clic coher Mi- 
i fireſle,p.149. 
| Hagar was thankfull to God for bis 
; goodnefle in bringing her home to 
| Abrahams Family,,.149. 
| Hagar was patientyp. 49. 


Hagar was carctull to provide her | 


' ſon a convenient wite,p 149. 


> "Os 
Hazars faults, ſhee grew proud ana | 


'ran away from her MiſtreiTeyp.: 59. 
' Hagars bencfits,p,15 0. 

Hagar was one of «Abrahams (er- 
'vants. p.I50. ; 
Hagar had the favour of her Ma- 
| ter and Miſtrefic,p,r5r, 
| Hagar received great mercies from 
; God -p.I52, 

Hagar had 1>mact and a promiſe 
' concerning him,p.1 5 2. 
' Hagarscroſles, Sarah uſcd her hard- 
' Iy, her ſonne was caſt out of e4bra- 
\ hams family, and ſhe ſaw him ready to 
;dic for thirſt,p.I 52,0 


Hamor:« 


Hamor his faults,p.a 159. 


— —— P 


cumciſcd for a by end,p.a 1509, 


| 


Hamor did not reproove nor cor- | 


ret his fon for the wrong done to D;- 
nah,palsg 

Hamors yirtues,p.2159, 

Hamer was willing to 1atisfie his ſon 


pP.14159, 


7.4 160, 
| 


| plainely ſeeking his daughter and yeel- 
| ding to equall con4itions,p,a 160, 

| Hamors proſperit', his fonne was 
 indifferently good and: his ſubjc&s 
, Were £Q0d, p.a 160. 

\ Hamors crofic, him({clic and all his 


| Family and Ciry were marthered, p,4 | 


;-T 69, 
Hatred, 


Hatred of any a great (in, p.a 27, 
Hatredhow to know we are poſ- 


i ſcf1.d with 1t;p.a 28. 


Henoch, p.49, 
| Hiram was a good morall friend but 
; a bad man, p.a 160,161, _ 
| Heſpzrality to be uſed, p.174,25 7, 
| a 110. 
| Hogſes, 
 Houf:s of God tobe kept cleane and 
\ decent, p.2 52. 
| Honſes of God to be frequented,p.a 52 


Humility, 


| 
| 


| Humility an excellent grace, p.99. 
255-56, 

| Humility adorneth all graces p.b 14. 
 FHemanity a commendable vertue, 
| þ.a 66, 

| Hwtsband, 

|  Hwbands onght to beare with their 
| WIves,p IOT. 

| A goodandgodly Hwmband agreat 
 biefliag,p.145« 


Hus hands 


In point of ;narrizge 10 farreas was fit, } 


Hor deales well with his ſubjeas, | 
\ perſwading them to be circumncitcd, | 


Hamor deales well with ZTaceb, ' 
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Hs babds onght to love their wives, 


P-252.254.8 70. ; 
Husbands ought to hearken to thcir 


| Wivcs good counlell.p.255- 
Husbanary. 


| Huzhan4ry com nendatton of it,p.I 6 
Good Hu-baudry a thing comimen- 
dable,p.75 7» 


7. 
Hypocrijee, 


| Hypecriſie in Gods worſhip to be 
avoided,s.. 4,82, A 20. 

What an Hyyocrite is p.18. 
| Stenes of an Hypocrite,p.24,25- 
Hypocrites, Gods paticnce and good- 
| nefle to them,p. $0. 


| 


Tacob. 


rr IS NIE Is a eg 


Tacobs birth, p.a 4T. 

Tacobs virtues, p.a 42 &c 

Tacob was an upright man, p.2 42: 
Tacob was a skilfull and able ſhep- 
| heard, p.a 44. ; 

| Tacob lived as a Pilgrim, pa 45. 

| Tacobhad faith which ſhewed it ſelfe 
| by many fruits, p.2 47- 

'  Tacob was religious, p.2 49- 

Taccb vowed a vow to God, pa 51. 
[acob pertormed his vow, and wor- 


| ſhipped God by facrifice,p.a 54 
| {acob tooke an oath religioutly, pag. 


a54, 
[acoh gave thanks to God for bene- 
firs received, p.a 55. 
Taceb was obedientto God,r.a go, 
Taceb was an humble man,p.a 55, 
Tacob was contented with a little, p, 
{A56, - 
| Tacob was adificreet man,p.a 56. 
Jacob was painefull and induſtrious, 
Þa58: EE... 
Jacob was juſt in his dealings with 
all,p.a 58. 
! 1 J & 
| Jacob was obedient to lis Parents, p. 
59, ww . 
| Tarsb was reſpeRive to his Uncie 
 Lahan,p.a6l, 
Tacohtooke patiently the wrong £4- 


| ban offered him, pag. a 62, 
| [acob was dilgert and faithfull in his 
ſervice to Laban,p.a 64 


[acob was patient aud gentle to L- 
ban though he chaiiged his wages, pg. 
a 65, 

[acob was quick] y pacitied with Za- 
ban, p.a 66, | 

{acob uicd all ſubmiſſive ard loving 
carriage to pacitic lus brother E/as, p. 
a 67, | 

Taceb was carcfull to provide for his 


owne family,p,a 68, 

[acobs prayes for his family,p.a 6g. 

lacob purged his family, p a 6g. 

laceb inltruted his family and 
brought them to the worſhip of God, 
pa 70. 

lacoh was a kind husband to all his 
Wives p.2 70. 

lacob was duly angry with his wife, 

471. 

1aroh brought up his children in a 
cilling,p at. 

[:c:b blefled all his children,p.1 74. 

{acob reproved Simeon a''d Levi tor 
their murder, and Rerbes for his iriceſt, 
| P-2 75,76. 
| Lacob greatly loved Tofeph and Beye 
' Jamingand why? 5.4 76. 

[acob courtcoufly faluted men of his 
owne prot. ſlion,p.a 76. 

leeob thewed ſpeciall love to Rachel 
215 kinſ-woman.p.a 77. | 

Taceb thanked Pharaoh for his kind- 
n:fſe ſhewed to 7-ſeph,p.a 77. 

Tacobs faults, p,a 77-c. 

Tacoh was forgeciull of his vow | 
made to God p.a 77, | 

{acob aonſed his old Father with lies 
and diflembling,p.a 80. 

lacob obeyed his mother againſt 
Gods commandement,p.a 81, 

Taceb loved Toſeph and Berjamin cx- | 


| ceſlively,p a 81,82, | 
Tacobt Spirituall benefirs, p.a 82,6. 

Jarob was a godly man p.a 83, 

[acob had the priviledge of the firſt 
borne,p.a 84. | 

Tacob had .the bleſſing given him, 
p.a 84. 

Tacob, God often appeared to him to 
confirme his faith,».a $6, | 
| [acobs temporall benefits,p.a 87 &c. 
[acob) 
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Tacob had a large cſtate, p.a87,. . | Jacobs children, Joſeph nouriſhed | "I 
[acoh God deliycred him out of all them inthe tamine, pageza 136. | 
adverſity, P.83s | [acobs children their cro{lcs, pag.a | 
Iacob, God vouchſafed him three 136, | | | 
= great deliverances, p.a 88. | | | | | 
| [acob had a large ofspring, p.a 88. Tdleneſe. | | 
Tacob, Toſeph maintained hin and his | | 
| inthe famine, p.29, 147-neſſe a great finne and why? pa. 
| Jacobs death was moſt ſeaſonable, | 232,233. | 
| peaceable, religious and comfortable, | Ja{enefſe what iris, p.232. | 
d | Þ.A 89. | Jaleneſſe, who are guilty of this ſinne | | 
| Tacobs croflles, p.89.&-c. | ought to repent and turne from 1t, 24, | | | 
Tacobs Father joved him not {o wel | 234. | | | 
as his brother, p.a 89, 7. | AJdolatry, men naturally prone toir, | | 
Teceb,his brother E/ax bated him and 7.4 117, | ' 
reſolved to kill him, p.a 90, | Jgolatry, we are to blefſ: God we | | | 
| | Jacob fied into Padan eAram, par, are freed fromit,p.a 148. | | 
| 'a 99, | | 
| Zacobs Father in law deceived him | [pnorance, | | 
'1n his wife, in his wages, and purſted | | 
' hi with animtention to take allfrom| J/gnorance twofold, 118, | | 
| himn,p.a 90. = $18 of [gnorance may be commits | - | 
| '» Jacob, Eſa com2 agrinſt him with ay | ted by a godly man and never repented | | 
| ' army 1:tending to kill him,p,a 91, | Of .p.I19, | 
| | Jacob was croſicd in his chileren, p. | Impadexcy infin makes us ontof mea- 
ag,  fure(infull,p.21 9, | 
| | Jacobs lived in agrieveus famin for | Jmpriſonment an heavy crofle, pag. | 
| two yeares, p.29T, | a174. == | | 
| Iacebs didiiien. Impriſoument, we are to prepare ſor | ; | 
| ' IF,f674, 6 | 
4 . Zacevr children all of them were bad 
except 7of. ph and Benjamingp.i 130. Inferiours, | 
| lacobs children all of them beguiled | 


| Flamery and the Swhemites, and con- | Juferionrs prone to obey their go- 


— 
34, 


| {cnted to the murder of them, p.a 131, | Vernours carnally, p.a 81, 
* [ 132. | Jaferionrs ought to complaine to 

| Jacobs children ſould their brother | their ſuperiours of the thirgs them: | 

| | Toſeph,p.a 132. {elves cannot redrefle, p.b 3. 

! { Jacobs children lycd and couſened Inferiagrs, acommon fault in them 

| | their old Father, p.4 133. ; to grumble when they are reprehen- 

| | | Tacop; childrens gondnefle, they all | 60d, p.a 246, | 
trove to comfort their Father, they [ufcriogrs, a good thing 111 them £0 


| were dutifull to him in going downe | turne thetr ,jupcriours from ſtiftnefle 

| to Egypr and not taking Bewjarin yith 11 an mndifcreet purpoſe, pag.a 143, | 
| | them, p.z 124. | IFH. 

4 | | Zacobs children, their benefits, pag.' Inferiours ought to win the favour | 


i 


| |aT35, . of their ſaperiours by a vertuous car- 
| Jacobs children had a godly Father, | riage,p.b r r. | 
| and themſelves were pillars of the true 7zceft, nature of man prone to com- 
| Church, P.2TI135, | | mit It,2,1 I 8. ; 

| Tacobs children, God faved them all] JTzceff a great ſin, p,a 139,140. | 

? \froma greatdanger,p.a I 36, | -Jajwriecs men ought to forgive and 

Tacobs children had Rore of riches, p.| forget them,p.b 23, | 
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Loſeph, 


Tofeph what it fignifies,p.a 127. 
Toſeph was a godly man and beganto 
be ſo betime, p.b1. 
Toſeph continued good to his end, p 
b 3» 
Tofeph acquainted his Father with his 
orethrens ill carriage,p.b 3. | 
lo/eph had divine dreames,p Þ 5. 
4 was ozedient to his Father, 
$. | | | 
4 To(eph intreated his brethren when 
they wentto ſell him to (trangers,p.i 6 
/ofeph was a diligent and faithiull 
ſcrvantto Potiphar,z,d 7. 
Joſeph ſhewes the true feare of God 
' 1nhim,p.b 8. 


—_ —__ <_—_——— 


' ſpe to his Maſter, p.b 8. 

lofeph was very ctalte, p.Þ 9. 

Ioſeph was diligent and faithfull to 
bis Maſter in Prifon,p.b iT. 

Toſeph comforts the Prifoners which 
he attended upon,p.b 1 r. 


"——— 


Prifon,p.b 12, 
Toſeph dealt plainely and faithfully 
with King Pharaoh,p.b1z. 


; ; ! 
{ Joſeph ſhewed prudence and love, courteous to Joſephs Brethren, pb, | 


\þÞ,D13. 
| Jofephcarried himfelfe bumb!y, p. 
;\b13. 
| ſpe tothe Kirg,p.b 15. 
loſepb after his preferment ſhewed 


ram, p15. 


| gathering Corne p.v 15, 


' Doſeph was faithfullin bringirg forth} | 


' the Corne in due time,p.b 1 7. 
' Toſeph ſhewedinimiclic juit,o.b 18, 
Tefephs good behavicur to bis Bree 
 thren,p.b 19. 
Toſeph, ſome aQs of his carriage to- 
ward his Brethren were doubtiall and 
 Extraordinary,p.b 20, 
' Joſep forgat all his 
; wrongs.p.b 21. 
| Joſeph was cafice to pardon,p.b 22. 


Brethrens 


i Toſephs good carriage to his Father, | 


pb 23, 


De — 


Teſepbs taults,he ſwore, hecame too 
ncarc an untruth,p,b 24, 
ſoſephs croſles.p.b 24. 


take of the holy ordinances and was 
made holy by them, he was corfirmed 
in goodnefſe, p.b 25. 


Tofep2 had athankiull and loving re- | 


lofeph ſhewed all reverence and re- | 


| bimſelfe faithfull and loyall to Pha- S 


Toſeph was diligent and faichfull in | 


{o/ephs nacurail benefits, p. b 26. 
Toſeph was a proſperous man, p,b 26. 
| Loſeph, God delivered: him out of 
( heavy and grievous calamities,p.b 26. 

[o/eph, God gave him the gift of in- 

terpreting dreaines,p.b, 27. 
| Lofeph,God gavehim great wiſdome 
in managiyg any buſinefle,p,b,28, 


| Joſeph where ever he cane was eſice- | 


| med, loved and truſted, p.b 29. 


| Toſeph had great cutward preferment 


p,b. yo. + 
Toſeph bad altrong and able body, 
.b 30, 
 ſofeph was bleſſed in his poſterity, 
pb 3T, "I" 
, Joſephs ceath, p.b 31, 


1 ofep hs Steward, 


Toſeph was carefull to get out of | 


* Toſephs Steward was a good and du- 
' tifull ſervant,p,b 33,34. 
Toſephs Steward was very kind and 


| 3Jo 
i{aac, 


|. Tſaacs birth, r,244. 
 Jſaacsvirtues,p, 244,050, 
1/ ac was endu-d with faith,p 244, 
Tſaac was religfous. p.245, 
Tfaac prayed to Ged tor all good 
tn1ngs,0.246., 

Iſaac mediated, 0.247. 

[ſaac tezred God,r, 248. 


[ 
| 
| 
[ 
i 


Iſaac obeyed the ceommandement of | 


; God,p.249, | 
i J/aac Was ovedient to his Father, p. 
"25 0,0, a 

Iſaac yeelded himſelfe to be bound 
and killedby his Father, p.25 0. 
| J1/aac was ruled by his Father in mar- 
| T1290, P.257, 
| Haac buried his Father,p.25 2. 

Tſaac loved iis Mother dearely, p- 
252, 


ad DS 
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beckah,p.25 4, 


counſcll,p.255. 


P2553. 


given 1t,p.255. 


p.256. 


pany afcaft.o.25 7. 

| ſſaac was a good husband, p.257. 

Tſaer made a ſpirituall uſe of earthiy 

commodities. p.257. 

Tſaacs faults, p. 25 &,0*c, 

Iſaxc forgat the Word of God, p. 

258, 

Tſaac loved Eſan better then Jacob 

| for carrall reſpeRs, 7.25 9, 

Iſaac lied out :;t tearc,p,z5 9- 

| Tſaac ſcandalized Abimelech,p,161, 
Tfaac loved good tare too much, 

p.261, 

\ dſaacsbenefits,0.56 :,+c. 

}  Tfaac, God made his covenant with 

himyp. 26 +, 

Tfaac had a good wife,p.263. 

Tſaxc had one godly child and ano- 

ther that reſpced him, p. 263. 

Tſaac was very rich.p.26 3. 

Tfaac lived long.p.263, 

Tſaxcs croſſes,p.264,%%c. 

Tfaxc was long blind,p.264. 

Tſaxc met with divers troubles in his 

eftate,p. 2 65. 

Tſa«c was long without iffue, p. 

265, 

Tſaec was croſſed in Eſas and Tacoh, 

p,266. 

Tſaacs death,p.266. 


Thmac [ - 


Ifmaels vertues,p.1 58,0, 

Iſhmael was outwardly conforma- 
ble and obedient to his Father, p.158. 
TIfpmact fabmitted himſcelfe to his Fa» 
ther to be baniſhed our of his houſe, p. 
158. 

{ L1omacl joyned with 7/aac in his Fa- 


Iſaxc loved his Wife tenderly, p. 


Tſaxc bleſſed his children out of faith, 


| Jſaac conferred the principall | 1Þmaelr benefits, p.: Gr, | 
blefing upon Jacob ro whom God had | 1&mae!, God delivered him from 


thers funcrall,p. I59, 


1I/maels taults,p.160. 


i JTſaac hearkned to Rebeckahs wiſe | /famarl mocked his Brother,p. 160, 


1/}-ma:l was a wild man,y. 160, 


P.161, 


two great dangers, p.161, 


Haze accepted Abimekechs reproofe,! 1hmacl, God provided water for 


| him when hee was ready to die for 


Tſaac made eAbimelech and his com- | thirſt,p 162. 


Iſmacl, God himſelfe gave him his 
nanme,p 162, 

Iomacl proſpered much in the 
world,p.163. | 

1/ma: ls death,p. 162, 

Pcop'e of Iſrael one third part of 
them came of bond-women,p.a106. 

T/achar whar it fignifies,p.a 126, 


| | Tudab. 


| - juleh whatit fgnifies,p. 4 126. 
 Tudahs faults,pa 147,060 


Judah was led by his eye in marriage 
[Þ,A 148, 
| Fudah committed Inceſt with his 
; dau2hter in Law,p.a 148. 
| J«4ahdiſſembicd with his daughter 
in Law,va 149. 

Tudahb forgat his owne naughtineſſe ; 
and would have butnt Tamwar,p.a 149. 
| Juaah 'repented not of his whare- 


1/hmaecl Was a quarrelliome feilow, 


_ Iſmael was ruled by his Mother in 
Iſaac contented himſelfe with Re- | marriage,p-15 9. | 


| 


Judah 1cft his Fathers houſe, p.a 147 


; dome, bit ſought to redeeme his 
' pledgeyp.a 150. 
Tudahs wirtues,p.a 150. 
1«dah returred art laſt to his Fathers 
houſe, p.a 150, | 
TIadah was ſomewhat humbled for 
his ſin, p a150, 
ludab carried bimfclfe well to his 
Father.p aI51. 
149ah faithtully kept promiſe with | 
his Father,pa15T. 
Indah did couragiouſly beare all evill 
accidents,p.a 151, 
TInadahs croſles,p.a 152. 
| Indah had two very wicked ſonnes, 


pals. 


Eece Tudgabs | 


y- 


Y 


oi 
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_ Indabe dan) in law drew ' kim to 
t51Jeh Nec inte ended furnication 

[Lk ely,p.2 n 

|. {ndabs Ag" He ba? good nat tural 

pars be had 4;Pa1 rtof the birch-right | 


led apa hun a15 3s 
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Inſt. 


[1ſt man who,g 66 
Taft we ought t9 be in 
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ur bargain: 25 


and dealings with men, 4 Li t.bs8, 
| 3s Pl. 
| Faflice, commendation of it, p.191, 
: IF}. | 


E Erralp I57. 


King, 
LSD 


'ired to that honour,e.20 3. 
; | Runge, cangerous to ereipaſl- AgAiy 
| themnyp.a 173. 


K ings, a deſireable th ing It 1s that 
' they would pict;rre men ct worrh to 


| high places,p.a 178. 

| | Kinſmen, love and charity ought to, 
be ſhowne to the m.p.1c 6, | 
| K inaredygtheir nnkinde dealing ought | | 
| patiently to be borne,p, a 90, | 
| Rnowtedge.. 

| | 


BY Ten ous! © to Conmmml micatc th 

| Knowledge to oth:rs,p.b 5 

' Rnowledge ovght to be laboured a 
ter while the meanes of attainin 2 1T Are 
afto; red; bs 3 3. 


| daughce rs upon /«c ob. P.A113 | 


King, a favorr of God to bep preter- 


7 be Index 


Lavas was loving to his filter, p.a | 
T1, 
Labay lovingly entertained Jacob 
whea he came unto him,».a 11 3, 
Laban of vis awne accord offered | 
lacob waxes tor his worke,pallz, | 
Laban was willi ;z to b-ltow his | 


Lal ax quickiy laid dow: 'c his anger 
and matic acovenant with /acob,..p.a 
114, | 

Lai an ſhe wo hc fo loving : and. 
kinde to his daugnt = rand-clyl- | 
Ne” np alls, | 

Laban wade a feaſt at the nuarriage | 
ot his daughters,p.a.115, | 

Laban tcok notice of G30 2ds b! efl 's 
as the cau{2 ot his Þ:0'p cilty,D.a1il5, 

Laban torzure what God furbad 
hingp.a 115, | 

Labans tou'its.0.4 T1", "Flo 

Lshan was an ld tolarcryp.a I 17. | 

Luba l ved lacob im a worldly | 
maniier,,.a 115. 

Labanc -oufened laccb,p.a 118. | 

L; ms envied ?acob, becauſc he hins | 
dred hs wealth, though without | 
wrong p.a I 20, 

Laban purſued Tacoeh with an hos | 
ſtile mi.:de,o.2 1.20. . 

Laban fallcly charged 1acob with | 
ſealing his (dols,p.a 1:1. | 

Lavans benefits,hs bad a god fonns 


en | _ Fa FO h.» ; - 
[inlew,he was rich,p.a i232, | 


L :bans croli2s, pe 122, | 
/ f A . _ | L:! . ; 
abans divohicrs and OULU Ch, | 


$5 


r | dren wenrt rre from, D.a 1324 | 


Lat AN Was tYCUD £ C 'a ar :4 acobs prot- 
DP: IIty.p.a T 22. 
Lavans death,p a T IL. 


2 | 
| 
Laban, 
| 
i I”; TT" 5 CLVEH VITEROS, pA TIO,C 
; an COL trequly entcrtingd 
« prt ems Ierventp.a lo. 
| LT gave C Eliexr a £T0G antWery 
bt rid. 
Lahan ipc edily Giim id Elracy, 


alll, 


WOE | 

' 

Lamechs faults,n.,41t;c&fc, 

eg the fcti be: EALULLEG r-of P: ls | 

obexc engefAlineſle,p,43, | 

cbs bg WE. , he had ctuldren, 

a 

L xmechscrolies, hee led an unquict | 

iite by reaton of bis WIVCs, p.43. 

Lamecis three iouves inventers of | 


Strange | 


ah a 
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The Jndex. F 


Strange Langwages a heavic punith-. 
ment,p. 90, | 
Lana-lords ought not to raiſe their | 
rents too high, p. b 19. 
Law,the benefit of it may be uſed for. 
obtaimng our right,p.a 38, 


} Leah, 
| Leah her vertues, ſhe was patient 
ad loving to her husband, and thank- 
full to God,p.a 105, 

Leavs taults, p.a 105, 

Leah went to bed to ber ſiſters hus- 
| band ac her Fathers perſwation, Pp. a| 
| TO. | 

Leah was alittle too unkinde to her | 
| Siſter pA IO5. 


—_— 


Lot was twice drumken,p.1 7s. 
Lots benctics,p.179. 
Lot, God gave him repentance, pe, 
| 179. 
Lot, he and his were delivered out of 
the burning of Sodowe,p.179. | 
Lors affiiftions,p 179. | 
Lots wife,her beticfirs p.1 80, | 
Lots wife was delivered from capti- | | 
VI: Y3p.T v9, 
Lots wife was delivered cut of the 
burring of S2dome, p.180- 
Lots wit: finne, ſhe looked backe to. | 
$91ome,p. 180, | 
Lots wits puniſhment,p.180, | 
Lots daughters had no verrues,p.183 | 
Lots daun 2hters vices.p.183.c. | 
Lots daughters agreed to, ether abour | 


——_——  — — — — 


L-ahibencfirs. She bad a good hus- | two grie«vus crimes p.183. 
| band, many children, was matched in- | Lots daughtes make their Father | 
leoche Church and went to Heaven, | drunken, and committed inceit with - 
|p.4 105.  bim, p.18 7. 
 Leabs crofles, (ths wanted her huz= Lots ſonnes naw, their finne, they | 
' bands love, ſuftzred miſcries with her woaldnot be rul=d by their Father, p. 


| huband, was bleare-cycd p.a 106, 
; LCZ-viwhat itfgnifi*s,p.a 125. | 
Liberty, we oaght ro be thankfull 
for it and uſe it well,p. a175. 
Life to be ona betore goods, 


p.178. 


Lot, 


Zot was arighteous man.”.16, 
Lot left his owne Countrey and Fas | 
; ters houſe,p. 177. 
| Lot was troubled at rhe evill con-' 
'yerfation of the Sodomires p.172, | 
Lot was hoſpirtall,p.1 74. 


| Lots vertnes;p.169,c, 


221, 


Luft, 


Lafage will not quenchit,p.21 2 

Luſt, young ones ſoone ap: to be in- | 
fete with ir,n.219. | 

Luft, impudencic in it makes it out | 


'of meature finfull,p,219. 


Lying, 
I ning afin to which mans na:urc 1s | 


; Prone, 0,144. 


To deceive by Lying a great oftence 


our 


To Liein apaſlion is afinre which 


| Lot intreated the Solomires rode an ' may befalltbe godly,p.267. 


, from their villany, p.1 75. | 
' Lot ſoughtro deliver his ſonnes in | 
law.p:75. 
' £3 for a200d while kept cloſe to | 
-his Unkle  Abrahom,p. I 76, 

Lors taults,p. 176,c. 
Lot choſe to dwell in aferti'e place | 
among finfull men, p,176, 
Lor continued to dwell in So9dome | 
among great finners,p 176, 
Lot offered his two daughters tothe 


Lot lingred' in Sodome till the Angels 
tooke him by the hand, p.177. 


Ee ea — OR 
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-/ 


| 
| 
| 
Sodomites,p, 1 77: | 


To Lie for tryall and finding out a | 
| Matter no lin,p.bz1, 


M. 


Agiftrates ought to be reveren- | 
M4 Pe-b.I5. 


ANMaides, 
Maides ought to keepe themſelves 


chaſte,p.a I. 
Mailes that have defiled them- 


ſclves, ought to be humble and peni- | 
tent for i ir,p,4 2, 


Eeesz2 Maiades 


_-_,. 


bl. | ES The [ndex. | 

| |; | HMaidens ought to be painefull and | Murder, who have committed it | 
| courteous,p.a 3,103, _ | oughtnotto deſpaire but repent, p. a y 
| Aaidenrought to be ruled by their | 145, 
| Parents and friends in marriage, p-a | MHufick, a warrantable recreation, ' 
 þ-46. | 
Maids ought to be ſober and mode- | | 
rate in their carriage, p.a 130. | N, | 
| | 

| Naze the firſt woman named | 


—_ 
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| 


' 


| 
| CAay, after Eve, and why,p.41. | 
| | Nahor a good kinſman of Abraham, -» 
| A1ans Creation neceflary,p., P22, | ME 
Aans Creation, the time and matter | | 
of ir,p.3. | | Name, | 
| an, why made of the duſt, p.3. | | 
Hars meaneſle in his naturall and | A good Namz?to be choſen before 
ſpiricuall eſtate ſet forth, p,229,6c. riches, p.109, | 
Men, buying and felling of them,the A good Name a bleſſing for which 
| . | originall of it p.a 163. God 15 to be praiſed, p.123, | 
WM. Aten,whether ir be lawfull to buy ; MNapthal what it ſignifies,p.a 127, | 
| and feil themyp.a 164 ' = Naterecorrupted to be conſidered, | 
Ates, not to be ſletghted for their p.56. | | 
| ; cutward meaneſc.p.a 178. Nature of man apt to become out of | | 
| meaſure finfull,p 2 1 2. | 
| | Neceſſities ,God to be ſought two 1n 
| Marriage. them,p.a 103. | 
| Atarriages for carnall reſpeRs ought | Nimrod, 
'not tobe made,p.56.. | | 
Marriage ought not to be under- Nimrod what it fignihes, p.8 7. 


taken by children withour their Pa- | Nimrod was the firſt that ſtrove to 
rents conſent, p, 251, 252, 4 27,62, | cr:&a Monarchy, p.87. 

'I57. | Nimrod was a Tyrant, and ambiti- 
Marriage, money not to be made | ous, p,87. 
'che maine ina'ter of it,”.2158, | 
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A ditation a neceflary duty, p.247. | Noah, | 
| Aſeittation, berefits of ir, p.z 47,148 | 
Merchandize a commendatle cal- | Noah what it lignifhes,p.65. 
| | ling,y.a 153. | | Noahs birth,p $6. 
1 '  Midianiti/h Merchants,p,a 162. | MNeabs virtues, p 66. | 
| Aliſery,who have beene helptuil to Noah was a perte& man and wal- | 
| as in ir,ought not to te forgotten, p. a | Ked with God,p. 66, | | 
; 174. | Noah was a Preacher of rightconf- | 
- Aifery, what uſe to make of cur dee i nefle,p 68, | 
| liverance cut of i:,p.b 27 Noahbhadfaith,p 68. | 
| Afockinga hn,p.160, Noah was moved with feare,p.70, | i 
' | ' Noah builded an Arke as God bad | 
Afnrder. 'him,p.72. | | 
| Noavs goodnefie in the floud, p.7 3. | | 
| Afaracr a tearctull finyp.a 31,144. XN 24hs goodneile after the loud, p. 
Aarder, thoſe whom God hath pre» | 73, | 
| ſerved from this. crime, ought to be | © Noahs drunkenneſſe,p, 74, | | 
| thankfull,p.a 145. N 24hs croſles, no man regarded his | | 
| ; Anraer, tobe ſhunned, bid, | preactffng, he lived to ſee all mw | 
z 2 : C- 
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| | | : EE The [ndex. | 


deſtroyed, behad a wicked {onne, he 1ſeene in providing pious: marches for 
lived to ſee his ofspring naught, page them,p.102,, | 


w— 


ſ 7s. | Parenzi ought to ptovide fit. mir- 
| Noahs benefits, p.76; Tiages for their children,p.149.. © "| 
Nea' found favour with God, pag. | Parents in placing forth their chul- \ 
76. dren in ſervices, ought chicfly to aime | 
Noah was direted by God to a at the gogd of their {oules, pag. 150, 
Way of faving himſelfe from the laod 151. | 
| with his family, p. 76. Par:nts, a fault in-thein to match 
| XN 24h, God acc2ptcd his ſacrifice, their daughters into wicked familics, | 
* p76. P.177. | | 
£-* N 24h had two godly ſonnes,p.77, — Parents, how they may blefle their | 
Noah atigure of Chriſt,p.77. | children,p,255. a 74. | | 
Noahs death,p.77. | Parents ought to love their godly | 
Nurcing of children a neceflary duty children beſt,p.a 7. 
| belonging to mothers,p. 140. | Parents o0ughr ro traine up their chil- 
dren in ſome calling)p. 471,73. | i 
O., ' The benefit that comes thereby to 
themſclves, children and common- 
Oaths: ' wealth,ib:d, 


| Parents ought toreproveand chaſtfl. 
O Aths upon jJaſt occaſion not to be their children for their faults, "ee 


c —  — — —— 


refuſed, p.1r 2. a76. 
Oaths ought adviſedly and religiouſly | Parents, a weakneflei inthem to mas | 
to be taken. p 163.1 5 4. ' nifeft love more to one child then ano+ 
| Oaths arK mult be performed, ps, ther,p.a 8r. 
164. | Parents t00 indulgent co their chil- 
Oaths unlawfull not to be perfor- , drens crimes,p.a 159. ' ' 
| med, p.154,165. ; Paxentsarcto gratific children in the 


' choice of their marriage ,if it be not too 
inconvenient,p.a 159. * 
Patriarks why they lived fo long, 


Obedience J aſtifies our faith,p.9 7. 
N Hniverfall Obedience Chriſtians | 
/ onghr rolearne it, p.249. 


|; 
| Obſtinacy a (in,p 89. | Þ4.5T, 
Officers ought to be painefull and | | : 
—_ :t1n their places,p.b 15,16. | Patience. 
| | 
| Old world, See World, Patizuce of God the abuſe of it a 
| great ſingp.5 9. 
| Onan was wicked and cut of by Go1 | God is to be praiſed for his long 
in his yourh, p.a 162, Patience towards us,p.60, 
| Ordinances of God not to be deſpi- 
led but highly eſteemed of,p.a 26. | Parts, | 
| p* To have good naturall Parts a great 
| y favour of God,p.a 153- | 
| ect Parts not to be abuſed but well im- 
vi : ployed,p.a153. 
| Firſt Parents, Sce Firſt. Peace, 
| 1rents are tolooke for croſſes in | Peace, for procuring ofit we ought 
their childeren,p.:o. to yeeld one unto another, p. 1 05. | 
| Parents are to love their children | To be at peace wich good menis 4 
| with a moderate love, p 102. point of wiſdome and goodneſlc, pay: 


Parents love totheir children chicfly | a 34-35- -. | 
| , gee 3 P each 
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Ls | Dees  rnghy ta þelaboured after, p 

D a 38,39, 

1 fr ot of: apes lomerimes weake in 
| | fait g | 


ET or ord arp £0 apek mach 
cn \mnthis world,p.z 89: 
erfe Ks, P A42, 


"Freon ewofold, of degrees and 
? goarrel PARRA». | vw 


F771 Pharaoh, 


LS fates, 2.93- 
| . iPhargoh was lu'ttull,;p. 93. 
| | Pharaobcarried himfclfe over-chur- 
t liſhl bly toe Abrahamyp.19 3. | 
Pharaohs —_ -i192- | 
Phayach Sarah preſently | 
hens » om her.to be married, par. 


Fl ? harnch uſed: Abrahaw kindly for 

arab: ſake;p. 1:94: 3b: Y 
Pharaoh lets —— wi 5 depart with- 

out offering any: _ 9 hio,p. 194+ 


Fo Pharaohs Butler and B aler. 


Pharavks Butler and Behar, their 
good deeds, they bare their impriſon= 
F ment patiently and checrefully, they 
deſpiſed not* 7o/ephs youth or meane 
conditian, p.a 17:&c. 

Pharaohs Butler and Baker their 


fore treſpaſle, p.a 173. 
Pharaohs Butlers ſpeciall fault in 


forgettiog Teſeph,p.a 174. 
Pharaths 6% and Bakers.croſle, 


| faults, thoy both ſeemed to commit } Poore ought tobe invited to our hou- 
[es,p.1 74: | 


they: were both impriſoned, pag. a 
174- 


was banged,p.2 175». 
Pharaohs Batley and Baker their | 


|betietirs, they were both in high place | 


Pharaohs Butlers benefit, he both | 
knew he ſhould be delivercd our of 
| priſon, and was delivered P.AI77, 


| 4 "XY I. 


| Phoracks good derds,p. A177. 
© | Phwabuſedallthe meancs be could 


© 
"v1 


Pharaohs Butlers croſle alone, he | them,p.238, 


under agreat King, they had Teſeph to jets from their oaths to their Princes, 
atttndthem in viifon;p. a176, | P.214- 


Pharaoh contemned , not Teſeph be- 
cauſe he was a poore ſervant and of | 
low degree,p.a 178. 

Pharoah when he ſaw Toſephs wiſe- 
dome, he prefcrred him, p.a 178. 

Pharaoh continued to favour 7oſeph 
all his life long,and favoured his voter 
and bretheren for his ſake,p.a 179. 

Pharaohs fault, he continued a He1- 
then though hee had a Toſeph in his 
Court,pai79. xv. 

Pharaohs bencfits, God warned him 
of the famine before hand, God gave 
him a faithfull and wiſe 'fervant, he 
was arich and mighty Prince, p.a 179. 

Pharaoh nothing ſaid of his croſlcs, 
p.180, 


Philiftins, 


Phil:ftins envied, wronged and con- 
tended with Iſaac;p. 435.4, 

Places where wickednefle abounds 
ta be left if poſlible,p.1 76, 

Plagues ſametimes ſent to do a man 
good,p.I95, 

In times of P/exty ſomething ought 
to be laid up for deare rimes,p. bi 6,17. 


Pore. 


Poore to be pinching to them a great 
lin,p.236. 
Poore, who Gods,and who the Di- 


vels,p.237. 
Poore, Chriſtians ought to releeve 


Idle Poore not to be relecved, but 
| chaſtiſed,p.238. 
Pope, his wickedneſle in freeing ſab- 


Potiphar, 


Potiphay a great man,p.a 164, 
Potiphars faults,pia 165, 
 Potiphar gave himſelfe wholy over 


al ' come to the knowledg of his 
dreams p.2 177. | 


to caſe having a good ſteward, p.a 165- | 


Potiphar beleceved his wives chnning 
flander * 


I 


—_ do nl oO 4 . 
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| The Index, 


Potiphars good deeds,p.a 167, P-224, l 
Potiphar obſerved his ſervants good Pride produceth finfull carriages in 
ſucceſle, and lovedand rewarded him all reſpecs,p.224,225. | 
for it,p.a 167. Prid:,all ought to ſearch whether ir 


Potiphar did not take away Joſephs, be inthem,p.225, 


ward carTlage,p 2 39,240. 
Prefanenefſe what it is, p.4 25. 


Potiphars Wife, her faults, ſhee was 
Prefaneſſe a tearefull ſin,p.a 25. 


an a{ulterous, impudent,and moſt mali- 
tious Woman,p.a , 69, 


Promiſes, 


>. 


Prayer, Np 
Promiſes, Gods deferring of them 


Prayey a neceſſary duty to be perfor-| ought to be borhe with patience,p.266 


| med, p.245,247. | Promiſes qught to be kept,p.a 152. 
Prayer how to be made when wee, Promiſes of God ought to be truſted 
feareany crofle,p.a 50,51, | t00,p.4163 RY: 
To wraſtl: with God in Prayer an Proſperity, whatuſe weare to make 
excellent thingyp.a 51, | of it,p,b 26, 
Prayers to have them heard agreat, Puniſhment of fin, we ought not to 
priviledgeyp. a 87, to be vexced at it,p.I 9. 


Praiſe ought to be returned to God | Gods Pwniſhments are anſwerable to 
for profpering us in our affaires,p,165, | mens {ins,p, 62. 

Preachers, G id to be praiſed for the | 
plenty of them in this Land,p.68, Q_ 

Preachers, God to be called on to | : 
ſend them where they are wanting, | Uarrels ought ts be avoided by 
and to continus them where they are, CE 114, 


.68, 
Preaching of the Word a great mer- R. 
Cy,p 204, 
Preſame we ought not of our owne Rachel. 


ſtrength,p.1r. | 
Preferment to be uſed for the bene- R Achel, her birth p.a 95. 
fit of the Charchzp.a 30. Rachel, her faults,p.a 96,&c. 
Princes, all revercnce ought to be | Rachel was cnvious towards her 
ewed tothem,p,b 14. | ſiſterzp.a 96. 
Priviledges externall not tobercſted | Rachel was paſſionate towards her 
in,p.80,81, . | husband,p.a 99. 
Rachel brought her ſervant to ker 
Pride, husband to be his wife,p.a 100, 
| Rachel makes God a vartner with 
Pride a great (in, p.222, her fond paſſions,p.a 1 00, 
Pride, the nature of it fully diſcove- | Rachelinſalts over her fiſter becauſe 


| red,p.222. ſhe won her husband to beget children 
Prigg, cauſes of it,p.223. of her hand-maid,p.a 101, _ | 
[--- E cecs4 Rachel 


flander againſt his ſervant,p.a 165, {| Pride,cft:Qs of it very dangerous, | 


life ina rage,p.a I67, * Pride/haw we may know whether it 
P otiphars benefirs, he had an honou-| raigne in us, p 226,227,228, 
rable office,p.2 168, Prize what it is, p.227. 
Potiphars crofles, he had a lewd wo- | ©Pride,the meanes to ſubdue it,p,229, 
man to his wife, p.a 168, ec. 
. Pride and haughtinefſe how they dif 
c KI,0.239. 2 Fe My 
PeriPers Wife, Pride, ſignes to know it inthe ont- 


The Index. 


| 
| 


Rachel was over-carneſtly dcſirous | 
of Rewbens mandrakes,p.a 10'« 

Rachel ſtole away her Fathers Idols, 
and diſſembled with him afterward, p. 
a 10T. 

Rachels virtues, p.a 10 J.&c. 

Rachel was one of . hxzr Fathers 
ſheepe-keepers, p.a 103. 

Rebhel 4 Cod in bh barrenneſlc 
atlaſ, -and fell to prayer,p.a 103. 

Rachel deſired children, and when 
ſhe had one, blefled God for bim, pa. 
2103, | 

Rachel requeſted a kindneſle of her 
fiſer for all her envy, and returned 
one to her, p.a 103, 

Rachel preferred her Husband be- 
fore her Parents,p.a 104. 

Rachel: crofles, ſhe was barren, her 
childrens carriage was ill,p.a 104, 

Rachels benefuts,p a 104, 

Rachels death, p.a 104. 


Rebekkah. | 


\ Rebekkahs virtues, p.a T.c&c. | 
Rebekhah was chaſte while ſhe was | 
a Yirgin,p.4 I. | 
Rebokkah was paincfull and cour- 
teOUS,P.A 3. 
Rebekkab was willing to be ruled | 
by her friends in murriag2,p.4 3, | 
Rebekkah javncd with her busband 
in prayer for children, p.a 4 | 
Rebekkah inquired of God when 
the children trove in her wombe, pa, | 
'A2 / 


5. | 
Rebekkab was dutifull to her huſ- 
| band,p.a 6. 

| Rebekhah loved her beſt ſonne moſt, 


a7. 

: Rebekhah provided ſach food for her 
husband as heliked,p.a 7. 

Rebekkabs faults,p.a 8. c, 

Rebekkah uſed fraud to conveigh the 
bleNing to Iacobypas. 

Rebekhah was too much troubled at 
her evill daughter inlawyp.a 10. 

Rebekkabs profperity,p.a 13. 

Rebekbah was eftcually called,pag. 
a 13. 

Rebekkah was. beautifull, healthy, 
| ſtrong,had arich and godly husband and 


ja good child,p.a I 3. 


| 


Rebekkahbs atflitions,p.a 13. 
Rebekkah, her husband was blind and 
weake,p.a 13, 
Rebekkah, her husbands affeRions 
were {ct too much on the worler fon, 
13. 
Rebekkah, Eſau reſolved to kill her | 
ſonne Tacob,pa 13. | 
Rebekkah, Tacib her ſonne was bani- | 
ſhed from her,p.a 1 ;. 
Rebebkah was vexed with the fro- 
wardneſfle of her daughtcrs,p-a 14. 
Reprove we ought r bretheren for 
their faults,p.201.a 3ÞF, 
Rebelion again(t rightful Princes a 
heighnous crime,p.21 4. | 
Rebell we ought not againſt thoſe that 
have conquerd us,p.21 3. 


(- 
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Recreations, Sce Sports, 


Religion, to imbrace it for by reſpeRs 
a com-non fault, p.a 159. 

Religion got to be followed for cu- 
ſtome and cxample,p.1 14. 

Religion to be called from a falſe one 
to the rrue, the greateſt bleſſing of all, 
P-126, 


Repentance. 


. SOI* 40 9 AD. Gas: 


Repentance makes the greateſt finners | 
righteous p.1 70, 

Repentance,jt is a great mercy of God | 
to vouch(:fc irus,p.a 159, 

Repentance, the ſeaſons of it ought to | 
be apprehended,p b 1 3. 

Revenge a great lin.p. 44.4 132, 

We are not to Revenge our ſclves, 
P.3 132, 


EI 


Renbes, 


Reuben what it fignifics,p.a 125, | 
Rexbens fault, hee committed inceſt | 

with his Fathers concubine,p.a 140. 
| Renbens virtues,p.a 141. | 
Rexben wiſely -diflwaded his bre-| 
theren from killing of 7o/eph,p.a 141. | 
Reuben was fully minded to reſture' 
Toſeph to his Father againe,p.a 142, | 
Rewben grieved to ſce Ioſeph taken | 

out of the pit,p a 143. 

Rewben ſought to remove his mal 
rom | 
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| Benjamin into Egypryp.a 143. 
Rewhbens croſſes, his Father minded 
' him ofhis inceſt on his death-bed, pag. 
a 143. | 
| Renbens benefits, hee had divers 
{onnes,p.a 144, 
Riches well to be uſed)p. 124- 


Righteouſneſſe. 


| Righteouſneſs twi3told, of the Law 
[and Gofpell,p 33. ; 
; Righteonſneſſe of the Law found in 
| none but Chrilt,p.33. 
| Righteoufneſſ: of rhe Goſpell two- 
| fold, imputed and inherent, page 34- 
! I70, 
'  Righteonſarſſe of the Goſpel! how 1t 
; difters trom the Law,p.35- 

What Righreouſneſſe will fave a 

man p.170. 

' Righteous man, three ſignes of him, 
P35» 
 Whoisa Righteorms man,p.66,67, 
| s. 


! 
; 


s e Sacrifices and Aitars under the 
| 2 Goſpell,o.74,246, 


Sarah, 


Sarabs birch,o0,137:. 
' Sarahsvirtues,p 138, 
| Saravsfaith,p 138. 
| Sarah obeyed her busband,p.138. 
| Sarah reverenced her huband, pag, 
139, 
| Sarah was a loving mother, and nur- 
fed 1{aac her teife,p,149. 
| Sarah apparcllcd her felfe modcltly, 
; P.141. 
| Sarabs faults,p.142.c*c. 
| Sarah was weake in faith,p.142. 
| Sarabbeing angry, falily accuſed her 
| husband,p.14 3. 
| Sarah was fomewhat too rough with 
Hagar,p.143- 
i Sarahdiſſembled at her busbands re- 
 queſt,p I44, 
| Sarablicd, p.144- 
Sarehs benefits,p. 144.0. 
Sarah was a holy woman,p.1 44» 


1 
} 
k 
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from his ſtifneſſe. in refuſing to ſend | 
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Sarah had a godly and richhusband | 
that was well clteemed,p.145. | 
Sarah hada godly child,p.145. | 
Sarah, God delivered her twice out | 
of a miſery into which ſhe had caſt her | 


| ſel*e,p.146. 


Sarah: crofles,p.147.&c. 

Sarah was barren a long time, pap. 
I47. 

Sarah was \cighted by .her maide, | 
P.147. | 

Sarah was taken from her husband | 
into the houſe of Pharaoh and Abimi- 
l-chp 147. ; 

Sarabs death,p,148. | 

farahs age oily of all women is | 
mentioned in Scripture,p. 148 

Saints oft forſaken and bated of their 
friends and kindreo,p.129. | 
| Sartfafion oughr tro be made for | 
wrongs we have done our bretiren, | 
P.201.203, | 


$ 


Schechem, 


' Schechemefaults,p.a 155. | 
| Schechem looked lulttully on Dinar, | 
| P.* 156. | 5-1 
| Schechem forced her to naughtineſle, | 
10.4156, | 


Schechems virtues,n.2 157. 


| 
| Schechem continued to sfet Dirab 
| When he had defloured her,p.a 157. 

| Schechem acquaints his Father with 
[his love to her, and irtre-ts tim to 
{ſpeake ro ber Fatner for him, pag. 
A393 

| Schrchemitood not over-mach vpon 
; matrer of portion,p.a 15 7. 

| Schechem would have a!l things a- 
| greed upon vefore marriage, page 


| © 

al 53, 

 Schechems was conſtant in his love, 
'Pa158, 


Schechems benetits, he was bis Fa- 
thers heire who was a great man, pag. 
41558, 

Schechems crofles, he proved an cc- 


calion of the overthrow of his Father, | 


' his whole family, and that City, pag. 
4 159, 
| Scripture we are to {eeke to under- | 
ſtand the meaning of it,p.a 178. 

S-m and 1aphee their virtues, they 
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covered their Fathers nakedneſic, pag. 


Sem and Taphet their benefits, true 
religion was continued in their poltc- 
rity,p 91. | 

To S:rve God no vaine thing, paz. 
I25, 


Servants, 


| Agnnd Servant ought to be reſpect- 
cd p. 194, 
Good Servants are a blefſling for 
which wearc to praite God,p,131, 
Servants ought to reycrence their 
guv=rnours.p.143, 
S:rzanurs thar have done anuſlc 
onght ro ſnbmic themſelves to their 


; JIvernours,p. 149. 


Servants oaght not to carry them- 
ſelves inſvlently againſt thcir malters, 
9.150, 

Servant, a great bleſſing it is ro him 
to be placed in a good tamily, p.1 5 2. 

Servants, \ts a great comfort to them 
tobe in favour with their governours, 
pP-IST. | 

Servants ought to call upon God to 
proſper them in their maſters atfaires, 
p.r65. 

Servants ought to uſe diſcretion in 


| 


: 
(] 


S:zzweoy and Levitheir nzp.a 144. 
Sicon and Levi ſhewed no repen- 
tance when their Farker told them of 
their faulr,p,a 146, 
Siwmeos and Levi their puniſhment, 


they lolt part of the birth-right, pag. 
x 247. | 


Sinnes 


Firſt $:»xe of our firſt Parents,p.4- 

Firit Siaxe divers (innes followed it, 
0.6, 

S$7nnes greatneſſe of them fhould nat 
keepe us from repenting and craving 
pardonyp.1 2, 


Snnes, we areto take heed that they ' 


grow nor generall,p 56. 


Sinxes of men,{pectally of ſuperiours | 


to be concealed,p.g ), 


\ 


=] 


| 


, 
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es 


no 22x ne 
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The fa.ne grofle $;1ne may be often | 


rao 13to by a child of (Gog,”.118, 
Sint of 12norance doavle,p.118., 


— _ 


Sinaes of Ignorance may be commit- | 


ted by the godly, and never particularly 
repented of,»,13 9, 

Sinn:s of the time, we are to Brieve 
or them,9. 172,173. 

Sinne, we ought to difſwace others 
from ir,p.1 »*, 


9an:s deliberate1on, heighnouſnes 


Ac, cor ene, 2 eee een 


their maſters affaires,p. 166. ; of them.p,1 85,126. 
| Servants onott ro be ciligent and i Sin; how to know 1t hath domint- | 
| L painfull,p,a 64.25c,b 7, . {on lnns,p,199. | 

 $-rvants ought to be patient under | Sine, to be preferved from it a ; 
ankind and injurious maſters,y,1 65. great favour of God,p 2044205, | 

Servants who have becne faitofull | Size, beginnings of ic to be avoi- | 
| | and proſperous oughtto be rewarded, . ded p,21 :, RE ES | 
> p.167. « '. Small S12xes areto be repented of, p. | 


| Servants ought to be obedient to, 2124 140,141, | 
| their maſters,p.b 34>35» !| OSinnes when they grow common | 


| Se ,,94.7-  Oring judgem-nt,p 218, | 
| Severiry of Godto the wicked, 72g. Wiltull Sianes require great MErey2p. 

61,62, | 288, 
| Sheep-hrards calling a neceſſary cal» | 5frn25no7 tobe forrowfall for them | 
| livg,p.z0. 1s a great a2gravation of thein, pag. a, 


Sheep-heard onght not tocare out tae | 26, 
husband man p. 39, | ; Secret Sizes arcto be repented of, 
' Sicka:ſſe (err by GoJ many t1mes to | pa2150, | 
preve;t (in,p.206,207, Secret Sinus, tohave them diſcloſed. 
a great puniſhment, vid, | 
| If God bury our $i»; indarksefic 
| we are to bury 'them in repentance, P. 
|AT5J3, 


— ———_ ——— 


| Simecn and L2vict 


Simeon What it ſignifies,p.2 125. 


* One| 


The Tadex, 


| 
| £21 34. 


i Groufle Sine, 
| men run into them 


| 


ſ 
| 
{ 
| 


.penitent.p.a 14T, 


|22, 


Smith aneceflary cilling,p.46, 


[ . 
Soaomtitcs, 


: . NY eo 
Sod mites mendca nur on & 


| (Hfements,p. ' 14, 


+! 


One Six begets anather,p.a 102,1 
| Enormous Sinzes of others ſhould | | | 
make us think of our oWne VIC narure, | Amar a very bad woman, p.a 


Sodowres bad no vertues p.217, 
Sodomites, their faults,p.2 12+ 
Soedxmmnes tel. Ned,r 212; 


. 
\s $ vt wy \ 
"7 


how it comes to paſle 


,p.4 140. 
| Grofle $Sins,God to be praiſed that we 
| run nor into themy,pla T4. 


. » 5 L 
Sins repented muſt be forgatten, p,v | 


n 


34 | 
Id 


| 
| 
| 


| 


x 
[1 
' 
' 

i 


| 

| (? / Wm _y_ & % _—_ 1, =, 2 5 oy | Ce i 

' OA mes WEIS Dnattina.y '" By, | 

{ : 
*F i 

\Þ-2T6, | : ee al 

| Solomgtes gh” aggravation Of te Hin 


23: 


| by ſa-dey circuinitances,p.2 

Sam tes new vindep 522, 
p ' q © 11 WW fl _ ' 

$odomi.es gheir tulineits of tread, p. 


| hands of the porre.9.235 
| Solomites puniſhmcnuro,p,24T, 
$-#le, hard to nucdertting tie nature 


of ir,p. 3+ 
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S$rorts, 
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Sports,2 fin to ſpend our whole tine 
| Inthem.p.20,21. | 


S$-:domites, their abundance of idlc- | 
| neſle,v.2 po Þ 
Sodcmt!r's tre-gthened rot thc 
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Sports, We are not over=-cagerly to 


| follow them,p.21,22. 


Sports,when the featon of them is, p, 


22+. 


It is a fin to Scandalize anotber,p261 
Strangers areito be entertained, p.T13 
$traugers, courtelic ought to bee 


ſhewed tothem,p.b 35. 


| Swpertours, we ovghtnot to look up- | 
jontheir ſins with celight,p,83,84, 


ee a Rr i ate 


T, 


IG:, 


Treats; tug \, 


| Threatnings of God ought to be be- 
Groſſe $15, who have committed | Ieevedas weil as bi prontl. s,p -1 

them ought to be greatly buublea and | Threatuiugs of Gd not to teare 

them is a figric we have nc taich, p.7:, 

T hrea'nmgs of Gors Miniſters not 

X 


eclecyid Ly people,p 211,222, 


By 7 bri# we ar: tro bula up our Fa- | 


| Milics,p 24, 
 _EmMill 7;zee wer are tobe goad in 


4 


them,n.67,68. 


Payi:g of 7ithe no leviticall Cere- 


af WW © on , 
H ht 4.6 90 99,:52,53. 
Trath 9 Ce tolsp,1489. 


V. 
Faine-G tory, See Glory. 


Tulente, 


\94 Tolence wh-t 1* 18 p,5 fo. 
Fiolenceagreat mp 57. 


Viol:ut men ewo 10its 01 Them, p.5 8, 


Fn 


tobe inmnbled a:id penttent,y,a 2 


Young / 7rgins 0ght to be painetu!l 


and GUITCOUS,PA 3 


Virgins cuht to be ruled by their 


Parents 1 marriage, p.a 3, 


a, 

T Fe ee % A Y 7 * a a : A _ 

r' 4 o1;is Brat nave bene A 01 os! ought 
p - 


Civiil Virtwes We are not to applaud 


our ie:vcs inthem.0,,2 115, 


Uncleanen: ſſc,Seec Fornication, 


Uncleaneneſſe, who would avoide 
mult oppoſe the fult delires of it, pa 


$47, 
Vow, 


Vow,wbat it 18,p-4 51, 
Vow, the uſe of iryp.a 5 Is 


Vow 
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| Vow may be forgotten by gaod men, | | * Fromex ought modeſtly to attire. 
pa 77. themſelvos,p, 144, 

W: Women ought to beware of inceſt, 
| | P-4 106, ( "| 
\ Ages ought to be paide ſer- | They who have fallen:this way ought 

. vants for rheir work, p.a 112, | torepent of it, [b:4, 
In Warre the leflc part many times | Wood, planting of it a commendable 
overcomes the great<r,p.a 208. thing,p.109. 
Warre, to wage it to make ones World. 
ſelfe great is a ſianc,p.23- 
Wedding feaſts commendable, p. a, O14 World, their ſins,p.s 3, 
5. | O14 World,why (in ſo great then,p 54 
whiſpering a great ſin,p.35. Old World Gods mercy tothem,, 54 
Picked men, the yeeres of none of } O/a World,theif puniſhment.p.s 5 . 
their lives noted in Scripture but 14- | Worldlymindedneſſe to be avoided, p, 
war's, p.162, | 5 8,59, 36. 

* Wicked men,we ought to praiſe God ; World,we are to carry our ſelves in it 
for our preſervation from their rage | as Pilgrims and —_— p.2 45,46. 
and malice,p,z8, Wor ks,moſt men thinke to be fayed 

Wilfsll ſins require great remorſe, by them,p.155, 
2*7. 
; To be endewed with morail Fi(e- | Wrong, 
dome wall to contrive matters is a fa- | 
your of God,p.a 28. We are not to Fong another,p.a 37, 
Wroug-doers arc wich mild language 
Wives, to be reprooved,p.a 63. 
Fires ought to obey their husbands,' wrongs ought rather patiently to be 
p-138,139. | endured then too great ſtir made about 
Wives ought toreverence their huſ- them,p.a 63. 
bands,p.1 39, 1 MWrongs, to forgive and forget them 
Fives ought not to call their huſ- |an excellent gracc,p-a 67. | 
bands by undecent titles, p.1 39. How agood man # roxged ſhould : 
Wives,why they ought to obey and |carry himſelfe,o.b 8. 
reverence their husbands,p.! 40. We ought not toFrovg thoſe from 
Wives ought not to be led by their { whom we have received kindneſle, p.b 
husbands todoe evill, 144. 8 9. : 
Wives ought to pray themſelves and | Frath beſt pacificd by a ſubmiſlive 
to joyne with their husbands in prayer, | carriage,p.a 67. | 
+2 5» | 
Fives ought to carry themſelves | 
mildly towards their husbands, p a 6.7 V Onng men ſhouldlabour to be good 
Wives ought to cheriſh their huſ- betimes,and why p.b1,2, 
bands in therr diet, p.7,8. | Meanes how Toung men may be 
A good Wife a great bleſſing, p.1 19, | made good betimes, p,b 3. 
I20, E-2> Towng men that have begun hetimes 
| wife, itsa faultin er to be unduly tobe go :d ſhould hold out te the end, | 
angry with her kusband,p.a 93. p.b 3, 
Zouth,wyho have beene debauſhed in 
Women, 1t ſhonld repent and become more ho- 
F omen to hauc no ſoules a fond con- | Iy,p.a 135. 
cet, p.4, £. 
Fom-n, why the length of none of | 
their itves is- mentioned in Scripture Ebulox what it ſignifies, p.a 126. 


but Sarabrs,p.7. 
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